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PREFATORY    NOTE. 


The  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  being  desirous  of  making  a  perma- 
nent record  of  its  proceedings  and  its  pioneer  collections,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pres- 
ent and  future  generations,  resolved,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  1876,  to  talie  the  initial 
step  by  appointing  a  committee  of  five,  to  be  called  a  Committee  of  Historians, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  prepare  for  publication  the  materials  on  hand,  and  solicit 
from  each  county  in  the  State,  papers  relating  to  the  early  history  of  the  counties; 
that  a  complete  record,  as  far  as  possible,  may  be  had  of  the  early  history  of  the 
State,  given  by  the  pioneers  themselves. 

This  committee,  soon  after  their  appointment,  held  a  meeting  and  adopted  a 
plan  upon  which  to  act.  They  issued  circulars  to  several  persons  in  each  county 
aslving  for  the  desired  information;  some  to  whom  circulars  were  seift  have 
responded  by  furnishing  interesting  and  valuable  papers. 

The  result  of  the  labors  of  this  committee  is  now  submitted  in  this  the  first  vol- 
iune  of  the  pioneer  collections  of  the  society. 

J.  C.  HOLMES, 
M.  H.  GOODRICH, 
O.  C.  COMSTOCK, 
H.  G.  WELLS, 
HARRIET  A.  TENNEY, 
November.  1870.  Committee  of  Historians. 
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LEGISLATIVE  ENACTMENTS. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  STATE  LIBRARY. 

Section  1.  Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Librarian  to  issue  a  printed  circular 
to  the  citizens  of  the  State,  inviting  them  to  deposit  in  the  State  Library  such 
minerals  and  geological  specimens  as  any  citizen  may  find  upon  his  premises,  or 
in  any  portion  of  the  State;  and  also  inviting  them  to  donate  any  books,  pamphlets, 
or  papers  pertaining  to  the  history  of  Michigan;  also  any  Indian  relics,  and  curiosi- 
ties of  any  kind. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  any  such  specimens  may  be  deposited  in  the  Library,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Librarian  to  correctly  label  and  classify  each  specimen  or  gift, 
and  to  enter  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose  the  name  of  the  donor,  and  the  charac- 
ter and  quality  of  each  specimen  or  gift  donated. 

Sec.  3.  The  circular  of  the  Librarian  shall  specify  the  kind  and  quality  of 
specimens  desired,  in  geology,  mineralogy,  and  fossils. 

Sec.  4.  The  cabinet  so  collected  shall  be  open  for  the  inspection  of  all  persons, 
subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Librarian,  during  the  same  hours  as 
are  provided  for  the  State  Library. 

Sec.  5.    This  resolution  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  April  15,  1873. 


AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  INCORPORATION  OF  STATE,  COUNTY,  OR  MUNI- 
CIPAL, HISTORICAL,   BIOGRAPHICAL,  AND  GEOLOGICAL  SOCIETIES. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  any  five  or  more 
persons  and  their  successors,  that  may  hereafter  associate  together  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  and  preserving  historical,  biographical,  or  other  information  in  relation 
to  the  State  of  Michigan,  or  any  portion  thereof,  may  become  a  body  corporate  by 
complying  with  the  requirements  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  The  persons  intending  to  become  a  body  corporate  for  the  above  named 
purpose,  shall  publish  a  notice  of  their  intention  to  meet  for  organization,  three 
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successive  weeks,  in  at  least  one  newspaper  published  nearest  to  the  place  where 
such  meeting  is  to  be  held;  said  notice  to  state  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and 
when  and  where  it  will  be  held,  and  to  be  signed  by  at  least  three  of  the  persons 
interested  in  establishing  such  organization;  said  meeting  to  be  open  to  the  public. 

Sec.  3.  The  articles  of  association  adopted  at  the  meeting  provided  for  in  the 
preceding  section  shall  specify: 

First,  The  name,  officers,  and  object  of  the  association; 

Second,  The  limit  of  property; 

Third .  The  limit  of  subscription  of  members; 

Fourth,  The  town,  city,  village,  county,  district,  or  extent  of  the  territory  in 
which  the  ojierations  of  the  society  may  be  carried  on  or  to  which  they  are  limited. 

Sec.  4.  The  articles  of  association,  duly  signed  by  each  original  member 
together  with  the  certiticate  signed  by  tlie  secretary,  stating  the  amount  of  sub- 
scription paid  in;  must  be  registered  in  the  office  where  the  association  is  located, 
in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  must  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  ').  On  complying  with  the  recpiirements  of  this  act  as  above  specitied.  the 
association  so  organized  sliall  be  a  body  corporate,  and  shall  be  capable  of  holding 
such  real  estate  and  personal  property  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  otit  the  object.^ 
of  such  society;  of  suing  and  being-  sued  in  any  court  of  this  State;  may  have  a, 
common  seal,  and  may  alter  or  amend  the  same  at  pleasure,  and  be  subject  to  the 
general  laws  of  the  State  applicable  to  such  societies;  may  make  such  by-laws 
and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  its  articles  or  with  the  laws  of  the  State, 
as  may  be  neces.sary  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  organization. 

Sec.  0.  Should  a  State  association  lie  organized  under  this  act.  it  sliall  be  the 
duty  of  the  secretary  of  said  State  society  to  make  and  transmit  to  the  State 
Librarian  a  report  of  the  transactions  of  said  society,  including  copies  of  papers 
read  at  its  meetings  or  contributed  by  its  membex'S,  of  facts  collected  by  corres- 
pondence or  otherwise,  at  the  end  of  the  month  of  September  of  each  year. 

Sec.  7.  District  or  county,  town,  city,  or  village  associations  organized  under 
this  act'  are  hereby  required  to  report  through  their  secretary  in  the  month  of 
September  in  each  year,  to  the  secretary  of  the  State  association,  the  proceedings 
of  said  society  during  the  year,  giving  copies  of  papers  read  at  its  meetings  or 
contributed  by  its  members  during  the  preceding  year;  such  report  from  district, 
county,  town,  city,  or  village  societies  to  be  used  in  compiling  the  report  of  the 
State  association  provided  for  in  section  six.  All  collections  of  documents,  periodi- 
cals, newspapers,  books,  maps,  pictures,  specimens  and  curiosities  which  may  be 
made  by  said  State  society,  shall  be  placed  in  the  State  Library  in  ciiarge  of  the 
State  Librarian,  and  shall  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  State  whenever  said 
society  may  be  dissolved,  or  for  any  cause  discontinue  its  organization. 

Sec.  8.    This  act  sliall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  April  2."i.  1>S73. 
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GENERAL  CIRCULAR  ISSUED  BY  THE  STATE  LIBRARIAN. 


Michigan  State  Library,  Librarian's  Office, 
Lansing,  June  2,  1873. 

Pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  a  .Joint  Resolution  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan,  approved  April  15th.  1873,  the  State  Librarian  issues  this  circular 
with  a  desire  and  wish  that  it  'may  meet  with  a  prompt  and  hearty  response  from 
every  party  who  may  receive  the  same. 

We  should  no  longer  hesitate  or  delay  to  gather  up  and  preserve  in  the  achives 
of  the  "Beautiful  Peninsula"  a  histoi*y  of  the  acts  of  those  pioneers  who  have  gone 
before  us,  and  by  whose  aid  were  constructed  the  primitive  foundations  of  our 
great  and  growing  commonwealth. 

The  interesting  traces  of  the  prehistoric  races,  who  once  inhabited  our  country, 
were  the  owners  of  our  soil,  and  the  masters  of  our  great  lakes  and  beautiful 
rivers,  are  fast  disappearing.  The  aboriginal  tribes,  our  more  immediate  prede- 
cessors, are  fast  passing  away,  and  with  them  the  traces  of  their  ancestors,  and 
all  traditions  of  the  more  recent  events  in  their  own  unwritten  history.  The 
imperfect  records  of  the  deeds  performed,  privations  endured,  and  conquests  made 
by  the  heroic  men  who  were  the  pioneers  of  the  present  civilization,  should  be 
rescued  from  oblivion.  The  more  wonderful  achievements  of  the  men  of  the  pres- 
ent generation,  whose  subjection  of  vast  areas  of  wild  lands,  immense  forests  of 
timber,  and  inexhaustible  mineral  resources  to  the  uses  of  civilized  life;  whose 
construction  of  public  works,  and  opening  of  railroads  and  highways,  and  whose 
building  of  villages  and  cities  with  numerous  institutions  of  every  kind,  have  been 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world, — these  should  not  be  lost,  but  should 
be  recorded,  and  that  history  be  carefully  preserved. 

Nature,  too,  has  been  lavish  of  her  rich  gifts  in  the  shape  of  geological  forma- 
tions, fossils,  minerals,  fauna  and  flora  within  our  borders,  and  their  untold  wealth 
in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  and  their  priceless  value  to  the  scientist,  have  never 
j^et  been  properly  or  fully  developed. 

Our  Legislature  has  been  -nfise  in  taking  the  incipient  steps  to  discover  and 
preserve  everything  that  relates  to  the  history,  antiquities,  and  statistics  of  Michi- 
gan, as  a  State  and  Territory;  to  rescue  from  oblivion  the  memory  of  its  early 
pioneers,  and  to  obtain  and  preserve  narratives  of  their  exploits,  perils,  and  hardy 
adventures;  to  preserve  memorials  of  its  Indian  tribes,  their  customs,  religion, 
and  history;  and  to  establish  a  cabinet  and  museum  for  relics  and  curiosities  as 
well  as  for  specimens  of  the  rich  minerals  of  the  State. 

The  real  worth  of  everything  which  may  be  donated  to  our  State  Library, 
whether  in  books,  pamphlets,  journals,  newspapers,  manuscripts,  narratives,  maps. 
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and  charts,  natural  curiosities,  relics  of  a  by-gone  age,  and  specimens,  can  never 
be  estimated  b.v  dollars  and  cents. 

Dr.  Alexander  justly  observes  that  "our  national  tendency,  so  far  as  we  have 
any,  is  to  slij;ht  the  past  and  over-rate  the  present." 

Our  people  are  respectfully  reminded  that  much  can  be  secured  iwic,  which 
cannot  be  rescued  or  secured  a  few  years  hence;  and  their  action  in  regard  to  the 
matters  herein  referred  to  is  earnestly  solicited. 

In  order  that  every  one  interested  my  fully  understand  the  nature  and  scope 
of  the  collections  wliich  we  desire  to  make,  arrange,  preserve,  and  exhibit,  we  beg 
leave  to  state  that  the  following  named  niatrriols:  as  contributions  and  donatioiis 
to  our  State  Library  are  urgently  solicited,  viz.: 

1.  Genekai.  Statistics.— In  regard  to  marriages,  births,  and  deaths;  instances 
of  remarkable  longevity;  official  and  reliable  reports  in  regard  to  the  insane,  deaf, 
dumb,  blind,  idiotic,  and  feeble-minded;  data  of  special  epidemics;  reports  of  med- 
ical societies,  and  printed  essays  and  addresses  read  or  made  before  such  societies; 
minutes  and  proceedings,  as  well  as  reports  of  scientific,  literary,  religious,  and 
benevolent  societies  of  every  name;  orations,  sermons,  addresses,  tracts,  essays, 
discussions,  letters,  pamphlets,  poems,  magazines,  serials,  almanacs,  catalogues, 
calendars;  incidents,  and  anecdotes  of  the  bench  and  bar.  executive  and  legislative 
departments;  crimes  and  criminal  trials,  agricultiri'e,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
imports  and  exports,  mining,  lumbering,  and  saline  interests,  insurance  and  bank- 
ing, fish  and  floral  culture;  militarj*  organizations,  reports,  returns,  and  resolutions, 
number  of  volunteer  corps,  names  of  field  staff,  and  general  officers;  description 
of  ancient  mounds,  burial  grounds,  and  fortifications  that  hair  been  or  are  now  in 
existence  in  the  State. 

2.  BooKg  OF  ALL  Klnd.s.— Newspapers,— files  of,— bound  or  unbound,  manu- 
scripts, diaries,  narratives,  letters,  and  other  writings  shedding  light  upon  our 
early  history;  al.su  of  tiie  period  prior  to  A.  D.  1800;  the  War  of  ISIJ;  Indian 
wars  and  skirmishes;  tlie  Toledo  war,  so  called;  Pontiac's  conspiracy;  the  Black 
Hawk  war;  also  of  the  war  growing  out  of  the  gigantic  Rebellion  of  the  present 
decade.  Books  and  pamphlets  and  all  literary  and  legal  productions  of  Michigan 
authors  are  a  desired  specialty. 

3.  Models  of  Ixve.ntio.ns.— I'atented  by  Michigan  men,  and  titles  of  books 
copy-righted  by  Michigan  authors  or  publishers,  with  names  and  postoffice  address 
of  patentees,  authors,  and  publishers. 

4.  HisTOHiEs.— Of  towns,  villages,  cities,  and  counties,  together  with  copies  of 
their  charters,  ordinances,  by-laws,  and  regulations,  surveys,  maps,  charts,  direct- 
torie«,  In  fact,  whatever  relates  to  the  natural  and  civil  history,  topography,  geog- 
raphy, climatology,  and  meteorology  of  any  locality  in  the  State. 

5.  The  earliest  notices  of  Indian  tribes  within  our  boundaries,  their  names, 
customs,  religions,  language,  skirmishes,  and  battles;  the  Indian  names  of  lakes, 
rivers,  hills,  islands,  bays,  and  straits,  and  their  signification. 

0.  Sketches  of  the  lives  of  eminent  and  n-markable  persons  who  have  lived  in 
Michigan  or  have  figured  in  its  history;  especially  notices  and  anecdotes  of  the 
prominent  pioneers  and  actors,  their  narratives  and  statements,  their  Journals, 
diaries,  letters,  and  documents  that  may  Illustrate  State  history.  We  desire  espe- 
«-ialiy  to  have  contributions  of  narratives  and  statements  of  old  men  and  early 
settlers  still  living,  but  who  are  soon  to  pass  away,  that  may  be  of  public  and 
general  interest. 

7.  As  a  particular  favor,  we  desire  donations  of  the  journals  of  the  .Tudges  and 
Council,  Territorial  Journals  and  Inws,  especially  session  laws  prior  to  1830.  Legls- 


GENERAL     CIRCULAR. 


lative  manuals  prior  to  1860,  minutes,  proceedings,  journals,  and  debates  of  all  the 
Constitutional  Conventions  held  in  the  State  except  that  of  1867. 

8.  Relics  axi>  Curiosities  of  every  Description.— Indian  weapons,  costumes, 
ornaments,  implements,  stone-axes,  spears,  hatchets,  tomahawks,  arrow-heads, 
pipes,  and  pottery.  Also  specimens  of  Wild-Cat  bank  currency, — shin  plasters, — 
confederate  money,  cions,  medals,  tokens,  coats  of  arms,  banners,  battle  flags,  and 
trophies  of  the  late  Rebellion. 

9.  Autographs,  portraits,  photographs,  lithographs,  paintings,  engravings,  or  any- 
thing that  may  illustrate  the  history,  progress,  and  present  status  of  the  fine  arts 
in  Michigan,  or  that  may  in  any  degree  contribute  to  its  cherished  reminiscences. 

10.  Natural  History.— This  field  is  so  fertile  and  vast  in  Michigan,  that  the 
limits  of  this  circular  will  not  allow  us  to  particularise  all  of  the  specimens  that 
would  be  desirable  contributions  to  our  State  Library,  hence  we  have  used  indis- 
criminate the  popular  and  scientific  nomenclature.  The  vocabulary  of  mineralogy 
alone  embraces  more  than  six  hundred  distinctive  names.  Our  space  restricts  us 
to  a  limited  list  of  orders,  families,  and  classes. 

The  Upper  Peninsula  is  so  prolific  in  valuable  minerals  that  it  is  now  eagerly 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  commercial  world,  while  the  researches  of  learned 
scientists  are  constantly  bringing  to  light  new  developments.  The  Lower  Peninsula 
is  undoubtedly  rich  in  coal  measures,  gypsum,  saline  deposits,  peat,  clays,  and 
stone  valuable  for  various  purposes. 

We  desire  specimens  of  the  purest  and  best  quality  of  the  following  named 
materials  as  contributions  to  the  State  Library,  viz.: 

1.    GEOLOGICAL   FORMATIONS. 

Aqueous,  Volcanic,  Plutonic,  and  Metamorphic  rocks,  according  to  the  division  of  Lyelk 

Palaeozoic,  Copper  Bearing,  and  Iron  Bearing  rocks,  following  the  Nomenclature  and. 
Geological   Survey   of  Rominger,    Pumpelly,   and  Brooks. 

Specimens  named  in  the  Economic  Geology  of  Winchell,  viz.: 

Metallic  Ores. — Iron  Pyrites,  Mispickel,  Magnetite,  Hcematite,  Bog  Iron  Ore,  Spathia- 
Iron  Ore,  Native  Copper,  Copper  Pyrites,  Erubescite,  Gray  Copper  Ore,  ChrysocoUa,  Gold,. 
Silver,  Lead,  and  their  associates,  Peat,  Coke,  Bituminous,  Cannel,  and  Anthracite  Coals„ 
Syenite  and  Granite,  Sandstones,  Limestones,  Marble,  Gypsum,  Quicklime,  Waterlime, 
Ochre,  Manganese,  Ferruginous  Shales,  Brine,  Salt  Borings,  Clays,  Sand,  Gravel,  Grit- 
stones, Slates,  Mineral  Waters. 

2.    FOSSILS. 

We  cannot  enumerate  them,  as  the  classes  of  animals  are  estimated  at  nearly  ten 
thousand,  but  we  desire  fossil  specimens  of  Insects,  Fishes,  Shells,  Birds,  Worms,  and 
beasts  of  the  fields, and  colossal  animals,  such  as  are  found  in  the  orders  Plesiosaurus, 
the  Megatherium,  and  others.    Zoophites,  or  animal  plants,  including  sponges  and  corals. 

Cryptogamia,  or  Flowerless  Plants.— Such  as  Mosses,  Liverwort,  Fungi,  Algae, 
Lichens,  Ferns,  Ground  Pines,  etc.,  etc. 

Phenogamous,  or  Flowering  Plants.— Such  as  the  Monocotyledons,  or  Exogens,  in- 
cluding more  than  twenty  orders,  among  which  are  the  Grasses,  Sedges,  Liliaceous,  and 
many  other  plants. 

Dicotyledons.— Embracing  more  than  one  hundred  orders,  in  which  are  included  the 
petrifactions  of  all  the  ordinary  forest  trees,  beside  the  far  greater  proportion  of  the 
ordinary  flowering  plants. 

3.    MINERALS. 

Order  l,  Oxidized  SiTOS-es.— Families:  1.  Quartz.  2  Feldspar.  3.  Scapolite.  4.  Haloid  Stones. 
5.  Leucite.  6.  Zeolite.  7.  Mica.  8.  Serpentine.  9.  Hornblend.  10.  Clays.  U.  Garnet.  12.  Gems. 
13.  Metallic  Stones. 

Order  2,  Saline  ^totu'es.— Families:  1.  Calc  Spar.  2.  Fluor  Spar.  3.  Heavy  Spar.  4.  Gyp.sum. 
5.  Rock  Salt. 

Order  3,  Saline  On^s.— Families:  1 .  Sparry  Iron  Ores.  2.  Iron  Salts.  3.  Copper  Salts.  4. 
Lead  Salts. 

Order  4,  Oxidized  ORKS.—i^awtZi«s.-  1.  Iron  Ores  2.  Tinstone.  3.  Manganese  Ores.  4.  Red  Cop- 
per Ores.    5.  White  Antimony  Ores. 
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Order  5,  Native  tilETAta.— One  family:    Nomenclature,  familiar  to  all. 

Order  6,  SulphuketteuMktaia— /'am«/iV«.-    l.  Iron  Pyrites.    :;.  Galena.    3.  Gray  Antimony  Ore. 

4.  Gray  Copper  Ore.    5.  Blende.    6.  Ruby-blende. 

Order  7,  the  Ixfi^ammables.— /'a;/(i7iV«.-    1.    Sulphur.    2.    Diamond.    3.   Coal.    4.  Mineral  Resins. 

5.  Combustible  Salts. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Herbariums  of  flowers,  and  truncheons,  and  cuttingrs  of  the  various  woods  of  Michigan, 
not  large,  but  of  sufficient  size  as  to  exhibit  distinctly  the  quality,  texture,  grains,  veins, 
fibres,  etc.,  are  desirable. 

11.  While  iu  the  foregoing  .speeitir'atioiis  we  have  heUl  our  own  State  in  special 
regard,  yet  we  do  not  limit  our  collection  to  topics  of  local  interest.  We  solicit 
contributions  of  everything  which  will  elucidate  the  civil  and  natural  history  of 
North  America  as  well  as  Michigan  in  particular. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  this  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  those  who  honor  Michigan 
and  desire  to  perpetuate  the  faithful  records  of  her  organization  and  existence, 
will  be  responded  to  with  an  alacrity  and  zeal  that  will  insure  the  speedy  and 
complete  success  of  tlie  effort  to  establish  a  State  Cabinet.  Museum,  and  Historical 
Society. 

We  solicit  from  liistorical  societies  and  from  all  associations,  institutions, 
churches,  dioceses,  conferences,  and  synods,  which  issue  reports  or  works,  copies  of 
iheir  respective  publications. 

We  have  a  limited  number  of  our  State  documents  furnished  to  us  for  ex- 
changes; also,  a  collection  "of  pamphlets  upon  various  subjects  which  can  be  fur- 
nished to  societies  exchanging  with  us.  It  is  hoped  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
material  will  be  collected  during  t'ne  coming  year  to  constitute  the  nucleus  at  least 
of  one  volume  of  "Historical  Collections,"  so  that  at  the  next  session  of  the  legis- 
lature (if  possible),  arrangements  can  be  made  for  its  publication  l)y  the  State. 
If  so,  undoul)tedly,  all  persons  sending  us  gifts  will  have  their  names  placed  on 
our  exchange  list,  and  receive  our  publications  in  return. 

Donors  and  contributors  may  rely  upon  having  their  contributions  and  donations 
■dulj-  acknowledged,  carefully  catalogued,  arranged,  and  preserved. 

The  nature  of  the  collections  to  be  made,  and  the  information  to  be  gatliered  and 
preserved,  is  .so  varied  in  its  character  tliat  every  one  can  render  material  aid  to 
this  effort  if  so  disposed.  Individual  effort  can  accomi)lisli  iiuicli,  and  concert  of 
action  and  a  cultivation  of  a  taste  for  historical  researcli  can  liring  about  the  object 
<lesired. 

The  attention  of  tiie  im-ss  thiougliout  tlie  State  is  respfci fully  invited  to  this 
important  matter. 

DIRECTIONS. 

"Every  specimen  of  geological  formations,  fossils,  and  minerals,  should  be  dis 
tinctly  labeled  with  the  donor's  name  and  postotfice  address,  also  the  particular 
locality,  such  as  the  number  of  tlie  section,  townsliip.  and  range,  village,  or  city, 
from  whence  obtained. 

Specimens  of  minerals  sliould  not  be  too  large  or  cumbersome,  but  of  sufficient 
size  to  indicate  their  texture,  quality,  and  cliaracter  of  tlie  formations.  Duplicate.s 
jire  desirable,  as  we  need  them  for  exchanges. 

Packages  too  large  to  be  sent  by  mail  may  be  forwarded  liy  freiglii  or  express 
without  expense  to  the  donors. 

Packages  and  boxes  should  be  careftilly  .s«'cured  so  as  to  jivoid  loss. 
All  packages,  boxes,  books,  pamphlets,  maps,  charts,  communications.  mikI  letters 
should  be  directed,  "State  Library.  Lansing.  MIcliigan." 

HAKUIKT   A.  TKNNEY, 

State  Librarian. 
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PRELIMINARY  ACTION  OF  PIONEERS. 


Acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  a  correspondent  of  the  Detriot  Daily 
Post,  several  county  societies  elected  delegates  to  attend  a  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  State  Pioneer  Society.  This  meeting  was 
called  to  be  held  in  Lansing  on  the  11th  of  March,  1874. 

In  pursuance  of  this  call,  a  meeting  of  pioneers  from  different  parts 
of  the  State  was  held  in  what  was  formerly  the  library  room  in  the  old 
State  house  at  Lansing,  on  AYednesday  evening,  March  11th,  1871. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  orded  by  J.  C.  Holmes  of  Detroit,  who 
nominated  Judge  Albert  Miller  of  Bay  City  for  chairman  of  the  meeting 
who,  on  being  elected,  took  the  chair  and  made  the  following  remarks: 

''I  thank  the  convention  for  the  honor  conferred,  but  think  they  might 
have  done  better  than  put  the  pit-man  of  an  old  saw-mill  in  the  chair 
to  preside  over  the  meeting.  Some  of  the  pioneers  will  know  what  I 
mean.  A  few  years  since  I  ran  a  saw  mill  on  the  Saginaw  river.  The 
objects  of  a  State  organization  are  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned  by 
me  at  the  present  time.  The  main  object  is  to  link  the  past  and  present 
history  of  the  State.  The  persons  who  are  well  acquainted  with  our 
early  history  are  rapidly  passing  away,  and  it  is  none  too  soon  to  organize 
a  State  Pioneer  Society.'' 

On  motion  of  M.  H.  Goodrich  of  Ann  Arbor,  John  C.  Holmes  of 
Detroit  was  chosen  secretary. 

It  was  resolved:  That  any  person  present,  having  resided  in  the  State 
twenty-five  years,  from  any  county  not  represented,  should  be  invited 
to  represent  that  county. 

I'nder  this  resolution  the  following  persons  were  recognized  as  mem- 
bers of  this  convention : 

From  Bay  county — Albert  Miller,  George  Lewis.  Branch — G.  W. 
Yan  Aken.  Barry — Henry  P.  Cherry.  Berrien — Ethan  A.  Brown.  Wil- 
liam Chamberlain.  Levi  Sparks.  Calhoun — R.  Sanderson.  Solon  E.  Rob- 
inson, Preston  Mitchell,  Oliver  Comstock.  Clinton — J.  C.  Brunson. 
Eaton— H.  A.  Shaw,  M.  S.  Brackett,  R.  B.  Hughes.  Gratiot— Ralph  Ely. 
Genesee — F.  Walker,  George  Kipp.  Hillsdale — John  P.  Cook,  Witter  J. 
Baxter,  John  M.  Osborn,  William  Drake.  Ionia — William  Sessions,  S. 
Kellogg.  Ingham — A.  N.  Hart,  Ephraim  Longyear,  Arnold  Walker,  H. 
B.  Shank,  O.  A.  Jenison,  Whitney  Jones,  L.  B.  Potter,  Cyrus  Hewitt. 
Kalamazoo — E.  Lakin  Brown,  Henry  Bishop,  Jerome  T.  Cobb,  E.  R. 
Miller,  Amos  D.  Allen,  John  Walker.  Kent — E.  L.  Briggs.  Lenawee — C. 
E.  Mickley,  Jacob  Walton.  Lapeer — Jacob  C.  Lamb,  J.  T.  Rich.  Macomb 
— Horace  H.  Cady.  D.  S.  Priest.  Newaygo — Sullivan  Armstrong.  Oak- 
land— S.  B.  McCraken.     Saginaw — Morgan  L.  Gage,  Samuel  C.  Munson, 
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Murdock  Frazer.  St.  Clair— L.  T.  Remer.  St.  Joseph— A.  C.  Ti-utzman, 
Andrew  Cliinie.  Sliiawassei' — John  N.  Inj^i'i'soll,  Ho^t  llavihmd.  Wavno 
— John  C.  Ilolmes,  Levi  Bishoji,  John  Grensel,  O.  O.  Pierce,  Wintichl 
Scott,  John  Harmon,  John  J.  Jiagh'v.     Washtenaw — J.  Webster  Chihls. 

There  being  no  one  present  from  Oakland  county,  Mr.  S.  B.  McCrackcn, 
a  native  of  that  county,  but  not  now  a  resident,  asked  the  privilege  ot 
representing  the  county  to  show  that  he  had  not  forgotten  the  place  of 
his  birth. 

The  secretary  read  the  "Act  to  jn'ovide  for  the  incorporation  of  State, 
county,  or  municiiial.  historical,  biographical,  and  geological  societies,'' 
and  suggested  that  the  society  organize  under  it. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee  of  nine  be  appointed  to 
draft  articles  of  association  and  report  at  a  future  meeting. 

The  following  named  persons  were  appointed  such  committee,  viz.: 
Witter  J.  Baxter,  Levi  Bishoj),  Henry  A.  Shaw,  Ephraim  Longyear,  J. 
Webster  Childs,  Oliver  C.  Comstock,  E.  Lakin  Brown,  Kalph  Ely.  John 
N.  Ingersoll. 

After  some  discussion,  and  several  suggestions  by  members,  as  to  what 
the  articles  of  association  should  set  forth,  particularly  with  regard  to 
the  qualifications  for  membership,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  the 
call  of  the  committee  on  articles  of  association. 

JOHN  C.  HOLMES. 

Secretary. 


CALL    FOR    A    MEETlXd    TO    OR(JANlZE    A    STATE    I'lONEER 

SOCIETY. 


At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  a  large  number  of  the  Pioneer  Socie- 
ties of  the  State  of  Michigan,  held  in  i»ursuauce  to  public  notice,  at 
Lansing,  March  11th.  1.ST4.  it  was  deemed  best,  after  full  discussion,  to 
organize  a  State  Pioneer  Society  under  "An  act  to  provide  foi-  the  incor- 
poration of  State,  county,  or  municipal,  historical,  biographical,  and 
geological  societies,"  apjiroved  April  L'nth.  1ST:?;  and  the  undersigned 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  publish  a  notice  of  Ihi-ir  intention  to 
meet  for  such  organization,  in  accordance  with  said  statute. 

In  accor(l;nice  with  such  instructions,  we  publish  the  following: 

Special  .Notk  k.-TIic  uiMlcrsi^'iicd  licrctiy  >:lve  notice  of  tliclr  intention  to  moot 
(toKOther  wltli  snch  ixTsons  aw  .sli.-ill  attend  as  roqnostod  belowi,  at  Ht-iirospntntlve 
Ilnll.  in  thp  ('!i|iitol  at   I-.-insin--'.  mi  W.diKsday.  April  '-'IM.  ISTt.  iit  7  o'doi  k    P.  M.. 


GENERAL     CIRCULAR. 


for  the  purpose  of  organizing;  a  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  Each 
Pioneer  or  Old  Settlers'  Society  in  the  State  is  requested  to  appoint  three  delegates 
to  attend  said  meeting,  and  counties  in  whicli  such  societies  do  not  exist  are  ear- 
nestly requested  to  organize  such  societies  at  once,  and  to  send  delegates.  All  pio- 
neers of  the  State  who  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  40  years,  and  who  have  resided  in 
Michigan  for  25  years,  are  invited  to  attend  and  become  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion. But  in  order  to  give  to  the  society  a  representative  character,  each  society  or 
county  represented  will,  in  the  organization,  be  restricted  to  three  votes,  to  be  cast 
as  the  whole  number  of  representatives  in  attendance  from  such  society  or  county 
shall  determine. 
Lansing,  March  12,  1874 

WITTER   J.   BAXTER, 
LEVI  BISHOP, 
HENRY    A.    SHAW, 
EPHRAIM  LONGYEAR, 
J.  WEBSTER  CHILDS, 
OLIVER    C.    COMSTOCK, 
E.  LAKIN  BROWN, 
RALPH  ELY, 
JOHN  N.  INGERSOLL. 


GENERAL  CIRCULAR. 


Lansing,  April  22,  1874. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Michigan  State  Pioneer  Society,  anxious  to 
extend  its  influence  and  promote  its  success,  beg  leave  to  request  all  those  who  are 
interested  in  its  design  to  cooperate  with  them  in  collecting,  procuring,  and  pre- 
serving whatever  may  relate  to  the  natural,  civil,  literary,  and  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory of  our  State. 

The  act  of  incorporation  of  the  society,  together  with  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws, will  indicate  fully  the  scope  of  the  society,  and  its  means  of  present  and 
future  usefulness. 

We  rely  wholly  upon  voluntary  contributions  to  the  society's  collections,  and 
invite  every  one  to  donate  any  books,  pamphlets,  or  papers  pertaining  to  the  history 
of  Michigan;  also,  biographies  and  Incidents  of  pioneers,  and  any  Indian  relics,  and 
curiosities  of  any  kind. 

We  would  especially  urge  the  pioneers  of  every  county  in  the  State  to  organize 
immediately  in  accordance  with  section  seven  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 

It  is  impossible  of  course  that  personal  solicitations  for  membership  should  be 
made.  All  persons  who  desire  to  become  members  (ladies  are  especially  invited) 
are  requested  to  send  their  names  to  the  Recording  Secretary,  with  the  membership 
fee  of  one  dollar.  Care  should  be  taken  to  give  the  full  name;  place  of  birth,  town 
or  village  and  State;  date  of  birth,  month,  day,  and  year;  place  and  date  of  first 
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resuleiui'  in  .Micliii^an.  town,  conniy.  nnd  dare;  pii'scni  residence,  town  and  (.ounty, 
aecordin;;  to  form  annexed. 

We  solicit  the  eordial  and  active  sympathy  of  every  pioneer  of  Mieliijjaii  inter- 
ested in  its  ohjects  to  aid  in  promotiui:  the  interests  of  the  society.  A  large 
accession  to  its  meml»ership  is  very  desirable  and  necessary  to  ensnre  its  permanent 
success;  and  the  efiforts  of  all  are  earnestly  reiiuested  to  assist  in  adding  to  our  list 
of  members. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  material  will  soon  be  collected  to  consti- 
tute the  nucleus  at  least  of  one  volume  of  "Historical  Collections"  so  that  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature  (if  possible)  arrangements  may  be  made  for  its 
publication  by  the  State,  that  we  may  better  secure  our  treasures  by  means  of  the 
press  from  tlie  corrosion  of  time  and  the  power  of  accident,  and  that  we  may  also 
have  a  regular,  minute,  aud  authentic  history  of  Michigan. 


CUXSTITUTION  AND  i;V-LA\VS. 


CONSTITUTION. 

AuTiC'i.E  1.  Tlie  name  of  this  association  shall  i)e  tlie  I'ioueer  Society  of  the 
State  of  Michigan. 

Art.  2.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  President,  a  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  an  Executive  Committee  of  three  mem- 
bers, and  one  Vice  President  from  each  local  or  county  society,  which  sliall  be 
represented  by  delegates  or  representatives,  according  to  the  articles  of  association 
and  by-laws;  all  of  whom  sliall  l»e  elected  annually,  aud  shall  serve  until  their 
successors  are  ciiosm.  Tlie  election  of  the  officers  sliall  be  prescribed  b.v  tlie  by- 
laws. 

AuT.  3.  The  ohjci-t  of  forming  tiiis  association  is  for  tlie  purpose  of  collecting 
and  preserving  historical,  biographical,  or  oilier  information  in  relation  to  the  State 
of  Michigan. 

Akt.  4.     Tlie  properly  oC  this  associ.Mlioii  sliall   not   exceed  ."^lUd.Udd. 

A»T.  r».  The  annual  subscription  rjf  members  of  this  society  shall  be  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  tlian  three  dollars,  as  may  be  re(juired  by  the  by-laws. 

AitT.  <!.     This  society  shall  embrace,  as  territorial  limits,  the  Slate  of  .Michigan. 

AuT.  7.  'I'he  annual  meetings  of  this  society  shall  be  held  at  Lansing,  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  Eebruary  of  each  ye.ar,  at  which  time  the  President,  Secretaries, 
and  Treasurer  shall  each  i)re.sent  full  written  reiiorts;  officers  shall  be  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year;  and  any  general  business  may  be  transacti>d.  Special  meetings 
may  be  ciilled,  as  the  by-laws  may  pr(»vide. 

AitT.  .S.     Any  person  not  less  than  4(i  years  of  age,  who  has  ri-sided  in  .Mli'higau 
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for  25  years,  may  become  a  member  of  this  society  ou  subscribing  to  the  articles 
of  association,  and  on  payment  of  the  annual  subscription,  as  required  by  the  by- 
laws. And  all  members  in  good  standing  shall  be  eligible  to  office.  The  privi- 
lege of  voting  shall  be  restricted  to  officers  of  the  society  and  to  representatives 
from  county  and  municipal  societies,  each  society  represented  being  entitled  to 
three  votes,  to  be  cast  as  the  society  represented  may  determine.  County  and 
municipal  societies  to  be  entitled  to  representation  shall  (except  as  hereinafter 
provided)  require  like  conditions  of  membership  as  are  required  of  members  of 
this  society.  Counties  which  have  not  been  organized  for  25  years  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  representation  in  this  society  by  societies  composed  of  persons  who  were 
residents  of  such  counties  at  the  date  of  their  organization. 

Art.  9.  Amendments  to  these  articles  of  association  may  be  made  at  any  regular 
meeting,  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  members  present,  provided  the  proposed 
amendments  shall  have  been  filed  in  writing  with  the  Recording  Secretary,  and 
notice  thereof  given  at  the  last  preceding  meeting  and  at  least  one  month  prior 
to  the  time  when  the  proposed  amendments  shall  be  called  up  for  action.  By-laws 
may  be  made,  altered,  or  amended  at  any  meeting  on  like  conditions  as  to  filing 
and  notice,  by  a  majority  vote  of  members  present,  and  without  previous  notice 
by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting.  By-laws 
may  be  temporarily  suspended  at  any  meeting  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers present. 


BY-LAWS. 

DUTIES   OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  society;  preserve 
■order,  and  see  that  business  is  conducted  according  to  parliamentary  usages.  He 
shall  be  ex  officio  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  countersign  all  war- 
rants drawn  by  the  Recording  Secretary  upon  the  Treasurer  upon  accounts  that 
have  been  audited  and  allowed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  shall  perform 
such  other  duties  as  usually  pertain  to  the  office  of  president  of  such  associations. 

Sec.  2.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  all  correspondence  of  the 
society,  and  be  the  organ  of  coni'munlcatiou  between  this  society  and  other  soci- 
eties, persons,  and  bodies,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  assigned  to 
him  by  vote  of  the  society  or  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  3.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of  all  proceed- 
ings of  the  society  and  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  books  to  be  provided  for 
the  purpose,  and  he  shall  record  the  articles  of  association  at  length  in  a  book  to 
be  provided  for  the  purpose;  which  articles  each  member  shall  sign,  giving  place 
and  date  of  birth,  place  and  date  of  first  residence  in  Michigan,  present  residence, 
with  a  blank  for  place  and  date  of  death,  which  blank  shall  be  filled  by  said  Sec- 
retary at  the  decease  of  any  member.  He  shall  record  and  safely  keep  all  papers, 
documents,  and  materials  presented  to  or  that  may  belong  to  the  society.  He 
shall  draw  all  warrants  on  the  -treasurer  on  properly  audited  accounts,  and  he 
shall  take  and  preserve  a  proper  voucher  therefor,  and  perform  such  other  duties 
as  may  be  required  by  vote  of  the  society  or  directed  by  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, and  perform  the  duties  required  by  the  act  under  which  this  association  is 
■organized. 
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Sec,  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  money  and  funds  of  the 
society,  and  safely  keep  the  same,  pay  all  warrants  drawn  on  him  by  the  Secre- 
tary and  countersigned  by  the  President;  keep  a  full  and  accurate  account  of  all 
receipts  and  disbursements,  and  make  full  report  thereof  at  each  annual  meetinj;, 
and  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  Executive  Committee.  If  required  by  vote 
of  the  society  or  by  the  Executive  Committee,  he  shall  give  bonds  in  such  amount 
and  with  such  securities  as  the  society  or  Executive  Committee  shall  require. 

Sec.  5.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  general  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  society  in  pursuance  of  the  articles  of  association,  the  by-laws,  and 
the  votes  and  resolutions  of  the  society.  They  may  call  extra  meetings  of  the 
society,  at  such  time,  place,  and  for  such  purpose  (not  inconsistent  with  the  arti- 
cles of  association)  as  they  may  deem  advisable,  on  {,'ivincr  at  least  one  month's 
previous  notice  by  publishing  tlie  same  in  three  different  papers,  published  in 
three  different  counties,  one  of  which  papers  shall  be  published  at  the  proposed 
place  of  meeting.  The  society  may  by  vote  direct  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
one  or  more  social  gatherings  annually,  notice  of  which  should  be  published  as 
above  provided. 

Sec.  G.  The  Vice  Presidents  shall  assist  the  President  at  the  meetings.  In  case 
of  the  absence  of  the  President,  or  his  inability  to  act  at  any  meeting,  the  Senior 
Vice  President  shall  preside.  The  Vice  I'residents  are  expected  to  be  especially, 
active  in  their  various  counties  in  promoting  the  objects  of  this  society. 

Sec.  7.  Vacancies  in  the  office  of  President,  Corresponding  or  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Treasurer  or  Executive  Committee,  may  be  filled  until  the  next  annual 
meeting  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  any  tliree  Vice  Presidents  of  this 
society. 

Sec.  8.  No  officer  of  this  society  shall  receive  any  pecuniary  compensation  for 
his  services. 

Sec.  9.  Each  member  of  this  society  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  an  annual  sub- 
scription of  one  dollar.  When  any  member  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  seventy 
years  his  annual  dues  shall  be  remitted. 
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OFFICERS    OF    THE    PIONEER    SOCIETY    OF    THE    STATE    OF 

MICHIGAN, 

Elected  AprU  22d,  1874. 


PRESIDENT 

JUDGE  ALBERT  MILLER,        .......  Bat  City. 

VICE   PRESIDENTS. 

BELA  HUBBARD, Deteoit. 

O.  C.  COMSTOCK, Marshall. 

HENRY  A.  GOODYEAR,         .        .        .        .        .        .  Hastings. 

ISRAEL  CATLIN, Bay  City. 

RANDOLPH  STRICKLAND, St.  Johns. 

E.  S.  INGERSOLL, Delta. 

F.  M.  HOLLO  way, Hillsdale. 

PETER  LOWE, Mason. 

CYRUS  LOVELL, .  Ionia. 

FIDUS  LIVERMORE, Jackson. 

HENRY  LITTLE, Kalamazoo. 

JOHN  N.  INGERSOLL, Corunna. 

recording  secretary. 

Mrs.  HARRIET   A.  TENNEY, LansinCx. 

corresponding  secretary. 

EPHRIAM  LONGYEAR, Lansing. 

treasurer. 

A.  N.  HART, Lansing. 

executive  committee. 

ALBERT  MILLER,  ex  officio  Cliairman. 

WITTER  J.  BAXTER,'        .' Jonesville. 

LEVI  BISHOP, Detroit. 
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riiOCEEDlNG.S. 


In  response  to  a  previous  eall,  a  goodly  number  of  pioneers  of  the 
State  met  at  Representative  Hall  in  the  State  House  at  Lansing,  April 
22(1,  1874. 

Hon.  Albeit  Miller  of  Bay  City,  President  ///o  tan.,  in  the  chair,  called 
the  meeting  to  order. 

John  ('.  Holmes,  Se(  letaiv  pro  tcm.,  read  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
held  March  llrh.  1874.     AJ.proved. 

Tli(^  folhvoing  persons  were  declared  delegates,  viz.:  Barry  county — 
H.  P.  Cherry,  Henry  A.  Goodyear;  Bay — Albert  Miller.  Israel  Catliu, 
Elijah  Stanton,  William  A.  McCormick;  Calhoun — Charles  Dickey, 
Oliver  C.  Comstock,  M.  B.  Wood,  Erastus  Hussey;  Clinton — Wm.  Besley, 
David  Scott.  Kandctlph  Strickland;  Eaton — E.  S.  Ingersoll;  Hillsdale^' 
Witter. J.  Baxter,  Fred  Fowler,  Geo.  C.  Munroe,  Edson  J.  Chester,  John  1*. 
Cook,  Chancey  Leonard,  J.  M.  Osborn,  Fred  M.  Holloway;  Ingham — 
Ephraim  Longyear,  A.  N.  Hart,  Peter  Lowe,  ;Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Tenney, 
Wm.  H.  Chai)man,  Smith  Tooker,  S.  L.  Gibbons;  Ionia — Wm.  W.  Mitchell, 
(J'yrus  Lovell;  Jackson — II.  A.  Hayden,  D.  Johnson,  Anson  H.  Delamater, 
H.  H.  Bingham,  Fidus  Livermore;  Kalamazoo — E.  Lakin  Brown,  Henry 
Little,  Amos  D.  Allen,  Henry  liishop;  Shiawassee — Koger  Ilaviland,  John 
N.  Ingeisoll;  Wayne — Levi  Bishop,  J.  C.  Holmes,  Bela  Hubbard,  J.  S. 
Tibbitts,  Supjdy  Chase.  Levi  r>olson,  W.  C.  Hoyt,  J.  Wilkie  Moore. 

Additional  <lelegatcs  from  Wayne  county  were  admitted. 

Mr.  Witt(M'  J.  P.axter.  chairman  of  the  committee  to  draft  articles  of 
association,  reported  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  which,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, and  a  few  slight  amendments,  were  adopted  and  the  committee 
was  discharged. 

After  the  otticers  had  been  duly  elected,  the  President,  Mr.  Albeit 
Miller,  invited  the  members  of  the  society  to  meet  at  Bay  City  for  a 
social  gathering  at  sinh  a  time  as  the  Executive  Committee  might  desig- 
nate, which  was  accepted. 

At  this  me<*ting  several  presentations  were  made  to  the  historical  col- 
lections of  the  society. 

The  T'rcsidcnt  then  read  the  following  jiaper: 

PKESIDENTS  ADDRESS. 

Fki.i.ow  Pioxebrs:  Pciliaps  w  lial  I  am  about  to  say  would  come  with  a 
lietter  grace  from  some  one  who  do('s  not  belong  to  tlie  class  of  which 
I  i(ro|tose  to  speak.  But  when  we  consider  that  none. but  a  pioneer  of 
Michigan  <an  fully  comprejiend  the  trials.  ditViciilf ies.  privations,  and 
iriiiTiiplis  of  those  \vh(»  left  coiiifcdtable  and  pleasant  Ikuiics  in  the  Eastern 
States,  ami  on  the  British  Isles,  to  take  the  long  journey  to  the  far  West — 
as  Michigan  was  cosidered  40  years  ago — and  take  up  their  abo«le  in  the 
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wilderness,  I  feel  at  liberty  to  present  my  views  of  some  of  the  character- 
istics of  the  class  referred  to^,  as  they  appear  to  my  mind,  after  an  associa- 
tion with  them  for  over  40  years. 

When  a  great  undertaking  is  accomplished  which  conduces  to  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  those  who  were  instrumental  in  conferring  the  benetit 
are  held  in  great  veneration  by  their  posterity.  For  instance^  who  can 
fail  to  admire  and  praise  the  heroism  of  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution, 
who  by  their  indomitable  courage  and  perseverance  endured  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  a  seven  years'  war  with  a  powerful  nation?  They 
finally  conquered,  and  established  for  us  a  free  government  under  which 
there  has  arisen  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

The  soldiers  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain — some  of  whom  linger 
among  us — are  held  in  great  veneration,  because  they  fought  for  and 
maintained  rights  that  are  dear  to  every  American  citizen,  and  the  men 
who  struggled  in  the  late  war  for  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  our 
glorious  Union,  are  deservedly  held  in  great  esteem;  and  in  future  years, 
when  the  people  fully  realize  the  great  benefit  the  nation  has  derived  from 
eradicating  the  foul  blot  which  so  long  obscured  its  glory,  their  deeds 
will  shine  with  still  greater  lustre;  and  the  preservers  of  the  nation  will 
be  held  in  equal  veneration  with  those  who  fought  to  establish  it. 

Now  in  view  of  these  facts,  should  there  be  no  meed  of  praise  accorded 
to  those  who  have  conquered  a  wilderness  from  the  grasp  of  savages, 
wild  beasts,  mosquitoes,  black-birds,  miasma,  and  poisonous  reptiles,  and 
made  it  the  location  of  a  great  State.  Those  who  enlisted  in  the  army 
to  conquer  the  wilderness  did  not  enlist  for  a  few  months  or  years  but 
for  a  lifetime.  They  took  up  the  march  determined  to  go  forward;  if 
they  succeeded  they  were  sure  of  the  prize  for  which  they  were  toiling. 
There  was  no  turning  back;  the  bridge  behind  them  had  been  destroyed, 
the  associations  connected  with  their  youth  and  early  manhood  had  been 
severed,  they  had  chosen  their  course  of  life  and  must  pursue  it;  so  if 
discouraging  circumstances  intervened,  there  was  nothing  left  them  but 
to  persevere  with  redoubled  energy  and  overcome  them.  But  those  who 
undertook  the  task,  were  not  the  drones  of  society,  who  depended  on 
others  for  a  livelihood,  but  they  were  men  of  independent  minds,  deter- 
mined to  plant  themselves,  and  leave  their  posterity  where  the  soil  would 
yield  a  better  remuneration  for  the  labor  bestowed  upon  it,  than  would 
the  hillsides  of  the  New  England  States. 

Here,  broad  acres  might  be  purchased  with  a  small  capital,  which  with 
time  and  labor  might  be  converted  into  productive  farms.  There  are 
but  few  failures  to  record.  In  my  whole  observation  after  a  residence 
of  forty-four  years  in  Michigan,  I  cannot  recall  a  single  instance  where  a 
man  went  on  to  a  piece  of  land  of  his  own,  and  made  it  his  business  to 
clear  and  cultivate  it  perseveringly  for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  and  was  not 
rewarded  with  a  pleasant  homestead  with  all  the  comforts  of  life  around 
him. 

But  many  a  noble  pioneer  has  fallen  in  the  struggle  before  the  victory 
was  won.  Overtaken  by  disease  occasioned  by  hardships  and  privations, 
added  to  the  malaria  incident  to  new  countries,  he  struggled  for  a  time 
without  medical  attendance  or  the  proper  nourishment  necessary  to  re- 
cuperate a  diseased  body;  he  at  last  succumbed  to  the  grim  messenger, 
Jhis  spirit  passed  away,  his  remains  taken  by  a  few  neighbors  to  some 
elevated  spot  he  had  labored  to  improve,  perhaps  to  be  removed  in  after 
years  to  some  beautiful  cemetery,  where  loving  friends  have  erected  a 
monument  to  his  memorv. 
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Few  of  the  early  settlers  of  Michigan  were  possessed  of  large  pecuniary 
means.  The  prevailing  idea  was  to  obtain  a  competence,  and  surround 
themselves  with  the  comforts  of  life  rather  than  to  amass  large  fortunes. 
Forty  years  ago  three  hundred  dollars  was  considered  a  fair  capital  for 
a  small  family  to  commence  with.  One  hundred  dollars  would  j)ur(hase 
eighty  acres  of  land,  one  hundred  to  buy  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  few  farm- 
ing tools,  and  the  other  hundred  to  purchase  provisions  necessary  for 
the  family  till  sufficient  could  be  raised  form  the  land.  With  such 
beginnings  no  A^ery  aristocratic  or  demoralizing  tastes  could  be  indulged. 
It  was  necessary  to  practice  great  industry  and  the  strictest  economy, 
but  from  such  beginnings  I  have  known  great  results  to  follow. 

The  town  in  which  I  sj)ent  the  first  year  and  a  half  of  my  residence  in 
Michigan  was  settled  almost  exclusively  by  agriculturalists  who  made  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  their  principal  business,  and  they  all  began  with 
small  means.  A  year  ago  I  visited  my  old  neighbors  after  an  absence 
of  many  years,  and  upon  inquiring  into  the  circumstances  of  some  of 
those  who  commenced  on  their  eighty  acres  of  land  and  had  little  else 
to  depend  upon,  I  learned  that  one  had  been  unfortunate  in  losing  a  large 
amount  in  a  speculation  undertaken  to  make  money  faster  than  by  the 
slow  process  of  farming;  that  he  was  not  worth  more  than  ten  thousand, 
dollars;  others,  after  whose  welfare  I  in()uired,  had  accumulated  sums 
of  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-five,  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  each,  and 
one  was  worth  as  high  as  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  present  condition  of  the  institutions  of  our  State  shows  that  there 
were  thinkers  as  well  as  workers  among  the  pioneers  of  Michigan.  We 
have  not  been  servile  copyists  from  older  sister  States  of  all  the  laws 
which  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  our  citizens,  for  some  laws 
which  at  the  time  of  their  adoption  wei-e  considered  great  innovations  on 
established  usages  were  first  inaugurated  by  a  Michigan  Legislature  and 
afterwards  adopted  by  almost  every  State  in  the  Union;  the  homestead 
exemption  law  is  an  instance.  The  first  move  ever  made  in  a  legislative 
body  looking  to  that  measure  was  made  in  the  Legislature  of  Michigan 
during  the  session  of  ]S47.by  the  Hon. and  Rev.  John  D.  Pierce,  who  intro- 
duced a  bill  which  was  defeated,  but  at  the  next  session,  after  the 
measure  had  been  before  the  people,  it  was  adopted  by  a  large  nuijority. 
The  jteople  of  Michigan  ai"e  also  indebted  to  Mr.  Pierce  for  th(^  inaugura- 
tion of  our  excellent  school  system,  which  I  believe  is  the  nearest  per- 
fect of  any  system  of  education  now  in  force  in  any  State  in  the  Union. 
Mr.  Pierce  is  still  living,  so  let  his  name  be  freiiuently  mentioned  by 
us,  and  if  no  marJtlp  monument  shall  per]>etuate  his  memoiy  let  it  be 
cherished  in  the  hearts  of  a  grateful  people. 

Some  have  j»ersumed  to  censure  the  managers  of  our  young  State,  who 
in  IS.'U;  inagurated  our  system  of  internal  imjirovements,  and  rontracted 
the  Sn.OOO.OOO  loan;  but  the  most  that  can  be  said  of  them  now  is  that 
they  were  a  little  ahead  of  the  tiuK'S.  The  a])parent  great  prosjterity  of 
the  country',  which  the  people  supposed  was  real,  and  would  continue, 
was  suddenly  checked  through  causes  that  could  not  have  been  fore- 
seen, and  our  jx^ople  struggled  for  many  years  und«'r  the  incubus  of 
a  heavy  debt,  liefore  the  real  |)rosperity  came  that  rc^piired  the  improve- 
ments that  had  formerly  l)een  proj<'cted.  all  of  which  have  since  been 
required  except  the  improvement  of  some  of  the  water-courses;  ilie  neces- 
sity for  whicli  has  been  superseded  by  m(\\ns  of  the  more  rapid  Irans- 
]»ortation  by  rail. 

There  are  few  localities  on   llie  face  of  the  globe  where  the  natural 
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elements  and  facilities  for  building  up  a  great  and  prosperous  State  were 
more  abundant  than  were  those  pertaining  to  the  peninsula  of  Michi- 
gan. No  people  since  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  Plymouth  Rock, 
who  have  undertaken  to  erect  a  state  on  the  site  of  a  vast  wilderness; 
have  better  performed  the  duty  of  shaping  its  institutions  and  improv- 
ing its  resources.  It  has  been  done  in  a  manner  that  will  conduce  to 
the  happiness  of  coming  generations  by  the  pioneers  of  Michigan. 

A  large  majority  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  peninsula  were  natives 
of  the  New  England  States,  New  York,  England  and  Scotland^  who 
brought  with  them  the  habits  of  industry  and  economy  to  which  they 
were  trained  in  their  youth,  and  improved  upon  the  love  of  liberty,  which 
is  inherent  in  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  and  countries  of  w^hich 
they  were  natives.  Although  party  prejudices  maj'  at  times  have  warped 
the  judgment  of  some  of  the  people,  it  is  well  known  that  a  larger  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  were  always  in  favor  of  the  largest  individual 
liberty  that  could  be  accorded  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  com- 
munity at  large. 

The  people  of  Michigan  have  ever  been  faithful  to  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  which  declared  that  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude — 
except  for  the  punishment  of  crime — should  be  tolerated  within  the  limits 
of  the  territory  which  was  to  comprise  our  State.  They  were  the  first 
to  inaugurate  and  prosecute  measures  that  served  to  free  our  sister 
States  from  the  curse  of  slavery. 

Our  reformatory  institutions  and  those  for  the  care  and  education  of 
the  unfortunates  are  in  advance  of  those  provided  for  the  same  class 
in  many  of  the  older  States.  Our  University  is  the  pride  of  the  State, 
and  our  common-school  system  is  carried  on  in  a  manner  that  insures 
the  coming  generation  from  the  blight  of  ignorance.  Our  religious  in- 
stitutions are  such  as  could  never  have  existed  at  the  present  time  had 
not  the  pioneers  been  a  class  of  people  who  delighted  in  cherishing  them. 

I  have  traveled  much  through  our  country,  but  in  no  State  have  I 
seen  such  evidences  of  thrift  and  comfort  in  the  rural  districts  as  in 
our  own,  and  many  of  the  palatial  residences  which  we  see  on  the  highly- 
cultivated  farms  are  the  homes  of  pioneers  who  where  once  content  for 
the  time  being  in  their  log  houses  with  chimneys  built  of  sticks  and  clay. 

If  I  should  undertake  to  mention  all  the  privations  which  were  endured 
by  those  who  settled  remote  from  mills,  and  from  towns  where  supplies 
could  be  purchased,  some  present  might  think  me  personal,  and  endeavor- 
ing to  make  public  the  condition  of  poverty  which  once  attended  them. 
But  no  pioneer  of  Michigan,  with  good  health  and  a  brave  heart,  was 
ever  really  poor,  for  there  was  a  world  of  wealth  before  him,  and  he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  go  forward  and  possess  it. 

The  work  of  the  pioneer  in  this  republic  is  a  necessary  work;  it  is  a 
great  and  responsible  work,  but  still  it  is  a  very  humble  one.  The  name 
of  pioneer  never  shines  on  the  historic  page,  when  perhaps  the  whole 
course  of  action  for  which  the  orator  and  warrior  is  praised  and  feted 
has  been  marked  out  by  him. 

The  pioneer  is  not  tenacious  of  the  power  he  once  possessed  of  direct- 
ing the  affairs  of  State,  for  he  has  so  well  educated  his  successors  in  their 
duties  to  the  State  and  nation  that  he  is  willing  to  trust  the  reins  of 
government  in  their  hands. 
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In  a  few  more  years  the  last  of  tbe  noble  band  who  conquered  the 
wilderness  and  molded  the  institutions  of  our  n(jble  Mithifjan  will  haw 
passed  away,  so  let  the  names  of  the  few  that  still  remain  be  recorded, 
and  the  record  i)reserved  where  future  generations  njay  know  the  names 
of  those  to  whom  they  will  be  indebted  for  many  of  the  blessings  that 
will  be  transmitted  to  them    by  a  free  and  enlightened  ancestry. 

This  adress  was  supplenienlcd  by  remarks  from  Mr.  ().  C.  (Jomstock, 
touching  the  valuable  work  of  .John  D.  Pierce,  also  that  of  Oshea  Wilder. 
who  in  1835  published  a  series  of  articles  in  a  Detroit  paper  advocating 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  St.  Joseph  to  Detroit. 

Interesting  remarks  were  made  by  several  gentlemen,  stories  told  of 
boyhood  and  ])ioneor  life,  some  funny,  and  some  pathetic  and  thrilling. 

it  was  stated  that  David  McKinstry  located  the  first  80  acres  in  Cal 
houn  Co.,  the  site  of  the  city  of  Marshall.  Oct.  1st,  1830. 

Several  members  especially  desired  that  pioneer  women  slionld  become 
active  members  of  the  society,  contribute  relics,  prepare  and  read  papers, 
etc. 

Mr.  Oliver  C.  Comstock  was  invited  to  write  a  sketch  of  the  internal 
imi)rovements  of  Michigan,  and  Mr.  A.  N.  Hart  to  write  on  the  early 
banking  institutions  of  the  State,  to  be  read  at  the  second  annual  meet 
ing  of  the  society.  Mr.  John  D.  Pierce  was  rec^uested  to  prepare  an' 
article  on  our  educational  system.  A  rather  humorous  history  of  wild 
cat  banking  was  given  by  E.  Lakin  Brown. 

Twenty-two  members  signed  the  constitution,  after  which  the  meet- 
ing adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  Executive  Committee. 
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In  ((.iiiiiliiinrc  with  tlie  invitation  of  the  President.  Hon.  Albert  Miller, 
and  the  lecommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  State  Pioneer 
Society  met  at  Saginaw  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to  Ray  City,  for 
a  social  reunion,  on  Wednesday,  June  l'4th,  1874. 

The  steamer  Duulap  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  pioneers,  vet 
erans,  and  their  friends.     About  170  persons  emltarked  and  glided  down 
the  river  about  11  a.  .m.     Ajjpropriate  music  from  Engles'  band  added 
materially  to  the  trip  to  Ray  City,  Where  hospitality  is  never  stinted. 

The  oiliest  jierson  present  was  John  Todd  of  Owo.sso.  a  hardy  and 
honored  j)ioneer  of  SO  years.  The  youngest  was  John  R.  Rodman  of 
East  Saginaw.  2A  years  old.  May  that  "toddling  wee  thing."  fifty  years 
lience,  in  our  rising  capitol,  tell  the  story  of  the  first  social  reunion  of 
Michigan  Pioneers  of  1874. 
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Most  of  the  oflScers  of  the  society  were  present  at  this  reunion.  Letters 
of  regret  from  several  persons  who* had  expected  to  be  there  were  read 
by  the  President,  Judge  Miller.  One  from  Governor  Bagley  play- 
fully alluded  to  his  size.  He  pleaded  a  previous  engagement  to  be  present 
at  Ann  Arbor  on  that  day.  He  said,  "I  know  I  am  big  enough  to  cut  up 
and  send  half  to  each  place,  but  I  must  object,  and  I  feel  that  I  must 
keep  my  engagement  to  the  University;,  so  that  I  can  only  be  with  you  in 
spirit." 

In  a  somewhat  different  vein  is  one  from  Mrs.  Sophia  A.  Gotee  Jenny 
of  Flint: 

"Since  we  last  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  I  have  on  several  occasions 
attempted  to  write  a  chapter  in  the  history  of  pioneer  life,  and  as  often 
failed,  not  from  want  of  interest  or  lack  of  incident,  but  my  heart  has 
so  filled  with  the  tender  memories  of  the  past  that  I  could  not  proceed. 

''My  first  reminiscences  in  this,  our  adopted  State,  are  of  a  numerous 
famil}^  of  immigrants,  of  which  I  was  a  member;  all  were  young,  hope- 
ful, and  buoyant  at  the  prospect  of  the  future.  The  remembrances  of 
to-day  are  of  seeing  them  one  by  one  waving  their  adieus  and  crossing 
the  mystic  river,  until,  like  the  'lone  tree  upon  the  prairie,'  I  am  left, 
and  like  it  must  soon  be  drifted  down  the  river  of  time  to  be  seen; — but 
what  matter 

"If  shadows  lie  low  on  the  hill, 
If  life's  throbbing  pulse  has  grown  suddenly  still? 
What  sweeter  hath  life  than  in  dying  to  rest, 
With  calm  poising  faith  on  His  sheltering  breast?" 

In  the  letter  from  Thomas  A.  Drake  of  Pontiac,  and  remarks  by 
Edwin  Jerome^,  are  graphically  portrayed  some  of  the  perilous  incidents 
of  pioneer  life.  These,  with  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  "Uncle  Harvey  Wil- 
liams," read  by  Hon.  C.  D.  Little  of  Saginaw,  we  give  nearly  entire.  Mr. 
Drake's  letter  is  as  follows: 

"The  celebration  to  which  you  so  kindly  invited  me  is  one  of  no 
ordinary  character. 

"The  early  settlement  of  the  Saginaw  valley  and  the  organization  of 
our  State  government  are  subjects  deeply  interesting;  and  while  I  remem- 
ber the  one  I  cannot  forget  the  other.  There  are  few  events  more  deeply 
seated  in  memory  than  my  first  visit  to  Saginaw.  Perhaps  it  is  wisely 
ordered  that  we  cannot  review  the  past  without  commingled  emotions 
of  pain  and  pleasure;  thus  we  are  preserved  from  the  evil  effects  of 
satiety  and  depondency.  The  incidents  of  that  journey,  though  many 
and  iioaportant,  are  known  to  but  few, — my  traveling  companion  and 
associate.  Commissioner  Frost,  who  alone  knew  what  occurred  to  us 
on  that  journey,  has  passed  away,  and  I  alone  am  left  to  relate  our 
adventures.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  forgive  the  egotism  of 
this  letter. 

"On  our  way  home  the  question  of  life  and  death  was  presented  to  us 
with  little  time  for  reflection. 

"It  rained  very  heavily  while  we  were  at  Saginaw,  and  when  Frost 
and  I  were  ready  to  return,  we  were  ferried  over  the  river  at  Green 
Point  by  Jewett.  We  moved  rapidly  to  the  usual  crossing  on  Cass  river, 
the  increased  velocity  of  the  water  plainly  telling  us  we  could  not  cross 
at  that  place  in  safety.  It  was  raining  hard,  and  we  made  for  the  upper 
crossing,  a  mile  or  more  up  the  river,  where  we  found  the  river  muc'h 
narrower  and  the  north  bank  quite  elevated.  There  were  a  few  deserted 
Indian  cabins  on  the  north  bank,  some  of  them  made  of  logs  split  into 
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halves  or  ^^labs.  We  unsaddled  our  horses  and  drove  them  into  the 
river;  they  swam  easily  to  the  opj)osite  shore,  went  out  of  the  river  and 
went  to  feedinjr.  We  hastily  pulled  down  a  cabin,  took  the  timbers  to 
the  edj;e  of  the  waters,  and  there  formed  a  raft.  We  fastened  the  timbers 
as  well  as  we  could  with  our  surcinjiles.  laid  timber  and  bark  on  top  for 
a  floor  or  jilatform.  i>ut  our  saddles,  portmanteaus,  and  blankets  on 
board,  and  havin^r  two  of  the  jjoles  we  could  tind  at  any  of  the  cabins. 
we  shoved  our  frail  craft  into  the  surging  water  and  both  jumped  on. 
The  tirst  jtush  made  carried  us  into  water  so  deep  we  could  not  reach 
bottom  with  our  poles,  and  down  stream  we  went  with  the  rapidity  of 
a  race-horse.  Our  jK)les  were  so  slender  they  were  of  no  use  as  oars. 
We  ap]>lied  all  the  energy  we  possessed,  and  so  shaped  the  course  of  our 
raft  that  it  came  so  near  the  south  shore  in  jtassing  one  of  the  bends  that 
I  caught  hold  of  the  tojts  of  some  willows  standing  on  the  bank.  By 
holding  fast  our  raft  swung  round  and  brought  us  so  near  that  my  com- 
panion got  tirm  hold  of  the  bushes  and  we  jumped  on  shore,  neither 
frightened  nor  hurt.  Our  horses  were  soon  caught  and  saddled,  our 
trajtpings  secured,  and  upon  full  gallop  for  Flint  river,  which  we  reached 
a  little  after  sunset. 

"Our  business  to  Saginaw  was  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice  for  that 
county.  There  we  found  .Indge  Dexter  and  engineer  and  surveyor  Ris- 
don  platting  the  city  of  Saginaw.  Dexter  approached  the  commissioners 
with  his  skeleton  map  in  hand;  one  of  the  lots  he  designated  as  court- 
house lot,  and  very  abrujitly  informed  them  that  if  they  located  the 
site  for  the  seat  of  justice  on  that  lot  he  would  donate  it  to  the  county, 
and  would  give  to  each  of  the  commissioners  one  lot.  perhai>s  two.  Our 
other  associate  was  satisfied  with  Dexter's  proposition,  and  from  that 
moment  till  we  left  I  think  he  lo(»ked  at  nothing  but  the  lots  Dexter 
proposed  to  give  him.  I  felt  inclined  to  tn^at  Dexter's  proposition  with 
contempt,  and  for  a  time  Frost  agreed  with  me  and  we  looked  at  other 
places. 

"There  was  then  ;in  iininlialdted  foi-est  where  East  Saginaw  now  stands, 
and  it  was  said  that  the  whole  country,  after  getting  back  from  the 
river,  was  a  nutrass  and  uninhabitable.  However,  we  resolved  to  inspect 
it  for  ourselves.  With  Jewett  for  a  gui<le,  we  traversed  the  country  up 
and  down  the  river,  and  from  the  river  back,  until  we  were  satisfled  we 
had  found  the  best  place  for  a  court-house.  Uesides  Jewett,  there  was 
with  us  that  day  a  nmn  by  the  name  of  Joshua  Terry  of  Tontiac.  Frost 
and  I  lixed  upon  a  site,  and  drove  a  stake  to  indicate  the  spot  selected. 
We  took  measurements  from  ditferent  points  on  the  river,  with  such 
bearings  as  wouhl  enable  one  to  lind  the  identical  spot,  and  agreed  to 
meet  the  next  morning  and  make  our  icjtort.  I  went  to  Jewett's  shanty 
at  CJreen  Point,  and  Frost  went  to  the  fort,  as  it  was  called,  where  he 
would  find  (uir  other  associate.  The  next  nnu-ning.  to  my  suprise,  I 
found  that  Frost  had  been  overcome,  demoralized  anil  had  actually  signed 
a  re|»ort  locating  the  site  on  the  lot  selected  by  Dexter.  Through  the 
l((ve  of  whisky  entertained  by  Frost,  ami  the  love  of  gain  by  the  other 
commissioner,  the  county  seat  was  located  at  Saginaw.  I  was  then  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council  from  ( ►akiand  <(»uniy  and  all  the  lower 
peninsula  north  and  west  of  it,  and  with  juide  I  endeavored  to  extend 
and  uph(dd  tin*  interests  of  my  constittients,  the  jiioneers  of  Oakland, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  beautiful  valley  of  (he  land  of  Sam.  I  have  with 
deep  solicitude  and  great  pleasure  witnessed  the  untiring  exertions  of  the 
pionr-ers.  and  the  marvelous  growth  and  |irosperity  of  the  country. 

"Fifty  years  ago  this  vast  country,  of  which  the  Saginaw  valley  may 
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be  considered  the  center,  was  the  home  of  the  deer  and  the  red  man; 
its  deep  forests  were  then  unmarked  by  the  steps  of  the  paleface;  most 
of  it  was  beyond  the  pale  of  civilization.  And  w*hat  do  we  see  now? 
Towns  and  cities  adorn  the  land;  railroads  traverse  the  country  in  every 
direction;  its  rivers  are  utilized  for  highways  of  commerce  and  travel, 
and  as  resistless  motive  powers  for  manufactories;  its  forests  are  reced- 
ing- before  the  blows  of  the  axman,  and  being  converted  into  articles  of 
commerce  and  wafted  away  thousands  of  miles  for  improvement  or 
ornament  in  distant  countries. 

"Above  all  and  beyond  all,  on  the  2J:th  of  June,  1874,  the  pioneers 
of  fhe  ^tate  propose  to  inagurate  and  to  carry  into  execution  a  celebra- 
tion of  the  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  State  government.  All 
hail,  pioneers  of  Saginaw!  Long  have  you  suffered  and  gloriously  have 
you  conquered.  May  you  long  enjoy  the  rich  reward  with  which  your 
labors  are  crowned.     Receive  the  congratulations  of  an  old  pioneer." 

Another  interesting  reminiscence  from  Edwin  Jerome  was  listened 
TO  with  much  pleasure.     Mr.  Jerome  said: 

Pioneers  of  the  State  of  Michigan  : — I  am  happy  to  meet  you  on  this 
our  first  social  reunion  in  this  flourishing  Bay  City,  standing  upon 
grounds  sacred  to  memory,  and  on  which  forty-eight  years  ago  your 
relator  camped  and  slept. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1833  I  enlisted  in  the  war  depart- 
ment, commanded  by  Col.  Anderson,  then  a  resident  of  Detroit,  to  assist 
in  a  coast  survey  of  Lake  Huron,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  three 
cadets  from  West  Point — Lieut.  Heintzelman.  since  a  general  and  dis- 
tinguished soldier  in  our  late  fratricidal  war.  as  onr  leader;  Lieut.  Poole, 
second  in  command;  Lieut.  Lee,  third  or  junior  commander,  commissary, 
George  Moran  of  Grosse  Point;  government  hunter,  your  venerable  and 
much  respected  townsman.  Capt.  Francois  Marsac,  the  crack  of  whose 
rifle,  aimed  by  his  keen  eye.  fed  the  stomachs  of  the  party  with  some 
two  hundred  wild  duck,  four  bears,  several  deer,  a  number  of  raccoons, 
etc.  Yet  the  speed  and  hardy  endurance  of  the  captain's  body  and  limbs 
were  inadequate  to  the  task  of  capturing  a  moose,  whose  keen  eye,  ear, 
scent,  and  fleet  foot  successfully  evaded  a  hard  day's  chase.  Among  the 
privates  in  the  Yankee  mess  were  myself  and  six  others.  Henry  Snelling, 
Mr.  Cowles, — a  nephew  of  Col.  Anderson, — Mr.  Jacobus,  and  three  others 
whose  names  I  cannot  recall.  In  the  French  mess  were  14,  making  a 
total  of  26  souls,  counting  Lieut.  Poole,  v.iiose  whereabouts  we  never 
learned.  Our  field  service  commenced  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron,  a 
few  miles  above  Fort  Gratiot,  at  the  then  northern  terminus  of  the 
government  land  survey  of  Michigan.  Speaking  wholly  from  a  forty- 
one  years'  memory,  I  shall  omit  any  attempt  to  describe  minutely  the 
majestic  forests,  romantic  spots  now  dotted  with  cities,  the  marble  rocks 
found  on  the  beach,  etc.;  but  will  note  the  fact  that  our  pioneer  party 
made  the  first  survey  of  the  pearly  little  stream,  took  the  soundings  of 
the  noble  harbor,  and  the  beautiful  site  of  the  far-famed  citv  of  White 
Rock. 

Leaving  this  capacious  harbor,  so  well  stocked  with  defensive  boulders, 
we  soon  arrived  at  and  successfully  doubled  that  rough,  rocky,  small- 
caverned  cape,  Pointe  an  Barques.  Leaving  the  broad  expanse  of  Lake 
Huron,  we  entered  the  extensive  bay  of  Saginaw,  whose  dangerousl;v 
rough  seas  have  been  recently  brought  to  mind  by  the  perilous  voyages 
of  fishermen,  and  the  sacrifice  of  those  six  noble-hearted  men  from  Ala- 
baster who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  attempt  to  rescue  those  fishermen. 
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This  brought  to  mind  with  singular  clearness  one  of  the  most  perilous 
scenes  of  my  life.  On  our  arrivail  at  I'igeon  river  we  crossed  over  to  and 
niadf  a  survey  of  Charity  Island,  but  unfortunately  left  a  small  cur 
dog  in  the  woods,  belonging  to  Lieut.  Toole.  The  next  day  I  was  detailed 
with  four  others,  and  with  two  day's  provisions,  in  a  yawl  boat  to 
rescue  the  dog.  ^^'e  proceeded  about  fifteen  miles,  propelled  by  our 
muscles  apj^lied  to  oars,  under  a  clear,  calm  sky  and  jdacid  waters.  On 
approaching  the  cove-sided  island  we  were  reminded  of  our  errand  of 
mercy  by  the  dog  leaping  in  the  air,  running  and  capering;  with  joyous 
yelpings  he  leaped  into  the  boat.  Just  at  this  moment  a  light  vaporing 
shadow  Hit  ted  away  from  the  spot  the  dog  left,  and  it  has  been  a  matter 
of  serious  speculation  whether  it  was  the  shadow  of  Lieut.  Poole's  soul 
flitting  otV.  \Ve  imme<lialely  set  out  on  our  return  with  the  brightest  pros- 
pects and  a  full  sjjread  of  canvas;  when  about  eight  rods  from  shore 
we  suddenly  encountered  a  southwesterly  gale,  and  twice  attempted  and 
failed  to  come  in  stays  with  a  view  to  regain  the  island.  On  the  third 
endeavor  our  mast  cracked  about  half  off  near  the  foot,  and  the  sail 
dipjted  water,  bringing  us  in  stays  double  quick,  with  an  ominous  sheet 
of  water  jiouring  (tver  the  side.  By  a  great  and  despairing  effort  with 
our  weight  on  the  ujjper  edge,  our  sail  lifted  from  the  water  and  our  craft 
righted.  Hats  and  shoes  were  vigoi<Misly  plied  in  bailing,  and  as  soon  as 
fK)Ssible  our  oars  were  put  in  motion  an<l  the  b(»at  headed  for  the  island,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  and  we  in  a  direct  line  into  Lake  Huron;  after 
an  hour  of  the  hardest  struggle  for  life  we  found  ourselves  nearing  the 
island,  on  which  we  were  glad  to  encamp  for  the  night.  The  next  day  we 
placed  our  little  craft  before  the  gale,  and  one  hour  and  ten  minutes 
sped  us  safely  into  cam]!.  I  can  bear  ample  testimony  to  the  turbu- 
lence of  the  waves  of  Saginaw  bay  in  rough  weather.  While  on  this 
j»assage  I  stood  holding  on  to  the  mast,  while  in  the  trough  t)f  the  sea 
nothing  but  the  sky  could  be  seen  to  the  front  or  rear  at  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees.  On  looking  at  the  white-caps  chasing  in  rear,  ap 
jiarently  to  engulf  me  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  beneath  its  crest,  my  hair 
{Hilled  fearfully  and  my  heart  seemed  leaping  from  my  body. 

Passing  over  the  minor  incidents  in  the  progress  of  our  work,  from  tin 
encampment  at  Pigeon  river  to  the  Saginaw  river,  we  finally  ]»it(hed  oui' 
tents  on  or  near  the  site  of  your  enter]irising  city,  and  took  observations 
for  nine  successive  days  of  the  sun  crossing  the  meridian,  to  determine 
the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  mouth  of  this  capacious  river,  your 
relator  each  time  noting  the  exact  second  from  an  excellent  chronometer. 

Now,  when  1  ride  in  the  cities  of  the  Saginaw  valley  in  palace  cars 
on  first-class  well-stocked  railroads,  or  ri<le  u|>  and  down  this  river  in 
a  noble  steamer,  beautifully  furnished,  viewing  in  su])rise  the  almost 
continuous  line  of  cities  along  its  banks,  the  immense  lumber  yards  anil 
salt  works,  the  memory  of  IS.".:',  and  1S.''.(;  leaps  forth  and  asks,  did  all 
this  sju'ing  from  chaos?  Then  forbidding  sterility,  extensive  marshes, 
deep  bayous,  and  sturdy  forests  prevailed  to  discourage  a  settler.  In 
those  early  years  y(»ur  wafer-lines  of  river,  bay.  or  lake  were  familiar: 
I  trav<'rsed  the  Tif tabawassee  and  its  branches.  (Miippewa  and  Pine,  Bad 
rivei-.  <  'ass.  I''linl.  ami  Mishtcgayoe.  exploring  their  forests,  selecting  their 
clioicesi  linil>er  and  finest  lands.  And  now,  my  old  co  laborers  in  the 
woods  and  fields  of  .Michigan,  wishin;:  yon  a  long  life  and  joyous  end. 
1  s.'iv  adieu. 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  ''UNCLE  HAKVEY  WILLIAMS." 

BY.   HON.   C.    D.    LITTLE  OF   SAGINAW. 

Oliver  Williams  was  born  in  Concord,  Mass.,  in  1774.  In  1808  he 
visited  Detroit,  and  after  prospecting  for  a  time  returned  to  Concord.  He 
visited  Detroit  again  in  1809  and  remained  until  1811,  when  he  con- 
cluded to  engage  in  the  mercantile  trade.  He  proceeded  to  Boston  and 
procured  a  general  assortment  of  merchandise  of  the  value  of  ten  thous- 
and dollars.  Alpheus  Williams,  a  brother-in-law  of  Oliver,  became  his 
endorser  for  the  purchase  at  Boston.  I  mention  this  incident  as  the  con- 
necting inducement  which  at  a  later  period  was  the  means  of  bringing 
Alpheus  Williams  to  the  territory  of  Michigan.  While  these  goods  were 
being  transported  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  they  were  seized  by  the  British 
government,  Mr.  Williams  made  a  prisoner  and  conveyed  to  Halifax. 
After  being  confined  a  prisoner  at  Halifax  for  a  number  of  months  he 
was  released,  and  returned  to  Detroit.  Oliver  Williams  did  not  remove 
his  family — which  consisted  of  four  son*  and  four  daughters — until  the 
year  1815. 

Oliver  Williams,  being  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  determined  that  his 
brother-in-law  should  lose  nothing  by  his  indorsement  for  him,  and  though 
he  "had  lost  everything,  he  told  Alpheus  he  could  and  would^,  if  life  and 
health  were  spared  for  a  few  years,  accumulate  enough  to  pay  every 
dollar  of  the  ten  thousand.  With  this  honest  purpose  in  view,  in  a  new 
country,  he  commenced  the  herculean  task  of  raising  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. This,  with  a  large  family  to  support,  the  oldest  only  thirteen  years 
of  age,  would  have  disheartened  most  men.  but  not  Mr.  Williams.  By 
strict  economy  and  untiring  zeal  he  succeeded,  and  in  a  few  years  paid 
every  dollar. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  this  man  are  well  remembered  by  the  old 
settlers  of  Northern  Michigan,  and  have  been  prominently  instrumental 
in  developing  its  resources.  Ephriam  S.,  better  known  as  Major  Wil- 
liams,, is  now  a  resident  of  Flint;  Gardner  D.  became  a  resident  of  Sag- 
inaw City,  and  died  in  1858;  Alfred  and  Benjamin  O.  are  residents  of 
Owosso;  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Schuyler  Hodges,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Pontiac,  while  Alpheus  and  Harriet — now  Mrs.  Rogers — are  residing  in 
California. 

In  1815  Oliver  induced  Alpheus  to  remove  from  Concord  to  Detroit,  and 
this  brings  me  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Harvey  Williams,  eldest 
son  of  Alpheus  Williams,  better  known  throughout  the  Saginaw  valley 
as  ''Uncle  Harvey."  He  was  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest,  of  the 
Yankee  pioneers  to  Detroit  now  livinc;  he  came  with  his  mother  to  that 
city  in  1815. 

From  Concord,  Mass.,  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the  journey  was  accomplished 
by  wagon;  from  Buffalo  to  the  mouth  of  Detroit  river  on  a  schooner  of 
40  tons  burthen,  called  the  "Salem  Packet;"  the  master  or  captain  was 
Eber  Ward,  father  of  Captain  Eber  Ward^  now  of  Detroit.  It  required 
thirteen  days  to  accomplish  the  trip  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  river.  At  this 
point  the  packet  was  detained  by  contrary  winds,  and  Mr.  Williams' 
father  chartered  a  cart  and  had  his  goods  carted  to  Windsor,  opposite 
Detroit,  from  which  point  they  were  ferried  over  in  a  "dug  out."  Mov- 
ing in  those  days  was  a  rough  experience.  Mr.  Williams  paid  fifteen 
dollars  each  for  passage  to  Detroit,  and  five  dollars  per  barrel — bulk — 
for  the  goods. 
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At  this  time  Benjamin  Woodwculh  kept  llu'  aristocratic  tavern  in 
Detroit.  It  was  not  a  very  extensive  establislunent.  but  was  enlarged 
from  time  to  time  until,  under  the  good  management  of  ''Uncle  Ben." 
it  obtained  a  wide  reimtation  as  ''Uncle  Ben  Woodworth's  Steamboat 
Hotel.''  and  for  years  was  the  head(iuarters  of  steamboat  men  after 
steamers  commenced  running  on  the  lakes.  It  was  located  on  Wood- 
bride  street,  immediately  in  the  rear  of  where  the  Fireman's  Mall  now 
stands.  Oliver  ^Villiams  kept  a  tavern  of  less  pretensions  on  .Telferson 
avenue,  under  "the  old  elm  tree,"  and  another  tavern  was  kejjt  by  the 
father  of  the  late  Judge  C.  W.  ^Vhipple  down  near  the  Cass  farm.  These 
were  the  hotel  accomodations  of  that  i)eriod  of  the  village  of  Detroit, 
then  containing  about  one  thousand  inhabitants.  "Emerson.  Mark  & 
Conant"  was  the  leading  mercantile  houst^  in  Detroit  at  that  time;  the 
tlim  was  composed  of  Thomas  Emerson,  father  of  Curtis  Emerson.  Escj.. 
of  East  Saginaw,  Stephen  Mack,  and  Shubael  Conant;  they  kept  a  gen- 
eral assortment  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  crockery  and  hardware.  Henry 
I.  Hunt,  Abel  May,  Edward  and  John  S.  Krebel  were  also  selling  goods, 
but  did  not  carry  as  heavy  stpcks  as  Emerson.  Mack  &  Conant.  All 
of  these  merchants  were  in  the  habit  of  issuing  what  were  called  "shin- 
I)lasters,''  and  they  passed  it  as  the  "legal  tender"  of  the  country. 

James  Abbott  was  the  agent  of  the  American  Fur  Com})any.  who  had 
their  "headcjuarters"  for  the  west  at  Detroit;  Abbott  was  also  jtost- 
master.  The  mails  from  the  east  were  very  irregular  and  arrived  only 
semi-occasionally.  It  often  required  four  weeks  or  more  for  a  letter  from 
New  England  to  reach  Detroit,  and  the  postage  thereon  was  twenty- 
five  cents. 

Oen.  Lewis  Cass,  Messrs.  Earned,  Ten  Eyck,  Wetherell.  Forsyth.  John 
and  Thomas  Palmer,  and  Judge  Woodward,  who  aftcM'wards  made  the 
]»lat  of  the  city,  were  among  the  then  prominent  men  of  the  Territory. 

In  the  same  year — 1815 — Uncle  Harvey  commenced  blacksmithiug  on 
the  ground  where  the  Russell  House  now  stands,  making  steel  traps, 
axes,  and  doing  irregular  custom  work  for  the  inhabitants;  there  was 
but  one  other  shoj)  (»f  tin-  kind  in  Detroit,  which  was  owned  by  a  French- 
man named  Peltier. 

Uncle  Harvey's  business  increased  rapidly;  he  soon  ad<led  a  small 
furnace  to  his  shop  and  commenced  casting  plows;  when  his  business  in- 
creased so  that  he  cast  three  plows  a  day.  the  fact  was  jtublished  as  an 
evidence  of  the  "great  juogress  Detroit  was  making  in  her  manufac- 
tories." 

The  coal  used  for  melting  the  ir(>n  was  charcoal,  and  the  blowing  was 
<lone  by  a  .single  horse.  Mr.  William's  business  grew  from  year  to  year, 
until  it  attained  to  .<fHM),(l()()  annually.  Hi'  luuchased.  set  up.  and  used 
the  first  stationary  steam  engine  ever  i'se<l  in  the  teri'itory  <»f  Michigan; 
he  built  for  J.  K.  Dow  and  C.  C.  Trowbridge  the  lirst  steam  engine  for 
the  first  steam  mill  in  Michigan,  and  his  last  work  in  his  shop  in  Detroit 
was  the  building  of  the  two  steam  engines  f«»r  the  old  steamboat  Michi- 
gan. 

.Mr.  Williauis  ehanged  his  location  twice  while  in  hetroit.  He  re- 
moved friiui  the  Knssell  house  lot  to  the  gronnds  now  occupied  by  the 
D.  &  M.  K.  H.  Co..  and  from  that  jMtint  to  the  triangular  lot  (Ui  ( 'ass  street. 
Jefferson  avi-nue.  and  Woodbridge;  here  he  purchased  <ine  Inmdred  and 
five  feet  front  for  one  hundred  and  five  dollars.  Mr.  Williams  informs 
me  that  the  first  circus  performance  ever  given  in  Michigan,  and  which 
he  considers  the  best,  was  in  the  middle  of  the  street  l)etween  where  the 
Piddle  house  now  stands  and  the  old  jail  that  stood  on  the  north  side  of 
Jefferson  avenue,  opposite  the  liiddle  liouse. 
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Mr.  WilliaDis  furnished  all  the  iron  work  for  the  first  substantial  jail 
that  was  built  in  Michigan,  and  has  now  in  his  possession  the  contract 
by  which  was  furnished  to  him  the  iron — forty  tons,  at  seventeen  cents 
per  pound.  He  did  the  iron  work  on  the  first  Presbyterian  church, 
erected  on  the  corner  of  Woodward  avenue  and  Larned  street  in  1818, 
and  also  the  French  Catholic  church,  which  was  commenced  the  same 
year.  With  his  stationary  engine  he  pumped  the  water  for  the  citizens 
of  Detroit.  The  reservoir  was  located  on  Fort  street  west,  between  the 
former  residence  of  Gov.  Baldwin  and.  the  City  Hall;  and  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  note  that  a  three-inch  pipe  was  of  sufficient  capacity  to  furnish 
all  the  water  used  at  the  time.  The  city  paid  Mr.  Williams  |500  per  an- 
num for  the  pumping. 

Late  in  the  fall  of  1842,  Major  Whiting  was  desirous  of  getting  sup- 
plies through  to  the  troops  then  stationed  at  Saginaw  City.  Knowing  the 
determination  and  iudefatigable  perseverance  of  Uncle  Harvey,  he  ap- 
proached him  on  the  subject.  With  reluctance^  after  much  persuasion, 
he  consented  to  make  the  trial.  Calling  to  his  assistance  the  late  John 
Hamilton  of  Genesee  county,  the  journey  was  undertaken  and  accom- 
plished. With  eight  days'  labor  they  succeeded  in  carrying  four  tons  of 
supplies  from  Detroit  to  Saginaw.  In  performing  this  they  were  obliged 
to  ford  the  Clinton  river  five  times;  the  Thread,  Cass  and  Flint  rivers, 
as  well  as  the  Pine  and  the  Elm,  had  to  be  forded.  Fortunate  was  it 
for  the  poor  soldiers  that  they  were  successful,  for  when  the  supplies 
arrived  they  were  almost  famished,  having  been  without  rations  for  two 
days  previous  to  Uncle  Harvey's  arrival.  I  have  mentioned  this  incident 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  from  conversations  with  the  officers  at  this 
time  that  he  formed  the  opinion  that  at  some  future  time  Saginaw  would 
become  one  of  the  important  points  in  Michigan.  For  twelve  succeeding 
years  Mr.  Williams  thought  much  of  Saginaw;  but  not  until  1831  did 
he  see  his  way  clear  or  the  inducements  sufficient  to  tempt  him,  with  all 
h's  courage,  to  try  living  in  a  wilderness  forty  miles  from  civilization. 
On  arrival  in  Saginaw  his  first  labor  was  the  erection  of  a  steam  saw 
mill,  which  was  located  at  the  back  of  Merrimac  street  in  Saginaw  City, 
and  will  be  remembered  as  the  G.  D.  &  E.  F.  Williams'  mill,  and  was  the 
first  steam  mill  erected  in  the  Saginaw  valley.  Afterward  a  run  of 
stone  was  added  to  the  mill,  and  used  for  grinding  corn.  In  1836  and  '37, 
Mr.  Williams  built  the  steam  saw  mill  which  for  a  number  of  years  was 
called  the  Emerson  mill,  and  stood  on  the  grounds  now  occupied  by  the 
East  Saginaw  gas  company.  This  was  tlie  mill  of  its  day.  This  mill 
was  run  by  H.  Williams  till  the  disastrous  crash  of  1837.  Those  of  the 
Saginaw  pioneers  still  living  remember  the  result  of  that  crash.  The 
panic  of  last  September  pales  into  insignificance  in  comparison  with  it. 
Hundreds  of  mechanics  and  laboring  men.  who  had  all  the  work  they 
could  do  at  the  highest  wages  ever  paid,  were  suddenly  thrown  out  of 
employment;  employers  who  considered  themselves  millionaires  were  re- 
duced to  laboring  men,  and  paper  currency,  which  was  up  to  this  time 
considered  as  "good  as  gold,"  became  worthless  and  could  not  be  sold 
for  a  dollar  a  bushel  in  specie.  The  result  was  that  those  who  could, 
"went  through  the  woods" — a  familiar  expression  used  in  taking  the 
Indian  trail  to  Flint,  which  was  the  only  road  out  of  Saginaw  at  that 
time.  The  place  became  almost  depopulated.  This  was  a  time  that 
"tried  men's  souls,"  but  Uncle  Harvey's  faith  in  the  ultimate  prosperity 
of  Saginaw  was  not  shaken,  and  though  he  went  down  in  the  general 
crash  he  did  not  become  dishonored,  but  with  that  heroism  and  stamina 
still  characteristic  o-f  him.  determined  "never  to  give  up"  till  he  had 
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realized  the  fruition  of  his  hopes  in  seeinjjf  the  i^ii^inaw  valley  what  it  now 
is.  one  of  the  most  populous  and. prosperous  portions  of  Michij^an. 

The  "little  steam  saw  mill"  at  the  foot  of  Mackinaw  street  did  all  that 
was  required  of  it  in  its  dav.  The  \)\<x  mill  at  East  Sajiinaw.  the  model 
mill  of  18.'iT.  when  tinished  was  supj»osed  to  be  equal  to,  aye.  and  heyond, 
any  future  re(|uirem<*nts.  Could  those  wise  ones,  who  thought  Mr.  W"\\- 
lianis  foolish  in  l»nildin<;-  so  larjje  a  mill,  look  at  the  mills  on  Saginaw 
river  today,  and  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  manufactured 
by  them,  they  would  acknowledjie  their  own  short-sightedness  and  the 
superior  judgment  manifested  by  Tncle  Harvey  in  his  j)rophecies  of  the 
future  <)f  the  Saginaws. 

Mr.  Williams  removed  to  the  Kawkawlin  river  in  1S44  and  remained 
there  till  lS(i4.  During  the  twenty  years  he  resided  there  he  was  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  fisheries  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  in  the  spring 
months,  and  in  the  summer  and  fall  mouths  his  operations  were  extended 
down  the  bay  and  Lake  Huron.  During  the  winter  his  business  relations 
with  the  Chippewa  Indians  were  extensive^  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  No  man  has  ever  possessed  the 
confidence  of  those  Chippewa  Indians  that  Uncle  Harvey  has  had.  and 
certainly  no  man  could  be  kinder  and  more  generous  to  them  than  he. 

Fifty-nine  years  in  Michigan  I  Few,  but  very  few  men  can  with  Uncle 
Harvey  say  that  they  have  seen  the  infant  in  the  cradle  grow  up  to  the 
full  status  of  manhood  as  he  has  seen  ''our  beautiful  Peninsular  State" 
grow.  How  little  was  known  in  1815  of  the  vast  mines  of  wealth  that 
lay  buried  beneath  her  surface!  Who  then  dreamed  that  Michigan  would 
furni.sh  successful  competition  against  the  whole  world  in  copper  and 
iron?  Who  then  imagined  that  the  Saginaw  valley  mills  would  manu- 
facture more  lumber  than  any  other  point  on  the  globe?  Who  ever 
conjectured  that  in  a  little  more  than  half  a  century  Michigan  wouhl 
stand  preeminent  for  its  mineral  wealth,  for  its  lumber,  for  its  agricul- 
tural products,  for  its  fruits,  its  stock,  and  for  the  provision  it  has  made 
for  the  education  of  its  sons  and  daughters?  Nevertheless,  l^ncle  Harvey 
has  lived  to  see  all  this,  and  well  might  he  say.  ''Now  let  thy  aged  servant 
depart  in  peace;''  but  he  is  not  yet  willing  to  depart,  for  liis  ambiiion 
has  not  been  destroyed  by  the  frosts  of  more  than  eighty  winters.  His 
energy  is  manifested  in  all  that  he  does,  and  he  bids  fair  to  outrun  man}' 
men  whose  years  do  not  number  one-half  of  his. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  to  Miss  .Julia  Tourniaid  in  1819.  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams is  still  living,  a  well  pres<'rved  woman;  one  of  the  "mothers  in 
Israel,"  from  whose  (l(»or  the  poor  and  needy  have  never  been  tui-ned  away 
empty.  Forty  five  yeai-s  of  wedded  lifel  How  s<'ldom  it  is  chrctnicled. 
In  the  gre.'it  iiiaj(U-ity  of  families  the  "silver  cord"  is  snapped,  and  alas! 
how  few  to  whoui  the  "golden  bowl"  is  preserved. 

It  would  have  been  giatifying  to  the  pioneers  of  Sagiuaw  valley  to 
have  had  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  with  us  to  day,  as  no  doubt  it  would  have 
been  to  you,  the  pioneers  of  the  State,  who  are  our  guests;  but  no  persua- 
si((ii  would  induce  them  to  leave  the  (luiel  of  their  home,  notwithstand- 
ing they  are  "living  epistles"  of  what  well-oi-dci-ed  and  temperate  lives 
can  efTe<'t.  .Mr.  Williams  informs  mi'  that  llu>re  are  but  eight  pei-sons 
of  .Amei'ican  descent  now  living  who  were  residents  of  Deti-oit  in  ISl.*!: 
Kphriam  S.  Williams,  now  of  (Jenesee  county;  l?enj.  O.  and  Alfred  Wil- 
liams of  Shiawassee  county;  .Mrs.  Schuyler  of  Oakliind  county;  Henj. 
Woodworth  of  St.  Clair  county;  Alpheus  Williams  .ind  Harriet  Rogers  of 
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California;  and  Harvey  Williams  of  Saginaw  county.  Uncle  Harvey  is 
the  pioneer  blacksmitli^  the  pioneer  manufacturer  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments, the  pioneer  engine  builder,  and  the  pioneer  lumberman  of  the 
Saginaw  valley.  I  have  hastily  compiled  these  incidents  in  his  life,  deem- 
ing it  but  just  and  proper  that  one  so  long — for  over  half  a  century — iden- 
tified with  the  interests  of  Michigan,  should  be  honored  at  this  meeting 
of  the  State  pioneers. 

O.  C.  Comstock,  Mr.  Farnsworth,  Col.  E.  H.  Thomson,  A.  T.  Draper,  and 
James  V.  Campbell,  contributed  letters  of  which  we  have  no  copies. 

Several  members  were  added  to  the  association  on  this  occasion.  These 
reunions,  divested  of  all  formalities,  should  be  frequent,  so  that  the 
kindly  memories  of  "the  land  we  left  and  the  land  we  live  in"  may  con- 
tinue to  form  the  strongest  link  that  binds  the  grand  old  past  to  the 
hurried  and  ever-living  present. 
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REPORT  OF  RECORDING  SECRETARY  OF  THE  PIONEER  SOCI- 
ETY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 


Lansing,  Fehrimry  3d,  1875. 

In  pursuance  of  the  requirements  of  Article  7  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  I  herewith  transmit  my  first 
annual  report. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Delegates  assembled  from  the  various  counties  at  the  Representa- 
tive Hall  in  Lansing,  April  226.,  1874^  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  State 
Pioneer  Society. 

Witter  J.  Baxter  was  appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  of  delegates 
for  the  purpose  of  drafting  a  constitution  and  by-laws^  which  were,  after 
discussion^  adopted. 

Those  present  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  constitution,  by-laws,  list  of  officers,  etc.,  have  been  printed  in  a 
neat  little  pamphlet,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the 
society.  The  constitution  has  also  been  transcribed  into  a  large,  beauti- 
ful, and  substantially  bound  book,  prepared  expressly  for  the  purpose, 
with  properly  ruled  spaces  for  inserting  the  names  of  members,  his  or 
her  native  place,  date  of  birth,  place  and  date  of  first  residence  in  Michi- 
gan, present  residence,  place  and  date  of  death. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  names  were  recorded  in  this  book  as  mem- 
bers of  the  society  at  this  meeting. 

As  this  society  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  its  early  history  is  not  fraught 
with  many  noticeable  events.  It  is  hoped  that  as  its  scheme  and  objects 
become  more  widely  known  in  the  State,  it  will  be  enabled  to  gather  into 
its  archives  rich  treasures  of  many  incidents  by  "flood  and  fell"  in  the 
early  life  and  history  of  these  hardy  pioneers  who  have  opened  up  the 
highways  of  civilization,  progress,  and  improvement  in  this  beautiful 
Peninsula,  and  who,  assisted  by  men  of  iron  muscles  and  nerves  of  steel 
of  a  more  modern  date,  have  placed  Michigan  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
states  of  the  American  Union. 

At  the  meeting  of  April  22d,  1874,  Hon.  Albert  Miller  read  an  interest- 
ing paper  on  the  perils  and  privation  of  those  who  go  into  the  wilderness 
to  prepare  the  way  of  civilization.  This  paper  has  been  recorded  at 
length  in  the  journal  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  for  future  publication. 
The  meeting  was  well  entertained  by  various  persons,  who  went  back  to 
pioneer  life  and  gave  graphic  descriptions  of  scenes  that  might  well  dis- 
courage and  crush  less  determined  and  heroic  men  and  women. 
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The  following  appointments  were  made  for  the  next  annual  meeting, 
to  be  held  at  Lansing,  February  .3d,  1S75,  viz.:  Oliver  C.  Comstock  to 
present  a  paper  on  the  "Internal  Iini)rovements  of  Michigan;"  A.  N. 
Hart  on  "The  Eaily  IJankiug  Institutions  of  the  State;"  John  D.  Pierce 
on  "The  Educational  system  of  Michigan." 

The  society  adjourned  at  a  late  hour  to  meet  by  invitation  of  the 
President,  Judge  Miller,  at  Bay  City,  on  the  24th  of  the  following  June, 
for  a 

SOCIAL    REUNION. 

UjKjn  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee  the  invitation  was 
accepted,  and  was  the  occasion  of  much  interest  to  its  numerous  partic- 
ipants, consisting  of  pioneers  and  their  friends.  Nearly  all  the  officers 
of  the  society  were  present.  Letters  of  regret  were  read  from  several 
members  and  invited  guests. 

Before  the  elegant  steamer  Dunlap  (Capt.  Cole),  that  conveyed  the 
excursionists  to  Bay  City,  had  reached  that  jdace,  there  had  been  many 
names  added  to  the  list  of  members  of  the  pion(H*r  society.  At  Bay 
City  the  company  received  the  unbounded  hospitality  of  its  citizens.  The 
meeting  was  made  intensely  interesting  by  a  recital  of  the  early  reminis- 
cences of  old  settlers. 

The  proceedings  growing  otit  of  this  first  reunion  of  the  State  Pioneer 
Society  were  published  in  the  Bay  City  and  Saginaw  newspapers.  Copies 
of  these  pajiers  were  sent  to  your  Secretary,  and  have  been  carefully 
preserved,  and  will  be  found  available  for  future  publication  in  the 
records  of  the  society. 

COUNTY    SOCIETIES. 

Section  7  of  "An  act  to  provide  for  State,  county,  or  municipal,  histor- 
ical, biographical,  and  geological  societies,"  approved  April  25,  1873, 
provides  that  district,  city,  town  or  county,  or  village  associations, 
organized  under  this  act.  are  hereby  required  to  report  tlirough  their 
Secretary  in  the  month  of  S(»pteml>er  to  the  State  association  the  pro- 
ceedings of  said  society  during  the  year,  giving  copies  of  ])apers  read  at 
the  meetings  or  contributed  by  its  members  during  the  preceding  year, 
such  report  to  be  used  in  compiling  the  report  of  the  State  society,  pro- 
vided for  in  section  6. 

I  regret  to  say  that  we  have  received  no  report  from  any  of  these  socie- 
ti<*s,  save  an  unofficial  report  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tus- 
cola society  in  regard  to  its  organization. 

It  is  to  be  hope<l  that  county  and  other  local  jtiontMn*  societies  may  not 
fail  in  tlie  future  to  send  uj>  to  the  Secretary  of  this  society  reports  of 
their  transactions,  as  the  auxiliaries  will  be  of  great  value  in  swelling  the 
volume  of  the  acts  of  Michigan's  noble  pioneer  band. 

DONATIONS. 

During  the  first  year  of  its  existence  this  society  has  not  l»een  the 
recijx'nt  of  many  donations.  As  it  increases  in  years  and  grows  in  grace 
with  the  old  settlers  of  the  State,  and  its  objects  and  aims  lt(>come  more 
widely  known  and  appreciated,  it  is  contideiitly  believed  and  exptn'ted 
that  its  storehouse  of  relics  and  curiosities  of  "ye  olden  time"  will  be 
well  filled.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  donations  received  by  the  Becord- 
ing  Secretary: 

Lkvi  Bisiiof,  Detroit: 

A  large  and  costly  boun<l  blank  bmik  to  be  usetl  for  a  journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  society. 
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E.  B.  Smith,  &  Co.,  Detroit: 
A  large  and  elegantly  bound  book,  with  appropriate  headings,  to  be 
used  for  a  record  of  the  membership  of  the  society. 
Geo.  Moran,  Grosse  Point: 

An  Indian  relic,  ploughed  up  at  Grosse  Point,  Wayne  county. 
Jacob  F.  CooLEy,  Lansing: 

United  States  patent  issued  to  J.  F.  Cooley  of  Ingham  county,  dated 
Nov.  2,  1837,  and  signed  by  Martin  Van  Buren. 
GouvERNUER  MoRRis,  Mouroe: 

An  original  manuscript  letter  written  by  the  late  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  S.  P.  Chase,  when  he  was  a  young  man.  A  manuscript 
letter  written  in  1803  by  Gouverneur  Morris,  one  of  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Three  bank  bills  of  the  Bank 
of  Tecumseh,  Lenawee  county,  dated  1859. 
William  Johnson,  Vassar: 

A  paper  (not  official)  containing  some  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Tuscola  County  Pioneer  Society. 
J.  F.  Williams,  St.  Paul,  Minn. : 

A  pamphlet  sketch  of  the  organization,  objects,  and  membership  of  the 
"Old  Settlers'  Association"  of  Minnesota,  together  with  an  account 
of  its  excursion  to  the  Red  River  of  the  North,  October  25  and  26, 
1871. 
H.  D.  PuGH,  Lansing: 

One  copy  of  the  "Historical  and  Scientific   Sketches  of  Michigan;" 
Detroit,  1834. 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Norris,  Ypsilanti: 
Five  bank  bills,  viz.:    a  one  and  a  three  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  1839; 
a  three  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  1837;  a  ten  of  the  Berrien  County 
Bank,  1838;  a  ten  of  the  Clifton  Canal  Bank  at  Pontiac,  1837;  also, 
a  |5  bank  bill  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  1862. 
H.  P.  Cherry,  Lansing: 

Copy  of  the  "Hastings  Banner,"  Jan.  27,  1875,   containing  pioneer 
articles.     Newspapers  received,  containing  articles  relating  to  the 
State  Pioneer  Society,  and  placed  on  file. 
"The  Saginawian,"  June  27,  1874. 
"Bay  City  Daily  Tribune,"  May  5,  1874. 
"Lansing  Republican,"  April  24,  May  29,  and  June  5,  1874. 
"Bay  City  Morning  Chronicle,"  June  24  and  27,  1874. 
"Detroit  *Daily  Tribune,  April  24,  1874. 
"The  Daily  Sun,"  Detroit,  Jan.  27,  1875. 

From  the  Wayne  County  Pioneer  Society  the  following  valuable  col- 
lection of  historical  papers  were  received  by  the  State  Pioneer  Society  for 
safe-keeping,  and  are  to  be  returned  to  the  county  society  whenever  they 
shall  call  for  them: 
Acts  of  Legislative  Council  of  Michigan  for  1824  and  1825. 
Journals  of  the  Legislative  Council  for  1824,  1825,  and  1827. 
By-laws  and  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  1831. 
"In  memory  of  Rev.  George  Dulfield."     Detroit,  1868;  pamphlet. 
"In  memory  of  Mrs.  Isabella  Graham  Duffield."  Detroit,  1872;  pam. 
"An  Adventure  on  a  Frozen  Lake,"  being  a  tale  of  the  Canadian  rebel- 
lion of  1837-8.     Cincinnati,  1853;  pam. 
Detroit,  Past  and  Present.     By  C.  C.  Trowbridge.     Detroit,  1864;  pam. 
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Report  of  Douglas  Houghton,  State  Geologist,  Jan.  26,  1888;  pam. 

Cincinnati  Pioneer  No.  2.  1872;  i)am. 

History  of  Cheboygan  and  Mackinac  counties.     Detroit,  1873;  pam. 

Rules  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.  1820;  pam. 

The  Battle  of  Lake  Erie.     By  J.  Fenimore  Cooper;  pam. 

The  Farmer's  CahMidar,  or  I'tica   Almanack,   18(»8;   pam. 

Sketch  of  the  life  of  .John  J.  Adam;  pam. 

Five  Historical  Pami)hlcts  from  the  "Old  Settler's  Club"  of  Milwaukee. 

Marine  Disasters  on  the  Western  Lakes  during  the  navigation  of  1871; 

pam. 
An  outline  History  of  Michigan.     By  J.  G.  Scripps,  1873;  pam. 
Narrative  of  the  settlement  of  George  Christian  Author  in  America, 

and  of  the  removal  of  the  family  from  Detroit  and  its  establishment 

in  New  York  city. 
Newsi»apers: 

"Detroit  Weekly  Advertiser"  of  May  30,  1843. 
"Ulster  County' (Jazette."  Jan.  -1,  1800. 
"Oakland  County  Gazette,"  July  10,  1844. 
"Michigan  Farmer,''  Feb.  1,  1844. 
"Western  Emigrant,"  ^Nfay  13  and  June  30, 1830. 
"Detroit  Daily  (Jazette."  June  10,  1843. 

"Detroit  Journal  and  Courier."  Oct.  15,  1835.  Jan.  7,  1836. 
"The  Oakland  Wbig,"  ^li\\  13  and  Dec.  23,  1835. 
"Detroit  Courier,"  April  17,  1833,  and  Jan.  8,  1834. 
"Michigan  Farmer  and  Western  Agriculturist,"  Aug.  1,  1843. 
"The  Ovid  Gazette,"   1823. 
"Detroit  Gazette,"  Feb.  21,  1823;  Vol.  6,  292. 

"Democratic  Free  Press"  for  the  months  of  Jan.  and  Feb.,  1843,  con- 
taining jjroccedings  of  the  Michigan  Legislature. 
"^Vasllington  Rei'ublican  and  Congre^ssional  ?].xaminei-."  May  28,  1823,. 
Address  of  Gov.  Cass.  Nov.  (>.  1820.     In  the  French  language. 
Collection  of  newspaper  cuttings,  containing  valuable  articles  relating 

to  the  early  history  of  Michigan. 
Some  facts  about  the  City  of  Detroit,  about  Ihc  year  183,5.     P.y  Father 

Kundig;  pam. 
A  larg<'  collection  of  manuscri]its.  of  whicli  the  following  are  the  most 
valuable  ones,  viz.: 

Early  Settlement  of  Oakland  County.      I'.y  .Indge  Drake.  1872. 

On  tiie  Saginaw  Valley.    By  O.  M.  Jennison,  1871. 

Sketch  of  the  Life  of  A.  h!  Stowell,  1872. 

Sketch  of  the  Canadian  Pacific   Railroad.     By   Ahx   Fra/.er. 

Anecdotes  of  the  Detroit  Bar  of  the  Olden  Time. 

Sketch  of  the  Life  of  .NLirie  .\nne  >L  (Jodfrey.     Uy  L.  Bi.shop. 

Early  Settlement  of  Pl.vinoutli.     V,\  J.  Shearer. 

Inaugural  Poem.     By  Levi  Itishoji.  May  4.  1S71. 

The  Village  of  Ti'uclisa  Gr(mdie.     By  L.  P.isli(»p.  1S71. 

Constitution  of  the  I'ioneer  Society  of  Detroit. 

Biographical  Sketch  <.f  Alex  D.  Frazer,  1871. 

Utah  and  tlw  Moniions.     By  T.  J.  Drake.  1S72. 

Notes  resp(  cting  some  of  the  Pioneer  Newspapeis  of  Michigan.     Wy  J. 

O,  Holmes,  1873. 
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Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Benoit  Trombley.     By  L.  Bishop. 

The  Old  American  Hotel,  Detroit.     By  J.  C.  Holmes,  1874. 

Early  Settlement  of  part  of  Macomb  County,  and  Sketch  of  George 

Wilson.     By  Geo.  H.  Cannon,  1873. 
Life  and  Times  of  Joseph  Hickox.     By  Rev.  E.  H.  Pilcher,  D.  D.,  1873. 
Anecdotes  of  the  Bar. 

Memoranda  of  the  House  of  W.  A.  Bacon,  Detroit. 
Early  Recollections.     By  W.  C.  Hoyt. 
Trip  to  Denver,  etc.     By  T.  H.  Hartwell. 
Sketch  of  Pioneer  Life.     By  Rev.  Supply  Chase. 
Austrian  Manners  in  1621.     By  Levi  Bishop. 
Detroit  in  1816.     By  E.  P.  Woodman. 
French  Missions  in  Canada  in  the  Seventeenth  Century.     Translated 

from  the  French  by  Levi  Bishop. 
Poll  list  of  an  election  held  on  the  2d  Tuesday  in  October,  1825,  in  the 

city  of  Detroit  (copied). 
Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Roswell  Root. 
Recollections  of  Detroit  and  Michigan  Forty  Years  Ago.     By  O.  C. 

Thompson,  1875. 
Reminiscences  of  Other  Times  in  Michigan.     By  Rev.  C.  Pilcher. 
Reminiscences  of  Detroit.     By  Rev.  Dr.  Fitch. 
Reminiscences  of  Port  Huron.     By  Mrs.  C.  B.  Farrand. 
Anecdotes  of  the  Pontiac  Bar;  Legal  Practice  in  the  Olden  Time. 
Sketch  of  Chancellor  Farnsworth's  Fence. 
Anecdotes  of  the  late  Anson  Burliugame. 
Sketch  of  the  Life  of  George  Moran. 
Letter  of  George  F.  Washington,  nephew  of  General  Washington,  dated 

1830. 
Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Wilkie  Moore. 

Fort  Shelby  and  Its  Surroundings.     By  Mrs.  Samuel  Zug. 
Biographical  Sketch  of  Gen.  L.  A.  Van  Allen. 
Eldorado:     Free  translation  from  the  French  of  Voltaire.     By  Levi 

Bishop. 
Obligation. — Jaque  Lanson,  before  Thomas  Williams,  June  16,  1779,  a 

contract  made  between  or  with  H.  B.  Brevoort. 
Wild  Animals  of  Wayne  County.     By  J.  S.  Tibbitts. 
Sketch  of  Major  Brevoort  and  Family  Connections. 
Sketch  of  the  Common  School  of  Wayne  County  in  its  Early  Days. 
Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Francis  Rutf.     By  L.  Bishop. 
Letter  and  Sketch.     By  Henry  Little. 
Animals  before  the  Criminal  Courts  in  the  Middle  Ages.     By  Eugene 

Fecht. 
Indian  Mounds  at  Kalamazoo  and  Vicinity.     By  Henry  Little. 
Survey  of  Lake  Superior  in  1840^ — Scenery  and  Incidents.     By  Bela 

Hubbard. 
Ledger  account  of  1785. 
Map  of  the  village  of  Buffalo,  1813. 
Claims  of  the  heir-at-will  of  Augusit  Trontwein,  deceased,  on  the  estate 

of  Col.  Mansfield  (grandfather  of  the  general  in  the  30  years'  war), 

being  the  documents  and  brief  showing  the  pending  of  a  lawsuit  for 

285  years. 

DEATH.  V 

Hon.  Alvin  N.  Hart,  the  first  treasurer  of  this  society,  died  at  his 
residence  in  this  city  on  the  22d  day  of  August  last,  in  the  71st  year  of 
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his  age.  He  closed  a  busy  life,  highly  resjx'cted  and  houoied  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  deeply  mourned  by  relatives, 
who  keenly  feel  his  loss.  He  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Michigan. 
A  fitting  memorial  of  his  eventful  life  and  career  should  be  prepared  and 
placed  in  the  archives  of  this  society. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this  meager  report  I  ma}'  be  allowed  to  express  an  earnest 
desire  that  every  member  of  the  society  will  work  with  an  earnest  good 
will  to  advance  its  interests  and  prosperity.  It  is  particularly  desirable 
that  an}'  curiosities,  relics,  papers,,  memorials,  or  manuscripts  connected 
with  the  early  history  of  Michigan,  or  throwing  any  light  upon  its  early 
settlement,  should  be  placed  in  the  store-house  of  this  society,  that  its 
membership  be  quadrupled  during  the  coming  year,  and  its  stability 
assured. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HARRIET   A.    TENNB:Y, 

Recording  (Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ACTING  TREAS^URER. 


The  treasurer,  Hon.  A.  N.  Hart,  having  died,  the  acting  treasurer, 
Harriet  A.  Tenney,  submits  the  following  report  for  the  year  closing 
February  3,  1875: 
Cash  received  to  February  rlth,  1875 |132  00 

Cash  paid  during  the  year |68  00 

Cash  in  hand  February  4th.  ls7."» 69  00 


1132  00 

GENERAL  ACCOl.'NTS. 
Dcllif. 

Membership  fees  received 1115  00 

Donations    17  00 


1132  00 


rndit. 

Printing  and  postage   ^47  (M) 

E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  for  blank  books IC  00 

Cash  on  hand  Fe])ruary  4th,  1875 • (>!»  00 

!|I132  00 
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ADDRESS 

OF    THE    PRESIDENT,    HON.    ALBERT    MILLER,    READ    AT    THE    FIRST 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PIONEER  SOCIETY  OF  THE 

STATE   OF   MICHIGAN,   FEBRUARY,   3,   1875. 


As  the  origin  and  formation  of  this  society  is  given  elsewhere,  we  omit 
such  part  of  this  address  as  is  a  repetition  of  that  subject.  He  speaks, 
too,  of  the  very  pleasant  reunion  at  Bay  City,  and  thinks  these  annual 
reunions  should  become  a  feature  in  the  settled  policy  of  this  State 
Pioneer  Society,  and  recommends  that  a  day  either  earlier  or  later  in 
the  season  should  be  selected,  on  account  of  the  time  of  the  one  at  Bay 
City  being  the  anniversary  of  the  adoption  of  our  first  State  constitution. 
The  time,  though  appropriate,  occasioned  the  absence  of  many  citizens. 

Mr.  Miller  pays  the  following  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Hon.  Alvin 
N.  Hart: 

Although  we  see  before  us  so  many  pioneers  in  the  vigor  of  health 
and  usefulness,  we  must  remember  that  time  is  fast  thinning  our  ranks; 
the  frequent  notices  we  see  in  the  newspapers  of  our  State  of  the  death 
of  some  early  settler  of  a  particular  locality  'is  a  verification  of  this  state- 
ment, and  tlie  shaft  of  death  has  fallen  very  near  to  us  by  removing  from 
our  midst  our  worthy  Treasurer,  the  Hon.  Alvin  N.  Hart: 

And  here  perhaps  I  may  be  indulged  in  relating  a  reminiscence  of 
early  days,  referring  to  the  time  of  my  first  acquaintance  with  our  late 
treasurer.  Mr.  Hart  settled  at  the  county  seat  of  Lapeer  in  the  fall  of 
1831;  I  had  previously  settled  in  that  portion  of  the  same  county  which 
was  afterwards  detached  to  help  form  Genesee  county.  Although  we 
were  neighbors  (living  only  about  30  miles  apart),  I  never  met  Mr.  Hart 
till  the  spring  of  1831.  In  the  meantime  I  had  removed  to  Saginaw,  and 
the  settlement  of  the  counti'y  had  progressed  so  that  the  county  of 
Lapeer  had  been  organized  into  a  separate  township.  That  portion  of 
territory  which  afterwards  formed  Genesee  county  had  been  organized 
into  a  township  named  Grand  Blanc,  and  the  township  of  Saginaw  had 
been  organized,  all  in  Oakland  county.  The  subject  of  forming  a  State 
government  had  been  mooted,  and  in  April,  1834,  delegates  were  elected 
to  form  a  State  constitution.  At  that  election  the  town  of  Saginaw  cast 
about  20  votes,  and  I  was  appointed  by  the  board  of  inspectors  to  return 
the  votes  to  the  county  seat  and  to  be  one  of  the  county  canvassers.  I 
started  on  a  pony  to  perform  the  journey  of  seventy  miles,  over  or 
through  a  road  that  had  as  much  depth  as  width.  From  Flint  I  was 
accompanied  by  Judge  Stow,  who  had  the  same  appointment  from  the 
town  of  Grand  Blanc. 

The  board  of  canvassers,  which  met  at  Pontiac,  consisted  of  seven 
members,  who  represented  all  the  organized  territory  in  Northern  Michi- 


36  PIONEER     SOCIETY     OF     MICHIGAN. 


j;an  (except  the  coimties  of  Mackiuac  and  Chippewa),  and  Alvin  N.  Hart 
was  chosen  chairman.  I  then  formed  an  ac(iuaintance  with  Mr.  Hart 
which  ripened  into  a  fiiendshij*.  and  which  histed  till  time,  with  him,  was 
no  mure.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  recount  the  many  prominent  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust  whidi  have  been  accorded  to  Mr,  Hart  by  the 
citizens  of  Mi(hi<!;an,  or  his  many  acts  which  have  served  to  develop  the 
resources  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  State,  for  the  name  of  Alvin 
X.  Hart  is  as  familiar  as  household  words  to  the  pioneers  of  Michigan, 
esj)ecially  those  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  State. 

In  taking  a  view  of  the  past  at  the  time  when  this  whole  region  of 
country  was  a  vast  wilderness,  inhabited  only  by  wild  beasts  of  the  for- 
est and  the  aborigines  of  the  country,  with  here  and  there  a  hardy  pioneer 
struggling  to  overcome  the  privations  incident  to  a  life  in  the  wilderness, 
and  then  rapidly  glancing  to  the  present,  seeing  the  same  region  rife 
with  life  and  industry  and  all  the  apjiliances  that  conduce  to  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  mankind,  it  seems  as  if  the  whole  scene  had  been 
trans'formed  by  magic;  but  upon  taking  a  more  detailed  review  of  the 
past,  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that  very  much  of  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  present  is  due  to  the  foresight,  energy,  industry,  and 
good  example  of  a  class  of  pioneers  of  which  the  late  Alvin  N.  Hart  was 
a  type. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  our  organization  is  to  record  incidents 
and  preserve  relics  pertaining  to  the  early  history  of  the  settlement  of 
our  State,  and  transmit  them  to  our  posterity;  and  it  behooves  every 
member  to  do  something  to  further  that  object.  For  when  we  see  the 
zeal  and  pertinacity  with  which  an  honored  member  of  our  executive 
committee  is  prosecuting  his  researches  to  obtain  a  correct  history  and  a 
portrait  of  the  man  who  founded  Detroit,  we  may  infer  that  in  future 
generations  some  one  may  be  desirous  of  obtaining  some  relic  or  an 
authentic  record  of  some  fact  pertaining  to  some  city  in  our  State  more 
recently  founded;  and  happy  will  it  be  if  he  finds  it  in  the  archives  of 
the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Alreadv  a  number  of  relics,  reports,  etc.,  have  been  donated  to  our 
society  and  consigned  to  the  care  of  our  Recording  Secretary,  to  whose 
watchful  care  and  labor  we  are  greatly  indebted  for  the  measure  of  su<- 
cess  ;i]i'ca<1v  olttained. 
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OEIGII^     AND     PEOGEESS    OF    THE    MICHIGAN 
SCHOOL    SYSTEM. 


READ  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY,  FEB.  3,  1875,  BY  JOHN  D.   PIERCE,  FIRST 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


It  is  sometimes  useful  to  reyiew  the  past,  to  see  what  has  been  done. 
It  is  so  in  every  department  of  life.  We  cannot  understand  the  present 
unless  we  know  something  of  the  past.  Such  knowledge  is  exceedingly 
important  in  devising  measures  either  for  the  present  or  the  future. 

This  peninsula  was  first  visited  in  1610,  three  years  after  the  first  set- 
tlement on  James  river,  Virginia,  and  twelve  years  before  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrims  on  Plymouth  Eock.  The  first  settlement  was  made  in 
1632  at  Detroit.  It  was  occupied  by  the  French  and  then  by  the  Eng- 
lish as  a  trading  post  till  the  close  of  the  war  which  gave  independence 
to  the  United  States.  The  Indians,  the  beaver,  the  buffalo,  the  wolf,  and 
the  bear  were  joint  occupants  with  the  French  and  English.  The  latter 
were  intruders,  but  they  finally  succeeded  in  driving  out  the  original 
inhabitants  and  settling  the  country.  From  the  close  of  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence, Michigan  formed  a  part  of  the  great  Northwest  Territory  up 
to  1800.  Chillicothe  was  then  the  seat  of  government  for  the  whole. 
At  this  time  Indiana  was  erected  into  a  separate  territory,  and  in  1802, 
Ohio  becoming  a  State  of  the  Union,  Michigan  was  annexed  to  Indiana. 
In  1805  the  Territory  of  Michigan  was  established,  and  General  Hull 
appointed  Governor;  this  office  he  surrendered  when  he  gave  up  Detroit 
and  all  else  to  the  British  in  the  war  of  1812.  General  Cass  was  ap- 
pointed its  Governor  in  1813,  and  retained  the  office  up  to  1831.  To  him 
more  than  to  any  other  man  is  the  State  indebted  for  its  subsequent 
rapid  settlement.  The  delusion  which  had  all  along  prevailed  in  regard 
to  the  character  of  the  country  was  under  his  wise  and  efficient  adminis- 
tration dispelled.  He  procured  a  survey  of  the  peninsula  and  the  laying 
out  of  the  Chicago  and  Territorial  roads.  These  measures  brought  the 
country  into  notice  and  opened  it  to  public  inspection.  It  was  then  found 
that  the  representations  which  had  hitherto  been  given  of  it — that  the 
country  was  an  interminable  swamp  crossed  with  sand  ridges — was  a 
mere  fancy  sketch  and  utterly  baseless.  But  so  firmly  fixed  was  this  delu- 
sion in  the  public  mind  of  that  day  that  the  commissioners  sent  out  to  lo- 
cate bounty  lands  for  soldiers,  after  visiting  Detroit  and  going  a  few  miles 
west  of  it,  returned  and  reported  it  totally  unfit  for  cultivation.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  fortunate  for  the  future  State.    Besides  retarding 
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the  settlement,  we  should  have  had  a  very  ditTcicnt  set  of  inhabitants 
had  it  been  encumbered  with  soldiers'  bountv  lamls. 

The  name  of  our  State  is  derived  from  the  ('hii)|t('\va  lan<,Mia<;e.  It  is 
formed  of  two  words — ^litehaw  and  Sa^Mojiaii;  the  meaninj;  of  the  first 
is  great,  of  the  second  lakes:  and  hence  -Micliij»an  means  the  land  of  the 
jireat  lakes.  Nothinj;"  could  be  more  cxjtressive  of  its  character. — land 
of  great  and  mighty  waters. 

When  I  came  into  Michigan  in  18'U,  the  census  of  the  territory  had 
just  been  taken,  including  what  is  now  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  It  num- 
bered :'.2.(»00  inhabitants.  This  was  the  sum  total  of  both  territories, 
where  there  are  now.  in  all  probability  2.r)(H),(l(MI  jieojile.  There  were  then 
L'.dOO  in  \\'isconsin  and  .'^.O.OOO  in  Michigan  ]>ro]ier. 

Previous  to  this  period  little  had  been  done  in  this  teri'itory  for  schools. 
The  Legislative  Council  had  ])assed  an  act  ])roviding  for  the  election  of 
six  school  commissioners  in  each  organized  township  for  the  purpo.se  of 
dividing  the  township  into  districts,  but  no  provision  was  made  for  the 
support  of  schools  except  by  rate  bills.  The  schools,  however,  were  little 
else  than  private  schools.  But  many  of  the  new  townships  uj)  to  1835 
had  not  organized  under  this  system. 

In  1S:U  the  census  was  again  taken,  and  .Michigan  was  found  to  con-, 
tain  87,000  inhabitants.     Soon  after   this  time  the  Legislative  Council 
authorized  the  calling  of  a  convention  to  form  a  State  constitution,  and 
fixed  upon  May.  1835,  for  it  to  assemble  at  Detroit  for  that  purpose. 

H  was  at  this  jjcriod  of  our  history  that  the  Michigan  school  systeni 
had  its  incei)tion  and  origin.  Gen.  Isaac  E.  Crary.  a  graduate  of  an  east- 
ern college  and  a  warm  friend  of  education,  was.  for  a  year  oi'  two,  an 
inmate  of  my  house.  The  condition  and  prosjiects  t>f  our  new  State  were 
(iften  subjects  of  discussion,  and  especially  of  n-hools  of  various  grades, 
from  the  liighest  to  the  lowest. 

About  this  time  Cousin's  report  of  the  Prussian  system  made  to  the 
Fn-nch  minister  of  ]»ublic  ins'truction  came  into  my  hands,  and  it  was 
read  with  much  interest.  Sitting  one  jtleasant  afternoon  up(ui  a  log.  on 
the  hill  noi-th  of  where  the  court  house  at  Maishall  now  stands,  (Jenei-al 
Crai-y  and  myself  discussed  for  a  long  time  the  fundamental  ]U'inci])les 
which  were  deemed  imjjortant  for  the  convention  to  adopt  in  laying  the 
foundations  of  our  State.  The  subject  of  education  was  a  thenu'  of  esjje- 
cial  interest.  It  was  agreed,  if  possible,  that  it  should  make  a  distinct 
branch  of  the  government,  and  that  the  constitution  ought  to  ])rovide  for 
an  olliier  \\li(»  should  have  this  whole  mattei-  in  chai-ge  and  thus  keep  its 
iiiip(Miance  jx-i-pet  ually  befoic  the  public  mind. 

Tli;il  gentleman  went  to  the  convention  and  was  ;i]»|ioiMted  chairman 
of  the  commitlee  on  education;  drew  up  an  article  on  that  subject;  re- 
ported the  same  to  the  convention;  it  was  adopted,  and  became  the  law  of 
the  land,  it  provided  what  no  other  in  the  Cnited  Slates  had  don<', 
namely:  for  the  apj>ointment  of  a  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
This  was  to  Iw  done  on  nomination  by  the  Ciovernor  and  joint  vote  of  the 
two  lunises  of  the  Legislature. 

.\  I  the  electi(Ui  held  October.  18.",.").  the  const  i  I  u  I  i<»n  was  ratitied. 
Stevens  T.  .Mason  was  elected  Ciovenmr.  and  (Jeueial  Crary  rejjresenta- 
tive  to  Congress.  .Members  of  the  Legislature  were  chosen  at  tlu'  same 
time.  A  session  was  held  in  Xovembi-r  and  .adjourned  over  to  .January. 
At  its  session  in  .lanuary — the  State  not  yet  l»eing  admitted  into  the 
I'nion — the  L«'gislature  again  adjourned  lo  the  .luly  following. 

rp  to  this  period,  though   I  had  often  counseled  with  Mr.  Cr.iry  as  to 
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what  ought  to  be  done  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our  new  State,  yet 
I  had  not  thought  of  ever  occupjing  the  .position  provided  for  by  the  con- 
stitution, being  constantly  employed  in  the  work  of  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society.  On  his  way  to  Washington,  Gen- 
eral Crary  held  a  consultation  with  Governor  Mason,  and  proposed  my 
name  for  the  newly  created  oflQce.  The  Governor  expressed  a  wish  to  see 
me  on  the  subject,  as  we  were  then  wholly  unacquainted;  I  accordingly 
visited  Detroit  and  had  an  interview  with  the  Governor  about  the  20th 
of  July.  After  discussing  the  matter  at  some  length,  the  result  was  that 
on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  in  1836,  I  was  nominated  and  unani- 
mously confirmed  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  State. 
I  was,  therefore,  the  first  that  ever  held  the  office  in  this  country  under 
a  State  constitution.  At  the  same  time  an  act  was  passed  requiring  the 
Superintendent  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Legislature  to  be  convened 
on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1837,  a  plan  for  the  organization  and  sup- 
port of  primary  schools;  a  plan  for  a  university  with  branches;  also  a 
plan  for  the  disposition  of  the  university  and  primarj^  school  lands.  This, 
then,  was  the  first  work  assigned  me  to.  do,  and  I  had  five  months  before 
me  in  which  to  do  it.  One  thing  was  favorable:  it  was  a  day  when  all  was 
astir  with  activity  and  life, — the  watchword  was  progress  and  improve- 
ment. The  field  was  clear;  there  were  no  old  institutions  and  deep-rooted 
prejudices  to  be  encountered  and  removed.  But  the  condition  of  the  State 
was  to  be  taken  into  the  account.  We  were  less  than  100,000,  all  was 
wild,  and  the  people  were  comparatively  poor;  all  was  to  be  created 
anew. 

We  had  no  canals,  no  railroads;  even  the  old  slow  coach  was  scarcely 
to  be  found.  We  had  the  lumber  wagon  and  the  Indian  trail.  We  forded 
rivers,  waded  marshes,  and  when  night  came,  if  we  found  a  shanty  with 
a  piece  of  old  carpet  for  a  door  we  turned  in  for  the  night,  and  all  were 
satisfied.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  people  then  here  came  mostly 
from  the  region  of  school-houses,  and  were  anxious  for  schools.  I  may 
add.  also,  that  the  early  movement  in  this  direction  aided  materially  in 
the  settlement  of  the  country. 

Soon  after  I  received  my  commission  I  went  east  and  visited  such  men 
as  John  A.  Dix,  Governor  Marcy,  President  Humphrey,  Governor  Everett, 
President  Day,  and  others  of  like  character.  I  was  cordially  received  by 
all.  What  Michigan  had  already  done  was  a  matter  of  surprise,  and 
much  solicitude  was  expressed  for  our  success.  I  attended  also  the 
American  institute  of  instruction  held  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  the  col- 
lege of  professional  teachers  held  at  Cincinnati.  My  object  in  this  jour- 
ney was  information  in  regard  to  schools,  from  the  primary  school  to  the 
university;  their  organization,  management,  and  support.  The  whole 
subject  had  been  committed  to  my  hands.  Besides,  I  had  over  a  million 
acres  of  university  and  school  lands  to  look  after.  Such,  then,  was  the 
responsibility  and  such  the  interests  involved, — interests  not  only  for  the 
then  present  but  for  the  future.  A  failure,  or  even  a  bad  beginning,  must 
necessarily  aft'ect  the  State  in  its  educational  interests  for  a  long  time. 
A  distinguished  gentleman  of  Ohio,  an  earnest  friend  of  schools,  remarked 
to  a  convention  of  teachers  at  Cleveland,  that  their  State  was  fifty  years 
behind  Michigan  "for  the  want  of  such  a  beginning  and  such  a  man,"  as 
we  had. 

After  a  two  months'  absence  I  returned  and  drew  up  my  report.  In  it 
the  great  questions  involved  were  discussed,  and  the  three  specified  plans 
required  by  the  Legislature  were  drawn  out  somewhat  in  detail.  At  the 
appointed  time  it  was  presented,  and  after  a  full  and  free  interchange 
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of  views  and  some  modifications,  it  was  adopted  as  a  whole  with  scarcely 
a  dissenting  voice.    Such  was  the  beginning. 

But  it  is  one  thing  to  adopt  a  system,  and  quite  another  and  very  differ- 
ent thing  to  carry  it  into  execution.  The  best  laid  schemes  often  fail  for 
want  of  skill  in  carrying  them  out. 

At  this  period  in  our  history  there  was  one  question  pel'taining  to  our 
primary  schools  of  absorbing  interest,  the  settlement  of  which  must 
necessarily  affect  them  for  all  time  to  come.  The  question  gave  to  Gen- 
eral Crary,  our  representative,  and  myself,  much  solicitude,  for  on  its 
solution  depended  in  a  great  measure  the  success  or  failure  of  our  whole 
system.  But  it  was  a  difficult  question  to  manage,  because  it  depended 
on  the  action  of  Congress.  That  body  at  the  time  seemed  not  to  be  very 
well  disposed  towards  Michigan  on  account  of  our  southern  boundary 
trouble.  Hitherto,  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State,  the  sixteenth  section 
had  been  donated  to  the  township  in  each  and  every  case.  But  these 
sections  had  been  so  managed  in  all  the  new  States  by  the  townships  as 
to  be  of  little  worth  to  the  cause  of  education.  Many  a  section  of  great 
value  was  sold  at  an  early  day,  and  bid  in  by  the  settlers  for  a  mere  song. 
Besides  there  was  no  equality  in  the  system, — one  section  might  be  valua- 
ble, another  of  little  worth.  I  once  sold  a  section  for  $31,000,  while  in  the 
next  township  the  reserved  section  might  not  have  been  worth  ;i.s  many 
pennies.  Hence  it  was  deemed  of  essential  importance  to  us  that  these 
sixteenth  sections  reserved  from  sale  should  be  given  in  trust  to  the  State, 
and  not  to  the  surveyed  townships.  How  the  uniform  policy  of  Congress 
could  be  changed,  was  the  problem  to  be  solved.  But  it  was  accomplished 
in  this  wise:  General  Crary,  our  representative,  acted  with  the  com- 
mittee whose  duty  it  was  to  draft  the  ordinance  of  admission.  This  work 
was  assigned  to  him,  and  in  drafting  the  ordinance  he  so  worded  it  that 
these  school  lands  were  really  conveyed  to  the  State,  and  it  passed  with- 
out question.  The  change  in  the  form  of  conveyance  of  these  sections 
seemed  not  to  have  been  noticed;  had  it  been,— as  he  subsequently  told 
mo, — no  doubt  the  common  form  would  have  been  substituted  and  the 
lands  given  to  the  townships.  There  was  no  deception  about  it;  the  ordi- 
nance spoke  for  itself,  and  yet  its  effect  seems  not  to  have  been  perceived. 
It  was  all-important  to  us  as  a  State.  It  infused  vigor  into  our  new-born 
system,  and  life  into  ours.  Thus,  much  was  gained;  we  had  secured  a 
foundation  on  which  to  rear  a  superstructure,  and  materials  with  which 
to  build. 

When  the  system  was  once  adopted  and  the  machinery  in  ojieration, 
it  was  easy  to  organize  schools  throughout  the  State.  The  ai)i)ortioninent 
to  be  derived  from  the  income  of  the  school  funds  operated  as  a  stimulus 
to  each  and  every  school  district.  But  here  the  greatest  dilTiculty  was  to 
be  met,  and  it  is  one  not  yet  wholly  surmounted.  How  and  where  is  a 
full  siipjily  of  competent  te;ichers  to  be  procured?  After  discussing  the 
subject  in  its  length  and  breadth,  I  j)roposed  that  a  certain  intermediate 
grade  of  institutions  between  the  primary  schools  and  the  university 
should  be  used  for  (pialifying  teachers  for  their  work,  as  well  as  that  for 
preparing  young  n>en  for  the  university  course  and  others  for  the  ordi- 
nary' business  of  life.  These  institutions  were  to  be  regarded  as  branches 
of  the  university.  This  the  constitution  rerjuired,  and  it  was  a  favorite 
scheme  of  (Jeneral  Crary *s.  But  it  was  attempting  more  than  the  state 
of  the  country  at  tliat  time  would  warrant.  .\ccordiiigIy  the  amended 
consliliilion  of  isr»(>  left  the  university  fre«'  and  indejieiident  of  all  oiher 
instilulions,  as  it  ought  always  to  have  been;  and  the  normal  and  union 
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scTiools  have  taken  their  places  and  are  doing-  the  work  that  the  inter- 
mediate grades  were  designed  to  accomplish.  But  these  schools  at  that 
early  day  could  not  have  been  established,  nor  yet  the  system  of  county 
superintendents  adopted.  The  country  was  too  new  and  too  poor;  houses 
were  to  be  built,  roads  laid  out  and  made  passable,  bridges  and  cross- 
ways  to  be  constructed,  mills  and  mill-dams  to  be  erected,  and  farms  to  be 
laid  out,  cleared,  fenced,  and  plowed.  Outside  of  Monroe  and  Detroit  we 
had  no  cities  and  villages.  True,  we  had  a  great  many  on  paper,  but 
they  were  yet  to  be  built.  So,  also,  churches  and  school-houses, — they 
existed  only  on  printed  plats.  Tike  the  blacksmith's  shop.  A  traveler 
inquired  for  such  a  place;  he  was  told  he  would  find  one  at  Marshall  vil- 
lage. He  went  on  and  on  till,  out  of  all  patience,  he  asked  a  settler  where 
he  would  find  said  shop.  "Oh,"  said  the  man,  "you  are  in  the  shop  now, 
but  the  anvil  is  back  seven  miles  on  a  stump."  Considering  the  state  of 
the  whole  western  world  at  the  time,  the  wonder  is  not  that  we  did  so 
little,  but  that  we  were  able  to  do  so  much. 

Soon  after  the  adoption  of  our  school  system  it  was  reviewed  in  the 
Michigan  Gazetteer,  and  pronounced  superior  to  that  of  any  other  State 
and  yet  that  it  would  be  found  in  some  measure  defective,  "not  only  in 
practice  but  in  principle."  One  defect  was  that  it  did  not  provide  for  the 
support  of  a  school  in  every  district  throughout  the  year.  To  have  done 
this  at  this  time  was  simply  an  impossibility.  Besides,  five  days  in  a  week 
for  forty  weeks  is  as  much  as  any  school  ever  ought  to  be  kept  open  in 
one  year.  I  think  this  is  in  accordance  with  the  sentiment  of  all  experi- 
enced teachers.  To  have  proposed  thus  early  in  the  settlement  of  the 
country  to  levy  a  tax  to  keep  the  schools  open  the  year  round  would  have 
defeated  the  whole  thing. 

Even  up  to  1850  we  failed  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  free  schools,  even  for  three  months;  and  then  the  best  we 
could  do  was  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  establish  such 
schools  after  five  years,  and  this  was  neglected  for  two  years  longer.  The 
second  defect  pointed  out  was  in  not  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
county  superintendents,  to  be  named  by  the  State  Superintendent.  Such 
a  proposition  at  that  day  would  have  been  as  fatal  as  the  other.  The 
people  were  not  prepared,  nor  could  they  afford,  to  be  taxed  |1,000  more 
or  less  in  every  county,  in  addition  to  their  other  taxes,  to  pay  a  superin- 
tendent. Township  inspection  was  our  only  resort;  it  was  the  best  we 
could  do.  In  this  connection  allow  me  to  suggest  that  the  question  with 
the  statesman  is  not  what  I  may  like  to  do,  but  what  I  can  do;  not  what 
I  may  ivish  to  accomplish,  but  how  much  I  can  accomplish.  This  includes 
an  appreciation  of  all  the  circumstances  with  which  he  is  surrounded. 
So  with  the  teacher  when  he  enters  the  schoolroom.  What  he  may  wish 
to  do  is  one  thing,  what  he  may  be  aUe  to  do  is  another  and  very  different 
thing.  He  must  examine  his  materials,  measure  and  weigh  them,  before 
he  can  decide  what  and  how  much  he  can  do.  To  rush  ahead,  regardless 
of  circumstances  and  equally  so  of  consequences,  is  the  peculiar  charac- 
teristic of  your  one-idea  fanatical  reformer, — he  can  pull  down  and  de- 
stroy, but  he  has  no  skill  in  construction.  Such  an  one  can  never  be  a 
successful  builder.  He  makes  no  account  of  the  difficulties  to  be  met  or 
the  obstructions  to  be  removed:  hence  failure  is  sure  to  be  the  result  of 
his  labors.  The  saying  is,  "be  sure  you're  right,  then  go  ahead."  You 
point  your  boat  in  the  right  direction  above  Niagara  for  the  opposite 
shore,  but  before  reaching  it  you  and  your  boat  are  at  the  foot  of  the 
falls. 
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While  the  sixteenth  section  in  every  surveyed  township  was  reserved 
from  sale  and  given  to  the  State  in  trust  for  the  support  of  primary 
schools, — equal  to. one  thirty-sixth  of  the  whole  seventy-five  sections, — 
equal  to  48,000  acres,  to  be  selected,  most  of  it,  from  any  part  of  the  State, 
were  jriven  as  a  perpetual  fund  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  a 
university.  The  same  amount  was  granted  to  all  the  other  new  States, 
severally.  But  from  some  cause  they  have  each  and  all  failed  to  create 
any  institution  within  their  respective  borders  of  any  marked  character. 
They  have  no  college,  no  university  founded  on  this  grant  and  su]>])orted 
by  its  income,  of  any  special  note.  It  was  hence  reserved  to  ^licliigan, 
by  means  of  like  character  and  no  more  abundant,  to  rear  up  within  38 
years  from  its  inception  and  the  location  of  its  site,  an  institution  rirdVuifj 
Yale  and  Harvard,  but  outstrii)i»ing  them  both.  This  is  now  universally 
acknowledged.  The  New  York  Observer  says  that  "the  T'niversity  of 
Michigan  is  a  marvel.  Forty  years  ago  the  land — the  forty  acres  that  is 
now  occupied — was  an  unfurrowed  plain,  whose  soil  the  ]»low  had  never 
chafed,  never  disturbed;  where  but  yesterday  the  deer  roamed  free  as  air. 
the  wolf  howled,  and  the  Indian  j)itched  for  the  night  and  kindled  his 
camp-fires.  Y'ou  will  find  in  all  the  history  of  the  past  nothing  to  compare 
with  it  in  the  rapidity  of  its  development  and  growth." 

^Vhen  the  matt(»r  of  devising  a  i»lan  for  a  university  was  committed  to 
my  hands  it  caused  me  no  small  degree  of  solicitude.  It  was  said  that  no 
State  institution  of  the  kind  has  ever  succeeded  or  can  succeed.  This 
was  urged  with  great  earnestness  and  zeal  till  the  (]uestion  was  finally 
settled.  It  was  proposed  to  name  the  several  private  colleges  that  already 
existed  on  paper,  and  others  that  were  to  come  into  being.  "The  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,"  and  distribute  the  income  of  the  fund  to  thera  in 
due  projiortion.  This,  or  something  like  it.  was  the  ]>lan.  under  whatever 
name  or  form  it  might  have  been  jiresented  at  ditT(M'ent  times.  This 
scheme  I  ojiposed  wilh  all  the  influence  I  could  bring  to  bear  against  it. 
But  it  came  within  one  vote  of  succeeding;  and  for  being  instiuiiieiital, 
as  supposed,  in  defeating  the  measure  in  the  House. — it  had  i)assed  the 
Senate, — I  was  denounced  on  the  following  evening,  by  some  of  its  warm 
friends,  in  no  measured  terms. 

^Vishing  to  ])repare  myself  for  the  contest  that  I  was  aware  must  come, 
and  did  come  in  earnest,  I  addressed,  in  the  summer  of  1S37.  a  circular 
letter  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  world  of  lett«M's.  pro])osing  this 
question:  "Shall  we.  in  the  commencement  of  our  carefM-  as  a  State,  grant 
to  an  indetiiiite  number  of  private  associations  the  right  of  conferring 
degrees,  or,  for  the  present,  concentrate  our  energies  in  one  university?" 

I  received  answers  from  such  men  as  Dr.  Way  land.  President  of  Brown 
University,  Bresident  Humphrey  of  Amherst  Tollege.  Bresident  Day  of 
Yale,  fJovernor  Everett  of  Massachusetts,  and  Bishop  .McI lvalue  of  Ohio, 
all  de|»loring  llie  multiplication  of  institutions  unch'!-  the  inijiosing  name 
of  niiiversities  ;nid  colleges  as  unfavorable  to  sound  learning,  and  advis- 
ing, if  possiide.  the  plan  of  concenlraling  our  energies  on  one  university. 
Bresident  .Mc<Iiill'y  made  t  his  striking  and  explicit  declarat  i»ui :  ".Ml  that 
can  lie  said  of  the  universities  and  colleges  of  the  south  and  west  is  that 
tlie\  aie  well  endowed  academies,  though  some  of  them  are  not  oven 
tliat."  As  the  letter  of  Bisliop  Mcllvaim*  e.\|»resses  so  clearly  and  so 
fully  llif  \  iews  of  all.  and  as  a  specimen  of  the  whole,  I  give  it  entii'c: 
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KcHjiOH  CoUei/c,  July  26,  1SS7. 

Dear  Sir:  Long  absence  from  home  has  prevented  my  answering  your 
•circuhir  letter  sooner  than  the  present.  It  requires  but  little  time  to  make 
lip  an  opinion  on  the  question  you  propose.  I  consider  the  present  mul- 
tiplication of  institutions  called  colleges,  and  empowered  to  confer  de- 
grees, exceedingly  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  genuine  education. 
They  so  divide  patronage  as  to  create  a  competition,  which,  instead  of 
leading  to  the  result  which  some  suppose  must  be  the  consequence, — of 
elevating  the  standing  of  the  several  institutions, — produces  precisely 
the  opposite.  An  uneducated  community  is  to  be  courted  and  pleased, 
a  community  easily  taken  with  names  and  promises,  and  lists  of  students, 
new  methods,  short  roads,  and  cheap  acquirements. 

Who  shall  please  said  community  the  most  becomes  the  strife.  The 
strong  temptation  then  is  to  lower  the  terms  of  admission,  retain  the 
names,  but  lower  amount  of  the  studies,  relax  the  discipline,  confer  de- 
grees on  persons  not  fit  to  be  sophomores,  and  so  make  the  honor  of  a 
graduate  a  miserable  weed  instead  of  a  classic  laurel. 

The  prima  laiirea  liheralis  educafioncs  has  greatly  withered  in  these 
parts.  Where  such  multiplications  have  taken  place  it  is  difficult  for  an 
institution  that  wishes  to  maintain  a  dignified  stand  to  compete  in  patron- 
age with  others  of  less  conscience  in  such  matters. 

I  consider  that,  with  the  property  devoted  to  college  education  in  Michi- 
gan, you  have  a  most  noble  op])ortunity  of  taking  and  holding  dignified 
ground  on  this  subject,  of  building  a  breakwater  against  the  winds  and 
waves  b}'  which  other  less  independent  institutions  are  in  danger  of  being 
overwhelmed,  behind  which  the  sciences  and  classics  may  anchor  in 
peace,  and  have  otium  cum  dif/nitate.  I  would  say.  by  all  means  improve 
it  by  having  but  one  place  of  conferring  degrees  in  Michigan,  and  that  a 
university  perfectly  endowed  and  furnished.  Other  States  will  supply  the 
little  colleges.  Be  it  yours  to  set  the  example  of  a  genuine  university, 
a  mother  of  learning,  rejecting,  not  following  the  opinions  of  the  inex- 
perienced on  the  subjects  of  education. 

Yours  verv  trulv, 

C.  P.  31cILYAINE. 

Notwithstanding  the  cogent  reasons  and  unanswerable  arguments  of 
the  ablest  men  of  the  land,  so  persistent  and  combined  were  the  private 
and  personal  interests  connected  with  other  enterprises  that  it  was 
doubtful  for  a  time,  even  to  the  last  hour  when  the  final  vote  was  taken 
and  the  question  settled,  how  it  would  be  determined.  Had  the  result 
been  different,  you  would  never  have  heard  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
which  is  now  the  pride  and  crowning  glory  of  the  State.  The  object  was 
to  combine  in  one  institution,  worthy  the  name  of  university,  all  the 
worthy  elements  that  could  possibly  be  brought  together,  and  especially 
the  leading  Christian  denominations  of  the  land.  We  had  the  fund  and 
must  use  it, — having  accepted  the  trust, — not  in  scattering  it  abroad,  but 
in  accordance  with  the  true  intent  of  the  grant,  in  founding  and  sustain- 
ing a  real  university.  My  determination  was  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any 
failure  or  perversion.  That  nothing  of  the  kind  may  ever  be  laid  to  my 
charge,  I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  present  to  you  my  closing  remarks  on 
this  great  question,  made  in  my  report  to  the  Legislature  of  183S,  while 
the  matter  was  still  in  doubt  and  undetermined: 
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"Deeming  the  question  above  discussed  to  be  one  of  vital  importance, 
the  Superintendent  has  felt  constrained,  in  the  outset  of  that  career  of 
improvement  on  which  the  State  seems  disposed  to  enter,  to  present  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature  his  views  in  an  extended  form  on  the 
subject. 

"It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  jjoHi  y  now  adopted  is  destined  to 
affect  the  literary  standing  and  character  of  the  State,  not  only  for  the 
time  of  the  present  generation.  Imt  so  long  as  the  republic  and  its  institu- 
tions shall  be  preserved;  nay,  more. — so  long  as  its  name  and  the  memor- 
ial of  its  deeds  shall  be  read  in  story  or  in  song.'' 

The  results  of  the  decision  of  that  day  are  known  and  read  by  all  men. 
It  was  a  triumph  that  was  exceedingly  gratifying,  and  from  that  day  I 
cherished  the  fond  expectation  that  3Iichigan  in  future  years  would  have 
a  university  worthy  of  the  name.  But  I  did  not  expect  to  live  to  see  it 
reach  such  an  eminence  as  it  has  already  attained.  TTenceforth  let  wis- 
dom guide  its  councils,  hex  no  claim  to  recognition  that  may  degrade 
it  from  its  high  position  be  listened  to  for  a  moment.  As  well  might  the 
deciples  of  Paine  be  recognized  as  any  other  class  whose  presence  must 
destroy  its  usefulness. 

One  other  (]uestion  fell  to  my  lot,  solitary  and  alone  to  decide,  the 
decision  of  which,  for  the  time  being,  created  a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling, 
and  brought  down  u])on  me  a  storm  of  denunciation.  Indeed,  so  intense 
was  the  excitement  that  an  indignation  meeting  was  proposed  to  be  called 
at  Ann  Arbor.  The  occasion  was  this:  The  I^egislature  passed  an  act 
authorizing  the  Regents  to  procure  a  plan  for  buildings.  They  employed 
an  architect  from  New  Haven  to  draft  one;  that  plan,  if  approved  by  the 
Governor  and  Su])erintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  should  be  adopted. 
The  one  jirejjared  was  a  truly  magnificent  design,  and  would  in  that  day 
have  involved  an  expenditure  of  half  a  million  dollars,  if  not  more.  It 
was  accepted  by  the  regents  and  ajijjroved  by  the  Oovernor.  It  was  ]»re- 
sented  to  me.  Most  respectfully  yet  decidedly  T  refused  my  assent,  and 
gave  as  a  reason  that  it  would  absorb  so  much  of  the  university  fund  as 
would  cripple  it  in  all  time  to  come;  and  urged  further  that  a  university 
did  not  consist  in  buildings,  but  in  the  number  and  ability  of  its  pro- 
fessors and  its  other  a]>pointm»'uts.  as  library,  cabinets,  and  works  of  art. 
The  result  was  that  the  Regents  receded  and  the  present  plan  was 
adopted,  and  the  university  started  into  being.  Twenty  years  or  more 
after,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  r>enton.  one  of  the  medical  ]>rofessors.  in  com- 
pany with  President  Morgan  of  Pennsylvania,  the  doctor,  in  referring  to 
my  refusing  my  assent  to  their  plan  for  building  and  the  bitter  feeling 
incited  against  me  at  the  time,  remarked  that  while  he  was  unwilling  to 
give  me  credit  for  so  much  sagacity  as  that  action  indicated,  yet  he  would 
truly  say  that  it  was  the  best  thing  that  ever  happened  in  the  State.  My 
reply  wiis  that  I  was  just  as  well  satisfied  then  as  now  thai  its  adoption 
would  have  Ix-en  fatal  to  the  institution. 

There  was  still  another  (lucstion  in  which  I  was  called  upon  to  take 
part.  It  was  my  jiurpose  from  the  beginning  lo  make  all  (Uir  schools 
free  in  every  <-ase,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest, — free  from  rate  bills 
and  luiti<in  bills.  I  assumed  the  position  that  the  property  of  the  Slate 
should  be  liolden  for  the  <dn(  ation  of  every  child  in  it.  Put  the  wealth 
of  tlu'  Slate  has  ever  ojiposcd  fice  schools,  and  yet  no  class  is  more  deeply 
interested  in  the  education  (»f  all.  There  is  no  safety  in  the  midst  ftf 
deliased  ignorance.  It  was  urged  that  while  our  university  should  bo 
ojM'ii  to  ;ill  our  own  young  men.  we  surely  were  \u>\  called  upon  to  admit 
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others  without  charges  for  tuition.  True,  but  every  young  man  who 
€omes  to  our  University  spends  his  money  here,  and  tliere  is  nothing 
which  gives  so  much  importance  and  character  to  a  State  as  an  institu- 
tion of  high  standing  to  which  young  men  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
can  resort.  The  view  taken  was  that  this  would  be  worth  more  to  us  than 
any  tuition  bill  that  might  be  charged,  even  to  a  hundred  fold.  Besides, 
young  men  from  abroad  cannot  be  expected  to  come  here  unless  there 
are  inducements  beyond  those  existing  in  other  institutions.  This  policy 
was  finall}^  adopted,  and  I  think  no  one  at  this  day  can  say  that  it  was  not 
the  wisest  and  best  course. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  at  an  early  day  we  had  some  important  ques- 
tions to  settle,  the  determination  of  which  has  not  ceased  to  have  a  direct 
influence  on  the  educational  interests  of  the  State.  An  enterprise  so 
magnificent  as  the  education  of  a  whole  people  to  be  successful  must 
rest  on  a  firm  basis.  After  referring  to  what  the  Legislature  had  done 
in  perfecting  what  might  be  termed  the  Michigan  school  system,  I  ex- 
pressed my  confident  expectation  of  its  success  in  these  words: 

"What  remains  is  to  carry  it  into  successful  operation,  making  from 
time  to  time  such  modifications  as  experience  shall  determine  to  be  neces- 
sary and  desirable.  Most  certainly  have  we  laid  the  foundations  for  rais- 
ing a  fabric  of  gigantic  proportions  and  great  magnificence;  our  whole 
superstructure,  when  duly  perfected  by  the  wisdom  and  councils  of  ex- 
perience, cannot  fail  of  being  the  ornament  and  glory  of  Michigan  in  all 
coming  time,  and  as  useful  in  all  its  departments,  as  grand  and 
beautiful  in  all  its  designs.  Hence,  if  we  fail — as  remarked  by 
-one  distinguished  gentleman  at  the  late  session  of  the  col- 
lege of  professional  teachers — it  will  be  a  magnificent  failure,  and  draw 
after  it  consequences  of  direful  import.  But  we  trust,  through  the  provi- 
dence of  the  all-wise,  the  high  and  mighty  Ruler  of  the  universe,  who  has 
thus  far  so  benignantly  and  prosperously  guided  the  councils  and  affairs 
of  our  State,  that  the  system  will  flourish  and  bear  much  fruit,  even  long 
after  those  who  were  instrumental  in  iti?;  production  shall  have  returned 
to  the  dust  of  the  valleys  and  gone  to  their  final  home." 

I  may  say  in  this  connection  that  we  had  in  our  settlements  at  that 
time  a  large  proportion  of  educated  men,  and  many  families  anxious  for 
schools  of  a  high  order,  ready  to  engage  in  any  enterprise  that  promised 
success.  The  leading  men  of  that  day  were  the  fast  friends  of  education, 
and  hence  our  success.  This  was  especially  true  of  the  members  of  the 
Convention  and  of  the  first  Legislature. 

I  have  thus  given  you  a  mere  outline  of  the  past  of  Michigan  as  far  as 
its  educational  interests  are  concerned.  No  new  State  ever  started  into 
being  with  so  many  warm  and  devoted  friends  of  education  as  we  had. 
Five  of  the  best  years  of  my  life  I  gave  to  the  work.  In  it  I  traveled  by 
night  and  by  day, — on  one  occasion  five  whole  nights  out  of  eight, — not 
in  railroad  palaces,  but  in  lumber  wagons  and  stage  coaches,  through 
rain,  mud,  frost,  and  storm.    But  I  can  truly  say  I  feel  fully  compensated. 

To  me  it  is  a  matter  of  thankfulness  that  God  in  his  dealings  with  man 
has  taken  such  peculiar  care  of  children.  How  often  do  we  meet  with 
this  expression,  so  tender  and  affectionate,  "and  you  little  ones,"  and  with 
what  warm  sympathy  does  it  come  home  to  the  heart  to  see  the  Lord 
Jesus  blessing  the  young,  even  taking  little  children  in  his  arms  and 
blessing  them. 
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INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 


A    I'Al'KK    KEAD    BETOKE    THE    SOCIETY,    FERKIAHY   .?.    IST.".,    HY    O.    C 
COM  STOCK  OF  MARSHALL. 


r.v  I  lie  organic  law  (»f  this  State  it  was  inadf  ilic  diitv  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  soon  as  niav  be.  to  make  jirovisioii  \n  law  for  ascertaining  the 
most  proiicr  objects  of  im|irov('ment  in  relation  to  "Roads.  Canals,  and 
Navigable  Waters." 

This  jirovisioM  o\'  the  roiisi  it  ulictii  \\a>  sn  uiii\  fisallv  consich-riMl  just 
and  of  juinu*  imjiortance.  that  the  Convention  acce|>t<'d  at  once,  and 
almost  without  debate,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  internal  improve- 
ments, striking  out  but  one  unimi)ortant  word  thereof.  In  obedience  to 
this  injunction,  each  successive  Legislature  vied  with  the  ]U'eceding  in 
l»rojecting  works  of  internal  im])rovement  upon  a  scale  of  magniticence 
so  enchanting  that  the  utter  inability  of  the  infant  State  to  carry  theni 
f(U-\vard  to  completion  seemed  scarcely  consideicd  at  all.  In  this  par- 
ticulai-.  however,  it  Avas  not  at  all  singular.  Un-  many  of  tlI^'  older  States 
luul  entered  u|»on  the  same  career  of  im|)rovement.  and  jiursued  the  liat- 
tering  image  well  nigh  to  their  ruin. 

The  accomjdished  lirst  (lovernor  of  this  State,  in  his  last  annual  coui- 
muni<'ation  to  the  Legislature  and  the  people,  delivered  in  .lanuary. 
1S;{1I,  used  these  woids:  , 

•'It  ali'ords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  iciiew  my  coiigratulalit)ns 
on  the  successful  jti-ogress  of  (uir  internal  improvements.  Kach  division 
of  the  systeju  has  been  prosecuted  with  an  energy  and  activity  highly 
cHMlitable  to  those  to  whom  they  are  intrusted.  The  Central  road  is 
tinder  cmitract  as  far  as  Jackson,  lieing  a  distance  of  7S  miles  from  De- 
troit, and  locations  are  now  in  progress  as  far  as  Kalamazoo.  140  mih's 
from  Detroit.     Ily  the  agreement  with  the  <«)ntractor.  that  portion  of  this 

load  liciwiiii  ^■psilanti  and  .\nn  .\rl»<u-  should  have  I n  ready  for  the 

iron  rails  as  eaily  as  the  uiouth  (d  Octobei-.  but  f»M'  some  cause  is  not  yet 
coiupleted.  (Ml  the  Southern  i()ad  a  commendable  energy  has  been 
evince<l ;  ."'.0  miles  of  this  road. — as  far  as  Adrian. — will  be  ready  f(U'  laying 
the  iron  eaily  in  the  ensuing  sjuing.  It  is  under  contract  as  far  as  Hills 
dale,  and  the  engineers  are  completing  the  final  locations  (Ui  the  third 
division  as  far  as  the  village  of  IJianeh.  The  S.iginaw  and  <  'linion  canals 
are  in  a<ti\e  progress;  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  Xorlheru  railroad. 
whi<h  has  liecii  placed  under  contract  foi-  clearing  and  grubbing  from 
INut  fluroM  to  l<yons.  'I'he  lontract  for  the  const  ruct  itui  of  the  canal 
around  the  falls  of  the  Sault  Ste.  .Marie  has  been  let.  :ind  the  work  itself 
will  b<'  roiiinn'tncd  ;ii  ;in  <;irlv  day." 
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In  the  same  communication  the  Governor  giA^es  the  history  of  the 
15,000,000  loan,  connected  closely,  he  sa^^s,  with  the  internal  improve- 
ments of  the  State.  Its  close  connection  with' this  subject  became  quite 
apparent  very  soon  thereafter.  A  juster  understanding  of  the  bold  and 
captivating  schemes  of  traversing  the  vState  with  five  parallel  lines  of  rail- 
roads and  canals  will  be  had  when  we  take  into  account  the  fact  that  our 
whole  population  were  at  that  time  consumers  and  not  producers,  and 
that  four-fifths  of  our  territory  was  an  unbroken  wilderness.  True,  we 
had  youth  and  health  and  energy,  but  these  could  not  be  spared,  no  matter 
how  they  might  rate  in  the  markets  of  the  world.  Governor  Woodbridge, 
who  succeeded  Governor  Mason,  said,  in  just  one  year  after  the  Mason 
message,  that  in  1(S40  he  felt  compelled  to  recommend  to  the  early  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of  an  immediate  suspension 
or  repeal  of  all  the  existing  laws  relative  to  our  internal  improvement 
system,  except  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  running  of  the  cars  upon 
the  railroads  already  in  use.  At  the  very  beginning  of  the  session  of  1840 
the  following  resolution  was  offered  in  the  Senate: 

"Resolved.  That  the  committee  ou  internal  improvements  be  instrncted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  provide  for  the 
further  construction  of  certain  worlis  of  internal  improvement.  Approved  April 
30th,  1839." 

But  two  Senators  dissented.  I  think  the  opinion  was  generally  enter- 
tained that  a  disastrous  bankruptcy  of  the  State  was  exceedingly  immi- 
nent, and  that  the  rigid  economy  inaugurated  at  the  period  alone  saved  us 
from  such  a  shameful  result.  At  this  time  the  State  was  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac,  Jacksonburg  and  Palmyra.  Marshall 
and  Allegan,  Northern,  Southern,  and  Central  railroads,  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
Saginaw,  Clinton,  and  Kalamazoo  canals  and  the  canal  around  the  rapids 
of  Grand  river,  building  bridges  and  State  roads,  and  making  various  and 
sundry  improvements  to  our  navigable  streams.  When  nothing  more 
was  available  for  the  |5, 000, 000  loan,  came  the  slaughter  of  our  public 
lands.  Land  warrants  and  land  scrip  became  a  legal  tender  between  the 
contractor  and  the  laborers  upon  our  public  works,  and  although  they 
were  subject  to  a  great  discount  for  cash,  yet,  as  they  could  be  used  in  the 
purchase  of  internal  improvement  lands,  they  did  not  utterly  sink  out  of 
sight,  and  are  worth,  as  I  think,  at  this  time,  as  much  as  our  greenback 
currency. 

One  improvement  after  another  was  cast  off,  until  the  Central  and 
Southern  railroads  alone  remained  persistent  beggers  for  aid  from  an 
exhausted  treasury.  The  Board  of  Internal  Improvements  in  their  last 
report  to  the  Legislature,  Dec.  7,  1846,  say  that  from  Dec.  1,  1845,  to 
Sept.  4,  1846,  the  gross  receipts  of  the  Central  railroad  were  |239,663.75. 
After  deducting  running  expenses,  repairs,  amount  received  from  Michi- 
gan Central  Kailroad  Company  and  for  old  iron,  we  submit  that  the  net 
earnings  of  this  our  pet  and  best  improvement  fully  justified  its  sale. 
During  the  eight  months  preceding  the  sale  of  this  road  to  the  Michigan 
Central  Kailroad  Company  the  State  was  compelled  to  expend  upon  it  no 
less  a  sum  than  |143,314.59.  A  very  intelligent  committee  of  the  Senate 
reported  in  January,  1846,  that  the  sum  total  of  our  expenditures  upon 
the  different  works  of  internal  improvements  was  about  four  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars  and  305,000  of  the  500,000  acres  of  land  granted  by 
Congress  to  this  State  in  1841.  When  the  Legislature  began  to  agitate 
the  question  of  the  sale  of  our  public  works,  parties  were  numerous  wha 
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desired  to  lease  the  Central  and  Southern  Railroads;  but  it  was  properly 
decided  that  the  whole  system  of  internal  improvements  by  the  State,  for 
the  purpose  of  revenue,  was,  at  any  rat«\  a  fallacy,  and  that  {\\o  sale  of  our 
two  railroads  was  dictated  by  sound  political  economy  and  the  exigencies 
of  the  State. 

Finally  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  bought  our  elephant 
for  ?;l».0(>0,(»0().  and  not  long  after  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Com- 
pany bought  the  Southern  Road  for  ^500,000.  Here  virtually  ceased  to 
exist  all  our  works  of  internal  improvement.  Nothing  but  the  debris  of 
our  airy  castles  remain,  and  they  only  to  plague  our  recollections. 


IISICIDENTS   IN   THE   BJLACK   HAWK   WAR. 


A   PAPER   READ   BEFORE   THE    PIONEER    SOCIETY   OF   THE    STATE    OF 
MICHIGAN,  FEBRUARY  3,  1875,  BY  EDWIN  JEROME. 


History  is  the  recital  of  events  transpiring,  or  the  record  of  facts  from 
the  knowledge  and  nu'Uiory  of  individuals;  therefore.  jKn-sons  relating 
their  exj)erience  of  bj-gones  my  be  allowed  to  speak  of  self  without  be 
coming  egotists. 

The  writer  left  Detroit  October  :i,  1831,  for  that  portion  of  Michigan 
Territory  lying  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  now  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  with 
a  Tnited  States  surveying  party,  composed  {»f  John  Mullett.  surveyor, 
and  Utter,  Jlrink,  Reck,  and  Jerome,  with  a  French  i)ony  team  and  a 
biillalo  wagon  to  carr}-  our  tent,  camp  eiiuippage,  blankets,  etc.  The 
first  day's  march  on  a  graded  road  brought  us  to  Ypsilauti,  where  we 
found  good  fare  and  a  choice  of  the  softest  boards  in  the  bar-room  floor 
for  our  beds  during  the  night.  We  obtained  but  little  sleep,  but  did  get 
tender  spots  at  the  knee,  hi]*,  and  shoulder  joints,  or  wherever  a  bone 
pr(tlruded.  The  second  day  we  had  a  worked  road  beyond  the  village  of 
Saline;  then  <ame  turnitike  jobbers,  some  clearing,  some  ploughing 
and  scraping,  and  jobs  not  yet  (•omnieiif<'d  on  the  newly  laid 
out  Chicago  turnpike,  putting  up  at  Clinton  wilh  similar  fare  as  at  Yi)si- 
lanti,  adding  another  night's  torment  to  our  luuised  joints.  From  here 
our  road  becanw  a  wagon  ti-ack  or  Indian  trail,  usually  finding  a  house  or 
Indian  trader's  hut  to  i»ui  ii|i  :il  until  within  a  few  miles  of  the  southeast 
(•oriu'r  of  Lake  .Michigan.  Learning  there  was  neither  inhabitant  or  roatl 
around  the  hike,  we  had  recnnrse  to  its  beach  near  where  Michigan  City 
now  stands,  traveling  10  miles  on  ihe  sandy  shores  and  camping  one  night 
on  the  sand  beach.     The  next  day  we  reached  the  far  famed  cily  of  Chi- 
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cago,  in  a  fierce  and  pelting  rain  storm;  this  lasted  without  abatement 
until  12  o'clock  next  day,  discharging  a  vast  amount  of  water  for  so  short 
a  period.  We  sought  and  put  up  at  the  only  first-class  hotel  in  the  city,  it 
being  a  small  U.  S.  fort,  garrisoned  by  a  few  soldiers  and  commanded  b> 
a  noble,  generous-hearted  officer,  whose  name  has  escaped  my  memory. 
His  warm  hospitality,  which  gave  us  the  use  of  a  blazing  kitchen  fire — 
where  the  soldiers  cooked  their  rations — to  dry  ourselves,  and  the  floor 
on  which  to  stretch  our  weary  limbs  and  toast  our  feet,  will  be  gratefully 
remembered  as  long  as  life  lasts  in  any  of  that  party. 

Besides  this  fort  the  city  contained  five  or  six  log  houses  on  French 
claims,  all  standing  on  the  Chicago  river  within  a  distance  of  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  lake,  valued  by  the  owners  at  fifty  cents  per  acre.  At  one 
o'clock  we  started  with  a  bright  sunshine,  ferried  the  Chicago  river  in  a 
small  scow,  waded  in  the  water — fequently  knee  deep — about  nine  miles 
in  the  direction  of  Napier's,  the  last  house  on  the  outskirts  of  civilization, 
to  a  ridge,  where  we  camped  without  supper  or  tent,  for  want  of  wood 
or  poles.  The  next  day  we  called  on  our  former  neighbor,  Capt.  Napier, 
and  obtained  one  and  a  half  days'  rations  for  man  and  beast;  a  full  sup- 
ply, as  we  thought,  to  carry  us  to  Rock  river  ferry.  On  the  third  day, 
wearied  by  storms  and  swollen  streams,  periling  life  each  day  in  fording 
we  passed  Paw  Paw  Grove,  then  famous  as  the  empty  city  of  Black 
Hawk.  There  were  numerous  birch  bark  tents,  splendidly  adorned  with 
native  dra\\nngs,  among  them  the  first  Mississippi  steamer  we  ever  saw 
afloat.  Leaving  this  most  delightful  spot,  we  missed  the  trail  as  directed 
by  our  friend  Napier,  following  a  circuitous  route  around  the  south  of 
the  big  Winnebago  swamps,  putting  up  one  night  at  a  log  house  after- 
wards made  historic  by  the  murder  of  the  proprietor,  a  Mr.  Hall,  and 
family,  also  a  neighbor  and  family,  in  all  fifteen,  and  the  captivity  of  the 
two  Misses  Hall,  subsequently  ransomed  by  the  government.  This  act  by 
the  Indians  inaugurated  and  set  in  full  blaze  the  Black  Hawk  war  of  1832. 
Owing  to  some  troublesome  streams,  and  missing  our  way,  the  one  and 
a  half  days'  journey  came  to  an  end  on  the  sixth,  and  need  I  say  the  enc] 
of  our  provisions?  Our  large-hearted  ferryman,  comprehending  the  situ- 
ation, gave  us  a  bountiful  "square  meal,"  embellished  with  a  five  or  six- 
quart  dish  full  of  crab-apple  sauce,  thoroughly  sweetened  with  India m 
mocock  sugar.  Thus,  with  full  stomachs,  our  journey  was  vigoroiisly 
prosecuted  to  our  headquarters  in  Galena  in  just  28  full  days.  Our  sai- 
vey  commenced  and  was  prosecuted  two  days,  then  an  extreme  cold  ri^hc 
froze  the  prairie  too  deep  for  raising  the  requisite  mound  for  a  landmark, 
and  the  survey  was  abandoned,  to  be  renewed  April  1,  1832. 

The  Hon.  Lucius  Lyon  was  prosecuting  a  job  of  surveying  from  the 
Illinois  State  line  northward  and  adjoining  the  fourth  principal  meridian. 
Our  work  was  founded  on  his,  running  east  to  the  Indian  boundary  line  at 
Sugar  river.  At  each  tier  of  townships  Mr.  Lyon  left  a  letter  on  the  north- 
east corner  post  of  the  town,  telling  us  of  the  progress  of  his  work  and  the 
progress  of  the  Indian  war.  The  day  after  the  memorable  Stillman  battle 
with  Black  Hawk,  we  were  crossing  the  Blue  Mounds  with  a  town  line 
leading  us  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Brigham,  meeting  here  an  Indian 
half-chief  who  had  just  arrived  from  the  Menominee  camp  with  th2  do- 
tails  of  the  battle,  stating  the  slain  to  be  three  Indians  and  eleven  whites. 
The  long  shaking  of  hands  and  the  extreme  cordiality  of  the  Indian 
alarmed  Mullett  for  our  safety,  but  he  locked  the  fact  in  his  own  bosom, 
and  went  nearly  five  miles  east  with  our  line  and  camped;  the  next  morn- 
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injj  we  went  two  and  a  half  miles  south  and  l)ioii<;ht  u])  an  unfinished  line, 
and  formed  and  built  a  mound  for  a  town  corner. 

On  the  completion  of  this  mound,  Mullett  j;ave  the  first  hint  of  his  fears 
by  raisings  himself  to  full  heij^ht,  sayinfj,  "Boys,  I'm  goinj;  in;  Til  not  risk 
my  scalp  for  a  few  paltry  sliillinjfs."  This  laconic  s]k*cc1i  was  a  frif]fhtful 
electiic  spark  to  the  whole  company.  My  own  sensation  was  as  if  every 
hair  of  my  head  instantly  became  a  i»orcuj)ine  (juill,  raisinj;-  my  hat  in  air, 
myself  ficim  the  liiound,  my  head  sore  as  a  boil. 

The  Indian  trail  from  Galena  to  Fort  Winnebago  i)assed  here,  which 
Mullett  instantly  struck  into  on  a  dog  trot,  followed  by  his  frightened  men, 
seeing  a  foe  in  every  imaginary  sound  or  rustle  of  prairie  grass,  bounding 
involuntarily  to  right  or  left  to  avoid  the  rushing  legions  of  Indians. 
Five  miles  brought  us  back  to  Brigham's.  The  peaceful  hamlet  of  the 
day  before  was  all  bustle,  with  a  large  number  of  families  ga1her<'d  from 
the  surrounding  country,  and  a  large  log  fort  was  fast  apjtroaching  com- 
pletion. 

A  short  distance  farther  on  we  met  Governor  Dodge  with  fifty  mounted 
horsemen,  going  to  the  Menominee  camp  to  have  a  talk  where  the  city 
of  Madison  now  stands.  Arriving  at  Willow  Sj)rings  we  found  the  neigh- 
borhood congregated  for  self-defense;  regular  guards  were  set  for  th^' 
night,  who  attested  their  vigilance  two  or  three  times  during  the  night  by 
seeing  large  bands  of  Indians  approaching,  firing  into  their  midst,  rushing 
into  the  stockade,  and  demanding  a  forlorn  hope  to  go  out  and  investi- 
gate the  case. 

The  next  day  we  arrived  at  Oak  Springs,  and  found  the  neighborhood 
stockading  the  fort  with  pickets  twelve  feet  high,  sj)lit  from  trees  and  set 
in  a  trench,  making  a  formidable  defense.  The  guards  were  set,  the  fires 
extinguished  in  the  stockade,  and  every  man,  wotnan  and  child  camjted 
down  as  best  they  might;  and  just  as  all  had  become  hushed  as  the  house 
of  death,  the  loud  report  of  a  gun  from  one  of  the  sentinels  sounded  the 
alarm,  and  the  fort  instantaneously  became  a  bedlam.  Impromptu  otfi- 
eers  hauled  us  about,  jammed  us  against  the  pickets,  bidding  us  stand 
tbei-e  while  they  sought  the  stock  of  arms,  knocked  open  the  barrel  of 
cartridges  and  distributed  them.  In  the  darkness  and  friglit  I  cannot  say 
how  many  cartridges  found  the  inside  of  our  muskels,  but  all  was  pro- 
nounced in  jterfect  defensive  or<ler.  The  faithful  guard  was  brought 
into  council,  and  testified  that  sixty  Indians  came  over  the  fence  a  few 
tods  from  the  fort,  the  butts  of  their  guns  rattling  on  the  top-rail.  A 
volunteer  forlorn  hope  was  obtained  to  investigate  the  situation.  They 
found  the  unyoked  oxen  used  for  hauling  picketing  had  jumped  over 
ap(J  were  feeding  in  the  corner  of  the  fence.  All  b<'came  (piiet,  but  soon 
anotlier  sentinel  came  rushing  in;  he  was  crawling  along  a  fence,  watch- 
ing for  Indians,  and  anolhei-  was  doing  the  same  thing  from  an  ojiposite 
direction,  and  on  spying  him,  had,  as  a  faithful  gnanliMU.  snapi»ed  his 
l»'e<r  at  him,  and  he  escaped  death  <uily  by  the  missing  of  a  firelock. 
.Xext  day  we  arrived  at  Galena,  and  found  part  of  tlie  town  picketed.  .\ 
guard  was  set  as  usual,  and  at  about  eleven  o'clock  came  (he  crack  of  a 
gUii  and  a  sentinel  rushed  in  at  th<'  gate.  He  had  Ixm'U  wat<hing  in  the 
bushes  at  llu'  blow  of  the  hill  overhanging  the  north  side  of  the  town; 
a  tautions  rrawlintr  and  ci-ackling  of  bushes  approached  hlTu;  he 
hM'cIed  his  piece  and  watched  for-  some  time  the  a|i|»idach  of  the  Indian 
till  he  at  length  sighted  him  on  all  fours,  took  delibei-ate  aim.  tired,  and 
all  became  silent.  .\  foilorn  hope,  [tiloled  to  the  spot  by  <Mir  faithful 
guard,  found  his  uneriing  aim  had  planted  a  ball  in  the  bi*ain  of  a  two- 
hundred  pound  porkei'. 
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The  Galeua  Rangers^  a  ciompany  of  eighty  horseaiien^  thoroughly 
equipped  by  the  government,  were  dispatched  to  Atkinson  camp  at  Rock 
river  ferry.  On  arriving  near  nightfall  at  Rutfalo  Grove,  twelve  miles 
from  Rock  river,  it  was  deemed  unsafe  to  pass  through  before  morning; 
therefore  they  camped  on  the  open  prairie  about  two  miles  from  timber. 
Near  midnight  one  of  the  guard  fired,  and  reported  a  large  band  of  In- 
dians just  crossed  near  the  camp.  Notwithstanding  the  earnest  pro- 
testations of  the  next  sentinel  that  they  passed  by  him  and  consisted 
of  three  deer,  this  valiant  band  by  one  o'clock  were  in  their  saddles  in 
full  retreat  for  Galena,  riding  the  entire  distance — near  eighty  miles — 
and  arriving  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  roguishly  reporting  that 
Black  Hawk  was  coming  in  rear  with  5,000  Indians,  and  would  spare 
none.  In  five  minute®  the  intense  fright  of  the  country  was  manifested 
in  the  screeching  and  screaming  of  women  and  children  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  town  to  the  other.  One  man,  catching  the  report,  ran 
home  ten  miles  into  the  country,  hurried  his  family  and  a  neighbor's  down 
a  lead-mine  shaft  30  feet  deep,  having  a  good  side  drift.  After  two 
days'  incarceration,  hearing  no  outside  noise,  he  ventured  his  head 
to  the  top,  and  seeing  a  man  traveling,  learned  from  him  that  the  story 
was  a  canard. 

The  friendly  Blue  Mound  Menominee  half-chief,  true  to  the  instincts 
of  his  nature^  sent  nine  of  his  tribe  to  slaughter  us;  they  killed  two 
men  traveling  near  our  last  landmark.  Here  lived  Phileo,  a  mail  con- 
tractor, who  the  public  journals  of  the  country  dubbed  the  scalping 
editor,  owing  to  an  article  published  in  his  seven-by-nine  paper,  giving 
an  account  of  a  hand-to-hand  fight  of  eleven  white  men  against  eleven 
Indians,  in  which  he  boasted  of  having  scalped  two  Indians.  The  nightly 
alarms  and  astounding  hairbreadth  escapes  continued  during  our  twenty 
days'  stay  in  Galena.  Still,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  fright,  the  good 
people  of  Galena  found  time  for  revelry  and  for  homicide. 

While  here  the  writer  witnessed  the  levee  given  by  the  Hon.  Lucius 
Lyon  that  secured  his  election  to  Congress  by  giving  him  the  600  votes  of 
the  lead  mine  district.  I  also  witnessed  the  shooting  of  Kelsey  by  Mc- 
Koy,  his  examination  and  discharge  for  the  homicide.  » 
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SECOND     SOCIAL    EEUNION-,    HELD    AT    MAR- 
SHALL, AUGUST   18,  1875. 


The  foUowiug  account  of  this  social  reunion  is  compiled  from  the  Demo- 
cratic Exi>ouuder,  presented  to  the  State  Pioneer  (Society  by  Hon.  8.  ^j. 
Lacey : 

The  meeting;  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society  on  Wednesday,  the  ISth,  was 
a  successful  atfair  in  ever  respect.  The  committee  in  char<;e,  with  thj 
assistance  of  the  ladies,  made  ample  ju'ovision  for  the  wants  of  the  as- 
sembly. At  two  o'clock  Dr.  Comstock,  the  President  of  the  Stale  Society, 
called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Messrs.  Hussey,  Wells,  Longyear,  Bishop,  Fuller,  Brockway,  Little, 
Clark,  Hendryx,  Shearer,  Alger,  and  other  gentlemen  were  present  on 
the  stand.  The  Bev.  (Jalvin  Clark  ollered  a  fervent  prayer  for  the 
pioneers  of  Michigan,  with  thanksgiving  that  so  many  were  still  able 
to  meet  their  friends  in  social  reunion. 

Dr.  Comstock  then  introduced  ^Ir.  Hussey  of  Battle  Creek,  who,  as 
I'resident  of  the  Calhoun  County  Pioneer  Soi^iety,  said  he  rejoiced  to 
welcome  the  pioneers  of  the  State  of  Michigan;  rejoiced  to  see  so  many 
of  the  old  settlers  here  to  gather  up  the  shreds  of  history  that  have  been 
woven  in  the  years  since  they  planted  theii-  feet  on  the  soil  of  Michigan. 
There  are  many  here  who  liave  s|>ent  from  ?A)  to  40  and  .">()  years  in 
Michigan.  One  veteran  of  80  years  (Jas.  Corbus),  was  born  on  tiie  Kiver 
Bouge,  Wayne  county. 

I  came  to  Wayne  fifty  years  ago  on  the  24th  of  September,  and  located 
and  improved  the  second  80-acre  lot  in  Plymoutli.  I  visited  Pontine  by 
an  Indian  trail  when  there  were  not  over  half  a  dozen  houses  tluM-e;  and 
when  I  put  up  my  cabin  there  were  only  two  west  of  me  in  what  is  now 
Washtenaw  county,  and  the  nearest  house  was  nine  miles  distant.  We 
were  all  |M)or  at  that  time, — j>oor,  but  cheerful  and  liajipy  during  the 
waking  liours  of  the  twenty-four.  I  have  sent  to  I  Detroit.  !'.">  miles,  for 
two  pounds  of  rice  and  a  pint  of  wine  for  my  sick  wife,  and  if  you  would 
like  to  know  why  I  did  not  send  for  more,  you  might  as  well  be  told  that 
it  was  because  money  was  hard  to  g(»t, 

^^'e  had  then  no  marl)le  fronts  or  rich  cai'pets  for  the  llooi-s.  but  we  had 
what  was  bettei-, — we  had  comidete  social  (Mpiality  and  friendly  feelings. 
( >f  what  we  had  we  fi-ee|y  impai'te<l  to  our  neighluus,  without  re»|uii'ing 
a  I'd  per  cent  usury.  In  sickness  and  health  we  guarded  each  other's 
\\elfare.  W«'  we|com<'  you  today,  old  pioneers  of  Michigan!  you  who 
have  converted  the  wiblerness  into  a  State  ricli  in  all  that  tnakes  a 
nation  great. 

Hon.  .lonatliaii  Shearer  of  Plynioulli  was  iiih(Mliired.  and  s;iid: 

\\'hen  I  look  back  44  years,  and  then  at  the  domes  of  our  insiitutions 
of  leaining  and  the  spires  in  honor  of  Almighty  Cod.  how  changed  the 
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scene  since  1835!  Pioneers  of  Michigan^  we  all  came  here  poor.  We 
had  to  hew  down  the  forest,  and  you  may  appeal  to  all  the  heroes  that 
war  has  made  famous,  and  they  do  not  compare  with  those  who  build 
uip  a  nation,  as  it  were,  out  of  an  unknown  land.  When  I  die  I  want 
'Tioneer"  cut  on  my  tombstone,  to  let  our  children  and  future  generations 
know  that  I  am  entitled  to  a  place  among  the  noble  band  who  have 
helped  to  make  Michigan  the  State  she  is. 

Judge  Wells  of  Kalamazoo  then  spoke  in  substance  as  follows: 

I  suppose  that  one  of  the  objects  of  these  meetings  is  to  get  at  facts 
and  events  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  the  country,  to  be 
woven  into  history  hereafter.  The  importance  of  the  early  preservation 
of  these  facts  is  evidenced  by  the  many  errors  that  creep  into  the  history 
of  all  portions  of  the  west.  We  are  so  hurried  to  "live^  move,  and  have 
out  being/'  that  we  forget  all  else. 

Whether  you  can  by  the  utmost  painstaking  reach  a  correct  history 
of  the  settlement  of  a  half-dozen  counties  in  western  Michigan  is  doubtful. 
Settlements  were  made  in  many  portions  of  Michigan,  especially  in  the 
western  part  of  the  then  territory^  before  the  land  was  surveyed  or 
ofifered  for  sale  by  the  United  States.  If  surveys  had  been  made  and  titles 
perfected  before  the  settler  made  his  first  improvement^  then  we  should 
have  permanent  records  to  refer  to,  and  thus  dates  and  occurrences 
might  be  reached.  The  pioneers,  in  many  instances,  was  so  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  government  that  range,  township,  and  section  divisions  were 
entirely  unknown.  *  *  *  *  Undoubtedly  some  facts  may  be  elicited 
through  the  instrumentality  of  meetings  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  a  few  of 
whom  are  still  with  us,  whose  residence  in  our  peninsula  runs  back 
to  the  territorial  government  or  early  after  the  organization  of  the  State. 

On  the  12th  of  the  present  month  we  had  our  annuual  reunion  of  the 
pioneers  of  Kalamazoo  county  at  "Frake's  Grove,"  near  the  village  of 
Vicksburg,  at  the  junction  of  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  and  Chicago 
&  Lake  Huron  railroads.  At  least  3,000  persons  were  there  assembled. 
*  *  Scores  of  very  aged  people  were  there,  each  one  contributing  some 
fact  of  interest  in  connection  with  his  locality.  Among  them  was  Judge 
Caleb  Eldred  of  Chicago,  who  had  entered  on  his  95th  year,  but  was 
yet  vigorous  enough  to  walk  up  and  take  his  seat  upon  the  speaker's 
stand.  Others  were  there  whose  locks  had  been  touched  by  the  snows  of 
eighty  winters,  and  more  than  a  full  military  company  who  were  outside 
of  their  sixtieth  year.  Many  intensely  interesting  incidents  in  our  local 
history  were  brought  out  and  have  passed  into  print.  Among  other 
things,  as  veritable  history  of  Kalamazoo,  it  was  established  that  the 
first  white  settler  and  tiller  of  the  soil  in  that  county  was  Basil  Harrison, 
who  located  there  in  1828.  He  died  in  1874,  aged  104  years.  Consider- 
ing his  extreme  age  and  character,  he  was  a  grand  old  man,  to  mark 
an  event  in  the  settlement  of  a  county  famed  for  its  productive  wealth 

and  the  intelligence  of  its  people. 

*********  *         *         * 

In  the  year  1843  I  passed  over  a  trail  from  Kalamazoo  to  the  south  part 
of  the  county  in  company  with  Sagaman,  an  Indian  chief,  and  Denocher, 
a  half-breed,  and  when  about  two  miles  south  of  where  Kalamazoo  court- 
house now  stands,  they  pointed  to  the  charred  remains  of  a  block  which 
Sagaman  said  he  had  seen  used  as  a  blacksmith  shop  in  1812  and  1813 
by  a  Frenchman  who  was  employed  by  the  British  to  put  Indian  guns 
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and  scalpinj^'-knivi's  in  order  that  were  used  a};ain»t  our  people  at  the 
River  Kaisin  and  other  phues  under  the  direct i(m  of  (feneral  Proctor, 
who  was  not  an  Indian,  but  who  was  said  to  be  more  of  a  savage  than 
any  of  his  Indian  allies. 

When  .Judge  Wells  ((Uicluded  his  remarks'.  Dr.  Alger  of  (Joldwater, 
was  called,  and  responded  in  a  few  brief  remarks,  as  follows: 

By  accident  I  was  born  at  my  grand-parents  in  Lisbon,  N.  V..  but 
before  I  was  a  year  old  my  parents  returned  to  Vermont,  from  wlu'uee, 
in  183tj,  1  came  to  Branch  county.  If  our  county  was  not  the  first  settled, 
we  have  one  of  our  pioneers  present  of  eighty  years  standing,  in  the 
person  of  J.  (Jorbus,  now  of  Girard,  who  was  born  on  the  Rouge,  October 
Jl,  ITDl.  And  we  have  another  who  was  born  the  same  year,  whom  I 
expected  to  see  here  today,  but  he  was  so  bu.sy  securing  his  oat  crop 
that  he  could  not  spare  the  time;  and  we  have,  also,  Mr.  Benjamin  Smith, 
who  camped  here  in  1829,  and  was  the  first  real  settler  in  Marshall. 
1  remember  a  story  that  Mrs.  Twist  of  Union  City  tells,  that  speaks  of 
early  days.  She  said  she  had  heard  many  different  kinds  of  bells,  and 
her  heart  had  been  deeply  att'ected  thereby;  but  there  was  no  music  so 
sweet  in  her  recollection  as  the  old-time  cow-bell  returning  at  dark,  when 
there  was  little  else  but  the  milk  from  the  cow  to  allay  the  hunger  of 
husband  and  children. 

Changes  have  been  most  remarkable.  When  I  was  a  boy,  nine  yards 
of  calico  sutliced  for  my  mother's  dress;  now  it  takes  twenty-three  yards 
to  make  a  common  dress.  In  those  days  we  had  neither  beggar  nor 
banker. 

After  alluding  to  the  many  blessings  that  have  come  to  us  through 
the  works  of  the  pioneers  of  the  State,  he  closed  his  remarks  in  these 
words: 

Let  us  tluink  (Jod  for  all  this,  and  for  the  wivc^s  who  were  always 
our  faithful  an<l  aide  heli>ers.  Not  <mly  this, — they  have  been  true  in 
setting  up  the  Sabbath  school,  and  given  to  all  the  benetit  of  a  (Christian 
education.  May  these  schools  and  institutions  stand  ft»rever,  a  monu- 
ment to  the  labors  of  the  pioneer. 

A  |.;iper  was  then  re;id  from  Mrs.  K.  P..  Ketclmni.  as  follows: 

To  Mv  Pio.NiCKU  FuiKNDs: — Forty-four  years  ago.  October  ISih,  I  left 
my  father's  house  in  company  with  my  husband,  two  children,  and 
Sister  Susan  Ketchum  (who  is  now  in  the  State  Retreat  at  Detroit i, 
f(M-  my  future  home  in  the  west.  We  were  ten  days  coming  from  Detroit 
in  a  lumber  wagon,  the  Indian  trail  being  our  only  guide  .\l  the  Saiid- 
ston<*  creek  Mr.  Ketchum  carried  us  across  on  his  back.  On  the  evening 
of  Xovendier  li,  is:{l.  we  arrived  in  this  now  beautiful  city  (»f  .Marsli;ill. 
then  a  howling  wilderness.  Wcdves  and  bears  weic  our  nightly  visitors. 
I  have  driven  wolves  from  my  hen-coo|)s  in  the  night  to  save  my  chickens. 
This  is  what  rendered  the  "historic  oak"  so  famous,  being  a  "w;itch 
tower"  in  which  sat  Lyman  Fish,  rHle  in  luind,  to  kill  the  offenders. 

Our  first  grist  was  ground  in  Dj'xter,  it  being  carried  there  by  an  ox- 
team,  and  being  so  long  (»n  the  road  the  grist  was  nearly  consumed 
by  the  oxen.  These  were  the  times  that  trie«l  men's  souls,  and  women's, 
too.  For  thirty-seven  ye;ii-s  I  w;ilkcd  the  streets  of  M;irshiill.  holding 
friendly  intercotirse  with  friends  :nid  neighbors,  and  conbl  reljite  m;iny 
interesting  inci<lenls  would  lime  jterinit. 

For  the  |)ast  seven  years  my  lionn-  li;is  Ikch   in   Mil\\;iiikrc.   with  my 
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youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Rundle.  No  doubt  there  are  some  present 
who  would  be  interested  'to  know  of  the  whereabouts  of  \aj  children. 
Frank  is  in  San  Francisco^  Frederick  in  New  Orleans,  Willie*  in  Chicago, 
Mrs.  Whiting  in  this  city,  and  now  I  am  permitted  by  a  kind  Providence 
to  stand  among  you  today  on  this  most  opportune  occasion,  while  on 
a  visit  to  my  old  home,  taking  you  kindly  by  the  hand^  giving  a  farewell 
greeting,  an  event  for  which  I  am  most  thankful. 

Interesting  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Levi  Bishop  of  Detroit,  Mr. 
Long-year  of  Lansing,  Mr.  Heudryx  of  Decatur,  and  Mr.  Little  of  Kala- 
mazoo. Mr.  F.  A.  Kingsbury  said  we  ought  to  be  thankful  for  the  Toledo 
war,  which  gave  us  the  rich  mineral  regions  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

Calhoun  county  gave  the  State  its  first  member  of  Congress,  I.  E. 
Crary;  the  first  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  J.  D.  Pierce;  and 
one  of  the  first  Commissioners  of  Internal  Improvement  in  our  President 
today. 

Judge  Graves  of  Battle  Creek  said  he  felt  like  taking  off  his  hat  to 
the  pioneers  of  40  or  50  years  ago,  who  erected  and  lived  in  the  old  log 
cabins  of  Michigan.  *  *  *  Here  on  my  right  is  my  friend  Bishop, 
who  is  entitled  to  yery  great  credit  in  aiding  to  Establish  our  common 
school  system.  *  *  *  What  a  vast  drama  has  been  enacted  withiji 
the  last  fifty  years  on  the  continent  of  America.  The  ocean  has  been 
bridged,  a  continent  spanned  by  railroads,  the  telegraph  has  annihilated 
space,  and  the  sun  has  been  made  a  picture-taker  in  the  interest  of 
science.  But  what  of  Michigan?  *  *  To  3'ou,  fathers  and  mothers, — 
pioneers  of  Michigan, — are  we  indebted  for  all  we  have,  for  you  have 
laid  down  deep  and  strong  the  foundation  of  a  vast  republic. 

Col.  S.  H.  Preston  recalled  the  labors  of  J.  D.  Pierce  and  Isaac  E. 
Crary,  called  them  path-finders  in  their  special  field,  as  much  as  Morse 
and  others  who  have  made  important  discoveries  and  inventions. 

Deacon  Huydenburg  related  some  of  his  experience  as  a  missionary 
teaching  the  Indians  at  Mackinac  three  vears,  from  Nov.,  1824,  to  Nov., 
1827. 

Mr.  McCall  then  related  a  reminiscence. 

In  reply  to  a  suggestion.  Dr.  Comstock  requested  those  present  to  join 
in  singing  Old  Hundred,  after  which  the  meeting  adjourned. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  2,  1876. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  on  Wednesday,  the  2d 
of  February,  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  President,  Dr.  O.  C.  Comstock,  in 
the  chair. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Calvin  Clark. 

The  Recording  Secretary  read  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  society 
during  the  previous  year,  which  was  approved. 

The  President  then  read  his  address. 

The  Treasurer  and  Corresponding  Secretary  read  their  annual  reports, 
which  were  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  on  the  motion  of  Amos  D. 
Allen,  in  regard  to  amending  the  constitution,  was  read  by  the  Secretary, 
and^  on  motion,  was  again  laid  over  for  one  year. 

On  motion,  the  President  appointed  the  following  committee  of  five 
to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  consisting  of  Wm.  Cross, 
H.  A.  Shaw^  B.  O.  Williams,  J.  Shearer,  and  Judge  Albert  Miller. 

O.  M.  Barnes  read  a  letter  received  by  the  President  from  Col.  A.  T. 
McReynolds,  regretting  that  he  could  not  be  present  at  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Besley  related  a  bear  story  or  incident  that  occurred  28  years  ago, 
and  presented  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  account;  also  a  picture  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  H.  A.  Smith,  who  had  the  fight  with  the  bear. 

The  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  nomination  of  officers  was 
presented  and  adopted. 

Mr.  O.  M.  Barnes  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  historians  be  elected  by  the  society  for  the 
ensuing  year,  whose  duties  shall  be  to  make  such  collections  of  historical  facts  in 
regard  to  Michigan  as  they  may  be  able,  and  to  arrange  the  materials  collected  by 
the  society  for  publication,  and  that  they  shall  publish  one  volume  of  collections 
in  season  to  lay  before  the  next  Legislature.  * 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Barnes  such  a  committee  was  appointed. 
The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  historians  be  empowered  to  appoint  as  many  auxiliary  mem- 
bers throughout  the  State  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  a  Secretarj^  from  their 
own  number,  to  whom  they  may  allow  such  compensation  as  may  be  proper  and 
within  the  means  of  the  society. 

A  motion  was  made  that  one  Vice  President  from  each  county  be 
elected  by  the  society,  which  was  carried. 

On  motion,  the  President  and  Vice  Presidents  were  appointed  a  memor- 
ial committee  on  the  deaths  of  members. 

The  President  appointed  O.  M.  Barnes,  E.  Longyear,  and  Harriet  A. 
Tenney  a  committee  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  see  to  procuring  a  suitable 
room  for  the  society  in  the  new^  capitol. 
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On  iiiotioii.  tlit'  l'i«'sidcnt  was  rcqiH'stcd  to  appoint  a  .snitable  coniinittee 
to  aitcnd  tin*  crnlcnnial  at  IMiiladt'lpliia.  A  rt'solution  was  passtni  that 
siifh  d»'l«'j,Mtfs  sljould  make  no  rxprnst'  to  the  so«i«'ty. 

Mr*  Edwin  Jeiomo  of  Detroit  then  read  a  brief  family  history.  By 
his  reipiest  the  Secretary  read  a  poem,  written  for  the  occasion  of  the 
family  jjatherinj;  at  Sajjinaw  on  th«*  sixty-fonrth  birthday  of  Mr.  Jerome. 

The  society  adjourned  at  Ti.'M)  o\  lock  to  meet  aj^niu  iit  7  in  the  evening, 
at  which  lime  the  soricty  was  a<,Min  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Mr.  I>.  A.  W'inslow  of  Hcrrien  ct»nnty  then  read  a  paper,  entitled  "The 
Early  History  of  lierrien  < bounty. "  He  also  stated  that  although  he  was 
not  a  very  early  pioneer  of  the  State,  he  came  soon  enough  to  get  a 
few  bites  fi'om  the  "wildcats." 

-Mr.  11.  A.  Shaw  read  a  paper  on  the  "Michigan  Ship  Canal."  Mr. 
(.'hailes  Dickey  read  one  on  the  "P]arly  History  of  Calhoun  County."  Mr. 
F.  A.  Dewey  of  Lenawee  read  a  brief  history  of  the  settlement  of  that 
county  in  and  about  Tecumseh. 

Ml".  Erastus  Ingcrsoll  of  Delta  read  a  paj»er  on  the  "Early  Settlement 
of  Delta."  written  by  his  wife;  also  sang  a  song,  composed  by  her  for 
a  Fourth-of-.Iuly  celebration  on  the  island  in  1}^47,  over  the  location  of 
the  capitol  at  Lansing. 

Mr.  J.  E.  liigelow  of  Jackson,  S'i  years  of  age,  read  a  paper.  "The 
IMone<'r  of  Michigan,"  or  how  Michigan  apjM'ared  to  him  when  he  came 
into  it  forty  years  ago. 

Mi-.  15.  ().  Williams  read  a  bi'ief  hisloiy  of  his  family,  and  exhibited 
an  Indian  war-dub  of  historical  interest,  whicli  he  intends  to  present  to 
the  society  at  some  futui-e  time. 

Five-minute  speeches  being  called  for,  Mr.  E^rastus  Hus.sey  of  liattle 
Creek  related  some  intei-esting  incidents  connected  with  his  eai'ly  life  in 
the  State. 

Jonathan  Shearer,  the  newly  elected  President .  being  called  on,  made 
a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  W'm.  H.  Ci-oss  of  St.  Joseph  s|)oke  of  his  as  the  oldest  county  in 
his  j)art  of  the  State,  and  jtresented  a  patent  of  the  lands  now  a  portion 
of  the  city  of  Coldwater. 

-Ml'.  .\.  Hariison  repeated  a  |»oem.  "Our  Mothers  Seventy  Years  Ago;" 
also  anothj'r,  entitled  "The  Othei'  Side,  ov  Sixty  Years  .\<:t*  and  \ow." 
The  poems  wei'e  his  own  cnniposit ion.  in  view  of  the  changes  since  his 
brtvlxtod  days. 

The  society  adjourned  at   11  o'clock,  with  the  singing  <»f  the  Doxology. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  both  members  and  spectatois,  the 
meeting  being  the  most  interesting  one  held  since  the  organi/.at ion  <tf  the 
society. 

KKPOKT  ol'  THF   HECOIHUXC   SK('IJET.\in'   OF  THK    I'loXKKH 
SOCIKTY  OF  TIIF.  STATK  OF  MICIIIOAN. 

I.inisiiii/,  iWtruurji  ,.'.  IHICk 

In  |»ursuance  of  the  i  e(|iiirenients  of  .\rlicle  7  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  "i'ioneer  Society  of  i In  State  of  Michigan."  I  have  the  honoi-  to 
transmit  in  writing  my  >ec(uid  annual  r«'port.  as  follows: 

The  society  met  on  the  afteinoon  of  l'\'bruary  ;?d.  ls7.~i.  in  the  supreiue 
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court  room  at  Lansingv,  and  was  called  to  order  at  2  o'clock  by  its  Presi- 
dent, Albert  Miller. 

The  roll  was  called  by  counties,  and  the  following  named  delegates 
responded : 

Barry  county — H.  P.  Cherry. 

Bay  county — Albert  Miller. 

Calhoun  county — John  Houston_,  Wm.  Cook,  O.  C.  Comstock,  D.  H. 
Murray. 

Clinton  county — Wm.  Besley,  N.  I.  Daniels,  Mrs.  John  Parks. 

Kalamazoo  county — Amos  D.  Allen,  Wm.  Bair,  Henry  Bishop. 

Ingham  count}- — E.  Long^-^ar,  O.  M.  Barnes,  Harriet  A.  Tenney,  Smith 
Tooker,  H.  A.  Hawley,  Enos  Xorthrup,  W.  S.  Calkins,  Warren  Hopkins. 

Lenawee  county — F.  A.  Dewey. 

Saginaw  count.y — Charles  L.  Lull,  C.  D.  Little. 

St.  Joseph  county — Wm.  H.  Cross. 

Shiawassee  county — B.  O.  Williams. 

Washtenaw  county — Caleb  A.  Lamb,  John  D.  Pierce,  G.  Sutton,  C.  A. 
Chapin,  J.  D.  Care}-,  A.  K.  Clark. 

Wayne  county — Levi  Bishop,  J.  C.  Holmes,  Jonathan  Shearer,  Wm. 
Adair,  John  Greusel,  P^ter  Kline. 

The  follow-ing  named  otticers  of  the  society  were  present: 

Albert  Miller,  President.  , 

O.  C.  Comstock  and  H.  S.  Goodyear,  Vice  Presidents. 

Albert  Miller  and  Levi  Bishop  of  the  Executive  Board. 

E.  Longyear,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

H.  A.  Tenney,  Recording  Secretary. 

The  President,  Hon.  Albert  Miller,  then  read  his  address.  On  motion 
of  Levi  Bishop  the  address  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on 
file.  The  thanks  of  the  society  were  tendered  to  Judge  Miller  for  the 
earnest  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office  during  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  societ3^ 

The  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  H,  A.  Tenney,  was  read,  ac- 
cepted, and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
her. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  society,  Hon.  A.  X.  Hart,  having  died,  the  duties 
of  that  office  w-ere  assumed  by  the  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  acting  Treasurer  then  made  a  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  treasury. 

On  motion  of  Levi  Bishop  a  committee  of  two,  consisting  of  J.  C. 
Holmes  and  H.  A.  Dewey,  were  appointed  by  the  President  to  examine 
the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  acting  Treasurer. 

The  committee,  after  due  examination,  reported  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  correct,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  E.  Longyear  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  E.  B. 
Smith  &  Co.  and  to  Levi  Bishop,  for  the  tw-o  elegant  and  substantial 
books  of  record  presented  by  them  to  the  society. 

Hon  Albert  Miller  presented  to  the  society  the  machinery  of  the  first 
saw  mill  in  the  Saginaw  Valley,  in  the  person  of  Charles  L.  Lull,  which 
was  duly  accepted. 

Hon.  John  D.  Pierce  said  he  had  a  cane  presented  to  him  that  was 
made  out  of  a  log  of  the  first  school-house  built  in  Washtenaw  county, 
sixty  years  ago. 

Mr.  E.  Longyear  presented  a  request  from  Mr.  Henry  Little  of  Kala- 
mazoo, asking  '^that  the  requirements  of  the  annual  tax  be  abolished 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  that  the  society  should  depend 
entirely  upon  new  members  and  voluntary  contributions  for  replenishing 
its  treasurv." 
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On  motion,  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  were  requested 
to  take  into  consideration  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Little,  and  report  to 
the  society  the  result  of  their  deliberation. 

The  Committee  reported  as  follows: 

The  Executive  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  Henry 
Little,  rolatinc  to  the  payment  of  annual  dues,  respectfully  report  that,  in  their 
opinion,  it  is  not  expedient,  to  make  a  remission  of  tlie  annual  dues  of  one  dollar 
from  each  member,  even  were  it  proper  to  do  so,  under  tlie  by-laws  of  the  society. 
Your  committee  would  furtlier  report  as  their  opinion,  that  the  practical  operation 
of  the  rule  requiring.'  the  payment  of  annual  dues,  will  l)e  that  when  a  member  omits 
to  pav  them  he  ceases  to  be  an  active  member  of  the  society, 

(Signed)  ALBERT  MILLER, 

LEVI   BISHOP. 

The  report  of  the  coniniittee  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Amos  D.  Allen  submitted  the  following:  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  by  laws,  .so  that    they  will  read  as  loUow.s,  to  wit: 

Amendments  of  constitution.  Art  5  (to  strike  out  the  word  ''annual"). 
The  subscrii>tion  of  members  shall  not  be  less  than  one  nor  more  than 
three  dollars,  as  may  be  required  by  the  by-laws. 

Amendment  of  the  by-laws;  Sec.  9  (strike  out  the  word  "annual'').  Each 
member  <d'  this  s(H-iety  shall  i>ay  to  tlie  TrcasnriM-  a  subscription  of  one 
dollar  • 

Tilt'  proposed  amendments  were  placed  on  file,  in  accordance  with  Art. 
9  of  the  constitution. 

The  society,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Mrs.  Parks  of  Clinton  county  then  read  a  paper,  entitled  "Early  Settle- 
ments of  Clinton  county." 

Mr.  B.  ().  Williams  of  Owosso  gave  an  interesting  and  thrilling  narra- 
tive of  his  agency  in  piloting  a  colony  of  sixty-three  persons  from  Shia- 
wassee river  to  Ionia  cotinty,  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Levi  Bishop  of  Detroit  introduced  three  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted  unanimously: 

First,  Tliat  tlie  Legislature  be  asked  to  appropriate  $500  annually  for  the  current 
expenses  of   the  society^ 

f<ecou(l.  That  the  society  ask  for  rooms  in  the  new  capitol. 

Third,  That  the  Legislature  l)e  asked  to  pass  a  law  autliorizing  the  appointment 
of  a  State  Historiographer. 

Jlon.  .John  I).  Pierce  then  ga\e  an  acconnl  of  the  clKtiera  which  raged 
in  Michigan  in  18.'J2,  and  of  the  hard  times  that  existed  in  Calhoun  county 
in  early  days.  He  stated  that  he  held  the  first  religious  meetings  that 
were  held  in  Calhoun.  Jackson,  ami  Eaton  counties,  and  attended  the 
first  fun<'ral  and  solemni/.ed  the  first  wedding  in  westei-n  .Michigan. 

Mr.  B.  ().  Williams  made  some  remarks  on  ilie  laboi-s  of  "Father  Pierce" 
in  eaily  limes.  He  also  staled  that  his  own  fatliei-  setlh'd  in  Detroit 
in  isds,  and  that  in  September.  ISl."),  ho  sent  his  wife  '^\7)  to  Concord. 
Mass.,  to  aid  in  moving  herself  and  family  to  Detroit,  lie  (B.  O.  W.)  being 
the  y<»ung<'st  child.  He  also  related  a  scene  that  occurred  in  a  school  in 
Detroit  in  ISin.  The  teacher  was  a  ^Ir.  (JofT,  who  was  a  mis«M'able  ped- 
agogne.  He  used  t(»  drink  whisky  in  school.  Mrs.  (lotf  was  a  hidi/.  and  a 
very  nice  teacher.  Mr.  (JolT  was  accustomed  to  punish  the  pu]»ils  with 
a  r(»|>e.  having  a  knot  lied  in  the  eml  <»f  it.  He  used  to  rope  in  the 
ur<hins  when  he  was  .so  intoxicated  he  was  obliged  to  hold  himself  up 
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by  a  chair.     His  harsh  treatment  caused  a  rebellion  in  the  school. 

Father  Pierce  rejoiced  that  such  a  barbarous  system  is  no  longer  tol- 
erated. 

The  society  adjourned  at  5  P.  M.  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  in 
Kepresentative  Hall. 

Met  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  by  Eev.  Mr.  Lamb. 

Mr.  O.  C.  Comsto'ck  read  a  paper  on  the  internal  improvements  of 
Michigan,  likewise  extracts  from  newspapers  published  in  1838^  contain- 
ing the  ideas  of  Oshea  Wilder  in  regard  to  building  a  railroad  in  Michi- 
gan. 

The  society  adjourned  at  10  o'clock,  after  singing  the  Doxology  and 
pronouncing  the  benediction,  the  latter  by  'Tather  Pierce." 

The  old  pioneers  then  resolved  themselves  into  a  social  assem'bly,  with 
Hon.  Levi  Bishop  in  the  chair.  Mr.  A.  Harrison  repeated  a  poem,  and' 
many  amusing  tales  were  told  of  early  times  in  Michigan  by  various  per- 
sons, Peter  White,  J.  C.  Holmes,  Wm  Besley,  C.  A.  Chapin,  0.  C.  Corn- 
stock,  Albert  Miller,  S.  S.  Walker,  Mr.  Greusel,  and  others  contributing 
of  their  several  stores  for  the  amusement  and  enjoyment  of  the  occasion. 

SOCIAL.   REUNION. 

The  State  Pioneer  Society  held  its  second  social  reunion  at  Marshall  on 
the  18th  day  of  August,  1875,  upon  invitation  of  the  Calhoun  County 
Pioneer  Society.  Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  there 
was  a  large  attendance  present.  O.  C.  Comstock  presided,  and  Rev.  Cal- 
vin Clark  offered  the  introductory  prayer.  Among  the  speakers  were 
Hon.  B.  F.  Graves  and  Erastus  Hussey  of  Battle  Creek,  E.  Longyear  of 
Lansing,  Levi  Bishop  of  Detroit,  Jonathan  Shearer  of  Plymouth,  H.  G. 
Wells  of  Kalamazoo,  Dr.  I.  P.  Alger  of  Coldwater,  Mr.  Haydenburg  of 
Kalamazoo^  J.  E.  Hendryx  of  Van  Buren  coTmty,  F.  A.  Kingsbury,  Wm. 
R.  McCall,  and  S.  H.  Preston  of  Marshall.  It  is  estimated  that  a  thous- 
and people  were  present  at  this  meeting. 

These  social  reunions  are  a  marked  and  pleasing  feature  of  our  society, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  they  may  be 
nobly  and  fully  encouraged  and  sustained.  Would  it  not  be  feasible  and 
practicable  for  the  society  to  hold  Its  next  social  reunion  in  Michigan's 
centennial  building  in  Philadelphia? 

MEMBERSHIP. 

i 
A  copy  of  the  report  made  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  notice 
of  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Allen  in  regard  to  terms  of  Member- 
ship, at  our  last  annual  meeting,  was  sent  to  Mr.  Little  of  Kalamazoo. 
On  the  16th  of  February  was  received  from  him  a  list  of  fifty-five  names 
of  new  members  to  be  placed  on  the  record  book.  Accompanying  the 
list  was  a  check  for  |14.00  for  the  annual  dues  of  thirty-nine  new  members 
and  two  members  of  the  first  year,  the  remaining  ones  being  exempt  from 
paying  by  a  provision  of  the  constitution. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  our  existence  as  a  society,  138  names  of 
persons  were  enrolled.  Since  that  date  160  names  have  been  added, 
making  at  the  present  time  a  membership  of  201  persons,  four  of  those 
names  having  been  transferred  to  the  obituary  list.  Of  these  members, 
17  are  women.     There  are  37  members  over  70  years  of  age,  Asa  Fitch  of 
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Kalamazoo  beinp:  the  eldest.  He  was  born  in  Salem,  N.  Y.,  in  1788.  One 
of  our  members,  John  Todd  of  Owosso,  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in 
Miehijian,  he  havinj;  moved  to  I'ontiae  A])ril  30,  1819. 

OBITUARY. 

Sinee  our  last  annual  mtn'tinj;  the  followinjjj  nanuMl  members  have 
passed  to  that  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,  and  the  date  of  their 
demist'  has  been  entered  in  the  record  book  (>]»jH»site  their  names. 

Shernmn  Hawley  died  in  Kalamazoo  May  IS,  IST"),  ajred  55  years.  3 
months,  and  S  days. 

Irene  S.  Kello^^fj  died  in  Kalamazoo  March  31,  1875,  aj,'ed  Tl  years  and 
11  months. 

Alfred  Thomas  died  in  Kalamazoo  Sept..  1875,  ajred  04  years  and  8 
•  months. 

COUNTY    SOCIETIES. 

I  regrret  that  I  have  not  received  any  oflficial  rejiort  of  the  lejjal  orgraniza- 
tion  of  any  county  society  created  under  the  j)rovisions  of  section  7  of  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  of  State,  county,  or  municipal,  his-' 
torical.  biojiraphical,  and  j;('olo^Mcal  societies.'' 

Theie  are  presented  at  Old  Settlers'  meetings,  and  at  the  meetings  of 
County  Pioneer  Societies,  valuable  papers,  copies  of  which  should  be 
obtained  at  the  earliest  j)racticabl('  jieriod  and  ])laced  in  the  archives  of 
the  State  Society. 

DONATIONS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  donations  that  have  been  received  by  this 
Society  and  placed  among  their  archives  during  the  past  oflficial  year: 
Ai.iuouT  ^fiLLKK.  liay  City: 

History  of  Hay  City.  Michigan.     r»ay  City.  1875. 

Copy  of  the  "Detroit  Tribune"  of  Ajtril  15,  18()5,  containing  an  account 

of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 

Ajij)ointment  of  Albert  Miller  to  be  postmaster  at  Portsmouth,  Sag- 
inaw Co.,  dated  Dec.  .3,  ls:;«;. 

Commission  to  Albert  Miller  by  (Jovernor  ^lason  as  I'robate  Judge  of 
Saginaw  county,  dated  Feb.  lli,  18.35. 

Copy  of  "Weekly  Tiibuue,"  Hay  City,  Feb.  L'8.  1874,  giving  an  a«-count 
of  the  first  annual  meeting  of  tlie  Saginaw  Valley  Pioneer  Society." 

Copy  of  the  **Saginawian,'"  June  27,  1874,  containing  an  account  of  tlie 
first  annual  gathering  of  the  State  IMoneer  Society. 
He.nuv  Littlk.  Kalamazoo: 

An  elegantly  Itound  mannsciipt  book,  being  "A  Ilistcu'y  of  the  Hlack 
Hawk  War  of  ls;{ii,"  written  by  Henry  Little;  third  revised  edition. 
Kalamazoo,  1875. 

Copy   of   the  "Kalamazoo   T«'legraph,"   Sept.    17.    ls7L   <<»Mtaiiiing   an 
article  on  ''Pioneer  History"  by  Henry  Little. 
CiiAULKs  A.  Chatin,  Ann  Arbor,  for  the  Washtenaw  Co.  Pioneer  Society: 

An  oak  mallet  made  from  a  jtiece  of  one  of  the  logs  of  the  first  school- 
house  in  the  coiiiity  of  Washtenaw,  built  in  I81i5.  in  llu-  town  of  I'll  Is 
field.     The  mallet  was  made  by  I.  F.  Almendingrr. 

A  badge  of  the  Waslilenaw  County  I'ioneer  Society,  worn  at  the  semi 
cenleiiiii;il  eelebiation  of  tlM'  4th  of  July,  1874.     The  lirst  celebration 
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was  held  in  1824,  with  only  twenty-eight  persons  present;  in  1874  it 

was  estimated  that  15.000  persons  were  present. 
One  sheet  unsigned  bills  on  the  ''Michigan  Safety  Fund"  Exchange 

Bank,  Ann  Arbor,  a  one,  a  three,  and  a  flve-dollar  bill. 
Four  bills  of  "The  Bank  of  Washtenaw,''  consisting  of  a  one,  two,  three, 

and  five-dollar  bill., 
One  copy  of  the  "Michigan  Whig/'  dated  Jan.  1,  1834,  Ann  Arbor. 
One  copy  of  the  "Michigan  Emigrant,'"  dated  August  28,  1834. 
Circular  of  the  Washtenaw  County  Pioneer  Society  for  1874-5. 
Levi  Bishop,  Detroit: 

One  copy  Detroit  "Free  Press,"  March  20,  1875,  containing  "Interest- 
ing Reminiscences  of  Rodney  C.  Paine." 
One  copy  of' the  "Daily  Sun,''  Feb.  3,  1875,  containing  notice  of  "State 

Pioneer  Society." 
Manuscript  recollections  of  the  "Old  Capitol,"  the  legislatures  of  its 

time,  the  removal  of  the  Capital,  and  the  occupancy  of  the  old  build- 
ing in  Detroit  for  school  purposes. 
Hon.  John  D.  Pierce,  Ypsilanti: 

Manuscript,  "Origin  and  Progress  of  the  Michigan  School  System." 
Dr.  O.  C.  Comstock,  Marshall : 

Manuscript,  "Internal  Improvements  in  Michigan." 
Edwin  Jerome.  Detroit: 

Manuscript,  "The  Black  Hawk  War." 
A.  L.  BouRS,  Lansing: 

Silk  badges  of  the  Vice  President  and  Assistant  Secretary  corner-stone 

ceremonies  Michigan  State  Capitol,  Oct.  2, 1873. 
Invitation    and    ticket    to    corner-stone    ceremonies,    Michigan    State 

Capitol. 
Witter  J.  Baxter,  Jonesville: 

The  "Sidnev  Centennial  Jubilee,"  at  Sidnev  Plains,  Delaware  countv, 

N.  Y.,  June  13,  1872.     Ann  Arbor,  1875. 
S!  S.  Lacey,  Marshall: 
Copy  of  the  "Democratic  Expounder,"  Aug.  26, 1875,  containing  a  report 

of  the  social  reunion  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society  at  Marshall,  Aug. 

18,  1875.  *^ 

Rev.  Dr.  Pilcher,  Detroit: 

Manuscript,  "Life  and  Times  of  Rev.  Joseph  Hickox/'  Charles  Dickey, 

Calhoun  county. 
Manuscript  '  'Early  Settlement  of  Calhoun  county. ' ' 
Miscellaneous — One  copy  of  the  St.  Joseph  County  Republican,  Center- 

ville,  Feb.  20,  1875,  containing  notice  of  State  Pioneer  Society. 
Lansing  Republicans  for  Feb.  5,  9, 12, 16,  and  23, 1875. 
Legislative  Journal,  February  16,  1875. 

LEGISLATION. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  State  Pioneer  Society 
February  2,  1875,  the  recording  Secretary  presented  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Michigan 
copies  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions,  asking  the  Legislature  to  appoint 
a  Historiographer  and  to  make  an  appropriation  of  |500  per  year  for  the 
benefit  of  the  society. 

The  communications  and  resolutions  were  printed  in  the  journal  of  the 
House  February  16, 1875,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  State  affairs. 
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On  Feb.  18,  Hon.  S.  S.  Walker  introduced  House  bill  No.  200.  being  a 

bill  to  provide  for  an  annual  approitrialion  of  ^500  for  the  benefit  of  the 
State  Pioneer  Society;  rcfcri-cd  to  the  conniiittt'c  on  Stato  affairs.  On 
April  10  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  by  John  T.  Kith,  chairinan 
of  the  committee,  with  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass.  On  motion 
of  Hon.  S.  S.  Walker  the  bill  was  ordered  printed,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  placed  on  the  {general  order.  On  April  24  it  was 
])laced  on  the  order  of  third  readin<j;  on  the  27th  it  was  read  a  third  time 
and  not  passed — yeas  47.  nays  :{7,  not  a  majority  vote.  On  the  21)th  the 
bill  was  reconsidere*!  and  lost, — yeas  01,  nays  10.  On  the  same  day  it 
was  ajjain  reconsidered  by  motion  of  .Toseph  llollon;  this  time  it  was 
laid  on  the  table.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Little  it  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
passed, —  yeas  71,  nays  10.  It  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate,  put  on  its 
immediate  })assajr('.  and  i)assed  by  yeas  2M.  nays  4.  Approved  by  the 
Governor  May  .S,  3875. 

The  act  reipiires  that  the  sum  of  |1,000  aj)itropriated  shall  be  used  in 
collecting  and  preserving  any  materials  illustrative  of  the  history  of 
Michigan,  and  in  defraying  the  necessary  incidental  expenses  of  the 
society.  It  also  reauires  that  a  biennial  rept)rt  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governor. 

The  memorial  for  the  appointment  of  a  State  Tlistoriograjther  died  in' 
the  hands  of  the  committee  on  State  affairs. 

ROOMS  FOR  THE  STATE  PIONEER  SOCIETY. 

A  copy  of  the  preamble  and  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  society,  asking  f(U'  rooms  in  the  new  capitol  building,  was 
I)resented  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  State  liuilding  Commissioners 
and  by  him  laid  before  the  I'oard  February  2.'i.  lS7rt. 

The  Building  Commissioners  did  not  consider  that  they  had  any  powi'r 
or  authority  to  assign  rooms  to  any  society;  that  wben  the  capitol  shall 
be  completed  it  will  pass  from  their  control  into  that  of  the  Board  of 
State  Auditors,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  assign  rooms  to  the  i)roi)er 
f>fTicers. 

I  have  recently  examined  the  plans  of  the  new  capital  building,  and  find 
that  there  are  several  jtleasant  r<M)ms  that  liave  not  Ihmmj  designated  or 
assigned  for  any  purj)0.se,  besides  the  rooms  in  the  basement,  which  are 
light  and  airy,  and  will  also  be  as  dry  and  pleasant  as  any  rooms  in  the 
building.  An  effort  should  Im?  made  at  an  early  day  to  secun^  some  of 
these  rooms  for  the  use  of  this  society. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  this  rej»ort,  your  Secretary  begs  leave  to  say  that  our  society 
has  made  commendabh'  jti-ogress  during  the  i>asi  year.  It  has  secured 
some  d<'sii'ed  legislation,  a  fair  inci-ease  of  members,  a  small  but  valu- 
able modicum  of  donations.  It  is  earnestly  dcsii-i^l  that  during  this 
centennial  ytav  of  the  nation  our  society  may  not  weary  in  well  doing, 
but  may  redouble  its  <'fforts  in  procuring  a  long  list  of  new  memlMMs  and 
l)lacing  in  its  ar<"hives  fragments  of  the  early  history  of  our  reiiinsular 
State. 

II  Ah'KlKT  A.  TK.NNKV, 

JiVrordiny  Sccirturi/. 


ANNUAL  MEETING   OP   1876.  65 


EEPORT  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  endeavored,  during  the  past  year,  to 
give  due  attention  to  the  arduous  duties  and  privileges  of  his  office, 
among  whicli  was  attending  the  annual  social  meeting  held  at  Marshall, 
and  partaking  of  the  boundless  hospitality  of  the  worthy  people  of  that 
place,  both  at  the  Dublic  entertainment  and  the  private  board.  Some  of 
the  old  and  hardy  pioneers  were  there, — men  and  women  who  helped  to 
build  the  State  from  its  foundation  stones, — who  spoke  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  past,  and  enjoyed  the  summer  made 
glorious  by  the  sun  of  our  prosperity.  They  said  no  brass  band  welcomed 
them  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  but  a  forest  and  a  log  cabin  was  their 
reception;  but  none  seemed  sorry,  but  proud  that  they  came.  They 
said  the  deeds  and  history  of  some  of  the  great  men  of  the  country  were 
written  and  preserved.  But,  they  proudly  asked,  where  would  that  history 
and  that  country  be  except  the  way  were  opened  up  by  the  humble  but 
bold  and  conquerincr  Dioneer?  Let  the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State 
rescue  from  oblivion  their  worth}-  record  and  preserve  it. 

The  usual  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  was  sent  to  each  member, 
adding  thereto,  in  this  our  100th  year,  that  arrangements  would  be  made 
for  representation  at  the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia.  I  would  suggest 
that  this  meeting  appoint,  of  such  members  as  will  attend,  a  delegation  to 
represent  this  society;  or,  as  it  may  be  difficult  now  to  ascertain  who  will 
go,  that  the  President  or  some  officer  of  the  society  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point delegates.  Also,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
present  a  suitable  paper  showing  that  our  society  has  given  due  atten- 
tion to  the  objects  for  which  it  was  organized. 

In  order  to  make  our  society  successful  as  far  as  its  historical  feature  is 
concerned,  it  is  especially  necessary  that  the  work  should  be  divided  up 
and  given  to  proper  committees,  so  that  each  can  receive  due  attention. 
The  Executive  Committee  now  have  the  general  affairs  of  the  society  in 
charge,  but  it  is  too  much  to  ask  or  expect  of  them  to  attend  to  all  the 
particular  objects. 

The  correspondence  through  this  office  for  the  past  year  has  appeared 
to  be  satisfactory,  and  has  shown  considerable  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  society,  rather,  I  think,  increasing.  I  can  safely  report  matters  con- 
nected with  this  department  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Several  letters  of  encouragement  have  been  received;  also  letters  of 
regret  at  not  being  able  to  attend  this  meeting,  among  which  are  the 
names  of  W.  J.  Baxter  and  E.  Lakin  Brown. 

EPHRAIM  LONGYEAR. 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

February  2,  1876. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
FEBRUAin'  1.  1876. 

RECEIPTS. 

Money  received  from  ni.v  jiiedi^cessor $G9  00 

Received  dui-iiifr  the  vein-  froiii  luciubcrs 10(1  00 

Received  from   the  State  Treasurer  half  of  the  appropriation 

made  by  Act  20!),  Laws  of  1S75,  for  the  year  1S75 250  00 

Received  for  interest  on  bank  account 11  70 

Amomir  of  receijMs $430  70 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  out  on  the  order  of  the  President.  Aug  18,  187.") ^.')0  00 

Paid  for  printing,  stationery,  and  postage 15  .10 

Amount  disbursed   ^05  50 

Balance  on  hand $365  20 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  last  Legislature,  by  act  209,  appropriated 
"to  the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of  Micliignn  the  siiiii  of  tive  hundred 
dollars  for  each  of  the  years  1875  and  1S7().  to  be  exjtended  by  the  society 
in  collecting  and  embodying,  arranging  and  jjreserving.  in  authentic  form, 
a  library  of  books,  panijihlets,  maps,  charts,  manuscripts,  papers,  paint- 
ings, statuary,  and  other  materials  illustrative  of  the  history  of  Michi- 
gan, to  rescue  from  oblivion  the  memory  of  early  pioneers,  to  obtain  and 
preserve  narratives  of  their  exploits,  jierils,  and  hardy  adventures,  to 
secure  facts  and  stalements  relative  to  the  history,  genius,  progress,  and 
decay  of  our  Indian  tribes,  to  exhibit  faithfully  the  antiquities  and  the 
I»ast  and  jtresent  resources  of  Michigan."     See  Laws  of  1875,  page  2.'^s. 

In  pursuance  of  this  law,  this  aiJpropriation,  like  all  others  of  a  similar 
character,  can  only  be  drawn  as  fast  as  required  for  disbursement  by  the 
society.  As  has  been  stated  above,  only  |i250  of  this  aj)propriation  has 
been  drawn  by  the  society.  The  balance  of  the  appropi'iation,  ^750,  re- 
mains to  be  drawn  when  recpiired  for  the  ]»urposes  named  in  the  act.  This 
sum,  togethei-  with  the  money  now  in  the  treasury  of  the  society,  makes 
the  resonices  for  the  year  to  come  .^1.1 15.20  over  and  above  what  may  be 
received  dniing  that  period  foi-  meinbeisliijis. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  society  is  at  length  in  ]»os- 
session  of  means  to  justify  it  in  entering  upon  some  plan  for  carrying 
out  is  objects;  and  it  would  seem  proper  for  it  to  adoj)t  some  measures- 
and  mature  some  system  for  doing  this,  and  fulfilling  the  designs  of  the- 
Legislature  expressed  in  the  above  mentioned  act. 

Respect  full  V. 

O.  M.  IIAKNES,  Trahsurvr. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 
DR.  O.  C.  COMSTOCK  OF  MARSHALL,  FEBRUARY  2,  1870. 

Fellow  Pioneers:  Another  year  has  gone  by  since  we  last  met  in  this 
place.  But  few  of  the  number  who  were  with  us  at  our  second  annual 
meeting,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  have  exchanged  time  for  eternity.  In 
view  of  the  inevitable  infirmities  of  age,  this  prolongation  of  life  calls  for 
devout  thanksgiving,  for  many  of  our  number  are  traveling  on  already 
in  the  twilight  of  another  world.  Soon  the  last  pioneer  will  have  passed 
away.  Children  and  friends,  in  recounting  his  toils,  his  successes,  and 
his  virtues,  must  necessarily  speak  of  the  trials  and  privation  of  his 
frontier  life,  and  with  patriotic  and  ancestral  pride  tell  of  his  continued 
and  successful  efforts  in  the  cause  of  morality,  education,  and  good  gov- 
ernment. 

Fellow  pioneers,  we  make  no  boast  of  felling  the  forest  and  construct- 
ing highways,  although  these  are  no  mean  achievements;  but  we  are 
proud  of  the  institutions  of  learning,  of  benevolence  and  reform,  which 
we  have  conceived  and  carried  forward  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which 
challenges  the  admiration  of  sister  States  and  the  world. 

"I  hear  the  tread  of  pioneers 

Of  nations  yet  to  be, 
The  first  low   wasli  of  waves,  where  soon 

Shall  roll  a  hnman  sea. 
The  rudiments  of  empire  here; 

Are  plastic  yet  and  warm; 
The  chaos  of  a  mighty  world 

Is  rounding  into  form." 

With  commendable  pride  we  look  back  from  our  present  standpoint 
upon  tlie  scattered  fragments  of  home  and  country,  which,  within  the 
compass  of  50  years  have  been  so  symmetrically  adjusted  into  our  com- 
fortable homes  and  good  State  fabric.  In  coming  up  Detroit  river  in  the 
slow,  lumbering  craft  of  forty  years  ago,  no  wonder  that  the  descri]<- 
tion  given  in  Morse's  geography  should  occur  to  the  venturesome  emi- 
grant of  that  day,  to  wit:  that  it  was  a  land  of  swamps  and  sand  knobs, 
chiefly  the  former.  A  short  ride  into  the  interior,  however,  dissipates 
this  erroneous  idea.  The  oak  openings,  the  spreading  prairies,  and  the 
beautiful  flowers  burst  upon  his  ravished  vision.  He  has  entered  a  new 
world,  and  upon  a  new  experience.  Presto!  His  life  purpose  is  formed, 
and  he  communicates  to  friends,  perhaps  to  the  girl  he  left  behind  him. 
the  beauty,  fertility,  and  promise  of  this  Eldorado.  Have  these  spon- 
taneous conceptions  been  a  cheat  to  him?  What  has  been  iaccomplishe<i 
in  the  short  space  of  forty  years?  All  we  have  and  are,  and  all  that 
posterity  will  receive  at  our  hands,  is  the  fruit  of  the  mental  and  phys- 
ical labors  of  our  rapidly  diminishing  numbers.  To  gather  up  witli 
historic  accuracy  the  events  and  achievements  of  the  past  is  the  high 
emprise  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society. 

Now  the  living  witnesses  of  the  incipient  and  onward  actors  in  this 
grand  drama  are  among  us,  and  have  treasured  up  in  their  own  breasts 
this  invaluable  history.  Verily,  they  are  earthen  vessels.  When  these 
are  gone  all  staple  history  is  lost.  The  uncertainty  of  tradition  will  write 
up  the  history  of  Michigan,  for  written  it  will  be  in  the  general  history  of 
the  country.     From  romance  and  legends,  good  Lord  deliver  us!     We 
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have  already  entered  on  the  centennial  year, — the  centenary  of  the  inven- 
tive and  applied  jjcnins  of  the  Yankee  nation, — and  Mi(hi<;an  should 
have  a  conspicuous  place  at  the  <jjrand  «];atlu'rinu:  at  IMiihulclphia.  Not 
because  she  is  a  sovereign  State,  but  because  she  is.  i»ar  excellence,  the 
home  of  the  arts  and  sciences;  because  of  the  humane  jirovision  she  has 
made  for  the  insane,  for  the  blind,  for  the  orphan,  for  the  poor;  because 
she  has  jirovided  without  stint  for  the  refoi'mation  of  the  vicious  of 
both  sexes  and  all  a}j;es;  because  her  legal  enactuK'nts  and  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  have  for  their  only  object  the  maintenance  of  good  order, 
the  security  of  all  the  rights  of  person  and  jtropiTty,  and  the  positive 
and  universal  equality  of  our  citizens  befctre  the  law;  because  her  min 
isters  of  religion  are  guiding  both  the  old  and  young  all  through  this  land 
into  the  paths  of  virtue  and  obedience,  and  imploring  them,  with  more 
than  human  zeal  and  eloquence,  to  walk  therein. 

Next  comes  the  grosser  elements  of  our  greatness, — our  minerals,  fish- 
eries, saline  and  medicinal  sjuings,  our  inexhaustible  beds  of  plaster, 
our  unsurpassed  forests,  our  agricultural  icsources.  the  great  variety  of 
luscious  fruits,  both  indigenous  and  acclimated;  in  short,  a  land  (lowing 
with  milk  and  honey.  All  thesc^  things  have  their  history.  Human  agen- 
cies have  necessarily  been  emi>loyed  in  their  development  and  elabora 
tion.  Shall  these  men  die?  Shall  they  go  into  the  grave,  where  all ' 
things  aie  forgotten?  Coupled  with  their  deeds  they  will  be  immortal: 
divest  them  of  these  and  they  have  no  incentive  to  immortality.  When 
a  new  constellation  or  a  new  star  is  discovei-ed.  the  exact  minute  is 
fixed  and  established  forever,  and  the  fortunate  star-gazer  is  knighted 
in  Europe  and  lionized  in  this  country. — and  all  this  is  well. 

The  granite  monument  raised  at  Detroit  as  a  memorial  of  oui-  gallant 
soldiers  will  ultimately  succumb  to  the  tooth  of  time;  not  so  with  their 
heroic  achievements. 

All  coming  generations  receiving  theii-  ]»rimai-y  education  in  our  com- 
mon schools,  and  passing  through  our  higher  inst itiitions  of  learning,  will 
hold  in  ever-grateful  remembrance  .lolin  1).  Pieice.  the  father  of  our 
system  of  education,  even  though  no  monunienlal  marble  be  raised  to 
his  memory. 

The  counties  of  Wayne,  \\'ashlena\v.(  "allionn.  llranch,  IW'rrien.and  Kal- 
amazoo are  being  pretty  thoroughly  explored  in  view  of  writing  up  their 
early  history.  In  connection  therewith  a  siiccinct  personal  biograi)hy  of 
manv  of  their  pioneers  will  constitute  a  mark(>d  feature.  This  may  be  in 
pr-ogi-ess  in  other  portions  of  the  State;  if  so.  it  has  not  come  to  the  knowl- 
e<lge  of  the  State  I'ione<'r  Society.  No  etVort  should  be  deemed  onerous 
and  no  time  should  be  wasted  in  jM'rfecting  this  work,  and  I  trust  this 
meeting  will  not  adjourn  until  one  (U*  more  historians  have  been  ap 
j)ointed,  who  will  enter  at  once,  and  with  determined  zeal,  upon  the 
duties  of  their  ai)pointment.  The  county  organizaticuis  should  cheer 
fully  cojiperat*'  with  the  State  Society  in  hunting  up  historic  incidents 
and  in  developing  the  resources  of  their  res|>ective  localili»'s;  these,  when 
collated,  to  be  subjected  to  the  close  scrutiny  of  an  intelligent  com- 
mittee, and  jmblished  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Tioneer  Society 
for  general  distribution  and  correction.  .\  good  beginning  will  then 
have  l)een  made  toward  perfecting  a  trnlhfnl  and  rxlianslive  hislory  of 
this  State. 

More  frcipicnl  meeting  of  the  Exe'iilive  ('omniiticc  are  desirable,  and 
if  they  wci-e  held  in  dilTereiil  sections  of  the  Stale,  grealei-  go<Ml  would 
be  accomplished.  A  delegal ion  from  this  society  lo  the  centennial  gather- 
ing at   I'liiladelpliia,  as   lepicscnlai  i\  es  of   lis   impuiianl    fnnclious  and 
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character,  will  undoubtedly  suggest  itself  to  your  favorable  considera- 
tion. The  Legislature  should  be  asked  to  make  a  further  appropriation  for 
the  society,  that  it  may  carry  forward  to  completion  the  high  objects  con- 
templated in  the  foregoing  remarks. 

I  thank  the  society  for  its  indulgence,  and  will  only  add  my  humble 
thanksgiving  to  a  kind  Providence  for  His  continued  blessings,  not  the 
least  of  which  is  that  so  many  old  friends  and  pioneers  are  permitted  the 
enjoyment  of  this  anniversary  occasion. 


PAPER  READ  BY  H.  A.  SHAW  OF  EATON  RAPIDS. 

The  following  paper  on  the  early  efforts  made  by  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  a  ship  canal  across  the  Peninsula 
was  read  at  the  annual  meeting,  February  2,  1876: 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  discuss  before  you  a  subject  of  peculiar 
interest,  and  at  the  present  time  of  surpassing  importance,  a  subject  with 
which  many  of  you  are  more  conversant  than  myself,  more  especially, 
perhaps,  with  the  early  efforts  made  by  the  State  to  demonstrate  the 
practicability  of  a  ship  canal  across  our  beautiful  Peninsula.  If  this  was 
the  only  obstacle  which  presents  itself,  I  should  hope  at  least  to  be  able 
to  entertain  some  who  are  present  with  a  few  thoughts  and  suggestions 
which  it  is  my  purpose  to  make  in  regard  to  the  proposed  ship  canal,  its 
utility,  practicability,  if  not  of  its  necessity  to  aid  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  greatest  cereal-producing  region  in  the  world. 

Think  not  that  we  are  deaf  to  the  demands  of  the  people  for  retrench- 
ment, or  blind  to  the  fact  that  confidence  has  been  for  the  time  lost  by 
capitalists  in  measures  tending  to  the  development  and  improvement  of 
our  common  country.  Does  any  one  suppose  that  with  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  our  country  improved  and  the  concession  made  that  the  granary  of 
the  world  lies  west  of  us,  and  the  record  standing  out  so  that  even  the 
passers-by  may  read, — here  is  the  country  that  furnishes  more  of  the  nee 
essaries  of  life  for  the  consumption  of  man  than  any  other, — does  any  one, 
I  ask,  suppose  all  has  been  done  that  can  be  in  the  interests  of  cheaper 
transportation? 

Michigan,  situated  midway  between  the  producing  and  the  consuming 
States  of  the  Union,  with  a  population  of  intelligent  and  enterprising 
people,  will  not  concede  that  the  future  is  destined  to  witness  no  further 
efforts  to  enchance  the  price  of  our  products  at  home,  or  to  lay  them  at 
the  doors  of  the  consumer — whether  within  our  own  borders  or  foreign 
climes — as  cheaply  as  can  be  done  by  the  most  favored  people  of  any 
land  or  country. 

I  am  aware  that  many  look  to  the  extension  and  enlargement  of  the 
facilities  for  shipment  by  rail  for  that  relief,  and  in  that  way  to  work  out 
the  grand  problem  of  the  cheapest  transportation.  But  with  the  millions 
already  invested,  and  the  small  returns  to  those  who  own  the  roads,  we 
are  led  to  reply  that  already  railroads  are  carrying  freights  at  less  per 
ton  per  mile  than  will  return  jirofit  to  their  owners;  and  unless  some  new 
invention  like  the  ''Keely  motor''  shall  be  brought  to  the  aid  of  rail 
roads,  but  little  may  be  expected  from  them  in  the  future  regarding 
cheaper  transportation. 

Eighteen  years  have  now  passed  since  any  new  railroad  between  the 
east  and  Chicago  has  been  opened,  and  the  capacity  of  those  completed 
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has  not  kept  pace  with  tho  increased  demand  for  tlieir  use.  Witli  unfavor- 
able returns  for  roads  already  constructed  and  the  cry  of  "no  more  rail- 
road suhsi«lies"  thioiijjliout  the  country,  what  coi-poration,  what  states- 
man, what  parly  will  dare  to  undeitake  the  openinjj;  of  new  roads  which 
the  growth  of  commerce  deuuuuls?  Eaily  in  Ihc  history  of  the  State 
it  was  propostMl  to  construct  several  canals,  amonj;  which  were  the  (Min- 
ton  aiKl  Kalamazoo,  from  Lake  St.  Clair  to  Lake  Mithi^'an;  the  Nortln-rn 
("anal,  fiom  Saginaw  bay  to  the  (Jrand  rivei-  at  the  month  of  the  Ma]»le: 
the  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  and  the  canal  around  the  rapids  of  (ilrand  Kiver. 
It  was  also  in  contemplation  to  improve  the  St.  Joseph  river,  the  Kalu 
nuizoo.  (hand,  and  Maple  rivers. 

Fr<Mu  these  sources  we  j^ather  many  important  facts  as  to  the  practi- 
eability  and  feasibility  of  the  sevei-al  pro]M)sed  lines  of  ship  canal. 
Many  surveys  of  railroads  have  be«'n  made,  many  of  which  have  been 
•  umpleied.  and  others  lun  as  experimental  lim*s  and  the  reccu-ds  pre- 
served; from  these  the  hei<;ht  of  most  of  the  localities  in  this  I^ower 
I'eninsula  is  known  to  the  investij^ator  of  this  subject.  Early  in  the 
history  of  our  State  it  was  asserted,  and  we  yet  hear  and  see  it  repeated, 
that  our  hii^hest  jrrounds  are  situated  amonj;:  tlie  numerous  lakes  some 
twenty  miles  southeast  of  Jackson,  the  source  of  (rrand.  Kalamaxoo. 
St.  Joseph,  and  liaisin  rivers.  Between  CamdtMi  and  Keadiuf;  the  land 
reaches  an  elevation  of  (>i;{  feet.  Later  surveys  show  that  ()ts(^<i<)  Lake, 
in  Otsejio  c(Minty.  is  1.1(H)  feet  in  heijrht.  and  Ilijrffins  Lake,  the  source 
of  the  Muskegon,  is  700  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Michigan.  This 
.southern  divide,  or  watershed,  runs  in  a  northwestern  course,  and 
as  it  passes  the  line  of  Jackson  and  Washtenaw  counties  shows  an 
elevation  on  the  line  of  the  Michigan  Central  of  411  feet.  l)n)pi)ing 
down  as  it  passes  north  and  west,  we  tind  by  actual  survey,  recently 
made  to  test  the  route  of  the  Michigan  Ship  Canal,  on  the  i)roi)Osed 
line  of  the  ascent  of  the  Kalamazoo.  Hat  tie  Creek,  crossing  over  the 
(Jrand  river  and  striking  into  the  loO  lakes  upon  the  summit  near  the 
base  line  of  the  State  whose  waters  mingle  with  the  waters  of  the  Huron, 
the  Kaisin,  and  (Jrand  rivers,  to  be  only  2;")0  feet  above  the  waters  at 
Trenton  on  Detroit  river.  T^assing  north  from  here  into  the  counties 
of  Oakland  and  Livingston,  we  find  this  summit,  between  the  waters 
flowing  north  to  the  Saginaw,  east  to  lyake  St.  Clair,  and  w<'St  by  the 
Crand  rivei-  to  be  from  .''.00  to  .")L*0  feet  in  height.  Still  further  iu)rth. 
and  bearing  more  strongly  w<'st,  we  find  that  the  waters  (lowing  towards 
the  (Jrand  river  start  from  an  elevation  less  than  100  feet  above  Lake 
Michigan.  Here,  by  the  way  of  (Jrand  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  .\Lii)le 
.11  .Mnir.  following  the  Maple  to  its  source,  and  jmssing  down  Had  river 
— a  ti-ibutarv  of  the  Saginaw — to  the  Hay.  is  unquestionably  the  cheap- 
est route  of  a  canal  across  our  IN'uinsula.  Hnt  this  accomplishes  only 
a  porfi(Mi  of  the  design  of  those  advocating  this  new  avenue  for  the 
greal  and  growing  commerce  of  the  west.  Here  the  Huron,  with  its 
many  tales  of  snfTei-ing  and  losses,  is  to  be  encountered,  with  its  long 
and  circular  outlet  to  Lake  Erie.  C(Uisi<lering  this  project  in  its  true 
Rpht, — that  in  which  a  nation,  noi  a  single  State,  is  interested,  and 
but  half  its  obje<|  is  accrunjtlished. — the  true  statesman  and  y)hilan- 
fhropist  will  seek  further  in  his  efVorls  to  imjuove  aiul  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  (he  producer  and  ♦■oiisnmei-. 

This  State  earl.v  saw  the  nccessit.\-.  ami  by  aciu.il  .ind  careful  snrve.vs 
for  the  Clinton  ami  K'alamazoo  canal  demoiislraii'd  (he  practicability  of 
a  canal  uniting  the  waters  of  I>;ikes  .Miclii;^an  and  St.  Clair  b.v  a  canal  of 
■JIT)  niiles  and  7!>  chains  in  Icngtli.  coinincncing  at    Mount   Clemens  ami 
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passing  through  the  counties  of  Macomb,  Oakland,  Livingston,  Ingham, 
Eaton,  Barry,  and  Allegan.  The  summit  level  on  this  route  was  found 
in  the  then  village  of  Pontiac,  28^  miles  from  Mount  Clemens,  344  61-100 
feet  above  the  level  of  St.  Clair,  and  336  11-100  feet  above  the  waters  of 
Lake  Michigan,  requiring  a  lockage  on  the  east  of  349  61-100  feet,  and  on 
the  west  of  341  11-100  feet.  The  report  of  James  Hurd,  made  to  the 
Legislature  of  1838  (see  Senate  Documents,  1838),  gives  the  following 
statement  in  round  numbers:  One  level  of  43  miles,  one  of  29,  one  of  28, 
one  of  15,  17,  and  12,  respectively.  On  the  plan  of  said  canal  it  was 
estimated  that  at  the  summit  would  be  required  for  100  lockages  per 
day,  including  evaporation  and  filtration,  4  83-100  cubic  feet  of  water 
per  minute.  The  amount  ascertained  was  8  915-1000,  or  nearly  enough 
for  200  lockages  per  day.  The  total  amount  required  per  minute  for 
100  lockages  per  day,  the  entire  distance  was  27,313  cubic  feet  per 
minute.  The  amount  ascertained,  exclusive  of  the  water  upon  the 
summit  already  mentioned,  was  as  follows,  viz.: 

Cedar  river,         volume  flowing  in  cubic  feet  per  minute 2, 100 

Sycamore  creek,       ''             "               ^'            "            "      5,940 

Deer  creek,               ''             "               "            "            "      1,350 

Grand  river,              "             "               "            "            "      72,651 

Thornapple  river,    ''             "               "            "           "      10,216 

Babbit  river,            "             "               "            "            "      6,589 

Total  amount  in  cubic  feet  per  minute 98,846 

The  Thornapple  and  Rabbit  rivers  can  be  used  at  different  points 
where  the  volume  of  water  is  many  times  greater  than  above  mentioned. 
There  are  other  streams  that  will  furnish  much  water  that  can  be  re- 
ceived into  the  canal  at  diiferent  points. 

In  relation  to  the  general  surface  of  the  country  and  the  soil  over 
which  the  canal  line  passes,  it  has  been  found  more  than  ordinarily 
favorable  to  the  construction  of  a  canal.  The  soil,  generally,  is  of  a 
character  easily  removed,  and  few  obstacles,  aside  from  the  lockage,  more 
than  common  excavation  and  embankments,  of  a  serious  character,  are 
met  with.  The  locks  and  aqueducts  west  of  the  summit  level  are 
mostly  located  in  the  vicinity  of  materials  convenient  and  suitable  for 
their  construction.  In  crossing  the  summit  an  excavation  from  ten  to 
twenty-four  feet  will  require  to  be  encountered  a  distance  of  three  miles 
and  nine  chains,  through  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  tributaries  of 
the  Huron  and  Shiawassee  rivers.  The  summit  ridge  and  the  crossing 
of  the  G-rand  river  present  the  most  formidable  obstructions  on  the  route, 
and  will  be  most  expensive  for  the  distance  of  any  part  of  the  line;  but 
as  the  former  will  prove,  I  think,  common  excavation,  and  the  latter  is 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  materials  for  the  construction  of  the  work, 
and  the  very  favorable  location  which  the  route  has  across  the  valley, 
they  can — in  comparison  with  what  has  been  accomplished  in  other 
States — hardly  be  considered  as  presenting  anything  like  a  formidable 
difficulty  in  the  construction  of  a  work  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
State. 

The  elevation  of  the  leA^el  over  the  Grand  river  is  28.5  feet,  which  level 
enables  us  to  cross  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  valley  of  the  Grand 
river  and  the  waters  of  the  Thornapple  with  a  cut  of  but  nine  feet,  and 
that  not  exceeding  one  chain  in  distance.  At  this  point  is  a  break  or 
gap  in  the  ridge  of  sufficient  width  only  to  admit  the  construction  of  a 
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canal  of  the  size  proposed,  then  rising  on  either  side  in  hight  from  GO  to 
80  feet. 

A  proposition  lessening  the  tost  according  to  the  surveys,  but  increas- 
ing the  distance  materially,  was  favorably  entertained  in  1838-1)  of 
following  Grand  river  from  Lansing  to  its  mouth.  This  route  is  prac- 
ticable, and  the  great  amount  of  lakes  of  Oakland  county  not  taken  into 
the  estimate,  that  might  be  utilized  as  feeders,  demonstrates  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  route  even  for  a  ship  canal.  Another  i)roject  was  early 
entertained  of  the  improvement  of  the  St.  Joseph  river  to  Union  City,  and 
a  canal  by  the  way  of  Homer,  and  across  the  counties  of  Jackson  and 
Washtenaw  to  the  Huron  at  Dexter.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
of  Internal  Improvements  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  Charles  F.  Smith,  in 
the  summer  of  1838,  made  a  survey  of  the  river,  from  which  it  appears 
(see  his  report,  page  202.  Senate  Documents,  1838)  that  at  Branch  county,, 
in  town  7  west,  a  distance  by  the  river  of  IGO  miles, — 43  of  which  was 
through  the  State  of  Indiana, —  the  elevation  is  285  feet.  The  survey 
to  determine  the  feasibility  of  a  canal  to  Homer,  and  the  use  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo river  and  lakes  in  that  vicinity  as  feeders,  in  a  distance  of  20  miles 
of  further  ascent,  was  made,  making  theKalamazoo  and  lakes  near  Homer, 
in  Calhoun  county,  375  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  is 
fifteen  feet  higher  than  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Cyrus  Holmes,  a  gentleman  of  this  party,  run  for  the  citizens  of 
Jackson  and  vicinity  a  line  to  the  Huron  fi-om  Homer,  and  favorable 
report  was  made  without  a  cut  of  more  than  2(1  feet.  The  report  of  that 
portion  of  the  survey  we  fail  to  find  in  the  archives  of  the  State,  but  from 
the  surveys  as  shown  since  for  railroads  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  report 
is  correct,  and  that  the  summit  on  that  route  is  about  390  feet  instead  of 
490  feet  as  given  by  railroad  surveys. 

Of  the  contemplated  canal  from  Chicago  to  Toledo  the  time  and  space 
allotted  me  will  not  permit  moi-e  than  this  to  be  said:  The  distance,  hight 
to  overcome,  and  the  contemi)laled  use  of  the  Canadian  canals  as  an 
outlet,  the  central  route  atTordiug  Milwaukee  and  the  northwest  etjual 
facilities  with  Chicago,  has  many  advantages  over  the  proposed  one 
through  Indiana. 

We  now  come  to  the  discussion  of  the  project  of  a  ship  canal  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo  river  to  the  Detroit  river,  a  distance^  by  govern 
ment  surveys  of  102.^  miles,  which  can  uncpiestionably  be  accomplished  by 
the  construction  of  11)0  miles  of  canal  and  slackwaler-  navigation.  The 
line  would  follow  the  valley  of  the  Kalamazoo  to  P»attle  creek;  thence  u]) 
Battle  creek  to  section  15,  in  the  town  of  Walton,  5  west,  1  north; 
thence  in  an  easterly  course  u]}  one  of  the  tributaries  to  Battle  creek  near 
its  head;  thence  in  nearly  a  direct  line  to  Crand  river  in  town  1,  range  3 
west;  from  here  following  Oiand  livei-  into  the  county  of  Ingham, 
[lassing  on  to  the  level  of  the  Portage  marsh  and  lakes  of  Jackson  and 
Ingham,  near  the  base  line,  striking  1he  headwaters  of  the  Hui'on  and  the 
Rouge,  and  seeking  an  outlet  in  the  Detroit  river. 

Actnal  snrveys  show  this  to  be  the  shortest  liin-  for  the  |»rojtosed  cjinal. 
and,  aside  fi-om  the  Saginaw  line,  the  cheapest  of  any  proposed.  The  hight 
to  overcome  between  liattle  creek  ami  Crand  river  will  not  exc<'ed  18  feet  ; 
there  within  a  distance  of  seven  miles  is  a  fall  of  18A  feel,  stifl'n-ient,  by  1h<» 
use  of  feeders  for  three  miles,  to  fill  a  level  extending  nearly  or  (piite  to 
the  meridian  line  of  the  State.  A  survey  but  yesterday  completed  by 
Engineer  Miller  and  associates  between  TiCslie  ami  Whitmore  lake, 
situated  nj»on  the  base  line  of  the  State,  in  township  (I  east,  shows  the 
Hummit  of  I  he  State  on  this  line  to  lie  in  section  3.'*,  in  town  1  noith,  1  west. 
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A  glance  at  the  map  of  the  State  shows  that  upon  this  summit  in  a 
distance  of  fifty  miles  there  are  over  300  of  our  5,173  lakes^  covering  712,- 
864  acres.  These  300  lakes  cover  an  area  of  40,000  acres.  The  line  after 
leaving  Battle  creek  near  its  source,  besides  numerous  rivulets,  crosses 
streams  as  follows:  Spring  brook,  25  feet  wide,  2  feet  deep;  Grand  river, 
150  feet  wide,  3  feet  deep ;  Willow  brook,  15  feet  by  2^ ;  Huntoon  creek,  10 
feet  by  3|;  Rice  creek,  10  feet  by  4  feet;  Baptiste  river,  10  feet  by  3  feet; 
Otter  creek,  15  feet  by  3  feet,  Turtle  creek,  15  feet  by  3  feet;  Portag-e 
river,  15  feet  by  3  feet;  Huron  river,  90  feet  wide,  1  foot  deep.  Whitmore 
lake  is  found  to  be  59  feet  lower  than  the  railroad  track  at  Leslie  depot 
on  the  Jackson,  Lansing  &  Saginaw  road,  which  is  50  feet  above  the 
surface  1^  miles  south.  If  the  wants  of  the  proposed  canal  should 
require  upon  the  summit  40,000  cubic  feet  of  water  per  minute  for  lock- 
age, evaporation,  and  filtration,  here  we  have  not  less  than  164,640  cubic 
feet  of  water  at  our  command.  Nor  are  we  to  be  confined  to  surface 
water,  for  upon  every  portion  of  this  route,  including  half  the  distance, 
where  artesian  wells  have  been  sunk  to  the  depth  of  150  to  180  feet,  the 
only  limit  to  the  amount  of  water  obtained  has  been  the  size  of  the  drill 
used. 

We  may  be  asked,  what  is  the  estimated  cost  of  this  improvement,  and 
what  is  to  be  gained  by  it?  Briefly  let  me  say,  then,  that  after  reading 
an  article  published  in  one  of  our  neighboring  cities  to  the  effect  that  all 
the  cereals  of  the  west  would  not  pay  the  expense  of  its  construction 
in  the  next  fifty  years,  I  would  be  inclined  to  be  somewhat  reticent  did 
not  the  same  sheet  furnish  the  answer  that  the  writer  was  a  secretary  of 
a  railroad.  Chicago  alone  has  shipped  upwards  of  2,000,000  tons  of  prod- 
ucts the  last  year, — not  by  railroad,  but  largely  by  water.  This  grain,  if 
carried  by  teams,  each  team  with  a  ton  per  load  and  5  rods  to  the  team, 
would  require  a  train  10,000,000  rods  in  extent,  which  is  equal  to  31,250 
miles.  But  this  article  was  written  for  a  locality  somewhere  about  70 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  proposed  canal,  where,  in  1840,  they  flung 
eggs  and  made  night  hideous  with  pans  and  horns  on  the  return  of  their 
members  from  the  Legislature,  for  advocating  the  extension  of  the  Central 
railroad  to  Kalamazoo, — here  it  was  that  the  urgent  request  was  made 
to  the  town  pump  to  toot,  declaring  it  would  make  100  increase  in  their 
majority  at  the  next  election. 

If  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  |2,250,- 
000,  was  correct,  four  times  the  amount  would  construct  this.  But  what 
if  it  should  cost  |15,000,000?  What  have  we  gained?  First,  we  have 
gained  from  six  to  ten  weeks  more  water  communication  with  the  pro- 
posed improvement  of  the  New  York  canal  each  year,  which  means  to 
extend  for  that  length  of  time  shipments  at  from  30  to  40  cents  per  hun- 
dred instead  of  paying  from  70  to  75  cents  per  hundred.  We  shall  save 
the  world  three-quarters  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  present  transpor- 
tation around  the  lakes,  amounting  last  year  to  more  than  |3,700,000. 
We  shall  save  the  producers  indirectly,  by  lessening  insurance  on  their 
products,  over  $2,000,000  annually.  With  this  improvement  in  time 
alone,  without  taking  into  account  ithe  loss  of  life,  sufficient  will  be  saved 
in  cost  of  transportation  to  pay  for  this  work  in  a  few  years. 

Will  it  pay?     When  the  Erie  canal  was  completed,  less  than  1,000,000 

people  inhabited  the  vast  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  Buffalo; 

but  for  trade  this  work  was  accomplished,  and  steadily  has  the  great 

State  of  New  York  kept  pace  with  the  demands  of  commerce,  until  this 

10 
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yvar  her  caual  has  supplied  lior  metropolis  with  a  tonnage  equal  to  a  train 
of  loaded  cars  at  ten  tons  per  car  twenty  miles  long.  The  limit  of  the 
capatity  of  the  Erie,  without  enlargement  of  her  locks  has  been  reached. 
Uer  resources  for  water  for  almost  double  the  amount  of  lockage  required 
to  connect  Lake  Michigan  with  Erie  has  not  failed.  The  last  report  that 
has  reached  us,  made  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Canal  Department  of  New 
York  in  1874,  shows  that  the  income  from  the  tolls  on  all  the  canals  in  the 
State  was  :8;12(>.:i(MI,y7l*.S;i,  and  the  total  operating  expenses  |40,GT5,()1»5.75, 
leaving,  as  the  net  prolit  of  operating,  ^85,625,877.08.  The  total  cost  of 
constructing  all  the  canals,  exclusive  of  interest,  was  f76.076,9()().74.  show- 
ing net  earnings  over  cost  of  construction  to  have  been  ;$I),548.!>70.34. 
The  same  statement  with  interest  charged  and  credited  shows  the  net 
earnings,  over  cost  of  construction,  to  have  been  fG7!),970.41,  and  this, 
too,  when  several  of  those  canals  ])roved  unprofitable,  and  where  fraud  in 
the  management  of  canal  funds  lias  been  more  than  suspected. 

Intinuitely  connected  with  this  saving  of  several  hundred  miles  of 
dangerous  navigation  is  the  projjosition  to  enlarge  the  facilities  for  boats 
to  pass  from  Lake  Michigan  at  Chicago  to  the  Mississij)pi.  thus  giving 
them  an  opportunity  for  use  during  the  winter  months,  and  opening  a 
more  direct  market  for  our  staves  and  lumber. 

IJut  I  have  already  consumed  too  much  of  your  time  in  discussing  this 
subject.  In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  it  is  not  for  Michigan  alone  I  speak. 
This  contemplated  improvement  is  demanded  as  much  for  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota.  Nebraska,  and  the  yet  unsettled  regions  of  the  far  west,  as 
for  us.  Nor  are  the  consuming  States  of  the  east  idle  spectators  in  the 
coming  struggle  to  cheapen  transportation.  But  in  a  few  more  years, 
when  one-half  the  cereal-producing  regions  of  the  great  west  instead  of 
one-tenth — as  at  the  present  time — shall  be  brought  under  cultivation,  the 
difference  in  value,  whetlier  in  the  car  upon  tracks  at  our  sea-board,  or 
stowed  away  in  a  sea-going  vessel,  ready  to  hoist  her  sails  and  speed  away 
to  su|)|)ly  a  foreign  demand,  one  crop  alone  would  defiay  the  expense  of 
a  shi])  canal. 

LEVEL  ABOVE  THE  LAKES. 

Homer 41(1  0-10    I  Eaion  Kapids 299  6-10 

Albion  37(1  CKI    I  Lansing 255 

BASE  LINE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  AT  BUFFALO. 

Hillsdale 527  G-10      .\(lnan 338  0-10 

.lackson   300  0-10  ,    Monroe • 19  0-10 

Manchester 339  0-10  |    Wyandotte 10  0-10 

"SIXTY  YEARS  AGO." 

Almon  Harrison  of  Lansing  township  recited  tlie  following  verses  from 
memory,  he  having  composed  them  in  view  of  tlie  changes  from  his  boy- 
hood's days.  He  was  hnnlly  applauded  by  the  old  pioneers  present,  ami 
the  laughter  was  excessive  at  some  (»f  liis  hits: 

Only  f=lxt.v  yonrs  ajro,  boys, 

Your  niofiiPis  foil  ns  thnt 
Thoy  ahvnys  lind  f  liolr  knit(inK-work 

When  Ihcv  sat  down  to  cbnt. 
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Knit  theirs  and  tlieir  cliildren's  stoclciugs, 

SoclvS  and  mittens  for  tlie  men; 
How  many  can  knit  tlieir  own  now? 

Alas  I    not  one  in  ten. 

To  liave  an  early  breakfast,  too, 

Our  mothers  took  delight. 
And  to  keep  their  girls  a-spinniug 

From  morning  until  night, 
For  wool  and  flax  were  plenty  then, 

Though  cotton  no  one  wore, 
But  oh!    the  piles  of  linen  cloth 

A-bleaching  'round  the  door. 

Then  women  did  their  kitchen  work 

Around  an  open  fire, 
And  with  their  blooming  daughter's  help 

AVere  seldom  known  to  hire. 
No  piano  in  the  parlor. 
On  which  to  waste  their  powers. 
But  spinning  wheel  and  loom  kept  time 

To  the  song  that  cheered  the  hours. 

For  all  of  them  could  spin  and  weave; 

To  milk,  the  girls  knew  how; 
Ah!    one  brlglit  girl  did  more  work  then 

Than  half  a  dozen  now. 
The  home-spun  garments  of  their  hands 

Became  their  rosy  bloom, 
And  as  neatness  was  their  watchword, 

They  had  no  musk  perfume. 

Oh!    they  made  the  best  of  wives,  boys,  •  • 

To  help  in  time  of  need, 
Had  you  the  care  to  choose  one  from 

Among  the  gentle  breed. 
In  piclcing  out  a  wife,  be  sure 

And  look  you  well  to  that, 
And  see  if  she  has  her  knifing 

When  she  sits  down  to  chat; 
For  such  a  wife  as  that,  boys, 

Will  help  in  life's  worst  place; 
She  will  keep  you  in  good  stockings, 

And  elevate  the  race.  '  ■ 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE  STATE  TIONEEK  SOCIETY  AT  ANN  ARBOR.  JUNK  7,  1876. 


The  aniiiiiil  Icsiival  of  the  State  Pioneer  Socici.v  was  held  in  this  city  at 
the  oiK'ia  house-  todav.  At  1(1  o'cloclc  lafj:;('  nuiiibiMs  iiad  asscinhled, 
tliosc  li-cjin  tilt'  coiintv  ((Uiiiii^  hidcn  with  the  <;ot><l  thiiij^s  that  hitcf  in  the 
day  were  to  bo  served  in  a  suniptuoiis  dinner.  At  11  o'clock  fully  :!(M)  had 
put  in  an  appearance.  The  assembly  was  called  to  order  at  this  hour  by 
the  I'resideiii  of  the  Waslitenaw  County  Pioneer  Society,  Gen.  Edward 
i'lark  of  Ann  Arbor,  wiien  tlie  i)residents  of  the  various  county  societies 
were  invited  to  take  seats  on  the  i)latform,  as  well  as  all  former  Presi- 
dents of  the  State  S<Miety.  Amonjj;  1hes<'  were  Kev.  Mr.  IMerce  of  Washte-. 
naw,  ex-Gov.  Felch  of  Ann  Arbor,  Jonathan  Shearer  of  Plymouth,  the 
})resent  President  of  the  State  So<-iety;  .Iinl<,M'  Miller  of  Pay  City,  the  tirst 
President  of  the  State  Society;  Mr.  Dewey,  President  of  the  Lenawee 
County  Society;  Hon.  Levi  Bishop,  of  Detroit,  President  of  the  Wayne 
County  Pioneer  Society,  and  others.  The  Secretary  pro  tern.,  J.  C.  llolmes 
of  Detroit',  was  also  seated  on  the  platform. 

The  exercises  were  opened  by  music,  furnislied  by  the  M.  E.  choir  of  this 
city,  under  the  leadersliij.  of  I'rof.  Alvin  Wilsey,— -Anld  Lan«j;  Syne." 

Prayer  was  then  offered  by  the  oldest  pioneer  clergyman  present. 
]{ev.  .J.  D.  Pierce  of  Ypsilanti. 

AnotluM-  piece  of  music,  an  anthem,  followed. 

The  address  of  welcome  to  the  I'resident  and  members  of  the  Stale 
Pioneer  Society  and  other  pioneers  present  was  delivered  by  ex-Gov. 
Felch  of  Ann  Arbor.  He  said  words  were  sometimes  spoken  which  were 
mei-ely  words  of  the  mouth,  and  others  which  indiraled  the  feelin^^s  of  the 
heart.  Of  the  latter  kind  were  those  he  addressed  to  the  i)ioneers  assem- 
bled in  behalf  of  the  county  society.  All  branches  of  industry  have  their 
pioneers;  all  countries  riin  sjx-ak  of  their  lirst  s<Mtlers  and  show  their 
pride  in  tliem.  The  great  reward  of  the  pioneei-  in  a  new  country  will  be 
in  knowing  that  his  descendants  will  look  upon  a  cotmtry  which  his 
industry  has  redeemed  frcnn  a  wilderness.  Thi'i-e  is  much  pleasure  in 
thoughts  like  lliese.  lie  could  remember  the  scenes  of  f(uty  years,  and 
as  he  saw  the  chang«s  that  liad  been  wrought,  how  could  he  hel|i  feeling 
grateful  that  he  ha«l  been  in  the  midst  of  them,  lie  «'Xlended  a  hearty 
welcitnie  to  tlios)'  in  attendance. 

A  brief  address  was  then  delivered  by  the  President  of  the  Stale 
Bociety,  Jonathan  Shearer  «»f  I'lymouth.  li«*  .said  that  he  had  lived  in  this 
Stale  for  forty  years,  and  could  feel  juoud  that  he  had  the  privilege  of 
reprewnting  the  pi<»neers  of  the  State.  He  thought  the  work  of  the 
pioneers  was  deserving  of  flie  higesl  jiraise.  for  it  had  been  they  who  had 
made  the  country  what  it  is.  He  had  taken  much  pains  in  collecting  the 
history  of  the  pioneers  of  tliis  State,  ami  he  had  found  that  it  was  some- 
thing to  excite  the  admiration  of  all. 
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Prof.  J.  C.  Holmes  of  Detroit,  Chairraan  of  the  <  'oininittee  of  Historians, 
read  the  report  of  progress  of  the  State  Society.  He  stated  that  applica- 
tion had  been  made  for  suitable  rooms  in  the  new  capitol.  adjoining  or 
near  the  library,  where  the  historical  collection  may  be  displayed  and  be 
safe  from  destruction  by  fire.  On  the  28th  of  February  last  the  Commit- 
tee of  Historians  met  at  Lansing-  and  issued  a  circular  to  the  pioneers  of 
Michigan,  asking  for  information  in  regard  to  the  history  of  the  towns 
and  counties  of  our  State. 

The  report  stated  that  several  of  the  counties  had  already  responded 
liberally  to  tJiis  circular. 

The  committee  proposed  the  following  plan  for  a  report: 

First,  State  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society.  Its  pro- 
ceedings at  its  several  meetings,  including  papers  tliat  have  heen  read.  A  list  of 
articles  that  liave  been  donated  to  the  museum,  with  names  of  donors;  names  of 
officers  and  members. 

Serxtnd,  Give  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  counties,'  stating  the  date  at  which  the 
county  was  laid  off  and  by  whom;  the  number  of  townships  in  the  county,  with  their 
names;  the  name  of  the  county,  and  as  much  of  its  early  history  as  possible. 

An  example  was  presented  in  the  history  of  Jackson  county.  It  con- 
sisted in  giving  first  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  locating  of  the  county 
seat,  the  naming  of  the  townships,  and  minor  facts. 

After  the  report  of  the  committee  another  piece  of  music,  "To  Thee,  O 
Country,"  was  given  by  the  choir,  when  Rev.  J.  D.  Pierce  of  Ypsilanti, 
tlie  first  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  in  this  State,  w^as  called  for. 
He  said  he  had  lived  in  the  State  for  the  past  forty-five  years,  and  that  he 
has  consequently  lived  through  the  struggle  of  the  schools  to  become  free, 
and  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work.  He  related  some  interesting 
experiences  of  his  early  life. 

Hon.  Levi  Bishop  of  Detroit,  President  of  the  Wayne  County  Pioneer 
Society,  w^as  introduced,  and  spoke  at  some  length.  He  traced  the  his- 
tory of  the  I^niversity,  and  referred  to  the  minor  colleges  throughout  the 
State.  He  did  not  favor  the  attempt  to  remove  Albion  College  to  Detroit, 
thinking  it  ought  not  to  pass  Ann  Arbor.  He  would  have  the  colleges  at 
Albion,  Kalamazoo.  Adrian,  Olivet,  etc.,  brought  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  help 
to  build  up  a  great  University.  He  would  have  the  present  University 
do  only  what  it  now  calls  post-graduate  work.  He  said  he  hoped  yet  to 
take  the  stump  on  this  question.  He  also  recalled  some  of  the  incidents 
of  his  early  life. 

After  the  singing  of  the  "Star-Spangled  Banner"  an  adjournment  was 
made  to  give  opportunity  to  sign  the  constitution  and  the  payment  of 
dues,  after  which  the  assembly  withdrew  to  the  basement  of  the  opera 
house  for  a  dinner,  which  had  been  furnished  by  the  j)ioueers  of  Washte- 
naw county. 

After  dinner  those  who  desired  were  given  time  to  visit  the  University 
and  public  schools  of  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor. 

The  society  reassembled  at  3  o'clock,  when  a  short  time  was  con- 
sumed in  five-minute  speeches  by  different  members,  and  in  reading  of 
letters  from  those  unable  to  attend.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Tenney  of  Lansing,  Secretary  of  the  society,  whose  duties  at  the  State 
Library  prevented  her  attendance.  She  closed  with  the  sentiment:  "The 
T^niversity  of  Michigan, — one  of  the  first  institutions  of  America  to  open 
its  doors  for  the  education  of  the  daughters  and  grand-daughters  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  land." 

A  letter  was  also  read  from  H.  G.  W^ells  of  Kalamazoo,  who  was  unable 
to  be  present  on  account  of  his  official  duties.     He  said : 
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"It  is  jn-ojier  that  the  State  Pioneer  Society  shall  hold  this  meeting  at  Ann  Arbor, 
for  we,  its  members,  take  honor  to  ourselves  by  being  present  in  a  body  in  Washte- 
naw connty,  which  has  become  famous  all  over  the  world  by  hjuing  within  its  limits 
the  University  and  the  Normal  School.  The  fame  of  both  these  institutions  is  to  be 
L-redited  to  the  regents,  the  presidents,  and  the  i)roft'ssors,  and  the  girls  and  boys 
who  have  had  tlieir  student  life  therein,  all  of  whom  seem  to  h.-ive  resolved  never  to 
di.sgrace  their  alma  mater."  .  ^ 

I'l'of.  Tell  liiodU  of  I  lie  riii\('rsit y  \\;is  iiiiiddiiced  aud  made  a  few 
leiiuiiks. 

A  letter  was  read  fions  Witter  ,].  Haxlci-  of  Jonesville,  who  called  tlif 
attention  of  the  society  lo  ilie  fact  that  "the  State  Aj^rictiltiiral  Society 
are  to  have  a  centennial  department  at  the  Slate  Fair  at  .lackson.  to  he 
held  September  10,  IMI.  21,  and  22,  at  which  we  hojte  to  secure  an  exhibi- 
tion of  relics  and  curiosities  of  all  kinds,  and  if  the  pioneers  of  the  Stale 
will  take  the  matter  earnestly  in  hand,  lliey  will  enable  us  to  make  a  v«*ry 
interesting  aud  iustructive.displny." 

A  committee  of  three  was  api»ointed.  <ui  niolion  of  Levi  liishop,  to  take 
the  matter  into  consideration.  consistin«i  of  Messrs.  J.  Webster  Childs  oi 
Washtenaw.  Michael  Shoemaker  of  .lackson.  and  J.  ('.  Holmes  of  Wayne. 

Interesting  speeches  f(dlowed  by  Messrs.  McDougall  of  Bridgewater. 
and  Judge  Miller  of  Bay  <Mty.  The  latter  related  some  of  his  early  mis- 
fortnm-s  in  the  Saginaw  \'alley.  and  an  instance  of  good  fortune  at  the 
hands  of  an  Indian  when  about  to  jterish  from  exposure.  He  was  en- 
gaged forty  years  ago  in  running  a  saw-mill  on  the  Saginaw  river,  and 
was  one  of  two  nn-n  who  operated  the  saw  themselves,  before  steam  was- 
introduced  and  water  utilized,  and  Mr.  Holmes  humorously  sugg«'sted 
that  it  was  jtroposed  to  jn-eserve  him  at  the  State  museum  as  a  relic  of 
that  saw-mill. 

Kev.  .Mr.  Lamb  (»f  Vjisilanti  followed,  so  old  and  feeble  that  he  could 
hardly  make  himself  heard. 

Mr.  .lohn  (Jeddes  of  Washtemiw  county  had  been  in  the  county  for  tifty- 
four  years,  and  has  lived  on  the  same  farm,  a  few  miles  east  of  Ann  Arbor 
during  all  this  period. 

.Mr.  .1.  W.  Br«»oks.  a  colored  gentleman  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  of 
Ann  Arbor,  related  s<nne  of  the  exjieiiences  of  his  life. 

.Fudge  Miller  of  Bay  City,  being  called  ujiou  for  an  «'Xj»laiiatiou  of  his 
duty  as  a  part  (»f  a  saw-mill,  staled  that  he  was  technically  called  the  ]>'\\- 
man,  and  his  woik  was  lo  stand  In-neath  the  log  while  a  uum  was  above, 
and  the  two  together  operated  the  saw.  He  said  they  cut  in  the  year 
is:{4.  ill  the  only  mill  on  the  Saginaw  liver.  enough  lumber  to  build  a 
floor  for  a  small  shanty.  Now  they  turn  out  sutlicient  lumber  annually 
in  the  various  mills  on  I  he  Saginaw  river  to  build  a  sidewalk  arouinl  the 
globe  lliree  feet  wiih-  and  an  inch  and  a  half  thick,  and  have  left  C.tMiO.dOO 
feel. 

A  glorious  tribu1<'  was  paid  to  the  nninoiy  of  <  Jen.  Lewis  ( 'ass  by  .Mr.  L. 
Davis  of  Washtenaw,  and  .Mr.  .Jonathan  Sinarer  of  Wayne.  The  latter 
designated  him  as  tin-  father  of  the  iiiomcis  of  the  northwest.  Mr.  Ha  vis 
also  related  some  of  his  jM-rsomil  experiences  with  the  first  r.oveiinu-  of 
.Michigan,   Stevens  Thomjison    .Masi»n. 

After  voting  thanks  to  the  Washtenaw  county  jdom-ers  for  the  atten- 
tion .'iliown  the  Slate  Sociely,  an  adjournuM'nl  took  place  to  the  next 
regular  meet ing. 
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During  the  interval  between  dinner  and  tlie  afternoon  session^  at  the 
meeting-  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society,  on  Wednesday,  the  7th,  the  regular 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Wasihtenaw  Pioneer  Society  was  held  at  the 
opera  house  in  this  city.  Eesolutions  were  adopted  in  memory  of  Hon. 
Joshua  G.  Leland  of  Ann  Arbor,  former  treasurer  of  the  society,  of  Mor- 
gan O'Brien  of  Webster,  of  Mr.  Adna  Shaw  of  Saline,  and  of  Dr.  Downer 
of  Dixboro,  who  had  died  since  the  last  meeting.  Mr.  Shaw  moved  to 
Ann  Arbor  in  1833.  The  first  covered  carriage  ever  owned  in  Ann  Arbor 
was  the  one  in  which  his  family  rode  from  Detroit.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  Ann  Arbor  for  three  years,  and  then  moved  to 
his  farm  in  Saline.  Mr.  Shaw  was  a  man  of  great  physical  strength;  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years  he  was,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  vigorous  and 
robust. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  announced  that  George  Sut- 
ton of  Northfield  had  been  appointed  by  the  committee  treasurer  of  the 
society  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  in  place  of  Mr.  Leland,  deceased. 

Mr.  Jacob  Preston  of  Grass  Lake,  formerly  of  the  township  of  Freedom, 
read  a  ^'History  of  Freedom,"  as  prepared  by  himself. 

A  committee  of  three  were  appointed  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  of  the 
Governor  in  preparing  a.  history  of  Washtenaw  county,  to  be  read  on  the 
coming  Fourth  of  July  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  Ann  Arbor,  the  county 
seat. 

The  society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Ann  Arbor,  on  the  regularly  appointed 
day  in  September  next. 
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THE  OLD  SETTLERS— FIVE  HUNDRED  PIONEERS  IN  SESSION  AT  ANN 

ARBOR- 


On  Wednesday^  June  7,  1876,  the  Washtenaw  Pioneer  Society  and  the 
State  Pioneers  met  at  the  opera  house,  Ann  Arbor,  for  a  social  and  ban- 
quet, with  a  general  review  of  the  scenes  and  times  in  the  new  settle- 
ment of  Michigan^  forty  or  fifty  years  ago. 

Hon.  E.  Clark,  President  of  the  Washtenaw  Pioneer  Society,  called 
the  meeting  to  order  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  invited  the  presidents  of  the 
county  societies  and  officers  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society,  with  the  clergy,, 
to  take  seats  on  the  platform. 
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Hon.  John  D.  Pierce,  one  of  the  main  founders  of  our  educational 
system,  made  the  openinj,'  prayer.  Six  younji:  men  and  twelve  young 
ladies  sang  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  the  tune  and  words  of  which  seemed  to 
inspire  each  and  all  of  this  assembly.  Ex-Gov.  Alpheus  Felcli  then  gave 
the  address  of  welcome,  which  was  spoken  in  his  agreeable  and  cordial 
way;  at  the  close  he  was  greeted  with  rounds  of  ajtplause. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Shearer,  I'residcnt  of  the  State  I'icuicer  Society,  then 
made  a  well-timed  and  excellent  addiess,  which  was  listened  to  with 
marked  attention,  and  at  the  conclusion  he  was  loudly  apj)lauded.  The 
•choir  then  sang  ''Old  Hundred,"  which  was  rendered,  in  a  most  acceptable 
way,  by  the  young  ladies  of  Ann  Arbor. 

The  hour  for  dinner  having  arrived,  the  I*resident  stated  t(>  the  as- 
sembly that  all  would  be  provided  in  the  spacious  halls  of  the  building, 
which  has  accommodations  foi-  l.dOO  persons;  long  tables  were  spread 
with  every  variety  of  good  things,  and  to  these  immediate  attention  was 
given. 

At  one  of  the  tables  the  I'residents,  the  otlicers,  and  clergy  of  the  sev- 
•eral  counties  were  seated.  At  the  head  of  the  table  Rev.  John  D.  Pierce 
presided,  who,  in  his  unassuming  and  commendable  way,  asked  a  blessing 
for  the  many  benefits  confeiicd  on  the  i)ioneers  of  Michigan.  Beautiful 
flowers  were  entwintMl  in  many  artistic  ways,  and  blooming  vases  were 
profusely  set  about  the  tables.  On  every  hand  there  were  substantials, 
such  as  people  with  an  apjx'tite  would  like.  And  to  mak*-  the  feast 
doublj  welcome,  the  tables  were  surrounded  by  the  good  ladies  of  Ann 
Arbor,  who  seemed  to  know  what  every  one  wanted.  If  others  had  pro- 
vided a  feast  of  reason  and  pioneer  life,  they  had  prepared  one  which 
called  out  the  admiration  and  thanks  of  all  who  sat  down  to  the  tables. 
Over  four  hundred  were  bountiliilly  provided  for.  and  yet  the  supjily  was 
abundant. 

After  dinner  we  were  invited  to  visit  the  University,  also  the  several 
cabinets  of  curiosities  belonging  to  the  State;  here  we  were  v»m'v  cordially 
■entertained  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  institution,  who  showed  us 
through  the  several  departments. 

At  about  3  o'clock  the  President  caHed  the  meeting  to  order.  Gentle- 
men representing  the  s«'veral  counties  and  towns  were  invited  to  address 
the  assembly.  The  s<'als  in  tlie  opera  house  were  nearly  all  full  of  (luiet, 
interested  listeners,  and  w<'are  all  well  pleased  lo  say  that  a  goodly  share 
were  ladies,  who  most  truly  heljx'd  to  make  and  adorn  the  thousands  of 
beautiful  and  contented  homes  of  .Michigan,  lion.  Levi,  liisho]*  of  De- 
troit made  a  short  address.  Judge  Miller  of  I'.ay  City  gave  an  account  of 
forest  life.  The  President  of  the  Lenawee  county  pioneers  gave  a  brief 
liistoric  account  of  the  tirst  settlement  of  Lenawee.  Hon.  J.  (\  HoIuk's 
of  Detroit  stated  the  pr()gi'ess  made  by  tlie  "Commillee  of  Historians"  in 
<-<ilIecting  pion<'er  material.  .\  colored  man  gave  a  brief  account  of  .\nn 
Arbor  lifly  years  ago.  Several  other  liisim-ical  reminiscences  w«'re  re- 
lated, and  at  about  six  o'clock  the  meeting  adjourned. 

It  was  a  delightful  day,  and  nearly  ."»(!()  historic  juoneers  were  in  coun- 
cil; those  who  helped  to  make  our  r«»ads,  «'leared  the  fertile  farms,  built 
the  log  houses,  before  the  mower  or  llic  rea|>er  were  brought  into  use.  The 
r-iiigli  log  road  is  now  <lisplac<(i  l.y  ilie  smooth- gliding  railway,  and  the 
log  cabin  by  the  stalely  fai-m  house.  Long  shall  we  innember  the  many 
enjovments  and  the  kind  lios|»i'aliiies  of  .\nn  .\rbor. 

r.  A.  ltl;\\l■;^. 


CIRCULAR     LETTER. 


81 


OIROQI^AR    LETTER. 


Office  of  the  "^ 

"Piois'EER  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan."  I 

Lansing,  February  28th,  1876.  j 

Sir:  At  the  meeting  of  the  "Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan,"  held  at 
Lansing,  Feb.  1st,  1876,  a  committee  of  five  historians  were  elected,  whose  dutj^  it 
should  be  to  prepare  and  publish  a  volume  of  pioneer  collections.  The  names  of  the 
committee  are  as  follows:  J.  C.  Holmes,  Detroit;  M.  H.  Goodrich,  Ann  Arbor;  O.  C. 
Comstock,  Marshall;  H.  G.  Wells,  Kalamazoo;  Harriet  A.  Tenney,  Lansing. 

The  committee  propose  to  publish  in  this  preliminary  volume  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  Society,  from  its  inception  to  the  present  time;  they  also  desire 
to  procure  the  history  and  proceedings  of  each  legally  organized  county,  town,  or 
district  pioneer  Society  in  the  State,  which  will  become  tributary  to  the  State 
Society,  in  accordance  Avith  act  No.  156,  session  laws  of  1873;  this  history  and  pro- 
ceedings to  include  the  names  of  officers  and  members,  and  all  papers  of  interest 
that  have  been  read  before  said  societies,  frofta  their  organization  to  the  present 
time;  therefore  your  cooperation  is  asked;  not  only  as  above,  but  in  any  way  in 
which  you  can  further  the  object  had  in  view.    An  early  reply  is  requested. 

All  communications  should  be  sent  to  Lansing. 

J.  C.  HOLMES,  Chairman  of  Committee. 
HARRIET  A.  TENNEY,  Secretary. 

11 
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GEISTERAL    CIRCULAR 


Offick  of  the  1 

"PioNEKR  Society  of  the  State  ok  MKiiKiAN."  I 
Lfiiisiii;!,  Fihiiniri/  iStli,  IS7(i. 
To  the  "P/oHf/rs"  of  Michigan: 

Pursuant  to  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  second  annual  incetiu);  of  the  Srate 
Pioneer  Society,  held  at  Lansinjr,  February  2d,  the  eomniittt-e  of  five  historians  then 
eU'CJcd.  have  decided  to  issue  this,  their  first  general  circular. 

The  coiunilttee  desire  to  collect  such  facts  and  materials  as  will  enable  them  to 
commence  the  publication  of  a  series  of  volumes  that  may  be  entitled  "Pioneer  Col- 
lections," in  which  the  "memories  of  other  days"  may  be  preserved  in  an  authentic 
form. 

Many  reasons  might  be  adduced  why  such  a  series  of  volumes  should  be  published. 

We  would  not  only  gain  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  history  and  progress  of  our 
towns  and  counties,  but  the  volumes  would  also  prove  highly  usi-ful  to  the  State, 
as  books  of  reference,  showing  the  resources  of  our  noble  State,  and  perhaps  be 
the  means  of  turning  the  attention  of  many  good  emigrants  and  capitalists  to  our 
borders. 

The  manuscript  collections  made  by  the  Society  each  year  should  be  not  only 
large  in  number  but  also  valuable  as  to  their  accuracy  and  conciseness. 

In  order  that  the  historians  may  accomplish  their  work  in  a  systematic  and  sat- 
isfactory manner,  thty  ask  for  information  in  regard  to  the  history  of  the  towns  and 
counties  (if  onr  State,  as  follows,  viz.: 

1.  Original  niune  and  origin  of.  and  changes  of,  if  any.  to  present  time;  geograph- 
ical position:  first  settlement,  by  whom,  name,  nationality,  and  place  of  birth. 

2.  Number  of  townships  in  county,  their  names  and  origin,  and  changes,  if  any, 
to  present  time;  capital  of  county,  when  located,  and  name  of  commissioners. 

3.  Surface  of,  by  townships;  soil,  timbered  lands,  openings,  plains,  j^rairles, 
marshes,  etc.,  by  townships;  timber,  kinds  and  variety  of,  by  townships. 

4.  Produr'tions:  Animals,  including  birds,  fisjics,  insects,  and  reptiles;  vegetables, 
grains,  grasses,  cultivated  and  wild  flowers;  minerals  of  all  kinds,  and  all  other 
products  of  the  county. 

5.  Lakes,  rivers,  and  creeks:  Primary  names,  with  changes  of,  if  any.  to  present 
time;  scenes,  descriptions,  and  legends. 

0.  Cities  and  villages:  By  whom  laid  out  or  platted:  their  names,  derivation, 
and  origin,  ami  changes  of.  If  any,  to  present  time;  description  and  history  of;  num- 
bers and  jiopnlatlon  of,  at  time  of  writing. 

7.  .Manufaefures:  When  first  established,  what  kind,  by  wlioin:  nnniber.  kinds, 
and  amount  of  manufactures,  and  capital  of,  at  time  of  writing;  general  deseription. 

8.  Educallon:  Erection  of  first  school-house,  who  were  the  builders,  and  what 
were  the  materials  used;  name  of  first  teacher,  nationality,  and  place  of  birth;  num- 
ber and  grade  of  schools  and  scholars  in  school  districts,  and  their  organization, 
and  attendanee  at  pri'sent  lime;  general  observations,  Including  anecdotes. 
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9.  Churches:  First  religious  society  orgauizeil,  by  whom,  and  number  of  com- 
municants: erection  of  first  church  edifice,  of  what  materials  built;  denomination, 
name  of  first  minister,  nationality,  and  place  of  birth;  nvimber  of  denominations, 
and  number  of  communicants  at  present  time;  general  descriptions. 

10.  Societies:  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Good  Templars,  and  all  other  benevolent 
associations:  origin,  names,  and  number  of;  asylums,  hospitals,  poor-houses,  etc. 

11.  Banking  institutions:  First  bank  established,  public  and  private,  by  whom, 
name  and  nominal  capital  of  bank;  name,  nationality  and  place  of  birth  of  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  first  banks;  number  of  banks  and  amount  of  capital  at  present 
time;  names  of  banks  and  bankers  conspicuously  engaged  in  issuing  "wild-cat"^ 
money,  so-called;  incidents  and  anecdotes  connected  with  the  history  thereof;  also 
an  account  of  the  shin-plaster,  red-dog,  and  blue-pup  currency. 

12.  Postoffices:  First  postoffice,  and  description  of;  name,  nationality,  and  place 
of  birth  of  first  postmaster. 

13.  Stage  lines:    First  stage  line,  by  whom  owned;  history  and  description  of. 

14.  Railroads:  First  railroad  built,  by  whom;  first  projectors;  causes;  general 
description  and  history. 

1.5.  Courts:  First  court  established,  when  and  where  held;  territorial  jux'isdic- 
tion;  names  of  first  judges,  nationality,  and  place  of  birth;  first  attorneys;  anecdotes. 

16.  Military  organizations:  First  organization;  oflicers;  all  accounts  and  anecdotes 
of  military  affairs  in  Michigan. 

17.  Biography:  Biographical  sketches  and  anecdotes  of  early  settlers,  judges,  jus- 
tices of  tlie  peace,  attorneys,  ministers,  school-teachers,  physicians,  mechanics,  mer- 
chants, hotel-keepers,  editors,  farmers,  and  other  prominent  persons. 

15.  Indians:    History,  biography,  and  anecdotes. 

19.  Newspapers  and  periodicals:  First  newspapers,  periodicals,  and  books  pub- 
lished; when,  where,  and  by  whom  published. 

20.  Archaeological  curiosities. 

21.  Geological  formation,  including  tumuli. 

While  in  the  foi'egoing  specifications  we  have  had  special  reference  to  the  history 
of  our  towns  and  counties,  yet  we  do  not  limit  our  collection  of  facts  to  topics  of 
local  interest  only,  but  wish  also  to  receive  any  information  relating  to  the  history 
of  the  State  at  large. 

We  wish  particularly  to  collect  all  facts  relating  to  the  establishment  and  progress 
of  our  schools  and  colleges,  and  all  public  institutions. 

Let  us  remember  that  all  these  collections  have  not  only  a  State  but  a  national 
value;  that  the  office  of  our  State,  county,  district,  and  town  pioneer  societies  is  not 
so  much  for  the  purpose  of  writing  histori/  as  it  is  to  gather  together  the  proper 
materials  for  the  use  of  future  biographers  and  historians. 

We  lu-ge  the  members  of  our  State  Society,  the  members  of  all  societies,  and  all 
the  pioneers  throughout  the  State  to  work  with  vigilance  and  activity.  The  histo- 
rians of  the  State  Society  cannot  be  expected  to  make  journeys  into  the  dilferent 
parts  of  the  State  to  collect  these  facts,  and  therefore  ask  the  cooperation  of  our 
friends,  and  members  everywhere. 

Let  the  answers  to  the  inquiries  be  given  fully  and  promptly,  that  there  maj'  not 
be  any  unnecessary  delay  in  preparing  our  first  volume  for  immediate  publication. 

All  communications  should  be  sent  to  Lansing,  care  of  the  Secretarj-  of  the  So- 
ciety. • 

.7.  C.  HOLMES,  CJiainnwi,  1 
M.  H.  GOODRICH,  | 

O.  C.  COMSTOCK, 


H.  G.  WELLS,        '  f  (Committee. 

HARRIET  A.  TENNEY,    i 
Secretary.  J 
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Albert  MUler 

Witter  J.  Baxter 

Oliver  C.  Comstock. 

D.  Johnson 

U.  H.  Bin»;ham 

Randolph  Strickland 

John  X.  InKersoll 

Ephraim  Lonx.vear 

Krastus  S.  InKersoll 

\V.  \V.  Mitchell 

Ebene/.er  Lakin  Brown 

David  .Scott 

Henry  P.  Cherry 

Smith  Tooker 

Levi  Bishop 

Charles  Dickey 

Horace  Anxell 

Warren  Hopkins 

Martin  B.  Wood 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Ed^erton  Tenney 

John  C.  Holmes 

•  Alvin  N.  Hart 

Orson  H .  Look 

Henry  H.  Holt 

I.  P.  Chrisiiancy 

Gouv.  Morris 

John  J.  Bat^ley 

Auk.  C.  Baldwin 

Josiah  Turner 

Theodore  Romeyn 

Dwijf ht  May 

Louis  S.  Lo veil 

Kbene/er  S.  Eggleston 

C.  A.  Stacy 

Mrs.  Sophia  A.  Gotee  Jenny 

William  Besley 

Mrs.  Jaimette  Monell  Besley 

Charles  M.  Croswell 

(ieorjfe  W.   Win.slow 

Nathan  M.  Thomas 

Erast us  H ussey 

Thoma.s  M.  Cooley 

Alfred  L.  Millard 

Clement  E.  Weaver 

William  Weaver 

Orlando  M.  Barnes 

H.  H.  Smith 

R.  K.  Hall 

<".  A.  Lamb 

Henry  Little '. 

Ruth  Little 

Joseph  Ki.sk 

Betsey  Fisk 

Wm.  S.  Calkins 

Lyman  D.  Norrls 

Henry  M.  Cheever 

Joim  Todd 

Caroline  Hawlejr 

Charles  A.  Lull 

Wm.  R.  Mc(.'onnlck 

I^cinucl  H.  Kelcher 

N.   A.   Bal<-h 

tSherman  If  a  wley 

Jonathan  Shearer 

Curtis  Emerson 

B.  O.   Williams 

Cortland  HIIL 

Luclnda  Hill 


Pi^cK  uF  Birth. 


Town  or  VUlaKe. 


Hartland 

Sidney  Plains,  Delaware  Co.. 

Hadley,  SaratOKa  Co 

Sangertleld 

Camillus 

Dansville 

North  Castle 

Shandaken 

Victor,  Ontario  Co 

Sullivan 

Plymouth 

Covintrton 

Bethany 

Lodi 

Russell 

Londonderry 

New  Ashford 

Galen 

De  Ruyter 

Eiisex 

Salem 

West  Cornwall 

East  Bloomtield 

Camden 

Johnstown,  Montgomery  Co. 

SpringUeld 

Medina 

Sallna 

New  Haven 

Hackensack 

Sandisfleld 

Grafton 

Batavia 

Hamilton 

Auburn 

FishkiU 

Pougbkeepsle 

Newburgh 

Colerain 

Mount  Pleasant 

Selpio  (now  Ledyard) 

Attica 

Moravia 

Somerset 

Rutland 

Ira,  Cayuga  Co '. 

Malone 

New  Baltimore 

Montville 

Cambridge 

Monson 

Windsor 

Hartford 

Richland 

Covington 

Stillwater 

Wyolousing 

Mansfleld 

Windsor 

Bethlehem 

Poultney 

Athens 

Middlebury 

Colerain 

Norwich 

Concord 

VIrga 

Stone  Arabia. 


State. 


Vermont 

New  York 

Vermont 

New  York 

Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts. . 
New  York 

Vermont 

Massachusetts. . 

Connecticut 

New  York 

Vermont 

New  York 

Vermont 

New  Jersey  — 
Massachusetts. . 

Vermont 

New  York 

Massachusetts.. 

Ohio 

New  York 

Vermont 

New  York 

Connecticut 

New  York 

Massachusetts. . 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Coniiecllcut  . . . . 

Vermont 

New  York 

Vermont 

Ma.ssachusetls. . 

Vermont 

Ma-HsachuNetLs . . 
New  York 


Vmte  of  Kirth. 


May 
June 
Nov. 
Oct. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
May 
Feb. 
May 
Feb. 
April 
Oct. 
May 
Oct. 
Oct. 
April 
Sept. 
Feb. 
Sept. 
April 
Sept. 
Feb. 
April 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Feb. 
July 
Dec. 
Sept. 
Auk'. 
Sept. 
Nov. 
May 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Mar. 
May 
lOct. 
Aug. 
Jan. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Mar. 
July 
Aug. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
June 
April 
Nov. 
May 
Sept. 
Feb. 
May 
June 
Mur. 
Jan. 
May 
Aug. 
Mar. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Aug. 
Feb. 
Nov. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


1810 

1816 

1806 

1809 

1814 

18^ 

1817 

1827 

1806 

1831 

1809 

1817 

1833 

1819 

1815 

1813 

1815 

1829. 

1807 

1834 

11^ 

1804 

1830 

1831 

1812 

1809 

1832 

1817 

1811 

1810 

1822 

1816 

1825 

1818 

1812 

1810 

IH13 

I83S 

1809 

1803 

1800 

1824 

1814 

1832 

IHOO 

lN-,'4 

1809 

1806 

1799 

1797 

1800 

1810 

1810 

1814 

1825 

1832 

1794 

1798 

1809 

1822 

1809 

1809 

1820 

1796 

1810 

1810 

IHIl 

1H16 


•Died  at  Lansing,  Ingham  Co.,  Aug.  21,  1874.    fDied  at  Kalamazoo.  Kalamazoo  Co..  May  18.  1876. 
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Place  and  Date  of  First  Residence  in  Michigan. 


Flint 

Tecumseh 

Marshall 

Jackson  

Grass  Lake 

Alaiedon 

Detroit 

Alaiedon 

Faiinington 

Scio 

Schoolcraft 

Ann  Arbor 

Johnstown 

Saline 

Detroit 

Marshall 

Plymouth 

Portland 

Albion 

Bi-ushy  Prairie. 

Detroit 

Lapeer 


Cascade 

Monroe 

Frenchtown. 

Mottville 

Birmingham . 

Howell 

Detroit 

Richland 

Ionia 

Litchfield 

Tecumseh 

Auburn 

Essex 


Adrian 

Kalamazoo. . 
Schoolcraft. 

Plymouth 

Adrian 

Dexter 

Somerset 


Aurelius... 

London 

Marshall . . . 
Bloomfield. 
Comstock . 

Marengo. . . 


Lyon 

Ypsilanti.... 
Tecumseh.. 

Pontiac 

Detroit 

Pontiac 

Flint 

Jackson  

Kalamazoo. 

Detroit 

Plymouth. . . 
Detroit 


County. 


Genesee.. 
Lenawee. 
Calhoun. . 
Jackson . . 


Ingham 

Wayne 

Ingham 

Oakland 

Washtenaw. 
Kalamazoo.. 
Washtenaw. 

Barry 

Washtenaw. 

Wayne 

Calhoun 

Wayne 

Ionia 

Calhoun 

Branch 

Wayne 

Lapeer 


Kent  .. . 
Monroe. 


St.  Joseph. 

Oakland 

Livingston  . 

Wayne 

Kalamazoo. 

Ionia 

HtUsdale 

Lenawee... 

Oakland 

Clmton 


Lenawee.. . 
Kalamazoo. 


Bengal. 


Wayne 

Lenawee 

Washtenaw. 
Hillsdale 


Ingham 

Monroe 

Calhoun 

Oakland 

Kalamazoo. 


Calhoun. 


Oakland 

Washtenaw. 

Lenawee 

Oakland 

Wayne 

Oakland 

Genesee 

Jackson 

Kalamazoo. . 
Wayne 


Date. 


CUnton. 


September  22,  1830. . . . 

July  1,  1831 

1836 

1838 

May  8,  1838 

November  5,  1844 

May  4,  1837 

June,  1843 

April  24,  1825 

April,  1836 

Novembers,  1831 

September  10,  1825.... 

June  7,  1838 

1834 

June  1,  1835 

March  27,  1836 

October  15,  1835 

July,  1839 

June.  1833 

1840 

February,  1835 

November  11,  1831  .... 

May  10.  1834 

November  20,  1852  . . . . 

May  21,  1836 

November  10,  1840  . . . . 

1840 

November  12,  1837  . . . . 

April,  1840 

May,  1836 

June,  1834 

October.  1841 

July,  1837 

August.  1836 

May,  1823 

September,  1843 

1^43 

July.  1837 

September  8,  1835 

June.  1830 

October,  1824 

September.  1843 

June,  1836 

September,  1835 

1835 

June,  1837 

April,  1835 

May,  1837 

September  6.  1829. 

November  .5,  1831. 

.5,  1831.. 

May  14,  1834.. ...... 

14,  1834 

11,  1836 

June,  1828 

January  9,  1846 

April  30,  1819 

May,  1825 

3,  1831 

August  1,  1832 

January  3,  1840.... 

Augusts,  1837 

May,  1825 

1836 

11,  1836 

Novembers.  1815.. 
September  6, 1837. 
6,  1837. 


Present  Residence. 


Town. 


Bay  City 

Jonesville 

Marshall 

Jackson  City., 


St.  Johns 

Corunna 

Lansing 

Delta 

Ionia 

Schoolcraft. 

DeWitt 

Lansing 


Detroit.. 
Marshall. 
Lansing.. 


Albion 

Lansing 

Detroit 

Lansing 

Lowell 

Muskegon 

Lansing 

Monroe 

Detroit 

Pontiac 

Owosso 

Detroit 

Kalamazoo. . . . 

Ionia 

Grand  Rapids. 

Tecumseh 

Fhnt 

St.  Johns 


Adrian 

Kalamazoo . . . . 
Schoolcraft... 
Battle  Creek. 

Ann  Arbor 

Adrian 

Adrian  City. .. 


Lansing 

Jackson. . . . 
Coldwater . 
YpsUanti. . . 
Kalamazoo. 


AUegan . 


Lansing 

Grand  Rapids. 

Detroit 

Owosso 

Kalamazoo 

Bridgeport 

Bay  City 

Saginaw  City. 
Kalamazoo 


Plymouth 

East  Saginaw 

Owosso 

Bengal 


County. 


Bay. 

Hillsdale. 
Calhoun. 
Jackson. 

Chnton. 

Shiawa.ssee. 

Ingham. 

Eaton. 

Ionia. 

Kalamazoo. 

Clinton. 

Ingham. 

Wayne. 

Calhoun. 

Ingham. 

Calhoun. 

Ingham. 

Wayne. 

Ingham. 

Kent. 

Muskegon. 

Ingham. 

Monroe. 

Wayne. 

Oakland. 

Shiawassee. 

Wayne. 

Kalamazoo. 

Ionia. 

Kent. 

Lenawee. 

Genesee. 

Clinton, 

Lenawee. 
Kalamazoo. 

Calhoun. 

Washtenaw. 

Lenawee. 


Ingham. 

Jackson. 

Branch. 

Washtenaw. 

Kalamazoo. 

AUegan. 

Ingham. 

Kent. 

Wayne. 

Shiawassee. 

Kalamazoo. 

Saginaw. 

Bay. 

Saginaw. 

Kalamazoo. 

Wayne. 
Saginaw. 
Shiawassee. 
Clinton. 
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Place  of  Birth. 


Town  or  Village. 


69  Joseph  Wood 

70J.  D.  Wright 

71  E.  W.  Perry 

72  C.  C.  Darling 

73  Lilly  Cook 

74  Peter  Desnoyer 

75  A.  R.  L.  Covert , 

76  Murdock  Frazer 

77  Jo.seph  Guilhott , 

78  E.  D.  Burr 

79  Jeremy  T.  Miller 

80  John  McDermott 

81  Moses  Bartow 

82  D.  Darwin  Hughes 

&S  B.  F.  Graves 

84  Hiram  B.  Fargo 

85' Alexander  Cameron 

86;  Charles  W.  Grant 

87  James  M.  Parsons 

88  H.  Jipson 

89  Alpheus  Felch 

90  Samuel  T.  Douglass 

giHenry  A.  Shaw 

92HezeklahG.  Wells 

93  P.  B.  Loomis 

94  E.  O.  Grosvenor 

95  Daniel  S.  Pratt 

96  Addison  P.  Cook 

97  S.  L.  Morris 

98  Buel  W.  Boy nton 

99  Edwin  J.  Hulbert 

100  Frances  Newbury  Bagley. 

lOliAle.xander  B.  Copley 

102!E.  H.  Thomson 

103  Peter  White 

104jLewis  C.  Risdon 

105|Rice  A.  Beal 

106iHervev  Bartow 

107iElihu  B.  Pond 

108  Hampton  Rich 

109  C.  T.  MitcheU 

110  George  W.  Lee 

111  Chaunce V  Joslin 

112  A.  C.  McGraw 

113  James  Burns , 

114  John  K.  Boies 

1 15  James  Patrick 

ll«i Jacob  Houghton 

117  Ebene/.er  Gould 

llSJacob  H.  Little 

U9  t^.ra  D.  Lay 

120  Wm.  L.  Webber 

121  W.  H.  Chapman 

122  Whitney  Jones 

123  Thomas  W.  Westcott 

124  Danforth  Keyes 

125  S.   W.  Patterson.  M.  D 

126  John  D.  Pierce 

127  H.  A.  Goodyear 

128  Edward  1.1.  Briggs , 

l-*y  Uvckes  McLochUn 

13(1  A.   K.  Clark 

13r  William  H.  Cross 

1.32  Minos  McRoberts 

133  .\':iUianlel  I.  Danlells 

134  William  Cook 

135' John  Houston 

136  H.  A.  Hawley 

137  James  1.  David 

138  Francis  A.  Dewey 

139  T.  North 

110  Cyrus  Hewitt 

111  l'",ni)s  Xorthrup , 

1 42  J  ames  M.  Williams 


Hartford 

Stoddard 

O.xford 

Woodstock 

'Lyons 

Detroit «. 

Covert,  Seneca  Co 

I  Inverness 

Detroit 

Preston 

Hartland 

Ennis  Killen 

Porter 

;Camillus 

Gates , 

jBusti 

Deertield 

ISmlthville 

I  West  Springfield 

iMadison 

Limerick 

Wallingford 

Benson 

Steubenville 

S.  Amsterdam 

Stillwater 

Plainheld 

Berne,  Albany  Co 

Morganville 

Unity,  Waldo  Co 

Fort  Brady 

Rutland 

Champion,  Jefferson  Co. 

iKendal 

Rome 

Leroy 

Macedon 

Freetown 

Wilmington 

iShoreham 

Rock 

Greene 

Throopsville 

New  Windsor 

Moon 

Blandford 

Palmyra 

Fredonia 

I  Fleming 

Meadville 

Say brook 

Ogden 

Tolland T 

Pomfret 

Philadelphia 

i  Ash  ford 

;  Kingsbury 

;Chester 

York 

Skaneateles 

Ayreshire 

Saline 

Bethel 

Springfield 

'Sclpio 

iRome 

Clarkson 

WinHeld 

Calskill 

he  Trois  Rivers , 

!Marbleto  wn , 

IGreenfleld 

Windham 

Batavia 


State. 


New  York... 
New  Hampshire 
New  York.. . 

Vermont 

New  York. . . 

Michigan 

New  York... 

Scotland 

Michigan 

New  York. .. 

Vermont 

Ireland 

New  York... 


Massachusetts. 

New  York 

Maine 

Vermont 


Ohio 

New  York. 


Massachusetts. 
New  York 


Maine 

Michigan... 

Ohio . 

New  York. 
England. ... 
New  York. 


Vermont. .. 
New  York. 


Massachusetts. 
New  York 


Pennsylvania.... 
Connecticut  — 

New  York 

Connecticut  — 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Hampshire 
Pennsylvania..  . 

New  York 

Scotland 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

Vermont 

New  York 


Canada 

New  York. 


Date  of  Birth. 


Aug,  3, 
AprU21, 
July  10, 
July  16, 
April  21, 
June  12. 


AprU  8, 
Aug.  21, 
July  28, 


1811 
18u9 
1809 
1800 
1808 
1800 
1831 
1812 
1834 
1811 
1803 


Jan.  10, 
Feb,  1, 
Oct.  18, 
June  1, 
Sept.  29, 
Mar.  15, 
Feb,  23, 
Mar.  29, 
Sept.  28, 
Feb.  28, 
June  21, 
June  16, 
April  14, 
Jan.  26, 
June  24, 
July  16, 
July  27, 
Dec.  24, 
April  30, 
Mar.  4, 
Mar.  11, 
June  15, 
Oct.  31, 
April  25, 
Jan.  19, 
Mar.  31, 
July  15, 
Dec.  1, 
June  29, 
Oct.  24, 
June  28, 
Sept  26, 
Nov.  10, 
Dec.  6, 
Nov.  12, 
May  28, 
April  10. 
July  11. 
Dec.  6, 
July  19. 
J  an.  25. 
Mav  2, 
July  27, 
May  27, 
June  28, 
Feb.  18. 
June  30. 
July  30, 
June  26, 
Nov.  1, 
Mar.  6, 
Feb.  14, 
Mav  4, 
Mav  3, 
May  16, 
Nov.  19, 
Aug.  2, 
Feb.  25, 
Sept.  24, 
Feb.  19, 
Jan.  13, 
Sept.  2:), 


1822 

1823 

1817 

1833 

1813 

1818 

1810 

1818 

1804' 

1814 

1818 

1812 

1820 

1820 

1820 

1817 

1829 

1825 

1829 

1832 

1822 

1810 

1830 

1824 

1823 

1814 

1826 

1815 

1817 

1812 

1813 

1809 

1810 

1828 

1818 

1827 

1818 

1819 

1807 

1825 

1820 

1812 

1834 

1816 

1797 

1797 

1818 

1830 

1H14 

1810 

1807 

1804 

1808 

1818 

1824 

1816 

1814 

1811 

1814 

1808 

1813 

1816 
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Place  and  Date  of  First  Residence  in  Michigan. 


Town. 


Ann  Arbor. 

Flint 

Tuscola 

Jackson  

Saginaw — 

Detroit 

LesUe 

Detroit 


Kalamazoo .... 

Saginaw 

Detroit 

Lyon 

Belle  vue 

Battle  Creek.. 

Tecumseh 

Kalamazoo 

Lyons 

Marshall 

Grand  Rapids  . 

Monroe 

Detroit 

Eaton  Rapids  . 
Schoolcraft. . . 

Jackson . . . 

Albion 

Hillsdale 

Brooklyn 

Fenton 

Jonesville 

Fort  Brady 

White  Pigeon. 

Volinia 

Palmer 

Mackinac 

Saline 

Lima 

Plymouth 

Adrian 

Ionia 

Adrian 

Marion 

Ypsilanti 

Pontiac 

Detroit 

Hudson 

Rollin 

Detroit 

Owosso 


Ypsilanti 

Hartland 

Lan.sing 

Detroit 

Lansing 

CUnton 

FentonvUle.. 

Marshall 

Detroit 

Scio 

Dundee 

Sahne  

Tecumseh... 

Mason 

Bloomfleld.  . 

SaUne 

Fredonia 

Dover 

Trenton  

Tecumseh... 

Saline 

Marshall 

Richland 

Phelps  town , 


Washtenaw. 

Genesee 

Tuscola 

Jackson 

Saginaw  — 

Wayne 

Ingham 

Wayne 


County. 


Kalamazoo.. 

Saginaw 

Wayne 

Oakland 

Eaton 

Calhoun 

Lenawee 

Kalamazoo. . 

Ionia 

Calhoun 

Kent 

Monroe 

Wayne 

Eaton 

Kalamazoo. . 

Jackson 

Calhoun 

Hillsdale  — 

Jackson 

Genesee 

Hillsdale  — 
Chippewa. .. 
St.  Joseph.. 

Cass 

St.  Clair.... 

Mackinac 

Washtenaw. 


Wayne 

Lenawee 

Ionia 

Lenawee.. .. 
Livingston  . . 
Washtenaw. 

Oakland 

Wayne 

Lenawee 


Wayne 

Shiawassee. 


Washtenaw. 
Livingston  . . 

Ingham 

Wayne 

Ingham 

Lenawee.. .. 

Genesee 

Calhoun 

Wayne 

Washtenaw. 

Monroe 

Washtenaw. 
Lenawee.. .. 

Ingham 

Oakland 

Washtenaw. 

Calhoun 

Lenawee 

Wayne 

Lenawee 

Washtenaw. 

Calhoun 

Kalamazoo. . 
Ingham 


Date. 


1834 

October  8.  1835 

December  30,  1836. 

June  5,  1832 

November,  1831.... 

April  21.  1800 

November,  1837 

April  1,  1834 

April  8,  1834 

May,  1837 

October,  1836 

May,  1840 

1832 
September,  1840... 

May,  1843 

May  10,  

October,  1834 

April,  1838 

June,  1834 

November,  1838.... 

July,  1833 

May,  1837 

October.  1842 

July  20,  1833 

1842 

August.  1840 

October  20,  1845... 

August  16,  1838 

March  11,  1837 

March,  1845 

April,  1829 

1835 

June  30,  1833 

June,  1832 

June,  1844 

May,  1829 

October,  1833 

June.  1825 

April,  1835 

July,  1837 

September,  1838... 

May,  1836 

May,  1837 

June,  1830 

May,  1834 

November,  1845 

July,  1841 

May,  1842 

December,  1837.... 

1849 

October,  1833 

June,  1836 

May,  1848 

August,  1839 

October  2,  1849 

August,  1836 

1836 

July,  1831 

October.  1838 

May,  1834 

September,  1849... 

April,  1837 

September,  1826... 

June,  1837 

July,  1830 

October,  1831 

November,  1833... 

June,  1834 

August,  1842 

October,  1829 

June,  1836 

October,  18X5 

June,  1830 

April,  1839 


Present  Residence. 


Town. 


St.  Johns 

FUnt 

Tuscola 

Lansing 

Bridgeport  — 

Detroit. 

Leslie 

Saginaw 

Lansing 

Bay  City 

Westphalia . . . 
Grand  Rapids. 
Battle  Creek.. 

Greenville 

Kalamazoo 

East  Saginaw 

Marshall 

BUssfleld 

Ann  Arbor. . . . 

Grosse  Isle 

Eaton  Rapids. 
Kalamazoo  — 

Jackson 

Jonesville 

Hillsdale 

Brooklyn 

Grand  Haven. 

Houghton 

Detroit 

Decatur 

Flint 

Marquette 

Ann  Arbor 

Portland 

Ann  Arbor. . . . 

Ionia 

Hillsdale 

Ypsilanti 

Detroit 

Hudson 

RoUin 

Michigamme . . 

Owosso 

Bay  City 

Ypsilanti 

East  Saginaw 
Lansing 

Clinton 

YpsQanti 

Hastings 

Grand  Rapids. 

Petersburg 

Sahne 

Centre  ville 

Mason 

Wacousta 

Homer 

Marshall 

Mason 

Ecorse 

('ambridge  — 

Vassar 

Lansing 

Vevay 

WilUamston. . . 


County. 


CUnton. 

Genesee. 

Tuscola. 

Ingham. 

Saginaw. 

Wayne. 

Ingham. 

Saginaw. 

Ingham. 
Bay. 

Clinton. 

Kent. 

Calhoun. 

Montcalm. 

Kalamazoo. 

Saginaw. 

Calhoun. 

Lenawee. 

Washtenaw. 

Wayne. 

Eaton. 

Kalamazoo. 

Jackson. 

Hillsdale. 

Jackson. 
Ottawa. 

Houghton. 

Wayne. 

Van  Buren. 

Genesee. 

Marquette. 

Washtenaw. 

Ionia. 

Washtenaw. 

Ionia. 

Hillsdale. 

Washtenaw. 

Wayne. 

Lenawee. 

Marquette. 

Shiawasse^e. 

Bay. 

Washtenaw. 

Saginaw. 

Ingham. 


Lenawee. 
Washtenaw. 

Barry. 

Kent. 

Monroe. 

Washtenaw. 

St.  Joseph. 

Ingham. 

Clinton. 

Calhoun. 

Ingham. 

Wayne. 

Lenawee. 

Tuscola. 

Ingham. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  STATE 


NAMES. 


Place  of  Birth. 


Town  or  Village. 


State. 


Date  of  Birth. 


143  James  W.  King.. 

144i  A.  Harrison 

14.T  Henry  Bishop 

146  \Vm.  Buir. 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 


Amos  D.  Allen 

George  Sutton 

H.  B.  Shank 

P.  H.  Budlong 

Charles  H.  Dewey. 
152  Charles  A.  Chapin. 

15.3,  AUen  Campbell 

154jJ.  S.  Curtis 

looi  Jame.s  S.  Craig 

1.t6  Alfred  A.  Dwight. . 

157  --  -    - 

1.t8 

159 

160 

161 


Frank  S.  Packard 

•  Myron  Harris 

Samuel  Walker 

Edwin  Jerome 

F.  H.  Rexford • 

lei'Edward  DulTv 

163  John  Walker 

164  Jacob  Leman 

165  O.  N.  Gidding.s 

166  Enos  T.  Lovell 

1671  John  Van  Vleck 

1(58  John  M.  Edwards 

169  Henry  Gilbert 

170  Frederick  W.  Curtenius 

171  Jonathan  Parsons 

17:i  Stephen  S.  Cobb 

1731  Allen  Potter 

174  William  G.  Dewing 

175  WilUam  A.  Wood 

176  Moses  Kingsley 

177  Milo  W.  Barrows 

178  Israel  Kellogg 

179  *Irene  L.  Kellogg 

180  Caleb  Sweetland 
181 
182 


Suffleld 

Williamstown 

Fontmill 

Wooster,  Wayne  Co 

Chester,  Windsor  Co 

0.\ford,  Warren  Co 

Springport 

Frankfort 

Concord 

Ogdensburg 

Aberdeen 

Prattsville 

Ticonderoga 

Thompson 

Yorkshire 

Pme  Plains 

Fredonia 

Near  Batavia 

Smyrna 

Castellaney 

Deertield.  Oneida  Co 

Little  Britain.  Orange  Co. 

Beekman,  Dutchess  Co 

Grafton,  Windham  Co 

Day.  Saratoga  Co 

Northampton 

Gorham,  Ontario  Co 

New  York  City 

West  Springfield 

SpringHeld,  Windsor  Co. . . 

Galway.  Saratoga  Co 

Burnham,  Norfolk 

Rochester,  Monroe  Co 

Brighton,  Middlesex  Co... 


Connecticut I  July 

Massachusetts..  JMay 

England Nov. 

Ohio Jan. 

Vermont May 

New  Jersey Feb. 

May 

New  York May 

New  Hampshire  July 

New  York Aug. 

Scotland Xov. 

New  York May 

Dec 

Connecticut Mar. 

New  York Feb. 

Mar. 

June 

Dec. 

lAug. 

Ireland Dec. 

New  York ,May 

"     lApril 

"     Feb. 

Vermont [June 

New  York Aug. 

Massachusetts. .  June 

New  York April 

"     iSept. 

Massachusetts.  ,Oct. 

Vermont ,  April 

New  York ;Oct. 

England iMay 

New  York Mar. 

Massachusetts. 

Vermont 

York 


Bridport,  Addison  Co 

New  Canaan New 

Warren.  Herkimer  Co j     "         '•     .. 

Cazeiiovia "         "     .. 

Charles  H.  Hurd Killing  worth '  Connecticut 

Horace  M.  Peck VVatertown 


May 
Feb. 
April, 


183  Charles  S.  May Sandistield Massachusetts 

184  Charles  L.  Cobb Springfield j  Vermont.. 

185  t Alfred  Thomas jLedyard.  Cayuga  Co |New  York 

186  Samuel  C.  Ransom I  West  Townshend Vermont.. 

187  John  W.  Breese Laurens,  Otsego  Co New  York 

188  Germain  H.  Mason Rutland Vermont iAug. 

189  Alexander  Buell |  Killing  worth ;  Connecticut !Dec 


Feb. 
..  Aug. 
Mar. 
Aug. 
Jan. 
Dec. 
April 


190  Uriah  Upjohn. 

191  MHria  Upjohn. 

192  Jesse  Earl 

193Roswell  May 

194  Celestia  E.  May 

195lDanielT.  Fox 

196  Martin  Wilson 

197|Marv  Wilson 

1P8|  Asa  Fitch 

199|Mrs.  Asa  Fitch 

200  I.saac  MolTalt 

20l'Amariah  T.  Prouty 

202:Charles  E.  Stuart 

203  Sophia  S.  Stuart 

204  Lucius  L.  Clark 

205  Surah  Jane  Clark 

206  John  Baker 

207  Bradley  S.  Williams 

208  Philo  Vradenburg 

209'rh()masC.  Brownell 

210  ( leorge  Patterson 

211  Hiram  Arnold 

212  F.  K.  Woodward 

213  Sophia  A.  Smith  Williams. 

214  Thomas  W.  Merrill 

215  J.  D.  Corey 

216  William  A.  Clark 


Romney  Glamergan Wales. 


Benton.  Ontario  Co N6w  York. .   . . 

Sheffield iMassachusetts. 

Sandistield | 

Ballston .New  York 

Norwich , 

Weslford 

.Salem 

New  Hartford 

SprlngUeld 

Langdon 

Canaan  Corners 

Fort  Ann 

Hawley 

Hln.sdale 

Westhampton 

Genesee  Co 

Dover,  Dutchess  Co 

Sherburn 

Frederick  County 

BrownvlUe 

MlUbury 

Marcellus.- New  York 

Sedgwick Maine 

Otlsco (New  York 

Ballston  Spa "         " 


Sept. 

May 
June 
Nov. 
Jan. 

Massachusetts. .  Nov. 

New  York Sept. 

"    iJune 

"     Oct. 

'•         "     June 

New  Hampshire  Sept. 

New  York Nov. 

•     iMar. 

Massachusetts..  Nov. 
Aug. 
Nov. 
April 
Jan. 
April 
Mar. 
July 
June 


New  York. 


Virginia 

New  York 

Ma,ssachuselts. 


Feb. 
April 
Sept. 


12 

1807 

14 

1802 

23 

1813 

L'3 

1815 

19 

1815 

17 

1810 

31 

1820 

28 

1821 

25 

1823 

1 

18,30 

.T 

1817 

16 

1823 

2 

1823 

27 

1815 

10 

1838 

•> 

1820 

11 

1841 

24 

1805 

17 

1814 

■>•> 

18.39 

12 

1818 

8 

1815 

21 

1814 

•»> 

1821 

28 

1812 

.)0 

1820 

12, 

1810 

30 

1806 

7, 

1820 

10, 

1821 

2, 

1818 

17, 

1809 

26, 

1828 

•■', 

1810 

16, 

1822 

24, 

1798 

1802 

3, 

1802 

8, 

1811 

7, 

1814 

•M 

1830 

4, 

1826 

20, 

1811 

23, 

1810 

tj7, 

1819 

7, 

1832 

17, 

1810 

7, 

1812 

8, 

1812 

20, 

1799 

20. 

1800 

1, 

1816 

28, 

1794 

29, 

1797 

6. 

1788 

2ft. 

1790 

23, 

1791 

24, 

1802 

2ft. 

1810 

22. 

1812 

29, 

1816 

11, 

1820 

20, 

1840 

26, 

1815 

1. 

1806 

26, 

1812 

7, 

1803 

14, 

1808 

19, 

1813 

1815 

1«, 

1802 

17, 

IBIfl 

9. 

1821 

*  Died  at  Kalamazoo,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  March  31,  1875.    t  Died  at  Kulama/oo,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  1875. 
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Place  and  date  of  First  Residence  in  Michigan. 


Town. 


Tecumseh 

Blissfleld 

New  Buffalo 

Schoolcraft 

Northfleld.. !.".'.".". 

Lansing 

Eckford  

Tecumseh 

Ann  Arbor 

Groveland 

Royal  Oak 

Detroit 

Sturgis 

Tallmadge 

Detroit 

YpsilantL 

Ann  Arbor 

Kalamazoo 

Spring  Arbor 

Charleston 

Climax 

Homer 

Kalamazoo 

White  Pigeon  — 

Kalamazoo 

Marshall 

Schoolcraft 

Adrian 

Kalamazoo 

Marshall 

Webster 

Kalamazoo 

Watervliet 

Portage  

Oshtemo 

Richland 

Kalamazoo 

Mendon 

Kalamazoo 

Richland 

Comstock 

Richland 

Wright.. !'..'.'.'..'.".'. 
Detroit 

Kalamazoo 

Kalamazoo 

Oshtemo 

Prairie  Ronde 

Kalamazoo 

Kalamazoo 

Pontiac 

Ann  Arbor 

Lodi 

Biighton 

12 


County. 


Lenawee. 


Berrien 

Kalamazoo. 


Washtenaw. 

Ingham 

Calhoun 

Lenawee. . .. 
Washtenaw. 
Oaldand 


Wayne. 


St.  Joseph . 

Ottawa 

Wayne 


Washtenaw. 


Kalamazoo. 
Jackson. .. . 
Kalamazoo. 


Calhoun 

Kalamazoo.. 
St.  Joseph.. 
Kalamazoo. . 

Calhoun 

Kalamazoo. . 
Lenawee. . . . 
Kalamazoo. . 

Calhoun 

Washtenaw. 
Kalamazoo. . 
Berrien 


Kalamazoo. 


St.  Joseph. 
Kalamazoo. 


HiUsdale , 
Wayne... 


Kalamazoo. 


Berrien 

Kalamazoo. 


Oakland 

Washtenaw. 

Livingston . . 


Date. 


June,  1833 

August,  182f) 

April,  1835 

March  4,  1829 

June  24,  1837 

June  30,  1830 

May,  1848 

August,  1834 

December,  1829 

June,  1833 

July,  1847 

June  20 

November  20 

October  30,  1833.... 

1840 

August.  1839 

September,  1855  . . . 

October,  1828 

June  7,  1837 

June  8,  1851 

May  20,  1836 

May  11,  1835 

June  23,  1836 

May  7,  1835 

January  21,  1835 

May  1,  1848......... 

June  21,  1834 

June  24,  1835 

October,  1835 

September  .5,  1842. . 

May  25,  1838 

January  1,  1836 

May,  1836 

August  13,  1830 

October  6.  1836 

April  15,  1836 

July  20,  1838 

May  19,  1831 

August  15,  1835 

Mav20,  1838 

June,  1834 

July  .5,  1845 

June  1,  1837 

June  12,  1833 

September,  1845 

October  16,  1845.... 
November  28.  1834. 
June  15,  1832 

1835 

May  24,  1832 

June  15,  1834 

15 

October  19,  1845 

August.  1838 

April,  1840 

September,  1837.  .. 
1837.... 

July,  1836 

June  24,  1835 

21,  1835 

November,  1835 

Junes,  1839 

Julv  10,  1842 

Januarv  9,  1839 

August  25,  1835 

September  28,  1836. . 

May  21,  1843 

April  10,  1833 

July  21,  1836 

May  15,  1839 


May  23.  1829. 
May,  1833.. .. 
April,  1837. . . 


Present  Residence. 


Town. 


Lan.sing . 


Kalamazoo. . . . 
Schoolcraft. . . 

Kalamazoo 

Northfleld 

Lansing 

Marshall 

Cambridge 

Ann  Arbor 

Groveland. . .  . 
East  Saginaw. 
Detroit 


Sturgis 

Tallmadge  . 
St.  Johns. . . 

Detroit 

Ypsilanti . . . 
Ann  Arbor. 

Cooper 

Brady  

Kalamazoo. 

Climax 

Ross 

Kalamazoo. 


Richland 


Comstock. . 
Kalamazoo . 


Oshtemo . . . 
Kalamazoo. 


Owosso 

Lansing 

Manchester. 
Saginaw  — 


County. 


Ingham. 
Kalamazoo. 


Washtenaw. 

Ingham. 

Calhoun. 

Lenawee. 

Washtenaw. 

Oakland. 

Saginaw. 

Wayne. 

St.  Joseph. 

Ottawa. 

Clinton. 

Wayne. 

Washtenaw, 

Kalamazoo. 


Shiawassee. 
Ingham. 
Washtenaw. 
Saginaw. 
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IJS'l"  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  STATE 


NAMES. 


217  George  W.  Fish 

-18  Peter  Dow 

-1'.' John  Hubbard 

■-'•,•(),  \v.  Divine 

■-"•-'l  William  Hatch 

--^•jF.  J.  Little  John 

2iS  Joseph  C.  Corbus 

•---M  »Calvin  Clark 

2*iri  1a1  \v in  H.  J otyison. . . . 
^*--'6  VV.  X.  Wilder^ 


Place  or  Birth. 


Town  or  Village. 


State. 


-■27  Dr.  I.  P.    .\lger. 

-*•>  C.  P.  Dibble 

•-■ei*  \V.  H.  Brockway.. 

■SM  H.   Warner 

-'31  .Stephen  H.  Willis. 

232.1.  R   Hendryx 

•SXi  William  C.  Pringle. 

234  M \v ard  Cox 

2.35  William  Stolys 

23rt  i;.  C.  Manchester.. 
2.37  T.  W.  Fletcher..   . 

-^  .S.  Franki.sh 

2;fi»  A.  M.  Chapin 

240:d.  a.  Wiuslow.    ... 

241  Ralph  Elv 

a42|james  H.  Fellows. 

243  John  H.  Mullett. 

244 

24.5 

246 

247 

248 


M.  H.  Goodrich 

A.  L.  Williams 

Harriet  N.  Williams 

'  Geort'e  Ueeman 

I  Isaac  Carl 

219  Joab  Uigelow 

250  G.    W.  KniKht 

251  Andrew  Jackson 

2.'j2  .Samuel  L.  Smith 

25:{  William  A.  Dryer 

254 1  William  John.son 

255  S.  B.  McCracken 

25fl! Jacob  CornelL 

2.57  Charles  T.  Gorham 

•.•5X  Wm.  H.  Brown 

2.5y  Wm.  R.  McCall 

2«0A.O.  Hvde 

2«1  Ellas  Hewitt 

262  Henry  L.  Joy 

263  John  H.  Montgomery 

2«4:George  S.   Wright 

265  Leander  .Smith 

266:Charles  D.  Holmes 

287:  Lvdia  Shearer 

2881  Watson  Gillett 

2(59; Jason  C.  <;illett 

27iiJohn  Geddes 

27rjoslah  Newell 

272  C.   H.  Crane 

273  J.  D.  Williams 

274  David  Depue 

275  Randall  Boss 

276  Bel  a  Hubbard 

277|B.   F.  Bush 

27K|Titus  Dort 

27'.»  .lariiCH  M.  Shearer 

2x(i  Mrs.  J,  M.  Shearer  (Deborah  Higelow) 

:>l  William  M.   Ferry 

2X2llsrael   V.   Harris 

2Kt/,.  Chandler 

2>'l  A.  S.    Williams ■■■■ 

2K-.().   A.  Jenls«)n 

2J'i',  Mrs,   Helen  M.  Jenlson 

■-.  '  .'orge  Clark 

'iriiel  M.  Judd 

-  ■  iciwurd  Clark 

LW,  A  lex.  D.  Crane 


Kortright 

Ballingray,  Fifeshlre 

Sault  Ste.  Marie , 

Rochester 

Salem 

Lltchfleld 

Riv.  Rouge,  side  of  Barber Cr. 

Westhampton 

Granville 

Brooklyn 

Lisbon 

Skaneateles 

Morrisiown 

Glen's  Falls 

Otsego 

Fairfax 

Try  angle 

Cambridge 

Marcellus 

Scipio 

Decatur 

Market  Rai.sin    

Springfleld 

LeRoy 

Paris 

Onondaga 

Detroit 

Conway 

Concord 


Wheeler 

Mt.  Vernon 

GuUford 

Litchfield 

Farmington 

Algonac 

Cazenovia 

Cornwall 

Pontiac 

Poughkeepsle 

Danbury 

Preston 

Clarkson  

Li.sle 

Byron 

Ludlow  ville 

Lodi • 

Rome 

Haddam 

West  Boyleston 

AshUeld 

Seneca 

CaLskill 

Londonderry 

Tompkins 

Penn  Yan 

Sempronius 

Romulus 

Westmoreland 

Hamilton 

Brighton 

Brldport 

Coleraln 

Peru  

MIchlllmacklnac 

Pine  I'lains,  Dutchess  Co 

Bedford 

Say  l)rook 

Waterlown 

Pompey 

Cat.sklli 

MayHeld 

Derby 

Ment/. 


New  York... 

Scotland 

Michigan 

New  York. .. 


Michigan 

Massachusetts. 
New  York 


Date  of  Itlrth. 


Vermont.. 
New  York 


Vermont. 


New  York. 


Feb. 

April 

Jan. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Jan. 

July 

June 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Nov. 

May 

"     July 

••     April 

Michigan J  une 

Massachusetts..  Jan. 
..[July 


England 

Massachusetts 
New  York 


July 
Feb. 
Oct. 
Aug. 

July 

Oct. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

April 

Aug. 


New  York. 

Maine 

Vermont... 
New  York. 


Mar. 

Aug. 

Oct. 

Aug. 

Nov. 

Michigan June 

New  York Mar. 

Canada July 

Michigan iSepi. 

New  York [Nov. 

Connecticut [May 

....  Dec. 
New  York June 


July 
Jan. 

Aug. 
Jan. 

Connecticut Aug. 

Mas.sachusetts.   IJuly 
..Mar. 

New  York iMav 

•     iJuliy 

Pennsylvania...  .i 
New  York. 


Sept. 

Nov. 

May 

Feb. 

June 

April 

Jan. 

Vermont June 

Massachusetts. .  I  April 

Vermont I     •■ 

Michigan July 

New   York April 

New  Hampshire  Dee. 

Connecticut .Sept. 

New  York MaV 

Nov 
Mar 

Ohio 

Connecticut 
New  York.. 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Oct. 


•Died  at  Marshall,  Calhoun  Co..  June  4,  1877. 
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Place  and  Date  of  First  Residence  in  Michigan. 


Present  Residence. 


Town. 


Flint 

Orchard  Lake 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  - 

Eureka 

Homer 

Allegan 


Homer 

Brooklyn.. . 
Eckford ... 

Quincy 

Marshall. . . 

Dexter 

Coldwater. 

Albion 

Marshall  — 


Battle  Creek. . 

Burlington 

Battle  Creek. . 
Brownstown.. , 

Detroit 

Vevay 

Clinton 

Ronald 

Plymouth 

Detroit 

Ann  Arbor 

Detroit 


Lyndon 

Meridian 

Concord 

Eaton  Rapids . 

Plymouth 

Algonac 

White  Oak.... 

Marshall 

Pontiac 

UnadtUa 

Marshall 


Leonidas. 

MarshaU . . 


Albion . 
Saline . 


YpsUanti 

Ann  Arbor. 
Ypsilanti 


Webster 

Pittsfleld 

YpsUanti 

Springwells . 
Shiawassee  . 

Detroit 

Bunker  Hill . 


Tallmadge. 


Detroit 

Adrian 

Brownstown. 

Waterford 

Ann  Arbor... 


County. 


Genesee. . . 
Oakland. .. 
Chippewa. 
Montcalm. 
Calhoun. .. 
AUegan 


Calhoun 

Jackson 

Calhoun 

Branch 

CaUi(|un 

Washtenaw. 

Branch 

Calhoun 


Wayne. 


Ingham. . . 
Lenawee. 

Ionia 

Wayne... 


Washtenaw. 
Wayne 


Washtenaw. 

Ingham 

Jackson. . . .. 

Eaton 

Wayne 

St.  Clair.... 

Ingham 

Calhoun 

Oakland 

Livingston . . 
Calhoun 


St.  Joseph. 
Calhoun 


Washtenaw. 


W  ayne 

Shiawassee. 

Wayne 

Ingham 


Ottawa. 


Wayne 

Lenawee 

Wayne 

Oaldand 

Washtenaw. 


Date. 


Town. 


May,  1838 

September,  1830.... 
October  12,  1834  . . . . 
September  21,  1843. 

April,  1850 

June,  1836 

October  11,  1794.... 

October,  1835 

April,  1836 

October  20,  1832  . . . . 
September  3,  1836.. 

1835 

1831 

April  5,  1830 

June  20,  1835 

October,  1839 

December,  1836 

September  5.  1839.. 

October  20,  1837 

April,  1836 

May  20,  1824 

"      19,  1832 

January  1.  1843 

May  19,  1838 

November  20,  1846. . 

October  6,  1826 

June  11,  1825 

September,  1827 

November,  1815 


November,  1836 

September.  1843.... 

April,  1836 

October,  1839 

1830 

June  25,  1830 

October  20,  1836 

1836 

September  30,  1824. 

May  2 

April.  1836 

March,  1836 

September  10,  1833. 

June  20,  1838 

November,  1844 

March,  1850 

October,  1835 

January,  1835 

November,  1840 

June  5,  1833 

October  30 

1829 

March,  1834 

June,  1825 

November,  1833 

January,  1837 

AprU,  1828 

May,  1836 

October,  1833 

May,  1835 

June,  1840 

April,  1849 


1836 

July  8,  1824 

February,  1837. 


1836 

August  28,  1846 

1840 

July,  1819...' 

May  3,  1828 

1827 

November  24,  1827. 


Flint 

Orchard  Lake . 

Detroit 

Eureka 

Homer 

AUegan 

Girard 

MarshaU 

Albion 

MarshaU 

Coldwater 

Marshall 

Albion 

Coldwater 

Albion 

Decatur.* 

Marshall 

Battle  Creek... 

Newton 

Emmet 

CentreviUe 

Eden 

St.  Joseph 

Ahna 

Manchester 

Meridian 

Ann  Arbor 

Owosso 

WiUiamston 

Meridian 

Concord 

Eaton  Rapids. . 
Lansing 

Detroit 

Lansing 

MarshaU 

Plymouth 

YpsUanti 

Ann  Arbor 

YpsUanti 

Ann  Arbor 

Pittsfleld 

Detroit 

Dearborn 

Lansing 

Grand  Haven. . 

Detroit 

Lansing 

Ecorse 

Drayton  Plains 

Ann  Arbor 

Dexter 


County. 


Genesee. 

Oakland. 

Wayne. 

Montcalm. 

Calhoun. 

AUegan. 

Branch. 

Calhoun. 


Branch. 
Calhoun. 

Branch. 
Calhoun. 
Van  Buren. 
Calhoun. 


St.  Joseph. 

Ingham. 

Berrien. 

Gratiot. 

Washtenaw 

Ingham. 

Washtenaw. 

Shiawassee. 

Ingham. 

Jackson. 

Eaton. 

Ingham. 


Wayne. 
Ingham. 
Calhoun. 


Wayne. 
Washtenaw 


Wayne. 

Ingham. 

Ottawa. 

Wayne. 

Ingham. 

Wayne. 

Oakland. 

Washtenaw. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  STATE 


NAMES. 


2«I  Mary  R  Foster. . . . 
uW  Wm.  M.  Gre{,'ory  . . 

-t<3  Dii vicl  Clarkson 

294  Horace  Ciirpenter. 
29.T  Cornelius  Gillespie. 

2J«  Eri  L.  Hrainard 

297  Koswell  Preston. . . 
•,•98  John  J.  Robinson.. 
-•99  Jacob  H.  Hicks.   .. 

300'Wm.  A.  Jones 

:«rWni.  A.  Howard... 

:i02F.  M.  Holloway 

303  J.  Webster  Childs. 


Pu*(:e  of  Uiuth. 


Town  or  Village. 


Marcellus 

Sand  Lake.. 
Summerville 

Groton  

A  rgyle 

Rush 

Hampton 

Phelps 

Fayette 

New  Lisbon 
Hinesburgh.. 

Bristol 

Henniker 


State. 


New  York June 

Mar. 
New  Jersey 
New  York.. 


Connecticut . 
New  York... 


Vermont... 
ew  York. 


e 


Date  of  Birth. 


Dec. 
July 
Aug. 
Oct. 
Auk. 
July 
Oct. 
A  pril 
Jan. 
^ew  Hampshire  June 


2.  1825 
23,  1804 
U,  1817 

1.  1805 
9.  1800 

21,  1821 

2.  1804 
13.  1824 

3.  1824 
2.  1811 
8.  1813 

18.  1H15 
16,  1826 
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Place  and  Date  of  First  Residence  in  Michigan. 


Ann  Arbor. 

Saline 

Plymouth. . . 
Ann  Arbor.. 
Stockbridge 

Saline 

Pittsfield  . . . . 

Sharon 

Lodi 

Dexter 

Detroit 

Whiteford. . 
Augusta 


County. 


Washtenaw 

Wayne 

Washtenaw 
Livingston  , 
Washtenaw 

Wayne 

Monroe , 

Washtenaw, 


Date. 


June,  1826 

November  23,  1833 
May  18,  1831 

'■     12.1826 

April  14 

October,  1841 

June  3,  1832 

October.  1843 

May,  1850 

July  10,  1833 

April  12,  1840 

••      10,  1833 

September  30,  1848 


Present  Residence. 


Town. 


Ann  Arbor.. . 

Saline 

Northville 

Ann  Arbor... 

Saline 

Pittsfield.  ... 
Manchester. . 
Ann  Arbor. . . 

Dexter 

Grand  Rapids, 

Hillsdale 

Ypsilanti 


County. 


Washtenaw. 


Wayne. 
Washtenaw. 


Kent. 

HUlsdale. 

Washtenaw. 


94 


PIONEER    SOCIETY     OF     MICHIGAN. 


EEPORTS  OF  COUNTIES,  TOWNS  AND  DISTRICTS. 


CHANGE  OF  NAMES  OF  COUNTIES. 

Acts  were  passed  to  organize  the  following  counties,  and  approved  at 
the  dates  annexed,  and  the  names  of  said  counties  were  changed  at  the 
dates  mentioned: 


Name. 


Aisheum .... 
Notipekago  . 
Unwattin  . . . 
Kautawaubet 
Mikenauk. . . 

Kanotin 

Negwegon.. . 
Shawono .... 
Wabassee . . . 
Meegisee .... 
Okkuddo .... 
Cheonoquet. , 
Anamickee.. 
Keskkauko. . 
Tonedagana. 
Kaykakee . . . 

Arenac 

Brown 

Bleeker 

Omeena 


Date  of  Act. 


April  1,1840 

u  u 

((  u 

11  (( 

1(  u 

((  it 

l(  il 

11  u 

U  11 

11  11 

(1  II 

II  II 

II  II 

II  11 

II  II 

il  11 

March  2,  18.31  '.'.'.. 
September  6, 1834 
March  15,  1861 . . , 
April  1,  1840 


Changed  to. 


Lake 

Mason 

Osceola 

Wexford 

Roscommon  . . . . 

Iosco 

Alcona 

Crawford 

Kalkaska 

Antim 

Otsego 

Montmorency  . . 

Alpena 

Chatrlevoix  . .'. . . 

Emmet 

Clare 

Bay 

Crawford 

Menominee 

Grand  Traverse 


Date  of  Change. 


March  8,  1843. 


February  10,  1857. 

March  19,  186.3. 
April  7,  1851. 


AISHCUM  COUNTY. 


Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
iff  an: 

Sec.  G.  That  portion  of  the  State  embraced  in  towns  17,  IS,  19,  and  20 
north,  of  ranges  11,  12,  l.*i.  and  14  west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  se[)ai*ate 
couiitv,  known  and  designated  as  tlu^  county  of  Aishcinu. 

A|»prov(*d  April  1,  1S4(I. 

lir  if  f'liarfrti  bj/  ihc  Srtiatr  mid  Ifuiisr  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
ii/iiii.  TliJil  the  iiiiinc  of  llic  »(»iMity  of  Aislicnni.  as  now  organized  by  law, 
l>e  ;iii(|  the  same  is  hereby  chiinged  let  Ihat  of  I^aUe. 

.\|.|.n.\e(|    Maich  S.  1H4.3. 
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ALCONA  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  Htate  of  Michigan  enact.  That  the  county 
of  Alcona  shall  be  detached  from  the  county  of  Alpena  and  organized  into 
a  separate  county,  to  be  known  as  the  county  of  Alcona;  and  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all  Hie  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties  in  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  election  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  next, 
the  several  county  officers  of  said  county-  of  Alcona  shall  be  elected.  Such 
election  of  such  officers,  and  the  canvass  thereof,  shall  be  conducted  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law:  Prorided,  That  the  county  canvass  of 
such  election  shall  be  held  at  the  office  of  the  township  clerk  of  the  town- 
ship of  Harrisville  on  the  Monday  next  succeeding  such  election;  and  the 
officers  so  elected  shall  qualify  and  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices  on  or  before  the  loth  day  of  April  next^  and  that  their  several 
terms  of  office  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1871. 

Sec.  3.  The  county-seat  of  said  county  is  hereby  located  in.  the  village 
of  Harrisville,  in  said  county,  for  the  time  being,  and  the  same  shall  so 
remain  located  until  removed  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county, 
pursuant  to  law;  and  the  county  clerk  shall  provide  a  suitable  seal  and 
all  necessary  books  for  the  use  of  the  circuit  court  for  said  county;  and 
the  sheriff  shall  XJ iodide  a  suitable  place  for  holding  said  court,  at  the 
expense  of  said  county,  until  a  suitable  place  for  holding  such  court 
is  provided  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county. 

Sec.  4.  Said  county  shall  comprise  part  of  the  representative  district 
now  composed  of  the  counties  of  Isabella,  Midland,  Iosco,  and  Alpena, 
with  the  unorganized  counties  attached,  and  shall  be  attached  to  the 
twenty-seventh  senatorial  district  and  to  the  sixth  congressional  district, 
and  to  the  tenth  judicial  circuit;  and  the  judge  of  said  circuit  court  shall 
fix  the  time  for  holding  such  court  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next.  The  sheriff  and  county  clerk  of  said  county  shall  designate,  in 
writing,  the  place  where  said  circuit  court  shall  be  held,  and  such  desig- 
nation shall  be  filed  with  said  clerk,  and  the  same  shall  remain  so  fixed 
until  changed  by  said  board  of  supervisors. 

Sec.  5.  The  unorganized  county  of  Oscoda  is  hereby  detatched  from 
said  county  of  Alpena,  and  attached  to  the  said  county  of  Alcona,  for 
judicial  and  other  purposes. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  deeds  for  said  county 
of  Alcona,  w^hen  elected,  to  procure,  maintain,  and  keep  in  his  office  two 
sets  of  books  for  the  records  of  deeds,  mortgages,  and  other  instruments 
affecting  the  title  of  real  estate  in  said  counties  of  Alcona  and  Oscoda, 
the  one  to  be  denominated  '^Records  for  Alcona  county,"  and  the  other 
to  be  denominated  ''Records  for  Oscoda  county;"  and  shall  register  and 
record  in  the  books  designated  "Records  for  Alcona  county"'  all  deeds, 
mortgages,  conveyances,  or  other  instruments  affecting  the  title  to  real 
estate  which  shall  be  situate  in  Alcona  county,  as  the  same  are  now- 
required  to  be  recorded  by  law.  .Vnd  all  deeds,  mortgages,  conveyances, 
or  other  instruments  affecting  the  title  to  real  estate  situate  in  Oscoda 
county,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  books  designated  as  "Records  for  Oscoda 
county."  with  the  same  effect  and  to  the  same  purj)ose  as  the  same-  are 
now  authorized  to  be  recorded  by  law. 

Sec  7.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  March  12,  1869. 
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The  county-seat  of  Alcoua  is  locatod  at  Haiiisvillo,  a  village  contain- 
ing from  800  to  1,000  inhabitants.    It  is  situated  on  Lake  Huron. 

ALLEGAN  COUNTY. 

Be  it  cnnctrd  hif  the  Tjn'ishitirr  roiiiiril  of  thr  Tcrritorif  of  Michufdih  That 
the  county  included  within  the  following  limits,  to  wit:  north  of  the  base 
line  and  south  of  the  line  between  townships  4  and  5  north;  west  of  the 
line  between  ranges  10  and  11  west  of  the  .meridian,  and  east  of  the  shore 
of  Lake  Michigan,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate 
county  by  the  name  of  Allegan. 

Approved  March  2,  1831. 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Lcf/islative  Council  of  the  Tcrritorif  of  Michigan,  That 
the  county  of  Allegan  shall  be  organized  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act^  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
])rivileges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  other  counties  in  this 
territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  the  courts  of  record,  of  Kalamazoo  county,  or  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  of  said  county,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgnuMit  and 
execution,  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due,  shall  be  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said  county  of  Allegan  had  not  been 
organized. 

Shc.  :'>.  That  the  iKtnds  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Allegan  shall  be  approved  and  received  by  the  clerk  of  said  county,  and 
be  subject  to  the  ]ieiialties  and  liabilities  prescribed  by  law,  until  a  treas- 
urer is  elected  and  (qualified. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  justices  of  the  i>eace  now  in  commission  in  said 
county,  shall  continue  to  perform  their  judicial  functions  uutjl  their 
successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Allegan  shall  be 
hohlen  on  the  second  Thursdays  next  after  the  foui-lh  Mondays  of  April 
and  October,  annually,  at  such  jdace  as  shall  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  0.  That  all  causes,  writs,  process,  and  other  matters  whatso- 
ever, pending  in  or  issued,  or  to  be  issued  before  or  on  the  third  Tues- 
day next  after  the  fourth  Monday  in  A])ril  next,  and  returnable  into 
the  said  court  on  any  day  in  any  term  thereof  heretofore  fixed  by  law,  shall 
be  continued  and  jtroceeded  in.  and  be  icturned  into  the  said  court  to.  and 
at  the  respective  and  jjrojx'r  terms  of  the  said  court  hereby  established,  as 
fully  and  ettectually  as  though  such  causes,  writs,  jirocess.  and  other 
matters  had  been  regularly  continued  to,  and  made  relninable  at,  the 
respective  aiul  jtroper  terms  of  said  couil  as  hereby  established. 

Sbo.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Allegan, 
until  public  buildings  are  erected  in  said  county,  to  provide  a  convenient 
plac<'  at  or  near  the  county-site  for  said  county  for  the  holding  of  said 
court. 

Sec.  8.     The  circuit  court  for  the  comiiy  of  Alleg.in  sliiill  l»e  held  on 

the Thursdays  next  after  the  foiiiili  Moiuhiys  of  .\j>iii  and  October, 

in  each  year. 

Sec.  11.  The  cninily  clcik  of  said  connly  of  Allegan  shall  be  ex  officio 
register  of  deeds  in  nnd  for  sniil  county  until  :i  i-egister  shall  be  elected 
according  to  law. 

Sec.  14.  This  ;icl  sliiill  take  elVcd  :in(l  be  in  force  on  and  after  the 
first  Monday  of  Se|»teniber  next. 

A  |iiiiu\  ctl  August  *_'.").  is;',.". 
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Note. — The  county  of  Milwaukee  was  organized  at  the  same  time  as 
Allegan  county. 

Allegan, — named  from  an  Indian  tribe  in  the  AUeghanies;  gmi  signifies 
lake.  Allegan,  the  county-seat  of  Allegan  county,  was  first  settled  by 
Alexander  Ely  of  Rochester.  N.  Y.  In  1836  the  Allegan  bank  was  estab- 
lished; it  was  one  of  the  wild-cat  banks  from  which  Michigan  suffered. 
The  village  was  incorporated  in  1838, 


ALPENA  COUNTY. 

AN  ACT  TO  ORGANIZE  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALPENA.  AND  TO  LOCATE  THE 

COUNTY  SEAT  THEREOF. 

Sectiox  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  the  county 
of  Alpena  shall  be  organized,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  The  county-seat  of  said  county  is  hereby  established  at  the 
village  of  Fremont,  at  the  mouth  of  Thunder  Bay  river,  in  said  county: 
Provided,  That  the  proprietors  of  lands  therein  shall  convey  to  said 
county,  for  the  exclusive  use  thereof,  for  county  buildings  and  county 
purposes,  free  of  all  charge,  the  following  described  lots^  to  wit:  two 
entire  blocks,  each  twenty-four  rods  square,  lying  between  Eighth  and 
Ninth  streets,  and  River  and  Lockwood  streets,  in  the  village  of  Fremont, 
as  surveyed  by  E.  A.  Breckenridge,  Esq.,  in  the  year  (1856)  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-six,  on  section  (22)  twenty-two,  in  town  (31)  thirty-one 
north,  of  range  (8)  eight  east,  in  said  county. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  elected,  in  said  county  of  Alpena,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  November,  (1857)  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  all  the 
several  county  officers  to  which,  by  law,  the  said  county  is  entitled;  and 
said  election  shall  in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law  for  holding  elections  for  county  and  State  officers: 
Provided,  That  the  county  officers  so  to  be  elected  shall  be  qualified,  and 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  on  the  (1)  first  Monday 
of  January,  (1858)  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and  whose  term 
of  office  will  expire  at  the  time  prescribed  by  the  general  law. 

Sec  1.  The  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county,  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  elections  from  each  township 
therein;  and  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  said  village  of  Fremont,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  after  the  election,  and  organize  by  appointing  one  of 
their  number  chairman,  and  another  secretary,  of  said  board,  and  shall 
thereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  county  can- 
vassers^ as  in  other  cases  of  elections  for  county  and  State  officers. 

Sec  5.  The  sheriff  and  county  clerk,  elected  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  designate  a  suita'ble  place  in  the  village  of  Fremont  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  said  county,  and  also  suitable  places  for  the 
several  county  offices,  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  place  designated  for 
holding  the  circuit  court;  and  they  shall  make  and  subscribe  a  certificate 
in  writing,  describing  the  several  places  designated,  which  certificate 
shall  be  filed  and  preserved  by  the  county  clerk;  and  thereafter  the 
places  thus  designated  shall  be  the  places  of  holding  the  circuit  court 
13 
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and  the  county  offices,  until  the  board  of  supervisors  provide  suitable 
accomodations  for  said  court  and  county  officers. 

Sec.  6.  The  counties  of  Alcona,  Oscoda,  Montmorency,  and  the  por- 
tion of  the  county  of  I'resque  Isle  lying  east  of  range  four  east,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  attached  to  said  county  of  Alpena  for  judicial  and 
municipal  purposes. 

Sec.  T.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  contravening  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  February  7,  1857. 

Alpena,  tlie  county-seat  of  the  county  of  that  name,  was  changed  from 
Fremont  to  Aljicna  by  act  of  the  Legislature  ajtproved  Feb.  25.  1861.  It 
is  situated  at  Thunder  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of  Thunder  Bay  river.  In 
1875  it  had  $100,000  invested  in  Alpena  fisheries. 

ANAMICKEE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  tienatc  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  24.  That  portion  of  the  State  lying  in  towns  29,  30,  31,  and  32 
north,  and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  four  and  five  east,  shall  be  laid 
off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of 
Anaiiiickc'. 

Approved  April  1.  IS-K). 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  13.  The  name  of  the  county  of  Anamickee,  as  now  organized  b^' 
law,  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Alpena. 

Approved  March  8,  1843. 

AXTIM  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  ami  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan: 
Sec.  10.     The  name  of  the  county  of  Meegisee,  as  now  organized  by 

law,  is  herebv  changed  to  that  of  Antim. 
Approved  March  8,  1843. 

A  NT  HIM  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  Thv  Peoplr  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact.  That  the  county 
of  Antnm,  consisting  of  tlie  tci-ritory  cnibraced  by  the  i)resent  county 
of  Antrim,  be  and  the  sanu'  is  organized  into  a  separate  county  by  the 
name  of  Antrim,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all  ihe 
privileges,  powers,  and  immunities  to  which,  by  law.  the  inhabitants  of 
other  organized  counties  in  this  State  ar(»  entitled. 

Si;c.  1'.  The  unorganized  (•o\inties  of  Kalkaska.  Crawford  :iihI  <)lsego 
shall  be  attached  to  t  he  s;iid  coinily  of  A  nt  liiii.  lor  iniiiiicipMl  ;iii(l  judicial 
jjur  poses. 

Sec.  G.     The  count \se;ii  nf  snid  count  vul  Antrim  slinll  be  esiabli.shed. 
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by  the  board  of  supervisors,  at  the  village  of  Elk  Rapids,  to  wit:  in  town- 
ship 29  north,  of  range  9  w-est,  and  on  sections  20  and  29. 

Sec.  7.  At  the  township  meeting  of  the  several  townships  in  said 
county,  to  be  held  on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  there  shall  be  an  election 
of  all  the  county  officers  to  whioli  the  said  county  is  entitled,  whose 
term  of  office  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1865,  and 
when  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified.  Said  election 
shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  way,  by  the  same  officers,  and  the  returns 
thereof  made  in  the  same  manner,  as  near  as  may  be,  as  is  now  required 
by  law  in  the  elections  of  county  officers  in  this  State. 

Sec.  8.  The  county  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  for  county  officers  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  election,  at  the  house  of 
Henry  H.  Noble,  at  the  village  of  Elk  Rapids,  and  said  canvass  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  same  way,  and  by  the  same  officers,  as  the  require- 
ments of  law  now^  provide  in  organized  counties,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
by  the  appointment  by  the  board  of  canvassers  of  one  of  their  own  num- 
ber to  act  as  secretary  to  said  board  of  county  canvassers. 

Sec.  9.  Said  count}'  shall  be  in  the  ninth  judicial  circuit,  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  court  therein  in  eacb  year. 

Sec.  10.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  March  11,  1863. 

Elk  Rapids,  the  county-seat  of  Antrim  county,  is  situated  on  Grand 
Traverse  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of  Elk  river,  the  outlet  of  Elk  and  Torch 
lakes.  This  town  was  changed  from  Megeezee  to  Elk  Rapids,  March  11, 
1863,  and  countv-seat  established. 


ARENAC  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territortj  of  Michujan: 

Sec.  12.  That  the  county  included  in  the  following  limits,  to  wit: 
east  of  the  line  between  ranges  2  and  3  east;  north  of  the  line  between 
townships  16  and  17  north;  south  of  the  line  between  townships  20  and  21 
north,  and  west  of  the  shores  of  Saginaw  Bay  and  Lake  Huron,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county  bv  the  name  of  Arenac. 
Approved  March  2,  1831. 

This  county  was  blotted  out  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  establishing 
the  county  of  Bay.     Act  approved  February  10,  1857. 

BAY    COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  the  follow- 
ing described  territorj^  shall  be  organized  into  a  county,  and  shall  be 
known  and  called  Bay  county,  which  territory  s^hall  comprise  all  that  part 
of  the  north  half  of  town  13  north,  range  5  east,  lying  east  of  Saginaw 
river;  the  north  half  of  town  13  north^  6  east;  also  town  14  north,  of 
ranges  3  and  4,  and  fractions  5  and  6  east;  also  town  15  north,  of  range 
3,  and  fractional  5  and  6  east;  also  town  16  north,  of  range  3,  and  frac- 
tional 4  and  5  east;  also  town  17  north,  of  range  3,  and  fractional  4  and  5 
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east;  also  town  18  north,  of  ranges  'A  and  4,  and  fractional  5,  f>  and  7  east; 
also  town  19  north,  of  ranges  :i,  4  and  5,  and  fractional  G  and  7  east;  and 
town  L'O  north,  of  ranges  ;i,  4,  5  and  (J,  and  fractional  7  east;  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  j)rivih'ges  to  which,  by 
.law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  organized  counties  of  tliis  State  are 
entitled. 

Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  Saginaw 
county,  Midland,  and  Arenac  counties,  at  the  township  meetings  to  be 
liolden  in  said  county  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  next.  At  said  election 
a  ballot-box  shall  be  kept  by  the  several  boards  of  inspectors  thereof  for 
receiving  the  votes  cast  for  or  against  the  approval  of  this  act,  and  on  the 
ballots  shall  be  written  or  juinted  "l>ay  County,  Yes"  or  "Bay  County. 
No."  and  the  said  votes  shall  be  examined,  canvassed  and  returned  in  like 
manner  with  the  votes  cast  for  State  officers,  as  near  as  may  b«'.  And  in 
case  a  majority  of  said  votes,  uj)on  the  approval  of  this  act.  shall  be  in 
favor  of  such  approval,  then  this  act  shall  take  effect  upon  the  2()th  day 
of  April,  A.  D.  1857;  but  if  a  majority  of  said  votes  shall  be  against  sucli 
approval,  then  this  act  shall  not  take  effect,  but  shall  be  void. 

Sec.  li.  There  shall  be  elected  in  said  liay  county,  if  this  act  shall  be 
approved  by  a  majority  of  the  voters,  on  the  first  Monday  of  .June  next, 
all  the  several  county  otlicers  to  which  by  law,  said  county  is  entitled; 
and  said  election  and  the  canvass  thereof,  shall,  as  far  as  })racticable,  in 
all  respects,  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for 
holding  elections  and  canvass  for  county  and  vState  oflicers:  l*roridciU 
That  the  canvass  for  said  county  shall  be  held  at  IJay  City,  in  said  county, 
at  the  office  of  the  town  clerk  of  the  townshi])  of  Ilampton.  on  Monday 
next  following  said  election:  Proiidcd,  That  the  county  officeis  so  to  be 
elected  shall  be  (lualified  and  enter  upon  tlie  duties  of  their  resi)ective 
oflBces  on  the  stM-ond  Monday  next  following  such  election,  whose  con- 
stitutional teiin  of  otfiie  will  expire  at  the  time  prescribed  by  the  gen- 
eral law. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  boaid  of  canvassers  of  said  rouniy  shall  consist  of 
one  of  the  insjiectors  of  election  from  each  townshi]),  duly  appointed  anil 
certified  l»y  said  insjtectors.  and  said  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county 
shall  organize  by  ajtpointing  one  of  their  number  chaiinian.  and  another 
secretaiy  of  said  boaid.  and  siiall  thereafter  juocced  to  dischaige  all  the 
duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  election 
of  county  and  State  officers. 

Sec.  5.  The  sheriff  and  county  clerk  of  said  cdunty,  to  be  elected  as 
I»rovided  f(u-  in  this  act.  shall  designate  a  suitalilc  jdace  in  the  township  of 
Hamilton,  in  l'>ay  City,  foi-  holding  the  circiiii  court  in  said  county,  and 
shall  so  designate  from  time  to  time,  whenever  tin*  same  may  b»>  necessary, 
until  tlw  sujteivisoi's  itf  sai<l  county  shall  locale  the  county  seal  of  said 
county;  and  such  place  so  <lesignated  shall  be  duly  certified  by  said  clerk 
and  slieriff,  an<l  filed  in  the  county  clerk's  office,  and  such  place  so  desig- 
nated shall  be  the  jdace  of  Inddiug  the  circuit  court  for  said  county. 

Sec.  r>.  The  sheriff,  county  clerk,  rc^gister  of  deeds,  county  treasurer, 
and  ju<lge  of  probate,  to  be  elected  as  pi-ovided  for  in  this  act,  shall  desig- 
nate suitable  places  in  sai«l  to\\nslii|t  of  Ilampton  (as  near  as  practicable 
to  the  place  (|esi;;iiatcd  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  said  countyl.  until 
the  seat  of  said  county  shall  be  designated  as  lu'ovided  for  in  this  act,  and 
shall  make  and  snbsciilie  a  cert  iticat«'.  in  writing,  of  such  place  so  <lesig- 
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nated  b}'  them  respectively,  describing  the  place  so  designated^  and  shall 
file  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  said  county;  and  such  place  so 
designated  shall  be  the  office  of  such  officers^  respectively,  until  others 
shall  be  designated  as  provided  for  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county  shall,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  January,  1859,  designate  and  establish  the  county-seat  of  said 
county. 

Sec  8.  Within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act^  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  by  mail  to  the  township  clerk 
of  the  township  of  Hampton  a  certified  copy  of  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  clerk  of  the  town  of  Hamp- 
ton to  notify  the  township  clerks  of  the  several  towns  in  said  county  of 
the  time  of  holding  election  for  the  officers  provided  for  in  this  act,  and 
ot  the  officers  to  be  elected,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  of  such 
election. 

Sec.  10.  The  said  Bay  county,  when  organized  as  aforesaid^  shall  be 
attached  to  the  seventh  judicial  circuit,  and  the  judge  of  said  circuit  shall 
hold  courts  in  said  county,  as  by  the  statute  in  such  cases  made  and 
provided. 

Sec.  11.  The  register  of  deeds  of  said  county,  when  elected  and  quali- 
fied, shall  have  access  to  the  books  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  deeds  in 
Saginaw  and  Midland  counties^  for  the  purpose  of  transcribing  the  same, 
and  for  his  services  in  such  transcribing  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  shall  be  allowed  by  the  supervisors  of  said  county  of  Bay. 

Sec.  12.  All  suits  j)ending  in  the  circuit  court  of  Saginaw  at  the  time 
this  act  shall  take  etfect,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  or  defendants  are  resi- 
dents of  said  Bay  county,  as  organized,  shall  continue  in  said  circuit  court 
as  though  Bay  county  had  not  been  organized. 

Sec.  13.  The  said  Bay  county  shall  be  attached  to  Saginaw  county  for 
the  purposes  of  representation,  and  shall  form  a  part  of  the  28th  sena- 
torial district,  anything  in  the  act  to  rearrange  the  senate  districts  of  this 
State  approved  February  13,  1855,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  clerk  of  the  several  town- 
ships in  said  county,  or  of  the  inspectors  of  election  thereof^  or  one  of 
them,  to  post  three  notices  of  the  same  in  three  of  the  most  public  places 
in  their  township,  also  specifying  the  place  and  hour  of  holding  such 
election. 

Sec.  15.  The  unorganized  county  of  Iosco  is  hereby  attached  to  said 
Bay  county  for  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  16.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are 
hereby  repealed. 

This  act  is  ordered  to  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  February  17,  1857. 

The  county  seat  of  Bay  county  was  changed  to  Bay  City  by  the  follow- 
ing act: 

Section  1.  The  People  of  tJie  State  of  Michif/an  enact,  That  the  name  of 
the  village  of  Lower  Saginaw,  in  the  township  of  Hampton,  county  of 
Saginaw  and  State  of  Michigan,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  changed  to 
Bay  City. 

Sec.  2.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  February  10, 1857. 

Bay  City  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  with  an  immense  lumber 
interest. 
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I5AV     COrXT'S'. 

A  HISTORICAL  SKKTCII  OF  ITS  uRdANl/.ATION.   BY  OKN.   B.   F.   PARTRIDGE. 
[Read  at  the  meetiu^  of  the  Bay  Couniy  Pioneer  Society,  Jan.  15,  1S76.] 

Till*  prcsL'iit  passinj?  evciii.s  in  a  few  ycais  hcrctiiu-  a  iiialltr  of  history, 
or  nu'iiioiy.  or  tradition.  .Mcinor.v  iiui\  ami  dot*s  fail;  tradition  founded 
on  tht'  memory  and  the  capiiee  of  the  memory,  is  more  liable  to  he  far 
from  the  facts;  and  about  the  only  safe  deposit  of  jtassinj;  events  is 
written  history,  made  by  those  who  were  actors  in  the  events  of  wliicb 
they  chronicle.  And  as  one  such,  upon  request  of  many.  I  shall  try,  un- 
biased and  unprejudiced,  to  writ<'  the  history  of  our  county  in  its  efforts 
of  organization,  and  to  its  tinal  aduiitted  consummation,  and  thence  to 
this  date. 

Of  the  first  etioits  I  only  know  in  pail,  fiom  oilins  I  -ilcan  tlie  rest. 
The  tirst  efforts  for  its  or}:;ani/.ation  were  made  in  is.j5,  when  the  Hon.  J. 
S.  liarclay,  who  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  Saginaw 
county,  in  November,  1854,  and  who  resided  in  Lower  Saginaw,  then  a 
part  of  Saginaw  county,  now  Kay  City,  luesented  a  favorable  opportunity 
for  the  scheme  and  with  ho|)e  of  success.  The  lion.  Judge  Albert  Miller 
and  the  irre|»ressibh'  l>anit'l  liiirns  (Mi-.  Hurn.'i  was  tlK'U  in  the  prime  of 
life,  with  a  bright  future  before  him,  more  .so  than  the  common  lot  of 
mauj,  were  sent  to  the  "Third  House"  for  that  purjxise;  and  two  more 
fitting  men  at  that  time,  and  at  that  juncture,  could  nor  have  been 
selected  for  such  a  mission;  but  such  was  the  opjiosition  to  the  bill  at 
that  early  and  first  effort  that,  although  the  bill  came  near  passing,  yet  it 
was  defeated  by  a  small  majority. 

The  opposition  to  the  bill  in  the  "Third  House"  was  sii(»ng,  numcious. 
and  influential.  The  indifferent  yielded  to  tlieir  influence  and  impor- 
tunities. 

At  tliis  lime  Lower  Saginaw  was  iiaidly  known.  sa\e  lo  oui-  'Miii  town'' 
neighbors  (thos<*  above  rari-oUton  bar),  and  was  tlu'ir 

BL'GBEAK    AND   COMINC;    RIVAL. 

and  East  Town  and  Saginaw  were  in  all  their  glory  and  prosperity;  and 
the  then  "Little  (Jiant,"  Lower  Saginaw,  was  struggling  f<»r  an  existence 
against  odds  that  seemed  superhuman  to  overcome,  bni  with  will  and 
«lare  to  do  it,  finally  succeed*^!. 

Also  at  that  time  the  inditVeieiii  allowed  the  ejaiins  of  its  ojjponents 
that  the  matter  was  too  premature, — "wail  and  see,"  and  if  necessary  the 
organization,  if  liereafter  it  should  be  deemed  proper,  could  be  allowed, 
.lust  as  if  a  r'n/ht  was  to  be  allmrrd.  and  not  at  once  coiicedeill  The  argu 
ment  generally  .submitted  to  by  the  indifVen-nt  an<l  urged  by  our  oppo- 
nents,— tho.se  whose  interests  oppo.scd  our  organization,  or  thought  their 
interests  were  .so  opposed,  claimed  they  could  defeat  all  sul>se«|uent  l)ills 
of  the  kind.  Tin-  elToit,  although  if  failed,  was  not  without  its  effect. 
It  brought  the  mailer  somewhat  before  the  jiublic.  and  the  indilTereiif 
(mes  began  to  iiMjuire  more  pait icularly  in  regard  to  the  same,  and  many 
of  llieiri  adiiiilled  the  jiisliie  nf  the  ilaims  for  our  oi'g;iiiizat  ion. 

THIO  SECOND  EFFORT. 

.\gaiii,  in   1S.~7,  the  Hon.  .lames   Uirney,  i\\\.   Hemy   Kaymond.  IV   F. 

I';ii-t  r  iiJL'e    and   some  nilins.   were  selected  as  a   enniinitlee  to  the  "Third 
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House,"  to  press  the  matter  of  our  organization,  and  if  possible  to  procure 
the  passage  of  an  act  for  the  same.  The  Hon.  T.  Jerome  of  Saginaw  City. 
Representative  from  Saginaw  county,  and  Henry  Ashman  from  Midland 
county,  who  were  elected  in  November,  185G,  in  that  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, both  of  whom,  as  they  undoubtedly  supposed  their  interests  de- 
manded and  their  supporters  required  of  them,  opposed  our  organization. 
They  undoubtedly  acted  conscientiously  in  their  opposition,  and  con- 
sistent wath  their  pledges  before  election,  but  I  will  say  here,  I  do  not 
know,  and  it  is  not  charged,  nor  ever  has  been  to  our  knowledge,  that 
either  of  them  did  anything  in  their  opposition  dishonorable  or  unmanly. 
I  give  them  credit  that  they  acted,  without  doubt,  as  they  thought  their 
duty  demanded.  The  Legislature  at  this  time,  one  may  say,  was  the  same 
as  unanimously  Republican,  and  those  sent  to  the  "Third  House"  to  repre- 
sent our  interest  and  organization  were  wholly  so,  we  hoping  thereby  a 
''fellow  feeling"  might  arise,  and  thereby  the  former  opposition  might 
abate  somewhat.  Such  was  the  general  effect.  After  a  great  deal  of 
effort  on  the  one  side  to  secure  our  organization,  and  on  the  other  to 
oppose  and  defeat  it,  a  compromise  was  finally  settled  upon  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  "Third  House"  and  the  members  for  Saginaw  and  Midland 
counties,  by  the  efforts  and  advice  of  the  friends  of  the  several  parties 
interested;  and  it  was  a  local  matter,  and  the  members  of  the  counties 
interested  therein  finally  approved  of  the  bill,  it  passed  the  Legislature, 
and  was  approved  by  the  Governor  February  17,  1857. 

The  territory  of  Bay  county  at  that  time  contained  but  few  voters, 
compared  to  Saginaw  county,  for  Bay  county  only  took  a  small  part  from 
Saginaw  county.  Its  largest  territory  came  from  Midland  county,  viz.: 
the  organized  county  of  Arenac,  in  which  territory  at  that  time,  aside 
from  Indians  perhaps  not  ten  voters  resided. 

THE    BEGINNING    OF    THE    STRUGGLE. 

As  long,  stormy,  and  arduous  as  the  efforts  were  to  get  the  bill  for  our 
organization  through  the  Legislature,  yet  more  difficult  and  arduous  were 
the  labors  to  firmly  defprmine  and  consummote  the  same, — that  is,  our 
sure  and  settled  organization.  Section  1  of  the  act  organizing  Bay 
county  reads  as  follows : 

That  the  following  territory  [described]  shall  be  organized  into  a  county,  and 
shall  be  known  and  called  Bay  county  [refer  to  the  act  of  organization  for  the 
description,  etc.],  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  pi-ivi- 
leges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  organized  counties  of  this  State 
are  entitled. 

The  original  act  presented,  or  to  be  presented,  to  the  Legislature  was 
drawn  by  C.  H.  Freeman,  then  and  now  of  Bay  City,  and  practicing  law. 
The  description  of  territory  was  made  by  B.  F.  Partridge,  and  had  that 
bill  passed  as  then  drawn  no  question  would  ever  have  arisen  as  to  the 
legality  of  our  organization  as  a  count}-,  but  the  opposition  to  it  was  so 
great  that  the  compromise  heretofore  spoken  of  was  effected,  and  changes 
were  necessarily  made  in  the  bill,  and  section  2  was  added,  which  became 
the  bone  of  future  contention. 

The  said  section,  when  first  added,  originally  read  at  the  commencement 
and  ending  as  follows:  "This  act  shall  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the 
electors  of  Saginaw  county,  at  the  township  meetings  to  be  holden  in  said 
county  [here  providing  how  the  vote  should  be  taken,  and  the  section 
ending],  and  in  case  a  majority  of  the  said  votes  upon  the  approval  of  this 
act  shall  be  in  favor  of  such  approval,    then  this  act  shall  take  effect  upon 
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the  L'dth  (lay  of  April.  1857;  but  if  a  majority  of  said  vote.s  shall  be  against 
such  approval,  then  this  act  shall  not  take  effect,  but  shall  be  void." 

The  honorable  member  from  Saj^inaw  county  was  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  act  should  jiass  in  this  shajte.  provided  it  was  left  to  his  con- 
stituents to  say  whether  they  should  oppose  it  or  not,  or  kill  it  and 
reliev<'  him  of  the  uu«'n viable  honoi-,  as  that  would  remove  the  contest 
from  tin-  Lej,nslature  to  his  constituents,  who  would  kill  it  at  once,  for  it 
was  well  known  that  there  would  be  ten  aj^ainst  <uie  for  the  act  if  Sajii- 
naw  county  jteojde  had  any  right  to  vote  on  the  (piestion.  Thei-efoie  the 
member  for  Saginaw  and  others  who  oi)posed  the  organization  ceased 
their  opposition  to  the  bill  in  the  Legislature,  expecting  to  kill  the  whole 
thing  at  the  polls;  but  ere  the  bill  jiassed  there  came  in  this  good  fortune 
foi-  ilay  county,  if  so  it  may  be  called.  The  member  for  Midland  county 
thought  Saginaw  county  sliouhl  not  have  all  the  honor  of  slaughtering 
in  its  embiyo  the  future  organization  of  this  county,  but  thought,  and 
perhaps  justly  so.  that  his  <-onstituents  also  should  have  a  hand  in  the 
game  of 

KILLING   THE    'LITTLE   GIANT" 

while  yet  its  nurse  was  tiying  to  dress  it  in  its  swaddling  clothes;  and 
for  such  purpose  offered  an  amendnient  to  said  section  by  adding  im- 
mediately after  the  words  "Saginaw  county"  the  words  "Midland  and 
Arenac  counties."  so  that  the  act  as  passed  reads: 

"This  act  shall  1m'  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  Saginaw  county, 
Midland  and  Ai-enac  counties,  at  the  townshiji  me<'tings  to  be  holden  in 
s(ii<l  ((Minty." 

The  said  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  as  ])rovided  for  in 
the  act.  Saginaw  and  Midland  also  voting  thereon.  In  the  territory  com- 
l)rising  Bay  county  the  vote  was  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  organiza- 
tion, there  being  2!»4  for  to  14  against;  but  in  Saginaw  and  Midland  coun- 
ties it  was  largely  against,  so  much  so  one  may  say  it  was  unanimous 
against  us. 

<Ireat  were  the  rejoicings  of  those  oiiposed  to  the  organization  ^A'  liay 
county,  especially  in  Saginaw  City,  as  the  county-seat  of  Saginaw  cctunty 
was  tiiere.  About  one  tliiid  of  the  cases  in  the  ciicuit  court  hailed  from 
this  part  «if  Saginaw  county,  and  necessarily  contributed  largely  to  their 
prosjterity,  we  having  (o  go  there  to  court  and  leave  what  little  money  we 
had  in  the  hands  of  lawyers  and  hotel-keei)ers,  and  as  court  fees,  etc.; 
and.  besides,  as  long  as  we  were  on  the  tail  of  their  kite  we  tended  to 
assist  in  their  pros|»erity  and  to  cori'esjtondingly  diminish  ours. 

A  "LOOP-HOLE." 

Mr.  Ficeman  always  claimed  that  the  a<t  only  left  the  vote  of  its  ap- 
proval to  the  voters  of  "snitl  county." — that  is.  liay  county. — and  he  now 
more  vehemently  than  ever,  as  he  saw  from  the  o|)|)osition  fiom  the  up 
towns  that  the  truthfulness  of  his  said  position  was  the  only  ju'obable 
chante  «»f  success,  set  the  same  f(Uth  as  the  only  true  construction  of  the 
act.  and  advised  an  «'lection  of  tin-  county  officers  to  take  place  as  i)ro- 
vided  in  the  act  of  organization.  .\(  cordingly  the  same  was  held  on  the 
tirsi  .Monday  of -lune.  IS.")7.  when  there  were  elected  the  following  c<ninty 
ollicers:  Sidney  S.  ('am|tliell.  .hnlge  of  Tiobate;  .lames  Watson.  Ti-eas- 
uier;  Nathan  Simons.  Sheriff;  Klijah  Catlin.  County  Clerk:  Stephen  V. 
Wi-ight.  a  young  and  promising  lawyer,  and  who  afterwards  went  t(»  the 
State  of  CalU'ornia.   when-  he  represented   liis  coniily   in    tin-  L<'gislaf  nre 


REPORTS    OF    COUNTIES,     ETC.  105 

and  liis  district  in  the  Seaate,  and  held  the  office  of  District  Attorney 
for  several  years,  and  all  with  the  highest  honors  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents, was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner;  Theodore  M.  Bligh,  a 
young  physician,  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds.  Both  of  the  last  named 
hare  passed  to  their  final  rest^  respected,  honored_,  and  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  them;  and  C.  H.  Freeman,  still  a  resident  of  Bay  City,  was  elected 
I'rosecuting  Attorney.  All  qualified  as  provided  by  the  act  of  organiza- 
tion, and  prepared  themselves  for  business  in  the  discharge  of  their  sev- 
eral offices. 

As  I  have  heretofore  said,  the  bone  of  contention  was  section  second, — 
or,  I  should  say,  its  true  construction  was  such, — and  as  the  decision  on 
the  act,  including  the  vote  of  Saginaw  and  Midland  counties,  was  largely 
against  its  a])])i-oval,  that  is.  if  the  vote  "of  Saginaw  and  Midland  coun- 
ties was  counted,  but  not  otherwise, — Saginaw  and  Midland  now 
claimed  that  the  act  was  not  "approved,"  and  that,  therefore  it  "never 
took  effect  and  was  void,"  and  claimed  jurisdiction  severally  of  that  por- 
tion of  Baj"  county  set  ott"  from  them;  and  more  especially  so  did  Saginaw 
county,  for  its  interests  were  greater,  and  in  proportion  to  the  magni- 
tude of  its  supposed  or  real  intei-ests  it  set  forth  its  claim.  It  set  the 
same  forth  and  claimed  jurisdiction  over  that  portion  of  Bay  county  taken 
oft'  as  described  in  the  act  the  same  as  if  such  act  had  never  been  passed, 
and  that  the  same  was  null  and  void,  for  it  had  failed  to  be  approved  by 
the  votes  of  Saginaw.  Midland  and  Bay  counties,  and  the  writs  from  the 
circuit  court  of  that  county  continued  to  be  issued  by  their  County  Clerk 
and  to  be  served  by  the  Sheriff  thereof,  the  same  as  if  Bay  county  did  not 
in  fact  exist,  in  all  the  territory  taken  from  Saginaw  county,  including 
that  in  Bay  county. 

A  DILEMMA. 

The  citizens  of  Bay  county  saw  the  dilemma  and  confusion  matters 
were  getting  into  on  account  of  the  conflict  of  jurisdiction^  and  many  of 
them — and  we  may  say  the  principal  of  them — advised  an  acquiescence  in 
the  claim  of  Saginaw.  And  now  allow  me  here  to  say  that  a  very  for- 
tunate thing  it  was  for  Bay  county  that  Mr.  Freeman  had  an  undying  and 
irrepressible  belief  in  his  position, — that  is,  that  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature was  to  submit  the  approval  of  the  act  to  the  electors  of  Bay  county 
only, — and  who  now,  in  this  crucial  time  of  our  existence  (for  as  a  fact 
we  did  then  exist,  although  it  may  be  it  was  in  a  doubtful  state,  yet,  as  a 
fact  nevertheless  true),  ])ut  forth  and  argued  his  position  more  vehemently 
and  persistently  than  ever  and  a  few, — and  I  believe  I  am  justified  in  say- 
ing a  very  few, — partly  to  encourage  him  and  stay  his  hands,  and  ])art]y 
because  they  saw  no  other  hope  of  success,  gave  him  encouragement,  hop- 
ing n gainst  hope  that  he  was  right,  yet  doubtful  of  the  correctness  of  his 
position,  still  willing  to  give  him  all  the  encouragement  they  could  until 
a  final  decision  of  the  Supi'eme  Court  might  settle  the  matter. 

Some  of  the  more  prominent  persons  of  the  upper  towns  who  opj»ose(l 
our  organization,  as  I  have  always  understood,  consulted  quite  a  number 
of  the  best  lawyers  of  the  State  on  the  question,  and  all  were  of  but  one 
opinion,  and  expressed  but  one,  and  that  was  that  the  vote  was  left  to 
Saginaw,  Midland,  and  Arenac  counties  (Arenac  was  then  an  unorganized 
county,  and  was  attached  to  Midland  for  judicial  purposes),  and  that  the 
vote  was  in  the  neg^ative  of  the  act  of  organization,  and  that  therefore 
the  same  was  not  "approved,"  but  was  "null  and  void." 

Thus  matters  drifted,  Avith  clash  of  jurisdiction,  and  confusion  w'as 
14 
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jr(4tinf;  woiso.  wlion  an  opiMntiinit.v  was  pn'sontod  to  test  the  question  in 
a  suit  wherein  Mr.  Freeman  was  attorney  tor  the  defendant,  and  the  Hon. 
.John  Moore,  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Sajjfinaw  county,  was  for  the 
prosecution.  For  the  opi>ortunity  so  to  test  this  question  Mr.  Freeman 
had  lonp:  been  waitinji',  and  as  lie  knew  some  sucli  case  must  come,  he 
patiently  bided  his  time,  as  I  shall  narrate  very  soon.  The  late  Hon.  Wm. 
M.  Fenton  was  associated  with  Mr.  Freeman  as  counsel,  and  when  he  was 
retained  by  the  defendant,  pronounced  at  tirst  sight,  as  all  others  had 
done,  against  the  organization  of  Bay  county;  but  when  his  attention  was 
called  more  particularly  to  the  wording  of  the  act,  and  a  few  of  the  plain 
rudimentary  principles  of  the  construction  of  statutes,  he  saw  at  once  his 
eiTor,  and  entered  into  tlie  spirit  of  the  case.  From  that  moment  Mr. 
FiTcuian  iiad  a  jxtwcrful  ;'ssistaiit.  true  and  faithful. 

ANOTHER    FLT11.E    EFFORT. 

Before  going  on  with  this  case  further.  I  will  return  to  the  winter  of 
1858,  when  there  was  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Freeman 
and  Mr.  Daniel  Burns  were  sent  to  the  ''Third  House"  of  that  short 
session  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  settling  the  organization  of  Bay 
county,  and  if  possible  to  get  the  county  definitely  and  permanently 
organized  by  the  Legislahir<\  Mr.  Jerome  of  Saginaw  and  Mr.  Ashman 
of  Midland  now  as  strongly  as  ever  oi>posed  us.  or  any  act  tending  to 
li'izali/.e  the  ofganizatifm.  They  saw  the  confusion  matters  were  in.  but 
said  it  was  all  ourselves  and  our  figuring  that  had  brought  it  about^  by 
pntrnfliiH/  to  organize  when  we  ought  not  to  have  done  so.  But  on  this 
yioint.  they  were  infoi*med,  others  dilTered  with  them,  and  as  there  were 
ditlcreuces  of  opinion,  even  if  nearly  all  were  one  way  (here  I  will  men- 
tion ilic  fnct  that  the  chairman  of  the  conimit j<m'  on  towns  and  counties 
believed  that  section  two  could  have  no  other  construction  than  such  as 
Mr.  Frcciuan  gave  to  it,  and  lu'  felt  tlie  ncc<'ssity  of  something  being  done 
in  the  niatterj,  yet  the  few  had  some  right  to  demand  respect.  This  they 
admitted,  but  still  set  themselves  against  anything  like  an  organization. 
Many  members  of  the  Legislature,  however,  after  they  were  shown  how 
matters  stood,  thought  that  if  we  were  not  a  county  we  ought  to  be  one, 
and  had  shown  ourselves  worthy  and  well  qualified  to  have  an  organiza- 
tion; but  then,  as  it  was  a  rule,  although  an  unwritten  one.  that  all  local 
matters  should  ])e  left  to  the  mcinbcrs  I'cpresciiting  tlir  district  to  be 
affected  thereby,  they  did  not  wish  to  interfere,  but  they  thought  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  settle  the  matters  that  were  in  litigation,  by  ap- 
peal or  otherwise,  and  they  were  willing  to  assist  in  such  a  way. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  towns  and  counties  was  in  favor  of 
our  organization,  and  assisted  greatly  in  getting  the  bill  thi-ough  the 
Legislature. 

LEGAL   DODGES. 

(2nite  a  nutnlier  of  suits  had  been  commenced  in  the  townshijt  of  Hamp- 
ton. Some  laid  their  venue  in  Bay  county  and  some  in  S;iginaw  county, 
just  as  the  caprice  of  the  plaintiff  might  suggest.  The  most  of  these  suits 
were  commenced  in  justice  courts,  and  in  most  ca.ses  the  defendant  in 
tlu'  case,  wheie  judgment  was  r<'ndered  against  him.  ai)pealed  to  Bay  or 
Siiginaw  connly.  knowing  liiat  if  we  w«'re  Bay  county  the  appeal  to  Sagi- 
naw conniy  would  end  the  suit,  and  ricr  rrr.sn ;  iind  the  record  shows  that 
nejiily  ail  llie  suits  were  apite;ih(l.  and  a  few  cases  had  been  coninnMiced 
in  I'.ay  county  circuit  court. 

Mr.  l-'reeni/iii  had  <aicrnllv  pic|»aie(i  ilirre  liills  liefore  lie  started  for  llie 
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''Third  House."  These  bills  were  approved  by  those  interested  for  Bay 
county,  and  it  was  understood  that  if  the  members  from  Bay  county  to 
the  ''Third  House"  could  not  get  the  one  through  that  they  wished,  then 
they  were  to  do  the  best  they  could. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  towns  and  counties  readily  approved 
bill  number  one,  that  had  been  prepared^  which  would;,  if  passed,  at  once 
settle  our  organization.  But  Messrs.  Jerome  and  Ashman  had  to  be  con- 
sulted. They  could  not  be  induced  to  be  silent,  should  either  of  these 
bills  be  offered  to  the  Legislature,  and  then  the  Governor  would  only 
recommend  such  a  bill  as  all  parties  could  agree  upon,  as  general  business 
demanded  their  attention  before  local  bills.  However  just  the  Governor 
may  have  supposed  he  was,  it  only  had  the  effect  to  give  the  members 
from  KSaginaw  and  Midland  more  power  to  kill  the  efforts  made  by  our 
members  to  the  "Third  House."  But  the  latter  went  to  work  with  a  will^ 
and  Mr.  Freeman  then  made  an  effort  to  prepare  such  a  bill  as  the  mem- 
bers from  Saginaw  and  Midland  would  not  oppose^  if  they  could  not 
approve.     So,  after  several  days,  it  was  accomplished. 

The  bill  provided  that  the  circuit  Judge  of  the  district  in  which  said 
county  of  Bay  was  situated  should  hold  court  in  Bay  City,  in  said  terri- 
tory, and  should  hear^  try,  and  determine  all  suits  commenced  in  said 
circuit  court,  in  said  territory,  and  all  appeals  to  the  same,  etc.,  with 
other  sections  confirming  jurisdiction  in  said  territory. 

A   CONSIDEKATE   GOVERNOR. 

This  bill  meeting  the  approval  of  the  members  for  Saginaw  and  Midland 
counties  was  duly  recommended  by  the  Governor  and  passed  unan- 
imously. The  Governor  had  promised  to  approve  the  bill^  but  it  having 
passed  on  Friday,  too  late  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  before  he  left 
the  capital,  he  did  not  receive  the  bill  until  the  next  week.  Messrs.  Free- 
man and  Burns  left  the  capital  for  home  ou  Saturday  evening,  well  satis- 
fied. When  the  Governor  received  the  bill  for  approval  he  saw  at  once 
its  force,  I  understand, — ^that  is,  that  the  bill  really  established  the 
organization  of  Bay  county, — and  he  sent  for  Messrs.  Jerome  and  Ash- 
man^ as  I  am  informed,  and  drew  their  attention  to  this  fact,  and  wished 
to  know  if  they  desired  him  to  approve  the  bill.  Mr.  Jerome  did  not  wish 
the  bill  approved,  and  it  was  not  approved,  although  several  other  mem- 
bers urged  the  Governor's  promise  that  the  bill  should  be  approved. 

Here  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  say  that  one  great  objection  raised  to 
our  organization  was  that  it  would  be  a  Democratic  county.  But  all 
joined  in  the  assurance  that  such  was  nothing  like  a  certainty,  and  that 
the  probability  was  that  a  Republican  member  from  Bay  county  would 
be  in  the  person  of  James  Birney,  and  Mr.  Freeman  stated  that  under  the 
circumstances  Mr.  Birney  would  be  his  choice.  But,  I  am  told,  that 
instead  of  abating  or  cooling  opposition^,  it  rather  added  to  it. 

This  was  the  last  effort  ever  made  through  the  Legislature  toward  an 
organization.  Mr.  Freeman  and  his  friends  now  saw  that  any  further 
effort  must  be  through  the  courts,  based  upon  the  act  of  1857,  and  acted 
accordingly,  and  resolved  to  fight  it  through  on  that  line,  and  the  war 
went  on. 

THE  SUPREME  COURT  APPEALED  TO. 

Mr.  Freeman  and  Mr.  Wright  arranged  a  suit  to  be  sent  up  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  for  a  decision.     But  the  suit  upon  which  the  question  was 
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finally  settled  had  been  bona  fideli/  commenced.  1  now  give  the  parties 
as  well  as  the  attorneys  in  this  suit,  and  they  were  all  interested  on  either 
side  equally  as  to  the  organization  of  Hay  county,  and  the  battle  now 
must  be  fought  on  that  line.  It  was  Bay  county  or  not  Bay  county.  All 
parties  prepared  for  action,  each  sure  of  the  case  in  his  favor. 

The  case  was  one  by  the  People.  The  late  Dr.  Dion  I>irn(  y  was  the 
comjdainant  vs.  Daniel  liurns.  IJurns  was  charged  with  jierjury,  said  to 
have  been  committed  -June  -t)th.  1S57,  at  the  townshijj  of  llampton.  The 
defendant  filed  a  i)lea  of  abatement,  alleging  "the  said  supposed  offense, 
if  any  was  committed,  was  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Bay 
county  and  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court," — meaning  the  juris- 
diction of  the  ^^aginaw  county  circuit  court.  T'j»on  this  jilea  issue  was 
taken  and  a  case  was  made  and  certified  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  was 
heard  at  the  May  term.  l-SoS.  at  Detroit.  Mr.  Freeman  had  staked  his 
reputation  as  a  lawyer  upon  the  result  of  this  suit,  and  lie  prepared  a  full 
and  exhaustive  argument  in  the  case,  and  whoever  may  read  the  same 
will  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

A  little  incident  in  the  passing  events  of  the  suit  I  feel  called  upon  to 
relate  (juite  fully,  as  it  tends  to  show  the  oijinion  of  the  legal  profession 
on  the  (juestion,  and  the  worth  and  character  of  the  late  Hon.  Wm.  M. 
Fenton  of  Flint,  perhaps  as  no  other  thing  could  do.  And  this  is  my 
apology. 

It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Freenuni  did  not  attend  the  Supreme  (.'ourt 
on  the  argument  of  this  case,  for  the  reason  that  a  few  days  before  the 
case  was  to  come  on  for  argument  Mr.  Freeman  was  confined  to  his  bed 
with  a  fever,  and  was  (juite  as  insensible  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  case 
as  old  "Kip  \'an  Winkle.''  excei)t  that  the  suit  was  uppermost  in  his  wild 
and  feverish  head.  Now,  Mrs.  Freeman  comprehended  the  situation  and 
knew  that  Mr.  Freeman  could  not  jtossibly  recover  to  be  in  Detroit  to 
argue  the  case,  so  she  sent  all  the  jiapers  in  the  case,  with  the  argument 
prepared  (in  writing),  to  Mr.  PVnton,  informing  him  of  the  situation  of 
her  husband.  Mr.  Fenton  rejdied  to  her,  "All  shall  be  attended  to."  and 
the  result  shows  that  it  was.  The  first  time  Mr.  Fenton  met  Mr.  F'reeman 
after  the  case  was  decided,  he  said  to  him  that  when  he  arrived  in  I);'troit 
several  of  the  most  ])romiiieTit  lawyers  (giving  names)  advised  him  to  <lrop 
the  suit  and  not  expose  himself  to  ridicule,  but  to  let  Freeman  alone  fall, 
etc.  He  informed  them  that  Mr.  Freeman  was  sick  and  could  not  be 
there,  and  Mrs.  Freeman  had  reciuested  him  to  see  to  the  suit,  and  he  had 
written  her  that  he  should;  that  he  was  of  their  opinion  till  his  attention 
had  been  called  to  some  of  the  words  and  language  of  the  act.  and  he 
should  soon  call  theirs  to  the  same  jtoints;  that  he  had  not  gone  far  in  the 
argument  when  it  was  concedi'd  that  his  premises  in  the  case  were  cor- 
rect. aiHl  that  when  he  had  reached  the  close  of  his  not  very  lengthy 
aigumeiit  there  was  nothing  lor  the  linn,  .luhn  Moore  to  i-ejily  to  with 
any  force. 

But  allow  me  heie  to  say  that  I  am  told  Mr.  .Moore  did  all  that  he  could 
in  the  preniis<'s. 

VICTORY    AT   LAST. 

The  case  was  submitted,  and  the  ne.xt   morning  the  court   on  opening 
gave  the  decision,  which  nuiy  be  found  comm<'ncing  on  page  111  of  .">  Mich 
igan    Reports  (1   Cooley),  sustaining   the  plea,  and   thus  dcilaring    I'.ay 
county  (Uganized. 

The  ne.M  morning  after  the  deci.sion  was  made  the  news  was  receiv<'d 
here  by  the  Detroit  boat,  that  being  the  most  reliable  and  slnu-lesl  route 
we  had.     There  was  a   route  bv  rail,  stage,  and  »anoe.  an<l  sometimes 
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Steamboat  by  the  river  in  the  seasou,  and  bv  skates  and  sleighs  on  the 
ice  of  the  river  in  its  season,  but  not  any  road  for  general  travel  nearer 
than  East  Saginaw  on  this  side  the  river  and  Zilwaukee  on  the  other. 
There  being  no  cannon  here,  and  no  military  company  with  fire-arms,  with 
which  to  sound  the  glad  tidings  of  the  reality  of  Bay  county,  the  only 
anvil  in  the  county  was  pressed  into  service;  and  such  cannonading  would 
drown^  and  did  drown,  the  sleepy  ideas  of  some  of  the  sleepy  people  of  this 
infant  city,  and  send  them  along  the  path  to  prosperity  and  to  wealth. 
The  news  brought  the  people  to  their  right  senses,  and  the  city  and  county 
have  rushed  along  the  rough  track  of  building  up,  and  burning  down, 
and  rebuilding  in  more  subsitantial  style. 

So  long  as  we  belonged  to  Saginaw  county  our  progress  was  slow.  We 
might,  we  would  grow,  and  did,  but  we  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  upper 
towns,  and  thus  the  growth  was  nothing  like  rushing  business  as  it  was 
done  up  the  river, — like  mushrooms,  soon  reaching  their  limits,  and  then! 
But  our  growth  has  been  steady,  substantial,  and  rapid,  as  predicted  by 
all  far-seeing  business  men,  and  hence  the  joy  over  our  success  was 
universal. 

As  a  city, — I  mean  Bay  Citj, — from  a  little  hamlet  on  the  Saginaw 
river,  we  have  superseded  Saginaw  City,  and  in  a  year  or  two  more  will 
be  second  to  none  in  the  Valley.  And  besides,  there  have  sprung  up  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Bay  City  the  villages  of  Salzburg,  Wenona, 
Banks,  and  Essexville,  all  lively,  thriving  places,  the  smallest  of  them 
larger  than  Bay  City  was  when  she  became  the  county-seat  of  Baj'  county, 
and  when  the  county  commenced  its  career  she  could  not  count  more  than 
1,500  inhabitants.  At  this  date  we  can  safely  count  near  30,000,  and  our 
material  and  financial  interests  have  grown  in  proportion,  and  from  two 
towns  we  have  now  seventeen  organized  in  the  county,  in  which  there  are 
found  at  this  date  at  least  twelve  villages,  besides  the  thriving  city  of 
Bay  City,  with  her  sixteen  thousand  inhabitants. 

Also,  this  county  has  grown  from  a  board  of  suj)ervisors  of  two  only 
(Judge  Campbell  and  Mr.  Willard)  to  that  of  twenty-eight  on  the  present 
board.  The  first  board  had  but  little  to  do,  and  never  disagreed  about 
the  finances  of  the  county.  They  paid  the  Prosecuting  Attorney  |50  a 
year;  now  he  is  paid  f  1.800.  Other  officers  were  paid  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. Sheritt"  Simons  moved  from  the  county,  and  his  office  became 
vacant.  The  proper  authorities  appointed  B.  F.  Partridge  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Immediately  after  this  the  Sheriff  leased  a  place  for  a  court- 
room, and  prepared  a  jail.  The  jail  occupied  the  lots  where  the  Rivet 
P>ros.'  blacksmith  shop  now  stands,  and  was  swept  away  in  the  first  great 
tire  in  Bay  City.  The  court-room  building  now  stands  as  it  did  then. 
We  now  have  a  court  house  in  which  all  can  have  a  feeling  of  just  pride, 
a  jail  second  to  none  in  the  State,  many  stately  private  residences  and 
business  places,  many  very  fine  churches,  several  large  and  elegant  hotels, 
two  fine  bridges  (one  being  rebuilt  of  iron),  several  railroads  and  fine 
depots  and  railroad  bridge,  machine-shops  and  iron  foundries,  manu 
factories,  mills,  salt  blocks  and  lumber  yards,  that  bespeak  the  cultivated 
taste  and  business  abilities  of  the  people  of  the  city  and  county,  and 
furnish  employment  for  thousands  of  people,  and  that  required  an  invest- 
ment of  an  immense  amount  of  capital.  The  banks  in  the  county  rank 
among  the  best  in  the  State.  The  farming  interests  of  the  county  have 
kept  pace  with  every  other  branch  of  business.  From  21  farms  in  Bay 
county  in  1855,  the  number  now  runs  up  to  2,600.  All  these  go  to  show 
the  thrift  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  people. 
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all  otlicis  of  rlu'  siiiiu'  miiiiboi'  of  inhabitanis  in  the  State  for  its  safctv 
fioiii  tire  and  convonienco  for  water,  usin^-  the  Lake  Huron  water  tlm)U«;h 
pipes  from  tln^  lake  to  the  city;  lier  streets  arc  beaulifullv  li^rhted  with 
fjas;  her  streets  are  finely  ]iaved,  and  her  j)arks  bcauiifnlly  laid  out  and 
ornamented;  her  street  railway  is  finely  fuinishcd,  and  seems  to  be  a  i)ay- 
ing  institution;  her  places  of  amusement  and  jmblie  library  are  of  the 
finest  class,  Westover's  opera  house  being  the  best  ]dace  of  the  kind  in 
the  valley;  and  the  numerous  vessels  and  steamers  and  tugs  in  the  harbor 
of  Bay  (Mty  at  all  times  show  her  great  commercial  advantages,  her 
custom-house  reports  and  clearances  being  greater  in  number  than  those 
of  any  other  city  in  the  whole  State,  altogether  showing  an  unmistakable 
evidence  of  prosperity  and  jiractical  business  talent  not  surpassed  by  any 
other  section  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  No  man  need  lie  ashamed  to 
register  his  name  In  hotels  in  other  cities  as  a  resident  of  "Ray  Tity. 

BARAGA    COrNTY. 

Section  1.  The  Peoph'  of  the  f^tatc  of  Michif/an  enact.  That  townships 
50,  51,  52,  and  53  north,  of  range  ao  west;  townships  47,  48.  4J»,  50,  51.  52. 
53  north,  of  range  31  west;  townships  47.  48,  49,  50.  51,  and  52  north  of 
range  32  west,  townshijts  47,  48.  40.  50.  51.  and  that  part  of  town 
52  uortli  lying  east  of  Sturgeon  river,  of  range  33  west;  that  part  of 
town  47  north,  lying  east  of  the  south  branch  of  Sturgeon  river,  townships 
48,  49,  50,  and  that  part  of  townsliips  51  and  52  north,  lying  east  of 
Sturgeon  river,  of  range  34  west;  that  part  of  toAvnships  47.  48,  49,  and 
50  noith,  lying  east  of  the  Sturgeon  river,  or  the  south  branch  thereof,  of 
range  35  west,  is  hereby  detached  from  the  county  of  IToughton.  and  is 
liereby  organized  into  a  county  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county 
of  Baraga. 

Sec,  2.  The  county-seat  of  said  county  is  hereby  established  at  the 
village  of  L'Anse. 

Sec.  3.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  bo  construed  as  conferring 
upon  the  county  of  Baraga  the  lands  belonging  to  the  county  of  Hough- 
ton, but  lying  within  said  county  of  Bai-aga.  B.ut  the  vacant  lands 
belonging  to  the  county  of  Houghton,  whether  lying  within  the  county  of 
Baiaga  or  <'lsewhere.  shall  be  appoiticmed  between  the  counties  of  Hough- 
ton and  Baraga,  in  the  same  nuinner  as  the  other  property  of  Houghton 
county  is  to  be  apportioned  under  existing  laws. 

Sec.  4,  There  shall  be  <*lecled  in  said  county  of  Baraga  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  in  the  several  townshij>s  in  said  county,  to  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  of  Ajiril.  in  the  year  1S75.  all  the  several  county  otfic(>rs  to 
which  by  law  the  said  county  is  entitled,  and  saiil  <'lectioii  shall  in  all 
res|)<'cls  be  concbuted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for 
liolding  elections  for  county  and  Stale  ollicers.  and  said  ofliceis  so  electe<l 
shall,  after  having  duly  (|ualilied  according  to  law,  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  thi'ir  respective  offices  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  following,  and  hold 
the  same  until  the  first  day  of  January.  1877.  The  county  ofiicers  of 
Houglil(»n  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and  ]»erform  all  the  duties  now 
developing  on  them,  in  the  territory  taken  fi«un  said  county  until  the 
county  ofiicers  of  I'.araga  shall  be  elected  and  ipialified. 

Sue.  5.  And  the  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county  under  this  act 
shall  consist  of  the  presiding  iiis|ieciors  of  elect  ions  fr<»m  each  township 


REPORTS    OF     COUNTIES,     ETC.  HI 

therein,  and  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  village  of  L'Ause,  in  said 
county,  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  election^  and  organize  by  appoint- 
ing one  of  their  number  chairman  and  another  secretary  of  said  board, 
and  shall  thereupon  discharge  all  duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers 
for  county  and  State  officers. 

Sec.  6.  The  said  county  of  Baraga  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction 
on  Lake  Superior  with  the  counties  contiguous  thereto,  and  shall  form  a 
part  of  the  twelfth  judicial  circuit. 

Sec.  7.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  February  19,  1875. 

L'Anse^  the  county-seat,  as  above  indicated  in  Sec.  5,  is  now  (1877)  the 
western  terminus  of  the  Marquette,  Houghton  &  Ontonagon  railroad.  It 
was  named  by  the  early  French  discoverers  L'Anse,  signifying  "the  bay." 

BARRY  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Leyislat'we  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Sec.  4.  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  lies  north  of  the  base  line,  and 
south  of  the  line  between  townships  four  and  five  north  of  the  base  line, 
west  of  the  line  between  ranges  six  and  seven  west  of  the  meridian,  and 
east  of  the  line  between  ranges  eleven  and  twelve  west  of  the  meridian, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name 
thereof  shall  be  Barry. 

Approved  October  29, 1829. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Barry  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  organized^,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties 
of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  All  suits,  prosecutions  and  other  matters  now  pending  before 
any  court  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  to  which  the 
said  county  of  Barry  is  now  attached  for  judicial  purposes,  shall  be 
prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  and  all  the  taxes  heretofore 
levied  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not 
passed. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Barry,  under  the  direction  of 
the  commissioners  of  said  county,  shall  provide  a  convenient  place  for 
holding  courts  in  said  county,,  at  or  near  the  county-seat,  until  public 
buildings  shall  be  erected. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Barry,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  April  next,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which  by  law  the 
said  county  is  entitled,  and  whose  term  of  office  shall  severally  expire  at 
the  time  the  same  would  have  expired  had  they  been  elected  on  the  first 
Monday  and  next  succeeding  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1838;  and  said 
election  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  holding  elections  for  country  and  State  officers. 

Sec.  5.  The  board  of  canvassers  in  said  county,  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  two  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  said  election  from  each  town- 
ship, and  said  board  shall  meet  on  Thursday  next  after  said  election,  at 
the  county-seat  in  said  county,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day, 
and  organize  by  the  appointment  of  one  of  their  number  chairman,  and 
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another  seoretarv  »)f  said  hoard  and  shall  thiMcnpon  i»ioeoed  to  discharp* 
all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  coiintj  canvassers  as  in  ordinary  cases  of 
elections  for  county  otticers. 

Skc.  r».  This  art  shall  take  etteit  fidiii  and  after  ilic  <late  of  the 
passa<i;e  thei-euf. 

Aijprctved  M;inli  1."),  \s:V.). 

I>Aituv. — This  county  was  named  from  William  T.  Matiy,  Postmaster 
General  of  the  I'nited  States,  in  .Jackson's  cabinet,  from  IS'JJ)  to  1.S35. 
Born  in  17S5,  died  in  1835. 

Ilastinjjs,  the  county-seat  of  Harry  county,  is  a  |>rosi)erous  city  on  the 
Thornapple  river,  in  Hastings  township.  Slocum  Hunker  w;is  the  tirst 
white  man  that  entere<l  Harry  ronnty  as  a  settler,  in  ls:*,7.  Hastin^^s  has 
fine  water  power,  and  is  well  supplied  with  clmrches.  schools,  manu- 
fact(»ries.  mills,  etc. 
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HISTORK  AI.   ADDRESS  OF   HON.    HENRY   A.   GOODYEAR   AT   HASTINGS.   JULY   4. 

Today  we  c(^lel»ratc  the  oiie-lnindredth  anniversary  of  t>ui-  country's 
independen<e.  It  is  tiltiufj;,  therefore,  that  we  take  a  cursory  fjlance  at 
the  past  to  see  wluii  <han;ies  have  lieen  made  in  that  time.  In  the  in- 
terval of  one  hundred  years  this  He]Mil)lic  was  l)i-o\i^ht  into  bein^.  .\ 
government  founded  on  the  consent  of  the  ^oveiiicd.  and  deiMMidin^'  en- 
tirely foi'  its  existence  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  j>eoph'  com- 
posing ii.  H(»w  well  this  <'Xperiment  (for  it  was  indeed  an  experiment 
then)  has  succeeded,  the  j>resent  condition  and  j^reatness  of  this  our  coun- 
try today  amply  demonstrates.  The  whole  world  then  looke<l  upon  this 
new  j^oveiiuiwnt  with  suspi<M(»ii  ;ind  derision;  now  it  views  it  with  re- 
spect ;ind  fear,  thanks  to  the  intelli;,n'nce  and  virtue  of  the  people  who 
then  and  do  now  constitute  this  noble  and  mi<;hty  country.  Time  al(»ne 
will  tell  how  \oiiii  it  is  to  last  in  tlu*  future,  and  be  an  examjde  worthy  the 
imitation  of  the  nniny  other  peojde  on  earth.  That  it  may  ever  continue, 
as  it  h"s  proven  itself  in  the  nast.  the  h:iven  of  the  opju'essed  of  all  na- 
tions and  tlie  home  of  the  brave  and  free,  doubtless  is  your  prayer,  as  I 
know  it  is  mine.  Here  the  ju'ess  and  speech  are  free.  .\11,  whether  poor 
or  rich,  to  the  iiuiikm-  born  or  from  foieij,Mi  land,  stand  e^|ual  bef(Ue  the 
law.  The  law  makes  no  distinction.  .\  ;xo\ernment  like  this,  wisely  and 
prudently  conducted,  uiusl  always  commend  itself  to  the  favorable  sup 
port  and  sympathy  (►f  an  intelli};ent  people,  and  such  ;i  ;:(»veniment  we 
have  to(hiy  t<»  comm«'n<l  to  your  (are  and  mmrdiMiiship.  Will  yctu,  my 
fellow-citizens.  |»rove  equal  to  the  task?  Well  may  you  all  rejoice  that 
your  own  beautiful  INiiinsular  State  is  a  star  in  the  brij^ht  and  jjlorious 
constellation  of  this  Iiiion.  That  she  will  ever  prove  loyal  to  it  her  jtast 
hist(U'y  is  the  only  ^'uarante*'  we  need  ;;ive.  .\  brief  review  of  our  Sliitc 
;irid  its  resources  is  siiHicient  t<»  ;,'l;iddeu  the  \\r;\\\  ;ind  raise  tlu'  ]U-ide  of 
every  thonylitfiil  citizen  iiiid  :itVord  contentment  to  all  whose  lot  and  hei-it- 
ajje  is  with  us.  Within  oiii-  boiders  are  found  every  variety  of  n^^ricul 
tural  products  known  to  the  tem|terale  cliiuiite;  these,  with  her  ri«h  de 
posits  of  gypsum,  cojiper.  and  iron,  her  almost  limitless  pine  and  hard- 
w(»od  forests,  the  lar^je  and  never  failing  belts  of  fruit  lands,  her  inex 
haustilde  salt  s|irinjrs.  her  numerous  lake.s  aboun<lin^'  with  t'lsh.  her  in 
stitutions  of  learning;,  iibove  and  over  all  her  intelli;,'eiit  and  enterprisiuji 
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people^  constitute  objects  of  pride  and  rejoicing  wortliy  any  people.  Such 
is  the  character  and  variety  of  our  resoui'ces  as  a  State,  the  intelligence 
and  indomitable  spirit  of  our  people,  that  the  whole  Peninsula  might  be 
walled  around  and  completely  shut  in  from  the  whole  outside  world,  and 
here  would  be  found  a  great  population,  happy  and  contented, — an  empire 
of  itself. 

The  great  work  of  preparing  our  State  for  its  present  prominent  and 
reliable  position  in  the  Union  required  on  the  part  of  the  early  pioneer  a 
will  that  knew  no  bending,  bravery  and  JBirmness  that  nobly  endured  the 
test  of  want  and  loneliness,  sacrifices  that  searched  every  recess  of  the 
heart,  but  withal  did  not  depress  the  spirit,  for  above  and  over  them  there 
ever  shone  a  hope  that  buoyed  them  in  the  daily  toil  of  the  forest-bound 
homes.  Here  let  it  be  remembered  that  then  there  were  no  railroads, — no 
other  mode  of  travel  but  the  stage  and  lumber  wagon..  All  the  first 
pioneers  found  their  new  homes  only  by  these  conveyances.  Some  of 
them  even  traveled  from  the  east  with  oxen.  But  happily  that  time  in 
this  country  is  now  past.  The  slow,  plodding  pace  of  the  oxen  is  dis- 
placed by  railroads  permeating  our  vast  country  in  every  direction.  The 
trials  and  privations  of  the  pioneers  of  this  State  need  not  be  repeated 
in  the  settlement  of  our  western  territories.  This  is  the  change  one 
generation  has  wrought.  Well  may  we  pause  here  to  admire  the  genius 
and  enterprise  of  the  American  people. 

In  looking  around  I  can  recognize  many  faces  belonging  to  the 
pioneer  band  whose  sturdy  and  well-directed  blows  felled  many  an  aged 
monarch  of  the  forest.  There  are  here  todaj^  living  witnesses  of  the 
marvelous  transformation  of  this  county  from  a  wilderness  to  its  present 
advanced  condition.  Well  may  they  rejoice  in  the  consoling  thought  that 
their  perseverance  conquered  at  last.  Barry  county  was  called  by  the 
people  along  the  territorial  road  the  back  woods,  and  such  it  was,  most 
emphatically.  One  dense  forest  covered  its  entire  area,  and  as  a  matter 
of  course  the  process  of  clearing  the  land  was  necessarily  slow  in  the 
beginning,  for,  as  a  rule,  none  but  such  as  were  poor  in  this  world's  goods 
would  leave  luxurious  homes  in  the  east  to  seek  new  ones  in  this  then 
dense  and  forbidding  wilderness.  Step  by  step,  however,  the  work  went 
on.  Acre  after  acre  were  added  to  their  clearings,  and  thus  the  land  was 
gradually  prepared  and  fitted  for  seed-time  and  harvest.  To  accomplish 
the  great  work,  it,  as  a  matter  of  course,  required  an  unconquerable  spirit 
in  the  pioneer,  and  this  with  patience  and  persistence,  he  possessed  in  an 
eminent  degree.  Amid  all  their  privations  (for  these  were  many  and 
often  trying)  they  still  enjoyed  themselves,  as  they  all  will  bear  testimony, 
fully  as  well  if  not  better  than  they  have  since.  Then  all,  far  and  near, 
were  neighbors,  and  all  stood  on  a  level  socially.  No  caste,  no  codfish 
aristrocracy,  no  dividing  into  classes  and  into  upper  or  lower  crusts.  All 
alike  were  poor,  and  as  a  rule  young,  with  the  race  of  life  before  them, 
full  of  hope  and  ambition.  They  all  commenced  at  the  same  starting 
point;  how  they  severally  have  reached  the  goal  is  now  known  of  all  men. 
It  is  enough  for  me  to  know  that  the  great  majority  of  them  have  nobly 
and  valiantly  stood  their  ground,  and  by  their  industry  and  herculean 
labor  hewn  their  way  through  the  forests  to  now  happy  and  contented 
homes. 

Thirty-six  years  has, your  humble  speaker  been  an  eye  witness  of  the 
early  and  later  scenes  in  the  history  of  Barry  county.  At  that  time 
settlements  were  few  and  far  between.  Koads  we  had  none  such  as  we 
are  today  accustomed  to  see;  each  settlement,  and  sometimes  several  of 
them,  would  combine  to  make  trails,  for  such  they  were.     These  trails 
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were  made  to  avoid  hills  and  swaniit.s  as  niiieli  as  possible,  heiue  were 
crooked,  ruuniiij^  at  all  points  of  the  compass.  The  conseiiuenee  was  we 
had  to  travel  much  farther  tlian  now  to  reach  a  jjivcn  point.  The  pioneer 
house  (if  it  may  be  called  a  house)  was  generally  but  a  rude  structure, 
and  in  many  instances  made  without  nails,  using  wood«*n  pegs  where 
nails  are  now  used.  The  floor  of  the  cabin  (for  such  in  reality  it  was)  was 
made  of  rived  sliakes,  and  adzed  as  smooth  as  could  be  done  with  that 
tool.  The  roof  was  made  of  long  shakes,  and  sometimes  of  hollow  logs 
split  in  two  parts,  inserted  and  held  down  by  large  logs  running  the  whole 
length  of  the  roof.  But  rude  and  uncouth  as  these  dwellings  a])peared 
tlic\v  generally  sheltered  kind  and  hosjtitable  people.  The  latch-string 
always  hung  out.  In  ISK)  this  county  contained  1,20U  inhabitants,  and, 
strange  to  say,  Yankee  Springs,  with  her  extensive  hills  and  plains  of 
sand,  then  contained  more  inhabitants  than  Hastings,  Rutland.  Irving, 
Hope,  and  Baltimore  combined.  I  make  this  remark  in  reference  to 
Yankee  Springs  not  in  anv^  spirit  of  disparagement  as  to  the  quality 
of  her  soil,  but  in  deference  to  the  common  ojjinion  of  the  public.  I  think 
her  future  will  outstrip  all  present  calculations  of  her  own  peoi)le 
and  others  when  her  soil  is  properly  understood  and  properh-  farmed. 
The  prominent  reason  why  Yankee  Springs  was  thus  sooner  settled  lies 
in  the  fact  that  the  only  thoroughfare  then  running  through  the  country 
passed  through  her  territory,  and  the  celebrated  Yankee  Spi-ings  hotel 
being  one  of  her  attractive  institutions.  This  hotel  was  kept  by  that 
prince  of  hotel  caterers,  William  Lewis,  one  of  the  celebrities  of  the  early 
history  of  Barry  county.  This  hotel  being  favorably  located  as  to  distance 
between  liattle  Creek  and  Kalamazoo  to  (irand  Kapids.  was  generally 
crowded  at  night  dui-iug  the  traveling  season,  hence  became  the  center 
of  considerable  local  trade  and  trattic  and  the  dispensing  point  of  a 
large  amount  of  money,  and  this  is  an  additional  reason  why  this  town- 
ship led  in  point  of  population. 

The  name  of  the  township  was  suggested  by  the  name  of  the  spring 
in  the  rear  of  the  hotel,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  proprietor,  William 
Lewis,  was  called  as  often  Yankee  Lewis  as  by  his  real  name. 

In-ing  and  Kutland  were  then  combined  in  one  township,  aiul  was 
known  as  Irving,  named  in  honor  of  Washingtcui  Irving,  and  contained 
six  families  and  seven  voters,  all  told.  These  voters,  of  course,  as  it  was 
natural  for  all  American  citizens  to  do,  arranged  themselves  into  politi- 
cal i)arties,  were  cut  up  and  divided  into  two  political  parties,  one 
democrat  and  six  whigs,  and  thus  their  returns  would  read  from  the 
head  to  the  foot  of  the  list  of  oflicers  voted  for,  one  and  six,  one  and  six. 
all  clean  unscratched  tickets.  This  slate  of  things  lasted  for  several 
years,  so  slow  was  the  emigration  tlM-n.  These  townshiiis.  however, 
on  account  of  their  rich  and  fertile  soil,  readily  attracted  the  tide  of 
emigration  when  it  did  set  in.  an«l  rapidly  filled  up  by  permanent  settlers, 
and  today  we  all  feel  proud  <d"  tln-m  as  among  the  foremost  in  all  agri- 
cultural j)roducts,  especially  wheat.  The  name  of  Kutland  was  borrowed 
from  Kutland.  \'erni<mt,  and  was  suggested  by  W.  W.  Kalph,  then  a 
citizen  of  Kill  land.  Carlton  in  ISK)  had  eighteen  families.  The  tirst 
settlers  being  from  a  towiislii]»  in  Western  New  York  of  the  same  name 
accounts  for  the  name  adopted  here.  This  township  for  a  long  time  grew 
but  slowly;  today,  however,  she  maintains  a  i>rominent  jiosition  in  the 
county,  and  well  she  may,  for  the  fertility  of  her  soil  and  industry  of  her 
citizens  are  such  that  she  could  not  well  be  otherwise.  Castleton  then 
contained   onlv   eight    families,   and    for   many   weary   and    lonely  years 
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dragged  along  without  receiving  many  additional  new  faces  as  resi- 
dents, but  the  character  of  the  soil  and  the  make  of  the  land  was  such 
as  not  to  be  overlooked  when  the  tide  of  emigration  fairly  set  in,  and 
when  that  did  take  place  she  loomed  up  into  importance  very  rapidly^ 
and  today  she  stands  third,  if  not  second,  in  the  scale  of  population  and 
wealth. 

Baltimore  and  Hope  were  then  one  unbroken  wilderness.  No  white 
man's  cabin  encumbered  that  vast  area  of  territory.  The  stillness  and 
gloom  of  the  primeval  forest  presided, — the  home  of  the  deer,  and 
countless  thousands  roamed  and  frolicked  unmolested  by  the  white  man 
over  their  hills  and  dales,  the  elysium  of  the  red  man;  and  well  and  faith- 
fully did  he  do  his  work  in  the  chase.  But  alas!  the  red  man's  work 
is  ended  here,  other  men  tread  the  soil^,  their  forest  is  displaced  by  broad 
acres  of  waving  grain,  the  white  man's  mansion  dots  the  surface,  and 
civilized  life  presides  there  in  place  of  the  gloom  of  the  wilderness  of 
1840.  How  marvelous  the  transformation,  and  yet  how  true.  Wood- 
land, the  northeast  corner  township  of  this  county,  liad  in  1840  twelve 
families,  and  the}'  like  all  other  pioneers  were  terribly  poor,  and  so  com- 
pletely shut  in  by  the  vast  wilderness  then  encumbering  that  region  as 
to  be  compelled  at  times  to  depend  on  the  chase  for  subsistence.  Luckily 
the  forest  abounded  with  herds  of  deer  and  other  game,  and  for  the 
unerring  marksman,  which  they  soon  learned  to  be,'  the  task  was  light 
and  swift  in  bringing  to  bay  the  object  of  their  pursuit.  Here  was  found 
a  safe  retreat  for  bear,  wolf,  and  catamounts,  and  many  incidents  might 
be  related  of  the  conflicts  and  narrow  escapes  of  the  early  pioneers 
from  the  attacks  and  pursuit  of  these  prowling  animals.  This  town- 
ship, owing  to  her  isolation  from  roads  and  immense  growth  of  timber, 
grew  slowly  at  first,  but  the  keen  eye  of  the  industrious  German  at  an 
early  day  espied  the  immense  wealth  of  her  virgin  soil,  and  eagerly 
secured  the  tempting  prize  proffered.  The  result  of  this  movement  is 
today  apparent  to  you  all.  Woodland  today,  in  the  progress  she  has 
made,  is  entitled  to  the  congratulations  of  the  wiiole  count3^  The  name 
that  was  first  intended  for  her  and  which  was  asked  in  the  petition  for 
her  organiza!tion  was  "Orange."  But  as  this  was  found  to  be  a  repetition 
of  the  name  of  an  existing  township  it  was  changed  by  the  Legislature 
to  W^oodland,  an  appropriate  name  at  that  time. 

Hastings  in  1840  had  eight  families  residing  on  her  territory,  six  of 
these  on  the  present  site  of  the  city,  the  other  two  near  the  poor-farm. 
The  balance  of  the  township  was  in  its  native  condition,  encumbered 
with  as  grand  and  noble  forest  trees  as  graced  any  part  of  Michigan. 
Here  stood  in  profusion  the  lordly  oak,  the  monarch  of  the  forest,  the 
victor  of  many  centuries  of  conflict  with  storms  and  tempest,  and  still 
majestic  and  defiant;  here  was  the  graceful  and  well-formed  maple, 
spreading  its  ample  branches  of  rich  and  inviting  foliage;  the  walnut, 
whose  trunk  and  branches  were  endowed  with  a  wealth  little  known 
and  appreciated  then;  the  white-wood,  ash,  and  cheery^  grand  and 
inspiring;  but  the  grounds  they  sheltered  then,  today  rejoice  in  the 
warmth  of  the  vivifying  sunshine  and  ripening  grain. 

It  was  in  that  year  a  road  was  cut  through  and  bridged  to  Johnstown 
to  connect  with  one  from  there  to  Battle  Creek.  Previous  to  this  the 
only  outlet  was  by  way  of  Yankee  Springs  and  Gull  Prairie.  I  remember 
very  distinctly  traveling  over  this  new  road  in  August  of  1840^  and  notic- 
ing the  only  indications  of  a  road  were  the  blazed  trees  and  the  removal 
of  the  down-lying  trunks  and  underbrush;  everything  else  only  served 
to  remind  me  that  I  was  still  in  an  uninhabited  wilderness.    There  were 
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no  wagon  tracks  to  be  seen,  no  evidence  whatever  of  travel, — nothing 
but  the  blazed  trees  to  direct  my  course.  This  road  subsequently  became 
a  thoron<>ht'are  to  Hastings  and  (irand  Rajjids.  As  settlers  came  in 
other  roads  had  to  be  made,  and  thus  they  became  multiplied  until  they 
pointed  in  all  directions  from  this  center.  In  speaking  here  of  roads 
I  wish  it  understood  that  they  were  not  as  now,  four  rods  wide,  but 
merely  trails  cleared  from  timber  and  underbrush  the  width  of  the  track, 
and  generally  sought  the  best  grounds  for  a  road,  no  matter  how  crooked 
or  how  they  varied  from  a  direct  course.  The  ground  adopted  for  a 
cemetery  was  a  park  south  of  the  school-house,  now  known  as  the  "old 
cemetery."  It  contained  then  but  two  graves;  now  who  can  count  the 
number  there  that  sleep  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking?  In  1840  we 
had  no  ph3'sician,  and  none  nearer  than  Battle  Creek  and  Gull  Prairie. 
Of  course  settlers  could  not  be  exempted  from  sickness,  for  such  is  the  lot 
of  the  human  family  everywhere.  We  can  readily  imagine  now  that  it 
could  not  have  been  very  consoling  to  the  sick  man  to  be  told  that  there 
was  no  medical  relief  at  hand,  or  to  be  had,  but  this  was  one  of  the 
trials  incident  to  early  pioneer  life,  and  had  to  be  endured.  Supplies 
of  all  kinds  had  to  be  brought  in  by  wagon;  even  merchandise  was  then 
brought  from  Detroit  and  Toledo  in  that  way.  As  a  consequence,  store 
goods  were  high  and  agricultural  products  low.  The  poor  pioneer  found 
himself  in  his  dealings  short  at  both  ends.  So  it  was, — ditficulties,  trials, 
want,  and  poverty  of  all  sorts  were  ever  around  and  about  the  pioneer. 
But  those  times  are  now  happily  passed,  daylight  has  broken  in  upon 
them,  and  none  need  be  more  rejoiced  than  they. 

The  first  circuit  preacher  located  here  was  Rev.  Mr.  Bush,  a  Methodist, 
and  as  good  a  Nimrod  as  ever  shouldered  a  rilie.  His  table  could  at  any 
time  command  the  rich,  savory  venison,  the  prize  of  his  own  hunting 
expeditions.  Previous  to  his  coming  there  was  occasional  preaching 
by  an  itinerant  from  Gull  Prairie.  Then  we  had  no  school-hous(\  and 
needed  none,  for  children  were  few  and  far  between;  but  they  soon  came 
around  thick  and  fast,  how  and  whence  could  not  very  easily  be  divined. 
The  result  was  that  in  1841  we  had  a  school-house  erected  and  ready  for 
use.  The  first  school  teacher  was  Miss  Spaulding,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Knapen 
of  Gull  Prairie,  The  first  fourth  of  July  celebration  was  held  at  the 
grist-mill  in  1840,  which  was  then  just  completed,  and  wound  up  with 
a  dance,  as  a  matter  of  course.  It  was  then  just  as  it  is  now,  only  the 
dances  were  dillerent;  then  we  had  French-four,  Scotch-reel,  :Money  Musk 
and  the  like,  and  were  content. 

The  first  span  of  horses  owned  here  was  by  Levi  Gliase.  and  I  think 
he  ])rocured  them  in  the  spring  of  1841.  We  felt  then  as  if  we  were 
getting  along  in  the  world  and  took  comfort,  for  then  it  was  oxen  or  by 
foot.  Most  of  tlic  men  coming  into  the  settlement  here  came  on  foot, 
and  generally  had  a  rifle  on  their  shoulder.  It  was  very  seldom,  indeed, 
that  they  ever  went  from  tln-ir  homes  without  this  indispensable  weapon. 

At  limes  there  would  l)e  (piite  a  number  of  Indians  en<amped  on  the 
present  city  site,  and  to  tlu'ir  ci-edit  be  it  said  we  always  had  the  best 
understanding  with  them.  Their  trade  amonnted  to  a  large  aggregate 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  was  eagerly  sought  after.  There  was  prob- 
ably no  county  in  the  world  more  favored  with  game  than  this  was  at 
that  dale.  This  constituted  tlie  great  attraction  for  the  red  man.  and 
gave  him  plenty  to  do. 

The  site  of  the  city,  a  j»ai't  of  which  we  are  here  occu|>ying.  was.  at 
that  early   jieriod.  a   meie  heterogeneous  area   of   thick   tangled   under- 
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brush  and  towering  forest  trees,  but  todaj'  assumes  the  shape  of  a  beauti- 
ful city,  with  streets  well  defined  and  crossing  at  right  angles,,  lined 
with  as  solid  and  substantial  brick  blocks  and  comely  dwellings  as  are 
found  anywhere,  size  and  age  considered.  Thus  has  the  woodman's  axe 
triumphed  where  the  raging  storm  and  tempest  of  centuries  have  ignobly 
failed.  Well  may  we  pause  here  and  exclaim,  WTiat  is  man,  that  the 
fury  of  the  storm  and  tempest  shrink  abashed  at  his  genius  and  power? 

The  townships  of  Thornapple;,  Prairieville,  Orangeville,  Barry,  Johns- 
town, Maple  Grove  and  Assyria  were  not  so  intimately  known  to  us  here, 
hence  I  cannot  speak  of  them  as  definitely  as  could  be  wished.  Suftice 
it  for  the  present  to  say,  that  the  four  southern  townships^  being  nearer 
to  the  tide  of  emigration  south,  contained  the  majority  of  the  population 
in  1840.  The  four  townships  now  knowm  as  Johnstown,  Assyria,  Maple 
Grove  and  Baltimore  were  in  one  township^  and  called  Johnstown.  The 
four  southwestern  townships  were  known  as  Barry.  The  four  north- 
eastern, including  Hastings,  were  in  one,  and  called  Hastings.  The 
northwestern  were  divided  in  three  townships,  and  called  Irving^  Thorn- 
apple,  and  Yankee  Springs. 

I  have  now  briefly  and  imperfectly  alluded  to  the  early  and  later 
achievements  in  this  State  and  county,  and  nothing  has  been  said  about 
the  women  and  the  important  part  they  have  been  called  upon  to  perform 
in  the  great  work  of  making  this  State  and  county  the  objects  of  our 
pride  and  rejoicing  today.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  remark  here,  that 
without  their  helping  hands  the  rapid  and  marvelous  transformation 
from  a  wilderness  to  a  paradise  of  luxurious  productions  which  are  now 
annuallj^  extracted  from  the  soil  would  not  this  Centennial  day  be  wit- 
nessed. Women's  sacrifices  and  trials  in  the  early  days  of  this  county 
were  often  more  than  man's„owing  to  her  peculiar  relations  in  the  family 
and  her  dependence  on  the  strong  arm  of  her  husband  for  protection. 
Frequently  she  would  be  compelled  to  be  alone  while  her  husband  would 
be  off  to  mill  or  on  other  necessary  business,  far  from  neighbors,  and 
subject  at  any  time  to  visits  from  prowling  savages;  still  she  bravely 
stood  the  test.  We  therefore  gladly  award  to  her  her  share  of  the  reward 
and  glory  incident  to  the  grand  achievements  of  the  past. 

Not  only  to  the  pioneer  is  the  State  indebteded  for  its  present  advanced 
condition  in  the  Union,  but  to  all  whose  lot  and  heritage  is  with  us  today. 
All  have  labored  for  its  upbuilding,  and  are  alike  entitled  to  the  reward 
and  glory  incident  thereto. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say  that  I  confidently  look  forward  to  still 
grander  developments  in  the  future  of  our  State.  To  the  rising  genera- 
tion is  committed  the  great  work  of  the  future,  and  that  it  will  prove  true 
and  faithful  to  the  spirit  of  the  past  I  have  the  utmost  confidence. 
As  the  fathers  have  laid  the  foundations  of  our  noble  institutions  firm 
and  deep,  so  must  their  sons  and  daughters  carry  along  and  build  them 
up  to  their  final  consummation  of  glory  and  usefulness. 

BENZIE  COUNTY. 

Section  7.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  All  that  part  of 
the  county  of  Leelanaw  which  lies  south  of  the  south  line  of  township 
28  north,  shall  be  and  remain  the  county  of  Benzie,  and  the  several  town- 
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ships  thereof  shall   l)e  attached,  fur  civil  and   iminicipal   imrposes^   to 
the  county  of  Giaud  Traverse. 
Ajiproved  February  27,  18G3. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michifjan  enact,  That  the  county 
of  Benzie,  consistinji;  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the  present  county 
of  Benzie,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized  into  a  separate  county, 
by  the  name  of  Benzie;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges,  powers,  and  immunities  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  other  organized  counties  in  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  -.  At  the  townsliip  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  several  townshij)S 
in  .said  county  on  the  Jirst  Monday  in  A])ril  next,  there  shall  be  an 
election  of  all  the  county  officers  to  which,  by  law,  the  said  county  may 
be  entitled,  who.se  term  of  office  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1S71,  and  when  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and 
qualified. 

Sec.  3.  The  county  canvassers,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  day  of  election,  as  herein 
appointed,  in  the  village  of  P»<'nzonia,  in  said  county,  at  the  house  of 
John  Bailey,  or  at  such  other  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon  and  provided 
by  said  board,  and  organize  by  apj^ointing  one  of  their  number  chairman' 
and  another  secretary,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the 
duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  other  cases  of  the  election 
of  county  officers,  as  prescribed  by  the  general  law. 

►Sec.  4.  The  location  of  the  county-seat  of  said  county  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  vote  of  the  electors  of  said  county  at  a  si)ecial  election, 
whieli  is  her«^by  a]»ii(»iiiied  to  be  held  l»y  the  several  towuslii])s  of  said 
county^  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  next.  ,  There  shall  be  written  on 
the  ballots  then  polled  by  the  qualified  electors  of  said  count}',  one  of 
the  following  names  of  places,  to  wit:  Frankfort,  Benzonia,  and  the 
southeast  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  2S,  township  20 
north,  of  range  14  west;  and  that  one  which  .shall  receive  a  majority 
of  all  the  v()1(^s  <'ast  at  sucli  elertirui.  shall  Ite  the  county-sejit  of  the 
county  of  Benzie:  Provided,  That  in  case  no  one  of  said  places  shall, 
at  said  election,  be  designated  such  county-.seat  in  the  manner  afore- 
said, another  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  October  next, 
in  the  same  places,  at  which  the  said  electors  shall  designate,  by  major- 
ity vote,  one  of  the  two  above  named  places  which  shall  have  received 
the  highest  number  of  votes  at  said  July  election,  to  be  the  eounty-seat 
of  said  connty  of  Benzi«'. 

»Seo.  8.  The  said  county  of  Benzie,  when  so  organized,  sliall  l»e  atia<hed 
to  the  thiiteenlh  judicial  eircnit,  and  the  judge  of  said  circuit  shall  hold 
two  courts  therein  each  year. 

Sec.  0.     This  act  sliall  take  innne<liate  elTect. 

Approved  March  30,  1809. 

Benzie,  niinied  I'roni  Anx  Bee  Seles,  is  the  French  designation  of  that 
important  river  on  which  the  village  of  Frankfort  is  situated.  It  was 
first  corrupted  by  American  sailoi-s  into  r.etsey  river,  and  then  refined 
into  Benzie  for  a  county  name.  In  this  county  is  (Jrand  Traverse  Col- 
l(>go.  in  the  townsliip  of  Benzoni:i. 

Frankfort,  the  county-seat  of  Benzie  county,  is  a  thriving  village  in 
Crystal  Lake  township,  settled  in  1S54.  County-seat  located  as  pro- 
vided for  in  section  4  of  act  to  organize  tlie  county  of  Benzie;  approved 
Marrh  :'.(».  1S.^,<>. 
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BERRIEX  COUNTY. 

Be  if  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territorij  of  Michigan: 

Sec.  13.  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  lies  within  the  following 
boundaries,  viz. :  beginning  on  the  boundary  line  between  this  Territory 
and  the  State  of  Indiana,  where  the  line  between  ranges  sixteen  and 
seventeen  west  of  the  meridian  intersects  the  said  boundry  line;  thence 
west  along  the  boundary  line  to  Lake  Michigan;  thence  along  the  shore 
of  said  lake  to  the  intersection  of  the  line  between  townships  two  and 
three  south  of  the  base  line;  thence  east  on  a  line  between  said  townships 
to  the  intersection  of  the  line  between  ranges  sixteen  and  seventeen  west 
of  the  meridian;  thence  south  on  the  line  between  said  ranges  to  the 
boundary  line  between  this  Territory  and  the  State  of  Indiana,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name  thereof 
shall  be  Berrien. 

Approved  October  29,  1829. 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Lef/islative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  That 
the  county  of  Berrien  shall  be  organized  from  and  after  the  taking  effect 
of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the .  other  organized 
counties  of  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  there  shall  be  a  county  court  established  in  the  said 
county,  which  court  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  July,  and  the 
third  Tuesday  in  December,  in  the  year  1832,  and  on  the  same  days  every 
year  thereafter. 

Sec.  3.  That  a  circuit  court  Shall  be  held  in  said  county,  and  that 
the  several  acts  concerning  the  supreme,  circuit,  and  county  courts  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  defining  their  jurisdiction  and  powers,  and 
directing  the  pleadings  and  practice  therein  in  certain  cases,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  made  applicable  to  the  circuit  and  county  courts  in  the 
aforesaid  county  of  Berrien. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  county  of  Berrien  shall  be  one  circuit,  and  the  court 
for  the  same  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August  in  the  year 
1832,  and  the  same  day  every  year  thereafter. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  suits  and  prosecutions,  and  other  matters,  now 
pending  before  the  circuit  or  county  courts  for  the  county  of  Cass,  or 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  shall  be  prosecuted  to 
final  judgment  and  execution,  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied,  or  which 
may  hereafter  be  levied  for  the  year  1831,  in  said  county  of  Cass,  shall 
be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said  county  of  Berrien  had 
not  been  organized. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  circuit  and  county  courts  shall  be  holden  at  the 
house  of  Almanson  Huston,  in  the  village  of  Niles,  in  said  county  or  at 
such  other  place  in  said  village  of  Niles  as  the  said  courts  shall  deem 
expedient. 

Sec.  7.  That  whenever  the  county-seat  is  permanently  established  in 
said  county  of  Berrien,  and  accommodations  are  provided  at  such  place 
for  holding  courts,  they  shall  be  held  at  the  county-seat,  as  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1831. 

Approved  March  4,  1831. 
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Berrien. — This  comiiy  was  named  from  -lohn  M.  Berrien,  Attorney 
General  in  Jackson's  cabinet  from  1820  to  IS^U,  a  U.  S.  Senator  from 
Geoigia,  and  Judj^e  of  tiie  SiipiciiU'  Court  of  that  State.  iJorn  1781,  died 
1850. 

The  county-seat  of  this  county  is  located  at  Berrien  Sprin<is.  on  the 
St.  Joseph  river,  10  miles  northwest  of  Niles  and  15  miles  southeast  of 
St.  Joseph.  It  was  settled  in  1821),  and  incorporated  into  a  village  in 
1863. 

EARLY  HISTORY  OF  BERRIEN  COUNTY. 

BY  DAMON  A.   WINSLOW. 
[Read  before  the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  February  2,  1S76.] 

Mr.  President,  Pioneers  of  the  noble  Peninsular  State,  and  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men: 

I  cannot  appear  before  you  claiming  to  be  a  very  old  pioneer.  I  came, 
however,  in  time  to  receive  a  few  ''bites"  from  the  "wild-cats''  of  1837; 
but,  as  they  at  that  time  had  but  little  vitality,  the  injuries  were  trifling. 

In  speaking  of  the  early  history  of  Berrien  county  I  must  of  necessity 
refer  to  matters  connected  with  the  history  of  the  State  at  large,  and 
mention  facts  and  incidents  known  to  all  readers  of  history;  yet,  on  an 
occasion  like  this,  I  deem  it  not  amiss  tt)  refer  to  such  history  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  that  county. 

Of  the  early  history  of  Berrien  county  but  little  is  comparatively 
known,  as  most  of  its  history  is  to  be  found  only  among  the  musty 
archives  of  the  Romish  church,  yet  the  county  has  a  record  of  very  great 
interest.  Next  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  I  believe  Berrien  county  has  a 
history  antedating  any  other  portion  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  St.  Joseph  river,  w^hich  traverses  almost  the  entire  lengtli  of  the 
county,  was  discovered  by  Father  Allouez,  a  Catholic  priest,  between 
1000  and  1072, — over  two  hundred  years  ago.  He  found  his  way  from 
Canada  to  the  falls  of  St.  Mary  in  the  year  1000,  and  he  eslablislied 
there  a  mission  among  the  Indians.  Two  years  afterwards  he  was  joined 
by  the  celebrated  Father  Marquette  and  Father  Dublou.  In  the  course 
of  the  next  three  years  they  made  a  circuit  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  dis- 
covered the  bays  and  river,  and  gave  them  the  name  "Miami."  The 
travelers  ascended  the  Miami  far  enough  to  ascertain  the  course  and 
size. 

It  is  not  possible  in  the  few  remarks  I  have  to  make,  or  in  the  time 
I  can  occupy  on  an  occasion  like  this,  to  more  than  briefly  refer  to  the 
more  important  incidents  connected  with  the  history  of  the  settlement 
of  Herrien  county. 

In  the  year  1073  Father  :Mai-(|uette  and  M.  Jolliet  left  Green  Bay  with 
a  small  j»arly  of  men  in  canncs.  and  ascended  the  Fox  river  to  the  portage. 
Tiiey  then  carried  their  canoes  across  the  portage  to  the  Wisconsin 
river,  llien  floated  down  the  gn-at  river  to  the  Arkansas  river.  On  their 
return  they  ascended  the  Illinois  river  to  its  source. 

It  is  not  absolutely  certain,  but  highly  probable,  judging  from  sub- 
sequent events,  that  Marquette  and  his  party  ascendf'd  the  Kankakee 
river  and  discovered  the  portage  between  the  waters  of  the  Kankakee 
and  St.  Josejili  rivers,  a  distan^-e  of  only  two  oi-  three  miles.  If  they  did 
(liscov<'r  this  passage  llien  tliey  must  have  ascended  the  St.  .loseph  to 
tlie   lake. 

ill   the  veai'  K'.TO  the  renowned   iravelei'  ill   the  new    world,   K(»bert  de 
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LaSalle,  came  to  Mackinaw  and  Green  Bay  in  a  small  schooner  called 
the  "GriflSn;"  this  schooner  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  vessel  ever  launched 
on  Lake  Erie.  In  the  month  of  September  of  that  year  the  Griffin 
set  out  on  her  return  voyage  to  Niagara,  with  orders  to  her  captain 
to  hasten  back,  after  delivering  her  cargo,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Miami, 
and  there  meet  LaSalle  and  his  party  and  carry  them  back  to  Mackinaw. 

In  the  meantime,  LaSalle  and  a  small  party  of  men  embarked  in  four 
canoes  and  coasted  along  the  western  shore  of  the  lake  to  Chicago,  and 
then  around  the  south  shore  of  the  lake  and  along  the  east  shore  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Miami,  where  they  arrived  on  the  first  of  November. 
They  then  cleared  away  the  timber  and  built  a  fort  of  hewn  logs,  40 
by  80  feet.  They  were  soon  joined  by  the  chevalier  De  Tonti,  with  a 
party  of  men,  who  by  previous  appointment  was  to  come  from  Mackinaw 
and  meet  LaSalle  at  that  point.  They  waited  in  vain  for  the  return 
of  the  Griffin  to  take  them  back  to  Mackinaw,  though  it  was  not  at 
that  time  known,  but  was  afterwards  learned,  that  the  vessel  with  all  her 
crew  was  lost,  and  probably  on  Lake  Huron.  Winter  was  coming  on, 
and  they  had  no  means  of  getting  back  to  Mackinaw,  as  the  vessel 
did  not  arrive.  The  ice  was  running  in  the  river,  they  could  not  remain 
where  they  were  through  the  winter,  and  in  despair  LaSalle,  on  the 
third  day  of  December,  with  thirty-three  men  in  eight  canoes,  set  out 
on  their  cheerless  voyage  up  the  river.  Their  design  was  to  ascend  the 
river  to  the  portage,  which  they  estimated  to  be  at  a  distance  of  about  70 
'  miles,  and  then  to  carry  their  canoes  and  cargoes  across  the  portage  to 
the  Kankakee,  and  thus  to  reach  the  Illinois  country'. 

After  very  great  suffering,  incident  to  traveling  through  an  unknown 
country  by  land  and  by  water  at  that  season  of  the  year,  the  party 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  Kankakee  and  descending  that  to  the  Illinois 
as  far  as  Peoria,  where  they  wintered,  or  rather  remained  the  balance 
of  the  winter  among  friendly  Indians,  being  unable  to  proceed  further, 
owing  to  the  severity  of  the  season. 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  probably  about  the  year  1700,  that  the 
Jesuits  founded  a  mission  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  another  one  mile 
south  of  where  the  city  of  Niles  now  stands.  At  each  of  these  places 
small  forts  were  built  for  protection  against  the  savages.  In  August, 
•  1720,  Charlevoix  visited  both  these  missions.  This  was  forty-one  years 
after  LaSalle  had  ascended  the  river  with  his  party,  in  December.  1679. 

About  the  year  1760,  the  date  is  not  precisely  known,  a  Frenchman, 
named  L'aClare,  settled  where  Bertrand  now  is.  He  was  a  blacksmith, 
and  carried  on  a  trade  with  the  Indians.  At  this  time  the  country  was 
inhabited  by  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians. 

In  about  1775  Mr.  Burnett  established  a  trading  post  near  the  mouth 
of  the  St.  Joseph  river;  its  remains  are  yet  to  be  seen.  The  old  apple 
orchard  on  the  lands  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Captain  S.  G.  Langley 
was  set  by  this  Mr.  Burnett.  About  the  same  time  Mr.  Burnett  estab- 
lished his  trading  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  one  Joseph  Bertrand 
established  one  by  the  side  of  LaClare,  and  in  1781  the  place  was  called 
Pare  Aux  Vaches,  or  the  coiv  pasture. 

In  1820  Rev.  Isaac  McCoy  and  wife  founded  and  began  Cary  Mission, 
one  mile  west  of  the  present  city  of  Niles.  Mr.  McCoy  opened  his  mission 
in  December,  1822,  having  erected  mission  buildings  in  the  previous 
October  and  November.  The  advance  party  consisted  of  twenty-two 
persons,  who  came  in  October;  in  December  the  mission  family  came, 
with  laborers  and  pupils  over  thirty  in  number.  By  the  following  May 
they  had  erected  six  houses  and  had  cleared  and  fenced  fifty  acres  of 

16  : 

I 


122  PIONEER     SOCIETY    OF     MICHIGAN. 

land,  and  bad  plowed  and  planted  forty;  they  had  also  100  sheep  and  130 
head  of  cat  tic.    liy  the  next  year  they  had  10(1  acres  fenced. 

Major  Calvin  Britain,  once  Lieutenant  Governor  of  this  State,  and 
known — if  not  personally  by  reputation — to  most  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
State,  was  for  .^oiue  tiuie  connected  with  this  mission  as  a  teacher.  He 
was  the  i)ioneer  settler  at  St,  Joseph,  where  he  lived  and  died.  It  would, 
if  the  permission  permitted  it.  be  extremely  gratifying  to  pay  here  a 
tribute  to  the  sterling  worth  of  Major  Britain,  but  as  it  is  we  must  let 
"dumb  silence  speak  his  jiraise;"  but  permit  me  to  say  that  he  was  one 
of   natnr»*'s   nobhMnen. 

At  the  time  Gary  Mission  was  established  the  valley  of  the  St.  Joseph 
was  an  unbroken  wilderness  form  its  source  to  its  mouth,  a  distance  of 
about  two  hundred  miles;  there  was  not  a  white  inhabitant  in  it,  nor 
had  a  settlement  been  made  for  agricultural  purposes.  A  few  half-breeds, 
who  were  at  St.  Jose}>h  and  Bertraud,  were  mere  traders  with  the  Indians, 
and  from  necessity  they  cultivated  small  patches  of  corn,  beans,  and 
potatoes. 

The  settlement  of  Berrien  county  should  date  from  1822,  for  immi- 
gration soon  came  to  the  mission,  and  in  1S2()  half  a  dozen  cabins  of 
settlers  were  to  be  seen  where  Niles  now  stands.  These  pioneers  hajd 
heard  of  Cary  Mission,  and  made  it  a  point  of  destination  when  they 
set  out  to  seek  a  home  in  the  then  far  west. 

Many  years  before  the  founding  of  Cary  Mission  the  United  States 
government  concluded  to  establish  at  least  one  fort  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan, and  sent  commissioners  to  St.  Joseph  with  a  view  of  establishing 
it  there.  The  commissioners  determined  on  a  site  on  the  high  jtoint 
of  land  overlooking  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  commenced  prep- 
arations for  erecting  the  fort;  but  the  Indians,  at  a  council  held  for  that 
purpose,  determined  that  it  should  not  be  built  in  their  country,  and  the 
lands  at  that  time  had  not  been  ceded  to  the  government.  The  project 
was  therefore  abandoned,  and  the  commissioners  went  to  Chicago  and 
located  and  built  Fort  Dearborn,  which  was  erected  in  1804.  "Tall  oaks 
from  little  acoins  grow"  only  shows  what  great  etTects  result  from 
small  causes,  and  we  conclude  that  had  the  fort  been  bnilt  at  St.  Joseph 
there  would  have  been  no  Chica<;o. 

Thus  I  have  briefly  sketched  the  outline  of  the  early  history  of  Berrien 
county  to  the  time  the  lands  were  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

Of  the  persons  who  settled  in  Berrien  county  ]>rior  to  18.'^0.  but  few  are 
now  living;  most  of  them  have  long  since  found  a  home  beyond  the  gi-ave. 

To  reacli  l*><'riien  county  the  <>arly  ]iioneers  had  to  lind  their  way  from 
Monroe  and  Detroit  through  an  unbroken  wilderness,  stune  on  foot, 
some  on  ponies,  following  Indian  trails,  for(lii>g  streams,  ciossing 
Hwam|)s,  sleei)ing  in  the  woods,  with  wild  beasts  for  conijianions  and  the 
broad  canopy  of  heaven  their  only  shelter. 

In  1820,  from  Saline,  \\ashtenaw  county,  to  St.  Joseph  river  there  was 
but  one  liabitation,  and  tliat  was  a  trader's  house  at  Coldwat»M*.  And 
for  many  yeai's,  owing  to  the  dinicully  of  obtaining  supplies,  th<»  early 
(lioneers  had  to  etidui-e  great  hadshi|)s  and  depi-ivations.  incident  to  all 
new  countries,  and  wcie  sonieiJnns  ifdiiced  lo  a  subsistence  on  codtish 
and   Hour. 

It  would  not  be  ju-olitable  oi'  interesting  at  this  time  to  follow  the  pro- 
gress of  inipio\ cmenl  in  the  county  ficun  that  lime  f'orwai-d,  but  before 
entering  on    the   relaliiui   of   incidents  of   pioncei'   life  in   that  county,   I 
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beg  permission  to  relate  briefly  a  bit  of  history  that  transpired  in  that 
connty  during  the  war  of  1812.  that  has  never  to  my  knowledge  been 
published  except  in  a  small  local  history. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  that  year,  John  B.  Chandonai  was  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  was  engaged  in  carrying  dispatches 
from  Detroit  to  Chicago.  On  one  of  his  trips  from  Chicago,  in  company 
with  the  elder  Robert  Forsythe,  lie  stopped  near  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Joseph  river,  and  camped  in  the  upper  end  of  the  Burnett  orchard.  His 
uncle  of  the  same  name,  then  stationed  at  Mackinaw,  that  place  being 
in  the  possession  of  the  British,  was  sent  by  the  commandant  of  that 
post,  with  a  force  of  some  thirty  Indians  in  canoes,  to  intercept  John  B. 
with  the  dispatches,  and  to  take  him  prisoner  to  Mackinaw.  This  force 
arrived  in  the  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  his  uncle  alone  called 
on  John  B.  and  made  known  his  business.  John  B.  had  a  double-barrel 
gun  in  his  hands,  and  told  his  uncle  he  should  not  go  with  him  or  be 
taken  prisoner.  He  then  drew  a  line  on  the  ground,  and  told  his  uncle 
he  must  not  cross  it;  but  the  uncle,  determined  on  his  victim,  drew  his 
sword  and  advanced.  As  he  stepped  over  the  line  he  was  shot  dead  by 
the  nephew. 

The  report  of  the  gun  aroused  the  Indians,  who  went  to  John's  camp. 
He  met  them  as  he  did  his  uncle,  and  speaking  their  language  pointed 
to  his  uncle's  dead  body  and  to  the  dead  line;  said  he  had  shot  his  uncle 
to  save  his  own  life;  that  he  was  sorry  he  had  to  do  it,  but  if  taken 
prisoner  be  himself  would  be  killed;  that  he  would  not  be  taken  alive, 
and  the  first  one  that  attempted  to  cross  the  line  was  a  dead  Indian. 
The  Indians  held  a  council,  and  terms  were  agreed  upon.  The  Indians 
were  to  have  ten  gallons  of  whisky  the  next  morning, — were  to  help 
John  B.  bury  his  uncle  immediately, — he  and  his  traveling  companion 
were  to  be  allowed  to  depart  in  peace.  Arrangements  were  made  with 
Mr.  Burnett,  by  which  the  Indians  were  to  have  the  whisky  as  agreed 
upon.  John  B.  buried  his  uncle  on  the  hill  back  of  his  camp,  and  after 
raising  a  cross  over  his  grave  he  and  Mr.  Forsythe  immediately  departed 
for  Detroit.  The  next  morning  Mr.  Burnett  gave  the  Indians  the  ten 
gallons  of  whisky,  and  they  started  for  Mackinaw. 

When  Berrien  county  was  first  organized  the  seat  of  justice  was  St. 
Joseph.  The  court-house,  where  Judge  Ransom  used  to  dispense  justice, 
was  a  small  wooden  structure  with  but  one  room,  and  the  jury,  after 
receiving  the  charge  of  the  court,  would  retire  under  the  care  of  an  officer 
to  the  friendly  shade  of  some  spreading  oak,  of  which  at  that  time  there 
were  many,  then  and  there  to  consider  upon  their  verdict.  The  old  court- 
house is  still  standing,  a  monument  of  pioneer  days;  but,  alas!  of  those 
who  met  there  and  took  part  in  the  administration  of  justice,  I  think  not 
one  remains.* 

Fer  several  years  after  the  settlement  of  that  county  the  only  track 
between  Niles  and  St.  Joseph  was  an  Indian  trail,  and  the  mail  was 
carried  on  foot  and  the  mail-bags  were  usually  the  carrier's  pockets.  Not 
unfrequently  the  lonely  mail-carrier  got  caught  out  after  night,  and  had 
to  make  his  bed  in  the  woods,  with  no  shelter,  and  his  only  companions 
the  wolves  that  made  night  hideous  by  their  bowlings. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Barnard,  now  of  Berrien,  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of  that 
county,  on  the  first  day  of  January.  1828.  started  from  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
for  Michigan.  He  came  on  horseback,  and  for  miles  through  cottonwood 
swamp  waded  more  than  knee-deep  in  the  water,  breaking  the  ice  before 

♦The  first  court  in  Berrien  county  was  held  in  a  log-  school-house  by  Judge  Fletcher, 
at  St.  Joseph. 
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his  horse.  He  rencheil  Pokapon  prairie  the  twelfth  day,  where  he  found 
the  first  sifjn  of  liabitation  of  any  kind;  lie  then  found  his  way  into  what 
is  now  Berrien  county,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  The  doctor  has  in- 
his  i)ussfssi()n  tin*  Urst  millstones  ever  used  west  of  Kalamazoo;  the 
mill  was  run  by  hand,  and  he  exiiects  lo  have  the  mill  in  running'  order 
:i;:ain  at  the  mcetinj;  of  the  IJerrien  County  Pioneer  Assoc-iaiion,  to  be 
licid  in  .hint'  next,  ami  in  the  <i<)o<l  old  jiionccr  style  ^nind  out  a  few  cen- 
tennial grists  on  which  to  feed  the  old  pioneers  that  may  there  be  assem- 
bled. And  1  now  invite  one  and  all  present  to  be  with  us  then  and  par- 
take of  the  feast. 

In  18;}0  Captain  Hinkley  came  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  St.  Joseph  in  the 
sloojt  Savage,  a  vt'ry  staunch  boat  but  a  very  poor  sailer.  As  the  river 
approached  the  lake  it  made  a  sudden  bend  to  the  south,  ami  left  a  long 
dry  sand-bar  bctwi-en  it  and  the  lake.  The  wind  was  blowing  a  gale  at 
the  time,  and  the  caj)tain  found  that  he  could  not  ascend  the  river;  he 
therefore  run  north  along  the  shore  to  a  \nnut  opj)Osite  and  in  range  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  river,  and  dropped  anchor.  His  vessel  swung 
around  and  her  stern  struck  the  beach,  every  sea  carried  her  further  on, 
and  he  conceived  the  idea  that  the  heavy  sea  might  carry  her  over  the  bar. 
As  each  succeeding  wave  struck  the  vessel  he  would  let  out  his  cable,  and 
he  linaily  crossed  the  bar  in  that  way.  ^\.s  the  last  wave  cleared  him  of 
I  lie  bar  he  slip|)ed  the  cable,  and  the  vessel  entered  the  harbor  stem 
tirst.  Most  sailors  would  consider  this  a  very  unsailor-like  manner  of 
entering  a  harbor,  but  with  Captain  Hinkley  it  was  any  way  to  enter  a 
safe  })ort  in  a  storm. 

In  1829-30,  when  St.  Joseph  was  first  settled,  there  was  a  cleared  spot 
of  ground  of  about  an  acre,  on  the  lirow  of  the  hill  overlooking  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  that  had  once  been  an  Indian  burying-ground.  In  late  years, 
as  the  bank  broke  away,  kettles,  iialchcts.  and  various  other  relics  and 
bones  of  human  remains  were  unearthed.  A  few  years  since  the  village 
authorities  graded  the  street  that  passes  over  the  ground,  and  in  doing 
so  several  graves  were  opened.  Some  bodies  were  ai)])arently  buried 
with  birch  bark  around  them,  and  some  with  what  appeared  portions 
of  a  dug-out  canoe,  the  bark  and  wood  being  (juite  sound;  one  gun  entire 
was  found,  ami  various  other  relics  and  trinkets.  There  can  hardly  be 
a  doubt  as  to  the  origin  of  the  graves  desci'ibed. 

Piut  the  most  inteicsting  relics  discovered  were  those  apjiarently  of 
an  entirely  dilVereiit  race  of  jieople,  and  were  doubtless  the  remains  of 
missionaries  or  of  those  connected  with  the  Jesuit  mission.  One  head 
was  found  covered  with  long,  black,  and  (juite  curly  hair,  looking  quite 
lifelike;  the  remains  of  another  were  found  with  a  piece  of  light-colored 
silk  about  its  head  or  neck.  Another  was  buried  apparently  in  a  long 
silk  robe;  at  the  neck  was  a  silver  brooch,  and  at  its  waist  wa.s  another 
very  large  one.  The  latter  was  circular  in  form  and  some  Vi\  oi-  4  indues 
in  diann'ier,  and  was  foijiied  liy  a  plain  circular  ground  work,  surnuMinted 
with  a  circle  of  crosses.  The  crosses  were  about  an  inch  long  and  placed 
close  tog<'ther,  the  foot  of  each  jioinling  to  the  center.  .Many  other 
ornaments  were  foiuid.  and  comparatively  in  great  |u*ofusion.  some  large 
and  some  small,  of  various  d<'\ices.  Some  of  them  were  of  pure  silver, 
while  others  were  of  a  hard  white  metal,  and  some  appear  to  liavc  been 
plated. 

This  burial  place  was  a  most  delighlfiil  sjioi.  and  it  is  not  strange  that 
such  an  one  should  be  selected  by  savages  or  civili/ed  men  in  which  to 
bury  Iheii'dead  to  await  the  final  icsiinecl  ion  or  from  which  to  b<'  trans- 
planted   to    the   Indian's   li.'ippy   hunting    gi'oiiiid.     The    sp(»l    w.'is    high. 
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commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding  country  and  tlie  mouth,  of  the 
river,  the  broad  expanse  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  an  unobstructed  view 
of  that  beauty  of  all  beauties, — the  glories  of  a  summer  sunset  when  he 
sinks  to  rest  in  the  bosom  of  the  lake. 

The  interesting  question  arises,  Whose  remains  w^ere  buried  there, 
and  when  were  they  buried?  Were  they  warriors,  or  were  they  humble 
soldiers  of  the  cross? 

*       *      *      Who   knows,   alas!  why   fret  the   soul, 

We  cannot  tempt  the  past  its  secrets  to  unfold; 

This  only  do  we  know,  this  only  can  we  read, — 

These  senseless  fragments  once  thought,  and  moved,  and  breathed; 

They  sailed  the  sea  of  life  fought  through  its  rolling  tide, 

Did  well  or  ill  their  part.    What  thenV  alas!  they  died. 


SETTLEMENT  OF  NEW  BUFFALO,   BERRIEN   COUNTY. 
BY    HENRT    BISHOP,    OF    KALAMAZOO. 

The  land  that  constituted  the  first  town  plat  was  located  by  Wessel 
Whitaker  in  the  fall  of  1834.  The  first  settlement  was  in  April,  1835. 
The  first  four  settlers  were  Wessel  Whitaker,  Henry  Bishop,  Freeman  A. 
Clough,  and  William  Hammond.  The  first  log  house  was  built  early  in 
April^  1835,  and  occupied  by  the  above  named  for  two  or  three  months. 
Our  beds  consisted  of  the  tops  of  pine  trees  laid  across  one  side  of  the  log 
building.  Captain  Whitaker  occupied  position  No.  1,  the  writer  of  this 
No.  2.  We  were  favored  with  a  buffalo  robe  and  a  comforter,  while  the 
traveler  only  had  what  nature  had  furnished  for  his  share  of  the  bed, 
unless  he  carried  it  with  him. 

Tbe  town  plat  was  surveyed,  andr  the  lots  and  blocks  staked  off  by 
Alonzo  Bennett,  in  April,  1835.  The  first  frame  building  was  erected 
at  the  foot  of  Whitaker  avenue,  in  May,  18.35,  and  occupied  by  W.  Whita- 
ker &  Co.,  which  firm  was  composed  of  Wessel  Whitaker,  Nelson  Willard, 
and  Henry  Bishop.  The  first  stock  of  goods  for  said  firm  was  landed 
from  the  schooner  Michigan  on  the  8th  day  of  June,  1835.  On  the  same 
day  the  schooner  hove  in  sight  on  Lake  Michigan,  having  the  goods  on 
board,  as  well  as  the  household  furniture  and  effects  of  Captain  Whita- 
ker, his  family  were  driven  into  town,  having  both  made  the  trip  from 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  the  unprecedented  short  space  of  eight  days,  the 
family  and  team  coming  to  Detroit  in  a  steamboat.  The  first  dwelling- 
house  was  erected  for  Captain  Whitaker,  and  occupied  by  his  familv  in 
June,  1835. 

The  first  hotel  was  built  and  occupied  by  Russell  Goodrich  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1835.  The  harbor  was  surveyed  the  same  year  by  Lieuts.  Berrien 
and  Rose  of  the  government  survey. 

The  first  saw-mill  was  built  on  section  12  in  said  township,  in  the 
spring  of  1835,  and  on  the  same  day  Captain  Whitaker  was  warned  by 
the  then  acting  Governor,  Stevens  T.  Mason,  to  be  and  appear  at  Niles 
to  raise  a  company  to  fight  for  the- retention  of  the  ten-mile  strip,  so- 
called,  and  claimed  by  both  Michigan  and  Ohio;  but  this  order  the  cap- 
tain declined  to  obey,  but  sent  word  to  Governor  Mason  that  he  on  that 
day  should  arm  and  equip  every  able-bodied  man  in  the  township  with 
hand-spikes  and  pike-poles  and  raise  a  saw-mill,  which  he  did. 

In  this  paper  I  have  merely  sought  to  show  how  and  by  whom  the  town 
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was  first  s«'ttle<l.  Any  fnrtluM'  inforiiiarion  may  be  olttainctl  from  the 
record  of  the  town,  and  probably  from  somo  of  the  first  settlers,  who  may 
be  still  livin^^  in  the  neighborhood.  Of  the  first  four  I  know  of  none 
livinjj  but  myself. 

BLEEKER  COIJNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Mich U/aii  enact.  That  townships 
numbered  31  north,  range  27  west;  32  north,  ranges  20,  27.  and  28  west; 
33  north,  ranges  2G,  27,  28  west;  34  north,  ranges  25,  2(>,  27,  28,  and  21) 
west;  3.")  north,  ranges  24,  25,  20,  27,  28,  and  29  west;  30  north,  ranges 
24,  25,  20.  27.  28  west;  37  north,  ranges  25,  20,  27,  28  west;  38  north, 
ranges  25,  20.  27,  28,  20  west;  3!)  north,  ranges  25.  20.  27.  2s,  21».  3(1  west; 
40  north,  ranges  25,  20.  27,  28,  2!).  30,  31  west;  41  north,  ranges  25,  20, 
27,  28,  29,  30,  31  west,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  organized  into  the 
count}'  of  Bleeker. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  three  places  selected  for  a  county-seat  in  said 
county,  which  shall  not  be  less  than  five  miles  distant  from  each  other, 
by  A.  F.  Lyon.  (Jharles  McLeod,  and  James  MeCalYrey,  who  are  hereby 
appointed  canvassers  for  the  same.  The  said  several  selections  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  of  said  county  at  the  next  general  election  there- 
after, and  the  place  or  selection  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
shall  be  deemed  the  county-seat  for  said  county. 

Sec.  6.  Said  county  is  hereby  created  and  declared  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  with  all  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  upon  or  required 
<if  orgai/ed  counties  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of   this  State. 

Si:c.  10.  That  said  county  of  IJleeker,  when  organiz<'d  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  attached  to  the  disti-ict  court  of  the  Upper  Peninsula,  and  the 
judge  of  said  circuit  shall  hold  one  term  of  said  court  in  said  county 
in  each  year. 

Sec.  11.  The  territory  hereby  described  and  designated  as  the  county 
of  Bleeker,  shall,  until  the  same  is  organized,  be  attached  to  the  town- 
ship of  Marcpiette,  in  the  county  of  Marquette,  for  all  judicial  and  othjr 
|tnrposes. 

Approved  March  15,  1801. 

Section  1  of  an  act  to  amend  act  number  two  hundred  and  thirteen, 
etc.,  reads  as  follows: 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Miclii</(in  enact.  That  the  county  of  IJleeker 
is  herebv  organized  into  the  countv  of  Menominee,  etc.  Approved  March 
19,  1803. 

The  county-seat  was  established  at  .Menominee  by  commissioners,  soon 
afl<'r  the  al»()ve  act  ]tasse«l.  See  liisiory  of  Menominee.  l>y  Hon.  K.  S. 
Ingalls. 

I'.K.WCH  ("OIXTV. 

lie  it  enacted  hif  the  Lct/islntin   ('inin<il  of  llic  Tcrritori/  of  Michii/an : 

Section  10.  That  so  mnch  of  the  count ry  as  lies  west  of  the  line 
between  ranges  four  and  live  west  of  the  meridian,  and  east  of  the  line 
betwi'cn  ranges  eight  and  nine  west,  and  s(tutli  of  the  line  between  town- 
Khii)8  four  and  five  south  of  the  base  line,  and  n(»rili  of  the  lMiiiii(|;iiy  line 
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between  this  Territory  and  State  of  Indiana,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
set  off  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name  thereof  shall  be  Branch. 

Sec.  14.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  contravening  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  October  29,  1829. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  htf  the  Legislative  Council  of  tlie  Territory  of 
Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Branch  shall  be  organized  from  and  after 
the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
counties  of  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters,  now  pending 
before  the  courts  of  record  of  St.  Joseph  county,  or  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  said  county  of  St.  Joseph,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judg- 
ment and  execution,  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  shall  be  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said  county  of  Branch  had  not  been 
organized. 

Sec.  3.     That  this  act  shall   take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  March  next. 
.     Approved  February  1,  1833. 

Branch  County. — Named  from  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  Jackson's  cabinet  from  1829  to  1831.  Born  in  North  Carolina,  died 
in  1863. 

Coldwater  is  the  county-seat  of  Branch  county.  It  is  a  flourishing 
city,  and  numbers  among  its  many  attractions  the  art  gallery  of  Hon. 
Henry  C.  Lewis.  He  has  spent  a  large  sum  on  pictures  and  statuary. 
With  a  praiseworthy  liberality  he  invites  the  public  to  visit  it  every  Satur- 
day, free  of  charge.  Here  too,  is  the  State  Public  School,  recently  estab- 
lished. The  school  was  founded  by  the  State  for  the  support,  care,  and 
education  of  the  children  who  had  previously  been  brought  up  in 
wretchedness  in  the  various  county  poor-houses.  Proposals  for  its 
enlargement  are  already  under  consideration. 

A  part  of  the  township  of  Coldwater  was  set  off  into  the  city  of  Cold- 
water  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  February  28,  1861. 

BROWN  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan^  That  all  the  district  of  country  bounded  north  by  the  county 
of  Michilimackinac_,  west  by  Wisconsin  river,  south  by  the  line  between 
townships  eleven  and  twelve  north,  in  the  (ireen  Bay  land  district,  and 
east  by  the  line  drawn  due  north  through  the  middle  of  Lake  Michigan 
until  it  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county  of  Michilimackinac, 
shall  constitute  the  county  of  Brown. 

Approved  September  6,  1834. 

This  county  was  merged  in  Crawford  county,  exactly  w^hen  is  not 
ascertained. 
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CALHOUN  COUNTY. 

Br  it  enacted  hy  the  Lefjifilntire  CnunrU  of  the  Terr'xtorfi  of  Micliiiidii: 

Section  C\  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  lies  south  of  the  base  lin?, 
and  north  of  the  line  between  townshiits  four  and  live  south  of  the  base 
line,  and  west  of  the  line  between  ranjies  three  and  four  west  of  the 
meridian,  and  east  of  the  line  between  ranjjes  eight  and  nine  west,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name 
thereof  shall  be  Calhoun. 
Approved  October  29,  1829. 

Section  1.  lie  it  enacted  hi/  the  J,i(/is]<itire  Council  of  Hie  Tenitorjf  of 
Michifjan,  That  the  county  of  Calhoun  shall  be  orj^anized  from  and  after 
the  takinrj  etfect  of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all 
the  rijjhts  and  privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
counties  of  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Si:c.  2.  All  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters,  now  pending  before 
the  courts  of  record  of  Kalamazoo  county,  or  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  said  county  of  Kalamazoo,  shall  be  ])rosecuted  to  tinal  judg- 
ment and  execution;  and  all  taxes  lu^retofore  levied  in  said  county  of' 
Calhoun  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said  county 
of  Calhoun  had  not  been  organized. 

Sec.  8.  This  act  shall  take  ettect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next. 

Approved  March  G,  1883. 

r'alhoun  county  was  named  from  John  C.  Calhoun.  Yico  President  of 
the  United  States  from  1825  to  1833;  also  Secretary  of  War  in  Monroe's 
caltinet. — the  defender  of  slavery  and  father  of  secession  doctrines.  Born 
1782,  died  1850.     Marshall  is  the  county-seat  of  this  county. 


EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OF  CALHOUN  COUNTY. 

BY    COL.    CHARLES    DICKEY. 
[Read  before  the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  February  2.  ISTC] 

Mu.  Presidext:  The  centennial  year  of  our  national  existence  is  upon 
ns,  and  this  seems  a  fitting  occasion  as  the  representatives  of  Michigan 
pioneei-s  to  exchange  greetings,  conipare  nol(^s  and  recollections  of  the 
trials,  i)leasures,  and  conquests  of  our  early  days  in  Michigan. 

A  lai'ge  jioi'tion  of  the  pioneers  of  our  State  came  here  young  and, 
generally,  poor,  witli  just  money  enough  to  buy  their  bomes  and  pay  their 
naturalexpenses  in  the  near  future.  There  are  but  few  left  of  our  very 
earliest  settlers  to  relate  the  interesting  «'vents  that  occurred  in  those 
times  in  the  history  of  our  respective  localities.  Those  who  came  first 
were  ardent  and  joyous.  Although  early  historians  rej)resented  Michi- 
gan unfavorably,  still  those  settlers  hoped  much  from  an  unknown 
future  when  life's  best  liusiness  was  little  thouglit  of.  but  with  many  of 
us  now  begun  in  real  earnest. 

These  memories  f>f  tin*  past,  \\liicli  we  meet  to  discuss  on  th(>se  stated 
occasions,  will  increase  and  brighten  with  age  wliil(>  life  remains.     And 
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these  recollections  remind  us  of  our  happiest  days,  while  enjoying  the 
society  of  those  near  and  dear  to  us.  long  since  passed  away. 

It  is  always  pleasant  as  we  attend  these  pioneer  gatherings  to 
take  a  retrospective  view  of  life,  now  that  we  are  able  to  realize  that 
those  golden  opportunities  of  early  life  are  past  and  gOne.  Michigan  is 
our  home,  here  we  raised  our  children,  and  here  we  expect  to  spend  our 
declining  years^  fully  persuaded  that  when  we  are  gone  our  children  will 
discharge  the  responsibilities  of  life  with  credit  to  themselves  and  their 
ancestors. 

It  was  many  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  Michigan  that  Calhoun 
was  first  settled,  as  our  lands  were  not  in  market  until  October,  1830. 
Sidney  Ketchum,  the  recognized  pioneer  of  our  county,  came  in  August, 
1830,  in  seach  of  a  home  and  a  fortune  in  the  future.  On  his  way  here 
from  Clinton  county,  N.  Y.,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Samuel'Camp 
of  Ann  Arbor,  who  was  persuaded  to  pilot  him  through  the  new  counties 
of  Jackson,  Calhoun,  and  Kalamazoo,  prospecting.  The  lands  of  our 
county  were  to  be  in  market  at  the  Monroe  Land  Office  in  October,  and 
this  being  a  delightful  season  of  the  year  for  travel  in  the  wilds  of  Michi- 
gan, with  the  inconveniences  naturally  incident  to  a  journey  upon  Indian 
trails  only^  they  became  so  much  interested  in  the  country  they  decided 
to  locate  here.  Mr.  Ketchum  took  minutes  of  the  land  covering  the 
water  powers  at  the  forks  of  Kalamazoo,  now  Albion,  and  at  Bice  creek 
at  its  junction  with  the  Kalamazoo  at  Marshall;  and  on  their  way  to 
Kalamazoo  in  search  of  floats,  overtook  Judge  Eldred  and  Euel  Starr  on 
Bear  Plains,  three  miles  west  of  Marshall,  where  they  went  prospecting 
down  the  valley  to  Comstock  creek,  where  Eldred  and  Starr  remained, 
when  Ketchum  and  Camp  made  for  Titus  Bronson's, — familiarly  called 
Potato  Bronson.  He  had  his  shanty  up  at  Kalamazoo.  Bronson  was 
Camp's  neighbor  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  had  introduced  the  Neshannock 
potato  into  Michigan  and  had  that  year  raised  700  bushels  on  an  acre, 
the  avails  of  which  paid  for  the  claim  then  made.  Bronson  afterwards 
located  these  lands,  and  in  the  May  following  John  Allen,  Calvin  Smith, 
iind  Orange  Ridson,  commissioners,  located  the  county  site  of  Kala- 
mazoo county.  Bronson  bargained  his  claim  that  evening  with  Ketchum, 
but  in  the  morning,  the  family  objecting,  it  was  abandoned.  Noble 
McKinstry  was  found  at  Schoolcraft,  who  arranged  with  Ketchum  to 
procure  p,oats  and  locate  two  parcels  of  land  in  Calhoun  county  when 
the  land  office  opened  at  Monroe  in  October  (this  was  in  August)  for  a 
commission  of  seventy-five  per  cent,  McKinstry  to  go  by  way  of  Detroit 
for  his  money  on  Ketcliunrs  check. 

Ketchum  and  Camp  at  once  returned  to  Marshall,  and  on  their  way 
called  on  Judge  Eldred  at  Comstock.  creek,  where  they  learned  that 
Starr  had  returned  to  Marshall,  with  eight  day's  rations  to  establish  a 
<:laim.  This  news  excited  Ketchum,  who  hastened  back  to  Marshall  where 
he  found  Starr  slashing  brush  and  marking  trees  to  make  good  his 
claim.  Ketchum  at  once  negotiated  with  Starr  for  his  claim,  giving 
him  the  |100  and  gun  which  Elronson  was  to  have  for  the  claim  at  Kala- 
mazoo. Camp  in  the  meantime  discovered  that  a  Mr.  Blushfield  was 
ahead,  and  had  not  only  marked  trees  at  the  section  corners  and  quarter 
posts,  but  had  a  load  of  lumber  brought  from  Flowerfield  which  it  took 
him  two  weeks  to  haul.  Blushfield  was  soon  found  building  a  log  tavern 
at  Slab  City,  Jackson  county,  when  Ketchum  made  all  satisfactory  by 
paying  Blushfield  a  gun  and  |7o. 

Messrs.  Ketchum,  Camp,  and  Starr  returned  to  Ann  Arbor.  Very  soon 
17 
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Kotcliuni  jumI  Stan-  wcnl   back  l(»  New    \'ork.  At'lciwards  Starr  locateil 
in  Porter  county,  Iowa,  where  he  amassed  a  fortune  and  died  last  sum 
mer. 

On  the  15th  of  Octolx'r.  Nolih-  Mclvinsliy  located  the  west  half  of  south- 
east (juarter.  se«tion  2S.  7'2  south,  ranjic  (»  west,  (>7  acres,  covering  the 
water  power  at  Marshall,  and  th<'  Kith  of  October,  Ephraini  Hanson 
lociitcd  the  south  half  of  the  nortluasl  ([uarter,  section  L\  7'.\  south,  ranjie 
4  west,  Albion.  These  lands  Kctihuui  expected  would  be  located  in  his 
name,  the  only  lands  located  in  Calhoun  county  in  is:i().  TIkmc  were 
some  tifty  parcels  taken  early  in  IS.'il.  (Jeor<re  Ketchum  came  to  Marshall 
to  build  mills,  with  Mr.  :iud  Mrs.  liall.  H.  P.  Wisuer,  and  four  others, 
Abram  Davison  and  Jotham  Wood  came  in  February.  \S'M,  located  the 
160  acres,  the  original  village  ]tlat  of  Marshall,  on  which  the  county, site 
was  located  by  l{ogei-  S.  May.  Thomas  Hov.land,  and  Joseph  W.  Tori-y. 
commissioners  a]t|)ointed  by  (Jov.  Mason  .Inly  'M,  lS;i1,  ami  by  jtroclama- 
tion  of  (lov.  Mason,  October  7.  IS'il,  duly  contirnu'd. 

Oil  the  17th  .luly,  1S:U.  Isaac  N.  Ilurd,  Lucias  Lyon.  (leoijie  Ketchuni, 
H.  H.  Comstock.  and  Joliu  IJertiam  located  twelve  ]>arcels  in  Marshall 
township,  and  during  that  yi^ar  A.  L.  Hays,  John  I).  Pierce,  John  I. 
Guernse.v,  Stephen  Kimball.  Sidney  S.  Alcott,  Thomas  and  Peter  Chis- 
liolm.  Henry  Cook,  llcuiy  Faliiig.  IC/ia  and  Samuel  Convis,  Nathan 
Pierce,  Nathaniel  Barney,  J'olodon  Hudson,  Thomas  J.  Hurlbert.  Asahel 
Warner.  Tliomas  Huilaiid.  Thomas  Kuighl.  S.  (1.  Crossmau,  Solomon 
M.  Allen,  H.  P.  Wisner,  Doweiia  AN'illiams,  Josiah  (Jodard.  Powel  (Jroom, 
Oshea    Wihier.  ami   many  otlieis  came  to  this  county. 

Calhoun  count  v  tirst  attached  to  St.  Josc^pli  for  judicial  luirposes  in 
1829,  and  to  Kalamazoo  in  1831.  July  29th,  1832,  Calhoun  county,  by 
act  of  Territcuial  I.egislature,  organized  into  one  townslii|),  Marshall 
March  (Jth,  IS'M',,  an  act  of  the  T.,egislature  fully  organizing  the  county 
for  judicial  purposes,  and  the  tirst  session  of  circuit  court  November  7th, 
W.  A.  Fletcher  presiding;  Kleazer  McConely,  associate.  A  grand  and  petit 
jury  was  summoned  with  Oshea  \N'il(ler  foreman.  All  discharg<'d  f(n- 
want  of  business,  l•^)l•  a  further  history  of  I  he  judiciary  of  Calhoun 
county  I  refer  you  to  Judge  \\'oodiutf's  remarks  made  at  the  dedication  of 
(Uir  n«*w  court-house,  the  ISth  of  January.  1875. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  Calhoun  county  men  had  money  to  buy  lands 
for  their  homes.  Some  had  UKUiev  to  buy  on  speculatiou.  Then  we  had 
no  s(i}(Knix  for  laboring-sa\  iug  jiurposes.  and  liKifin;/  was  not  at  all  .agree- 
able. In  those  early  times  every  man  was  a  n<'ighbor;  now  some  go  fifty 
miles  to  lind  one.  This  one  is  loo  rich,  that  'ine  not  rich  enough,  or  his. 
politics  or  nligion  is  wrong.  No  trouble  of  lliat  kind  in  our  early  asso- 
ciations, for  all  were  then  poor  and  felt  it  no  disgrac<>.  Then  we  had  no- 
roads,  ami  sometimes  in  going  to  balls  ami  Itees  in  limbered  lands  the- 
crotched  sled  hauled  by  oxen  was  used,  and  if  perchanc«»  in  getting  over 
a  large  log  the  |)arty  would  sliji  oil  behind,  it  made  no  <litferen«-e;  a  'V/«/'*" 
had  (piite  as  many  invitations  to  dance  as  though  slw  had  not  slijiped 
off  the  sled.  Then  We  had  "slews"  of  foot  visiting, —  \V(Uuen  ami  children 
in   the  afternomi,  husbands  and  beaux  in   tl  e  evening  for  ;i  dance. 

Farly  in  ls;{l  several  families  came  to  Calhoun  county.  Dr.  Hays.  I'eter 
Chisholm,  John  D.  Fierce.  |{amlall  llobart.  Charles  D.  Smith.  Samuel 
Camp,  ami  others.  There  was  considenibl"  building  done  that  season. 
The  first  Inuise  was  built  by  I'^uller  on  Kear  IMains.  and  while  building. 
Mullett,  ((unmissioner  to   locnte   Cniversity   lands,  ipiartered  <»n    I^'ullei- 
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with  his  party,  eating  his  latious  and  drinldno-  his  whislvv.  To  comfort 
liim  for  his  hospitality,  Mullett  pointed  out  the  north  line  of  six  sections 
of  University  land  then  located  with  Fuller's  house  some  ten  or  twelve 
rods  on  the  University  land.  Fuller  became  disgusted,  went  back  to  Ann 
Arbor,  and  gave  the  house  to  S'amuel  Camp,  who  located  three  lots 
immediately  north  of  this  land,  moved  the  house,  and  afterwards  sold 
to  John  Bertram,  who  lived  there  while  building  the  tirst  framed  house 
and  barn  in  Calhoun  counts'  in  1730,  L.  G.  Crossman,  master  mechanic. 
At  the  raising  was  John  D.  Pierce,  ir^idney  Ketchum,  Deacon  Spencei-. 
Marvin  Preston,  Isaac  X.  Hurd,  Crary  and  Ketchum  to  hold  the  foot  of 
the  posts. 

In  1S82  quite  a  I'ush  for-  land  took  })lace  and  lasted  till  the  IMack  Hawk 
war  broke  out  in  May,  and  in  June  tbe  cholera,  making  sad  work  with  our 
weak  settlement.*  More  than  half  the  pojjulation  of  Marshall  died, — of 
that  number  Isaac  X.  Hurd  and  Mrs.  John  I).  Pierce,  the  latter  buried  in 
the  night  by  her  husband  and  Randall  Hobart.  No  female  hand  to  aid  in 
burying  this  refined  and  cultivated  woman^  who  used  to  sing  "Sweet 
Home"  as  none  other  could.  She  \v(»uld  impart  to  it  such  a  jjathos  that  a 
tear-drop  would  start  to  the  eye  of  the  listener. 

Luther  H.  Hays,  born  October,  1881,  was  the  first  boy  born  in  the 
county  and  Emeline  Chisholm,  the  first  girl,  was  born  in  January.  1832. 
Our  people  were  obliged  to  go  to  Dexter  east,  and  Flowerfield  west,  to  do 
the  milling.  The  mail  accommodated  us  once  a  week.  Mrs.  (Jeorgc 
Ketchum  took  the  care  of  it;  it  was  kept  in  a  cigar  box. 

The  Marshall  and  Comstock  mills  started  late  in  1832.  Afterwards  a 
strife  arose  between  Sidney  Ketchum  and  H.  H.  Comstock  as  to  the  head 
of  steam  navigation  on  the  Kalamazoo.  Comstock  lost  the  county  seat 
of  Kalamazoo,  when  Ketchum  claimed  the  jirize.  Marshall  was  litho- 
grai)hed  with  steamboats  and  fiags  fiving  as  the  future  capital  of  the 
State. 

Actual  settlers  came  to  our  county  in  large  numbers  in  1833  and  1834, 
but  most  of  the  lands  were  taken  in  1835  and  1830.  Our  population  in- 
creased rapidlv,  so  that  during  our  first  decade  we  increased  to  10,99!); 
in  1850,  to  19,109;  in  1800,  to  29,398,  and  the  fourth  decade,  to  1870,  30,571. 
In  1840  Michigan  raised  2,157,108  bushels  of  wheat  and  153,000  lt»s.  of 
wool.  In  1850,  4,893,141  bushels  of  wheat  and  2.000,000  1T)S.  of  wool. 
In  1800,  8,171,088  bushels  of  wiieat  and  3,929,113  ms.  of  wool.  In 
1870.  10,290,989  bushels  of  wheat  and  8,804,989  ITis.  of  wool. 

Your  speaker  bought  the  first  wool  sold  foi-  money  in  six  counties  in 
1837.  being  Calhoun.  Kalamazoo,  Barry,  Eaton.  Jackson,  and  Branch,  and 
then  got  less  than  8,000  lbs. 

To  John  D.  Pierce  and  Isaac  E.  Crary,  who  came  to  Calhoun  county 
in  1831,  is  due  tbe  credit  of  organizing  our  present  system  of  public 
schools,  which  proves  to  be  one  of  the  noblest  features  of  (uir  country. 
They,  too,  had  much  to  do  in  securing  the  72  sections  of  University  land, 
and  section  10  of  every  town  in  the  State  for  primary  schools,  besides  salt 
spring  lands  and  internal  improvement  lands, — not  sicaiiip  lands. 

How  true  it  is  that  the  world  knows  little  of  its  greatest  men,  here  is 
an  instance.  While  these  men  may  not  comjjare  in  some  respects  with 
those  who  invented  gunpowder,  the  mariner's  comjjass,  the  application  of 
steam,  or  the  discovery  of  America,  yet  we  «re  made  to  realize  quite  as 
much  real  benefit  from  the  free  schools  of  Michigan  as  from  either  one  of 
those  discoveries,  if  such  a  comparison  is  admissible. 
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Speakin<;  of  railroatls,  when  our  county  win  orf^ani/A'd  there  was  U(»t 
a  mile  of  laih-oad  in  America,  and  only  thirty-two  miles  in  Europe.  (jeor<;e 
Stephenson's  ''Kocket,"  invented  in  1831,  was  the  first  locomotive  that 
could  haul  three  times  its  own  weight,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  miles  an  hour. 
A  Pennsylvanian  invented  a  tubular  boiler  that  same  year  and  expected 
to  compete  with  Stephenson  for  a  prize  of  lo'iO,  but  while  experimenting 
his  machine  jumped  the  track  and  lie  was  killed.  ^Jichigan's  fii'st  loco- 
motive, named  ''Rocket,"  was  landed  here  in  1837, — not  a  mile  of  rail- 
road then  in  Michigan.  Now  thiity-foui-  sejiarate  roads  ])ay  a  specific 
tax  to  the  State,  and  probably  full  To.lHHI  miles  of  track  is  in  running 
order  in  the  United  States  today. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  as  I  am  trespassing  njxui  linic  which  can  better  be 
occupied  by  others.  T  will  come  to  a  conclusion.  I  take  i)leasure  in  invit- 
ing all  piMsons  from  far  and  near  to  join  us  in  our  svmicrntennial  some 
time  in  1880.  as  a  sort  of  old  folks"  reunion,  when  not  only  every  town  in 
Calhoun  county  can  be  represented  witli  their  relics,  but  all  the  pioneers 
of  the  State.  When  the  aged  and  the  honored  may  be  cheered  and  re- 
freshed; when  the  young  men  and  women  i,nay  be  reminded  of  the  re- 
sponsibilities resting  upon  them,  and  of  the  debt  of  gratitude  and  respect 
they  owe  the  noble  men  and  women  who,  under  difficulties,  laid  the 
foundation  strong  and  deej)  by  which  we  have  become  a  prosperous, 
cultivated  and  happy  people. 


(ASS  rorxTV. 

Jie  it  ciitictcd  1)1/  the  Lci/islatlrc  Council  of  the  Terrltori/.  of  Michit/an: 

Sec.  12.  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  lies  west  of  the  line  between 
ranges  twelve  and  thirteen  west  of  the  nuM-idian.  and  east  of  the  line  be- 
tween i-anges  sixteen  and  seventeen  west,  and  south  of  the  line  between 
townshijis  four  and  five  south  of  the  base  line,  and  north  of  the  boundary 
line  between  this  Teirit()ry  and  the  State  of  Indiana,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  set  oft"  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name  thereof  shall  be  Ca.ss. 

Approved  October  LM»,  1S1M>. 

Jie  it  emtetnl  li//  the  l^'t/isltttirc  Vouneil  of  llie  Tenitorif  of   ]fichi</(i}i: 

Skctio.n  1.  That  the  county  of  Cass  shall  be  organized  from  and  after 
the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  i»rivileges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  couu- 
ties  of  this  Territory  ai-e  entitled. 

Skc  .  ;».  The  lirst  term  of  said  c((urt  in  the  county  nl'  C;iss  shall  be 
holdcn  ;it  the  school  house,  neiH'  the  house  of  Kzra  Ueardsly.  in  sai<l 
county. 

Si;<'.  JO.  Tluil  the  connly  of  ("nss  sli;ili  lie  one  circuit,  and  the  court 
foi-  the  same  shall  be  In-ld  iieicjiriei'  on  the  second  Tnes<l;iy  of  .\ugust 
ill  each  year. 

,\ppi-ovcd   November   1.  1S1'I». 

Cass  county,  niinied  after  Lew  is  ( ';iss.  Teirilori;il  ( io\  eriior  ol  Micliigan 
from  isl  I  io  is:il  ;  Secreliir.\  ttf  Slate  under  I'liclninan ;  resigned  his  (dlice 
rathei' (h;in  be  ;in  accomplice  of  secession,      i'.fun  in  lTS'J;die(l  in  IStKJ. 

County  seal.  Cassopolis.  established  in  1S.",*J.  The  first  selllein<'nt  in 
the  village  was  made  by  .Miinni  Tieisorl.  .7r..  who  cnine  frcuii  Ohio  with 
his  fainilv  ;ind  settled  on  the  hanks  of  Stone  l.;ike  in  the  sprin-  of  ls-_'!>. 
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THE   PIONEERS'    PICNIC,    CASSOPOLIS,   JUNE   21,    1876. 

ADDRESS  BY  GOV.  EAGLET— REMINISCENCES  AND  RECOLLECTIONS  BY  OTHER 

PIONEERS. 

The  day  for  the  pioneers'  picnic  was  most  propitious.  The  large 
quantities  of  rain  that  had  fallen  every  day  during  the  week  before  had 
left  the  earth  so  wet  that  corn  plowing  was  out  of  the  question^  and  there- 
fore the  people  from  the  country  could  leave  home  as  well  as  not.  The 
day  was  comfortably  cool,  and  excepting  that  the  ground  was  a  little 
moist,  although  that  was  in  better  condition  in  the  woods  than  could 
have  been  hoped,  there  was  nothing  in  that  direction  to  be  desired. 

Early  in  the  morning  people  began  to  comie  to  town^  singly  and  in 
squads,  but  generally  whole  families  together,  and  the  arrivals  were  con- 
stant until  one  o'clock,  many  taking  their  dinner  at  home  before  starting 
for  the  ground. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  Edwardsburg  band  arrived  and  proceeded  to 
the  ground,  followed  by  quite  a  number  of  teams,  being  the  only  attempt 
at  forming  a  procession  during  the  day.  Governor  Bagley,  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  arrived  on  the  ten  o'clock  train^  and  were  taken  in  charge  by 
lion.  C.  W.  Clisbee,  whose  guests  they  were  during  their  tarry  here. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  assemblage  was  called  to  order^  and  the  exercises 
commenced  with  prayer  by  Rev.  James  Ketchum. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  to  collect  money  to  defray 
expenses,  and  take  proper  care  of  the  specimens  in  the  museum:  John 
Haines,  Eli  Green,  Wm.  Baldwin,  and  Hon.  John  Struble. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  w^as  read  and  adopted,  and 
after  music  by  the  Edwardsburg  band_,  an  election  of  officers  for  1876  was 
held,  with  the  following  result: 

President — Uzziel  Putnam,  Jr. 

Vice  President — John  Nixon. 

Treasurer — John  Teitsort. 

Secretary — John  T.  Enos. 

Assistant  Secretary — W.  H.  Mansfield. 

Executive  Committee — J.  C.  Bradt,  Marcellus;  Reuben  Hinshaw,  Volinia; 
John  Greene,  Wayne;  A.  Conklin,  Silver  Creek;  Joseph  E.  Garwood,, 
Pokagon;  G.  B.  Turner^  LaGrange;  J.  E.  Bonine,  Penn;  A.  L.  Dunn,  New- 
berg;  J.  H.  Hitchcox,  Porter;  L.  J.  Reynolds,  Calvin;  James  Lowman,  Sr., 
Jefferson;  E.  C.  Smith,  Howard;  John  Barber,  Milton;  M.  H.  Lee,  Ontwa; 
James  Ashley,  Mason. 

After  more  music  an  adjournment  was  had  for  dinner^  and  for  a  couple 
of  hours  the  three  thousand  people  on  the  grounds,  arranged  in  groups 
under  the  trees  and  in  the  fair  buildings,  created  havoc  among  the  eat- 
ables that  had  been  put  up  for  the  occasion. 

Dinner  disposed  of,  the  assemblage  was  called  to  order  in  front  of  the 
stand  by  music,  and  Hon.  G.  B.  Turner  introduced  Gov.  John  J.  Bagley, 
the  speaker  of  the  day,  as  follows : 

Pioneers  of  Michigan:  One  hundred  years  ago  your  fathers  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  great  republic,  and  for  more  than  half  a  century  they 
built  industriously  and  faithfully  upon  that  foundation.  And  when  with 
them  life's  labors  were  ended,  they  trnnsmitted  all  the  results  of  that 
labor  to  you.  And  what  are  they?  In  brief,  a  territorial  area  reaching 
from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  great  lakes  on  the  north  to  the  Gulf  of 
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Mexico  on  tlic  s<int!i,  a  constilutional  jiovcniiiiciil  ^nai"MH»M'iii<i  to  von 
and  to  vonr  i)ost«Mity  idij^ions  and  political  freedom.  These  thev  ga\'e 
yon.  and  every  otiier  essential  element  thai  j^ocs  to  make  np  a  jiowerfnl 
nation,  a  pi-osperons  and  happy  jMMtplc.  All  these  yon  icccived  lidm  thcii' 
hands,  and  have  bronght  tlicm  down  to  this  Centennial,  ami  are  ahont 
to  hand  them  ovei-  to  yoni-  olVspiinji,  not  only  nnimiiaiied.  Ixit  enlar«;;ed, 
stienjrlhened,  ami  beantitied  by  physical  and  mental  toil. 

Vonr  childi-en  accept  their  noble  heiitap:e,  and  here,  in  Ix-half  of  the 
yonng  ^feneration  j;ro\vinj;  nji  aronnd  yon,  and  with  hands  nplifted  to 
Nonr  staii-y  banner.  I  ple(l;^('  to  yon.  pioneei-s  of  the  Noi'thw«*st,  that  they 
will  take  np  their  grand  work  wheic  y(»n  lay  it  down,  and  carry  it  for- 
ward with  a  zeal,  an  energy,  an  intelligence  nnsurjiasscd  cncii  by  their 
sires. 

It  is  evidently  |»roper  I  hat  on  I  his  ( 'entennial  yeai-  of  American  indejM'n- 
deiiee,  yon  slnuild  asseiidde  yonrselves  logethei-  nnder  tin*  shade  (d"  these 
majestic  forest  ti-ees,  and  tell  yonr  children  how  costly  is  the  inheritam-e 
yon  are  abont  to  leave  them,  and  how  necessary  it  is.  at  all  times  and 
nnder  all  circnmstanc-es.  to  keej)  step  to  the  mnsic  of  the  L'nion,  if  they 
WfHild  jn'ocni'e  the  jiricclcss  boon  of  freedom  and  independence.  Amongst 
the  pioneers  (d'  sonthein  .Michigan,  who  ai-e  with  ns  here  today,  is  one 
whose  early  strnggles  filly  illiistrales  the  energy  and  plmk  of  the  lirst 
settlers,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  beneficent  and  liberal  principles  of 
government,  which  the  fathers  threw  aronnd  iheii-  children. 

The  p«'rson  lo  whom  1  allnde.  is  tlie  honored  chief  executive  of  .Mich- 
igan, lion,  dohn  .).   r.agley. 

GOVERNOR    15AGLEYS    SPEECH. 

Mv  FiMKNits. — If  yon  had  asked  nw  to  come  here  and  talk  of  politics 
— if  yon  had  invited  nn*  to  "make  a  si)eecli.""  1  shonid  not  have  come,  bnt 
when  ycMi  said,  "come  and  talk  of  old  times  an<l  early  days."  I  conid  not 
say  no.  ^^'e  find  in  the  diclionaiy  the  wonl  pioneer  mi-ans  to  go  before — 
pre|)are  the  way  for.  The  nonn  jtioneer  meant  originally  a  foot  s(ddier  or 
a  foot  passenger — one  who  goes  befoie  to  remove  <»bslinct ions  or  pre|tare 
the  way  for  others.  ll<»w  fnlly  wc  who  have  lieeii  pioneers  apjireciale 
and  nnderstand  these  technical  deliiiitions  of  the  w«»rd.  and  yet  how  in 
completi'  and  im|»eifect  they  aie.  I'^iot  |»assengei's.  indeed,  we  were.  Ir 
was  easier  to  walk  than  to  ride;  bnt  whether  it  was  or  not.  we  walked. 
The  few  lionsehold  goods  wi-  owned — the  spinning  wheel  and  the  ov«'n — - 
tilled  the  wagon,  and  nM)ther  and  the  chihlren  chinked  into  the  spare 
places,  and  wc  ami  tin-  dog  walked.  l*re|iareis  of  the  way.  indee«l.  were 
we.  The  roads  we  bnill.  ihe  log  bridges  we  threw  acioss  the  streams 
we  did  n(d  destroy,  bnl  left  lor  those  who  were  to  come  nfter  ns.  The 
iiiom-ei"  was  nnsellish.  lie  c;iied  nni  wlieilirr  friend  oi-  fi»e  was  behind 
him:  if  lie  conld  make  his  way  any  more  easy  he  was  glad  of  it.  He 
ftit  that  ln'  was  in  partnershiji  with  the  world — "a  f«'llow  feeling  made 
him  wondrous  kind."  lie  was  Ihe  advance  gnard  of  :in  army  -connlless 
in  nnmbers.  iriesistil)le  in  its  power. — an  arm\  thai  knew  no  sndi  woi'd 
as  fail,  and  listene<l  to  no  order  for  retreat. 

The  pioneer  was  the  child  of  iJiugress.  lie  looked  np  and  iioi  down: 
foi'ward.  and  not  back.  I'.eliind  was  tin-  oast;  befoie  him  tin-  fninre. 
Tie  felt  that  the  wise  men  came  from  the  l']asl.  and  lo(d<  conrage.  The 
needle  of  his  compass  always  pointed  westward,  and  he  followed  il. 

Onr  jiioneers  drc;iined  dreams  and  saw    \  isions.    lie  dre;nned  of  the  old 
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home  on  the  hillsides  of  New  England,  or  the  quiet  valleys  of  New  York, 
of  gray-haired  father  and  mother,  watching-  from  the  low  doorway  the  de- 
]>arting  children,  or,  pei'chance,  sleeping  in  the  tillage  churchyard;  per- 
liaps  of  smaller  green  mounds  covering  his  John  or  Kate,  or  of  the 
country  church,  where  theologic  dust,  knocked  from  the  pulpit  cushion 
in  the  good  old  orthodox  way,  had  so  often  closed  his  eyes  and  ears  on 
drowsy  Sunday  afternoons;  or  of  the  S|jelling-bee  or  singing  school,  where 
he  first  met  the  countrj^  lass, 

'"Who.   tying   her  bonnet   under   lior  chin. 
Had  tied  the  young  nuin's  lieart  within,"' 

and  kept  it  tied  forever  after. 

His  dreams  were  of  the  yesterdays — his  visions  were  of  tomorrow.  He 
foresaw  hard  work  and  hard  times,  back-ache  and  heart-ache,  blue  days 
and  weary  nights;  but  he  saw,  too,  in  the  dim  future,  the  town,  the  village, 
the  city,  the  county,  the  State,  an  empire  of  itself;  he  saw  schools  and 
churches,  factories  and  fertile  fields,  institutions  of  science  and  learning; 
he  saw  capital  and  labor,  brain  and  body,  mind  and  muscle,  all  employed 
in  the  advancement  of  civilization  and  the  ])ermanent  improvement  of 
mankind.  And  of  all  this  he  was  to  be  a  [)art  and  parcel.  What  visions 
were  these?  Do  vou  wonder  that  the  pioneer  was  brave,  cheerful,  and 
faithful? 

Though  his  visions  were  grand,  the  realization  is  grander  still.  He 
builded  better  than  he  knew,  but  with  abundant  faith  in  the  future, 
adopted  as  the  motto  of  the  State,  ''^i  (juceris  peninsnlam,  amivnam  circum- 
spice — (if  thou  seekest  a  beautiful  peninsula,  behold  it  here),"— and, 
thanks  to  his  right  arm  and  courageous  heart,  we  do  behold  it,  covered 
with  quiet  villages,  thriving  cities,  fruitful  fields,  and  blooming  orchards, 
dotted  all  over  with  schools  and  colleges,  churches  and  public  institutions, 
that  tell  the  story  of  a  civilization,  grand  in  its  conception  and  mighty  in 
its  progress.  This  is  the  handiwork  of  the  pioneer,  the  ripened  crop  of 
the  white-covered  wagon. 

We  look  back  to  the  old  times  as  hard  times,  and  so  they  were;  full 
hearts  and  empty  purses,  hai'd  work  and  plenty  of  it,  shivering  ague  and 
wasting  fever,  were  the  common  lot  of  our  early  settlers,  yet  they  had 
their  share  of  good  times  too,  and  were  free  from  many  a  plague  that 
annoys  their  children. 

Hard  money  and  soft  money  were  not  debatable  questions.  You  may 
remember  the  story  of  the  man  who,  when  he  heard  tliat  the  bank  of 
Constantine  had  failed,  said,  "his  heart  came  into  his  mouth  when  he 
heard  of  it,  and  he  rushed  home  and  to  the  bureau  drawer,  when  he  found 
he  hadn't  any  Constantine  money,  or  any  other  sort."     He  was  a  pioneer. 

Butter  and  eggs  were  pin-money;  wheat  paid  the  store-keeper;  sled- 
lengfh,  knotty  wood,  that  wouldn't  make  fence  rails,  paid  the  minister, 
while  an  occasional  pig,  or  a  grist  of  corn  or  wheat  paid  the  doctor.  Trade 
was  the  order  of  the  day. — the  necessity  of  the  time.  And  so  we  traded, 
and  dickered,  and  swapped,  exchanging  products  and  helping  one  an- 
other; and  while  in  the  outside  world  bankers  talked  of  stocks  and  values, 
politicians  quarreled  over  tariffs  and  free  trade,  and  statesmen  wrote  of 
the  laws  of  trade,  of  corporations,  monopolies,  finances,  etc.,  somehow  or 
other,  in  our  trading  and  dickering,  we  managed  to  grow  a  little  better 
off  from  year  to  year. 

Quarrelsome  school  meetings  were  unknown  in  those  days.  We  never 
fought  over  the  question  of  whether  we  should  build  a  three-story  school- 
house  with  a  basement,  or  a  four- story  one  without;  or  whether  we  should 
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put  a  ciipdla  or  a  moi't^a^c  up(»n  U.  We  built  our  log  school-house, 
set  the  teacher  at  work^  and  boarded  him  rouud  the  ueighborhood.  The 
religious  life  of  the  pioneer  was  free  of  sectarianism.  The  itinerant 
minister  doing  his  Master's  work  w^as  always  welcome  to  home  and 
hearth-stone.  The  school-house  was  open  to  him,  regardless  of  his  creed. 
He  baptized,  and  buried,  and  married,  and  asked  no  questions,  and  got 
but  few  fees. 

The  diHerent  schools  of  medicine  let  the  pioneer  kindly  alone.  The 
boneset  and  wormwood,  pennyroyal  and  catnip  that  hung  on  the  chimney 
breasts,  or  on  the  rafters  in  the  roof,  were  commonly  enough;  but  if  not, 
when  we  called  in  the  hard-worked,  poorly-clad,  yet  patient  and  jolly 
doctor,  we  did  not  (luestion  his  "pathy"  or  his  diploma.  It  may  have 
been  parchment  or  paper,  from  a  college  on  earth,  or  in  no-man's  land, 
but  we  were  sure  his  pills  would  be  big  enough,  and  that  we  could  safely 
trust  his  jalap  and  cream  of  tartar,  his  calomel  and  quinine. 

Questions  of  domestic  economy  and  home  discipline,  that  do  worry  the 
best  of  us  nowadays,  gave  the  pioneer  but  little  trouble.  No  dispute 
could  be  gotten  up  over  the  pattern  of  the  parlor  carpet,  for  they  hadn't 
any,  or,  if  they  had,  it  was  of  rags. 

The  fashion  plates  did  not  reach  the  woods  in  those  days,  and  Jane's 
bonnet  and  Charlie's  coat  were  worn,  regardless  of  style,  till  they  were 
worn  out,  and  they  were  made  over  for  the  younger  children.  Who  called 
first,  and  who  called  last,  and  who  owed  calls,  were  not  debatable  ques- 
tions with  our  mothers;  they  visited  when  they  had  time  and  wanted  to, 
and  when  they  didn't  they  stayed  at  home. 

Insurance  agents  did  not  worry  the  pioneer, — his  log  house  was  fire 
proof.  Patent-right  peddlers  haunted  him  not,  for  necessity  made  him 
his  own  inventor.  Lightning-rod  agents,  smooth-tongued  and  oily,  let  him 
alone,  as  lightning  had  no  terrors  for  him.  The  jaunty,  allable  sewing- 
machine  man  had  not  been  born  to  trouble  the  soul  of  our  mothers. 

Mellifluous  melodeons  were  not  set  up  in  the  parlor  on  trial.  The 
robins  and  the  frogs,  the  orioles  and  the  owls  made  music  enough  for 
him. 

The  height  and  color,  the  architecture  and  structure  of  the  first  house 
gave  us  no  uneasiness.  It  was  built  of  logs  any  way.  If  we  were  inclined 
to  be  extravagant,  we  painted  the  door  and  window-casings  red,  making 
the  paint  of  buttermilk  and  brick  dust.  The  pathway  to  the  gate  was 
lined  with  pinks  and  four-o'clocks,  sweet-williams,  and  larks})ur, — Latin 
names  for  American  flowers  had  not  been  invented  then.  Hollyhocks 
and  sunflowers  lifted  their  stately  heads  at  either  end  of  the  house;  morn- 
ing glories  climbed  giacefnily  over  the  two  front  windows,  and  the  hop 
vine,  with  its  drcxtping  bells,  crejjt  cpiietly  over  the  door. 

The  i)atent  pump  or  rattling  windmill  were  as  yet  unknown;  the  well- 
sweep  lifted  its  awkward  hand  as  if  beckoning  one  to  quench  his  thirst 
from  "the  old  oaken  bucket  that  hung  in  the  well." 

Dn  "uestions  of  |»ublic  policy  the  pioneei*  had  decided  opinions.  His 
New  England  or  New  York  education  had  fixed  these  firm  and  unchange- 
able, and  the  partisans  of  -lackson  and  <'lay,  \'an  Huren  anil  Harrison, 
argued  their-  respective  merits  and  deinei'ils  as  warmly  as  we  do  today. 
Hut  ofllee  seekers  were  scarce  and  onicehohlers  scarcer,  though  they 
existed  then,  as  now,  a  sort   of  necessary  evil. 

One  of  the  most  prouiineiit  characteristics  of  the  old  time  was  the 
universal  hospitality  and   lieljifulness  that  abounded  everywhere.     The 
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latch-istiing-  ran  through  the  door.  The  belated  traveler  was  sure  of  rest 
at  the  first  house.  Everybody  was  ready  to  help  in  case  of  accident  to 
wagon  or  cattle.  ^'Lend  a  hand"  was  the  motto  of  the  pioneer.  Teams 
were  hitched  together  for  breaking  up;  in  harvest  time,  the  neighbors 
cradled  and  raked  and  bound  for  each  other;  when  one  went  to  the  mill 
he  went  for  the  neighborhood;  logging-bees  and  husking-bees,  quilting- 
bees  and  raisings  were  plaj^-spells.  We  boast,  and  very  justly,  too,  of  all 
that  machinery  has  done  for  us,  and  especially  in  the  field  of  agriculture; 
but  has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  how  much  it  has  done  to  make  machines 
of  us?  We  have  no  need  to  call  upon  our  neighbor  for  help  in  the  harvest 
field. — the  reaper  takes  his  place.  The  old-fashioned  quilting,  with  its 
gossip  and  talk,  its  evening  frolic  and  games,  has  departed.  The  sewing 
machine  does  the  work  of  willing  hands  in  the  long  ago.  We  are  not  as 
dependent  or  as  generous  in  these  days  as  in  the  old  ones.  We  ask  less^ 
and  of  course  give  less. 

We  are  richer,  and  the  world  is  richer  for  its  inventions,  though  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  swelling  of  our  pocket-books  is  accompanied 
by  a  shrinking  of  our  hearts.  Whether  this  be  so  or  not,  the  hospitality, 
the  generosity,  the  helping  hand  and  kindly  heart  that  made  "the  whole 
world  kin"  when  we  were  young,  are  worth  remembering  and  imitating 
as  we  grow  old. 

The  pioneer  was  a  worker. 

"From  toil  he  wins  Ms  spirits  light, 
From  busy  day  the  peaceful  night; 
Rich,  from  the  very  want  of  wealth, 
In  Heaven's  best  treasures,  peace  and  health." 

I  don't  know  that  he  loved  work  any  better  than  we  do ;  but  he  had  to  do 
it,  and  everybody  around  him,  wife  and  children,  worked  too.  "God  and 
the  angels  were  the  only  lookers  on"  in  the  old  time. 

The  boys  held  the  plough  and  the  girls  held  the  baby.  The  wife  rocked 
the  cradle  and  ran  the  s'pinning  wheel  at  the  same  time,  and  to  the  same 
tune.  To  get  the  trees  out  and  the  crops  in  was  the  ambition  of  the 
family,  and  they  all  helped. 

When  I  hear  a  farmer,  who  has  cleared  up  his  farm,  built  his  buildings, 
planted  his  orchards,  and  is  out  of  debt  from  the  sweat  of  his  own  brow, 
say,  "I  have  done  my  share;  I  mean  to  sit  on  the  fence  and  see  somebody 
else  work  hereafter,"  I  honor  him  for  the  good  work  of  his  younger  days, 
and  for  the  good  sense  of  his  latter  ones,  and  devoutly  say  "Amen." 
Now,  I  confess  I  don't  like  hard  work,  and  presume  you  don't;  yet,  in 
these  times  of  depression  and  financial  distress,  when  statesmen,  or  men 
who  think  they  are  statesmen,  financiers,  and  political  economists  are 
groping  in  the  dark  for  some  measures  of  relief,  proposing  all  sorts  of 
impossible  schemes,  legislating  this  way  and  that, — calling  a  dollar  two 
dollars  if  you  owe  a  debt,  and  fifty  cents  if  somebody  owes  you, — imagin- 
ing that  an  act  of  Congress  may  prove  a  magician's  wand  by  which  hard 
times  may  be  waved  a\Nay,  and  good  times  beckoned  in,  I  sometimes  think 
that  the  only  path  that  will  lead  us  back  to  prosperity  is  the  highway 
of  labor,  productive  industry,  old-fashioned  hard  work,  that  will  enable 
us  to  produce  more  than  we  consume,,  earn  more  than  we  spend,  and 
export  more  than  we  import. 

Too  many  of  us  are  trying  to  get  a  living  without  work,  by  trading  in 
something,  "operating,"  as  it  is  called  in  fashionable  commercial  circles, 
or    in   some    way    that    is    comfortable   and    easy,    and,    as    we    think, 
respectable. 
18 
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I  do  ii(»t  wcdidcr  at  this;  it  is  natiiial.  and  1  sfc  no  blanu'  in  it,  but  it  is 
not  Ijcalllitiil.  Xoiic  of  us  want  our  hoys  to  liavc  (piitc  as  liard  a  time  as 
Ave  Iiad  Avlicn  \v«?  avimc  bovs  (I  know  I  don't  for  one),  the  bov's  heart  that 
still  beats  under  our  vest  says  lliis;  but  as  phiin,  luactiial  men.  I  am  not 
sure  but  we  do  our  boys  an  injury  in  this  feelin<;. 

At  all  events  we  sliould  hohl  ujt  to  them  the  idea  tliat  the  hiw  of  labor 
is  the  law  of  humanity;  that  work  is  honorable,  dij^nitied,  and  juotitable, 
and  the  sort  of  stuti"  that  men  are  made  of. 

A  world  without  heroes  would  indeed  be  a  pooi-  one.  We.  in  America 
have  had  our  full  share,  and  in  this  year  of  all  others  we  love  to  talk  of 
them.  Heroes  of  every  •generation  are  the  common  lejjaey  of  our  ritizen- 
ship.  and  how  fondly,  y«'t  boastinj^ly,  we  recall  the  names  on  the  lon<;-  roll 
of  honor;  with  what  honest  pri<le  we  recount  the  heroic  acts  that  adorn 
every  })ajie  of  our  hi.story;  with  what  tender  remembiance  have  we  em- 
balmed in  our  memories  the  actors. 

"Tlu'ir  swords  ;irc  rusi, 
Tlu'ir  bones  arc  dust. 
Tlicir   soids   .'irt'    witli    llic   saims.    \vc    Irusi.'" 

When  we  remember  Michigan  as  it  was  forty  years  aj;'o,  and  see  it  as  it 
is  today,  we  realize  that  "Peace  hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned  than 
war,"  and  that  we,  too.  have  our  heroes,  whose  laurels  have  been  {jaiued 
in  the  jiaths  of  peace. — con(|uerors  not  of  their  fellow  men.  but  of  nature 
itself. 

The  man  who  sl('i»s  on  to  a  forty  oi-  eighty-acre  lot  of  wild  land  with 
only  his  axe  for  a  hel|)er,  ami  says  here  is  to  be  my  home,  here  me  and  mine 
shall  by  and  by  sit  under  the  shade  of  our  own  vine  and  tree,  here  shall 
be  rest  and  jjcace  and  (piiet  content,  is  indeed  a  hero. 

His  banner  is  always  a  Haj;  of  truce,  his  tro])hies  the  fallen  tree  and 
burning;  loj;-hea|».  his  reward  the  prosjteiity  and  happiness  that  blesses  us 
today.  In  his  work  the  wife  and  motlier  have  done  their  share,  and  if  we 
christen  him  a  hero,  we  must  not  forjict  that  they  are  hei-oines,  enduiinj; 
jirivation  without  ctunplaint.  rearin;^  the  family  in  the  f<'ar  of  (Jod  and  to 
liabits  of  industry,  lielpinj;  neij^hboi-  and  stranger  alike,  foremost  in  school 
and  church  work,  witli  a  kindly  j^reetinj;  for  tired  husband  or  boy,  with 
^ood  words  for  the  faint-hearted  bej^inner.  or  weary  new  conier;  have 
they  n<»t  eained  oui-  adoration,  are  they  not  heroines  indeed? 

The  one  ;;rand  ini|)ellin}i  |»owei-  that  directed  the  pioneer  was  the  idea 
of  home.  He  left  the  home  of  his  Ixtyhood.  not  to  float  idly  on  the  world's 
surface,  not  to  tarry  lieic  a  while  and  t  lieic  a  while,  but  with  a  fixed,  jii-m 
purpose  of  fonndiii};  a  home  of  his  (»wn.  lie  knew  that  stales  and  <-om- 
mimities,  cities  and  villages,  would  follow  his  footstejis.  but  the  j^oal 
he  strove  foi'  was  home.  Viw  him,  "Kast  or  West,  luune's  best."  The 
love  of  home  we  bear  today  is  our  inheritance  from  the  fathers,  "more 
to  ]io  (h'sired  t  lian  <^*>\i\.  yes.  I  lian  ni\ich  tine  jrold.  sweeter  also  than  honey 
and  the  honey  comb."  Lei  iis  cherish  it.  increase  ii  with  watchful  care, 
and  as  new  swarms  «^o  out  from  the  parent  hive,  lei  tlieiii  settle  in  a  hive 
f»f  their  own,  remeniber-in;;  that 

"Tiicn'    is    :i    spot    of    (■■•irlli    su|iieiinly    Idcsl, 
.\   dealer,   sweeter  spot    lliaii   all    tlie  rest, 
Wliere  man.  efeatioii's  l.vraiit.  easts  aside 
Ills  sword  and  scepter,  payeantr.v   .itid   pride. 
Willie  fii  Ids  loolv«  beiil>;id,v  blend 
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The  sire,  the  son,  husbziud,  brorher,  friend: 

Here   woman  reigns,  tlie   mother,   daughter,   wife, 

Strew  Avitli  fresli  tlowers  the  narrow  way  of  life. 

In  the  clear  lieaven  of  lier  delis>litfal  eye, 

An  anjiel  guard  of  love  and  graces  lie; 

Around  her  knees  domestic  duties  meet. 

And  tireside  pleasures  gambol  at  lier  feet. 

AYliere  shall  that  land,  that  spot  of  earth,  be  found  V 

Art  thou  a  man. — a  patriot, — look  around; 

O!  thou  Shalt  find,  where'er  thy  footsteps  roam. 

That  land  thij  country,  and  that  spot  thy  home." 

The  spirit  of  unrest,  of  conquest,  and  of  progress  that  has  animated 
the  Anglo-Saxon  for  so  many  centuries  is  the  spirit  of  pioneership.  The 
men  and  women  of  the  Mayflower,  when  they  cast  anchor  in  Tly mouth 
Bay^  saw  in  the  land  that  gladdened  their  eyes  a  home  free  from  persecu- 
tion,— a  land  where  they  could  worship  (iod  with  freedom  and  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience,  and  that  was  all.  They  knew 
not  that  the  hand  that  guided  them  in  the  pursuit  of  religious  freedom 
had  chosen  them  as  the  founders  of  a  nation.  They  felt  not  the  power  of 
the  spirit  of  civilization  impelling  them.  They  did  not  realize  that  in  the 
wake  of  their  little  craft  there  followed  the  steamship,  the  locomotive,  and 
the  telegraph.  In  the  cabin  of  that  vessel  the  arts  and  sciences,  invention 
and  discovery,  commerce  and  trade,  were  unseen  passengers.  At  its 
umsthead  floated  the  simple  banner  of  the  cross,  and  though  the  red, 
white,  and  blue  of  tlu^  December  sky  hung  over  them,  they  did  not  see  in 
it  the  flag  of  a  nation  of  forty  millions  of  people.  All  this  they  knew  not 
for  in  the  small  compass  of  their  ken  they  only  saw  the  immediate  present. 
They  forgot  that  the  blood  of  the  centuries  that  flowed  in  their  veins  was 
that  of  the  pioneer. 

Our  own  pioneers,  and  we  too^  have  not  recognized  this  in  our  rovings 
and  migrations.  They  and  we  set  out  on  our  pilgrimage  to  find  a  home 
for  ourselves,  and  have  established  empires  and  builded  states.  The 
divine  ijurposes  of  the  (Ireat  Euler  have  been  entrusted  to  the  pioneer. 
He  has  been  the  instrument  in  subduing  the  waste  places,  in  civilizing 
and  humanizing  the  world.  The  pathway  he  carved  out  has  become  the 
highway  upon  which  the  world  is  traveling,  bearing  in  its  train  the 
civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century,  laden  with  the  love  of  liberty  and 
freedom,  freighted  with  the  noblest,  highest  hopes  of  humanity.  The 
great  procession  is  still  in  motion;  it  cannot  pause  or  stop;  still  there 
are  worlds  to  conquer,  still  there  is  work  for  the  pioneer.  The  Pilgrim 
Fathers  founded  the  nation,  their  sons  saved  it,  and  it  is  ours  to  preserve 
and  perpetuate.  Let  us  then,  in  this  birthyear,  highly  resolve  to  be  true 
to  the  blood  of  the  pilgrim  and  pioneer  that  courses  through  our  veins. 
They  laid  the  foundation  strong  and  sure.  It  is  for  us  to  complete  the 
structure.  Let  us  see  to  it,  then,  that  our  work  be  well  done,  so  that  with 
us  education  and  morality,  religion  and  liberty,  free  thought  and  free 
speech  shall  abide  forever. 

'Tor  the  structure  that  we  raise. 
Time  is  with  materials  filled; 
Our  to-days  and  yesterda.vs 
Are  the  blocks  with  which  we  build. 

"Trul.y  shape  and  fashion  these. 

Leave   no  yawning  gaps   between; 
Think  not  because  no  man  sees. 
Such  things  will  remain  unseen. 
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Thus  alone  can  we  attain 

To  those  turrets,   where  the  eye 
Sees  the  world  as  one  vast  plain. 

And  dill'  Ixiundloss  reach  of  sky."' 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Governor's  address,  a  corps  of  about  forty 
singers,  under  the  direction  of  John  Tielsort,  sang  Whitler's  admirable 
Centennial  hymn  with  good  effect,  and  then,  joined  by  the  whole  audience 
standing,  ''America,''  as  follows: 

"My  country,  'tis  of  thee, 
Sweet  land  of  liberty, 
'  Of  thee  I  sing; 

Land  where  my  fatliors  died. 
Land  of  the  pilsjrini's  pride, 
From  every  mountain  side 
lA't  freedom  ring:. 

"My  native  country,  thee. 
Land   of   llie  noble  free. 

Thy  name  I  love; 
I  love  thy  i-ocks  and  rills. 
Thy    woods   and    templed    hilLs. 
My   heart   with    rapture   thrills 

Like  that  above. 

"Let  music  swell  the  breeze, 
And  ring  from  all  the  trees, 

Sweet  freedom's  song; 
Let  mortal  tongues  awake, 
Let  all  that  breathe  partake. 
Let  rocks  their  silence  break, 

The  sound  prolong. 

"Our  father's  God,  to  thee, 
Author  of   libcily.  • 

To  thee  we  sing; 
Long  may  our  land  be  bright 
With  freedom's  holy  light; 
Protect  us  by  thy  might, 

Great  God,  our  King." 

JOHN   JENKINS,    ESQ., 

of  Momence,  Ills.,  a  son  of  Baldwin  Jenkins,  who,  with  Mr.  Putnam,  set- 
tled in  tliis  county  before  any  other  white  man  had  made  a  residence 
here,  was  introduced  and  related  his  early  ex})eriences  here  in  a  humorous 
and  amusing  style.  In  those  early  days  the  Yankee  schoolma'aiu  was 
the  arant  courirr  of  increasing  light  and  knowledge  thiit  was  destined  to 
illuminate  the  mind  of  the  young  pioneers,  although  the  imparting  of 
intelligence  was  sometimes  accomi)anied  with  slcru  injunctions  to  hi'cd 
and  profit  thereby  that  were  provocative  of  rebellious  feelings.  Indeed, 
he  believed  the  first  rebellion  organized  in  this  country  was  in  a  little  log 
school  house  in  this  county,  where  one  of  the  aforestiid  schooluia'ams 
ena(t<'d  the  j)art  of  (.'olumbia,  and  he  played  the  role  of  fletT.  Davis, 
assisted  by  several  associate  urchins  as  fellow  <'ons|>irators.  The  insur- 
rection reached  an  untimely  end,  and  the  ambitious  chief  confederate, 
who  now  stands  befon*  von.  fotind  himself  toeing  the  mark,  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  a  higher  power,  and  he  believed  if  Yankee  school- 
ma'ams   were   moic   geueially   dillused    in    ignorant    communities    there 
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would  be  fewer  rebellions.  He  did  not  know  where  the  saying  "toe  the 
mark"  originated,  but  it  might  well  have  come  down  from  those  old  back- 
woods school-houses.  The  floors  were  made  of  "puncheons,"  or  logs  split 
and  laid  together  flat  side  up,  leaving  cracks  between,  and  a  frequent 
method  of  punishing  refractory  pupils  was  to  make  them  "toe  the  mark," 
or  one  of  these  cracks,  and  stand  up  in  the  observation  of  the  whole 
school.  He  exhibited  a  large  pewter  platter  which  w^as  plowed  up  at 
Wyoming,  a  "witch  ball""  formed  by  the  collection  of  hair  in  an  ox's 
stomach,  which  the  action  of  that  organ  had  formed  into  spherical  form, 
and  which  the  superstitious  invested  with  wonderful  powers,  a  stone 
which  he  had  himself  used  as  a  passport  from  tribe  to  tribe  of  Indians^  an 
old  drawing  knife  manufactured  before  the  Revolution,  an  Indian  pipe 
of  peace  and  tomahawdv  combined,  and  an  old  sickle,  the  first  ever  used 
in  this  county,  and  brought  here  by  Baldwin  Jenkins  from  Green  county, 
Ohio^  in  1834.  This  last  he  ])resented  to  the  Old  Settler's  Museum  in  this 
place,  where  it  may  now  be  found  suitably  inscribed.  He  said  that  when 
he  used  to  reap  with  this  primitive  tool  it  took  thirty  bushels  of  wheat  to 
buy  one  barrel  of  salt.  Think  of  that,  you  modern  grumbler  at  hard 
times.  A  number  of  these  relics  belong  to  Dr.  Barnard,  of  Berrien 
county,  who  was  present  at  the  meeting  3'esterday.  In  closing,  Mr.  Jen- 
kins spoke  feelingly  of  his  attachment  to  this  country,  and  to  the  people, 
and  said  that  he  was  walling,  like  the  Jewish  daughter-in-law,  to  declare 
that  their  country  should  be  his  country,  their  people  his  people,  and  their 
God  his  God. 

HON.     GEORGE    REDFIELD 

was  called  for,  and  in  response  came  forward.  He  said  he  appeared 
before  them  in  answer  to  their  demand,  and  although  Providence  had 
denied  him  the  privilege  of  seeing  them,  they  could  look  upon  him.  He 
enjoyed  better  health  than  at  any  previous  period  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  had  lived  among  his  people  forty-one  years,  and  had  found  them  a 
pure,  excellent  and  moral  people  and  congratulated  himself  that  he  had 
ever  done  what  was  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests  and  prosperity 
■  of  all  the  peojjle,  especially  the  laborers.  But  now  it  seems  a  calamity  has 
fallen  upon  us,  and  a  universal  inquiry  is  made  what  shall  be  done  to 
meet  the  exigency.  The  Governor  had  alluded  to  the  currency  troubles, 
and  indicated  the  true  source  of  relief.  There  were  many  who  had 
worked  long  years,  expending  theiv  youthful  energy,  and  supposed  they 
had  accumulated  sufficient  to  keep  themselves  and  family  in  comfort,  but 
who  in  these  adverse  times  find  themselves  destitute,  and  are  inquiring 
for  the  cause  and  the  remedy.  The  remedy  is  to  go  to  work,  be  econom- 
ical, frugal,  and  saving,  and  prosperity  will  follow.  He  was  not  going 
to  make  a  political  speech.  He  was  not  a  partisan  and  never  had  been, 
but  had  always,  in  public  and  private  capacity,  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
ment, favored  those  policies  and  courses  of  action  best  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  poor  people,  but  he  must  say  that  we  have  been 
afflicted  with  a  large  amount  of  dishonesty  during  the  last  fifteen  years. 
IVe  read  in  the  olden  story  that  not  one  honest  man  could  be  found  to 
save  the  country,  but  he  did  not  believe  we  had  fallen  upon  such  evil 
times  as  that.  There  are  now  many  honest  and  ])ure  men,  thousands  of 
them  in  Michigan  now.  The  country,  in  relation  to  the  cause  of  its 
troubles,  seems  to  be  like  Ethan  Allen,  who.  in  I'esponse  to  a  query  as  to 
his  family,  said  he  had  a  number  of  sons  and  one  of  them  was  a  devil^  but 
he  could  not  tell  which  one  it  was.  He  severely  criticised  A.  T.  Stewart, 
who,  he  said  recently  died, — no.  he  never  lived. — a  man  -who  can  live 
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in  the  midst  of  siitTt'iinji  aiitl  dcscivinj;  luiiuanity  and  accnnuilalc  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  never  lived;  he  may  have  existed  and  borne  the 
semblance  of  hninanity,  tin*  form  that  dislinj;nishes  him  from  the  brute, 
but  he  never  lived.  Fifteen  years  a^o  he  told  his  friends  there  must  be 
a  terrible  revulsion  and  a  panic,  beside  which  the  wild-cal  limes  of  early 
Michi}::an  would  be  as  ncdhinji',  and  we  are  now  expeiiencin;:;  it.  but  ho 
did  not  take  a  <i,loomy  \  iew  of  the  future.  On  ilic  coniiary  he  thou;:lit 
brij^hter  and  better  days  were  in  store.  Willi  our  laijie  latitude  of 
thou}i:ht  and  freedom  of  expression  on  all  tojtics,  we  had  the  best  relijrion 
in  the  world,  and  we  should  ^uard  it  zealously  and  effectually  fiom  th(» 
encroachments  of  bijiotry.  jiart isanshij).  and  sectarianism,  lie  was  ^Mad 
once  more  to  ajjpear  before  them,  and  ix-rmil  his  friends  to  exercise  the 
advanta<;e  which  they  enjoyed  of  lookin;:,  at  him.  and  would  be  j;lad  to 
reciprocate  their  ^aze.  but  (Jod  had  denied  him  the  jaivile^c  ^^'ilh  the 
kindest  and  most  heartfelt  wishes  for  the  inosperity  of  all,  the  veteran, 
who  is  almost  eighty  years  of  aj;e,  twenty  of  which  he  lias  employed  in 
liard  work  in  this  county,  look  his  seat.  WC  trust  his  anticijiations  may 
be  realized,  and  his  health  spared  until  lie  visits  many  ukuc  of  these 
annual  icunions. 

R.    T.    TWOMBLY.    ESQ.. 

of  Xiles,  came  forward  in  rcsixuise  to  icpcaled  calls,  and  said  he  didn't 
know  why  he  should  be  called  on  to  iuHid  a  s]iet'cli  on  this  audience, 
unless  it  was  because  some  jteojde  deli^^liled  in  human  uiisei\\.  lie  met 
his  fellow  pioneers  on  this  occasion  with  sad  and  subdued  feelings,  for  he 
felt  that  many  he  would  take  by  the  hand  today  he  should  uu-et  for  tin* 
last  time,  before  they  cross  the  river  to  pioneer  in  another  ccMintry.  lie 
had  noticed  at  these  meetinjis  (nu'etinj^s  which  he  ajijiroved  ami  enjoyed* 
that  the  eulop;ies. — tlie  words  of  praise  and  i-ommendation. —  were  almost 
universally  for  the  ])ioneci-  man.  \\'hat  little  he  should  say.  would  be 
dev(»ted  1(1  the  i»atient.  lonj; cnduriu;:,.  never-complainin;^  wives  and 
motheis  of  the  jtioiuMM-  days,  who,  when  distress,  discoura<iements.  and 
disappointments  <-aine,  were  the  sheet  anchors  to  windward,  holdinj^  us  otV 
from  the  lee  rocks  of  despair.  No  om*  suffered  more  hardships  or  en- 
dure«l  more  |)rivatioiis  in  those  early  days  than  the  pictneer  wives, 
mothers,  and  dau};hters.  and  now  in  the  rel1ecte<l  <;lories  of  ilutse  limes 
she  is  hardly  even  alluded  to;  man  receives  the  whole  credit  and  praise, 
when  he  is  entitled  to  (Uily  an  e(iual  share.  It  shall  not  be  so  in  iliis  case 
if  I  can  help  it.  She  labored  early  and  late,  with  an  endurance  and 
ajiplication  never  excelled.  Where  the  man  labored  eiyht  hours  she 
lab(M-ed  sixteen,  bakiii;:.  eo(d<inji,  sewin;^.  washin;^.  niendinj;  after  the 
ordinary  hours  of  laboi-  had  ended,  and.  in  many  cases,  assistinj;  in  the 
field.  Fay  these  services  she  received  eijilit  yards  of  cali<o  a  year,  for 
it  must  be  lemeiubered  that  dresses  then  were  not  made  to  sweep  the 
filth  from  ilie  sidewalks,  or  |(ossibly  if  jU(»s|»erous  a  delaine  dress  would 
be  pi<H  iiied.  or  if  wealthy,  a  silk  dress.  Kul  if  the  latter,  yon  could  read 
a  |)salm  turn- every  time  it  was  jiut  on,  sure,  and  there  would  not  beenou;rh 
to  wad  a  ;iun,  f(»r  they  did  not  llourish  pull  iiacks  then, —  the  (Uily  |tull 
backs  they  had  were  the  little  early  |tioneers.  who  huii;:  onto  ami  pulled 
back  behind  on  tin-  ei;;h(  yards  of  diess.  Now.  I  want  to  say  that  every 
old  settler  should  make  liis  will  and  leave  the  «lear  companion  of  his 
stru>;;;les.  trials,  and  triumphs,  what  she  deserves, — the  propeily  that 
she  lias  ai<led  to  earn  and  save.  I<eave  her  imlepen«lenl  :  don't  leave  her 
to  extend  her  palsied  hand,  and  <isL-  fni    what  hclnni/s  to  her.    be    it    ever 
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SO  freely  given.  Our  laws  on  this  subject  are  all  wrong.  If  the  wife 
dies  the  property  all  reverts  to  the  man  who  has  made  his  share  of  it.  If 
the  husband  dies,  how  different  the  situation,  the  woman  has  the  income 
of  one-third  of  the  estale  which  she  has  equally  aided  in  getting  and  sav- 
ing, and  in  many  instances  just  now,  when  property  is  unproductive,  you 
might  as  well  give  her  a  check  on  the  blue  sky,  it  would  produce  as  much.. 
I  don't  believe  in  these  good  old  wives  and  mothers  being  compelled  to. 
accept  a  dower  from  an  estate  which  belongs  to  them.  Your  laws  on  this 
subject  are  rotten,  and  Cass  county,  when  she  sends  a  man  to  make  laws,, 
should  send  one  that  will  help  correct  them.  Some  of  you  may  conclude 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  w^oman's  rights.  Now.  I  don't  believe  in  their  sing- 
ing bass  or  whistling  Yankee  Doodle  on  the  corner  of  the  streets,  but  I 
do  believe  in  giving  them  equal  rights  and  protection.  ' 

Just  try  an  exjieriment,  give  them  |1  a  day,  or  even  50  cents. — some- 
thing they  can  call  their  own, — and  see  if  the  result  isn't  satisfactory  and 
beneficial.  To  all  pioneers,  fathers  and  mothers,  he  would  say,  don't  give 
up  all  the  property  you  have;  retain  enough  to  be  independent  and  you 
will  retain  the  respect  of  your  children.  He  would  not  advise  a  parent 
with  the  best  children  that  ever  lived,  to  give  up  all  their  property.  Do' 
not  so  place  yourselves  that  you  must  ask  for  what  belongs  to  you. 

He  might  talk  about  Indians,  howling  beasts,  and  the  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, that  was  in  the  regular  line  of  eloquent  orators,  and  he  would  not 
follow.  He  would  say  that  he  was  glad  to  see  an  African  in  front  of  him, 
and  know  that  he  could  come  up  free  and  untrammeled.  He  said  this  al- 
though he  was  classed  as  a  copperhead.  Yes,  he  was  a  copperhead,  one 
of  those  kind,  and  he  could  raise  an  army  of  them  in  Cass  and  Berrien 
counties,  who  were. ready  to  split  their  ])rop('rty  in  two  and  give  one-half 
of  it  to  carry  on  the  war  that  saved  the  Union  and  freed  the  African.  He 
knew  of  husbands  who  would  be  as  much  astonished  if  jan  should  ask 
them  if  they  were  going  to  take  their  wuves  to  any  public  gathering,  even 
this  picinc,  as  if  you  should  ask  them  if  they  were  going  to  take  their 
cook  stoves.  These  women  have  been  the  saving  and  making  influence  of 
most  of  us.  It  is  the  amount  saved  that  counts.  No  man  can  love  a  good 
woman  more  than  I  do,  unless  he  is  bigger  than  I  am.  and  I  am  proud  to 
speak  for  them  and  for  their  proper  recognition. 

After  the  conclusion  of  Mr,  Twombly's  remarks,  the  women  in  the 
audience  rose  to  their  feet  and  gave  three  cheers  for  the  speaker,  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  exercises,  dozens  of  ladies  wished  us  to  express  their 
thanks  for  them  through  the  paper. 

Hon.  C.  W.  Clisbee,  historian  of  the  Society,  made  some  appropriate 
remarks,  and  said  that  since  the  publication  of  Rogers'  History  of  the 
county,  which  covered  the  wdiole  ground  fully,  he  had  concluded  to  leave 
the  manuscript  he  had  prepared  in  his  office. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Robinson  pronounced  a  benediction,  and  the  meeting- 
adjourned. 
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CHARLEVOIX    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

MichUjan: 

Sec.  14.  The  name  of  the  couuty  of  Reslikauko.  as  now  organized  by 
law,  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Charlevoix. 

Approved  March  S,  1843. 

Sectiox  1.  The  Vroplr  of  flir  Sttitr  of  Mlflilfion  niact.  Tlial  the  county 
of  Charlevoix,  consisting-  of  the  following  described  territory,  to  wit: 
Townships  82  north,  of  ranges  4.  5,  0,  and  7  west;  towmships  33  north,  of 
ranges  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9  west;  the  south  half  of  township  34  north,  of 
ranges  4,  5.  and  6  west,  and  all  of  the  townships  thirty-four  north,  of 
ranges  7  and  8  west,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized  into  a  separate 
county  by  the  name  of  Charlevoix;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be 
"fititled  to  all  the  privileges,  powers,  and  immunities  to  which,  by  law,  the 
inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties  in  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  an  election  held  in  the  several  townships  in 
said  county,  on  the-flrst  Monday  in  May  next,  for  the  purj)ose  of  electing, 
county  ofliccrs.  to  which,  by  law.  the  said  county  may  be  entitled,  whose 
term  of  office  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1871,  and 
when  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  3.  The  county  canvassers,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  day  of  said  election,  as  herein 
appointed,  in  the  townshij»  of  Charlevoix,  in  said  county,  at  the  house 
of  John  S.  Dixon,  or  such  other  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon  and  pro- 
vided by  said  board,  and  organize  by  appointing  one  of  their  number 
chairman  ard  puothei'  seci'ctary.  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  the  other 
cases  of  the  election  of  county  officers,  as  prescribed  by  the  general  law. 

Sec.  4.     The  said  county  of  Charlevoix,  when  so  organized,  shall  be 
attached  to  the  representative  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Mason. 
Lake,  Manistee,  Crand  Traverse.   Leehinaw,  Manitou.  Antrim,  Otsego. 
Crawford,  Kalkaska,  Missaukee,  Wexford,  and  Benzie,  and  of  the  tliirly 
first  senatoiinl  and  fourth  congressional  districts. 

Sec.  n.  The  said  county  of  Charlvoix,  when  so  organized,  shall  b  ■ 
attached  to  the  thirteenth  judicial  circuit. 

Sec.  G.  The  Secretary  of  Stat<*  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish  the  town- 
ship clerk  of  the  townsliiii  of  Charlevoix  with  a  certified  copy  of  this 
act;  and  it  shall  be  tlw  duty  of  said  clerk  to  give  the  same  notice  of  the 
elections  to  be  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  that  is  recjuii-ed  by 
law  to  be  given  by  the  sherilV  of  oiganized  counties. 

Sec.  7.  The  register  of  deeds  of  said  county  shall  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  a  transcript  of  all  records,  made  in  other  counties,  which  are 
necessnr.v.  to  Ite  and  appear  upon  the  i-erords  of  said  county  of  Charle- 
viox;  and  the  board  of  sujMMvisors  of  said  county  shall,  within  one  year 
after  the  first  meeiing  of  the  hoard,  make  provisions  for  defiaying  the 
exi)ense  of  the  same. 

Sec.  S.  'IMie  couiiix  seal  <»r  ihc  miinty  of  ("liarlevoix  shall  be  locat«'<l 
by  the  board  of  siipeivisors  of  said   coiiiily. 
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Sec.  9.  All  property,  files,  and  records  belongiDg  to  the  county  of 
Emmet,  which  may  remain  in  the  county  of  Charlevoix  at  the  time  of  its 
organization,  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
county  of  Emmet. 

Sec.  10.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  contravening  the  provisions  of  this 
act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  11.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  April  2,  1809. 

Reshkanko  changed  to  Charlevoix.  Named  from  F.  X.  de  Charlevoix, 
a  French  traveler,  who  went  to  Canada  as  a  Jesuit  missionary.  Born 
1082;  died  1701. 

Charlevoix,  the  county-seat,  is  situated  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan^ about  midway  between  Traverse  City  and  Mackinac. 


CHEBOYGAN  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan: 

{Sec.  29.     That  portion  of  the  State  lying  north  of  the  line  between 
towns  30  and  .37  north,  and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  four  and 
five  west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and  desig- 
nated as  the  county  of  Cheboygan. 
Approved  April  1,  1840. 

Section  1.  TJw  People  of  the  State  of  Michiffan  en-act,  That  the  counties 
of  Cheboygan  and  Wyandot  shall  be  organized  in  one  county,  by  the 
name  of  Cheboygan,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  other 
organized  counties  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  county  of  Cheboygan,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  May  next,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which,  by  law. 
the  said  county  is  entitled,  and  said  election  and  the  canvass  shall,  in 
all  respects,  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law 
for  holding  elections  and  canvasses  for  county  and  State  officers: 
Provided,  That  the  canvass  shall  be  held  in  the  village  of  Duncan,  in 
said  county,  on  the  Monday  next  following  said  election;  and  said  county 
officers  shall  be  immediately  qualified,  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  and  their  several  terms  of  office  shall  expire  at  the 
same  time  they  would  have  expired  had  they  been  elected  at  the  last 
general  election:  And  provided  further,  That  until  such  county  officers 
are  elected  and  qualified,  the  proper  officers  of  the  county  of  Mackinac 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  officers  of  said  county  of 
Cheboygan,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  3.  The  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county,  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  the  presiding  inspector  of  each  township  therein,  who  shall 
organize  by  appointing  one  of  their  number  chairman,  and  another  sec- 
retary of  the  board,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  dischage  all  the 
duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  elections 
for  county  and  State  officers. 

Sec.  1.  The  county  of  Cheboygan  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction 
19 
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Upon  Lake  Huron,  and  Thunder  and  J^aginaw  bays,  with  the  other  coun- 
ties contiguous  thereto. 

Sec.  0.  The  county-seat  of  Cheboygan  county  is  hereby  fixed  and 
established  at  the  viUage  of  Duncan,  on  Cheboygan  river,  in  said  county. 

Sec.  7.  The  counties  of  Presijue  IsUs  Alpena,  Montmorency.  Otsego, 
Crawford,  Oscoda,  Alcona,  Iosco,  Ogemaw,  and  Kosconimon  are  hereby 
attached  to  the  countj'  of  Cheboygan  for  judicinl  and  municipal  pur- 
poses. 

Sec.  8.     This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

xVpproved  January  29,  1853. 

CnEBOYOAN. — An  Indian  name  for  a  river  emptying  into  the  Straits 
of  Mackinaw  from  the  south.  The  original  word.  Chiihiccyan,  signifies 
''a  place  of  ore." 

Cheboygan,  the  county-seat,  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  Cheboygan 
river,  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw . 

CHIPPEWA  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Le(/ishitivc  Couiieil  of  the  Territory  of_ 
Michigan,  That  all  the  tract  of  country  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extinguished,  and  comprehended  within  the  following  boundaries, 
namely:  beginning  at  the  north  side  of  Lake  Huron,  at  Isle  St.  Vital, 
running  thence  due  north  until  it  strikes  a  river  which  falls  into  the 
northwest  part  of  Muddy  Lake,  of  the  Kiver  Sainte  Marie,  thence  up  said 
river  to  its  source,  thence  west  to  the  Meristic  Kiver  of  Lake  Michigan, 
thence  uj)  said  river  to  the  j)arallel  of  north  latitude  4(5°  31',  thence  due 
west  to  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  thence  up  said  river  to  its  source,  thence 
north  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  and  with  that  line, 
returning  through  T>ake  Sujierior  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kiver  St.  Marie, 
and  thence  southwest  to  the  place  of  beginning,  is  hereby  erected  into  a 
separate  county,  tf)  be  called  the  county  of  Cliippewa.  and  the  same 
shall  be  organized  from  and  after  the  taking  etTect  of  this  acr,  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  rights  to  wliicli, 
by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  t)f  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county  shall  be  established 
at  such  point  in  the  vicinity  of  Sault  de  St.  Marie  as  a  majority  of  tlu- 
county  commissioners  to  be  a[)j)ointed,  shall  designate. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  county  court  for  the  said  county  of  Chij)pewa  shall 
be  held  on  the  lii-st  Mcmday  of  August,  and  the  second  Monday  in  .lan- 
uary,  in  each  year.  And  that  suits,  prosecutions,  and  othei-  jualters,  now 
pending  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  for  thr  county  (tf 
Michilimackinac,  or  before  the  county  court  of  said  county,  or  Itefore  any 
juslic<'  of  the  i»eace  within  the  same,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment 
and  execution,  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due.  shall  be 
collectecl  in  the  same  mannei- as  though  the  said  county  (»f  Chippewa  had 
not  been  organized. 

Sec.  4.  That  this  iicl  sli;ill  lake  elTect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  ^^'bruary,  1n27. 

Approv.d  l>cri.niber  22.  JS-JC. 
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Chippewa  County. — Named  from  a  powerful  Indian  tribe,  sometimes 
called  "Ojibways." 

County-seat,  Sault  St.  Marie.  A  great  object  of  interest  at  this  place 
is  the  ship  canal,  by  means  of  which  vessels  overcome  the  rapids. 


CHEONOQUET  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  23.  That  portion  of  the  State  embraced  in  towns  29,  30,  31^  and 
32  north,  of  ranges  1,  2,  3,  and  4  east,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate 
county,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of  Cheonoquet. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  12.  The  name  of  the  county  of  Cheonoquet,  as  now  organized 
by  law,  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Montmorency. 

Approved  March  8,  1843. 


CLARE  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  MicMgan  en-act,  That  townships 
numbered  17,  18,  19,  and  20  north,  of  ranges  3,  4^  5,  and  6  west^  being  the 
townships  as  surveyed  by  the  United  States,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
organized  into  a  county,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of 
Clare;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties 
are  entitled. 

Sec.  4.  The  county  seat  of  said  county  is  hereby  established  at  the 
village  of  Farwell,  said  village  being  situated  on  section  25,  in  town  17 
north,  of  range  5  west. 

S'EC.  7.  The  county  of  Clare,  as  above  organized,  is  hereby  made  a 
part  of  the  tenth  judicial  circuit. 

Approved  March  16,  1871. 

Kaykakee  county,  name  changed  to  Clare. 

By  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  February  11,  1859^  Clare  was 
attached  to  Isabella  county  for  judicial  purposes;  by  the  foregoing  act 
of  March  16,  1871,  it  was  organized  into  a  separate  county,  with  the  seat 
of  justice  at  Farwell,  a  thriving  village  on  the  Tobacco  River,  a  branch 
of  the  Tittabawassee.    Settled  in  1870. 


CLINTON  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territ&ry  of  Michigan, 
That  the  country  included  within  the  following  limits,  to  wit:  west  of  the 
meridian  and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  4  and  5  west  of  the  merid- 
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ian;  south  of  the  Hue  betweeu  towuships  8  and  1)  of  the  base  line;  north 
of  the  line  between  townships  4  and  .">  noith  of  the  base  line,  containing 
10  townships,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  oil"  into  a  separate  county, 
by  the  name  of  dinton. 
Approved  M;uch  1'.  is:n. 

Section  1.  lie  it  enacted  hi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  lie jne.sentat ires  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Clinton  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  organized. 

Sec.  2.  All  writs,  proceedings,  and  other  matters  pending  now  before 
any  court  or  before  any  justice  of  the  jx'ace  of  the  county  to  wliich  the 
said  county  of  Clinton  is  now  attached  for  judicial  purposes,  shall  be  pros- 
ecuted to  tinal  judgment  and  execution;  and  all  taxes  heretofore  kn'ied, 
shall  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not 
liassed. 

Sec.  3.  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Clinton  shall  be  held  at 
the  county-seat,  in  such  place  as  the  county  commissioners  shall  pro- 
vide. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  county  of  Clinton,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  April  next,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which,  by  law% 
the  said  county  is  entitled,  and  whose  term  of  office  shall  severally  expire 
at  the  time  the  same  would  have  expired  had  they  been  elected  on  the 
first  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  November  last;  said  election  shall  be  held 
in  the  several  townships  at  the  same  place  where,  b.v  law.  such  annual 
township  meeting  is  to  be  held,  and  shall  be  conducted  in  all  respects 
according  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  third  of  the  revised  statutes,  as 
near  as  may  be. 

Sec.  5.  In  those  newly  organized  townshijjs,  where  the  first  iinniial 
township  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  next,  the 
same  persons  who  are  or  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  act  as  inspectors 
of  said  township  election  shall  act  as  inspectors  of  the  election  of  county 
officers. 

Sec.  0.  The  township  clerks  in  the  several  townships  in  said  county 
are  hereby  riMpiired  to  cause  a  copy  of  this  act  to  be  ])0sted  up  at  the 
place  of  holding  the  annual  township  uieetings  in  their  respective  town- 
ships, at  least  five  days  previous  to  the  time  of  holding  said  electiou.  and 
no  otlier  notice  of  said  election  shall  be  recjuired.  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  county  canvas.sers  under  this  act  shall  consist 
of  one  of  the  jtresidiiig  inspectors  of  said  election  from  each  township, 
and  snid  board  shall  meet  on  the  Thursday  next  after  the  said  election  at 
the  roiiiiiy  seat,  at  one  o'clock  of  said  day.  and  organize  by  the  ai>point- 
ment  of  one  of  their  number  chairman  and  another  secretary  of  said  board, 
and  shall  thereujton  proceed  to  discliaige  all  the  duties  of  a  boai-d  of 
couut,y  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  elections  f<u'  county  officers. 

Sec.  8.  This  act  shall  take  ellect  and  be  in  force  fi-om  and  after  its 
))assage. 

Approved  Mar<Ii   IL',  IS.'JU. 

Clin  I  ON  ('<M.\TV. — This  county  was  named  from  DeWitt  (Minton, 
governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  projector  and  virtual  builder  of  the 
Krie  canal.     li«.rn   17(10,  died  1S2S. 

SI.  .Johns  is  the  county  seat.  The  Michigan  (Tazeteer  says  thai,  "in 
1S.~)S,  Celestin  Loiangei-,  now  of  Detioil.  built  a  trading  post  at  this  place 
and  carried  on  business  with  the  neighboring  Indians  several  years." 
.lohn  Swegles  (ex-Auditor  (Jeneral)  built  the  first  grist-mill  about  that 
time,  and  Michael  Hogan  the  "old  sawmill"  now  used  as  a  carding 
factorv. 
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INCIDENTS   IN   PIONEER   LIFE   IN   CLINTON   COUNTY. 
BY   REV.    C.    A.    LAMB. 

In  June,  1824,  I  first  visited  Michigan  in  company  with  my  father  and 
brother,  R.  P.  Lamb,  next  younger  than  myself.  In  Buffalo  we  stayed 
over  the  Lord's  day,  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  old  steamboat  Superior, 
which  was  the  only  one  that  plied  regularly  between  Buffalo  and  Detroit. 
On  Saturday  my  brother  and  I  called  on  a  colored  barber.  While  there 
he  inquired  which  way  we  were  traveling.  When  told  to  Michigan,  he 
replied,  "Some  people  thinks  they  are  all  fools  that  go  to  Michigan,  but 
■taint  so;  the  smart  ones  go  to  Michigan  and  the  fools  stay  back."  Sub- 
squent  observation  has  to  some  extent  verified  the  darkey's  remarks. 

The  pioneers  of  Michigan  were  almost  without  exception  men  and 
women  of  intelligence,  energy,  and  enterprise.  Those  persons  of  different 
character  who  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day  with  the  expectation  of 
making  their  bread  by  other  means  than  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and 
expecting  to  find  those  here  before  them  a  set  of  ignorant  barbarians, 
ignorant  of  the  laws  of  Christian  civilization,  often  found  themselves 
wonderfully  mistaken. 

The  old  Superior  returned  and  took  on  board  her  loading  for  another 
trip  to  Detroit.  On  Monday  we  embarked,  and  on  the  third  day  found 
the  old  boat  bravely  plowing  the  waters  of  the  magnificent  Detroit.  Gaz- 
ing on  the  shores  upon  either  side,  everything  was  new  to  me.  The  old 
French  buildings  and  windmills,  so  different  from  anything  I  had  seen, 
seemed  as  though  I  was  in  a  new  world.  As  we  neared  Detroit,  coming 
in  front  of  the  home  of  Gov.  Cass,  a  salute  was  fired  by  our  crew  from  a 
small  field-piece  which  seemed  to  have  no  other  use  in  those  peaceful 
days^  though  the  red-coats  marched  out  and  came  down  with  bristling 
bayonets  to  the  water's  edge,  as  much  as  to  say  to  us,  "Keep  your  own 
side."  Landing  at  the  wharf,  we  made  our  way  up  Woodward  avenue. 
The  old  market  was  not  exactly  where  two  ways  meet,  but  where  two 
ways  crossed, — Jefferson  and  Woodward  avenues.  The  city  was  at  this 
time  mostly  on  the  river  and  on  Jefferson  avenue.  It  was  chiefly  made  up 
of  French  buildings,  which,  to  a  raw  Yankee,  looked  odd  enough.  They 
were  then  laying  the  foundation  of  the  old  capitol  building.  This  stood 
out  on  the  commons,  a  considerable  distance  from  the  settled  part  of  the 
city.  Eastern  adventurers  had  begun  to  build  just  enough  to  let  one 
know  that  a  new  race  w^as  about  to  establish  a  new  order  of  things.  The 
Yankee  houses  contrasted  strongly  with  their  old  neighbors. 

But  our  faces  were  set  for  the  woods,  and  we  took  up  our  line  of  march 
for  Oakland  county,  traveling  that  day  as  far  as  Stevens'  hotel,  where 
we  were  well  entertained  for  the  night.  The  next  day  we  made  our  way 
to  Pontiac.  In  the  vicinity  we  found  friends  with  whom  we  had  been 
intimate  in  old  Ontario  county,  N.  Y.,  Joseph  Lee  and  Samuel  Miller. 
The  latter  still  survives  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Pontiac.  They  had  been 
in  Michigan  about  three  years.  Pontiac  at  this  time  was  but  an  embryo 
city,  whose  dwellings  were  of  wood,  not  spacious,  but  fitted  for  the  im- 
mediate necessities  of  the  owners.  Some  were  framed  and  some  were 
log  shanties. 

Oakland  was  an  organized  county,  and  had  erected  of  hewn  timber 
a  building  that  served  for  a  court  house  and  jail.  A  small  Baptist  church 
had  been  organized,  the  first  and  at  that  time  the  only  Baptist  church 
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in  tho  Territory.  My  father  being  a  regular  Baptist  minister  and  ac- 
quainted with  several  of  the  members,  he  was  asked  to  preach  and  break 
bread  to  them,  which  he  did,  the  public  services  being  held  in  the 
court  room.  From  here  we  went  to  Stony  Creek,  wliore  we  were  invited 
to  take  part  in  a  council,  called  for  the  recognition  of  the  second  P>ai»tist 
church  in  the  Territory.  My  father  preached  and  gave  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship.  Here  we  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  old  pioneers, — 
good  men,  and  true,  most  or  all  of  whom  have  gone  to  that  better  land 
prej)ared  for  the  good, — old  Deacon  Taylor  and  family,  deacon  Jones  and 
family,  of  Troy.  My  father-in-law,  Joseph  Gilbert,  had  emigrated  with 
his  family  some  two  years  before,  and  purchased  a  half  section  embrac- 
ing one  of  the  beautiful  little  lakes  which  abound  in  Oakland  county, 
which  took  the  name  of  Gilbert  lake.  It  is  situated  in  Bloomfield.  I  found 
he  had  already  two  frame  barns  with  good  prospects  of  having  them  well 
tilled  with  the  coming  harvest,  as  he  had  7U  or  80  acres  of  wheat  on  the 
ground,  besides  other  crops.  At  this  first  visit  to  Michigan  my  travels 
were  not  very  extensive,  but  sufficiently  so  to  determine  me  to  make  it 
my  future  home,  Deo  volente. 

I  turned  my  face  toward  New  York  with  this  idea  uppermost.  The 
country  was  new  and  uncultivated,  but  I  saw  the  soil  was  productive, 
and  the  prosj)ect  good  for  a  growing  State.  Aside  from  Detroit  and 
Monroe,  all  was  new.  Society  was  to  be  formed,  churches  and  school- 
houses  were  to  be  built,  roads  to  be  opened  and  rendei-ed  passable,  in  short, 
everything  was  waiting  for  strong  and  willing  hands  to  take  hold  and 
make  Michigan  what  it  has  become,  a  great  and  prosperous  State.  We 
returned  to  Detroit  by  the  road  we  came,  which  was  rude  and  rough, 
consisting  of  logs  laid  crosswise  six  or  eight  miles  out  from  Detroit; 
two  or  three  miles  had  been  covered  with  earth,  then  came  alternate 
patches  of  dry  earth  and  mud-holes,  until  we  reached  the  openings. 
There  was  no  end  to  snakes,  that  were  continually  showing  themselves 
each  side  of  the  way.  About  six  miles  out  from  Detroit,  going  north,  we 
came  on  a  pioneer's  shanty.  It  was  near  night  and  the  cattle  had 
gathered  in  from  the  woods  before  the  door,  where  they  stood  fighting 
off  the  big  flies  which  were  digging  into  them  on  all  sides.  Here,  for 
the  first,  I  saw  what  has  been  named  the  Pontine  niailcnrricr,  whose  bill 
was  said  to  be  so  sharp  it  would  cause  the  sti-ong  ox  to  bawl  when  he 
bit  him. 

At  Detroit,  we  visited  the  old  fort  which  Ihill  surrendered  to  the 
British,  which  was  still  standing.  We  examined  the  route  on  which  the 
British  marched  to  the  fort.  I  felt  indignant  at  the  cowardice,  weakness, 
or  trcMchery  which  yielded  it  without  a  struggle. 

I  returned  in  safety  to  my  family  in  New  York,  where  I  was  kepi  five 
years  by  poverty  from  cai-rying  out  my  cherished  plan  of 

SETTLING  IN  MICHIGAN. 

I  landed  at  Detroit  Sei)t.  fi.  ]SL'!>,  with  my  little  family,  a  wife  and  two 
small  children.  We  came  from  BulTalo  in  a  schooner,  and  were  nine 
days  in  making  the  tri]».  From  Detroit  I  went  directly  to  Hloomtleld. 
Oakland  county,  where  I  made  my  home  the  first  year,  traveling  and 
laboring  as  a  missionary,  under  the  patronage  of  the  New  York  llaplist 
State  Convention.  In  the  spring  of  is:{«;.  I  located  a  lot  of  land  in  the 
Town  of  Fainiington.  To  get  on  to  this  I  had  to  go  back  half  a  mile  with- 
out any  road,  cuffing  my  way  through  the  bush.  In  the  course  of  the 
seasctn  I  erected  a  decent  log  caliin,  and  removed  to  it  in  the  fall,  taking, 
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with  one  team,  all  our  household  furniture^  and  with  another,  lumber 
enough  for  part  of  a  floor.  With  but  part  of  a  floor  made  of  boards 
loosely  thrown  down,  with  blankets  for  doors  and  windows,  we  took  pos- 
session, as  rich  and  happy  as  at  any  other  period  of  my  life,  which  has 
been  protracted  to  nearly  77  years.  Here,  I  made  an  opening  into  the 
forest  that  in  a  little  time  gave  rich  returns  of  the  products  of  the  soil. 
I  resided  in  Farmington  until  the  spring  of  18-il,  when  I  removed  to  the 
city  of  Detroit,  renting  my  farm.  One  great  object  I  had  in  view,  in 
going  to  Detroit,  was  for  better  opportunities  of  schooling  for  my  chil- 
dren; another  was  to  enlarge  my  own  knowledge  of  medicine.  Here  I 
became  acquainted  with  Dr.  S.  H.  Hahnemann's  Organon  of  Medicine^ 
which  was  an  introduction  to  an  entirely  new  field  of  practical  medicine. 
Though  what  I  consider  paramount  duties  have  led  me  to  discontinue 
the  practice  of  medicine,  I  feel  a  pleasure  in  being  numbered  among 
those  who  helped  to  introduce  the  practice  of  Homeopathy.  After 
practicing  in  Pontiac  a  short  time  1  gave  up  my  place  to  Dr.  Walker, 
who  I  think  is  still  there. 

I  had  for  years  been  professedly  engaged  in  the  Christian  ministry, 
and  in  my  heart  was  in  love  with  it,  notwithstanding  the  privations  and 
sacrifices  to  which  I  was  called;  I  could  not  content  myself  to  neglect 
that,  as  I  must  if  I  continued  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Pontiac.  I 
settled  on  my  farm,  and  for  the  second  time  received  a  call  from  a  small 
Baptist  church,  which  I  acccepted,  not  for  filthy  lucre,  for  the  prospect 
was  very  small  in  that  direction. 

In  the  winter  of  1S49  I  received  a  pressing  invitation  from  Baptist 
members  in  the  north  part  of  Clinton  county  to  visit  and  settle  with  them. 
I  made  the  visit,  held  some  meetings^  and  finally  made  a  conditional  bar- 
gain to  exchange  homes.  The  man  came  with  his  wife  to  look  at  my 
home,  said  it  answered  the  description,  and  we. traded.  I  arrived  at 
my  new  home  with  my  family  and  effects  March  2,  1849.  Here  I 
remained,  clearing  some  and  setting  out  fruit  trees.  Some  time  in  1852 
or  1853  the  company  of  the  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  R.  R.  surveyed  differ- 
ent lines  for  their  road,  and  finally  established  their  route  where  it  now 
runs.  In  the  meantime  Hon,  J.  Swegles,  ex-Auditor  General,  was  keeping 
his  eye  upon  their  movements^  and  doubtless  had  influence  with  the  com- 
missioners to  bring  it  just  where  it  is,  and  the  moment  he  saw  the  stake 
put  dowm  for  the  site  of  the  depot,  he  was  ready  with  his  corps  of  survey- 
ors. Commencing  at  the  stake,  he  first  laid  out  Clinton  avenue,  from  that 
we  laid  off  the  different  blocks,  and  subdivided  then  into  lots.  I  carried 
one  end  of  the  chain  to  lay  out  the  first  plat. 

A  stock  company  composed  the  company  that  had  secured  the  land, 

Hon.  J,  Swegles, Mead,  Esq.,  and  two  others  who  lived  in  Detroit, 

but  Mr.  Swegles  was  most  active  in  working  it  up.  Inhabitants  began 
'to  crowd  in,  and  our  friends  began  to  agitate  the  question  of  a  name. 
Swegles,  Sturgis,  Mead,  and  the  writer  were  present.  Several  names 
were  proposed.  One  proposed  Richmond,  another  Sweglesville,  yet 
another  proposed  Johnsville.  T  said,  "Call  it  St.  Johns."  Swegles  replied, 
"For  some  reasons  I  should  be  in  favor  of  St.  Johns;"  saying,  "Amen, 
St.  Johns  let  it  6e,"  and  thus  the  child  was  christened,  and  thus  the  name 
remains  to  this  dav. 
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AX   IIXCTTTXO  T.EAK  nT'NT. 

BY  HEXRY  A.  SMITH,  OF  GREENBUSH,  CLINTON  COUNTY 
[Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Society,  Feb.  2,  1S76,  by  "Wm.  Besley,  of  Clinton.] 

Ill  the  fall  of  1.^41)  I  loininciucd  llviiij;  in  a  log  cabin  in  tlio  woods  with 
no  ncij^Milxus  on  the  north  but  Indian."*,  and  on  tlic  cast,  west,  and  south 
the  white  people  weic  few  and  far  between.  M_v  wife  owned  a  cow  that 
We  brought  from  Ohio  with  us.  Mv  property  consisted  of  an  ax,  a  gun, 
an  iron  wedgt*,  and  l-\  cents.,  and  I  owed  for  the  lumber  for  my  cabin. 
No  .supplies  for  the  winter,  wages  iifty  cents  a  day,  and  no  one  wished  to 
hire.  I  need  not  relate  all  the  jtarticulars  of  my  situation,  even  if  it  were 
possible.  My  brother  j)ioneers  will  appreciate  the  ups  and  downs 
to  which  we  were  subjected.  My  ax,  wedge,  and  gun  wei-e  the  working 
tools  of  my  profession.  Time  wore  on  till  the  fall  of  lS,~)(t.  In  those  years 
a  few  other  settlers  had  come  around  us.  In  that  fall  I  still  owed  tifty 
dollars.  After  having  secured  my  little  ]troducts  for  the  winter,  I  took 
a  job  of  chopi>iiig,  and  immediately  commenced  upon  it.  I  very  soon 
discovered  indications  of  bears.  This  excited  my  curiosity;  and  now 
allow  me  to  relate  the  ex[)erience  of  one  afternoon. 

After  eating  my  frugal  dinner  I  buckled  on  my  armor,  which  consisted 
of  bullet  pouch,  jtowder  horn,  butcher  knife,  and  an  old  Lancaster  ritie. 
Accompanied  by  a  little  black  dog.  I  started  for  a  cedar  swamj)  about 
three  miles  distant.  Advancing  a  slioit  distance  into  the  swamp.  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  .i  tremendous  fbtundering  in  a  cedar  toj)  lying  on  the 
ground  by  my  side.  In  the  twinkle  of  an  eye  I  saw  it  was;i  large  bear. 
Throwing  my  gun  to  my  shoulder  in  the  act  of  ])ulling  the  trigger,  I 
found  the  dog  in  range  of  the  bear,  which  made  me  cringe  so  that  I  missed 
both  dog  and  bear.  The  next  moment  I  was  vexed  to  hear  them  rushing 
through  the  swamp  with  a  great  noise.  When  the  dog  came  back  I 
ajtplied  enough  of  the  oil  of  whiji  so  that  aflerwaids  he  gave  m<'  the 
first  chance. 

Again  we  started.  After  going  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north  side  of 
the  swamp,  oj)en  woods  commenced.  Away  on  an  oak  ridge  I  saw 
another  bear  coming  towards  me,  so  I  planted  my  feet  square  on  the 
ground  and  prepared  for  his  reception.  On  he  came,  and  when  within 
a  proper  distance  I  gave  a  sharp  whistle.  lie  stopped,  and  I  drew  a  bead, 
aiming  at  his  vitals.  The  ball  took  elTect.  aiul  away  he  i-an  towards  the 
east.  Sending  the  d(tg  in  jiursuit,  before  I  had  reloaded  my  gun  I  heard 
the  dog  overtake  him,  and  I  directly  knew  the  bear  was  in  trouble.  I 
started  on  the  run,  and  ha<l  not  gone  many  rods  when  lol  another  big 
bear  was  directly  before  me,  making  north  towards  .Majilr  rivri'.  I  hailed 
him.  lie  heeded  me  not,  except  to  give  me  a  saucy  lo(»k.  Thinks  I.  we 
will  see  what  virtue  there  is  in  lead.  Between  me  and  the  bear  was  a 
Iarg(?  log  lying  parallel  with  the  <-ourse  the  bear  was  taking.  \\y  the 
time  he  appeared  iig;iiii  I  confess  I  had  the  bear  ague.  Ncvj'r  having 
had  it  before  I  did  not  know  very  well  how  to  manage  it.  I  luid  had  the 
ftj/cA;  ague.  My  renie«ly  for  that  was  chewing  my  tongue,  but  ihat  failetl  to 
relieve  this  case,  so  I  tired  on  him,  taking  the  best  aim  I  could  under 
the  circumstances,  li  lia<l  llie  ellect  to  <)uicken  his  pace,  and  he  soon 
disappeared.  I  Ix-gan  to  run  and  to  reload.  I  ronld  easily  f(dlow  his  frail 
in  the  burnt  leaves,  now  and  then  lending  an  e;ir  to  the  exciting  toiu'S 
of  mv  faithful  dog. 
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This  was  the  smoky  fall.  There  were  many  fires,  and  these  woods  were 
mostly  burned  over.  I  soon  came  in  sight  of  my  enemy  again,  discharg- 
ing my  rifle,  which  again  renewed  his  pace.  This  performance  was  three 
times  repeated,  when  the  programme  changed.  The  bear  wheeled  about, 
facing  me,  and  such  ugly  snarls  I  had  not  been  used  to  hearing.  Before 
this  I  often  wished  I  could  have  a  brush  with  Bruin.  I  now  had  my 
chance.  When  near  me,  the  dog  ran  past  me,  the  two  met,  and  then  I 
saw  fun.  Sometimes  the  dog  was  after  the  bear,  and  then  the  bear  would 
be  after  the  dog. 

The  fever  raged  in  my  brain  so  I  scarcely  knew  whether  I  was  on  my 
head  or  my  feet.  I  shook  so  I  could  not  load  my  gun.  Soon  the  two 
were  out  of  sight  on  the  other  side  of  a  fallen  log^  but  I  could  hear  the 
enraged  bear.  As  I  ran  up  to  the  log,  I  saw  the  dog  hanging  to  a  hind 
foot  of  the  beast.  The  dog  getting  entangled  in  the  brush  so  as  to  lose 
his  hold,  I  sang  out,  "Take  him,  Cuff!"  The  dog  seized  him  by  the  side 
of  the  head,  and  quick  as  a  hash  the  dog  was  whirled  ten  feet  in  the  air, 
but  did  not  appear  to  be  hurt, — seized  him  again,  and  in  an  instant  my 
little  dog  was  lost  to  sight,  the  bear  having  him  in  a  close  embrace.  Then 
was  my  time,  and  seizing  my  gun  by  the  muzzle,  I  made  my  dash. 
Reserving  my  blow  from  the  gun,  I  gave  the  bear  a  hard  blow  from  my 
boot,  which  instantly  brought  him  to  face  me,  with  form  erect  on  his 
hind  feet,  with  his  head  higher  than  mine,  so  I  had  to  look  up.  Now  came 
the  blow  with  the  gun,  hitting  him  angling  across  the  face,  the  breech 
bounding  against  a  tree  some  twenty  feet  away.  The  bear  tumbled  over 
on  his  back.  Now  for  my  knife.  Horror  of  horrors!  It  was  gone!  All 
in  a  flutter  I  looked  for  it,  and  found  it  not!  The  bear  again  on  his  feet, 
I  sprang  to  repeat  the  blow.  A  limb  overhead  entangled  my  weapon, 
so  I  missed  my  aim.  Seizing  the  bear  by  the  back  of  the  neck  to  strike 
him  with  the  other  hand  was  about  the  last  I  knew  just  then,  for  some- 
thing hit  me  over  the  right  eye  which  sent  me  whirling  against  the  root 
of  a  tree,  and  bouncing  forward  on  my  face,  could  not  see  very  well,  but 
the  next  moment  a  sight  met  me  that  froze  me!  From  such  a  sight  may  I 
be  forever  delivered;  for,  within  a  foot  of  ni}-  head,  with  mouth  distended, 
was  the  enraged  bear!  Throwing  up  my  right  hand,  he  caught  me  by  the 
wrist,  dragging  me  on  my  breast  through  the  ashes,  nearly  putting  my 
eyes  out  with  froth  and  blood  that  he  snorted  in  my  face.  He  sprang  to 
grasp  me  in  his  paws. 

Here  let  me  pause,  and  say  that  at  that  moment  my  soul  was  stung 
with  the  thought  that  I  must  leave  wife  and  children,  dearer  than  all 
else  beside,  even  life  itself.  Death,  in  all  its  terrors,  stared  me  in  the 
face;  and  such  a  death!  Ten-fold  energy  was  at  that  moment  given  me. 
All  timidity  fled.    Death  or  victory!    The  moment  was  decisive. 

As  the  bear  sprang  on  me,  I  seized  him  by  the  whiskers  with  my  left 
hand,  which  brough  me  to  my  feet.  Now  came  the  tug  of  war;  from  the 
feet  to  the  knees,  and  from  the  knees  to  the  feet  were  the  changes  of 
position  for  a  time.  He  would  try  to  hold  me  close  enough  to  poke  me 
under  him,  so  that  I  would  have  to  put  my  head  to  his  head  and  pry  with 
neck  to  keep  from  going  under.  We  were  pretty  evenly  matched,  but  I 
thought  he  had  a  little  the  best  of  it  on  a  square  pull,  and  I  would  gladly 
have  given  my  right  hand  to  have  made  my  escape.  But  no  quarter  on 
his  part.  I  managed  with  my  left  hand  to  give  him  a  blow  which  caused 
him  to  let  go  for  a  new  hold.  He  missed,  and  I  made  double  quick  time, 
with  Bruin  close  to  my  coat  tails.  Pull  fifteen  rods  were  closely  con- 
tested, when  I  broke  off  a  limb  and  whirled  it  into  his  face,  which  checked 
his  motion.  I  wheeled,  and  made  for  my  gun, — I  saw  the  barrel  lying 
20 


154  PIONEER     SOCIETY     OX'     MICHIGAN. 


on  tlie  ground. — the  bear  again  close  upon  nie.  Not  realizing  the  condi- 
tion of  my  arm,  I  failed  to  grasp  it  as  I  passed  by.  I  ran  to  an  old  tree- 
top,  broke  oil"  a  dry  limb,  and  gave  the  bear  such  a  blow  as  felled  him 
to  the  ground.  I  caught  hold  of  the  gun.  but  failed  as  before.  Becoming 
discouraged  with  dry  limbs,  I  was  bound  to,  fix  him  next  time,  if  he 
would  give  me  time  to  get  a  wea])on.  lie  did  not  seem  inclined  to  follow 
me,  and  while  I  was  preparing  for  him,  he  got  up  and  walked  slowly 
away,  making  a  doeful  cry.  This  gave  me  a  chance  to  recover  my  gun- 
barrel.  1  became  the  pursuer,  and  went  round  so  as  to  meet  the  bear 
where  he  was  aiming  to  cross  a  fallen  log.  At  this  place,  I  met  him  with 
such  a  blow  from  the  end  of  my  gun-barrel  that  the  iron  entered  his 
brain,  and  we  rolled  on  the  ground  together.  I  belabored  him  till  he 
ceased  to  kick.  Once  more  I  felt  free,  but  not  to  breathe  clearly,  I  began 
to  feel  faint,  and  soon  lost  consciousness.  At  length,  I  found  myself  lying 
on  the  ground,  having  lost  all  idea  of  latitude.  When  I  started,  I  tried  to 
keep  a  straight  course,  and  my  good  luck  led  me  out  to  my  brother-in- 
law's.  Lyman  Van  Sickle's,  near  where  Bridgeville  now  is.  Martha,  his 
wife,  met  me  some  twejity  rods  from  the  house,  under  great  excitement, 
for  I  was  barefooted,  ragged,  and  bloody  from  head  to  feet.  I  could  only 
whisper,  for  my  throat  was  clogged.  "  She  gave  me  Kadway's  Keady 
licdief.  This  cut  its  way  down,  and  I  was  soon  all  right.  Soon,  Lyman 
and  his  brother  came  in  from  work,  and  we  all  went  out  and  hung  up 
tiie  bear.  Found  mv  hat,  but  my  knife  I  never  found.  I  felt  some  tired 
the  next  day,  so  1  did  not  look  for  the  other  bear,  which  was  not  found 
till  it  was  spoilt. 

In  a  few  days  I  shot  another  bear.  I  saved  the  oil  from  th(^  two, 
amounting  to'thirteen  gallons,  which  I  sold  to  Mr.  David  Sturgis,  who 
once  lived  in  DeWitt.  One  bone  of  my  arm  was  cracked  so  it  was  lame 
all  winter,  but  I  finished  my  job.  paid  oil"  my  debt  of  tifty  dollars,  and 
bought  clothes  for  the  winter. 

Fellow  pioneers,  I  liave  given  you  one  of  the  hardest  adventures  of 
my  life,  one  of  many  that  I  sliould  have  wished  to  be  excused  from,  but 
I  have  been  carried  through  them  all.  I  have  raised,  with  the  help  of 
my  good  wife,  who  is  still  spared  to  me,  live  children,  two  of  them  mar- 
ried; all  doing  well.  Though  somewhat  broken  in  health.  I  still  have  a 
wish  to  hunt  every  fall  to  procure  some  venison.  Now,  brethren  and 
sisters,  who  have  tasted  both  the  bitter  and  the  sweets  of  pioneer  life, 
may  we  eventually  meet  in  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens. 

CKAWFOKT)  rorxTV. 

PROCLAMATION. 

And  I  do.  by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of  Pongress  of  July  L'..  ITsT.  lay 
out  that  part  of  the  tra<-t  of  country  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguislied.  included  within  the  following  boundaries,  namely: 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  county  of  Michiliniackinac.  on  the  east  by  the 
county  of  Brown,  on  tl'ie  south  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  western  boundary  of  theTerritory  of  Michigan,  into  a  sei)arate 
count  v,  to  be  called  the  county  of  Crawford. 

Ami  I  do  establish  tlu'  seat  of  justice  of  tin-  said  county  of  Crawford 
at  the  village  of  Brairi*'  du  Chien. 
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Given  under  mj  hand  at  Detroit  this  20th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1818, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-third. 

LEW.   CASS. 

Crawford  county  is  attached  to  Kalkaska  county,  of  which  Kalkaska 
is  the  county-seat. 

DELTA  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan: 

Section  6.  All  that  portion  of  the  State  embraced  within  the  fol- 
lowing limits  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and 
designated  as  the  county  of  Delta,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  a  point  on  Lake 
Michigan  south  of  the  line  between  ranges  12  and  13  west,  thence  south- 
wardly along  the  margin  of  lake  to  Green  bay,  thence  along  the  north  and 
west  shores  of  said  bay  to  the  Menominee  riyer,  thence  northwestwardly 
along  the  boundary  line  between  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  to  the  line 
between  ranges  37  and  38  west,  thence  east  along  the  north  boundary 
of  township  41  to  the  line  between  ranges  12  and  13  west,  thence  south 
to  the  point  of  beginning. 
Approved  March  9^  18-13. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact.  That  townships 
numbered  37,  38,  39,  40,  and  41  north,  of  range  24  west;  towns  38,  39,  40, 
41,  42,  and  43  north,  range  23  west;  towns  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43  north,  of 
range  22  west;  towns  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  and  43  north,  of  range  21  west; 
townships  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  and  43  north,  of  range  20  west;  towns 
37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  and  43  north,  of  range  19  west,  including  all  of  Sum- 
mer Island;  towns  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  and  43  north,  of  range  18  west,  shall 
constitute,  and  are  hereby  organized  into  the  county  of  Delta. 

Sec.  2.  The  county-seat  for  said  county  shall  be  located  by  David 
Langley,  Jr.^  Peter  Murphy,  and  Thomas  J.  Streeter,  who  are  appointed 
commissioners  to  locate  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  All  the  territory  herein  described  and  designated  as  the 
county  of  Delta  shall,  until  organized  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act^  remain  attached  to  the  county  of  Mackinaw  for  judicial,  taxable,  and 
other  purposes,  and  nothing  in  this  act  shall  in  any  way  interfere  with 
the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the  county  of  Mackinaw  from  collecting 
the  taxes  assessed  within  said  county  of  Delta  for  the  year  1860. 

Approved  March  12,  1861. 

Delta  County. — Named  from  its  partial  resemblance  in  position  to 
the  ''Delta"  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Nile,  in  Egypt. 
Countj^-seat,  Escanaba,  a  thriving  incorporated  village. 

DUBUQUE  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,    That  all  that  district  of  country  which  was  attached  to  the 
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Territory  of  Michijjan  by  the  act  of  Coiijjross,  (Mititlcd  ''An  act  to  attach 
the  territory  of  tlie  United  States  west  of  the  Mississijipi  river  and  north 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  to  tlic  Territory  of  Michi^Mn,"  approvt'd  June 
28,  lSi4.  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extin<;uislied,  which  is 
situated  to  the  north  of  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  west  from  the  lower  end 
of  Kock  Island  to  Missouri  river,  shall  constitute  a  county  and  l)e  called 
Dubuque. 

Approved  September  (i,  l.S'U. 

DEMOINE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hif  the  Legislative  Couneil  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Section  2.  All  that  district  of  country  which  is  south  of  a  line  to 
be  drawn  due  west  from  the  lower  end  of  Rock  Island  shall  constitute 
a  county,  and  be  called  Denioiue, 

Approved  September  0,  IS.'U. 

EATON  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan : 

Section  3.  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  is  included  within  the  fol- 
lowing; limits,  viz.:  north  of  the  base  line,  and  south  of  the  line  between 
townships  four  and  five  north  of  the  base  line,  and  east  of  the  line 
between  ran<;es  six  and  seven  west  of  the  meridian,  and  west  of  the  line 
between  ran«!:es  two  and  three  west  of  the  meridian,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  set  otf  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name  thereof  shall  be 
Eaton. 

Approved  October  2!),  1829. 

B(  it  enacted  hy  the  Lcf/ishiiire  f'oiimil  of  tlic  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Section  .^.     That  the  county  of  Ualon  sliiill  be  attached  to  and  com- 
pose a  part  of  the  county  of  St.  .Joseph. 
Approved  November  i,  1S20. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legishilire  Couneil  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Section  7.     That  the  county  of  Eaton  shall  be  altadied  to  and  com- 
pose a  jtait  (»f  the  county  of  Kalamazoo  for  judicial  i»ur{)oses. 
Approved  July  .*!().   ]s:',(). 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Sen(dr  (Dill  Houne  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mi<'h- 
igan: 

That  the  county  of  Eaton  be,  and  the  same  is  herelty  organized,  and  the 
inhabitarils  I  hereof  eiit  il  led  to  all  the  rijjhis  and  ju'i  vile<;es  to  which,  hy 
law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  this  Stale  ai'e  entitled. 

Sec.  4.  The  circuit  <'Ourt  for  the  county  of  Eaton  shall  be  held,  until 
suitable  buildings  are  erect<'d  at  the  county-seat,  at  such  place  as  the 
county  eoriitiiissioners  shall  provide,  on  the  first  Thursday  aftei*  the  last 
.Monday  of  .May  an<l  November  in  endi  year. 

.\pprove<l  I)ecemb<'r  2!>,  ls:',7. 
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Eaton  County  was  named  from  John  H.  Eaton,  Secretary  of  War  in 
Jackson's  cabinet  from  1829  to  1836.    Born  1790 ;  died  1856. 

County-seat,  Charlotte.  The  first  settlement  of  this  place  was  made 
in  1839,  by  Stephen  Davis,  William  Stoddard,  Hannibal  G.  Rice,  and 
Hiram  Shepherd. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  COUNTY  PIONEER  SOCIETY. 

Eaton  County  Pioneer  Society  was  organized  February  22d,  1872,  and 
the  following  persons  were  elected  officers: 

President — John  Montgomery, 

Vice  President — R.  W.  Griswold. 

Secretary — G.  W.  Knight. 

Treasurer — Alvan  D.  Shaw. 

Executive  Committee — Henry  A.  Shaw,  Phineas  S.  Spaulding,  and  Rob- 
ert M.  Wheaton, 

The  society  holds  its  annual  meeting  in  June  each  year.  The  following 
persons  are  the  present  ofiicers: 

President — Osman  Chappell,  Charlotte. 

Vice  President — S.  S.  Church,  Vermontville. 

Secretary — G.  W.  Knight,  Eaton  Rapids. 

Treasurer — M.  L.  Squires,  Vermontville. 

Executive  Committee — Wm,  Wall,  Eaton  Rapids;  G,  T.  Rand,  Charlotte; 
Jonathan  Dean,  Kalamo. 

The  following  named  persons,  members  of  the  society,  died  during  the 
year  ending  June  14:th,  1876:  Simon  Darling,  Hiram  ^Hammond,  R.  M. 
Wheaton,  R.  W.  Benedict,  A,  L.  Green,  Mrs.  Maria  Shaw,  Mrs.  Rectina 
Warren,  Mrs.  Roxanna  Gridley. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society  in  Lansing,  February  2d, 
1876,  the  following  paper,  written  by  Mrs.  E.  S.  Ingersoll,  was  read, 
recounting  reminiscences  of  the 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OF  DELTA. 

In  the  summer  of  1834,  Erastus  Ingersoll  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
in  town  4  north  of  range  3  west,  and  in  5  north  of  range  3  west.  This 
land  was  crossed  by  the  Grand  river  and  by  the  turnpike  which  had  been 
surveyed  by  the  United  States  government  from  Detroit  to  Grand  Haven. 
On  being  asked  why  he  located  so  far  in  the  woods,  he  replied,  ''You  know 
that  in  12  years  the  capitol  must  be  removed  from  Detroit,  and  as  this  is 
just  half-way  across  the  State,  being  89  miles  either  way,  of  course  it  will 
be  here,  or  very  near." 

In  the  summer  of  1836  he  erected  a  log  house  on  section  3  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  a  little  west  of  where  Mrs.  Oakley's  house  now  stands. 
Early  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  hired  a  family  by  the  name  of  Avery 
to  "keep  house,"  and  came  on  with  a  squad  of  men  to  build  mills.  Their 
first  work  was  to  subject  the  water  to  their  control,  which  they  did  by 
building  a  dam  from  the  upper  end  of  the  island  to  the  south  shore,  and 
from  the  lower  end  to  the  north  bank,  the  site  of  the  mill. 

After  a  few  weeks  Mr.  Lewis  and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Billings,  with 
their  families,  came  through  the  woods  from  Jackson,  following  the 
course  of  the  river,  and  section  lines  where  they  could  find  them,  and 
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with  the  aid  of  a  pocket  compass  succeeded  very  well  until  they  encount- 
ered a  swamp,  now  known  as  Old  Maid's  swamp.  In  going  around  this 
they  lost  their  bearings  and  wandered  for  several  days.  After  suffering 
greatly  from  anxiety,  cold,  and  hunger,  Mr,  Billings  left  them,  and  taking 
a  northerly  course  came  to  the  river  a  short  distance  above  this  point, 
where  he  obtained  help  and  provisions  and  returned,  and  in  two  days  they 
all  arrived  at  Delta  in  safety.  The  family  then  here  left,  and  Mr.  Billings' 
family  took  their  place. 

Mr.  Lewis  built  a  shanty  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  just  below 
where  the  bridge  now  stands.  But  even  in  this  secluded  spot  they  were 
not  safe  from  the  common  enemy.  Mrs.  Lewis  was  soon  laid  on  the  bed 
of  death.  This  was  a  very  sad  time,  particularly  for  Mrs.  Billings,  who 
must  alone  prepare  her  mother  for  the  burial.  This  done,  she  was  laid 
in  her  last  resting-place,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  east  of  the 
house.  No  stone  marks  the  spot.  It  is  now  in  the  highway,  and  passers- 
by  are  as  unconscious  of  the  presence  of  death  as  the  river  that  rolls  at 
her  feet. 

Soon  after  this  a  surveyor  was  procured  from  Farmington,  named 
John  Thayer,  who  laid  out  a  village  extending  from  the  river  to  the  turn- 
pike, and  it  received  the  sonorous  souhriqtivt  of  CJrand  Biver  City.  Mean- 
while the  work  progressed  on  mill  and  dam,  and  on  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber. is:i(;,  with  suitable  demonstrations  of  joy,  they  sawed  a  board, 
gigging  back  with  mill-bars  and  hand-spikes.  The  men  were  then  em- 
ployed in  getting  out  logs  for  the  mill,  and  chopping,  preparatory  to 
clearing  laud  for  crops. 

On  the  last  day  of  February,  1837,  E.  S.  IngersoU,  his  wife  and  two 
little  boys  arrived  at  Grand  Biver  City,  and  in  their  turn  took  the  log 
house,  .Nlr.  Jiillings'  fcamiiy  occupying  the  slumty  until  tht^y  could  build 
a  house  on  their  own  land. 

About  March  20,  1837,  two  familes  from  New  York  came  down  the 
river  from  Eaton  Bapids  on  the  ice,  encountering  many  dangers.  They 
arrived  here  just  after  dark,  but  were  unable  to  reach  the  shore,  thci 
ice  having  melted  away  from  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  leaving  an 
open  si)ace  nearly  10  feet  Avide.  A  rude  biidge  of  poles  and  pla.nks  was 
soon  constructed  and  they  all  reached  the  shore  in  safety.  They  were  Mr. 
Conkite  and  Mr.  Compton.  on  (heir  way  to  Dauby,  and  after  resting  over 
night  they  i)ursued  their  journey,  preferring  terra  firnia  to  the  treacher- 
ous ice. 

The  winter  had  been  pretty  severe.  There  had  been  sleighing  for  three 
months  and  a  heavy  body  of  snow  still  covered  the  ground.  It  was 
thawed  by  a  warm  rain,  which  swelled  the  river  to  an  immense  si/,e.  The 
ice  came  rushing  down  in  huge  nuisses.  It  was  a  magnificent  sight,  and 
while  we  admired  its  grandeur,  we  expected  every  moment  to  see  the  mill 
go  with  it.  The  tools  and  movable  parts  of  the  mill  were  removed,  and 
we  awaited  the  issue.  When  the  water  had  subsided,  it  was  found  that 
the  mill  and  dams  were  injured,  though  not  beyond  repair.  It  was  known 
by  the  marks  which  the  ice  made  on  the  trees  that  the  water  had  never 
been  so  higli  before,  and  it  has  not  hcv.u  since. 

A  few  warm  days  in  A|)rii  bronght  out  a  gicat  many  blac  U  snakes  to 
bask  in  tin-  sun,  but  a  severe  frost  jtroved  that  they  had  run  before  they 
were  sent,  and  scores  of  them  were  round  dead  on  the  logs  and  on  the 
ground.  Jiut  Iheic  were  jih-nty  left,  and  Ihoiigli  they  never  got  into  our 
kneading-tronghs,  they  sometimes  caTiic  into  our  houses.  One  was  cut 
in  pieces  on  the  llo(»r  by  .Mrs.  IngersoU. 

.Mr.  Billings,  having  completed  his  house,  hli   ilic  <  iiy  for  his  country 
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home,  now  occupied  by  Jason  Nichols,  and  for  six  weelis  Mrs.  Ingersoll 
saw  no  woman  except  aborigines.  Two  men  came  down  the  river  in  a 
dug-out  freighted  with  potatoes.  They  sold  to  Mr.  Ingersoll  their  craft  and 
cargo,  the  latter  at  |2  per  bushel,  and  received  in  part  payment  flour  at 
$14  per  barrel.  You  may  think  these  were  hard  and  lonesome  times;  but 
no,  we  had  plenty  of  provisions  and  plenty  of  company,  for  our  family 
numbered  13  persons,  and  there  were  many  men  looking  for  locations, 
and  scarcely  a  night  passed  but  some  one  or  more,  generally  three  or 
four,  called  for  entertainment. 

After  they  had  selected  their  land,  they  must  go  to  Ionia  with  specie 
to  obtain  their  duplicates.  Two  gentlemen  called  one  evening  and  wished 
to  stay  over  night.  While  supper  was  being  prepared,  one  of  them  said 
"We  are  very  hungry.  We  have  been  to  Ionia  to  buy  land,  and  had  to 
wait  around  the  door  of  the  land  office  several  hours,  on  account  of  the 
crowd.  When  we  got  through  our  business,  we  went  to  one  of  the  shan- 
ties for  something  to  eat.  The  woman  told  the  little  girl  to  run  over  to 
a  neighbor's  and  'get  the  bone.'  She  obeyed,  and  soon  soup  was  ready  for 
us.  We  had  barely  seated  ourselves  at  the  table  when  a  boy  came  run- 
ning in,  saying  that  'some  men  have  come,  and  mother  wants  the  bone.' 
So  it  went  around  from  house  to  house,  furnishing  soup  for  all  the  com- 
pany." 

In  June,  Thomas  Chadwick  and  wife  and  Sally  Chadwick  (afterwards 
wife  of  D.  S.  Ingersoll)  arrived  and  occupied  the  shanty.  A  few  days 
after,  a  company  of  men  came  on  from  Massachusetts  and  Ohio  to  start 
a  school  similar  to  the  Oberlin  institute.  This  increased  our  family  to 
26.  They  staid  part  of  the  summer,  made  some  preparation  for  build- 
ing, but  concluded  to  suspend  operations  and  send  Kev.  E.  P.  Ingersoll 
east  to  raise  funds.  He  succeeded  in  obtaining  large  subscriptions,  but 
before  they  were  due,  came  the  great  money  crash  called  "wild-cat" 
times,  and  many  wealthy  men  were  left  penniless.  Consequently  the  sub- 
scriptions were  never  paid,  and  the  school  failed. 

During  the  summer  of  1837  a  grist-mill,  a  frame  barn,  and  two  frame 
houses  (A.  Hayden's  and  E.  S.  Ingersoll's)  were  built.  Considerable  sick- 
ness prevailed  among  us,  and  Thomas  Chadwick  died  in  October.  More 
families  cane  in,  and  several  young  men — among  them  Alonzo  Baker 
— came  through  from  Howell,  and  he,  failing  to  reach  us  on  the  first  day, 
lay  alone  in  the  woods.  He  came  in  the  next  morning,  about  10  o'clock 
weary  and  hungry.  He  and  some  other  young  men  spent  most  of  the 
winter  chopping  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Burlingame.  Quite  an 
improvement  was  made  there  and  here. 

As  yet  we  were  not  an  organized  town,  but  united  with  Windsor,  Ben- 
ton, and  Oneida,  and  called  Oneida.  The  fall  election  was  held  here, 
and  the  town  meeting  in  the  spring  of  1838  at  old  Mr.  Nichols'.  The 
offices  were  duly  distributed,  almost  every  man  holding  some  office. 

The  first  marriage  was  in  the  summer  of  1838.  Had  you  chanced  to 
see  the  Grand  River  City  Courier  of  that  date  you  might  have  read : 

Married.— At  Grand  River  City,  by  Samuel  Preston,  Esq.,  at  the  house  of  the 
bride's  father,  Mr.  Addison  Hayden  and  Miss  Mary  Chadwick,  both  of  Grand  River 

City. 

A  rather  laughable  incident  was  connected  with  this  affair,  which  I 
will  relate  as  I  received  it  from  the  wife  of  the  justice.  "Mr.  Hayden 
called  and  inquired  for  the  'squire.  I  told  him  he  was  gone  to  Mr. 
Nichols'.  By  and  by  he  came  home  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Hayden  wanted 
him  to  marry  him.    'Well,'  I  said,  'you  can't  go,  for  your  clothes  are  too 
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raj;j;ed.'  liut  the  boys  came  to  tlie  rescue,  and  liro»i«;lit  out  their  ( lothes, 
ami  Mr.  Preston  tried  them  on.  One  eouhl  sujtplv  a  coat,  anotlier  pants, 
another  a  vest,  and  the  outfit  was  eomjtlele  excepting;  a  liat.  Jason  was  a 
pretty  spruce  youufr  man.  and  had  a  fni'  liat  which  lie  kindly  loaned.  This 
I)ut  on  the  tinishinj;  touch.  On  his  way  to  the  hou.se,  Mr.  Preston 
thoujrht  of  a  second  dilemma,  worse  than  the  first.  He  was  not  a  pray- 
ing man,  and  how  cojild  he  perform  the  marria{];e  ceremony  without 
prayer?  After  a  while  he  hit  upon  a  plan.  He  would  invite  E.  S.  Inger- 
soll  to  assist  in  the  services,  and  all  passed  off  jdeasantly,  no  one  suspect- 
ing the  perplexities  the  justice  had  labored  under." 

In  the  summer  and  fall  of  18.3S  we  were  again  visited  with  severe  sick- 
ness; but  a  Mr.  Woodruff  and  E.  S,  Ingersoll's  oldest  son  were  the  only 
ones  who  died. 

The  first  school  in  Delta  w\ns  taught  by  Lydia  Ingersoll,  daughter  of 
Moses  Inj.jersoll,  in  the  spring  of  18:iS.  The  first  Sunday  school  was 
organized  in  the  same  spring,  in  the  house  of  E.  S.  Ingersoll,  h(»  being 
superintendent.  It  is  now  a  flourishing  school,  numbering  about  eighty 
members.  Geo.  A.  Limebeck  is  its  supei'intendent.  In  the  summer  of 
1S38  (I  think  it  was)  four  men  went  up  the  rivcM-  to  secure  some  logs  which 
they  had  purchased  of  a  !Mi-.  P>utterfield,  who  had  put  a  great  many  logs 
into  the  liver.  The  paity  went  by  land  and  encamjied  for  the  night  at 
Spring  Brook,  near  Dimondale.  Here  they  made  rafts,  and  E.  S.  Inger- 
soll cut  his  foot  severely.  He  got  on  to  a  raft  and  floated  down  to  near 
Lansing,  where  the  i)arty  stopped  for  the  night.  Early  the  next  morn- 
ing they  heard  a  man  chopping,  and  went  and  found  Jacob  Cooley.  \Ve 
did  not  know  of  any  such  ])erson.  and  did  not  sujjpose  there  was  anybody 
between  our  place  and  Eaton  Kajtids.  lie  had  lived  there  alone  until  he 
had  forgotten  the  day  of  the  week  and  almost  forgotten  his  own  name. 

In  the  fall  of  this  year  E.  S  Tngei'soll  and  family  went  east  I'oi-  supplies. 
The  journey  was  made  with  oxen.  The^re  was  no  house  this  side  of 
Howell  except  that  of  Mr.  Gastoo,  who  lived  about  ten  miles  this  side. 
We  traveled  all  day  and  encamjied  at  night  on  the  bank  of  the  Cedar, 
and  on  our  return  stayed  in  an  Indian  wigwam,  a  little  below  North 
Lansing.  Hev.  Iv  P.  Ingersoll  and  family  were  with  us.  He  jiartially 
organized  a  church,  but  it  was  never  perfected,  there  being  no  other 
churches  or  religious  organizations  in  this  ])art  of  the  State.  The  first 
minister  here  was  E.  P.  Ingersoll.  The  first  merchant  was  Whitney  Jones 
who  now  lives  in   Lansing.     Tlu*  lirst  postmaster  was  E.  S.  Ingersoll. 

THE   STATE   CAPITAT.. 

Ml".  E.  S.  Inger-s(dl  gave  some  interesting  remarks  about  the  removal 
of  the  State  capital  to  Lansing,  and  sang  a  song  which  was  composed 
by  his  wife  and  sung  at  a  celebration  on  the  island,  July  4.  ISIT,  to  the 
tune  of  "The  Old  Granite  State."  As  the  .song  is  of  considerable  local 
interest,  we  give  it   below: 

"'I'he  cnpilal   is  coiiiiiin,  H   Is  even  now  nt  li.niitl: 
Many   iininiKrnnts  are  comin>r  to  |>4>pnlat«>  onr  land: 
Let   lliMsc  who've  tolled  in  sadness  now  dismiss  tiiclr  former  srlof. 
And  raise  a  sliont  of  ^clndno.ss  at  the  prospi'ct  of  relief. 

"riMiiii  s    Ler  the  forest  echo. 
Let    I  lie    forest   echo, 
I-et    the    forest    er-iio, 
.\iid   ilie  hills  return  the  sound. 
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"Lone  and  sad  have  been  the  days  of  the  western  pioneer, 
And  hope,  almost  extinguished,  was  yielding  up  to  fear; 
But  a  brighter  day  is  dawning,  let  the  past  be  all  forgot. 
Or  remembered  as  but  things  that  were  and  those  that  now  are  not. 

"Chorus— Let  the  forest  echo,  etc. 

'•Let  the  emigrant  of  '36  now  lift  his  joyful  eyes. 
And  behold  in  Lansing's  forest  the  stately  dome  arise; 
The  native  quits  his  cheerful  fire,  astonished  at  the  sight. 
The  prowling  beasts  in  haste  retire  as  at  the  approach  of  light. 

"Chorus— Let  the  forest  echo,  etc. 

"The  farmer  bound  for  market,  w^ith  home  products  for  his  load, 
Carries  twice  as  much  as  usual  on  the  newly-built  plank  road; 
And  merrily  he's  singing  as  with  ease  he  glides  along,— 
Blessings  on  the  late  improvements  form  the  subject  of  his  song. 

"Chorus— Let  the  forest  echo,  etc. 

"What  hear  we  in  the  distance?     See  the  curling  vapor  rise, 
Overcoming  all  resistance,  soon  it  greets  our  gazing  eyes; 
'Tis  the  railroad  train  advancing  with  its  famous  iron  steed. 
Impatient,  snorting,  prancing,  this  Is  novelty  Indeed! 

"Chorus — Let  the  forest  echo,  etc. 

"Intelligence  with  liglining  speed  by  telegraphic  wire, — 
The  latest  glorious  victory,  the  latest  dreadful  fire; 
What  magic  spell  surrounds  us?     Can  it  really  be  true? 
Such  sudden  change  astounds  us,  yea,  so  unexpected  too. 

"Chorus— Let  the  forest  echo,  etc. 

"The  forest  is  receding,  leveled  hy  the  axman's  stroke. 
And  towns  spring  up  like  mushrooms  where  late  grew  the  sturdy  oak; 
And  on  our  noble  river  not  long  hence  may  we  behold 
The  majestic  steamboat  floating;  but  the  half  cannot  be  told. 

"Chorus— Let  the  forest  echo,  etc. 

"We  extend  the  hand  of  friendship  to  the  gallant  little  baud 
Who  as  friends  to  central  Michigan  were  not  afraid  to  stand: 
Welcome  now  unto  her  bosom,  welcome  one  and  all. 
Who  labored  for  her  interest  in  the  legislative  hall. 

"Chorus — Let  the  forest  echo,  etc. 

"May  these  halls  of  legislation  prove  a  blessing  to  our  land, 
And  the  rights  of  every  station  ever  sacred  in  them  stand; 
Be  the  counsels  of  our  rulers  every  censure  far  above, 
Being  based  on  truth  and  justice  and  the  perfect  law  of  love. 

"Chorus— Then  let  all  the  people. 

Then  let  all  the  people. 

Then  let  all  the  people, 

Raise  a  shout  of  joy  and  glee." 
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EMMET  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  MiehUian  enact,  That  the  county 
of  Emmet  shall  be  organized,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants 
of  other  organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Se<:.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Emmet  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  May  next,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which  by  law 
the  said  county  is  entitled;  and  said  election  and  the  canvass  shall  in  all 
respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for  hold- 
ing elections  and  canvasses  for  county  and  State  officers:  Proinded,  That 
the  canvass  shall  be  held  at  the  village  of  St.  James,  in  said  county,  on 
the  Monday  next  following  said  election,  and  said  county  officers  shall 
immediately  be  qualified  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices,  and  their  several  terms  of  office  shall  expire  at  the  same  time  that 
they  would  have  expired  had  thi'v  been  elected  at  the  last  general  elec- 
tion: And  provided  further.  That  until  such  county  officers  are  elected 
and  qualified,  the  proper  county  officers  of  the  county  of  Mackinac  shall 
jierform  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  said  county  of  Emmet,  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  3.  The  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county,  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  election  from  each  township  therein, 
who  shall  organize  by  appointing  one  of  their  number  chairman  and 
another  secretary  of  said  board,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary 
cases  of  elections  for  county  and  State  officers. 

Sec.  4.  The  county  of  Emmet  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  upon 
Lake  Michigan  and  Green  bay  with  the  other  counties  contiguous  thereto. 

Sec.  8.  All  the  islands,  bars,  rocks,  and  lands  under  water,  contiguous 
to  the  said  counties  of  p]mmet  and  Charlevoix  and  within  the  State  of 
Michigan,  not  heretofore,  by  any  legislative  enactment,  included  within 
the  body  of  an^'  county  in  said  State,  together  with  so  much  of  range  4 
west,  as  was  heretofore  included  in  Cheboygan  county,  are  hereby  an- 
nexed to  said  county  of  Emmet,  and  shall  for  all  purposes  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  within  and  a  part  of  said  county. 

Sec.  0.  The  county-seat  of  said  county  shall  be  tixcd  by  the  board  of 
sujjervisors  of  said  county. 

Sec.  10.  The  register  of  deeds  of  tlie  county  of  Emmet  shall,  on  the 
request  and  at  the  expense  of  the  persons  interested,  copy  from  the 
records  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  deeds  of  Mackinac,  all  records  of 
deeds  and  instruments  in  writing,  conveying,  or  in  any  wise  limiting  or 
affecting  the  title  to  any  real  estate  in  the  county  of  Emmet,  as  hereby 
organized,  and  the  cojjies  so  made  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  orig- 
inal records,  for  all  j)ur|toses  whatsoever. 

Sec.  11.     This  act   shall    take  eilect   innnediately. 

Aj)proved  .January  lil),  ls."»:',. 

E.M.MET. — NaiiM'd  from  Jiobert  Emmet,  the  ehxpient  Irish  paiiiol,  who 
was  hung  as  a  traitor  to  the  British  government,  at  the  age  of  23  years, 
in  the  vear  1803. 
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The  county-seat  of  this  county  was  established  at  Mackinac  City,  Feb. 
3,  1858.  It  was  afterwards  removed  to  Traverse  City,  where  it  is  at 
present  located.  It  is  settled  largely  by  Indians,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
northern  settlements  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  of  Michigan. 

GENESEE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  : 

Section  1.  That  townships  five,  six,  seven,  and  eight,  ranges  five  and 
six  east,  being  the  eastern  tier  of  townships  in  the  county  of  Shiawassee; 
also  townships  six,  seven,  eight,  and  nine  north^  range  seven  east,  being 
the  western  tier  of  townships  in  the  county  of  Lapeer;  also,  township 
nine,  range  five  and  six  east,  being  the  southeast  corner  of  the  county 
of  Saginaw,  shall  form  a  new  county  by  the  name  of  Genesee,  which 
shall  remain  for  the  present  for  judicial  purposes  attached  to  the  county 
of  Oakland. 

Approved  March  28,  1835. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  ^Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Genesee  shall  be  organized 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  to 
which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  this  State  are 
entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  any  of  the  courts  of  record  of  Oakland  county,  or  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county,  or  that  shall  be  pending  at  the  time  of 
the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and 
execution,  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due  shall  be  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  county  of  Genesee  had  not  been 
organized. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  circuit  court  for  the  said  count^^  of  Genesee  shall  be 
held^  until  public  buildings  shall  be  erected  at  such  place  as  the  sheriff 
of  said  county  shall  provide  at  the  seat  of  justice  in  said  county,  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  fourth  Monday  in  June,  and  the  Tuesday  next 
after  the  fourth  Monday  in  January  in  each  year. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  county  of  Shiawassee  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
attached  to  the  county  of  Genesee  for  judicial  purposes  until  otherwise 
directed  by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  6.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  on  and  after 
the  first  Monday  in  April  next. 

Approved  March  8,  1836. 

Genesee. — This  county  was  named  from  a  county  in  western  New 
York,  from  whence  many  of  the  settlers  came  to  this  part  of  Michigan. 
The  name  originally  belonged  to  the  "Chenussio"  tribe  of  Indians,  a 
branch  of  the  Six  Nations.  In  the  Seneca  language,  Je-nis-he-yuh,  signi- 
fied beautiful  valley. 

August  25th,  1835,  an  act  was  passed  and  approved  to  locate  the  ''seat 
of  justice  for  the  county  of  Genesee  on  the  west  side  of  the  Saginaw 
turnpike,  on  lands  recently  deeded  by  John  Todd  and  wife  to  one  Wait 
Beach,  known  as  the  Todd  farm,  at  Flint  river;"  afterwards  removed  to 
Flint.  The  present  county-seat  became  an  incorporated  city  by  act  of 
the  Legislature,  Feb.  13th,  1855.    It  is  located  on  a  tract  of  land  reserved 
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by  the  Chi{)i>fwas,  at  tho  treaty  of  Sa«;ina\v.  in  1819,  for  the  children  of 
Jacob  Smith,  a  white  ludian  trader  of  iimk  h  inlliKMice  with  the  tribe. 

GLADWIN  COUNTY. 

lie  if  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
That  the  country  included  within  the  following  limits,  towit:  west  of 
the  line  between  ranges  2  and  3  east;  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  2 
and  3  west;  south  of  the  line  between  townships  20  and  21  north,  and 
north  of  the  line  between  townships  16  and  17  north,  containing  IG  town- 
ships, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county,  by  the 
name  of  Gladwin. 

Approved  March  2,  1831. 

TJie  People  of  the  State  of  Micliir/an  enact.  That  the  county  of  Gladwin 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  attached  to  the  county  of  Midland  for  judicial 
and  municipal  purposes. 

All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  contravening  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Approved,  February  12,  1855. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michit/an  enact,  That  the 
present  unorganized  county  of  Gladwin,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organ- 
ized into  a  separate  county  by  the  name  of  Gladwin,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  powers,  and  immunities 
to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties  in  this 
State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  township  meeting  of  the  several  townships  in  saici 
county,  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  next,  there  shall  be  an 
election  of  all  the  county  officers  to  which  other  counties  in  this  State 
are  entitled,  who  shall  hold  their  several  offices  until  the  first  day  of  Janu 
any,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  <'ighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and 
until  tlu'ir  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  (|nalitied.  Said  elec- 
tion shall  be  coMdnctcd  in  the  same  way,  by  the  saint'  utiiccrs.  and  the 
returns  thereof  made  in  the  same  manner,  as  near  as  may  be,  as  is  now 
required  by  law  in  the  election  of  eounty  officers  in  this  State. 

Six-.  3.  The  county  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  for  county  officers  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  election  at  the  village  of 
(Jiadwin  in  the  county  afoi-esaid.  and  said  canvass  shall  be  conducted  in 
the  sami'  way  and  by  the  same  (tlVuers  as  the  reijuireuients  of  law  now 
provide  in  organized  comities,  as  nearly  as  may  be.  and  the  bt»ard  of  can 
vassers  shall  liav<'  power  to  ajipoint  one  of  their  niimhei-  secretary  o\' 
said  t)()ai-d. 

Hkc.  4.  The  location  of  the  county-seat  of  sai<l  <ounty  shall  be  d«'lei 
mined  by  three  commissioners,  and  W.  Grout,  C.  ('.  (Jhappell,  and  .lames 
Dow  are  hereby  appointed  such  commissioners,  who  shall  on  oi"  before 
the  first  day  of  June,  I'ighteen  hnn<lred  nnd  seventy-five,  determine  the 
hxration  uj'  the  eouiii  v  seal  of  said  lonnly,  and  make  a  ceiiiticaie  desciili 
ing  IIm*  location  thereof,  which  certilicale  shall  be  signed  by  a  niajoritx 
of  said  commissioners  and  tiled  with  the  <'lerk  of  the  county  of  (Jladwin, 
and  a  <ertified  cojjv  of  said  <'ertificate  shall  by  the  lunntv  clerk  t»e  tiled 
with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sk<'.  5.     .\ll.  suits,   proceedings,   and   oilier   mailers   now    ]iendiiig.   or 
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that  shall  be  pending  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
April  next,  before  any  court,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  of  Midland,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution. 
And  all  taxes  which  have  heretofore  been  levied  shall  be  collected  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  6.  The  said  county  of  Gladwin  shall  be  in  and  a  part  of  the 
twenty-first  judicial  circuit. 

Sec.  7.  The  register  of  deeds  of  said  county  shall  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  a  transcript  of  all  records  made  in  other  counties  which  are 
necessary  to  be  and  appear  upon  the  records  of  said  county;  and  the 
board  of  supervisoiis  of  said  county  shall,  within  one  year,  make  pro- 
vision for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish  the  town- 
ship clerk  of  the  township  of  Gladwin  with  a  certified  copy  of  this  act; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  clerk  to  give  the  same  notice  of  the  elec- 
tions to  be  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  that  is  required  by  law  to 
be  given  by  the  sheriff  of  organized  counties. 

Sec.  9.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  April  8,  1875. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  sec- 
tion two  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  the  county  of  Gladwin," 
approved  April  eight,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  held  in  the  several  townships  of  Gladwin 
county,  on  Tuesday,  the  first  day  of  June  next,  a  special  election,  foi 
county  officers  of  said  county,  at  which  election  there  shall  be  elected  all 
the  county  officers  to  which  the  said  county  is  entitled,  who  shall  hold 
their  several  offices  until  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  until  their  successors  shall 
have  been  elected  and  qualified.  Said  election  shall  be  conducted  in 
the  same  way,  by  the  same  officers,  and  the  returns  thereof  made  in  the 
same  manner,  as  near  as  may  be,  as  is  now  required  by  law  in  the  elec- 
tion of  county  officers  in  this  State. 

Sec.  3.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  April  29,  1875. 

County  seat  at  present,  Gladwin, 

GKAND  TRAVERSE  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  all 
that  portion  of  territory  in  the  county  of  Omeena,  included  within  the 
boundaries  hereinafter  described,  be  and  is  hereby  set  off  and  organized 
into  a  separate  county  by  the  name  of  Grand  Traverse,  to  wit:  beginning 
at  a  point  on  the  east  side  of  the  east  arm  of  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  where 
the  township  line  between  townships  27  and  28  north,  strikes  said  Bay; 
thence  running  east  to  the  range  line  between  ranges  8  and  9;  thence 
south  to  the  township  line  between  townships  24  and  25  north;  thence 
west  to  the  range  line  between  ranges  12  and  13  west;  thence  north  to 
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the  township  line  between  townships  27  and  28  north;  thence  east  to  the 
west  arm  of  Grand  Traverse  l>a.v;  thence  followinj;  the  shore  of  said 
Bay  to  the  j)hKe  of  bejrinninp:;  and  the  seat  of  said  county  shall  be  estab- 
lished al  "Boardinan's  Mills,  on  Ihc  cast  fraction  of  section  number  llncc. 
in  lownsliij)  27  north,  of  rang*-  11   west,  until  otherwise  j)rovided. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  tjie  said  county  of  (Jrand  Traverse, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  Aujifust,  1851,  the  several  county  officers  provided 
by  law  for  the  other  orjjanized  counties  of  this  State,  who  shall  hold 
their  offices  until  the  general  election  to  be  held  in  the  year  1852,  and 
until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualitled. 

Sec.  3.  The  election  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  the  preceding  section, 
shall,  in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law  for  holding  elections  for  county  and  State  officers. 

Approved  April  7,  1851. 

Grand  Traverse. — County  seat,  Traverse  City,  first  settled  in  1851.  It 
now  has  railroad  facilities  with  a  large  business.  The  U.  S.  Land  Office 
for  the  Traverse  City  district  is  at  this  place. 

GRATIOT  COUNTY. 

SiccTioN  1.  lie  it  nithtrd  hi/  the  Lrt/islntivc  Coniicil  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  That  the  country  included  within  the  following  limits,  to  wit: 
west  of  the  meridian,  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  4  and  5  west,  south 
of  the  line  between  townships  12  and  13,  and  north  of  the  line  between 
townships  8  and  9  north  of  the  base  line,  containing  IG  townships,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  set  otT  into  a  separate  county  by  the  name  of 
Gratiot. 

Approved  March  2,  1831. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  the  county  of  Gratiot 
shall  be  organized,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  organized 
counties  of  this  State  are  i'utitled. 

Se<'.  2.  There  shall  be  eh-cted  in  the  said  county  of  Gi-atiot.  on  tiie  lirst 
Tuesday  of  November,  in  the  year  one  tiiousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which  by  law  the  said  county  is 
entitled;  and  said  election  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  conduct eil  and  held 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for  holding  elections  for  county  and 
Stale  officers:  l*rori(1eiU  That  the  county  officers  so  to  be  elected  shall  be 
(pialified  and  enter  uj)on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  on  the  tirst 
Monday  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six.  and  whose 
constitutional  term  of  ollice  will  exjiire  at  (he  time  prescribed  by  the 
general  law. 

Sec.  .3.  The  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county,  \inder  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  elections  from  each  township 
therein;  and  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  place  where  the  said  elec- 
tion shall  be  held,  in  the  townshij)  of  Tine  liiver,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
after  the  election,  and  oiganize  by  appointing  one  of  their  number  <-hair- 
man,  and  .'inf)11ier  secretary  of  said  board,  and  shall  thei-eupon  proceed 
to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassei-s.  as  in  ordinary 
cases  of  elertions  for  county  and  State  officers. 

Skc.  4.     The  sherilf,  county  ilnU,  nml  cdinily  i  irnsunr  df  said  ronntv. 
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to  be  elected  as  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  designate  a  suitable  place 
in  the  township  of  Pine  River,  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  said 
county;  they  shall  also  designate  suitable  places  in  the  same  township 
(as  near  as  practicable  to  the  place  designated  by  them  for  holding  the 
circuit  court  in  said  county)  for  holding  the  oflSces  of  the  sheriff,  county 
clerk,  county  treasurer,  register  of  deeds,  and  judge  of  probate  of  said" 
county,  until  the  county  seat  for  said  county  shall  be  established,  and 
shall  make  and  subscribe  a  certificate  in  writing,  describing  the  place 
thus  designated,  which  certificate  shall  be  filed  and  safely  preserved  by 
the  county  clerk;  and  after  such  certificate  shall  be  thus  filed,  the  places 
thus  designated  shall  be  the  places  of  holding  the  circuit  court  and  county 
offices,  until  the  board  of  supervisors  shall  establish  the  county  seat  of 
said  county,  and  until  suitable  accommodations  shall  be  provided  for 
said  court  and  county  offices  at  the  county  seat;  and  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county,  on  or  after  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty^  to  designate  and  establish  the 
county  seat  of  said  county. 
Approved  February  3,  1855. 

Gratiot  county  was  named  from  Fort  Gratiot,  which  formerly  stood  at 
the  foot  of  Lake  Huron.  The  French  traders  fortified  that  point  in  1688. 
Ithaca  is  the  county  seat. 

HILLSDALE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Section  9.  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  lies  west  of  the  meridian, 
and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  four  and  five  west  of  the  meridian, 
and  south  of  the  line  between  townships  four  and  five  south  of  the  base 
line,  and  north  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate 
county,  and  the  name  thereof  shall  be  Hillsdale. 
Approved  October  29,  1829. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Hillsdale  shall  be  organized,  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  to  which,  by 
law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2,  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters,  now  pending 
before  any  of  the  courts  of  record  of  Lenawee  county,  or  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  of  said  county,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and 
execution;  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due,  shall  be  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  county  of  Hillsdale  had  not  been  organ- 
ized. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Hillsdale  shall  be  holden 
on  the  Tuesdays  next  after  the  third  Mondays  in  April  and  October,  in 
each  year. 

Sec.  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  Hillsdale  county, 
until  public  buildings  are  erected  in  said  county,  to  provide  a  convenient 
place  at  the  county-site  for  holding  said  court. 

Approved  February  11,  1835. 
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Hillsdale. — So  named  from  its  rolling,  diversified  surface,  "up  hill 
and  down  dale.'' 

The  county-seat  was  located  at  Jonesville,  by  proclamation  of  Governor 
Cass,  Feb.  16,  1831.  It  was  removed  to  Hillsdale,  its  present  location. 
January  30,  1843. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  PIONEER  SOCIETY  OF  HILLSDALE 

COUNTY. 

PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE   FIRST  ANNUAL   MEETING.    JUNE.    1S72. 

Hon.  F.  Fowler  was  elected  chairman  and  F.  M.  Ilolloway  secretary  of 
the  meeting.  At  a  preliminary  assembly  a  committee  was  chosen  to 
prepare  a  constitution  and  by-laws  to  be  submitted  on  this  occasion, 
looking  to  the  organization  of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  Hillsdale  county. 

In  behalf  of  this  committee  the  secretary  read  the  resolutions  as 
published  in  the  Hillsdale  Standard  of  March  5,  1872.  After  a  few 
remarks  by  way  of  explanation  they  w^ere  unanimously  a<lopted.  The 
Society  being  duly  organized  proceeded  to  elect  the  following  named 
oflScers: 

President — John  P.  Cook. 

Vice  Presidents — Seaton  Flint,  Somerset;  Benjamin  Fowle,  Moscow; 
Charles  Mosher,  Scipio;  Samuel  Riblet,  Litchfield;  Benjamin  W.  Brock- 
way,  Allen;  E.  O.  Grosvenor,  Fayette;  John  Swift,  Hillsdale  township; 
Norman  S.  Sharp,  Adams;  Thomas  Bobbins,  Wheatland;  Elijah  B.  Seeley. 
Pittsford;  William  Hickox,  Jefferson;  Warren  Smith.  Cambria;  John 
Fitzsimmons,  Reading;  E.  T.  Chester,  Camden;  Wiliam  Bryan,  Wood 
bridge;  Thomas  Burt,  Ransom;  Russell  Coleman,  Wright;  William  Drake. 
Amboy;  Henry  Waldron,  1st  and  2d  wards,  Hillsdale  city;  Franklin 
French,  3d  and  4th  wards,  Hillsdale  city. 

Seeretari/ — F.  M.  Ilolloway. 

Treasurer — Henry  Waldron. 

About  eighty  persons  subscribed  to  the  constitution  and  i)aid  the  initia- 
tion fee  of  one  dollar. 

At  this  meeting  several  members  gave  intc'resting  details  of  individual 
experiences  of  jiioneer  life  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan.  After  being  pho- 
tographed in  a  group,  the  Society  dispersed,  well  pleased  with  the  enjoy- 
able occasion. 

SECOND     ANNUAL     MEETING     OF     THE     PIONKICR     SOCIETV     OI-^      HILLSDALE 

COUNT!'. 

Of  this  meeting  no  ofticial  information  is  furnished,  but  the  record  of 
the  third  annual  meeting  gives  the  name  of  "fV)l.  F.  Fowler"  as  president, 
and  J,  P.  Cor>k  treasurer  f(ir  the  prec«'ding  year. 

THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING  OK  THE  PIONEER  SOCIETV  OF  HILLSDALE  COUNTY. 

The  third  ;iiiini;il  ii (ing  of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  Hillsdale  county 

was  held  in  the  grove  of  llie  county  fair  groiuids.  on  Wednesday.  June  2S. 
1874,  and  was  largely  attended  by  the  people  of  the  county  in  general,  as 
well  as  a  gf)odly  number  of  pioneei-s.  On  this  occassion,  besides  the 
transaction  of  the  regular  business  of  the  Society,  many  excellent  speeches 
were  made,  and  many  interesting  reminiscences  were  enjoyed. 
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At  the  suggestion  of  Col.  Fowler,  a  lady  Vice  President  was  elected 
from  each  township.  The  following  is  the  list  of  officers  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year: 

President— C.  T.  Mitchell,  Hillsdale. 

Vice  Presidents — ^Somerset,  Wm.  Mercer,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Smith;  Moscow, 
Mr,  and  Mrs  D.  Timms;  Scipo,  W.  Sawyer,  Mrs  Kichard  Fogg;  Allen, 
John  W.  Pierce,  Mrs.  R.  Southworth;  Fayette,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Huff; 
Adams,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  S.  Sharp;  Wheatland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Slocum; 
Pittsford,  Mr.  and  Mrs  J.  Perrin;  Jefferson,  S.  N.  Wade,  Mrs.  Wm. 
Hickox;  Cambria,  J.  S.  Hancock,  Mrs.  Almira  Hancock;  Reading,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  T.  Fowler;  Woodbridge,  J.  Divine^  Mrs.  J.  Abbott;  Ransom,  L. 
J.  Squiers,  Mrs.  Orson  Doty;  Wright,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Burroughs; 
Hillsdale  Township,  L.  S.  Ranney,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Gilmore;  Amboy,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Drake;  Litchfield,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Riblet;  Camden,  E.  T. 
Chester,  Mrs.  F.  Chester;  Hillsdale  City — 1st  and  2d  wards,  L.  Emery, 
Mrs.  Wm.  Waldron;  3d  and  4th  wards,  H.  B.  Rowlson,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Frisbie. 

Secretary  and  Historian — F.  M.  Holloway. 

Treasurer — Wm.  Waldron. 

The  society  adjourned  till  its  next  regular  annual  meeting. 

THE   FOURTH  ANNUAL   MEETING   OP   THE   PIONEER   SOCIETY   OF  HILLSDALE 

COUNTY 

took  place  at  the  fair  grounds  in  Hillsdale,  on  Wednesday,  June  16th, 
1875,  the  largest  assemblage  of  pioneers  and  their  friends  ever  convened 
on  such  an  occasion. 

The  Secretary  and  Historian,  F.  M.  Holloway,  reported  250  members 
of  the  Society,  25  of  whom  are  over  70  years  of  age.  He  spoke  of  the 
objects  and  aims  of  the  Society  and  the  difficulties  encountered  in  dates 
and  facts  to  make  up  the  early  history  of  the  county.  The  loss  of  the 
county  records  by  fire  in  1848  was  a  loss  that  could  not  be  restored. 

He  said  he  had  made  up  a  programme  for  the  history  of  the  county 
for  the  Society,  and  it  would,  first,  include  a  history  of  the  county,  com- 
mencing before  the  white  man  trod  the  soil,  and  ending  with  the  present; 
giving  its  government,  its  officers,  and  every  material  fact  pertaining  to 
the  county.  Second,  it  would  embrace  each  township  and  city  separately, 
giving,  as  far  as  possible,  their  organization,  officers,  schools,  churches, 
and  some  notice  of  men  now  dead  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  shap- 
ing its  history.  Third,  in  giving  a  history  of  the  individual  members  as 
furnished  by  the  circular  of  the  Society,  with  such  facts  as  may  be  com- 
municated by  the  person  interviewed. 

After  calling  on  his  fellow  pioneers  to  aid  him  in  this  work,  he  per- 
tinently adds:  "Our  ability  to  do  this  work  will  soon  cease.  We  are  a 
society  of  old  men  and  women,  and  what  we  do,  we  must  do  quickly.  The 
last  year  has  severed  more  than  a  dozen  links  in  the  chain,  and  it  will 
continue  to  break  often,  until  there  will  be  none  of  the  original  left." 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows: 

President — Geo.  C.  Munroe,  Jonesville. 

Vice  Presidents — Somerset.  Wm.  Mercer;  Moscow,  E.  C.  L.  Mumford; 
Scipio,  Charles  Mosher;  Litchfield,  Wm.  Bundy;  Allen,  Lucius  Ranney; 
Fayette,  Henry  Huff;  Adams,  N.  S.  Sharp;  Wheatland,  A.  B.  Slocum; 
Pittsford,  John  Perrin;  Jefferson,  James  H.  Davis;  Cambria.  W.  Smith; 
Reading,  Geo.  Murray;  Camden,  E.  T.  Chester;  Woodbridge,  Wm.  Divine; 
22 
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Ransom.  Orsoiniis  Doty;  Wrijrht,  A.  Bnrrow.s;  Amboy,  AVm.  Drake:  Hills- 
dale— 1st  and  2d  wards,  Lewis  Emery;  .'id  and  4tli  wards.  B.  Fisher;  Hills- 
dale Township,  Hufijli  Cook. 

Secrctarif  and  IIi><toria)i — F.  M.  Holli)w;iy. 

Treasurer — Wm.  Waldron. 

After  the  sjieeehes  a  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  next  pioneer  din- 
ner be  provided  by  the  yonn«::  people,  sons  and  daughters  of  j)ioneer8,  to 
which  the  fathers  and  mothers,  jrrandfathers  and  grandmothers  be 
invited  as  guests. 

The  society  then  adjourned  for  one  year. 

THE    HILLSDALE    PIONEERS. 

On  \\<'dnesday,  June  21.  1S70,  the  Hillsdale  County  Pioneer  Society 
met  at  the  Fair  Grounds  to  i>articii)ate  in  their  Fifth  Annual  Picnic. 

After  a  very  interesting  report  from  the  Secretary  and  Historian,  Mr. 
HoUoway,  the  Society  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensu 
ing  year,  with  the  following  result: 

Preside)}! — W.  J.  Baxter. 

Vice  Presidents^ — Somerset,  William  Mercer;  Moscow^  Joel  Moore; 
Scipio,  Samuel  Johnson;  Litchfield,  Freeman  Blair;  Allen,  Goodwin  How- 
ard; Fayette,  E.  O.  (irosvenor;  Adams,  S.  A.  Whitaker;  Wheatland,  A.  B. 
Slocum;  Pittsford,  Kobert  Worden;  Jetlerson,  Charles  D.  Luce;  Cambria, 
Jacob  Hancock;  Heading,  Fred  Fowler;  Hillsdale  Township,  Elihu  Davis; 
Camden,  E.  T.  Chester;  Woodbridge,  Joseph  Divine;  Hansom,  L.  J. 
Squiers;  Wright,  Sawyer  B.  Downer;  Amboy,  Geo.  W.  Alvord;  1st  and 
2d  Wards,  Hillsdale  City,  L.  P.  Reynolds;  JM  and  4th  Wards,  F.  French. 

Secretary  and  Historian — F.  M.  llolloway. 

Treasurer — Wm.  ^\'aldroIl. 

The  Historian  had  devoted  some  four  or  five  months  to  gathering  statis- 
tics and  making  them  available.  He  said  he  was  dependent  on  the  Soci- 
ety for  further  information,  and  he  intended  to  go  into  every  town  and 
gather  the  whole  history  of  the  county.  Upon  urgent  request,  he  read 
a  hasty  sketch  of  Indian  history,  which  will  be  perfected  and  i)ublished 
in  the  future. 

The  So<'iety  adjourned  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1877. 

HILLSDALE  COUNTY  FROM  1829  TO  1836  INCLUSIVE. 

BY   F.    M.    HOLLOWAY. 

Hillsdale  county  was  granted  piditical  and  municipal  privileges  Feb- 
ruary 11th,  18.'i5.  Its  geograjdiical  i)osition  is  on  the  southern  border  of 
the  State  nearly  etjui-distant  from  lakes  Erie  and  Michigan,  and  definitely 
known  as  embracing  townships  H,  (J,  7,  8,  and  part  of  0  south  of  the  base 
line,  and  ranges  1.  2.  '.\,  and  4  west  of  the  juincijial  meridian  as  estab 
lished  by  the  United  States  survey  in  the  snixlivision  of  .Michigan  Tei- 
ritory. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Jaekson  an«i  Calhoun  counties,  (»n  the 
east  by  Lenawee  county,  on  the  sojith  by  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
and  on  the  west  by  Indiana  and  by  Branch  county.  It  comprises  about 
(517  s(|uare  mih'S,  of  040  acn-a  to  the  mile,  or  .^04.880  acres.  The  soil  is 
variable,  that  of  the  north  jiart  Ix-ing  mostly  a  gravelly  loam  with  clay 
subsoil,  while  in  the  southern  part   a  clay  h);nu   i»red()niinates.     It   was 
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originally  considered  a  timbered  county^  abounding  in  beech,  maple,  oak, 
elm,  hickory,  basswood,  whitewood,  black-walnut,  and  cottonwood  in  all 
the  towns;  yet  there  was  not  one  but  had  its  belt  of  oak  openings  or  burr- 
oak  plains. 

The  surface  is  rolling,  but  not  hilly, — a  high  table  land,  the  highest  in 
the  State,  being  630  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  and  016  feet  above  Lake  Mich- 
igan. It  is  the  source  of  all  the  principal  rivers  of  southern  Michigan, 
viz.:  Grand^  Kalamazoo.  St.  Joseph,  Little  St.  Joseph^  Tiffin,  and  Rasin, 
which  find  their  feeders  in  the  numerous  and  beautiful  lakes  which  dot 
the  surface  of  the  county  in  different  parts.  These  lakes,  although  not 
large,  are  generally  of  great  depth,  with  beautiful  gravel  bottoms  and 
fine  pebbly  shores,  abounding  in  fish,  such  as  are  usually  found  in  western 
inland  waters.  The  above  mentioned  rivers  all  have  prominence  on 
the  maps  of  our  country,  the  first  three  traversing  the  State  in  a  north- 
westerly direction  and  emptying  into  Lake  Michigan,  the  fourth  and 
fifth  in  a  southerly  direction  until  they  unite  with  the  Miami,  there 
to  swell  its  bosom  as  a  feeder  to  our  inland  ocean,  and  the  sixth  and 
last  making  in  a  due  east  course  until  it  reaches  Lake  Erie. 

This  is  Hillsdale  county  as  it  was  when  its  boundaries  were  established, 
and  it  was  given  a  name  on  the  29th  of  October,  1829;  and  also  as  it  was 
when  organized  in  1835,  excepting  the  changes  made  by  the  frontiers- 
man, which  will  be  noted  under  a  different  heading. 

By  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  1834,  a  census  of  the  Territory  was 
taken,  looking  to  the  formation  of  a  constitution  and  to  becoming  a 
State  of  the  Union,  if  the  population  was  sufficient,  viz.^  80,000, —  the 
number  then  required.  Upon  canvassing  the  returns,  it  w^as  found  to 
be  all  that  was  required.  On  the  26th  of  January,  1835,  the  same  council 
passed  an  act  calling  a  convention  to  form  a  constitution,  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  Congress.  The  Territory  was  divide<l  into  election  districts 
with  boundaries  so  determined  that  the  representation  should  be  rela- 
tively equal,  giving  a  member  to  each  thousand  inhabitants,  as  nearly 
as  practicable.  In  this  assignment  Hillsdale  and  Branch  counties  con- 
stituted the  9th  district.  The  election  was  fixed  for  Saturday,  April  11th, 
throughout  the  Territory. 

On  the  11th  of  February  following,  by  another  act  of  said  council, 
the  county  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  county  officers,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sheriff,  James  D.  Van  Hovenburgh;  Clerk,  Chauncey  W.  Ferris;  Reg- 
ister, James  Olds;  Treasurer,  John  P.  Cook;  Judge  of  Probate,  Lyman 
Blackmar;  Circuit  Judge,  Willian  A.  Fletcher.  These  constituted  the 
officers  of  the  county  at  that  time  and  these  appointees  were  duly  commis- 
sioned as  the  recipients,  and  to  their  charge  was  committed,  in  a  limited 
sense,  the  trusts  and  interests  of  the  county,  as  provided  by  statute.  But 
by  the  same  statute  it  was  to  be  vested  in  a  board  of  supervisors,  with 
ample  powers, — one  from  each  township. 

On  the  17th  of  March  in  this  year  the  Legislative  Council  passed  an 
act  dividing  Hillsdale  county,  or  the  town  of  Vance,  as  it  had  here- 
tofore been  called,  into  four  "parts,  and  organizing  each  into  a  separate 
township. 

The  first  comprised  all  the  territory  lying  in  range  one.  They 
named  it  Wheatland,  and  appointed  the  first  town  meeting  at  the  house 
of  Thomas  Gamble,  to  be  held  on  Saturday,  the  4th  of  April  following. 

The  second  comprised  all  the  territory  lying  in  range  two,  which  was 
named  Moscow.  Its  first  town  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  the 
house  of  Lyman  Blackmar,  also  on  April  4th. 
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The  third  comprised  all  the  territory  in  range  three,  was  named 
Fayette,  and  its  lirst  town  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  the  same 
day  as  in  the  other  lowns.  at  the  house  of  .lames  D.  Van  Hovenburgh. 

The  fourth,  named  Allen,  in  like  manner  was  made  up  of  range  four, 
had  its  first  town  meeting  appointed  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Ixichard 
<'orbus.  also  April  4th. 

At  thest^  annual  nuH-tings  the  iieojde  exereised  for  the  first  lime  in  the 
county  the  elective  franchise  in  selecting  their  delegate  to  the  constitu- 
tional convention,  a  position  of  the  highest  honor,  one  that  should  com- 
mand integrity,  ability,  and  keen  perception  of  human  nature,  especially 
so  in  j)reparing  tlu'  magna  charta  for  a  new  vState  which  was  to  be 
made  up  from  every  nation  under  the  sun,  with  all  their  varied  customs 
and  jxMuliarities.  On  canvassing  the  ballots  cast  at  this  t'lection,  in 
connection  with  the  returns  from  Branch  county,  it  was  found  that  the 
district  had  made  choice  of  Judge  Lewis  T.  Miller,  of  Moscow,  for  their 
delegate,  a  man  of  mature  age,  of  fine  native  talent,  of  quick  percep- 
tion, a  farmer  by  occujtation.  an<l  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

The  supervisors  for  this  year  who  consiituted  the  county  board  were 
Heman  Pratt,  of  Wheatland,  lienjamin  Fowle,  of  Moscow,  Brooks 
Bowman,  of  Fayette,  and  Richard  Corbus.  of  Allen.  Their  general  du- 
ties were  financial.  To  them  belonged  the  prerogative  of  raising  rev- 
enue for  county  purposes,  and  through  them  and  by  their  order  were  the 
same  to  be  <lisi3ursed.  To  them  was  committed  the  county's  wards,  and 
by  them  were  refuges  of  safety  to  be  provided  by  which  the  reckless 
could  be  restrained  and  the  jM.or  and  infirm  cared  for. 

The  convention  1o  form  a  State  Constitution  met  on  the  second  Monday 
in  May  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  i)erforming  their  duties  and  adjouining  the 
24th  of  the  same 'month.  In  giving  their  boundaries  they  made  the  south- 
ern the  same  as  recognized  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  as  understood 
when  the  Territory  was  formed.  The  constitution  framed  by  the  con- 
vention was  submitted  to  the  peojde  and  by  them  ajuiroved,  after  which 
it  was  sent  to  Congress  for  its  action,  not  doubting  but  what  we  should 
be  admitted  as  a  State  as  soon  as  Congress  assembled. 

To  this  boundary  Ohio  entered  her  protest  by  her  delegation  in  Con- 
gress, and  by  her  State  Legislature  and  executive,  and  at  once  organized 
her  civil  powers  through  and  over  the  disjiuted  territory,  which  was  about 
six  miles  wide  on  the  Indiana  line,  and  eight  or  nine  miles  at  the  Maumee 
river.  Congress  rejected  the  iiiiiilication  on  the  IHth  of  .June,  1X'M\,  and 
submitted  a  projiosition  to  th<'  |teoi)le  of  the  Territory  July  L'.")th  of  the 
same  year,  fixing  the  southern  boundary  where  it  now  is,  and  in  considera- 
tion therefor  the  following  grants  were  to  be  made: 

Ist.  Section  1(1  of  every  township  for  the  use  of  schools. 

2d.     Seventy-two  sections  for  a  State  University. 

.'id.     Five  sections  to  build  a  State  Capitol. 

4th.  Twelve  Salt  Springs,  with  six  sections  of  land  lo  each,  for  the 
general   uses  of  the  Territory. 

.^ilh.  I'^ive  per  cent  of  net  j)roc<'e<ls  of  public  lauds,  when  sold,  foi' 
public  roads  and  canals. 

<»th.  Alteration  of  northern  boundaries  so  as  to  include  the  iipp<'i- 
peninsula. 

While  this  (|uestions  of  lioiin(lary  was  pending;  in  Congress,  great  excite 
ment  sju-aiig  up  anion;^  the  people  on  both  sides,  so  great.  indcM-d.  as  to 
lead  to  what   was  known  as  the  Toledo  wai'. 

To  g«'t  a  clear  insight  into  the  ways  and  methods  by  which  the  first 
pioneers  of  the  country  managed  questions  affecting  their  local  interests. 
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we  can  do  no  better  than  to  adopt,  in  these  pages,  the  story  of  each 
participant,  and  from  these  draw  our  own  conclusions  as  to  the  right. 

Michigan  says:  "The  approaching  organization  of  the  State  govern- 
ment invested  the  disputed  question  with  pressing  importance,  and 
hostilities  on  the  disputed  territory  soon  became  active." 

In  February,  1835^,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed  an  act  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  that  State  over  the  territory  in  question,  organized  town- 
ships and  directed  them  to  elect  officers  in  April  following.  It  also 
directed  Gov.  Lucas  to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  survey  and  re-mark 
the  Harris  line,  and  named  April  1st  as  the  time  when  the  work  should 
commence.  Gov.  Mason  anticipated  this  action  of  the  Ohio  Legislature 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  making  it  a  criminal  offense,  punish- 
able by  a  heavy  fine,  or  by  imprisonment,  for  any  one  to  attempt  to  exer- 
cise any  official  functions,  or  to  accept  any  office  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  by  virtue  of  any  authority  not  derived  from 
said  Territory  or  from  the  United  States.  Governor  Mason  directed  Gen- 
eral Brown,  then  in  command  of  the  militia  of  the  Territory,  to  hold  him- 
self in  readiness  to  take  the  field  should  Ohio  attempt  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  of  her  Legislature. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  Gov.  Lucas,  with  his  commissioners^  and  Gen. 
Bell  of  the  Ohio  militia,  arrived  at  Perrysburg,  on  their  way  to  commence 
the  survey  and  re-marking  of  the  Harris  line.  Here  they  proceeded  to 
muster  a  force  of  600  volunteers,  who  were  organized  and  went  into 
camp  at  Fort  Miami  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime  Gov.  Mason  with  Gen.  Brown  had  raised  a  force  from 
eight  to  twelve  hundred  strong,  and  were  in  possession  of  Toledo.  When 
Gov.  Lucas  observed  the  determined  bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and 
took  note  of  their  numbers,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content  himself  for  a 
time  "with  watching  over  the  border."  Several  days  were  passed  in  this 
exhilarating  employment^  and  just  when  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  do 
something  rash,  two  Commissioners  arrived  from  Washington,  on  a 
mission  of  peace. 

They  remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucas  and  reminded  him  of  the  conse- 
quences to  himself  and  State  if  he  attempted  to  gain  possession  by  force. 
After  several  conferences  with  both  Governors  the  Commissioners  sub- 
mitted the  following  propositions  for  their  consideration : 

1st.  That  the  Harris  line  should  be  run  and  re-marked  pursuant  to  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  without  interruption. 

2d.  The  civil  elections  under  the  laws  of  Ohio  having  taken  place 
throughout  the  disputed  territory,  the  people  therein  should  be  left  to 
their  own  government,  obeying  the  one  jurisdiction  or  the  other  as  they 
might  prefer,  without  molestation  from  either  side  until  the  close  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Gov.  Lucas  accepted  the  proposition  at  once,  and  disbanded  his  forces, 
regarding  the  proposition  as  coming  from  the  President  through  the  Com- 
missioners and  under  his  control. 

Gov.  Mason,  on  the  other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangements, 
declined  to  compromise  rights  or  surrender  jurisdiction,  but  partially  dis- 
banded his  forces,  holding  a  sufficient  number  in  readiness  to  meet  any 
emergency  that  might  arise. 

Gov.  Lucas  now  supposed  his  way  clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the 
Harris  line  without  molestation,  and  he  accordingly  ordered  the  Commis- 
sioners to  proceed  with  the  work. 
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In  the  meanwhile  President  Jackson  had  referred  the  matter  to  Attor- 
ney General  Butler,  as  to  his  authority  over  the  contending  parties,  and 
the  validity  of  the  act  of  the  Ohio  Legislature  and  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  under  which  the  respective  parties  were  claiming  authority. 

The  report  of  the  Attorney  General  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  Michigan. 
The  weak  point  in  Ohio's  claim  was  a  violation  of  the  act  of  1805  creating 
that  Territory,  and  in  subsequent  acts  passed  for  her  government. 

Notwithstanding  this.  Gov.  Lucas  proceeded  to  run  the  line,  commenc- 
ing at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  disputed  tract.  Gov.  Mason  and  Gen. 
Brown  had  kept  a  watchful  eye,  and  when  the  surveying  party  got  within 
the  county  of  Lucas,  the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a  war- 
rant, and  supported  by  a  posse,  suddenly  made  his  appearance  and  suc- 
ceeded in  arresting  a  portion  of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  Com- 
missioners, took  to  their  heels  and  were  soon  beyond  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. Arriving  at  Perrysburg,  they  reported  their  valor  and  escape  from 
the  overwhelming  attack  of  Gen  Brown,  and  their  missing  comrades  all 
killed  or  taken  prisoners,  to  Gov.  Lucas,  he  in  turn  reporting  to  the  Presi- 
dent. The  President  thereupon  sent  a  copy  to  Gov.  Mason,  and  asked  for 
a  statement  of  facts  from  the  officers  engaged  in  the  transaction.  Accord- 
ingly, the  under-sheriff  made  a  very  amusing  report,  setting  forth  the 
fact  that  it  was  a  civil  process,  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  that  under 
it  he  had  arrested  nine  persons,  without  bloodshed  or  trouble,  and  closing 
with  the  statement  that  the  Commissioners  had  made  very  good  time, 
that  they  had  reached  Perrysburg  with  nothing  more  serious  than  the  loss 
of  hats  and  their  clothing,  like  Gov.  Marcy's  breeches,  without  the  patch. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party  created  intense  ex- 
citement throughout  Ohio.  An  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  was  called, 
a  law^  was  passed  against  the  abduction  of  any  of  her  citizens,  making  it  a 
penal  offense  punishable  by  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years 
in  the  penitentiary.  They  also  passed  an  act  organizing  the  county  of 
Lucas,  fixing  the  county  seat  at  Toledo,  and  directing  the  court  for  the 
county  to  be  held  at  any  convenient  house  therein.  They  accepted  the 
propositions  of  the  President's  commissioners,  and  made  an  appropriation 
of  |;G00,000  to  carry  these  laws  into  effect  over  the  disputed  territory. 

It  was  evident  that  Ohio  was  aroused, — that  her  State  pride  had  been 
V,  iiunded.     The  idea  that  the  young  Territory  of  Michigan,  Avith  her  strip 
ling  (iovernor,  should  successfully  defy  the  great  Stale  of  Ohio,  with  a 
million  of  inhabitants  and  her  aged  Governor,  was  one  that  the  people 
could  not  endure  with  patience  or  ecpianimity. 

In  the  meantime  the  authorities  of  Michigan  were  active  in  sustaining 
their  authority  on  the  disputed  ground.  Prosecutions  for  holding  oUice 
under  Ohio  were  conducted  with  great  vigor.  For  a  long  time  the  people 
of  Monroe  county  were  kept  busy  assisting  the  sheriff  in  execuling  his 
processes  and  making  arrests  in  Toledo.  Suit  after  suit  was  comiiicnced 
and  each  was  the  breeder  of  a  score  of  others.  The  ollicers  of  Ohio  made 
feeble  attempts  to  retaliat<',  but  were  generally  nnsuccessfnl.  Sometimes 
these  arrests  were  attended  with  danger,  always  with  great  difliculty.  An 
instance  is  related  of  Major  Stickney's  arrest,  which  cr<*aled  great  amuse- 
ment at  the  time.  Pie  and  his  family  fought  valiantly,  but  were  over- 
powered by  numbers.  He  was  recjuested  to  mount  a  horse,  but  flatly 
refused.  He  was  put  on  by  force,  but  he  would  not  sit  there.  Finally, 
two  men  were  detailed  to  walk  Ix'sich- him  and  hold  his  U'gs,  wliile  a  third 
led  the  liorse.     After  making  half  the  <lislance  in   this  way,   they  ticnl 
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his  legs  under  the  horse  and  thus  got  him  in  jail.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  arrest  his  son,  Two  Stickney.  A  scuffle  ensued,  in  which  the  officer 
was  stabbed  with  a  knife^  but  the  wound  did  not  prove  dangerous,  and 
it  is  believed  that  this  was  the  only  blood  shed  during  the  war.  The 
officer  let  go  his  hold  and  Stickney  fled  to  Ohio.  He  was  indicted  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Monroe  county,  and  a  requisition  was  made  on  the 
Governor  of  Ohio  for  his  rendition,  but  the  Governor  refused  to  give 
him  up. 

On  one  occasion  qn  officer  attempted  to  arrest  a  man  in  the  night. 
The  man  had  but  a  moment's  warning,  and  sought  safety  in  flight.  He 
reached  the  Maumee  river,  threw  himself  on  a  saw  log,  and  with  hands 
and  feet  paddled  himself  in  safety  to  the  other  shore. 

A  very  pious  man  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  fled  to  the 
woods,  where  he  lived  many  days  in  a  sugar  shanty.  It  was  currently 
reported;,  and  generally  believed  by  the  Ohio  partisans,  that  a  miracle 
had  been  wrought  in  his  behalf, — that  "robin  red  breasts"  brought  him 
his  daily  food  and  drink.  The  belief  in  this  miracle  strengthened  the 
cause  of  Ohio  in  many  quarters  very  materially. 

The  report  of  the  stabbing  of  Two  Stickney  and  the  statement  that 
Gov.  Lucas  was  protecting  him  made  great  impression  on  the  mind  of 
the  President.  Both  sides  were  becoming  more  importunate,  and  after 
investigating  the  difficulties  fully  he  recommended  to  Gov.  Mason  that 
no  obstruction  should  be  made  to  the  re-marking  of  the  Harris  line,  that 
all  prosecutions  under  the  Territorial  act  of  Fe-bruary  should  be  dis- 
continued, and  no  others  commenced  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
This  recommendation  had  no  effect  on  Gov.  Mason.  He  was  determined 
to  protect  his  Territory  and  her  jurisdiction  at  all  hazards.  Prosecu- 
tions went  on  as  before.  When  the  President  became  aware  of  this  he 
superseded  Gov.  Mason  as  Secretary  of  Michigan,  and  appointed  Charles 
Shaler,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  his  successor.  He  also  advised  Gov.  Lucas 
to  refrain  from  any  jurisdiction  over  the  Territory  pending  the  action 
of  Congress.  This  check  by  the  President  was  a  great  blow  to  Gov. 
Lucas.  The  eyes  of  the  country  were  upon  him,  and  he  felt  it  incumbent 
on  him  to  perform  some  act  of  jurisdiction  in  order  to  save  himself  from 
the  imputation  of  having  backed  down.  A  happy  thought  struck  him 
at  an  opportune  moment.  The  Legislature  of  Ohio  had  organized  a 
county  and  ordered  court  to  be  held  at  Toledo  on  the  7th  of  September. 
To  hold  this  court  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the  military  force  of  Gov, 
Mason  and  the  recommendation  of  the  President  to  abstain  therefrom 
would  be  a  grand  achievement, —  an  act  of  jurisdiction  greater  than  re- 
marking the  Harris  line.  With  him  this  was  the  thing  to  be  done, 
and  calling  to  his  aid  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  they  devised  a 
plan,  and  it  was  put  into  his  hands  to  manage.  He  called  out  a  regi- 
ment to  protect  the  judges  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  The  judges  met 
on  Sunday,  the  6th  of  September,  at  Maumee,  a  few  miles  from  Toledo. 
They  were  to  proceed  to  Toledo  the  next  morning,  under  the  escort  that 
had  been  provided  for  them,  and  hold  court.  Some  time  during  the  even- 
ing a  scout  who  had  been  sent  out  by  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  returned 
from  Toledo  and  reported  that  1,200  men  under  command  of  General 
Brown,  were  in  Toledo  ready  to  demolish  court,  soldiers  and  all,  in  case 
of  an  attempt  to  open  it.  This  report  turned  out  to  be  false,  but  it 
immediately  subdued  all  the  valor  of  the  judges,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
regiment  that  was  to  escort  them.  But  it  would  not  do  to  back  out, — the 
honor  and  the  dignity  of  the  State  must  be  maintained;  besides,  they 
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would  be  laughed  at  if  they  did  not  hold  court.  But  the  judges  hesitated 
at  undertaking  so  daring  an  exploit.  The  colonel  of  the  regiment  finally 
came  to  the  Governor's  assistance.  He  upbraided  the  judges  for  their 
cowardice  and  hesitation,  and  proposed  to  take  the  honor  of  the  State 
into  his  own  keeping.  Stepping  in  front  of  his  regiment,  he  called  for 
volunteers  for  a  hazardous  undertaking.  A  few  brave  men  answered  the 
call.  The  trembling  judges  placed  themselves  under  the  charge  of  this 
••forlorn  hope/'  and  at  three  o'clock  on  Monday  morning^  September  7, 
1835,  they  sneaked  into  Toledo,  hunted  up  a  school-house,  held  court 
about  two  minutes,  and  then  ran  for  dear  life  back  to  Maumee. 

Thus  did  the  State  of  Ohio  triumph  over  her  enemies.  Thus  did  her 
])artiotic  sons  sustain  her  dignity.  Thus  did  her  brave  soldiers  throw 
themselves  in  the  imminent  and  deadly  breach. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  Governor  Mason  and  Gen.  Brown  were  sur- 
])rised  and  chagrined.  They  had  an  ample  force  within  reach  to  prevent 
the  holding  of  a  court,  as  courts  are  generally  held,  but  they  were  un- 
acquainted with  Ohio  legal  practice,  and  did  not  look  for  midnight  tri- 
bunals  held  in  dark  school-rooms  or  outhouses. 

But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference  to  the  war.  A  volume  might 
be  written  relating  the  incidents  of  that  bloodless  struggle  and  the 
story  of  the  privations  endured  by  the  citizen  soldiers^ — privations  which  . 
were  relieved  by  raids  on  hen-coops,  melon  patches,  and  potato  fields. 
The  ludicrous  incidents,  the  hair-breadth  escapes,  by  field  and  flood, 
would  be  interesting  to  many,  but  space  forbids  more. 

Ohio  says:  This  tired  the  heart  of  the  young  Governor,  Stevens  T. 
Mason;  his  loyality  and  zeal  would  not  brook  such  an  insult.  The  militia 
at  his  disposal  was  called  into  requisition  early  in  the  spring  of  1835. 
They  were  first  put  upon  the  trail  of  the  commissioners  and  actually 
jouted  them  and  took  several  of  the  party  prisoners,  on  the  line  some 
ten  miles  east  of  Morenci.  These  they  held  for  a  few  days,  then  dis 
charged,  some  on  parole  and  others  on  bail,  to  answer  in  the  district 
court. 

But  the  end  was  not  yet.  A  majority  of  those  living  on  the  disputed 
territory,  in  Monroe  county,  were  late  emigrants  from  Ohio  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  were  thoroughly  impressed  with  the  imi»ortance  to 
ihem  of  being  a  part  of  Ohio.  The  j)ort  of  Toledo  was  just  opening  to  the 
trafiBc  of  the  lakes;  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  were  ready  to  bring 
iu  the  great  Wabash  canal,  provided  it  could  tap  the  lake  on  Ohio's 
soil;  and,  besides.  Ohio  was  already  quite  an  old  State,  and  would  be 
able  to  develop  the  territory  much  (|uicker. — that  in  fact  the  territorial 
interest  was  all  centered  at  Detroit,  and  Toledo,  if  it  remained  to  Michi- 
^gan,  w«)uld  only  be  a  dependency  paying  tribute. 

With  tiicsc  sentiments  prevailing,  the  (Joxci-noi-  of  Ohio  was  induced  to 
put  in  force  the  laws  of  the  State.  Troclamatinn  was  issued  giving 
boundaries  to  towns  and  counties,  and  for  the  election  of  civil  ollicers. 
The  elections  were  held,  officers  were  chosen,  and  they  assumed  their 
duties.  The  militia  \v;is  (Uganized  and  commenced  drilling.  In  short,  we 
had  two  active  and  etlicient  governments,  each  striving  to  excel,  and,  as 
may  be  naturally  inferred,  the  relations  Itetween  them  were  not  of  a  very 
friendly  character. — the  one  acting  as  informers  to  Gov.  Mason,  the 
other  mostly  engaged  in  procuring  bail  to  l>e  relieved  from  anests,  ])re 
ferring  to  have  tlieir  tiansgressions  settled  by  the  courts  of  the  country 
to  an  open  and  violent  conflict  of  arms. 
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The  Governor's  quick,  impulsive  nature  would  brook  this  douhle-entendre 
no  longer.  The  general  government  did  not  respond  to  his  call.  Ohio 
would  not  stop  at  his  bidding.  The  subjects  were  disloyal  and  refractory 
in  their  ever;y  act.  Therefore,  it  became  him  as  Governor  to  put  a  quietus 
on  the  whole  diflSculty. 

Accordingly,  he  called  out  the  militia  of  the  Territory,  to  the  number  of 
about  1,500  strong,  early  in  the  month  of  September,  1835,  to  prevent 
any  further  inroads  upon  the  territory  in  dispute,  and  particularly  to 
prevent  the  holding  of  circuit  court  in  Lucas  county,  which  had  just 
been  organized,  with  Toledo  as  the  county  seat,  where  the  first  session  of 
the  court  was  appointed  to  be  held. 

This  call  was  responded  to  readily  in  many  parts  of  the  Territory,  a 
very  few  perhaps  from  this  county.  They  rendezvoused  in  Monroe 
county,  and  from  there  marched  to  Tremainsville^  on  the  afternoon  before 
the  court  was  to  convene,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night.  They 
were  here  three  miles  out  from  the  objective  point,  and  much  hard 
work  was  to  be  done  in  a  very  short  time  to  meet  the  emergencies  of 
the  morrow,  for  an  army  was  to  be  organized  out  of  the  material  pre- 
sented. Upon  inspection  it  was  found  that  some  had  muskets,  others  had 
clubs,  but  most  had  trusty  rilies.  These  were  assigned  to  companies 
and  battalions,  and  in  the  morning  marshaled  for  inspection  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. They  were  by  him  pronounced  ''an  faif  and  ordered 
to  march  to  the  scene  of  the  conflict. 

In  entering  the  city  they  actually  marched  by  the  door  where  the  court 
'•of  which  they  were  in  search"  was  in  full  operation,  without  knowing  it. 
They  had  expected  to  find  it  guarded  by  an  army  that  would  be  worthy 
of  their  steel.  But  where,  oh!  where  could  they  be?  They  certainly 
could  not  be  in  Toledo,  for  the  great  army  of  our  noble  commander-in- 
chief  covered  the  whole  city  and  some  of  its  suburbs.  There  could  be 
but  one  conclusion.  They  had  of  course  hied  themselves  to  the  spot 
from  whence  they  came,  and  must  be  now  on  their  way  through  the 
defiles  of  the  black  swamp.  A  council  of  war  was  held;  the  surround- 
ings looked  dark;  they  had  come  for  blood  and  without  it  there  could 
be  no  remission,  the  enemy  having  ignobly  fled  the  field.  The  usages 
of  war  would  therefore  make  their  way  clear,  and  reprisals  would  be 
ill  order.  If  they  would  not  let  the  issue  be  decided  by  force  of  arms, 
they  could  expect  nothing  less,  and  must  abide  by  these  rules  which  had 
been  recognized  by  all  nations  from  time  immemorial.  In  this  strait,  it  did 
not  take  our  brave  commander  long  to  decide.  His  forces  were  soon 
marshaled,  formed  in  two  battalions,  the  one  ordered  to  make  reprisals 
on  the  cellars  and  larders  of  the  inhabitants,  the  others  to  move  upon  the 
magazines  and  commissary  of  the  enemy,  that  a  u-af/  had  informed  them 
was  stored  in  a  barn  owned  by  Piatt  Card,  known  as  one  of  the  moving 
spirits  in  the  rebellion,  and  who  was  then  under  bonds  to  answer  for 
what  he  had  heretofore  done  in  inciting  it. 

This  last  work  was  not  to  be  trusted  to  raw  recruits,  or  committed  to 
an  inferior  ofiicer;  it  was  virtually  the  conquering  of  an  army,  and  then 
who  knew  how  strongly  it  was  guarded  within,  or  what  might  be  the 
dangers  of  its  approach.  That  the  work  might  be  quick  and  effectual  it 
was  decided  that  our  brave  commander  should  lead  the  fray. 

In  reconnoitering  the  premises,  all  was  still;  yet  there  were  certain 

holes  in  the  walls,  reminding  them  of  the  port-holes  in  ancient  forts,  and 

in  which  they  fancied  they  saw  grim  messengers  of  death  staring  them 

boldly  in  the  face.  This  could  be  endured  no  longer ;  the  order  was  quickly 
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j^ivcu  and  a  l>i<»a(l  sidr  was  iMinicd  iiilo  ilir  j»iiu'  sidiiij;  of  the  bai'u, — 
a  thud,  a  jiioan,  followed  hy  a  few  tliiini])s,  and  all  Avas  still  as  death. 
Ai>i)roa<li('s  woic  made  slealthily  and  cautiously  until  they  reached  tin- 
door,  which  obeyed  tlic  mandate  of  the  hand  and  readily  swunj:;  on  ils 
liin<res.  To  the  sujuise  of  oui-  noble  <-oiMmandei-  and  his  comrades  in 
arms,  they  found  Ihey  had  cai)tured  a  very  tine  horse,  as  the  warm  bloo<l 
llowiuj;  from  many  Imllet-lioles  attested.  They  had  come  for  blood  as 
a  sacritiee  to  sprinkle  the  altar  of  their  loyally  and  devotion  to  their 
country,  and  who  at  this  late  day  will  deny  that  they  found  it? 

]{etuiiiin^  lo  heachiuarlers  it  was  found  that  the  other  battaliitn  had 
made  a  very  successful  laid.  especially  in  the  line  of  Major  Stickney's 
w  ine-ci'llar.  and  from  some  others,  that  jjjave  a  more  exhilaratinj;  bevera«;e, 
sullicient  was  obtained  with  which  to  soften  and  wash  down  the  hard 
army  biscuit,  of  which  it  may  be  inferred  their  knapsacks  contained  an 
ample  supply.  Xijiht  ajiproachin^,  each  drew  his  cloak  around  him  and 
;;ave  himself  to  pleasant  dreams  over  the  experiences  and  escapes  of  the 
last  twelve  hours. 

On  the  following  morninj;  an  (uder  was  issued  from  the  (Jovernor  dis- 
bandinji  the  forces,  allowing;  each  to  find  his  way  home  as  best  he  could. 
Thus  ended  ilie  jireat  Tole(h)  war,  and  all  strife  on  the  disj)uted  tract. 

Lookinji;  at  this  (juestion  at  a  later  da,v,  when  all  liad  become  calm  and 
serene,  we  can  discover  little  occasion  for  either  part.v  to  get  up  and 
shake  themselves  like  ,voun<;  lions.  It  was  a  matter  that  belonged  en- 
tirely to  Congress.  If  they  had  been  so  impiiident  as  to  let  Ohio  in  her 
boundaries  endwace  territorv  to  which  she  had  no  claim,  it  was  her 
<luty.  and  justice  i'e(|uired  h"ei-  to  coi-rect  the  error.  That  it  was  an 
«'rr(U-  (tn  the  jiart  of  the  National  Legislature  to  allow  Ohio  to  assume  the 
functions  and  duties  of  a  Slate,  merel,v  from  her  enabling  act,  without 
submitting  her  constitution  for  inspection  and  ap|»roval,  none  will  doubt. 
That  the  Territorial  officers  were  hasty  and  inconsiderate  in  their  action, 
assuming  responsibilities  that  did  not  belong  to  them,  few  question. 
That  the  final  adjustment  of  the  whole  (juestion  between  the  jiarties  has 
resulted  to  the  l>enetil  of  each,  and  especially  to  Michigan,  all  cheer- 
fully admit. 

I>ul  we  lia\e  a  long  digression  in  reciting  the  hisloiy  of  this  south- 
ern boundary  (piestion,  and  the  causes  that  led  to  the  Tole(h)  war;  but 
we  conceived  it  necessary  to  show  why  it  was  that  our  Territory  was  so 
long  held  back  from  State  privileges,  aftei-  making  ajijdication  and 
receiving  ju-eliminary  authority  therefor,  and  further,  becausi^  some  of 
the  actors  in  I  hat  drama  are  old  piont  ers  in  the  county,  who  will  recognize 
the  incidents  ami  acts  of  the  time  as  jtresented  in  this  hist<n',v. 

I'ut  we  ha\e  antici|t:ited  and  must  retuiii  to  the  jieriod  wlu^n  lieniah 
.lones,  .Ir..  laid  out  tlw  village  of  Jonesville,  January  .'51.  ISIH.  Ju<lg- 
ing  from  the  light  we  now  have,  these  lii'st  pioneers  were  men  of  great 
hope,  living  in  expectation,  reasoning  from  precedent  that  every  county 
must  have  a  cai)it<)l.  every  community  a  centei-,  and  hence  that  a  village 
was  a  necessity,  although  there  were  but  l.-Sd  acres  of  land  sold  in  the 
county,  ami  this  held  by  about  twelve  individuals,  and  these  stretched 
out  on  a  line  of  seventeen  miles.  We  give  the  names  of  these  nearly  in 
the  (U'der  in  which  they  came  in,  vi/,.:  .Moses  Allen,  lldmund  Jones, 
r.eniah  Jones.  Jr..  John  S.  !{eid.  'I'homas  S.  Keid,  S.  \.  W.  I'enson.  James 
(Hds.   .\l)ram    F.    I'.uiilioii,    Kidiard    W.   ("oibus.    K.  J.   Siblev.   .Martin   (5. 
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Shellhouse,  aud  Beujamiu  F.  Larned,  the  last  two  being  probably  non- 
residents. There  were  a  few  others  who  had  not  3'et  located,,  among 
whom  were  Thaddeus  Wight  and  Stephen  Hickox. 

All  the  residences  up  to  this  date  were  constructed  entirely  of  logs, 
as  there  were  no  mills  in  the  country.  In  the  year  1832  E.  J.  Sibley 
built  a  saw-mill  about  two  miles  south  of  Jonesville,  on  the  St.  Joseph 
river,  and  three  years  later  James  Olds  and  others  built  another  about 
a  mile  above,  on  the  east  branch  of  the  same  stream.  These  mills  were 
of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  people.  Improved  residences  were  at  once 
built,  which  gave  an  impetus  to  the  growth  of  the  village. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1833  there  had  been  but  10,280  acres  of  land 
located  in  the  county.  This  was  distributed  as  follows:  In  what  is  now 
Somerset,  1,040  acres  to  James  D.  Van  Hovenburgh^  Horace  White, 
Heman  Pratt,  Elias  Branch,  Elias  Alley,  David  Harrington,  Ebenezer 
Gay,  and  Charles  Blackman. 

In  what  is  now  Wheatland,  1,200  acres  to  Silas  Moore,  Kichard  M. 
Lewis,  Mah'lon  Brown,  Edwin  Brown,  Lydia  Kaniff,  Thomas  Sewin,  and 
Stephen  Russell. 

In  what  is  now  Pittsford,  1,760  acres  to  Charles  Ames,  Thomas  Herds- 
man, Jesse  Smith,  William  B.  Ames,  Curran  White^  Stephen  Wilcox, 
John  Gustin.  William  Flowers.  Thomas  J.  Pennock,  Isaac  French  and 
Alpheus  Pratt. 

In  what  is  now  Moscow,  3,320  acres  to  Benjamin  Fowle,  S.  N.  W. 
Benson,  Samuel  Aiken,  O.  B.  Blackmar,  Pontius  Hooper,  Stephen  Scott, 
David  Hiller,  Thomas  Watts,  John  Simmons,  James  Winters,  T.  C.  Dela- 
van,  Lewis  T.  Miller,  Simon  Jacobus,  Charles  T.  Delavan^  Lucius  Lyon, 
Alonzo  Kies,  Mary  Miller,  and  Charles  Stuck. 

In  what  is  now  Scipio,  300  acres  to  William  H.  Nelson,  Dexter  Olds, 
S.  N.  W.  Benson,  and  Nathaniel  Bacon. 

In  what  is  now  Favette,  1,980  acres  to  Beniah  and  Edmund  Jones, 
James  Olds,  M.  G.  Shellhouse,  Abel  Olds,  Thaddeus  Wight,  E.  J.  Sibley, 
Beniah  Jones,  Sen.,  Peter  Martin,  B.  F.  Larned,  Artemedorus  Tuller,  Nel- 
son and  Lyman  Nethaway,  Alvin  Niece,  Lemuel  White,  Stephen  Hickox, 
and  James  Bloss. 

In  what  is  now  Allen,  1.720  acres  to  Moses  Allen,  John  S.  and  Thomas 
S.  Reid,  Richard  W.  Corbus,  Abram  F.  Boulton.  R.  E.  and  N.  Stiles, 
John  Ew^ell,  Newell  Kane,  David  Stiles,  Ichabod  Burdick,  Henry  Clark, 
and  Hiram  B.  Hunt. 

There  w^ere  thus  but  seventy-five  land  ow^ners  in  the  entire  county,  own- 
ing less  than  seventeen  sections  of  land,  not  quite  equal  to  half  a  town- 
ship. 

In  the  summer  of  1834  John  P.  Cook  and  Chauncey  W.  Ferris  came 
to  the  county  and  opened  in  Jonesville  the  first  stock  of  goods  offered  for 
sale  west  of  Tecumseh,  except  by  Indian  traders.  In  the  same  year 
Levi  Baxter  and  Cook  Sissen  commenced  to  built  the  Jonesville  grist 
mill,  finishing  it  in  the  year  following,  this  being  the  first  of  the  kind  west 
of  Tecumseh.  Many  improvements  were  being  made  in  the  village  and 
country.  A  large  and  commodious  hotel,  known  as  the  Fayette  House, 
had  been  built  by  Beniah  Jones  in  the  village.  A  second  stock  of  goods 
was  opened  in  the  fall  by  Charles  Gregory.  A  school  district  was  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  1833,  and  the  first  school  house  in  the  county  was 
built,  it  being  a  log  building  12x14  feet,  and  standing  on  the  grounds 
west  of  where  the  Episcopal  church  now  stands.  A  private  or  select 
school  had  been  opened  as  early  as  1831  by  Dr.  Williain  Mottram,  now 
of  Kalamazoo,  succeeded  by  Dr.  Chase,  who  removed  to  Coldwater,  and 
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was  in  turn  succeeded  bv  lienjamiu  L.  Baxter,  now  of  Tecumseli,  then 
but  seventeen  years  of  age.  At  the  organization  of  the  public  school 
lie  became  the  teach(^r,  and  was  therefore  the  first  teacher  of  a  district 
school  in  Hillsdale  county. 

A  new  era  had.  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  opened  up  to  the  i)eople 
<»f  the  county.  They  were  no  longer  under  the  necessity  of  going  to 
^'psilanti  or  Teciimseh  for  their  milling,  which  had  heretofore  taken  from 
ten  to  fifteen  days  to  make  llie  trip  with  their  ox  teams. 

If  they  had  the  money  they  were  not  obliged  to  resort  to  the  shakes 
and  puncheons  for  constructing  their  new  homes.  If  they  had  the  where- 
with to  buy  they  could  regale  themselves  and  families  with  the  luxuries 
of  groceries  and  the  necessaries  of  dry  goods  without  making  a  trip  east. 


EARLY  HISTORY  OF  LITCHFIELD,  HILLSDALE  COUNTY. 

PRESENTED   BY   SAMUEL    RIBLET. 

Until  the  spring  of  1834,  Litchfield,  as  well  as  most  of  Michigan  west 
of  Detroit  and  Monroe,  was  an  uncultivated  wilderness.  Before  that 
lime  birds  warbled  in  the  trees,  flowers  bloomed,  and  the  sun  set  his 
enlivening  rays  u]ion  the  surface,  and  the  limpid  water  flowed  in  the 
channel  of  the  St.  .7o.  without  any  mill  dams  to  obstruct  it  in  its  passage. 
But  there  were  no  eyes  nor  ears  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of  the  scene  but 
those  of  savage  beasts  and  a  few  scattering  Indians  more  savage  than 
they.  In  the  spring  of  1834  Henry  Stevens  and  Samuel  Riblet  made 
the  first  settlement  in  the  township,  Henry  Stevens  on  section  thirteen, 
three  miles  east  of  Litchfield  village,  and  Samuel  Riblet  on  section  fifteen, 
his  present  place  of  r(»sidence. 

They  were  soon  follow(Ml  by  several  others,  among  whom  were  John 
Crandall  Sr.,  A.  K.  Hushnell,  Lambert  Allen,  David  Hiller,  Jesse  Stod- 
dard. Nathan  Herendeen.  James  and  Harvey  Eggleston,  and  Freeman 
Blair. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  town  was  rather  slow,  however,  until  1837, 
when  emigration  began  to  flow  in,  in  a  more  constant  stream,  and  the 
town  was  soon  ]>retly  well  tilled  uj).  TIeny  Stevens  ])ut  u])  his  log  house 
with  the  hel|)  of  his  hired  man.  A.  K.  Bnshnell  got  men  to  come  from 
Homer,  some  of  them  over  ten  miles,  to  laise  his  house,  while  Samuel 
Riblet  built  his  of  small  logs,  such  ;is  he  and  his  wife  could  handle  alone, 
raising  without  help. 

In  those  times  there  was  not  a  school  house,  a  church,' or  any  other 
privileges  of  civilization  nearei-  than  ALirshall,  and  at  that  jdace  the 
ljeoi)le  had  to  go  to  mill.  The  tii-st  sermon  evei'  j^i-eached  in  Litchfield 
was  delivei'ed  by  Stephen  ^^■il(•ox.  in  June,  1S3.").  in  Samuel  Hiblet's 
log  house,  to  a  congicgat ion  of  seven  hearers. 

1Mie  first  frame  house  in  the  lownshiit  was  built  by  S.  (Jeer,  in  1837, 
the  first  franu'  school  house  in  1831),  the  first  hotel  building  in  1840.  the 
first  church  (the  old  Methodist),  in  1841.  The  first  school  ever  taught 
in  Tvitchfleld  was  by  Isaac  .\gard,  Sr.,  in  the  winter  of  1S37-8.  in  the 
old  log  school  house.  The  liist  white  child  boin  in  the  town  was  Mary 
•lane  Kildet,  now  .Mrs.  A.  (J.  Conger.  .March  '2:\.  ls:',7.  The  first  turned 
I'nrrow  was  on  the  fiuin  of  UeMr\  Stevens,  on  the  L'Olh  <lay  of  .May.  1834, 
;tl  which  time  :ill  the  inluiliilaiits  of  the  town  were  present,  viz.:  Henry 
Stevens.  Samuel  Itihiei.  :ind  .Mr.  Stevens"  two  hiretl  men.  Thomas 
Crandall.  and  Charles  I'^raidilin.  and  Solomon  Ivihlet..  of  retmsylvania, 
\N  ho  all  took-  turns  in  holdiniL:  the  jtlow. 


REPORTS     OF     COUNTIES,     ETC.  181 


ORGANIZATION    OF    THE    TOWN. 


Previous  to  1837  this  township  was  attached  to  the  town  of  Allen, 
but  in  the  winter  1836-7  the  Legislative  council  of  the  Territory  (Michi- 
gan being  a  territory  then),  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  organization 
of  the  town,  and  appointed  Samuel  Eiblet,  who  was  then  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  town  of  Allen,  to  select  and  qualify  an  election  board,  and 
preside  over  the  first  election,  and  there  the  town  was  organized  on  the 
first  Monday  of  April,  1837.  There  were  about  twenty  votes  cast  at  the 
first  election,  and  nearly  every  man  got  an  ottice. 


NAME. 


A  meeting  was  notified  and  held  in  the  winter  of  1836,  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  an  act  of  organization,  and  to  select  a  name.  Several 
names  were  proposed,  among  which  were  Pulaski,  Smithfield,  Rives  and 
Columbus,  all  of  which  were  successively  voted  down  but  Columbus, 
which  name  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  in  the  petition,  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  minority,  headed  by  Henry  Stevens,  who  was  a  turbulent 
man  and  always  wanted  his  o^^n  way,  got  up  another  petition  with  the 
name  of  Litchfield,— a  name  that  had  not  been  proposed  at  the  meeting,— 
and  Mr.  Stevens  went  with  it  to  Detroit,  and  by  the  free  use  of  liquid, 
and  other  arrangements,  prevailed  on  the  Legislature  to  adopt  that  name. 

ASPECT    OF   THE    COUNTY    BEFORE    SETTLEMENT. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  the  plains  and  openings  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  when  in  its  natural  state.  The  fires  that  had  annually 
swept  over  the  surface  had  kept  down  all  the  under-brush  and  trimmed 
the  trees  to  the  height  of  about  fifteen  feet,  above  which  were  large 
spreading  tops.  On  the  surface  was  a  rich  carpet  of  grass,  ornamented 
and  intermixed  with  a  vast  profusion  of  fiowers  of  various  colors  and 
fragrance,  and  strawberries  were  so  plenty  that  the  cows  often  came  home 
with  their  feet  stained  with  the  juice  of  that  delicious  fruit.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  w^here  the  fire  had  not  run  so  much,  there  was 
an  almost  impenetrable  thicket  of  hazel,  plum,  and  thorn  bushes  inter- 
woven with  grape-vines  and  woodbines ;  and  west  of  Sand  creek  is  where 
we  got  our  blackberries.  Thus  Litchfield  has  had  a  steady  and  solid 
growth  in  wealth  and  agricultural  improv(nnents,  but  never  took  a 
very  high  rank  as  a  commercial  center  until  the  completion  of  the  N.  C. 
M.  E.  R.  and  the  publication  of  the  Ready-Pay  Reporter,  which  called 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  its  peculiar  advantages. 

HOUGHTON  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan  : 

Section  5.  All  that  portion  of  the  State  embraced  between  the  north 
boundary  of  township  49,  the  line  between  the  ranges  37  and  38  west, 
and  Lake  Superior,  together  -with  the  islands  in  said  lake  west  of  the 
county  of  Schoolcraft,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  and  be 
known  and  distinguished  as  the  county  of  Houghton. 

Approved  March  19, 1845. 
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lluughton  county  was  nanu'd  from  Douj^las  llou}j;liton.  the  talented 
geologist  and  first  thorough  explorer  and  describer  of  the  mineral  wealth 
of  our  U])i)er  Peninsula.  lie  eame  to  his  death  by  drowning,  in  1845, 
det'jily  lamented.  Houghton,  the  county  seat,  on  the  south  side  of 
Poriage  lake,  was  laid  out  in  IS,")!*.  It  has  had  for  several  years  jiast  a 
school  house  which  cost  $J(l,()(M).  and  had.  in  1873,  (500  scholars  in  at- 
tendance, 

HUliON  COUNTY. 

lii    it  enacted  by  the  ^vnair  <nitl  House  of  licjnrstctitatirrfi  of  the  Htftte  of 

Miehif/an: 

Section  :v2.  That  i)ortion  of  the  State  lying  north  of  the  line  between 
towns  14  and  IT),  northeast  of  range  8,  and  of  the  center  of  Saginaw  bay, 
and  south  of  the  lines  between  towns  20  and  21  north,  extended  to  the 
national  boundary  line  in  lake  Huron,  shall  be  a  separate  county,  to  be 
known  and  designated  as  the  county  of  Huron. 

Ai»i»roved  Ajtril  1.  1S4(I. 

Section  1.  7'Ac  I'tv/ih  of  tin  Stale  of  Miehif/an  enact,  That  the 
county  of  Huron  shall  be  organized,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled 
to  all'the  rights  and  privileges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  other 
organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  The  county  seat  shall  be  established  at  a  place  to  be  designated 
by  three  commissioners.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  three  disinterested 
])er.sons,  non-residents  of  said  county,  as  commissioners,  who  shall,  be- 
fore July  1,  A.  D.  ISyO,  meet  at  such  time  and  place  in  said  county  as  he 
may  designate,  and  aft<'r  being  duly  sworn,  faithfully  and  impartially 
to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  them,  shall  examine  the  several  places  that 
may  be  proposed  in  said  county  for  the  county-seat,  and  take  into  con- 
sideration all  the  circumstances,  and  shall  establish  the  county-seat  at 
such  place  as  a  majority  of  them  consider  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
county.  They  shall  transmit  a  certificate  of  the  location  made  of  said 
county-seat  to  the  (lovernor  within  ten  days  thereafter,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  and  the  Governor  shall  thereupon  cause  the  same  to 
be  recorded  in  the  othce  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  said  location  shall 
thr'reu|)Oii  be  tin*  lawfully  established  county-seat  of  the  county  of  Huron; 
and  notice  of  the  same  shall  be  given  in  a  pai»er  jiublished  at  Lansing, 
and  in  a  jiaper  in  general  circulation  in  said  county.  Each  of  said  com- 
missioners shall  be  allowed  three  dollars  jier  day  for  every  day  necessarily 
employed  as  aforesaid,  and  ten  cents  per  mile  for  each  mile's  travel  by  the 
usual  route  going  to  and  from  said  county;  which  sums  shall  be  paid  by 
the  county  of  Huron. 

SEr.  :\.  Therr*  shall  be  elected  in  November,  IStiO,  upon  the  day  ap- 
l)0inted  for  the  general  election  in  the  State  of  .Michigan,  all  the  county 
officers  to  which,  by  law.  said  county  is  entitled;  and  the  clerk  of  the 
township  of  Sand  lieach  shall  give  notice  of  said  election,  as  recjuired 
by  law  to  be  given  by  the  sheriff  in  fully  organized  counties. 

Sec.  4.  The  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county,  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  the  i»residing  inspectors  of  election  from  each  township  therein; 
and  the  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  place  designated  by  the  com- 
missintieis  as  the  cdunly  seat,  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  election,  and 
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organize  by  appointing  one  of  their  nnmber  chairman  and  another  sec- 
retary of  this  board,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the 
duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers^  as  in  other  cases  of  elections 
for  county  and  State  officers. 

Sec.  o.  The  sheriff  and. county  clerk  elected  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  designate  a  suitable  place  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in 
said  county,  and  suitable  places  for  the  several  county  offices,  which  shall 
be  as  near  as  the  circumstances  will  admit  to  the  county-seat  established 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  they  shall  make  and  subscribe  a 
certificate  in  writing  describing  the  places  thus  designated,  which  cer- 
tificate shall  be  filed  and  preserved  by  the  county  clerk.  The  places 
thus  designated  shall  be  the  places  of  holding  the  circuit  court  and  the 
county  officers  until  the  board  of  supervisors  provide  suitable  accommoda- 
tions for.  said  court  and  county  officers. 

Sec.  6.  The  said  county  of  Huron,  when  organized  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  attached  to  the  sixth  judicial  circuit,  and  the  judge  of  said  circuit 
shall  hold  courts  in  said  county,  as  bjj  law  in  such  cases  made  and  pro- 
vided. 

Sec.  7.  All  suits  pending  in  the  circuit  court  of  Sanilac  or  Tuscola 
counties,  at  the  time  this  act  shall  take  effect,  in  which  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant  are  residents  of  the  said  county  of  Huron,  shall  continue  in 
said  circuit  court  as  though  Huron  county  had  not  been  organized. 

Sec.  8.  The  board  of  supervisors  of  said  Huron  county  may  employ 
a  suitable  person  to  transcribe  the  record  of  deeds  and  mortgages  from 
the  records  of  Sanilac  and  Tuscola  counties,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to 
lands  in  Huron  county,  which  person  shall  have  access  to  the  books  in  the 
offices  of  the  register  of  deeds  in  said  Sanilac  and  Tuscola  counties  for 
that  purpose.  Such  transcribed  record  shall  be  taken  and  received  in 
all  cases  and  have  the  same  legal  effect  as  the  original  record. 

Sec.  9.  The  county  officers  of  the  counties  of  Sanilac  and  Tuscola  shall 
continue  to  perform  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  said  county  of 
Huron,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed,  until  the 
county  officers  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  have  been  elected  and  qual- 
ified. 

Approved  January  25,  1859.  '  ' 

Huron — a  tribe  of  Indians,  also  called  Wyandots.  They  were  dispersed 
by  the  Iroquois  in  1649.  A  fragment  of  the  Hurons  settled  at  Detroit 
in  1680.  The  phrase  "Quelles  hures^^  (what  heads)  was  applied  by  an 
astonished  French  traveler  to  the  Wyandots  on  seeing  their  fantastic 
mode  of  dressing  the  hair.     From  hures  was  derived  Huron. 

County  seat,  Bad  Axe.  The  countv  offices  were  removed  to  this  place 
in  1873.  "    • 

INGHAM  COUNTY. 

He  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michiffan: 

Sec.  2.  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  is  included  within  the  fol- 
lowing limits,  viz.:  north  of  the  base  line,  and  south  of  the  line  between 
townships  four  and  five  north  of  the  base  line,  and  east  of  the  line  between 
ranges  two  and  three  west  of  the  principal  meridian,  and  west  of  the 
line  between  ranges  two  and  three  east  of  the  meridian,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name  thereof  shall 
be  Ingham. 

Approved  October  29,  1829. 
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Skction  1.  lie  it  vnartvd  hif  the  i^cnntc  and  Houxv  of  Reprcfteniativt's  of 
the  State  of  Michif/aii,  Tlial  tlie  county  of  Injjliain  he  and  the  same  is 
hereby  organized,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  to  which  by  law  the  other  counties  of  this  State  are  en- 
titled. 

Si:c.  2.  All  suits,  jirosecntions,  and  other  matters  now  pending  before 
any  court,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  Jackson  county,  to 
which  the  said  county  of  Ingham  is  now  attached  for  judicial  purposes, 
shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution;  and  all  taxes  here- 
tofore levied  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act 
had  not  passed. 

Sec.  ,'{.  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Ingham  shall  be  held  on 
the  first  Tuesdays  of  June  and  November  in  each  year;  and  until  con- 
venient buildings  be  erected  at  the  county  seat,  at  such  j)lace  in  said 
county  as  the  supervisors  of  commissioners  thereof  shall  direct. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Ingham,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  June  next,  all  the  several  county  oliicers  to  which  by 
law  the  said  county  of  Ingham  is  entitled,  and  whose  terms  of  otfice  shall 
severally  expire  on  the  olst  day  of  December  next  ensuing,  and  said  elec- 
tion shall  in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  holding  elei^tions  for  county  and  State  officers. 

Sec.  5.  The  board  of  county  canvassers  under  this  act  shall  consist 
of  one  of  the  jiresiding  inspectors  of  said  election  fi'om  each  townshij); 
and  said  board  shall  meet  at  the  dwelling-house  nearest  the  county  seat 
of  said  county,  on  the  Thursday  next  after  said  election,  at  or  before  three 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  said  day,  and  organize  by  the  aj)pointment  of  one  of 
their  number  chairman  and  another  secretary  of  said  board;  and  there- 
upon jnoceed  to  calculate  and  ascertain  the  whole  number  of  votes  given 
at  such  election  for  :niy  individual  for  (Mtlier  of  said  oftices.  and  shall  set 
down  the  names  of  the  several  [XMsons  so  voted  foi\  and  the  number  of 
votes  given  to  each  for  either  of  said  ollices  in  said  c(uinty,  in  words  at  full 
length,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  a  true  canvass  of  the  votes  given  at 
such  election  in  said  county,  and  that  the  person  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes  for  either  of  said  oftices  is  duly  elected  to  said  office; 
which  certificate  sliall  be  signed  by  the  chaiinian  and  secretary,  and 
delivered  to  the  clei-k  of  said  county,  to  be  filed  in  liis  office. 

Sec.  G.     This  ad   shall   l»e  in   force  and   tal^e  ellVct  on  and  after  the 
first  Monday  of  June  next. 
Approved  April  5,  18.'J8. 

Ingham  Col'.ntv. — Named  liom  Sain'l  1).  liigliani.  Secret ai-y  of  the 
Treasury  in  Jackson's  cabinet  from  ISlM)  to  IS.'U.  The  seat  of  justice 
for  the  county  is  at  Mason,  sellled  in  18:*S.  and  became  an  incorpoiated 
village  in  18(55. 
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Hon.   ALVIN  N.  HABT, 


BORN   IN  WEST   CORNWALL,   CONNECTICUT, 


jr-EBRXJ^RY  11,  1804, 


AND  DIED  AT  HIS  HOME  IN  LANSING,  INGHAM  CO.,  MICH., 


A^XJ&XJST  21,  1874. 
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A  TRIP  FROM  UTICA,  NEW  YORK,  TO   INOHAM  COUNTY, 

MICHIGAN. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  A  DIARY  KEPT  BY  SILAS  BEEBE,  WHO  SETTLED  IN  STOCK- 
BRIDGE,   INGHAM  COUNTY,   IN  JUNE,   1838,   WITH   NOTES  BY 
HIS  SON,  H.  H.  BEEBE. 

On  the  13tli  of  January,  1838,  my  father.  Silas  Beebe,  left  Utica,  N.  Y.. 
for  Detroit,  Mich.,  keeping-  a  diary  of  the  trip.  Leaving  Utica  at  5  A.  M., 
Syracuse  was  reached  at  2  P.  M.,  and  Seneca  Falls  at  10  P.  M.  Proceed- 
ing over  bad  roads,  he  reached  Niagara  Falls  January  27th,  and  Buffalo 
the  same  day.  This  was  during  the  "Patriot"  war.  He  says :  "Left  the 
Falls  at  2  P.  M.,  and  passed  Fort  Slosser,  Navy  Island,  Grand  Island, 
and  Chippewa  Falls  in  view.  Soldiers  dispersed;  all  quiet.  Obtained 
a  piece  of  the  wreck  of  the  unfortunate  Caroline  as  a  memento.  In 
Buffalo  called  on  Mrs.  Hoadley,  Mr.  Hoadley  being  absent  with  the 
Patriots  up  the  lake  as  captain  at  flOO  per  month,  in  a  promise  of  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  a  bounty  of  300  acies  of  Canada  land  tchen  they  catch  it. 
Militia  oflQcers  in  full  uniform;  plenty  being  dismissed." 

At  Buffalo  he  describes  an  incident  at  the  Mansion  House:  "While  I 
am  writing  two  men  are  betting  |100  each  on  the  Ohio  election,  to  be 
decided  in  four  years.  Profitable  business,  is  it  not?  Now  they  begin 
to  wrangle  about  the  kind  of  money  they  shall  put  up.  The  landlord, 
Mr.  Hathaway,  'holds  the  stakes.  He  gets  the  use  of  the  money  four 
vears  for  nothing.  I  saw  the  money  counted, — fllO  uncurrent  against 
1100  current." 

On  the  28th,  at  11  P.  M.,  he  left  Buffalo  for  the  west  in  a  stage,  the 
wind  blowing  a  gale,  snowing  hard,  and  roads  rough.  After  several 
break-downs  and  some  walking  he  arrived  at  Erie  on  the  30th,.  at  4  A.  M. 
Further  on  he  describes  a  hill  at  Conneaut,  Ohio.  He  says:  "We  over- 
took plenty  of  patriots  going  to  Detroit, —  a  miserable  looking  set  of 
ragged,  pilfering  fellows." 

At  Cleveland  he  stopped  at  the  Franklin  House.  He  says,  "Cleveland 
is  a  fine  city,  with  some  elegant  houses, — beautiful  country  around." 
From  Cleveland  he  went  to  Dover,  thence  to  Elyria  and  Midland. 

"From  Midland  to  Lower  Sandusky,  36  miles,  we  took  an  old  covered 
wagon,  or  'Ohio  omnibus,'  a  very  uncomfortable  vehicle.  A  cold  sleet  and 
rain  was  blowing  in  at  the  many  open  places  about  the  cover,  while 
three  persons  were  compelled  to  sit  on  a  seat  scarcely  wide  enough  for 
two." 

They  arrived  at  Lower  Sandusky,  Feb.  8th.  at  4  A.  M..  "very  tired,  sore, 
and  cold.  Camped  down  on  a  table  with  buffalo  skins;  could  not  get  to 
sleep.  Could  not  sleep  on  the  road, — dared  not  risk  it.  At  daylight 
found  the  house  full  of  people, — travelers,  stage  passengers  from  the  west, 
all  complaining  of  imposition  on  the  part  of  stage  proprietors,  tavern- 
keepers,  etc.,  to  which  our  experience  was  but  an  echo.  We  got  the  worst 
breakfast!  Cakes  as  black  as  your  hat.  They  may  have  partaken  of 
the  soil,  for  here  commences  the  notorious  and  infamous  'Black  Swamp,' 
. — the  universal  dread  of  travelers.  The  hog  of  a  landlord  refused  to 
tai^e  any  money  excepting  current  New  York  or  Ohio.  Not  liking  the 
appearance  of  things,  and  ascertaining  the  fare  to  Detroit, — 104  miles, — 
to  be  17.25.  and  that  we  had  to  take  an  open  wagon  for  a  stage  through 
the  Black  Swamp,  five  of  us  hired  a  yellow  fellow  who  has  a  good  team, 
cushioned  seats,  buffalo  skins,  etc.  (far  preferable  to  stage  accommoda- 
tions), to  carry  us  to  Toledo,— 42  miles,—  for  |2.50  each,  being  75  cents 
less  than  the  stage  fare  to  the  same  place.  We  left  Sandusky  and 
entered  the  Black  Swamp  at  9  A.  M.     The  distance  across  this  swamp  is 
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30  miles,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  distance  about  half  way  called 
Portage  river,  on  either  side  of  whicli  is  a  limestone  bed.  But  the  rest 
of  the  way  the  soil  is  a  black  muck,  to  which  they  say  there  is  no  bottom. 
I  am  told  that  a  i)ole  may  be  stuck  down  any  depth  about  as  easy  as 
it  might  be  put  perpendicularly  into  the  water.  It  was  now  thought  to 
be  good  traveling,  being  frozen;  but  the  soil  is  of  such  a  nature  that  24 
hours  of  warm  weather  will  thaw  it  out.  We  had  had  rain  and  some 
warm  weather  the  day  before,  and  today  it  was  thawing  very  fa,st.  which 
made  a  nice  black  cream  of  about  an  inch  thick  all  over  the  surface. 
This  caused  the  wagon  to  slide  about  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  We 
had  scarcely  got  started  when  the  wagon,  getting  off  the  beaten  track, 
broke  through  the  ice  and  mud.  our  fore-wheel  going  entirely  below  the 
surface  of  the  road.  This  was  a  caution,  and  after  prying  out  of  this 
we  avoided  other  holes,  escaping  accident  ourselves,  though  we  were 
compelled  to  witness  trouble  and  its  emblems  every  step  of  the  way. 
Every  few  rods  some  one  may  be  seen  prying  out  a  piece  of  the  wreck  of 
some  wagon  or  other  vehicle.  Many  horses  have  been  killed,  and  some 
men  seriously  injured,  on  this  road.  When  the  frost  is  out,  particularly 
in  the  spring  and  fall,  it  is  one  entire  mud-hole  of  the  deepest  kind  for 
30  miles.  The  mails  are  frequently  stopped  at  this  place  on  either  side 
for  many  weeks  together,  no  person  venturing  to  cross  it.  The  road  is" 
straight  and  level,  except  a  little  rise  at  the  Portage,  and  heavily  tim- 
bered on  both  sides  with  thick  underbrush  some  part  of  the  way. 

"At  Perrysburg,  which  is  at  the  west  end  of  the  swamp,  and  strung 
out  for  some  distance  on  the  Maumee  river. — a  smart  looking  place, — 
we  got  a  good  supper.  About  sunset  we  crossed  the  Maumee  on  the  ice. 
It  is  from  one-quarter  to  a  half  mile  wide.  On  the  opposite  side  is  tlie 
very  pretty  village  of  Maumee.  From  thence  to  Toledo — 10  miles — tlie 
road  passed  through  oak  openings,  winding  in  every  direction,  nothing 
but  an  occasional  tree  to  impede  the  traveler's  progress.  The  Maumee 
canal,  now  in  progress,  we  crossed  twice,  and  after  crossing  Swan  creek 
at  the  imminent  risk  of  our  lives,  we  arrived  at  Toledo,  tired  and  sleepy, 
at  seven  o'clock.     From  this  place  to  Detroit  is  on  miles. 

"We  left  Toledo  at  5  A.  M.,  and  drove  22  miles,  to  Monroe,  Michigan. 
The  following  day  we  left  Monroe  at  9  A.  M.,  and  dined  at  Gibraltar,  a 
pretty  little  village  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  river.  It  has  a  light-house^ 
and  store-houses,  and  is  at  this  time  the  place  where  the  straggling  'patri- 
ots'  are  trying  to  collect  their  scattered  forces,  when  they  inl(»nd  to  cross 
the  river  on  the  ice  into  (Canada ;  but  as  there  have  been  depredations  com- 
mitted recently  on  property  in  the  neighborhoorl.  viz.:  robbing  a  vessel. 
which  had  foundered  and  drifted  ashore,  containing  about  100  barrels  (if 
flour,  the  authorities  had  taken  the  responsibility  of  raising  a  force  of 
500  men  to  disperse  them.  We  arrived  at  the  Michigan  Exchange  at 
Detroit  at  half-past  six  P.  M. 

"Feb.  nth. — Looking  from  the  hotel  balcony  across  the  river  to  Canada. 
I  saw  th<'  Loyalist  militia  assembling  and  jtassing  in  review,  as  if  antici- 
pating a  wai'in  recejition  of  the  ])atiif)ts. 

"Feb.  12th. — Troops  called  out.  six  companies,  by  order  of  Gov.  Mason. 
They  did  not  readily  comply.  The  weather  is  cold  and  it  is  not  a  very 
desirable  job  to  go  down  to  Gibraltar  and  put  up  with  a  soldier's  fare. 
To  avoid  this,  two  men  that  had  been  enrolled  endeavored  to  cross  the 
river  on  the  ice.  broke  thioiigh  aiul  were  drowned  on  the  Canada  side." 

My  fallier  li;id  previously  shipped  some  goods,  which  lie  mentions  find 
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ing  safe  in  tlie  warehouse,  and  adds:  "I  found  I  could  sell  them  all  at 
a  handsome  profit  if  I  would  take  'wild  cat/  a  rag  currency  issued  under 
a  general  banking  law.     I  chose  to  hold  on  to  them." 

On  the  14th,  he  mentions  selling  a  bill  of  goods  to  J.  C.  Sabine,  tak- 
ing a  note  at  90  days  at  Michigan  Bank,  rather  than  "wild  cat." 

"Feb.  16th. — Attempted  to  leave  for  Sharon  and  Lima,  but  got  left  by 
the  cars  and  by  John  Bacon,  with  whom  I  had  talked  of  riding  out.  Glad 
of  it,  for  it  snowed  and  blowed  and  was  very  cold.  In  the  P.  M.  I  met 
in  the  street  Mr.  E.  Stanton,  the  man  I  was  going  to  see  in  Sharon.  Made 
arrangements  to  go  with  him  on  his  return  to  Sharon  the  next  day. 

"Feb.  17th.— Paid  bill  to  O.  B.  Dibble,  and  left  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
splendid  car  'Gov.  Mason,'  on  the  Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad,  which 
is  finished  as  far  as  Ypsilanti, — thirty  miles.  The  'Gov.  Mason'  will 
seat  fifty-six  persons.  It  is  a  spacious,  pleasant  vehicle  to  ride  in,  and  was 
nearly  full  of  gentlemen  and  ladies;  but  the  track  being  covered  with 
snow  and  ice,  and  not  being  prepared  to  contend  against  them,  we  were 
obliged  to  stop  often  while  the  attendants  removed  the  obstructions 
with  shovels,  etc.  We  progTessed  slowly.  We  got  to  Dearbornville, 
where  we  had  a  grab  supper'or  luncheon,  and  started  on ;  but  after  mak- 
ing headway  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  we  met  with  so  much  obstruction 
that  a  vote"  was  taken  and  we  resolved  to  return  to  Dearbornville  and 
stay  over  night.  The  old  iron  horse  backed  us  up,  when  Mr.  Stantoa 
and  myself  received  back  one  dollar  each  of  our  fare,  and  started  on  foot 
to  overtake  a  Mr.  Fellows.  After  walking  about  a  mile  and  a  half  we 
found  him  and  team.  Tliere  we  took  a  most  villainous  supper,  and  left 
with  him  comfortably  seated  in  a  sleigh,  and  drove  over  a  tolerable  road 
to  Sheldon's,  where  we  stopped  for  the  night.  Mr.  S.  keeps  a  very  good 
house,  about  twenty  miles  west  of  Detroit." 

"Feb.  18th. — Left  after  breakfast  and  passed  over  a  very  beautiful  coun- 
try if  we  except  the  one  thousand  little  lakes,  frog-ponds,  or  marshes,  that 
are  interspersed  at  short  intervals  through  the  plains  and  oak  openings. 
The  face  of  the  country  is  very  level,  being  occasionally  relieved  by 
rolling  or  undulating  hills,  which  give  a  very  pleasing  variety.  At 
^'psilanti,  found  Dr.  Gay.  In  fact,  I  can  scarcely  go  a  mile  but  I 
run  against  some  acquaintance.  Arrived  at  Mr.  Stanton's  in  Sharon  at 
nine  P.  M." 

"Feb.  19th. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanton  are  living  in  an  old  log  house  which 
is  papered  with  newspapers,  and  though  considerably  open,  is  made  com- 
fortably warm  by  large  fires.  Standing  on  a  pretty  high  hill,  it  has  a 
commanding  view  of  the  village  of  Sharon,  which  is  composed  of  some 
half  dozen  houses,  a  store,  trees,  bushes,  and  stumps. — not  much  to  brag 
of." 

On  the  20th  my  father  records  a  visit  to  Dr.  T.  C.  Adams,  and  also  to 
Clinton. — "a  pretty  place," — where  he  met  a  merchant  friend,  Mr.  E.  A. 
lirown. 

"Feb.  23d. — Left  with  ~Mv.  Stanton  for  Ingham  and  Clinton  counties. 
We  drove  over  and  ai'ound  many  marshes,  or  'cat-holes'  and  through  some 
as  fine  farming  conntry  as  I  ever  saw, — mostly  in  oak  openings,  plains, 
or  timber  openings,  being  less  trouble  to  cultivate,  but  harder  to  break 
up  than  timber  lands,  frequently  requiring  five  or  six  j'okes  of  cattle 
to  prepare  the  ground  for  the  first  crop.  We  passed  out  of  Washtenaw 
near  the  corner  of  Livingston  and  Ingham.     Stayed  in  Ingham  county 
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with  Mr.  Force.  Rather  a  inusieal,  ljaj>i».v  and  a};rei*abl(*  family.  About 
.'U  niile.s  east  of  lliis  a  beautiful  site  lor  a  villa^i'.  Tliev  Ihiuk  of 
niakiuj;  oue  aud  callinji:  it  'IV'kiu.*  "  * 

"Feb.  21th. — Left  after  breakfast  for  In}j;haiii  Center.  We  soou  struck 
into  timbered  lands,  and  saw  less  of  swamps  and  marshes.  Koads  were 
less  traveled,  but  j^uided  by  marked  trees,  we  found  our  way  to  the 
Center, — called  '.letlerson  (.""ity.'  The  first  blow  towards  this  place  was 
struck  last  September.  It  has  now  some  10  or  IT)  acres  eiit  down  ready  to 
clear,  live  or  six  loj,^  houses  peopled,  a  school  house  and  school.  We  went 
on  foot  about  a  mile  and  found  two  huts,  a  little  clearing;,  and  a  family 
j.join^  in.  Hut  here  was  the  end  of  a  beaten  road,  and  of  all  road,  except 
an  Indian  trial.  We  had  desij^ned  to  have  continued  our  journey  to  De 
Witt,  in  Clinton  county,  only  14  miles  from  this  place,  but  were  obli<i;ed  to 
forego  the  journey  for  want  of  a  road.  At  Jefferson,  which  will  un- 
doubtedly be  a  place  of  some  imjiortance  some  day,  bein*:;  the  center  of  the 
county  and  ni-arly  of  the  State,  we  liad  j^reat  oilers  made  us  if  we  would 
locate  there.  J»ut  lliin<j;s  looked  too  new  and  jtrosjiects  of  j;ain  too  far 
off,  to  suit  our  views;  we  }j:ave  it  tlie  go-by  for  the  ])resent.  On  tlie  Uoth 
we  left  for  home,  taking,  from  necessity,  The  way  we  came  in,  there 
being  no  other  way  out  of  tlie  'city.'  " 

'"Three  and  a  half  miles  south  of  this  is  a  rival  place  of  about  equal 
claims,  called  Mason.  A  saw  mill  (frozen  up),  a  few  houses,  and  sur- 
rounding forest  is  all  it  can  boast  of." 

Stoi)ping  at  Mr.  Force's  ovei*  night,  on  the  iMlih  they  lelt  for  Sharon, 
"passing  through  I'ekin.  wliere  we  stop]ted  and  bantered  the  owner.  Mr. 
Smith,  for  the  whole  village  plat, — i");")  acres, — which  he  offered  at  $25 
per  acre.    TluMice  we  passed  through  Fnadilla  and  Lima  Center,  home." 

On  tlie  first  of  March  my  father  left  Sharon  for  the  east.  He  men- 
tions getting  a  ride  gratis  to  Clinton  willi  Mr.  Amasa  Gillet.  From  there 
he  got  a  ride  to  Saline,  juil  ling  ii]i  al  ().  Kisdon's.  Tender  Ihis  dale  (Maicli 
1st)  lie  ma(h'  the  follo\\ing  memoiandum  icsjiecting  the  currency: 

"The  bills  of  I  he  dilfei-eiit  banks  organi/.ed  under  the  general  bank- 
ing law  are  distinguished  by  the  beautiful  apjielJalions  of  'wild  cat,*  'lom 
cat,'  'mad  cat,'  'red  dog,'  etc.,  according  to  the  fancied  solvency  of  the 
different  inslilulions;  and  none  of  them  are  considered  as  good  as  the 
old  ^haitei'ed'  banks,  and  these  are  al  a  discount  in  New  York  of  from 
10  to  2."t  per  cent." 

March  2d. — Cndei-  this  dale  my  laliier  lueurKiiis  his  ichiiii  lo  Detroit 
in  the  "(iov.  Mason"  in  one  hour  and  foity-eighi  niinnles.  for  a  fare  of 
fl.ijO.  In  Delidit  he  engaged  board  with  Mr.  Augustus  Ileacox.  in 
Fayette  streel.  at  *1.00  a  week. 

Under  date  of  March  lih  he  writes:  "1  was  not  a  Utile  amused  al  the 
n<;w  and,  to  nie,  rather  ludicrous  spectacle  allorded  by  the  comfortable 
carts,  in  which  the  ladies  weic  conveyed  to  and  from  church,  and  to  any 
other  i)lace  in  the  neighborhood  where  business  or  pleasure  called  them. 
They  are  exactly  similar  to  the  dirt  carls  used  by  the  scavengers  in 
TJtica  and  other  easlern  cities,  drawn  by  (uie  horse,  and  provided  with 
a  good  sujtply  of  bulTalo  skins,  but  no  seals.  In  these  vehicles  Ihe  ladies, 
superbly  dressed  in  furs  and  oilier  itaraphernalia  suitable  lo  Ihe  incle 
ment  Hoason.  and  within  the  reach  of  the  juirse  proud  aristocracy  of  the 
city,  squat  or  sil,  and  in  this  fashionable  style  are  they  moved  over  the 

•The  Hit'-  :illiiil..l  to  IM  Ihf  present  vlllnKP  of  Slorklirlilgp. 
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muddy  streets  as  fast  as  their  little  Fi'encli  or  Canadian  ponies  can  be 
urged  to  go.  This  is  the  most  common  mode  of  getting  about  in  the 
spring  and  fall  when  the  streets  are  so  very  muddy.  Gentlemen  are 
seldom  seen  in  the  streets  without  their  boots  outside  their  pantaloons, 
prepared  to  wade  through  the  soft  mud  or  mortar  on  the  sidewalks,  or 
where  the  sidewalks  should  be.  The  streets  are  not  paved  or  walks 
laid,  if  I  except  a  narrow  board  and  plank  on  and  across  some  of  them. 
The  middle  of  the  street  is  so  constantly  stirred  up  by  the  carts  that  it 
is  a  sea  of  mud  so  deep  the  little  French  horses  often  get  set  with  almost 
an  empty  cart." 

Under  date  of  March  15th  he  writes:  "Since  the  Canada  question  has 
received  its  quietus,  by  dispersing  the  'patriots,'  nothing  is  talked  of  but 
the  'wild  cat'  banks,  some  of  which  are  showing  the  stuff  lihey  are  made 
of,  and  proving  themselves  rotten  to  the  core.  There  is  scarcely  a  single 
one  of  the  whole  number  (about  60)  whose  bills  Avill  be  received  at  the 
stores  for  goods,  while  many  a  farmer  has  sold  his  produce,,  and  some  even 
their  farms  for  this  worthless  trash.  Most  of  the  laborers  and  mechanics 
hold  all  their  receipts  and  earnings  for  the  last  six  months  in  these  worth- 
less rags  which  they  cannot  use.  We  hear  almost  daily  of  the  arrest  of 
Presidents,  Directors,  and  Cashiers  for  fraud,  and  injunctions  placed  upon 
the  banks.  The  Legislature  has  passed  a  law  preventing  any  more  from 
going  into  operation." 

"April  2d. — Election  day  for  charter  officers  of  the  city  of  Detroit, — 
and  such  a  fuss,  'a  rumpus,  and  a  rioting'  I  never  witnessed  in  a  State 
election.  The  hand  bills,  flags,  processions,  and  a  baud  of  music,  with 
a  marshal  mounted  on  a  richly  caparisoned  horse  with  gilt  trappings, 
were  only  equaled  the  Saturday  before  by  the  opposite  party  (whigs) 
getting  up  a  farce  of  distributing  to  the  poor,  evidently  for  political  effect 
and  electioneering  purposes.  It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  scene  to  one 
who  never  witnessed  it.  Fish,  pork,  and  bread  were  the  only  articles 
handed  out  by  the  committee  to  the  'hungry'  applicants  as  they  presented 
themselves  on  all  sides  of  the  stand.  Many  of  them  were  Canadian  w^omen 
and  children  who  had  come  across  the  river  on  the  invitation,  and  some 
were  well-fed  farmers  who  lived  out  of  the  city;  but  they  were  chiefly 
French  and  Irish,  who  would  crowd  up  again  and  again,  get  their  baskets 
filled,  go  and  empty  them  and  hurry  back  for  more.  Most  of  the  whigs 
themselves  were  sufficiently  disgusted  before  the  farce  was  ended.  I  left 
before  the  election  waxed  hottest,  but  learned  that  there  was  fighting, 
broken  heads,  and  bloody  uoses^  and  that  the  whigs  were  the  successful 
party." 

He  mentions  the  arrival  of  a  steamboat,  April  5th,  from  Buffalo,  earlier 
than  was  ever  before  known. 

My  father  left  by  steamboat  for  Buffalo,  April  11th,  proceeded  to  Utica, 
and  on  the  15th  of  May,  1838,  as  appears  from  the  same  diary,  he  left 
Utica  with  his  family  and  "2,240  pounds  of  furniture  and  4,009  pounds 
of  merchandise"  for  Michigan.  They  reached  Buffalo,  May  20th,  took 
passage  on  the  steamboat  United  States,  at  9  P.  M.  of  that  day,  arrived 
at  Detroit,  May  22d,  at  3  P.  M.  The  family  arrived  at  Stockbridge  about 
June  1st,  1838.  David  Rogers,  not  long  since  deceased,  had  preceded  us 
in  the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  there  were  one  or  two  families  in  the 
"village."    My  father  died  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  53. 

The  "peeled  shantee,"  five  miles  west  of  Stockbridge,  towards  Mason, 
was  a  log  building  wherein  "old"  Felton  kept  "tah-vern"  in  the  primitive 
days,  when  it  was  known  from  Detroit  to  Grand  Rapids.    I  can  remember 
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in  the  ''40's,"  when  father  was  first  1*.  M.,  what  enormous  bags  of  mail 
used  to  go  throngli  our  place  into  the  western  counties.  He  settled  in 
Stockbridge  under  tlie  inipi-ession  that  it  would  }>e  on  the  line  of  the 
Michigan  Central  railroad  to  a  point  on  Lake  Michigan;  but  when  the 
road  reached  Dexter  it  shot  otl"  in  anotlier  (liicctioii.  ;iiul  Stockbridge  was 
left  out  in  the  cold. 


IONIA  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  btf  the  Leyislatiie  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michiyan.  That 
tlie  country  included  within  the  following  limits,  to  wit:  west  of  the  line 
between  ranges  4  and  5  west  of  the  meridian;  east  of  the  line  between 
ranges  8  and  li  west;  south  of  the  line  between  townships  8  and  U  north 
of  the  base  line,  and  north  of  the  line  between  townships  4  and  5  north 
of  the  base  line,  containing  10  townships,  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby  set 
otr  into  a  separate  t^ountv,  bv  the  name  of  Ionia. 

Ai)pr()ved  Mach2,  18:U. 

Section  1.  Jit  it  vnactvd  hti  the  t'<niatc  (ind  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  ^tate  of  Mirhi</(ni.  Tliat  the  county  of  Ionia  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
oi-ganized;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  to  which,  by  law.  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  this 
State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  3.  All  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending  before 
any  court,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  either  of  the  counties, 
to  which  the  said  counties  of  loni.i  and  Van  Jiuren  are  now  attached  for 
judicial  purposes,  shall  be  jirosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution; 
all  taxes  heretofore  levied  shall  be  c<)llected  in  the  same  mannei-  as 
though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  4.  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Ionia  shall  be  held,  until 
public  buildings  shall  be  erected,  at  such  place  as  the  supervisors  of  .^aid 
county  shall  jaovide,  at  the  seat  of  justice  in  said  county,  on  the  last 
Monday  of  May  and  in  November,  in  each  year. 

Skc.  »;.  All  that  i»art  of  the  State  lying  north  of  the  county  of  Ionia, 
and  not  included  in  any  organized  county,  be.  and  tin-  same  is  hereby, 
attached  to  the  c(uinty  of  I(»nia  for  judicial  purposes. 

Si:c.  8.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Ionia  on  the 
8e<'on«l  Monday  of  Ajtril  next,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which  by 
law  the  said  county  is  entitled;  and  whose  term  of  office  shall  severally 
expire  at  the  time  the  same  would  have  expired  had  they  been  elect«'d  on 
the  first  M<uiday  and  the  next  succeeding  day  of  November  last;  ;ind  said 
election  shall  in  all  respects  l)e  conducted  aiul  held  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  hiw  U>v  holding  elections  foi-  county  ami  Slnte  officers. 

Si:*  .  !).  In  the  siiid  county  of  Icuiia  llw  board  of  county  <-anvasBerH 
under  this  act  shall  consist  of  two  of  the  ju-esiding  inspectois  of  said 
election  from  each  township;  and  said  board  shall  meet  in  their  respective 
counties  on  the  Thursday  next  after  said  election,  at  the  county  seat,  at 
one  o'clock  V.  M.  of  said  day.  and  organize  by  the  appointment  of  one 
of  their  number  chairman  an<l  another  secretary  of  said  board,  and  there 
ujfon  pi'oceed  to  calculate  and  ;iscertain  the  whole  nnniliei-  of  votes  giv<'n 
at  such  election  for  any  individual  for  either  of  tin*  snid  oMices,  and  shall 
set  «b>wn  the  names  of  the  several  indi\  idn;ils  so  voted  for.  and  the  num- 
ber of  v(»1es  <_Nven  to  ejiih,  for  eillier  of  s;iid  oflices  in  s;iid  cdunly.  in  words 
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at  full  length,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  a  true  canvass  of  the  votes  given 
at  such  election  in  said  county;  and  that  the  person  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes  for  either  of  said  offices  is  duly  elected  to  said  office, 
which  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary  and 
delivered  to  the  clerk  of  said  county  to  be  filed  and  kept  in  said  office. 

Sec.  10.  In  case  the  election  for  county  officers  shall  not  be  held  on 
the  second  Monday  of  April,  as  provided  in  the  eighth  section  of  this  act, 
the  same  may  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  next. 

Sec.  11.  This  act  shall  be  in  force,  and  take  effect,  on  and  after  the 
first  Monday  in  April  next. 

Approved  March  18,  1837. 

Ionia. — Named  from  a  province  in  ancient  Greece. 

County  seat,  Ionia.  Incorporated  into  a  village  under  the  general  law 
in  1857.  In  1867,  reincorporated  by  special  legislation.  It  was  made  the 
county  seat  in  1836.  First  court  was  held  in  1837,  Hon.  E.  Ransom  pre- 
siding. 

FIRST    SETTLEMENT    OF    IONIA    COUNTY. 
BY  W.   B.   LINCOLN. 

When  our  colony  came  into  Ionia  county  it  was  a  wilderness  in  good 
earnest.  No  settlement  had  then  been  made  on  Grand  river  below  Jack- 
son, Ionia  being  first  settled  in  May,  1833,  by  the  Dexter  colony  from 
Herkimer  county,  New  York. 

The  colony  consisted  of  six  families  and  a  few  single  persons.  Three  of 
these  families,  however,  subsequently  settled  in  Kent  county,  one  im- 
mediately, the  others  following  in  a  year  or  two. 

Ionia  county  was  organized  into  a  township  April  6th,  1835,  and  at- 
tached to  Kalamazoo  for  judicial  purposes.  The  first  supervisor  elected 
was  Erastus  Yeomans;  first  township  clerk,  W.  B.  Lincoln.  The  first 
and  second  township  meetings  were  held  six  miles  east  of  lonia^  at  the 
Genereau  trading-post,  just  below  the  mouth  of  Maple  river.  The  county 
was  organized  April  13th,  1837.  The  first  election  of  county  officers  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Asa  Spencer,  now  the  residence  of  A.  F.  Carr,  cashier 
of  the  First  National  Bank.  This  house  was  built  by  the  writer  of  this 
sketch,  and  sold  to  Mr.  Spencer  in  1836,  about  the  time  the  United  States 
Land  Office  was  located  here. 

The  officers  elected  at  the  place  above  referred  to  were  as  follows: 

For  Associate  Judges,  Truman  H.  Lyon,  Isaac  Thompson;  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, William  D.  Moore;  County  Clerk,  Asa  Bunnell;  Treasurer,  John  E. 
Morrison;  Register  of  Deeds,  Adam  L.  Roof;  District  Surveyor,  Buel  H. 
Mann;  Coroners,  Thaddeus  0.  Warner,  Philo  Boque. 

BAPTIST    CHURCH. 

The  first  church  organized  in  this  county  was  the  First  Baptist  church, 
Aug.  24,  1831,  consisting  of  eight  members,  whose  names  were  as  follows: 
Sam'l  Dexter  and  wife,  Erastus  Yeomans  and  wife,  Alfred  Cornell  and 
wife,  B.  G.  Barber,  and  W.  B.  Lincoln.  Our  first  pastor  was  Elder  A.  C. 
Sangster,  of  Pike,  New  York,  an  Englishman  by  birth.  Our  second  pastor, 
Henry  D.  Buttolph,  from  Oakland  county;  next,  Rev.  Alfre(J  Cornell,  Jr., 
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son  of  Alfred  Cornell,  above  named,  and  at  present  pastor  of  the  Portland 
Baptist  churtli.  Elder  Cornell  was  jtastor  of  this  church,  in  all,  10  years. 
Our  next  was  l\ev.  J.  II.  Morrison,  from  Oshkosh.  Wisconsin.  Ni'Xt.  Levi 
Paruiely,  from  Wisconsin;  next  John  Rowley,  and  last,  E.  O.  Taylor,  who 
has  been  with  us  two  years.  The  present  membership  of  the  church  num- 
bers about  300. 

IOSCO    col  ^TV. 

•  Skction  1.  '/'In  I'dtjtJc  of  Ihr  State  of  Mi<hi</<in  enact,  That  the  county 
of  Iosco  shall  he  or.uanized.  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the 
lights,  iirivilojifs  and  immunities  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of 
other  organized  counties  of  this  ^^tate  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  said  county  of  Iosco,  on  the  iirst  Tues- 
day in  July  next,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which,  by  law,  the  said 
county  is  entitled;  and  said  election  and  canvass  shall,  in  all  respects-be 
conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for  (holding)  elec- 
tions and  canvass  for  county  and  State  officers:  Provided,  That  the  can- 
vass shall  be  held  on  the  Monday  next  following  said  election;  and  said 
county  officers  shall  immediately  be  (jualified  and  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices,  and  their  several  terms  of  office  shall  expire  at 
the  same  time  that  they  would  have  expired  had  they  been  elected  at  the 
last  general  election:  And  provided  further,  That  until  such  officers  are 
elected  and  qualified,  the  proper  officers  of  the  county  of  Saginaw  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  said  county  of  Iosco,  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Sec.  3.  The  board  of  canvassers  under  this  act  shall  consist  of  the  pre- 
siding inspectors  of  election  from  each  township  in  said  county,  who  shall 
organize  by  appointing  <me  of  their  number  chairman  and  another  secre- 
tary of  said  board,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the  duties 
of  a  board  of  county  canvassers  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  election  for  county 
officers. 

Sec.  4.  The  county  of  Iosco  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  upon 
Lake  Huron  and  Saginaw  IJay  with  the  other  counties  contiguous  thereto. 

Sec.  7.  The  county  seat  of  said  county  shall  be  established  by  the 
board  of  supervisors  at  Ottawas  Bay. 

Sec.  8.  The  inspectors  of  election  for  township  officers,  shall  also  be 
inspectors  of  election  for  county  officers. 

Approved  February  IG,  1857. 

Iosco. — An  iilegiliniiile  Indiiin  nnni<'  to  wliich  Schoolciaft  gave  the 
meaning  "water  of  light."'  Since  the  est;iblishmen(  of  the  county  seat  as 
named  in  the  foregoing  iicl  it  has  been  ic  located,  and  is  now  at  Tawas 
City  at  the  month  of  Tiiwus  i-iver,  on  the  noilh  shore  of  S;igiuaw  Bay. 
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IOWA    COUNTY. 

Be  it  cnnrtaJ  hj/  tJie  [Affislatirc  Council  of  the  Tcnitori/  of  Michif/an,  That 
from  aud  after  the  first  clay  of  January  next  ensuing,  all  that  part  of  the 
county  of  Crawford  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and 
embraced  within  the  following  boundaries,  namely:  Beginning  at  the 
mouth  of  Ouisconsin  river,  and  following  the  course  of  the  same,  so  as  to 
include  all  the  islands  in  said  river,  to  the  portage  between  the  said  Ouis- 
consin and  the  Fox  river,  thence  east  until  it  intersects  the  line  between 
the  counties  of  Brown  and  Crawford,  as  established  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  bearing  date  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  thence  south  with 
said  line  to  the  northern  boundar}-  of  Illinois,  thence  west  with  said 
boundary  to  the  Mississippi  river,  thence  up  said  river  with  the  boundary 
of  this  Territory,  to  the  i>lace  of  beginning,  shall  form  a  county  to  be 
called  the  county  of  Iowa. 

Sec.  2.  That  Samuel  W.  Beale  and  Lewis  (Jrrignon,  of  the  county  of 
Brown,  and  Joseph  M.  Street,  of  the  county  of  Crawford^  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  fix  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county  of  Iowa, 
and  they  are  required  to  i^erform  the  said  duty  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  next  ensuing,  at  such  place  within  said  county  as  to  them 
may  seem  best  calculated  for  the  public  interest,  being  first  sworn  to 
the  faithful  discharge  of  that  trust;  and  so  soon  as  they  shall  have  come 
to  a  determination  the  same  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  and  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  said  county,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record  the  same,  and 
the  place  thus  designated  shall  be  considered  the  seat  of  justice  of  said 
county. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  last  preceding  section 
of  this  act  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  each  per  day,  for  every  day  necessarily  employed  by  them  in.  the 
execution  of  the  duty  aforesaid;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  first  moneys  that 
may  come  into  the  treasury  of  said  count}'. 

Sec.  4.  That  in  the  event  of  the  said  commissioners  being  prevented, 
from  any  cause  whatever,  from  performing  the  duty  required  of  them 
by  this  act,  then  in  that  cai^e,  the  seat  of  justice  is  hereby  temporarily 
established  at  Mineral  Point,  in  said  county. 

Sec.  5.  That  there  shall  be  two  terms  of  the  county  court  of  said  county, 
annually.  The  first  term  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  June, 
and  the  second  term  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  December 
in  each  and  every  year. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  taxes  authorized  by  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  regu- 
late the  assessment  and  collection  of  territorial  taxes,-'  approved  Decem- 
ber thirty,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  are  hereby  re- 
mitted in  favor  of  said  count}'  of  Iowa,  and  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  same  shall  be  conformable  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
eighth  section  of  the  said  act. 

Sec.  7.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  county  of  Crawford,  or 
before  the  county  court  of  said  county,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
within  the  same,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  and 
all  taxes  heretofore  levied,  and  now  due,  shall  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  said  county  of  Iowa  had  not  been  organized. 

Approved  October  9,  1829. 
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Section  2.  Be  it  cnacttd  bif  the  Lctjislatiic  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  All  that  district  of  couuti y  boimded  north  by  the  middle  of  the 
AN'iseonsin  river,  west  by  the  Mi.ssis><ij»pi,  south  by  the  uorth  boundary  of 
Illinois,  and  east  by  the  principal  meridian  dividing  the  Green  bay  and 
^Yisconsin  land  districts,  shall  constitute  the  county  of  Iowa. 

Approved  September  C.  1S.''.4. 


ISABELLA    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enactdl  In/  the  Letfislatire  ('(iinieil  of  th<  Territorif  of  Micltif/on: 

Section  13.  That  the  county  included  within  the  following  limits,  to 
wit:  west  of  the  line  between  ranges  2  and  8  west;  east  of  the  line  be- 
tween ranges  0  and  7  west;  south  of  the  line  between  townships  16  and 
17,  and  north  of  the  line  between  townshijjs  12  and  18  north,  containing 
IG  townships.  Ije,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county 
by  the  name  of  Iwabcllji. 
Approved  March  2.  ls:{l. 

Skction  1.  '/'//<  l'rn/il(  of  the  State  of  Michiijau  emiet,  That  the  county 
of  Isabella  shall  be  ojganized,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all 
the  riglits  and  privileges  to  which  by  law  tlie  inhabitants  of  other 
organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Isabella.  (»ii  the  first 
Monday  of  Aj)ril,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine, 
all  the  several  county  otticers  to  which,  by  law,  the  said  county  is  entitled; 
the  said  election  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  man 
ner  prescribed  by  law  for  holding  elections  for  county  and  State  officers: 
I'roritled,  That  the  county  officers  so  to  be  elected  shall  be  (lualilied  and 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  tlieir  respective  offices  on  the  first  Monday  of 
Ma.v.  next  following  their  «'lection,  and  their  resjjective  terms  of  office 
shall  expire  at  the  time  jtrescribed  by  the  general  law. 

Sec.  8.  The  board  of  canvassers  in  said  county,  for  (he  first  election 
aforesaid,  shall  consist  <»f  the  juesiding  inspectors  of  election  from  each 
township  therein,  who  shall  meet  at  the  house  of  John  M.  Hursh,  in  the 
township  of  Isabella,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April  next  succeeding  the 
said  election,  and  organize  bv  appointing  one  of  their  number  chairman, 
and  another  secretaiy  of  said  boai'd,  and  shall  thereu|>on  ]iroceed  to  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases 
<A'  elections  for  county  and  Slate  olticers. 

Sec.  4.  The  county  of  Clare  is  hereliy  attached  to  the  county  of  Isabella 
f(U'  judicial  and  municipal  purposes,  and  to  the  township  of  Isabella  for 
township  jiurj>oses. 

Sec.  Ti.  Within  twenty  days  afl<'r  the  passage  of  this  a<t.  it  shall  be  the 
<luty  of  the  Secrelar.\  of  State  to  fransmit  by  mail  to  the  township  clerk  of 
the  townslii|i  of  Coe.  in  said  county  of  Isabella,  a  ceitilie(l  c(»|iy  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  C.  It  shall  be  the  cbity  of  the  township  clerk  of  said  township  of 
Coe,  to  notify  the  several  townshijt  clerks  of  the  .seveial  townships  of  said 
county  of  Isabella,  of  the  lime  of  holding  election  for  the  oflicers  ]»ro- 
vided  for  in  this  act.  and  of  the  several  officers  to  be  elected,  at  h'ast  ten 
days  prior  to  the  said  eleclion. 
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Sec.  7.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  contravening  the  provisions  of  this 
act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
Approved  February  11,  1859. 

Isabella. — Named  from  the  Queen  of  Spain,  the  illustrious  patroness 
of  Columbus.     Born,  1451;  died  1504. 

County  seat,  Mount  Pleasant,  settled  in  1861. 


ISLE    ROYAL    COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michi(/an  enact,  That  the  several 
islands  in  lake  Superior,  known  as  Isle  Royal,  and  the  islands  adjacent 
thereto,  shall  be  organized  into  a  separate  county^  by  the  name  of  Isle 
Royal,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  immunities  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  other  organized  coun- 
ties of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Isle  Royal,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  July  next,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which  by  law 
the  said  county  is  entitled,  and  the  said  election  and  the  canvass  thereof 
shall  in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
law  for  holding  elections  and  canvasses  for  county  and  State  offices: 
Provided,  That  the  canvass  of  such  election  shall  be  held  at  the  place  of 
holding  the  election  in  the  township  of  Isle  Royal,  on  the  Monday  next 
following  said  election,  and  said  county  officers  shall  immediately  be 
qualified  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  and  their 
several  terms  of  office  shall  expire  at  the  same  time  that  they  would  have 
expired  had  they  been  elected  at  the  last  general  election :  ^  And  provided 
further.  That  until  such  county  officers  are  duly  elected  and  qualified,  the 
duties  of  such  county  officers  shall  be  discharged  by  the  several  persons 
elected  to  fill  the  same  for  the  county  of  Keweenaw  at  the  last  general 
election. 

Sec.  3.  The  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county,  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  the  inspectors  of  elections  from  each  township  therein ;  and  said 
inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  time  and  place  designated  in  this  act,  and 
shall  organize  by  appointing  one  of  their  number  chairman,  and  another 
secretary  of  said  board,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the 
duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  election 
for  county  and  State  officers. 

Sec.  4.  The  sheriff,  county  clerk,  and  county  treasurer  of  said  county, 
to  be  elected  as  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  designate  a  suitable  place 
in  the  township  of  Isle  Royal  for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  said  county; 
they  shall  also  designate  suitable  places  in  the  same  township  (as  near  as 
practicable  to  the  place  designated  by  them  for  holding  the  circuit  court 
in  said  county)  for  holding  the  offices  of  the  sheriff,  county  clerk,  county 
treasurer,  register  of  deeds,  and  judge  of  probate  of  said  county,  until  the 
county-seat  for  said  county  shall  be  established,  and  shall  make  and  sub- 
scribe a  certificate  in  writing,  describing  the  place  thus  designated,  which 
certificate  shall  be  filed  and  safely  preserved  by  the  county  clerk;  and 
after  such  certificate  shall  be  thus  filed,  the  places  thus  designated  shall 
be  the  places  of  holding  the  circuit  court  and  county  officers  (offices),  until 
the  board  of  supervisors  shall  establish  the  county-seat  of  said  county, 
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and  until  suitable  ac'COinni<Mlati<tiis  shall  lie  lu-ovidcd  for  said  court  and 
cn'unty  utliios  at  the  founiy-soal ;  and  it  is  licrt'lty  niadi-  the  duty  of  the 
board  of  sniirrvisors  of  said  county,  on  or  after  the  year  1880,  to  designate 
and  (*si;iblisli  tiic  counly-soat  of  said  county. 

Sec.  5.  TIh-  said  county  of  Isle  Koyal  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction 
on  lake  Sui)erior  with  the  otlier  counties  contiguous  thereto. 

Sec.  G.  The  said  county  of  Isle  Royal  shall  constitute  a  i)art  of  the 
twelfth  judicial  circuit  of  Michigan. 

Se(  .  7.  This  act  shall  take  immediate  ctlect. 

Approved  March  \.  ls7.~). 


•lACKSOX    ("Ol  NTV. 

Section  .").  JJc  it  oiactcd  hji  the  Lcrjlshitirc  Council  of  the  Tvrritonj  of 
Michii/fUK  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  is  included  within  the  following 
limits,  viz.:  south  of  the  base  line,  and  north  of  the  line  between  town- 
ships four  and  tive  south  of -the  base  line,  and  west  (»f  tlie  line  between 
ranges  two  and  three  east  of  the  meridian,  and  east  of  the  line  between 
rang<'s  three  and  foui-  west  of  the  meridian,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
set  ott'  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name  thereof  shall  be  Jackson. 

Approved  October  20,  182!). 

To  His  E.rrrllriu'i/  JjCiris  ('<^s•.^;.  (iorcntoi   of  the  Tcrritor/f  of  Michiiinn: 

We,  the  undersigned  commissioners  a|t|»ointed  to  designate  the  county 
.M-at  of  the  county  of  Jack.son,  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  have 
executed  the  trust  reposed  in  us.  [Here  follows  a  glowing  description  of 
•lackson  county.]  Then  the  report  says:  In  pursuance  of  the  act  passed 
by  the  last  Legislative  Council,  a  territoiial  road,  called  the  St.  Josei)h's 
road,  was  last  winter  laid  directly  through  the  heart  of  the  Peninsula. 
*  *  *  *  *  Wher(>  this  road  cros.ses  (Irand  river,  about  seventy  miles 
west  of  Detroit,  and  thirty-five  mik^  from  Ann  Arbor,  a  fiourishing  vil 
lage  is  commenced,  and  the  proprietors  are  erecting  mills.  The  road  was 
opened  last  winter  as  far  west  as  Grand  river,  by  a  company  of  citizens  of 
.\nn  Arbor,  who,  together  with  the  commissioners,  gave  the  village  the 
name  of  .Tacksonl)urg.  We  speak  confidently  when  we  say  the  Stat<' 
cajtitol  will  be  at  Jacksonbiirg.  So  sanguine  were  we  in  our  belief,  that 
we  re(|uired  the  proprietors  to  apjuopriate  ten  acres  of  land  for  a  State 
House  s(|uaie  ♦  *  *  niiou  a  commanding  eminence  near  the  upper 
end  of  this  village;  at  a  i»oint  south  02  si.\  chains  fiom  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  southeast  (piarlerof  section  .*U,  town  2  south,  range  1  west, 
we  have  stuck  the  stake  for  the  county  seat.  The  projuietors  have  given 
a  court  house  sfpiai-e.  a  jniblic  s«piare,  four  meeting  house  s(|uai'es.  one 
c(»llege  s(piare.     .Ml  of  wliich  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

"  oi.ivKH  wiiri.M(n:i«:. 

UKTHTKL  F.\KKA\I>, 
.lOXA.  F.  STKATTOX. 

March  .".Isl.  Js.'JO. 

lie  it  ( iKKltd  1)1/  tin   Li  yi.shilirr  Cindiiil  of  the  Tdlitinji  of  M  iiliii/on.   That 
the  county  of  Jackson  shall  be  organized  from  an<l  after  ijic  taking  efTect 
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of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges,  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  this 
Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions^  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  the  courts  of  record  of  Washtenaw  county,  or  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  said  county  of  Washtenaw,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judg- 
ment and  execution,  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied,  or  which  may  be  here- 
after levied  for  the  year  1832,  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as 
though  the  said  county  of  Jackson  had  not  been  organized. 

Sec.  3.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
first  dav  of  August  next. 

Approved  June  26th,  1832. 


ACT  TO   INCORPORATE  THE   TOWNSHIP  OP  JACKSONOPOLIS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  That  all  that  part  of  the  country,  being  within  the  limits  of  the 
count}'  of  Jackson,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  town- 
ship, and  the  name  thereof  shall  be  Jacksonopolis. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  first  township  meeting,  to  be  held  in  said  township, 
shall  be  held,  at  the  dwelling  house  of  J.  W.  Bennett,  in  said  township, 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  August,  1830. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  officers,  who  shall  be  appointed  in  said  township  shall 
transact  the  business  of  said  township,  in  all  things  as  far  as  may  be,  in 
the  same  manner,  as  they  were  by  law  required  to  do,  if  they  had  been 
elected  at  the  annual  township  meeting:  Provided,  The  officers  who  may 
be  appointed  at  said  special  township  meeting,  shall  not  hold  their  offices, 
longer  than  until  the  first  Monday  in  April,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Approved  July  30th,  1830. 

An  act  of  the  Legislative  Council,  approved  February  18th,  1831, 
changes  the  name  of  Jacksonopolis  to  Jacksonburg. 

Jackson. — So  named  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  from 
1829  to  1837. 

County  seat,  Jackson,  which  became  an  incorporated  city  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  approved  February  11,  1857. 


KALAMAZOO    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislntive  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Section  7.  That  so  much  of  the  country  as  lies  south  of  the  base  line, 
and  north  of  the  line  between  townships  4  and  5  south  of  the  base  line, 
and  west  of  the  line  between  ranges  eight  and  nine  west  of  the  meridian, 
and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  twelve  and  thirteen  west  of  the 
meridian,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county^  and 
the  name  thereof  shall  be  Kalamazoo. 

Approved  October  29,  1829. 
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Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lcyiahitice  Council  of  the  Ttrritury  of 
Michigan,  Thai  (ho  couuty  of  KaUiimizoo  shall  be  oigauized  froin  aud 
after  the  taking  etlect  of  this  act,  aud  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled 
to  all  the  lights  and  lu-ivileges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  organized  counties  of  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  there  shall  be  a  county  court  established  in  the  said 
county,  which  court  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  October,  in  each 
year. 

Sec.  3.  That  a  circuit  court  shall  also  be  held  in  the  said  county,  and 
that  the  several  acts  concerning  the  supreuK',  circuit,  and  county  courts 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  defining  their  jurisdiction  and  powers,  and 
directing  the  pleadings  and  practice  therein  in  certain  cases,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  made  ai)plicable  to  the  circuit  court  in  the  aforesaid 
county  of  Kalamazoo. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  said  county  of  Kalamazoo  shall  be  one  circuit,  and  the 
court  for  the  same  shall  l>e  held,  hereafter  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Septem- 
ber in  eacli  year. 

Sec.  o.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  the  circuit  or  county  courts,  of  the  county  of  St.  Joseph,  or  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  tinal  judg- 
ment and  execution;  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  or  which  may  here- 
after be  levied  for  the  year  18;>0,  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as 
though  the  said  county  of  Kalanuizoo  had  not  been  organized. 

Sec.  G.  That  the  circuit  and  county  courts  shall  be  held  at  the  county 
seat,  at  the  court  house  or  other  usual  place  of  holding  courts  therein: 
Provided,  That  the  first  term  of  said  courts  shall  be  holden  at  the  house 
of  Abraham  J.  Shaver,  in  said  county:  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  circuit  and  county  courts  to  adjourn  the  first  term  of  said 
courts  from  the  house  of  said  Shaver  to  such  other  place  in  said  county 
as  to  said  courts  may  appear  expedient. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  counties  of  Calhoun,  IJarry,  and  Eaton,  and  all  tin- 
country  lying  north  of  township  four,  north  of  the  base  line,  west  of  the 
principal  meridian,  south  of  the  county  of  Michilinuickinac,  and  east  of 
the  line  between  ranges  twelve  and  tlwrteen,  and  of  lake  Michigan,  where 
said  range  line  interesects  the  lake,  shall  be  attached  to  and  compose  a 
part  of  the  county  of  Kalamazoo  for  judicial  j)urposes. 

Sec.  8.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  now  in  force  contravening  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed.  This  act 
shall  take  etlect  and  be  in  force  from  aud  after  the  first  day  of  October, 
1830. 

Approved  July  :{n,  1830. 

Kalamazoo,  derived  from  the  Indian  name  of  the  river  Ke-Kennmazoo 
(the  boiling  i)otj. 

County  scat,  Kalamazoo, — first   IJronson,  then  changed  to  Kaiamazot). 
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MEMORY   OP 


Mrs.  IRENE  L.  KELLOGa, 


BOEN  IN  WAEEEN,  HEEKIMEE  COUNTY,  NEW  YOEK. 


^VPRIl  .     1803. 


AND  DIED  IN  KALAMAZOO, 


M^RCH    31,    187G. 


IN" 


MEMOfiY   OF 


SHERMAN    HAWLEY 


BORN    IN    MIDDLEBURY,     VERMONT, 


FEBRXJ^i^RY    lO,    1830, 


AND  DIED  IN  KAI.AMAZOO, 


M:^VY     18,    1875. 


IN 


MIilMORY    OF 


ALFRED    THOMAS, 


BORN  IN  LEDYAUD,  CAYUGA  COUNTY.  NEW  YORK, 


JA.lSrXJAR,Y    20,    1811. 


AJND  DIED  IN  KALAMAZOO, 


1875. 
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KALAMAZOO     COUNTY. 

BY    GEORGE    TORRY. 

i 

The  first  settlement  of  Kalamazoo  county  dates  back  to  1828.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year,  Bazil  Harrison,  with  his  family  of  sons  and  daughters, 
with  a  desirable  collection  of  household  goods,  arrived  on  Prairie  Ronde 
and  settled  on  the  timbered  marge  by  the  side  of  a  little  lake,  which  he 
called  after  his  name.  Harrison  was  born  in  Maryland ;  w^ent  w- hen  young 
to  Virginia_,  then  to  Pennsylvania,  then  to  Clark  county,  Ohio^  and  in 
his  58th  3'ear  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  lived  till  August  30,  1874,  dying 
at  the  great  age  of  103.  He  was  a  nephew^  of  Benj.  Harrison,  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  cousin  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  was  a  model  pioneer,  and  lived  loved  and  respected  by  all.  He 
was  our  first  county  judge.  He  is  the  hero  of  one  of  Cooper's  most  thril- 
ling stories^ — the  Bee  Hunter,  With  Judge  Harrison  came  his  son-in-law, 
Henry  Whipple,  and  a  man  named  Davidson ;  and  in  the  following  winter, 
Abram  J.  Shaver^  a  very  eccentric  character,  and  Erastus  Guelford;  and 
to  the  new  settlement  were  added  William  Duncan,  Christopher  Bair, 
Greorge  Brown,  Abner  Calhoun,. John  Inslay,  and  others;  so  that  by  the 
spring  of  1830  there  was  a  circle  of  settlers  about  the  border  of  Prairie 
Ronde,  and  at  the  island  in  Schoolcraft_,  numbering  some  sixty  families, 
including  Dr.  Nathan  N.  Thomas.  E.  Lakin  Brown,  Delamore  Duncan, 
Dr.  David  E.  Brown^  Henry  and  Pelick  Stevens,  Abial  Fellows,  Stephen 
Hoyt,  Rev.  Benj.  Taylor,  Jas.  Bair,  Robert  Trakes,  E.  H.  Lothrop,  G.  V.  N. 
Lothro'p,  and  others,  arrived.  A  township  organization,  the  first  in  the 
county,  was  formed,  and  on  the  4th  of  April  a  meeting  w^as  held  at  the 
house  of  Abram  Calhoun,  at  which  Edwin  H.  Lothrop  (brother  of  G.  V.  N. 
Lothrop,  of  Detroit)  was  elected  supervisor^  Hosea  B.  Huston  township 
clerk^  and  the  other  offices  filled.  In  June,  1829,  Titus  Bronson  came  to 
the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Kalamazoo,  and  soon  built  a  shanty,  pre- 
empting a  large  share  of  the  jjlain  upon  which  the  village  is  located,  the 
little  hamlet  being  named  Bronson,  after  its  founder.  In  1830,  a  man 
named  Nathan  Harrison,  son  of  Bazil,  settled  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
near  the  foot  of  Main  street.  Soon  after  came  Wm.  Harris,  William 
Mead,  and  Elisha  Hall.  Supplies  were  obtained  from  the  French  trader 
whose  "post"  was  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Kalamazoo  river,  where  is  now 
the  site  of  the  Riverside  Cemetery.  In  1831,  Dr.  Jonathan  Abbott,  David 
S.  Dillie,  Elias  and  John  Mead,  Hosea  B.  Huston,  Rodney  Seymour,  Gen. 
Justis  Burdick,  and  Cyren  Burdick.  On  Gull  Prairie,  in  1830,  a  colony 
from  Ohio,  headed  by  Col.  Isaac  Barnes,  was  located,  from  w^hich  came 
in  after  time  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  county,  tnough 
Prairie  Ronde  has  given  its  share  and  more  of  eminent  citizens.  This 
Gull  Prairie  colony  consisted  of  Col.  Isaac  Barnes,  Wm.  Giddings,  John 
Barnes,  Seldon  Norton,  James  Porter,  Orville  Barnes,  Cornelius  Northrop, 
Hazael  Hoag,  Orlando  Mead,  David  S.  Dillie,  Wm.  Logan,  Wm.  Jones, 
John  F.  Gilkey,  Mumford  Eldred,  Jr.,  Levi  S.  White,  Calvin  White,  Sam- 
uel Brown,  Simeon  Mills,  Isaac  Briggs,  Philip  Gray,  Philip  Corey,  Samuel 
Boyles,  Wm.  Plummer,  and  A.  S.  Parker. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory,  approved  October 
2.9th,  1829,  the  boundaries  and  name  of  Kalamazoo  county  were  fixed; 
and  by  an  act  approved  November  4th,  1829,  "the  counties  of  Kalamazoo, 
Branch,  Barry,  and  Eaton,  and  all  the  country  lying  north  of  township 
four  north  of  the  base  line,  west  of  the  principal  meridian,  south  of  the 
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county  of  Micbiliraackinac  and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  twelve 
and  thirteen,  and  of  Lake  Miclii<ian  whore  said  ranj^e  line  intersects  the 
lake,  shall  be  attached  to  and  comi)ose  a  part  of  the  county  of  St.  Joseph." 

By  another  act  approved  the  next  day,  viz.:  November  15th,  1829,  "the 
counties  of  Kalamazoo  and  IJa'iy.  and  all  the  country  lying  north  of  the 
«ame.  which  are  attached  to  and  compose  a  part  of  the  county  of  St. 
Josejdi^  shall  form  a  townshiji  l>y  the  name  of  Brady,  and  the  first  town- 
ship meeting  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Abram  J.  Shaver  in  said  town- 
ship." The  first  township  organization  of  this  region  was  named  Brady, 
and  ante-dates  the  subsequent  and  simultaneous  formation  of  Arcadia 
iind  Brady  townships  within  the  county  limits. 

By  an  act  approved  July  ?.0,  1830,  the  eight  town.ships  constituting  the 
north  half  of  the  county  were  organized  as  one  township  under  the  name 
of  Arcadia,  and  the  eight  townships  constituting  the  south  half  were 
similarly  organized  under  the  name  of  Brady. 

.  By  an  act  approved  also  on  the  :l()th  day  of  July,  1830,  Kalamazoo 
founty  was  organized  and  to  it  were  attached,  for  judicial  purposes,  the 
counties  of  Calhoun,  Barry,  and  Eaton.  Bazil  Harrison,  Titus  Bronson, 
and  Stephen  Hoyt  were  the  first  judges  of  its  county  court,  and  Wm. 
iMincan  was  its  clerk,  all  having  been  commissioned  by  Governor  Cass 
the  same  year.  By  the  provisions  of  the  act,  the  first  term  of  the  county 
(•(Uirt  was  lield  at  the  house  of  A])ram  J.  Shaver,  located  on  the  west  side 
ot  Prairie  Bonde,  on  the  "third  Monday  of  October"  of  the  same  year,  and 
l>y  a  provision  of  the  act  permitting  it,  its  sessions  were  adjourned  to  the 
school  house  near  John  Insley's.  in  Brady  township,  also  on  the  west  side 
of  Prairie  Konde.  The  second  term  of  the  court,  however,  was  held  at 
Kalamazoo.  In  January,  1831,  the  county  seat  was  located,  by  commis- 
sioners ai)]>ointed  by  Governor  Cass,  at  Bronson,  and  this  location  was 
officially  confirmed  by  proclamation  of  Stevens  T.  ^Ma.son,  Secretary  and 
acting  Governor,  on  the  12th  day  of  May.  1831.  The  iirecise  location  of 
the  court  house  is  thus  described  in  the  report  made  by  the  (  ommissioners 
1o  Governor  Cass. 

"\  spot  was  «  ♦  *  selected  on  an  eminence  near  the  center  of  the 
southwest  (juarter  of  section  fifteen,  town  two  south,  of  range  eleven  west, 
owned  by  Titus  lironson.  Es(|/'  '-Mr.  Bronson  has  agreed,''  says  the  re- 
]tort,  "to  lay  out  a  village  and  place  upon  the  proper  records  a  i)lan  or  map 
1  hereof,  duly  acknowledged,  with  the  following  ]»ieces  of  land  proi)erly 
niarke*!  and  set  ainut  in  said  map  or  i)laii  for  jaiblic  use,  viz.:  One  square 
of  sixteen  rods  for  the  court  house;  one  square  of  sixteen  rods  for  a  jail: 
one  square  of  sixteen  rods  for  an  academy;  one  square  of  eight  rods  for 
common  schools;  one  square  of  two  acres  for  a  public  burial  ground,  and 
four  squares  of  eight  rods  each  for  the  first  four  religious  denominations 
that  become  incoiporated  in  said  village  agreeable  lo  the  statute  of  the 
Territory." 

1\}  an  act  apjtroved  June  L'fMli,  ls;{2.  I  lie  townsliiji  of  liichland  was  set 
olT  from  Arcadia  and  made  to  consist  of  the  four  townships  now  called 
Bichland,  Boss,  Comstock.  and  Charleston,  and  its  first  election  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Caleb  I':idr<-d.  who  recently  died,  venerable  in  character 
:ind  in  years.  On  March  7th.  1831,  the  township  of  Comstock  was  set  off 
lioni  Bichland.  and  made  to  consist  of  what  is  now  Comsto<k  and  Charles- 
ton, iind  also  of  (Mim;ix,  set  off  from  the  township  of  Brady.  Its  first  ehv- 
lion  was  held  at  the  hotise  of  James  Bennett.     Comstock's  first  settlers 
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were  Wm.  Tolland,  Nathaniel  Matthews,  Ralph  Tuttle,  Sherman  Cum- 
mings,  George  Townsend,  Caleb  Eldred,  Samuel  Percival,  Hiram  Moore 
and  others  in  1830  and  Horace  H.  Comstock  and  others  in  1831. 

March  2d,  1836^  the  name  of  the  township  of  Arcadia  was  changed  to 
Kalamazoo.  March  23d,  1836,  the  township  of  Pavilion  was  set  off  from 
the  original  Brady  township,  and  was  made  to  consist  of  what  is  now 
Pavilion  and  Portage,  and  its  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Moses 
Austin. 

The  township  of  Pavilion  was  first  settled  in  1834  by  Caleb  Vorce,  soon 
followed  by  Chester  eTohnson  and  Elijah  Smith,  and  at  the  same  date 
Prairie  Ronde,  as  it  now  remains,  was  also  set  off  from  Brady,  and  its 
first  election  was  to  be  held  (for  so  reads  the  act)  "at  the  house  of  Abram 
J.  Shaver."  It  has  therefore  the  honor,  first  of  all  the  townships  in  the 
county,  of  being  thought  able  to  stand  alone. 

March  11,  1837,  Cooper  was  set  off  from  old  Arcadia, — now  Kalamazoo, 
— township,  and  was  made  to  consist  of  what  are  now  Cooper  and  Alamo. 
Its  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Elijah  Woodworth.  Coopei 
(named  for  the  novelist)  was  first  settled  in  1834  by  Dr.  D.  E.  Demming 
and  in  the  following  year  he  was  followed  by  Allen  Smith,  Jas.  Ferguson. 
Patrick  Bunberry,  Mason  Matthew,  Joseph  Skinner,  Ephriam  Delano^ 
Barney  Earl,  and  others.  All  the  foregoing  townships  were  organized  by 
acts  of  the  Territorial  Legislature.  In  1837  Michigan  was  made  a  State; 
nnd  by  an  act  passed  by  the  State  Legislature,  and  approved  December 
30,  1837,  Climax  was  set  off  from  Comstock,  and  its  first  election  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Daniel  B.  Eldred. 

March  6th,  1838,  Alamo  was  set  off  from  Cooper,  and  its  first  election 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Seth  C.  Whitlock.  The  first  in  Alamo  were 
Solomon  Case,  Wm.  Finch,  Julius  Hackley,  the  Messrs.  Whitlock,  Robt. 
Densmore,  Mahlon  Everett,  and  George  Kirtland  all  in  1835.  The  first 
in  Brady  settled  in  1835,  and  were  Lorenzo  Stowell.  Benjamin  Tuttle, 
Bradley  Williams,  and  Elisha  Doan.  Portage  was  set  off  from  Pavilion, 
and  its  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Elijah  Root.  In  1830  Port- 
age became  the  home  of  Herring,  Mead,  and  Harris,  and  were  followed 
in  1831  by  Jonas  Woodard,  John  E.  Howard,  the  Cooleys,  Caleb  Sweet- 
land,  the  Eastlands.  Moses  Austin,  and  his  sons  Wm.  G.  and  Benj.  F. 
Charleston  was  set  off  from  Comstock,  and  held  its  first  election  at  the 
house  of  Wm.  Earl.  Charleston  was  first  occupied  by  Wm.  Earl  in  1831, 
and  among  those  that  soon  followed  were  Wm.  Harrison,  Lovell  and 
Hiram  Moore^  Wm.  Eldred,  Robert  Burdick,  Robert  and  Jos.  Whitford, 
and  Asa  Gunn.  Texas  was  set  off  from  old  Brady,  and  its  first  election 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Albert  G.  Towers.  The  township  of  Texas  was 
settled  about  1834  and  1835  by  Wm.  Harris,  Eli  Douglas,  the  Rix  family, 
O.  C.  Hill,  A.  G.  Towers,  John  J.  Howard,  James  Weed,  the  McElroys, 
Hopes,  Wagers,  Luces,  and  others. 

March  21st,  1839,  Ross  township  was  set  off  from  Richland,  and  its  first 
election  was  held  at  the  house  of  F.  D.  Pierce.  Ross  was  entered  in  1831 
by  Barnes  and  Lake,  and  soon  after  they  were  followed  by  Horace  H. 
Peck,  George  Torry,  Dr.  U.  Upjohn,  and  others. 

March  22, 1839,  Oshtemo  was  set  off  from  Kalamazoo,  and  its  first  elec- 
tion was  held  at  the  house  (for  so  says  the  act)  of  "Mr.  Lake."  In  1829-30 
Enoch  Harris,  a  highly  intelligent  and  respectable  colored  man,  made  the 
first  settlement  in  Oshtemo,  Elias  and  Anthony  Cooley  soon  following, 
also  John  Hascall,  Niel  Hinds.  Clark  Kellogg.  Isaac  and  Wm.  Gibbs,  and 
Benjamin  Drake^  the  latter  being  the  first  settler  on  Grand  Prairie. 
27 
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February  IGth,  1841'.  tht*  name  of  Brady  township  was  (•li;iii«it(l  to 
Schoolcraft,  and  the  two  towns  now  called  Brady  and  Wakcsiniia  were 
set  otT  from  the  former  or^aiii/at ion  of  Jiiady.  or  what  was  left  of  it,  and 
to  them  was  *i\\vu  the  orij^inal  townshijt  name  of  Brady,  and  its  election 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Kobert  JenUinson.  \\'akeshnia.  by  an  act  ap 
pi-oved  March  '27>\\\,  lS4(i.  was  set  otf  frctm  Urady,  and  held  her  tirst  elec- 
tion at  the  house  of  Jacob  J.  Gardner.  W'akeshma  was  the  last  to  be 
settled  and  organized,  but  it  is  now  no  lagj^ard.  having  already  passed  in 
wealth  and  poj)ulation  several  of  its  older  sisters.  Among  its  tirst  set- 
tlers were  flacob  J.  Gardner.  Benj.  At  wood,  and  S.  Freydenburg. 

In  ISU  Mr.  Henry  Gilbert  removed  the  "Michigan  Statesman"  from 
White  Pigeon  to  this  place,  and  changed  its  name  to  "Kalamazoo 
Gazette."  In  ISMS  tlu'  "Kahimazoc)  Whig"  N\as  established,  and  soon  gave 
place  to  the  "^^'estern  Banner"  that  lived  and  throve  during  the  campaign 
of  1840.  and  soon  after  Ilitted  existence.  In  Sejiteniber,  1844,  the  "Kala- 
mazo(<  Telegraph''  was  established  by  H.  B.  Miller  (now  Buffalo  Miller  of 
Chicago),  and  in  November  of  the  same  year  Geo.  Torry  became  a  jiart 
owner  and  editor,  remaining  connected  thei-ewith  till  18r)0.  The  railroad 
was  finished  to  this  |»lace  early  in  Fel)iuaiy,  184(1.  at  which  time  Kalama- 
zoo contained  a  jtopulation  of  nearly  M.OOO.  The  college  was  established 
here  in  18;{8. — tirst  as  a  branch  of  the  State  University,  and  afterward  as 
a  college  under  Baptist  ausi)ices. 

The  early  settlers  of  the  county  were  men  of  intelligence  and  enterprise, 
with  such  leaders  as  caused  schools  and  the  amenities  of  older  counties  to 
spring  up  abuinbintly.  Ilosea  B.  Huston  established  the  lirst  store  in 
Kalam;izo()  village  in  18:{1,  Hon.  E.  Lakin  Brown  and  Tliaddeus  Smith 
being  his  paitners,  the  main  store  of  which  this  was  a  branch  having 
previously  Ikm'Ii  established  at  Schoolcr.ift.  Dr.  Abbott  was  tirst  post- 
master and  jthysician.  General  Justus  Biirdick,  Lucius  Lyon,  and  Thos. 
C.  Sheldon  early  I)ecame  joint  proprietors  of  Kalamazoo  village.  They. 
with  Hon.  II.  G.  Wells,  E.  L.  Brown,  and  the  Smiths  of  Schoolcrali  and 
I'rairie  R(»nde.  did  much  to  lay  bi-oad  and  dee])  the  founcbitions  of  the 
cnuniy  in  the  way  of  advancement  and  civilization.  In  18:54  the  land 
otlice  was  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  and  the  village  grew  ra|»idly  under 
the  inlluence  of  the  land  speculation.  T.  ^^^  Willnrd.  Theo.  V.  Sheldon. 
I-awicnce  \"enderwalkei'.  Gyrene  and  Justus  I'urdick,  Hosea  B.  Huston, 
the  late  Gov.  Ransom  and  Sam.  H.  Ransom.  A.  T.  Brouty,  Hoiace  Slark- 
tVfiither,  Alex.  Cameron.  Stephen  Vickery,  Abraham  Edwai-ds,  the  At 
Lees,  Knior  Hawley.  Frederick  IJooher,  Cyrus  Lovell.  Henry  Gilb<'rt.  H.  II. 
(^'omstock,  John  Hascall.  Anthony  Cooley.  Caleb  Sweetland.  <'aleb  Sher- 
man. Kev.  .Mr.  I{obe.  the  tiist  minister  here.  H(dtl.  Mclnt(»sli.  Titus  Hron- 
son.  heacon  Heydenbnrk.  John  I'.  Marsh.  Kev.  Gvfus  Woodbury.  Cyi-ene 
Burdick.  Rev.  Jeremiah  llull.  L.  H.  Trask.  F.  W.  Curlenius  all  the  men 
composing  the  colony  at  Gull  IMairie.  and  setth'rs  in  other  ]iarts  of  the 
county,  contributed  their  full  sliai'e  to  the  early  opening  of  the  wilderness 
here  i\r\(^  making  its  fame  known  abroad.  The  Kalania/oo  Iloiisi-  was 
fpened  in  1S;*,'J.  Several  stores  were  soon  after  estaldislicd.  Mechanics 
of  vai'ioiis  soils  loc;itr-d  here  and  found  plenty  to  do;  the  soil  yielded 
abundantly,  and  |)rosperity  shone  n|Min  the  colony  (ill  after  the  land  spec- 
ulation in  18:{r»,  '.'{((.  and  '.'57.  and  liere  was  one  of  its  liveliest  cenleis. 
Courts  were  established.  Such  lawyers  as  Gov.  Ransom,  ('has.  F.  Siuait. 
Joseph  Miller.  Ji-.,  ("yius  f.ovejl,  \.  .\.  Pi.-ilcli.  and  others  Inniid  umk  and 
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fees  in  the  wide  circuit  of  tliat  date,  embracing  nearly  all  of  western 
Michigan. 

The  growth  of  Kalamazoo  county  has  not  been  rapid,  but  it  has  been 
steady  and  healthful.  The  population  is  now  32^284,  and  its  people  are  as 
thriving  and  prosperous  as  in  any  county  in  the  State.  The  land  is  very 
fertile,  the  timber  is  abundant^  the  character  of  the  buildings  and  the 
improvement  of  the  farms  is  first  class,  and  the  model  farmers  of  Mich- 
igan live  here.  There  are  three  large  villages,  Kalamazoo,  Schoolcraft, 
and  Galesburg^  and  several  smaller  ones  like  Augusta^  Yorkville,  Gull 
Corners,  Ashland,  Climax,  etc.  Kalamazoo  village  has  now  a  popula- 
tion of  13,000,  and  is  steadily  increasing.  Verily  the  pioneers  in  looking 
back  over  the  40  years  they  have  spent  in  this  land  may  well  feel  proud 
of  their  efforts^  their  labors^  and  their  influence,  in  beholding  the  high 
state  of  civilization,  the  excellent  condition  of  society,  and  the  material 
wealth  and  prosperity  which  Kalamazoo  county  now  possesses. 

THE     YOUNG     PIONEER. 

The  following  was  written  by  E.  Lakin  Brown,  to  be  sung  at  the  pioneer 
meeting  at  Kalamazoo,  August  31st,  1876^  and  was  set  to  music  by  Jonas 
Allen: 


Ob.  bright  were  the  hopes  of  the  young  pioneer, 
And  sweet  was  the  joy  that  came  o'er  him, 

For  his  heart   it  was   brave,   and   strong   was   his   arm, 
And  a  broad,  fertile  land  lay  before  him. 

II. 

And  there  by  his  side  was  his  heart's  chosen  bride, 

Who  want  and  privation  knew  never; 
From  kindred  and  home  he  had  borne  her  awaj% 

To  be  guarded  and  cherished  forever. 

III. 

A  drear  home  for  a  bride  is  the  wilderness  wide. 

Her  heart  to  old  memories  turning. 
And  lonely  and  sad  and  o'er  burdened  with  care. 

For  kindred  and  sympathy  yearning. 

IV. 

Then  stern  was  the  task,  and  long  was  the  toil, 

Tain  longing  for  all  that  was  needed. 
Yet  bravely  their  toils  and  privations  were  borne, 

As  the  wilderness  slowly  receded. 

V. 

But  the  years  rolled  away  and  prosperity  came. 

Wealth  and  ease  on  frugality  founded; 
Now  the  husband  and  wife  tread  the  down-hill  of  life 

By  brave  sons  and  fair  daughters  surrounded. 

VI. 

And  the  young  pioneer  has  grown  stooping  and  gray, 
And  he  marvels  his  limbs  are  no  stronger; 

And  the  cheek  of  the  bride  is  now  sallow  and  thin, 
And  her  eyes  beam  with  brightness  no  longer. 
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VII. 

All  honor  and  praise  to  the  old  pioneers; 

You  never  may  know  all  their  story; 
What  they  found  but  a  desert  a  garden  became, 

And  their  toil  and  success  is  their  glory. 


KALKASKA  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  Tlic  J^roiilr  of  the  State  of  Micliuian  enact.  That  the  county 
of  Kalkaska,  consisting  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the  present  county 
of  Kalkaska,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized  into  a  separate  county 
by  the  name  of  Kalkaska,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  to  which  by  law  the  inhab- 
itants of  other  organized  counties  in  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  The  unorganized  county  of  Crawford  shall  be  attached  to  the 
county  of  Ivalkaska  for  municii)al  and  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  6.  Said  county  shall  be  in  the  thirteenth  judicial  circuit. 

Approved  January  27,  1871. 

County-seat,  Kalkaska. 

KANOTIN  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate   and   House   of  Fepresentatives   of  the   State   of 

Mich  iff  an: 

Sec.  14.  That  })ortion  of  the  State  lying  in  towns  21,  22,  23  and  24 
north,  and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  4  and  5  east,  shall  be  laid  off 
as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of 
Kanotin. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

lie  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Mich  iyan : 

Sec.  G.  The  name  of  the  county  of  Ranotin  as  now  organized  hy  law  is 
changed  to  that  of  Iosco. 

Approved  March  8,  1843. 

KAUTAWAUBET  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  licprescntatiies  of  the  State  of 

Mich  igan : 

Sec.  10.  That  portion  of  the  State  embraced  in  towns  21,  22,  23  and  24 
north,  of  range  I),  10,  11  and  12  west,  shall  be  laid  olT  as  a  sei)arate  county, 
to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of  Kaulawanbet. 

Ai)proved  Aj.ril  1.  ISJO. 

]ic  it  enacted  hy  thr  Senafc  and  House  of  Representatirrs  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  4.  The  name  of  the  county  of  liautawaubet  as  now  organized  by 
law  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Wexford. 

Approved" March  S,  1843. 
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KAYKAKEE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  8.  That  portion  of  tlie  State  embraced  in  towns  17,  18,  19,  and  20 
north,  of  ranges  3^  4^  5,  and  6  west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county, 
to  be  known  and  designated  as  Kaykakee. 

Approved  April  1,  1810. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  16.  The  name  of  the  county  of  Raykakee,  as  now  organized  by  law, 
is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Clare. 

Approved  March  8,  1843. 


KESKKAUKO  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan : 

Sec.  27.  That  portion  of  the  State  lying  in  the  towns  33,  34,  35,  and  36 
north,  and  west  of  the  line  between  ranges  3  and  4  west,  shall  be  laid  off 
as  a  separate  county  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of  Kesk- 
kauko. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  14.  That  the  county  of  Reshkanko,  as  now  organized  by  law,  is 
hereby  changed  to  that  of  Charlevoix. 

Approved  March  8, 1843. 

KENT  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  That 
the  country  included  within  the  following  limits,  to  wit:  west  of  the  line 
betw^een  ranges  8  and  9,  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  12  and  13  west 
of  the  meridian,  south  of  the  line  between  townships  8  and  9,  and  north 
of  the  line  between  townships  4  and  5  north  of  the  base  line,  containing 
16  townships,  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county, 
by  the  name  of  Kent. 

Approved  March  2,  1831. 

Section  2.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Kent  shall  be  organized  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  inhabitants  of  other  counties. 

Sec.  3.  All  suits,  prosecutions  and  other  matters  now  pending  before 
any  court  of  record,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  to 
which  the  county  of  Kent  is  now  attached  for  judicial  purposes,  shall  be 
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prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  and  all  taxes  heretofore 
levied  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  thou;^h  this  act  had  not 
passed. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
first  ^londay  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  iliirty-six. 

Ai)proved  Marcli  L'4.  1836. 

Kent. — This  county  was  named  from  Chancellor  Kent,  a  celebrated 
jurist  of  New  York.     Born  170:?:  died  1817. 

The  county-seat  is  at  Grand  Kajjids.  the  second  city  in  size  in  the  State. 
The  poj)ulation  in  1874  was  25,08!).  Incorporated  as  a  city  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  April  2d.  1850. 


PHYSICAL     (JEOGRAPIIY     OF     KENT     COUNTY., 

BY   HON.    JOHN   BALL   OF   GRAND    RAPIDS. 

Kent  county  originally  comj)ris<'d  but  10  surveyed  towns,  the  sanu'  as 
Ionia;  but  in  1839  or  '40  a  few  settlers  had  gone  into  town  0  north,  range 
10  west,  who  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  take  from  the  county  of  Oceana 
and  attach  to  Kent  the  other  eight  townships,  forming  the  north  part  of 
Kent  county,  so  that  from  that  time  it  has  consisted  of  24  townships, 
which  by  the  U.  S.  survey  are  townships  5.  6.  7,  8,  !>,  and  10  north,  of 
ranges  0.  10,  11,  and  12  west  from  the  intersection  of  the  base  ami  merid- 
ian lines  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  city  of  Grand  Rapids  is  in  township  7  north,  ranges  11  and  12  west. 
The  range  is  Division  street.  The  first  constitution  gave  to  the  unorgan- 
ized counties,  Ottawa,  Kent.  Ionia,  and  (Minton,  one  representative.  Kent 
was  organized  for  judicial  ])urposes.  i)robably,  at  the  first  session  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  those  other  counties  attached  to  it,  they  not  being 
organized  for  some  time. 

When  the  election  for  the  representative  took  j>la('e  in  tlie  fall  of  1837 
1hoi-e  were  but  five  organized  townshijis  in  the  four  counties.  None  in 
Ottawa,  for  the  voters  liad  to  come  to  Kent  to  vote,  and  in  that  county  but 
two, — Kent  and  Byron,  the  latter  comprising  townships  5  and  0  north, 
range  12  west,  and  Kent  the  rest  of  the  county  south  of  the  Grand  River, 
for  tile  country  north  of  that  river  was  ])urchased  from  the  Indians  only 
the  year  before,  and  had  not  yet  been  surveyed.  In  Ionia,  range/O.  was 
the  town  of  M;iple.  the  rest  was  Ionia;  and  the  county  of  Clinton  made 
the  one  town  of  DeWitt.  In  the  wliole  disti-ict  there  were  some  700  or 
800  votes,  all  told. 

Kent  county  settled  slowly  until  after  the  lands  granted  by  Congress 
for  internal  improvements  were  put  into  market  by  the  State  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1843.  Tlw  nominal  i)rice  was  the  same  as  the  government  lands, 
?1.2."  per  .'icre.  But  the  oldigations  calh'd  warrants. — taken  in  ]tayment 
for  tlu'se  liinds, — could  be  purchased  for  40  cents  on  th(»  dolhir.  which 
brought  the  cost  of  the  hinds  at  50  cents  the  acre.  This  low  cost  of  lands 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  immigrants,  all  then  bouml  fhroiKjh  ][irhi- 
fjnn  to  what  were  thought  better  lands  farther  west.  Btit  on  looking  at 
these  lands  they  were  so  well  satisfied  that  they  concluded  to  go  no  fur- 
ther. <Mie;ip  as  these  liinds  were  there  was  no  disposition  to  buy  on 
speculntion.  The  settlers  h;ul  tlie  whole  tit-Id.  .'ind  ni;uiy  wei-e  soon  set- 
tled on  said  lands. 

The  grant  was  f<»r  ;iny  surveyed,  unsolit  laud  bclouging  to  tin-  Cnited 
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States  in  Michigan,  so  tlie  State  had  procured  a  selection  of  only  the  bet- 
ter lands.  These  selections  comprised  nearly  one-half  the  lands  in  Kent 
county  north  of  the  Grand  River,  and  some  in  the  south  part  of  the 
county.     Nothing  aided  its  settlement  so  much  as  this  arrangement. 

Kent  county  has  a  great  diversity  of  soil  and  surface.  It  lies  at  an 
elevation  of  say  10  to  400  feet  above  Lake  Michigan.  At  the  usual  stage 
of  the  water  in  the  lake  the  foot  of  the  rapids  at  Grand  Rapids  is  not  more 
than  10  feet  above  Lake  Michigan.  This,  with  the  other  great  lakes, 
has  fluctuated  in  the  height  of  its  waters  not  less  than  five  feet  within 
the  last  40  years.  In  1848  the  water  was  so  high  as  to  kill  the  trees  on 
all  the  low  lands  on  the  borders.  Even  old  orchards,  it  is  said,  were 
killed  near  St.  Clair  lake. 

To  describe  the  lay  of  the  land  and  the  original  productions  of  the 
county  by  townships,  beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  T.  5  N.,  R.  9 
west.  That  township,  as  to  surface,  is  mostly  level,  or  but  slightly  roll- 
ing. Originally  it  was  mostly  heavily  timbered  with  maple,  elm,  and  the 
other  kinds  of  timber  usually  found  on  what  is  called  timbered  lands; 
some  swamps  and  marshes  with  a  growth  of  tamarack  and  grass.  The  soil 
is  of  the  rich  loam  usual  in  Michigan  lands  producing  such  timber.  There 
are  two  beautiful  small  lakes  in  the  west  part,  and  quite  a  number  of 
brooks  flowing  into  a  larger  one  in  the  south  part  which  falls  into  the 
Thornapple,  thence  to  the  Grand  river.  Little,  if  any,  waste  land  with 
proper  drainage. 

T.  5  N.,  R.  10  W.,  through  which  from  south  to  north  the  Thornapple 
flows,  is  from  that  cause  quite  diversified,  that  river  having  high  bluffs 
from  which  extend  off  a  somtwhat  rolling  country.  The  land  on  the  east 
of  that  river  is  oak  openings  with  the  usual  sandy  soil  of  that  kind  of  land, 
easy  of  tillage,  and,  from  the  admixture  of  lime,  quite  productive.  All 
the  lands  in  the  township  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  are  timbered  lands, 
and  away  from  the  river  not  at  all  broken. 

T.  5  N.,  R.  11  W,,  all  timbered  beech  and  maple  land;  besides  the  tim- 
ber usual  on  that  kind  of  land,  there  was  much  black  walnut.  It  was 
so  abundant  the  first  settlers  used  it  for  building  their  rail  fences.  The 
land  is  very  fertile  and  somewhat  diversified  in  surface,  rising  quite  high 
in  the  southwest  part,  and  from  that  cause,  probably,  comprises  some  of 
the  best  fruit  lands  in  the  county.  Streams  small. — Plaster  creek  head- 
ing in  the  east  part,  and  from  the  w^est  brooks  flow  into  the  Bush  creek. 

T.  5  N,.  R.  12  W.,  also  all  timbered  land  of  the  usual  kinds  of  timber,  and 
soil  considerably  diversified  in  surface;  some  swamps  of  great  extent. 
From  the  one  extending  through  the  southeast  part  of  the  township  flows 
the  Bush  creek  to  the  Grand  river.  Water  flows  also  to  the  Rabbit  river, 
and  so  to  the  Kalamazoo.  The  water  from  the  west  part  to  the  Bush 
creek,  which  falls  into  the  Grand  river  just  on  the  west  line  of  the  county. 
The  swamps  and  marshes  are  all  susceptible  of  drainage, — they  supplied 
the  first  settlers  with  hay. 

T.  6  N.,  R.  12  W.,  is  much  diversified  in  its  soil,  surface,  and  timber. 
The  Grand  river  cuts  off  some  four  or  five  sections  from  the  northwest 
corner.  On  sections  7  and  18  is  an  extensive  swamp  flowed  by  the  river 
at  high  water;  back  of  this  swamp  rises  a  high  bluff,  and  the  rest  on  that 
side  is  openings  of  hills  and  plains.  The  southwest  part,  the  usual  tim- 
bered land;  but  from  the  southeast  corner  to  the  center  on  the  west,  adja- 
cent to  Bush  creek,  hard  timber  was  quite  generally  interspersed  with  the 
pine.  Mills  were  early  erected  on  said  creek  to  manufacture  lumber  for 
the  Chicago  market.     The  northeast  half  of  the  town,  variegated  open- 
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iii<rs.  witli  sonio  burr  oak  j)laiiis,  nil  of  jjood  soil,  and  tlH()n<ih  this  i)arl 
Hows  the  riastor  ci-cok.  whoi-o  on  section  1*  the  jilastcr  rock  shows  itself 
in  the  lied  of  the  creek,  and  it  was  the  first  rock  struck  in  borin;;  the 
State  well  for  salt  in  the  adjoinin^^  se<-tion  .'{.  at  the  depth  from  tlie  surface 
of  40  feet. 

De  CJania  Jono.s  entered  the  ])laster  land  on  sectit)n  L*.  and  was  inter- 
ested in  the  first  mill  erected  on  said  land  for  its  manufacture.  There 
are  now  six  mills  for  the  manufacture  in  this  T.  (5  N.,  K.  IL*  W.  IMaster 
seems  to  underlie  the  whole  county. 

The  State  bored  the  salt  well  to" the  depth  of  800  or  !»00  feet ;  there  was 
a  preat  How  of  brine,  but  not  of  sulhcient  strenjjth  to  be  manufactured. 
On  this  same  section  there  were  salt  sjirin^s  much  frecjuented  b_v  deer. 
There  were,  too,  mounds  of  the  lue-historic  man,  where  have  been  found 
their  bones  and  stone  implements. 

T,  G  N.,  R  11  W.,  is  watered  by  the  Plaster  creek,  and  about  etjually 
divided  between  timbered  and  ojiening  land,  the  northwest  portion  being 
openings,  the  surface  mostly  apjiroaching  a  j)lain.  and  gi'uerally  a  good 
soil,  making  from  its  location  near  the  city  a  valuable  farming  township. 

The  (Irand  river  clips  otl"  a  small  portion  of  the  n<utheast  corner  of  T. 
0  N.,  K.  10  W.,  and  the  Thoruapple  meanders  from  scuith  to  north  about 
through  its  center.  Its  How^  is  rapid,  and  is  bordered  by  high  banks, 
making  excellent  water  powers.  The  whole  is  openings,  except  a  small 
portion  in  the  southwest  part.  The  soil  and  surface  much  diversified;  in 
some  parts  (piile  hilly,  in  others  plains.    Soil  friuu  sand  to  rich  timbered. 

The  (irand  river  Hows  through  the  north  i)ort  of  T.  G  N.,  K  9  W.,  and 
the  Flat  river  falls  into  the  same  on  section  11,  where  there  is  (luite  an 
extended  jilain,  and  formerly  an  old  Indian  burial  phice  and  jtlanting 
grounds,  and  now  the  village  of  Lowell.  On  the  south  of  the  river  the 
country  soon  becomes  rather  high  and  rolling.  Lands:  openings,  from 
which  How  many  spring  brooks  to  the  river.  In  the  south  are  some 
swamjts,  through  which  there  is  an  outlet  from  the  lake  on  section  2"), 
down  south  into  the  Thoruapple.  But  that  outlet  is  not  delineated  on 
any  of  our  ma|)s.     The  lake  on  section  ',V2  has  no  cmtlet. 

T.  7  N.,  U.  0  W. —  Oak  openings,  and  much  diversihed  in  surface  and 
soil,  and  (piite  elevated  above  the  Grand  river  into  which  its  brooks,  and 
eastward  into  the  Flat  river  Hows  its  clear  streams.  The  Grand  river 
flows  through  T.  7  N.,  K.  10  W.,  diagonally,  entering  it  on  section  85  and 
leaving  it  on  section  G,  dividing  it  so  as  t(»  give  about  one-third  southwest 
of  the  river.  On  section  ;{4  the  Thornapi)Ie  falls  into  the  Grand  river, 
where  is  (piite  an  extent  of  rich  jdain  lands,  the  former  planting  grounds 
of  the  Indians,  now  the  village  of  Ada.  Lands  much  broken  and  high 
bluHs  ne;ir  the  river,  down  to  which  the  brctoks  How. 

The  (Irand  river  just  clips  the  northweast  corner  of  T.  7  X.,  \\.  II  W. 
Thi'uce  it  Hows  sotitherly  near  its  west  line.  Thjs  town  is  mostly  much 
elevated  above  the  river,  as  is  the  adjoining  part  of  town  eight  north, 
around  which  the  river  makes  a  wide  bend.  It  is  much  diversilled  in  soil 
and  surface,  hills,  plains,  swamps  and  lakes;  soil  fair,  though  in  tin* 
northeiist  (juarter  are  some  |»oor  sandy  hills.  In  the  south  part  is  a 
large  lake.  luuch  fre»pieiiled  ff-om  the  city  of  Grand  Ka|»ids.  This  Iak«' 
extends  a  mile  or  more  on  to  the  north  part  of  this  township.  The  rest  of 
this  city  is  on  the  e;isl  jiart  of  'I'.  7  \..  K.  \-  W'.,  tliinugh  which  the  Grand 
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river  flows.     The  rapids  of  the  river,  of  some  16  or  18  feet  fall,  flow  over  a 
lime  rock  bed,  interrupting  navigation. 

Some  distance,  sav  a  mile,  from  the  river  on  the  west  rise  abrupt  bluffs, 
beyond  which  is  a  rolling  openings  country,  and  in  the  north  part  some 
timbered  land, — all  a  good  soil.  Below  the  city  are  some  extended  bot- 
tom lauds  along  the  river,  and  also  below  and  near  the  river  plaster 
quarries  and  mills.  Plaster  rock  was  struck  under  the  lime  rock  at  all 
the  borings  for  salt  at  and  above  the  city.  Salt  was  manufactured,  but 
the  brine  did  not  prove  of  sufficient  strength  to  warrant  its  continuance. 

T.  8  N.,  R.  12  W.,  mostly  rich  undulating  timbered  land,  though  some 
pine  and  some  swamp  lands.  Well  watered,  one  creek  flowing  from 
northwest  to  southeast  corner  of  sufficient  size  for  mill  powers;  also 
brooks  flowing  west  into  Ottawa  county. 

The  Grand  river  sw^eeps  round  through  the  south  part  of  T.  8  N.,  R.  11 
W.,  leaving  some  third  or  fourth  of  it  south  of  the  river, — a  high  table 
land  back  of  the  river  bottoms,  with  little  timber  and  good  openings  soil. 
On  the  north  side,  too,  are  elevated  plains  and  hills,  the  Rouge  river  com- 
ing through  the  same  from  near  the  northeast  corner,  falling  into  the 
Grand  river  on  section  23. 

T.  8  N.,  R  10  W.,  good  opening  lands  much  diversified  in  surface,  plains, 
hills,  some  marshes  and  a  number  of  beautiful  lakes,  fine  brooks  and 
creeks.     On  one,  Bear  Creek,  are  mills  and  the  village  of  Cannonsburg. 

T.  9  N.,  R  9  W.,  splendid  openings,  town  with  its  10  beautiful  lakes  and 
spring  brooks,  most  of  which  flow  east  into  Flat  river. 

T.  9  N.,  R.  10  W.,  openings,  fair  faced  lands  with  some  marshes  and  two 
lakes;  not  very  well  watered,  and  what  creeks  there  are  flow  both  ways, 
part  into  the  Flat  and  others  west  into  the  Rouge  river.  The  Rouge  river 
makes  a  great  circuit  through  T.  9  N.,  R.  11  W.,  on  account  of  the  high 
land  in  the  south  part  of  that  town,  and  considerable  portion  of  the  town 
is  hilly  and  the  soil  inferior  and  quite  diversified  in  its  timber,  consisting 
of  hard  wood,  pine,  and  the  oak  openings.  Well  watered  by  the  Rouge 
river  and  other  streams. 

T.  9  N.,  R.  12  W.,  mostly  rich  timbered  land,  conveniently  undulating. 
On  the  Rouge  river  in  the  east  part  is  some  pine  and  wet  bottoms,  and  in 
the  north  part  an  extensive  swamp.     Well  watered. 

T.  10  N.,  R.  12  W.,  hard  and  pine  timber,  mostly  wood  and  much  swamp. 
The  Rouge  river  flows  sluggishly  through  the  east  part  of  it,  and  from  the 
west  side  creeks  run  into  the  Crockery  creek  that  falls  into  the  Grand 
river  near  its  mouth. 

T.  10  N.,  R.  11  W.,  rolling;  pine,  hard  timber,  and  swamp.  A  portion  of 
the  soil  poor,  the  east  part  but  poorly  w^atered;  from  the  west  part  flows 
to  the  Rouge. 

T.  10  N.,  R.  10  W.,  rolling  timbered  land,  interspersed  with  pine;  fair 
soil,  few  streams,  those  flowing  into  both  the  Flat  and  Rouge  rivers. 

T.  10  N.,  R.  9  W.,  mostly  hard  tiniber,  yet  there  is  considerable  pine; 
soil  fair  and  rather  level,  covered  to  quite  an  extent  by  large  and  smaller 
lakes,  outflowing  into  Flat  river. 

It  will  be  seen  that  only  the  pliysical  geography  of  Kent  county  has  been 
attempted,  the  writer  only  regretting  that  it  is  not  better  done. 
28 
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K E \\'  K KX A  W  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  Thv  I'citpU  of  tin'  state  of  Micliii/dii  nmrt.  Thai  all  ihal  por- 
tion o\  lloiij^hlou  county  lyiiij;  north  of  township  55  nortli,  (»f  lange  31 
east  and  north  of  townsliip  5(!,  in  ian<;cs  A'l  and  3o  wt'si.  including 
Manitou  Islands  of  Lake  Supcriof.  and  Isle  lU)yal,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  organized  into  a  new  county,  to  be  known  as  the  county  of  Ke- 
weenaw. 

Sec.  2.  The  county-seat  sliall  be  and  is  hereby  located  in  the  village 
of  Eagle  Kiver,  and  said  county  is  hereby  called  Keweenaw,  and  declared 
a  body  corpoiate  and  politic,  with  all  th(^  j)Owers  and  duties  conferred 
upon  or  recjuired  of  oiganized  counties  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
this  State. 

Sec.  5.  The  district  judge  shall  lix  the  time  for  holding  the  district 
court  in  the  said  county  of  Keweenaw. 

Ajiproved  March   u\  1801. 

K!:wki;naw. — An  Indian  name  derived  from  Kce-trl-irai-iion-inf/.  signify- 
ing a  jtortage,  or  i)lace  where  a  portage  is  made. 

County-seat  is  Eagle  Kiver,  in  Houghton  township.     Settled  in  1850, 


LAKE  COUNTY. 

Skction  1.  The  l'<'o/i1c  of  the  Sttitr  of  Mictiii/a)i  cmict.  That  the  county 
of  Lake,  consisting  of  towns  17.  18,  IJ).  and  2()  north,  of  ranges  11,  12.  1.3, 
and  14  west,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized  into  a  separate  county 
by  the  name  of  I>ake  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  jmwers  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  (5.  The  said  county  of  Lake  shall  be  attached  to  and  belong  to  the 
fourteenth  judicial  circuit,  and  the  judge  of  sai«l  circuit  shall  hold  courts 
in  said  county,  as  by  law  in  such  case  made  and  ])rovided. 

Skc.  7.  Said  county  is  hereby  created  and  declared  a  body  corporaro 
and  jtolitic,  with  all  the  powers  and  duties  confened  ujton  or  retpiired  of 
organized  counties  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  State. 

Sec.  10.  This  act  shall  take  immediate  etfect. 

Approved  March  18,  1871. 

Seat  of  justice.  Baldwin  ('ity.  on  the  Tere  Marijuette  river.  First  set- 
tled in  ls72. 

LAPEER  COUNTY. 

PROCLAMATION. 

.And  T  have  also  thou;;ht  il  expedient  to  lay  out  the  following  county. 
that  is  to  say: 

All  the  cotinlry  included  in  lln-  following  bonndarics.  brginning  al  the 
norlliwest  cornel-  of  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  and  running  theme  west,  to 
the  line  belween  the  sixth  and  seventh  ranges,  east  of  the  |»iincipal  meri<l- 
ian;  thence  south  to  the  line  between  the  townships  nnud)ered  tlve  and 
six,  ncH'th  of  the  base  line,  thence  east  to  the  line  belw«'en  the  twelfth  and 
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thirteenth  ranges,  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  north  to  the 
place  of  beginning;  shall  form  a  connty  to  be  called  the  county  of  Lapeer. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  this  10th  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1822,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  'States  the 
forty-seventh. 

LEW.  CASS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Lapeer  shall  be  organized  from  and  after 
the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  other  coun- 
ties of  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  any  of  the  courts  of  record  of  Oakland  connty,  or  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  of  said  county,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and 
execution;  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due  shall  be  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  county  of  Lapeer  had  not  been  organ- 
ized. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Lapeer  shall  be  holden 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  third  Monday  in  February,  and  on  the  first 
Tuesday  after  the  second  Monday  in  July. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Lapeer  shall  provide  a  con- 
venient place  for  holding  courts  in  said  county,  at  or  near  the  county-seat, 
until  public  buildings  shall  be  erected. 

Sec.  5.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  Monday  of  February  next. 

Approved  January  20,  1835. 

Lapeer,  the  county-seat  of  this  county,  was  taken  up  in  1831,  and  plat- 
ted by  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society,  Hon.  A.  N.  Hart. 
It  has  been  for  several  j^ears  an  incorporated  city. 


LEELANAW  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  20.  That  portion  of  the  State  lying  west  of  the  county  of  Omeena 
and  of  Grand  Traverse  bay,  including  the  Manitou  islands  west  of  said 
bay,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and  designated 
as  the  county  of  Leelanaw. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact.  That  all  that  part 
of  the  county  of  Leelanaw  which  lies  north  of  the  south  line  of  township 
28  north,  shall  be  organized,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  powers  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants 
of  other  organized  counties  in  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  township  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  several  townships  in 
said  county  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  there  shall  be  an  election 
of  all  the  county  officers  to  wJiich,  by  law.  said  county  may  be  entitled. 
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whose  term  of  office  sliall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1865, 
and  when  their  suecessors  shall  have  been  elected  and  «iualified. 

Sec.  3.  The  board  of  county  canvassers,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  shall  UH'ct  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding;  the  day  ot  election,  as 
herein  appointed,  in  the  villaj^c  of  N()rth])ort.  in  said  county,  at  the  house 
(if  .l(»sfph  l);ini<',  or  at  such  other  plaie  as  may  be  ajjreed  upon  and  pro- 
vided by  said  board,  and  orjiani/.e  by  ajijiointinj,'  one  of  tiieii-  number 
chairman,  and  another  secretary,  and  shall  thereupon  j)i()ceed  to  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  a  boanl  of  county  canvassers,  us  in  other  causes 
of  the  election  of  county  officers,  as  pres(;ribed  by  the  general  law. 

Sec.  4.  The  location  of  the  county-seat  of  said  county  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  vote  of  the  electors  of  said  county  at  a  special  election, 
which  is  hereby  apjiointed  to  be  held  by  the  several  townships  of  said 
county  on  the  Jirst  Monday  in  June  next.  There  sliall  be  written  on  the 
ballots  then  jioUed  by  the  (lualilied  eh»ctoi-s  of  said  county  one  of  the 
following  nanu's  of  places,  to  wit:  (llenn  Arbor,  Leelanaw  [Leeland], 
<u-  Northport;  and  that  one  which  shall  receive  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  shall  be  the  county-seat  of  the  county  of  Leelanaw. 

Sec.  G.  The  board  of  county  canvassers  for  the  special  election  for 
locating  the  county-seat  shall  consist  of  the  persons  apjiointed  on  the  day 
of  sucli  s|)ecial  election  by  the  several  boards  of  townshij)  inspectors;  and 
said  board  of  county  canvassers  shall  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  suc- 
ceeding the  day  of  said  spiM-ial  election  at  the  liouse  of  Otto  Thies.  in  tlie 
village  of  Leeland,  and  having  appointed  one  of  their  number  chairman, 
and  the  county  clerk  of  said  county  acting  as  secretary,  shall  proceed  to 
canvass  the  votes,  and  determine  the  location  of  the  county-seat  in  ac- 
cordance therewith,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  said  board  to 
file  a  copy  of  the  determination  of  said  board  as  to  the  location  of  the 
county-seat,  signed  and  certified  by  him,  and  countersigned  by  the  chair- 
man, witli  the  Seci-etary  of  State  and  with  the  township  clerks  of  the 
several  townships  in  said  county. 

Sec.  7.  All  that  part  of  the  county  of  Leelanaw  which  lies  south  of  the 
south  line  of  township  2S  north,  shall  be  and  remain  the  county  of 
I'.en/.ie,  and  the  several  townsliips  thereof  shall  be  attached  for  civil  and 
municipal  purjioses  to  the  county  of  Grand  Traverse. 

Skc  S.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  liereby  directed  to  furnish  the  town- 
ship clerk  of  the  township  of  Leelanaw  with  a  certified  copy  of  this  act, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  clerk  to  give  the  same  notice  of  the  elec- 
tions to  be  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  that  is  recpiired  by  law 
to  be  given  by  the  sherilT  of  organized  counties. 

S?:c.  9.  That  the  said  county  of  Leelanaw.  when  so  organized,  shall  be 
attached  to  the  tenth  judicial  circuit,  and  the  judge  of  said  circuit  shall 
h(dd  courts  in  said  county,  as  by  law  in  such  cases  made  and  |»rovided. 

Se«*.  10.  All  acts  and  pai'ts  of  acts  contravening  the  provisions  of  this 
act  are  hereby  lejiealed.  so  far  as  any  provisions  thei'ein  may  conllict 
with  this  act. 

Sec:.  IL  This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  February  27,  180.3. 

The  seat  (tf  justice  for  the  comity  of  Leelanaw  is  at  \orthport.  (Ui  the 
west  shoi'e  of  Ciand  Traverse  bav. 
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LENAWEE  COUNTY. 

And  I  have  also  thought  it  expedient  to  lay  out  the  following  county, 
that  is  to  say: 

All  the  country  included  within  the  following  boundaries;  beginning 
on  the  principal  meridian,  where  the  line  between  the  townships  num-; 
bered  four  and  five,  south  of  the  base  line,  intersects  the  same;  thence 
south,  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  the 
vState  of  Ohio;  thence  with  the  same  east  to  the  line  between  the  fifth  and 
sixth  ranges,  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  north  to  the  line 
between  the  townships  numbered  four  and  five,  south  of  the  base  line; 
thence  west  to  the  place  of  beginning;  shall  form  a  county  to  be  called 
the  county  of  Lenaive. 

The  county  of  Lenawe  shall  be  attached  to,  and  compose  a  part  of  the 
county  of  Monroe. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit  this  10th  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1822,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States,  the 
forty -seventh. 

LEW.  CASS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  'Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michiqan,  That  the  county  of  Lenawee  shall  be  organized  from  and  after 
the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges,  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  other  counties 
of  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  Lenawee  shall  be  held 
on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  and  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  each 
year. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  the  county  court  of  Monroe  county,  or  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  said  county  of  Monroe,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment 
and  execution,  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due,  shall  be  col- 
lected in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said  county  of  Lenawee  had  not 
been  organized. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  the  country  within  this  Territory  to  which  the  Indian 
title  was  extinguished  by  the  treaty  of  Chicago,  shall  be  attached  to  and 
compose  a  part  of  the  county  of  Lenawee. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
31st  day  of  December,  1826. 

Approved  November  20th,  1826. 

Lenawee. — Derived  from  the  Delaware  Indian  word  Lenno,  or  perhaps 
from  the  Shawnee  Lenawai  ''man,"  the  equivalent  of  the  Chippewa  inimi. 
From  the  same  word  comes  ''Ulin-ois,"  and  the  French  name  "Lac  de 
Illinois''  for  Lake  Michigan. 

County-seat,  Adrian,  established  at  this  place  March  21st,  1836. 

LENAWEE  COUNTY. 

A  SKETCH  OF  ITS   EARLY  SETTLEMENT  BY  F.   A.   DEWEY. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  before  the  foot  of  the  white  man  had  pressed 
the  soil  of  the  valley  of  the  Raisin,  there  dwelt  in  and  about  what  is 
now  Lenawee  county  a  pow^erful  tribe  of  Indians — the  Pottawattomies — 
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who  roamed  over  the  unbounded  forests  at  will.  They  were  feared  and 
respected  by  the  neij^liborinj;  Indians  beyond  the  western  lakes;  not 
so  much  for  their  wisdom  in  jrovi'rnment  or  greatness  of  character,  as 
for  the  skill  and  power  they  displayed  in  the  savage  warfare  that  was 
waged  between  the  contending  chiefs.  Accustomed  to  danger  in  every 
form,  and  taught  to  cmisid*'!-  tlicinsclvcs  iiivintililc.  llicy  had  learned  to 
regard  life  as  valueless  if  its  price  was  victory,  and  that  death  an 
honor  that  was  won  in  the  heat  of  battle,  or  in  contest  with  a  foe.  Their 
braves  were  strong  and  fearless,  and  in  battle  were  like  the  fierce  wind 
that  sweej)s  everything  in  its  tury.  Their  wigwams  were  decorated 
with  the  scalps  of  their  enemies,  and  the  sacred  beads,  too  numerous  to 
count,  told  how  many  had  fallen  before  their  tomahawks.  Their  hunt- 
ing grounds  weie  boundless,  and  game  was  j)lentiful  from  Lake  Erie  to 
the  ^lississipjti. 

To /the  beautiful  month  of  June,  1824,  we  can  look  back  with  gratitude 
to  the  families  who  first  settled  here,  to  whose  resolution  and  perse- 
verance we  are  largely  indebted  for  our  present  prosperity  and  civiliza- 
tion. At  that  time  commenct-d  the  memorable  change  of  making  the 
vast  forest  solitude  resound  with  the  blows  of  the  ])ioneer's  axe,  paving 
the  way  for  the  wealthy  and  prosperous  county  that  Lenawee  has  become. 
The  men  who  began  this  work  were  men  of  talent,  education,  and  active 
industry. 

The  first  projjrietor  and  settler  was  ^lusgrove  Evans,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  a  member  of  the  society  of  Friends.  He  was  a  farmer, 
a  gentleman,  and  a  scholar,  worthy  of  any  station  in  our  civilized  land. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  (a  sister  of  Gen.  J.  W.  Brown),  who 
was  a  lady  of  rare  attainments  and  refined  social  qualities. 

Mr.  Evans  built  the  first  log  house  in  the  county,  twenty  feet  scjuare, 
no  floor  but  the  bare  earth,  and  roofed  with  bark  jteeled  fiom  elm  trees. 
Dui'ing  1SL».~»  and  '20  it  furnished  shelter  for  the  white  settlers  of  the 
county,  numbering  Ifi.  The  first  saw-mill  was  erected  in  1824  by  lirown 
and  Evans.  The  first  pioneer  (Evans)  laid  out  the  plat  of  the  village 
of  Tecumseh.  The  first  fvame  house  in  the  town  was  erected  by  ,T.  W. 
Brown  in  1820.  It  was  the  first  and  only  public  house  in  the  Territory 
west  of  Monroe.  The  same  year  Mr.  Knaggs  built  a  store,  which  i)roved 
of  great  value  to  both  the  Indians  and  white  settlers.  That  year.  too. 
the  first  grist-mill  was  built,  and  Mr.  Jesse  Osborne  carried  the  first 
wheat  to  the  mill.  In  lS:n  and  '.'52  the  pioneers  came  from  ten  to  sixty 
miles  fo  this  mill  for  lloui'. 

Mr.  Evans  was  the  first  mail  contractor  and  postmaster  in  the  county. 
The  first  white  child  born  in  the  county  was  George  Evans,  son  of 
Musgrove  and  Abi  Evans. 

In  the  year  1820  Mr.  Evans  received  an  a|i|»oinf ment  from  Washington 
as  one  of  tin*  officers  to  survey  and  lay  out  a  milifaiy  road  from  Detroit 
to  Chicago,  which  proved  to  be  a  gi-eat  and  general  benefit  to  the  new 
settlers.  In  ls.'',2  he  was  appointed  to  assist  in  surveying  and  laying  out 
a  military  road  fioni  La  IMaisance  May.  .Monroe,  to  intersect  the  Chicago 
turnpike  in  the  north-west  part  of  Lenawee  county. 

In  18.'?f)  the  Cnifj-d  States  census  was  taken.  Mr.  Evans  was  marshal 
of  lliis  district,  which  included  this  county  and  wi'st  to  Lake  Michigan. 
By  the  niarshars  record  the  whole  number  of  j)ersons  in  Lenawee  and 
Hillsdale  counties  was  as  foll/iws:  Tecumseh  —  including  several  town- 
Hhip.s — to  Lake  Michigan  was  771;  Logan  and  ;i  number  of  townships 
south  to  the  Ohio  line.  ."(((I;  Blissfield.  with  a  few  townsljips.  1  L";  Hills- 
dale, no  townships^named.  7."»;  making  a  total  nf  l.liU  west  of  \\'ashte- 
naw  and  Mnninc  (•(»initi<<. 
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As  no  one  is  more  worthy  of  special  notice  we  will  not  omit  to  name 
in  the  catalogue  of  pioneers  our  late  esteemed  friend,  Darius  Oom- 
stock.  He  located  his  beautiful  plantation  at  the  valley  four  miles  south 
of  Tecumesb,  and,  with  his  ample  means,  made  large  improvements,  and 
was  the  main  builder  of  the  first  meeting-house  in  the  county,  where  it 
now  stands  a  monument  to  his  memory.  There  thousands  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  yearly  congregate  to  worship  the  true  and  only  God. 

In  1829  the  court  house  was  built  at  Tecumseh.  For  a  number  of 
years  court  was  opened  and  adjourned  the  same  day^  as  there  were  no 
suits  to  be  tried.  The  people  of  this  county,  even  in  our  earliest  days, 
were  noticeable  for  their  intelligence.  Robbers  and  plunderers  at  that 
time  had  no  foothold  with  us.  Prosperity,  friendship,  and  good  will 
beamed  for  all  from  our  brightly-blazing  hearth-fires.  Clearings  were 
rapidly  made,  roads  were  opened,  cheerful  looking  log  houses  sprang  up 
in  all  directions.  Wheat  and  all  other  desirable  crops  yielded  a  bounti- 
ful harvest  with  little  cultivation. 

With  pleasure  and  generous  satisfaction  many  of  us  can  look  back  to 
scenes  of  pioneer  life  and  -contrast  them  with  the  present.  Well  do  we 
remember  when  it  was  a  seven  days'  journey  from  Tecumseh  to  Monroe 
and  return  by  the  old  Indian  trial  through  dense  forests  and  miry 
swamps,  without  a  bridge  over  any  stream,  and  thirty  miles  without  a 
house.  The  best  and  most  reliable  team  was  a  pair  of  oxen.  In  this 
way  transportation  was  carried  on  between  frontier  settlements.  Sacks 
of  flour  were  brought  when  the  new  settler  was  reduced  to  his  last  loaf. 

In  process  of  time  there  were  zealous  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who 
preached  from  the  Bible  without  introducing  politics.  Rev.  Mr.  Darwin 
was  sent  among  us  as  a  Presbyterian  missionary.  Daniel  Smith  and 
Elijah  Brownell  were  the  main  speakers  among  the  Friends.  One  of 
our  earliest  settlers  in  this  forest  land  was  a  farmer  and  preacher,  Rev. 
Mr.  Bangs,  of  the  Methodist  denomination.  A  man  kind  and  generous, 
always  ready  and  willing  to  aid  in  all  good  undertakings.  Even  now  he 
comes  up  before  the  mind's  eye  with  his  kindly  beaming  face  and  broad 
shoulders,  delivering  his  oral  discourse  to  the  listening  congregation  in 
the  little  school  house. 

In  1832  came  the  Black  Hawk  war.  This  was  a  hard  and  fatiguing 
campaign  for  the  veteran  soldiers  of  Lenawee  county  who  marched  from 
Tecumseh  to  Niles.  The  commanding  oflicers  of  the  regiment  were 
Gen.  J.  W.  Brown,  Col.  Wm.  McNair,  Major  Davis  Smith,  Lieut.-Col. 
Daniel  Pittman. 

In  the  year  1834  came  the  contest  for  the  disputed  territory  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan.  Gen.  J.  W.  Brown,  commander,  and  Stevens  T. 
Mason,  Governor  of  the  Territory,  marched  their  brigades  to  and  formed 
their  battalions  on  the  banks  of  the  Maumee  river,  where,  on  that  day, 
the  Michigan  regiments  conquered  the  armies  of  the  Ohio,  and  in  a  blood- 
less contest  won  the  Upper  Peninsula  with  its  inexhaustible  mines  of 
iron,  silver,  copper,  and  lead. 

As  we  look  over  the  roll  of  the  pioneers  of  Lenawee  county,  a  large 
share  of  them  have  departed  to  the  land  whence  there  is  no  return. 
There  are  many  still  living  in  Tecumseh  who  well  remember  Mrs.  Abi 
Evans,  wife  of  Musgrove  Evans,  a  truly  noble  woman,  whose  memory 
will  be  venerated  and  cherished  by  every  immigrant  to  this  vicinity  till 
the  last  one  has  gone  to  his  final  rest.  No  one  ever  solicited  her  advice 
without  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  intellectual  strength  and  gentle- 
ness of  her  nature.  When  she  left  us  the  whole  community  wept  and 
mourned  like  children  who  had  lost  a  dearlv  beloved  mother. 
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Musgrove  Evans,  the  first  white  inhabitant  and  leader  of  the  first 
band  of  pioneers,  has  passed  away,  and  his  ashes  rest  in  a  southern  clime. 
He  has  left  to  the  peof)le  of  Lena  wet*  county  the  lej^acy  of  a  brij^ht 
examjde  which  forcibly  addresses  itself  to  the  rising  generation,  for  it 
tells  them  of  a  path  to  the  highest  respect  and  veneration.  His  unim- 
peachable honesty  and  purety  of  life  will  never  cease  to  be  cherished 
in  grateful  remembrance  by  just  and  true-hearted  men. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  LENAWEE  COUNTY. 

BY   HON.    A.    L.    M[LLARD. 
[An  address  delivered  at  Adrian,   Lenawee  County,  July  4,  1ST6.] 

Fellow  Citizens:  For  the  last  ninety-nine  years  our  countrymen 
have  bwMi  wont  to  celebrate  this  day, — to  hail  its  annual  return  with 
demonstrations  of  rejoicing,  with  the  ringing  of  bells,  with  bonfires  and 
ilhiiiiiiiations.  and  tiic  I'oar  of  artillery,  witlr  gatlicrings  of  the  i>eople, 
processions  and  orations,  and  with  songs  of  thanksgiving  and  praise. 

We  meet  to-day  as  we  have  so  often  before,  to  observe  the  day  in  the 
time-honored  way.  But  the  one-hundredth  nnniversari/;  the  very  words 
suggest  a  high  distinction,  a  wide  ditferiMice  between  this  and  its  pred- 
ecessors. It  tells  us  that  our  experiment  of  sclf-govcniinent  is  no 
longer  an  experiment  but  a  success;  sets  the  seal  of  stability  and  per- 
manence on  our  institutions  and  our  Rejmblic,  aTid  ])roves  that  our  union 
and  government  are  not  ej)hemeral  as  was  in  the  beginning  jjiophesied 
by  their  enemies  and  feared  even  by  their  friends. 

There  is  reason  in  view  of  this  that  in  the  annual  discourse  which  is 
usual  on  the  occasion  we  should  depart  somewhat  from  the  beaten  tracR. 

The  Congress  of  the  LTnited  States  has  recommended  that  the  dis- 
course on  this  centennial  anniversary  should  be  a  historical  sketch  of 
the  county  or  town  fi-om  its  formation. 

This  recommendation  has  been  supported  by  the  President  and  the 
executive  of  our  own  State,  and  a  compliance  with  it,  if  general,  will  be 
both  appropriate  and  useful. 

To  this  duty  which  has  been  assigned  to  me,  that  of  the  historian  rather 
than  the  oi-ator,  I  now  address  myself  for  the  brief  half  hour  allotted, 
assured  that  however  inadeijuately  and  imperfectly  it  may  be  jterformed, 
the  subject  and  the  facts  will  not  f.iil  to  interest  the  citizens  at  least 
of  our  own  county,  and  will  not,  I  trust,  be  entirely  without  interest  to 
our  fellow-citizens  from  other  counties  who  join  with  us  to-day.  And 
in  behalf,  too,  of  those  who  shall  come  after  us  it  is  well,  while  the 
witnesses  and  actors  in  the  earlier  scenes  and  struggles  incident  to  the 
settlement  of  a  new  country  are  a  portion  of  them  still  living,  to  secure 
fi'om  their  lijjs  and  rescue  from  tlie  oblivion  which  a  few  more  years 
would  otherwise  thi-ow  over  them,  an  authentic  history  of  those  early 
times. 

Our  history  is  not  a  long  one.  He  who  sketches  it  has  not  to  go  back 
to  ii  i-emote  antiquity.  Our  beautiful  and  cherished  county,  with  its 
ympulation  to-day  of  47,00(1,  its  central  city  of  10,000.  its  20  townships 
and  wards,  and  in  each  of  these  townships  its  highly  cultivated  and 
productive  farms,  its  numeious  and  populous  and  thiiving  villages,  its 
schools  and   colleges,   its  diurclies  and   i-ailro;i(ls.  ami   its  abundant   evi- 
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dence  of  wealth  and  comfort  and  refinement  on  every  hand, — what  was  it 
at  the  beginning:  of  1824?  An  unbroken  wilderness.  Not  a  white  in- 
habitant within  its  bounds.  But  as  it  then  was,  all  iu  its  native  beauty, 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  civilization,  unmarred  by  cultivation,  a 
fairer,  more  beautiful  and  attractive  region  the  sun  ne'er  shone  on.  A 
portion  of  it,  most  of  the  northern,  and  a  part  of  the  southern  portion, 
consisting  of  ''openings/'  as  they  were  called  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  sparsely  timbered  with  tall  and  beautiful  oaks,  and  for  the 
most  part,  in  consequence  of  the  annual  fires  passing  over  it,  free  from 
underbrush, — the  ground  carpeted  with  a  profusion  of  wild  flowers, — 
the  whole  like  a  beautiful  park,  through  which  without  track  or  path 
the  immigrant  could  drive  with  horses  or  oxen  and  wagon  for  miles 
in  any  direction,  the  remainder  a  dense  forest  of  various  kinds  of  trees. 
The  surface  is  generally  undulating,  well  watered  bj^  the  Kaisin,  the 
Tiffin,  and  a  multitude  of  smaller  streams,  and  gemmed  here  and  there, 
especially  the  northern  portion,  with  beautiful  small,  clear  lakes, —  it 
is  no  wonder  that  the  earlier  settlers  were  enchanted  with  the  scene, 
and  in  their  letters  to  their  friends  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  its 
lieauty  and  its  loveliness. 

But  the  time  had  come  when  this  fair  region  was  no  longer  to  be  left 
to  the  wild  men  and  wild  beasts  of  the  forest,  hitherto  its  sole  possessors. 

By  a  treaty  concluded  at  Detroit  on  the  17th  day  of  November.  1807. 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Ottawa,  Chippewa.  Wyandotte,  and 
tbe  Pottawattomie  nations  of  Indians  the  Indians  ceded  to  the  United 
States  a  large  tract  of  country  in  northern  Ohio  and  southeastern  Mich- 
igan, including  the  present  county  of  Lenawee;  and  by  another  treaty, 
concluded  at  Chicago  on  the  29th  of  August,  1821,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  and  Pottawattomie  tribes,  the  Indian 
title  to  another  extensive  tract  in  Michigan,  west  of  the  tract  first  men- 
tioned and  extending  to  Lake  Michigan,  was  also  extinguished,  and  the 
territory  in  both  cases  acquired  by  the  United  States  by  fair  purchase. 

In  the  summer  of  1823  Musgrove  Evans,  of  Brownsville,  Jefferson 
county,  N.  Y.,  came  into  the  territory  to  explore,  with  a  view  to  settle- 
ment, and  found  his  way  to  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Tecumseh. 
The  tract  had,  before  this,  been  surveyed,  and  put  into  market  by  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Evans,  impressed  with  the  beauty  of  the  country, 
;)iid  the  advantages  of  that  particular  locality,  particularly  the  hydrau- 
lic power  afforded  by  the  river. Raisin  and  Evans'  Creek  at  that  point, 
determined  to  settle  and  lay  out  a  village  there,  and  to  secure  and  im- 
prove this  water  power.  Returning  to  his  home  in  New  York,  he  en- 
listed in  his  enterprise  his  brother-in-law,  Joseph  W.  Brown,  of  the 
same  place,  afterwards  Gen.  Brown,  now  of  Cleveland,  O..  who  sub- 
sequently played  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Territory  and 
State,  both  civil  and  military,  and  who  still  survives  in  a  hale  and  green 
old  age  to  see  and  rejoice  over  the  wonderful  development  and  advance 
in  all  the  elements  of  prosperity  and  greatness  of  this  new  county  and 
commonwealth  in  which  while  yet  in  the  unbroken  solitude  of  its  wilder- 
ness he- made  his  home,  and  to  the  development  and  growth  of  which  he 
devoted  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  and  in  no  small  degree  contributed. 
Mr.  Evans  returned  in  the  spring  of  1821  with  Mr.  Brown  and  some  ten 
or  twelve  others,  coming  from  Buffalo  in  a  schooner,  and  landing  at 
Detroit,  where  for  the  time  being  he  left  his  family.  From  thence  with 
packs  on  their  backs  containing  provisions  and  such  necessaries  as  were 
required  for  their  journey,  they  made  their  way  on  foot  through  the 
forest  to  the  place  previously  selected  by  Evans  where  the  village  of 
Tecumseh  now  stands. 

29 
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In  liis  tiisf  visit  to  the  Territory,  the  fall  previous,  Evans  had  met  with 
Austin  K.  \\'in;r,  of  Monroe,  who  had  been  for  several  years  a  resident 
of  the  Territory — a  man  of  intellij:cnce  and  inlluencc.  who  afterwards 
for  several  years  represented  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  Congress  as 
its  (Ich'gatcs.  It  was  through  his  advice  and  representations  of  its  ad- 
vantages, that  Evans  had  his  attention  turned  to  the  valley  of  the 
Raisin,  and  especially  to  the  water  jKiwer  at  the  junction  of  Evans^ 
creek  with  the  Kaisin.  On  the  arrival  of  Evans  and  IJrown,  in  the 
spring  of  1824,  a  copartnership  was  formed  between  these  three.  Wing. 
Kv.ms.  ;ind  Mrown,  and  they  became  jointly  interested  in  the  enterprise 
of  founding  a  village  and  improving  the  water  power  at  the  point  before 
mentit)ned.  In  anticipation  of  this,  and  before  the  return  of  Evans, 
Wing  had  taken  uj)  at  the  Land  oHice  at  Detroit  the  west  part  of  section 
27  and  the  east  part  of  section  28,  which  included  the  water  power  of  that 
portion  of  Tecuniseh  now  known  as  Brownsville,  and  subseciueutly  after 
the  airival  of  Evans  and  IJrown  they  took  up  tlie  north  half  of  section 
M  of  the  same  towiishii*. 

On  the  2d  of  .him*  (»f  that  y<*ar-  (1824).  Evans,  having  in  the  mean- 
time built  a  rude  log  liouse  upon  the  jiremises,  the  roof  and  tioor  of  which 
were  made  of  bark  strijiped  off  the  neighboring  trees,  brought  his  family, 
consisting  of  a  wife  and  five  children,  with  a  man  named  Peter  Benson 
and  his  wife,  who  were  in  his  employ,  from  Detroit,  and  took  possession 
of  this  jog  hut.  These  two  were  the  first  white  women,  and  this  family 
the  first  while  inhabitants  within  the  bounds  of  Lenawee  county;  and 
thus  the  settlement  of  this  large  and  now  po[»ulous  county  was  begun. 

In  this  fii-st  log  house,  the  j)iom'er  of  the  comf<u"table,  substantial,  and 
often  spacious  and  elegant  dwellings  and  mansions  which  now  meet  the 
eye  over  the  whole  county,  three  families  domiciled  during  the  winter 
of  1824-.").  Mr.  Evans.  Mr.  Brown,  each  with  a  family  of  five  children, 
and  Mr.  (lecuge  Spafford  and  wife,  and  some  ten  or  twelve  men  in  addi- 
tion, among  Ihem  Mr.  E.  V.  Blood,  who  was  one  of  those  that  came  in 
with  them,  and  who  took  ujt  a  lot  of  land  in  the  n<'ighborhood  from 
the  government,  to  cultivate  as  a  farm,  and  who  continues  to  reside  on 
the  same  to  this  day. 

Indians  were  numerous,  often  visiting  and  supplying  them  with  berries 
and  the  pioducts  of  the  chase,  but  not  a  white  neighbor  neaier  than 
Monroe,  '.V.\  miles,  or  a  family  or  two  on  the  Kaisin  a  few  miles  above 
Monroe.  The  Indians,  mostly  of  the  l*ottaw:itloniie  tribe,  though  at 
lim<'s  objects  of  ap[irehension  ami  fear,  especially  to  tlw  women  and  chil- 
dren. pi'ove«l  friendly  and  gave  little  ti'oubh'. 

Here  these  three  families,  all  accustomed  to  the  comforts,  luxuries,  and 
refinements  of  civilization  and  wealth,  spent  together  a  not  »inhapi)y 
or  cheerless  winter.  The  weather  was  mild,  and  shut  out  though  they 
were  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  a  wilderness  almost  pathless  lying 
between  Ihem  and  Monroe,  the  iH'arest  settlenu'tit  to  which  they  could 
look  for  su[»[tlies  or  assistance,  and  surrounded  by  bands  of  wild  Indians^ 
to  whosi-  clijiiacter  for  treachery  and  ferocity,  though  then  apparently 
fiieiidly.  these  settlers  were  no  stangers^yet  theic  was  niuch  in  the 
wild  and  romantic  beauty  of  the  native  forest,  in  the  novelty  and  excite- 
ment of  the  n«'W  life  they  were  living,  and  in  the  bright  ho|)es  of  tin- 
fntuie.  which  buoyed  them  tip  amidst  the  [trivations  and  the  hard- 
shi[)s  incident  to  such  circumstances;  and  thus  these  stouj-hearted  ami 
lesolute  men  And  these  not  less  courage(»ns  and  noble  women  remained, 
abandoning  the  comfoi'ts  and  luxuries  of  tlu'ir  former  homes,  and  giving 
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themselves  to  the  new  enterprise  in  which  they  had  enlisted,  laid  the 
foundations  of  civilized  society  and  Christian  institutions  in  this  wilder- 
ness of  Southern  Michigan. 

A  short  extract  from  a  letter  written  about  this  time  by,  Mr.  Evans — 
vvho,  by  the  way,  was  of  the  same  religious  faith  with  Wm.  Penn — to 
Mr.  Brown_,  who  had  then  returned  to  Brownsville  for  his  famil}-,  dated 
Teeumseh,  8th  mo.,  8th,  1824,  will  serve  to  give  us  a  sample  of  the  shifts 
and  devices  to  which  these  first  settlers  were  often  compelled  to  resort. 
The  k'Her,  after  acknowledging  the  receipt  that  morning  of  Brown's 
letter  of  the  6th  ult.,  one  month  after  the  date,  says  among  other  things: 
"The  articles  thee  mentions  will  all  be  good  here^  particularly  the  stoves, 
as  it  takes  some  time  always  in  a  new  place  to  get  ovens  and  chimneys 
convenient  for  cooking.  We  have  neither  yet,  and  no  other  way  of 
baking  for  twenty  people  but  in  a  bake-kettle  and  the  fire  out  at  the 
door.' 

Immediately  after  getting  upon  the  ground,  this  company.  Wing, 
Evans  c^  Brown,  commenced  the  erection  of  a  saw-mill,  which  they  built 
and  put  in  operation  in  the  fall  of  1824,  the  first  saw-mill  in  the  country, 
and  an  institution  of  the  highest  necessity  and  value  to  the  infant  settle- 
ment. 

To  raise  the  frame  of  this  mill  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  Monroe  for 
assistance,  and  brought  from  there  some  forty  men. 

During  the  summer  of  1824,  a  plat  of  the  village  was  laid  out  by  the 
proprietors,  Wing,  Evans  &  Brown,  and  called  Tecumseh,  after  the  name 
of  the  fierce  chieftain,  who,  though  the  home  of  his  tribe  was  far  away 
on  the  banks  of  the  Sciota  in  southern  Ohio,  it  is  said  had  often,  with 
his  dusky  Shawnees,  visited  this  locality  and  made  his  camping  ground 
in  this  immediate  vicinity;  and  thenceforth  the  new  town,  though  it  did 
as  yet  consist  of  but  a  single  lug  house,  had  not  only  an  existence  but  a 
name. 

During  the  same  season  a  postoffice  M'as  established  here,  and  Mr. 
Evans  was  the  first  postmaster. 

Thus  the  time  for  a  letter  by  due  course  of  mail,  between  Brownsville, 
New  York,  and  Tecumseh,  at  that  time  was  one  month,  and  the  postage 
twenty-five  cents. 

In  the  fall  of  the  next  year,  182.5,  the  first  crop  of  wheat  raised  in  the 
county  was  sown  by  Mr.  Jesse  Osborn,  on  a  lot  taken  up  by  him  near 
the  village  plat,  and  a  little  north  of  the  present  residence  of  Judge 
Stacy,  and  was  harvested  the  next  summer,  in  time  to  be  ground  on  the 
4th  of  July  at  the  new  grist  mill  just  then  erected,  and  which  we  shall 
notice  more  fully  presently,  and  from  the  flour  of  which,  cake  and  biscuit 
were  made  by  Mrs.  Brown  for  the  dinner  at  the  celebration  of  that  day. 
This  first  crop  of  wheat  was  a  success.  It  ripened  early  and  was  quite 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  proved  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate well  adapted  to  this  important  cereal. 

Having  thus  established  the  first  town  in  the  county,  this  enterpris- 
ing firm  of  Wing,  Evans  &  Brown  took  measures  to  get  the  county  seat 
established  there.  A  petition  was  sent  to  the  Territorial  Governor,  Gen. 
Cass,  who  appointed  commissioner  to  examine,  select,  and  report  a  loca- 
tion for  the  same.  These  commissioners  located  it  at  Tecumseh,  upon 
the  land  of  this  firm,  the  northwest  half  of  section  thirty-four,  and  upon 
their  report  the  same  was  established  as  the  county  seat  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  approved  June  30,  1824.  A  somewhat  amus- 
ing incident  attending  this  location  is  related  in  one  of  the  old  letters  T 
have  seen.  When  the  commissioners  fixed  upon  the  site  and  stuck  the 
stake  to  mark  the  place  for  the  court-house,  the  company  present,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  Wing,  swung  their  hats  and  gave  three  lusty  cheers.    Mr. 
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Wing,  in  the  ardor  of  his  enthusiasm,  swung  his  hat  with  such  emphasis 
and  force  that  at  the  last  whirl  it  Jlcw  several  rods  away,  leaving  in  his 
liand  a  i)ieee  of  the  brim  alioiii  ilie  size  of  a  dollar.  The  writer  of  the 
letter  adds  that  is  was  an  old  hal,  and  probably  a  little  cracked  in  the 
brim.  The.se  proprietoi-s  and  the  citizens  of  Tecumseh  were  naturally 
iiinch  elated,  and  expected  great  things  for  their  new  town  fi-oiu  the  loca- 
tion there  of  their  county  seat — expectations  which,  however,  were 
tlestiued  to  be  but  partially  realized,  as  in  the  progress  of  events  it  was, 
after  I  he  lapse  of  a  few  years,  removed  to  Adi'iau. 

Up  to  the  time  of  which  we  have  been  si)eaking,  the  county  of  Lenawee 
had  not  bei-n  organized.  Jt  was  attached  to  and  const  it  iiicd  a  jKirt  of 
I  lie  county  of  Monroe.  Jt  re<»'ived  an  indcjtendent  (»rganization  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislative  Council,  approved  December  20.  181^0,  and  was  of 
ample  territorial  limits,  having  atiached  to  it  and  made  a  part  of  it,  for 
iiie  time  being,  all  the  country  within  the  territory  to  which  the  Indian 
litle  was  extinguished  at  the  ti-eaty  of  Chicago  befoi-e  mentioned,  its 
western  boundary  being  mostly  Lake  Michigan,  and  its  northern  (Jrand 
I  iver,  from  its  source  to  its  moiiili. 

The  name  Lenawee  is  a  Shawnee  \\(trd  meaning  Indian. 

In  the  app()inlment  of  olTicers  for  the  new  county,  Josei)h  W.  lirown 
was  commissionetl  by  (lov.  Cass  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  county  court, 
a  position  which,  however,  he  soon  resigned,  and  was  succeed€*d  by  Still- 
man  IJlanchard.  who  has  deceased  at  Tecumseh  within  the  last  year; 
•  lames  Tatchin  was  the  first   sherilf — all  of  Tecumseh. 

The  first  townships  organized  in  the  county  were?  three,  Tecumseh, 
Logan,  and  Ijlisstield.  They  were  oiganized  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  apju-oved  Ajjril  1-,  1827,  and  embra<-ed  the  whole  of  the 
jiresent  county;  Tecumseh  at  the  north,  Logan  in  the  middle,  and  Bliss- 
tield  at  the  south,  each  extending  across  the  entire  county  from  east 
10  west. 

The  three  families  first  mentioned  did  nor  long  remain  llie  only  families 
in  the  settlement.  The  track  being  opened,  they  were  soon  followed 
by  others,  and  their  village  so(»n  became  a  villag*'  in  fact  and  not  a  mere 
]»aper  town,  and  the  log  houses  were  succeeded  by  more  substantial  and 
comfortable  dwellings,  and  here  and  there  in  its  vicinity  a  sturdy 
pioneer,  attracted  by  the  richness  of  the  soil  and  manifold  advantages 
for  agriculture,  had  taken  iiji  a  lot  for  that  ])urpose,  and  commenced 
clearing  the  same  for  a  faiiu. 

In  1^2^'*  this  comi>any.  Wing,  Plvans  &  IJrown,  buill  a  grist  mill  on 
their  site  npoii  the  Ivaisin,  the  lirsl  in  tin,'  county,  and  a  gr<'at  ac()uisi- 
ii(ui  to  the  new  settlement,  miidi  needed  and  highly  prized.  J|  contained 
but  a  single  run  of  stone,  but  snlliced  loi-  grinding  for  :ill  tin-  inhabitants 
of  the  county  for  several  years. 

The  dauj  raised  and  the  fi-ante  of  the  mill  up.  if  remained  to  supjily  the 
stones.  How  this  was  In  be  dime  was  a  ])roblem  not  easy  of  solution. 
To  i»roc»ire  and  traiis|MMt  a  jiair  of  J-'icnch  burr  mill  stones  from  the 
far  east,  and  throiigli  the  forest  from  .Monroe  or  Deli-oit  to  Tecnmseh. 
in  the  <(»rnlilion  the  roads  were  in  at  that  time,  would  be  a  heavy  ex- 
pense and  a  work  of  no  suiall  dillicnlly.  I'.nt  these  ju'oprielors  were  not 
to  be  Itatlled.  .\  large  stone,  a  rock  of  granite,  was  found  lying  upon 
the  ground  a  mile  or  two  from  the  mill,  broken  into  two  uneipial  pieces 
by  the  falling  of  a  tree  u|Min  it.  IJy  the  aid  of  a  practical  miller,  Syl- 
vester I'lacktiiar.  this  stone  was  prep.ired  and  nuide  to  answer  the  de 
sired  puri)Ose,  (he  smaller  fragment  nerving  as  the  upper  sl<»ne  and  the 
larger  as  the  lower,  and  aJiswciinL:  ilie  piiniose  very  well  for  several 
years,  and  until  belter  ones  could  be  procured. 
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On  the  4th  of  July  of  this  year,  1820,  the  inhabitants,  with  no  less 
patriotism  in  their  hearts  here  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan  than  in  the  older 
portions  of  the  country  turned  out  en  masse  and  held  at  Tecumseh  the 
first  formal  celebration  of  the  day  that  the  county  had  known — just 
rifty  years  ago  to-day. 

In  I  -J)  n..  organization  of  the  militia  took  place  in  the  county  under 
the  order  of  Gov.  Cass,  and  Joseph  W.  Brown,  afterward  Gen.  Brown, 
was  commissioned  as  colonel  of  the  regiment  then  formed,  being  the 
eighth  regiment  of  the  territorial  militia. 

Thus  this  new  settlement  and  new  town  in  the  wilderness  and  the 
enterprise  of  its  first  proprietors  moved  on  and  p-rospered^  and  bade  fair 
to  realize  in  full  their  hopes  and  expectations. 

But  the  time  had  now  come  when  Tecumseh  alone  was  no  longer 
Lenawee  county,  and  was  no  longer  to  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  its  political, 
social  and  commercial  advantages.  A  formidable  competitor  was  just 
starting  in  the  race,  destined  to  rival  and  ultimately  to  outstrip  her. 

In  the  summer  of  1825  Addison  J.  Comstock,  then  a  young  man,  witlt 
Darius  Comstock,  his  father,  of  Niagara  county,  New  York,  came  into 
the  Territory  with  a  view  of  seeking  a  location.  The. older  Comstock 
seleet'-'^d  and  purchased  from  the  government  a  tract  in  the  present  town- 
ship ot  Ixaism,  at  the  j)lace  known  as  the  Valley,  midway  between 
Tecumseh  and  Adrian.  The  younger  Comstock,  in  September  of  that 
year,  purchased  and  received  a  patent  from  the  government  for  480 
acres  of  land,  on  which  he  subsequently  laid  out  and  platted  the  vil- 
lage of  Adrian,  and  comprising  the  larger  portion  of  the  present  city 
of  Adrian.  This  was  near,  though  a  little  east,  of  the  geographical 
center  of  the  county, — that  is,  of  the  county  of  Lenawee  proper  accord- 
ing to  its  present  boundaries.  Mr.  Comstock  returning  to  New  York  was 
married  during  the  following  winter  to  Miss  Sarah  S.  Dean,  a  daughter 
of  Isaac  Dean,  of  Phelps,  Ontario  county.  New  York. 

In  the  spring  of  1826  he  returned  with  his  bride  to  take  permanenr 
possession  of  his  new  purchase,  and  make  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  as  it 
then  was.  Mr.  John  Gifford,  a  man  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Comstock,  with 
his  wife,  came  with  them.  Two  log  houses,  one  for  each  family,  were 
speedily  put  up  by  them,  into  which  they  moved  in  August  of  that  year. 
Mr.  Gifford  occupying  his  first  by  a  few  days,  and  these  two  women  being 
the  first  w.hite  female  residents  of  Adrian.  Mr.  Comstock's  house  was 
in  the  oak  grove  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  Mrs.  Chloe  Jones  now 
lives,  and  Mr.  Gifford's  was  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Mrs.  Gifford  is 
still  living,  or  was  recently,  in  St.  Joseph  county,  in  this  State.  The 
other  three  of  these  first  inhabitants  have  all  passed  away.  During  the 
same  year  Mr.  Comstock  erected  a  saw  mill  on  the  Raisin  near  his 
residence  and  completed  it  in  November,  1826,  being  the  second  saw-mill 
in  the  county.  The  whole  population  of  the  south  half  of  the  county  at 
this  time  consisted  of  seven  families,  but  it  speedily  increased  by  im- 
migration. The  county  being  organized  in  1826,  as  before  noticed,  the 
first  township  election  for  the  township  of  Logan,  in  which  Adrian  was 
situated,  was  held  at  the  house  of  Darius  Comstoek,  in  the  valley,  on 
May  28,  1827,  at  which  Darius  Comstock  was  elected  supervisor,  and 
Addison  J.  Comstock  township  clerk. 

A  letter  written  by  Gen.  Brown  at  this  time,  bearing  date  January 
14,  1827,  says:  ''The  Legislative  Council  have  organized  three  new 
counties  this  winter,  and  in  none  of  them  was  there  a  white  inhabitant 
in  the  vear  ls2:i.  and  in  ours  not  till  June,  1824.     This  is  the  youngest 
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and  smallest  of  the  three,  and  we  have  more  than  COO  inhabitants."  The 
other  two  countie.s  referred  1(»  in  this  letler  were  ^^'ashl(•naw  and  Chip- 
jM-wa. 

Dnriiiir  tills  vear,  1S27.  the  liisi  Iranie  dwellinj;  house  was  erected  by 
Dr.  Caleb  X.  Ormsby.  the  first  pli.vsician  in  Adrian. 

Did  time  permit  it  would  be  jdeasaut  to  take  some  notice  of  others 
of  the  earlier  settlers  in  Adrian.  Noah  Norton,  James  Whitney,  the 
father  of  two  of  our  well-kn(»wn  citizens  of  to-day,  Elias  Dennis,  and 
others.  But  we  must  forbear,  only  noticinji^  a  few  of  the  most  prominent 
facts  and  incidents  in  the  history  of  this  early  time. 

'file  ori<;inal  plat  of  the  villaj^e  of  Adrian  was  laid  out  by  A.  J.  Com- 
siock,  and  reccirdcd  in  the  rcjiistcr's  otfice  on  April  1,  1S28.  Unlike  the 
intlated  paj)er  cities  so  common  in  ihat  day,  it  was  modest  in  its  ])ropor- 
lions  and  pret<'nsions,  consistin<2^  only  of  two  streets  equal  in  lenji;th  and 
crossing  at  right  angles, — Maumee,  extending  from  near  the  river  as 
far  east  as  the  present  residence  of  Wm.  A.  Whitney  and  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  Main  street,  and  forty-nine  lots  in  all.  From  this 
may  be  inferred  that  the  ]>roprieior  at  that  time  had  little  anticiy)ation 
nt  what  his  new-founded  village  was  destined  to  become  in  the  not 
distant  future. 

The  .same  year,  1828,  a  iK)slotlice  was  established  here,  with  A.  J. 
Comstock  as  postmaster.  The  following  somewhat  amusing  account, 
given  by  Mr.  Comstock,  and  which  I  take  from  a  document  prepared  by 
him  and  deposited  under  the  corner  stone  of  the  old  Union  school  house, 
will  serve  to  show  sonu'thinir  of  the  condition  of  things  in  that  early 
day. 

He  says:  ''The  same  year  a  posiotlice.was  established  in  Adrian,  A. 
.1.  Comstock,  P.  M.  The  conditions  of  establishing  the  office  were  that 
the  contractor  should  take  the  net  revenue  of  the  office  for  trans]torting 
the  mail  from  Adrian  to  Monroe.  The  whole  receipts  of  the  first  quarter, 
I'uding  March  :U,  1S2!I,  were  $8.0o;|.  The  net  revenue  of  the  contractor, 
after  paying  expense  of  office,  00^  cents.  Tt  should  be  remarked  that 
the  carrying  of  the  mail  was  not  expensive,  as  the  postmaster  took 
advantage  of  the  ox  teams  th:U  made  regular  trips  to  Monroe,  and  so 
obtiiined  the  mail  about  every  week,  as  a  trip  to  Monroe  and  back 
could  be  j)erformed  in  about  five  days  when  they  had  good  luck.'' 

But  lack  of  time  compels  me  to  j)ass  rajddly  over  the  history  of  that 
early  day  and  the  interesting  incidents  connected  with  it. 

The  question  of  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  from  Teeumseh  to 
Adrian  began  very  early  to  be  agitated,  being  very  strongly  urged  by 
Mr.  Comstock  and  the  citizens  of  .\drian.  Teeumseh  had  secured  its 
tirst  location  l)efore  .\drian  had  an  existence,  and  a  courthouse  and  jail 
(the  latter  of  logsi  had  been  built  there.  All  the  county  offices  were 
there,  and  the  pcditical  influence  of  the  county  centered  there,  and  the 
larger  j)ortion  of  the  i>o|)ulation  was  in  and  around  that  town.  But 
iinmigralion  began  to  find  its  way  into  the  central  and  southern  por- 
tions. In  the  township  of  Blissfield  a  settlement  had  been  begun  even 
earlier  than  in  Adrian,  Ilervey  Bliss  having  moved  in  there  with  his 
familv  in  December,  1821.  followed  the  next  year  and  the  year  follow- 
ing by  several  other  families.  From  the  first  settlement  of  .\drian  this 
question  of  the  county  seat  became  a  matter  of  contention  and  strife 
between  the  neighboring  towns,  an  unhappy  controversy  engendering 
bitter  feeling  at  the  time,  kept  up.  for  a  series  of  years,  and  terminat- 
ing not  until  IHJifi,  when  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  under  the  new 
State  government,  it   was  removed  to  Ailrian  ami  the  question  was  jiut 
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at  rest.  The  removal  by  the  terms  of  the  act  was  not  to  take  effect, 
however,  until  the  first  Monday  of  November,  1838.  The  defeat  that 
Tecumseh  suffered  in  this  was  not  owing  to  any  lack  of  effort  or  lack 
of  ability  on  the  part  of  its  leading  men.  A  high  degree  of  both  was 
abundantly  manifest  in  the  conduct  of  the  controversy.  They  only 
yielded  to  the  inevitable.  It  was  the  advantage  of  position  alone  which 
secured  the  victory  to  its  rival.  Adrian  being  central  while  Tecumseh 
was  far  to  the  north  and  east  of  the  center,  it  was  not  difficult  to  see 
from  the  first  that  the  removal  was  only  a  question  of  time. 
It  was  not  until  1838,  when  a  jail  having  been  built  at  Adrian, 
the  courts  which  up  to  that  time,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  had  been  held 
in  Tecumseh,  commenced  to  hold  their  sessions  at  Adrian,  and  the  re- 
moval was  complete.  The  new  court-house  was  built  at  Adrian  the 
next  year,  1839,  on  the  lot  adjoining  the  jail  lot,  on  land  donated  for 
that  purpose  by  Mr.  Comstock,  on  the  east  side  of  Clinton  street.  This 
removal  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Adrian. 

But  to  go  back  again  to  earlier  times.  The  publication  of  the  Lenawee 
Republican  and  Adrian  Gazette,  the  first  newspaper  in  the  county,  was 
commenced  in  October,  1834,  by  R.  W.  Ingals,  who  still  resides  here. 
This  paper  was  neutral  in  politics,  but  after  a  few  months  was  changed 
to  the  Adrian  Watchtower,  democratic,  and  as  such  its  publication  was 
continued  until  18G5.  for  many  years  as  a  weekly  and  afterwards  both 
weekly  and  daily, — Mr.  Ingals  retaining  his  connection  with  it  until 
near  the  close. 

An  enterprise  second  to  no  other  in  its  importance  and  effect  upon  the 
early  growth  and  development  of  Adrian  and  the  country  about  it,  ex- 
tending far  into  the  interior  and  western  portion  of  the  State,  was  the 
Erie  &" Kalamazoo  Railroad,  projected  and  built  at  a  very  early  day  from 
Adrian  to  Toledo,  then  Port  Lawrence.  The  importance  of  this  work, 
;ind  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  considering  the  time  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  undertaken,  have  been  by  few  fully 
appreciated.  It  was  undertaken  and  accomplished  by  a  few  men  of 
moderate  means  at  Adrian  and  Port  Lawrence,  both  then  new  settle- 
ments at  a  time  when  there  not  only  was  not  a  railroad  in  Michigan,  but 
none  west  of  Lake  Erie — nay  not  one  in  all  New  England,  or  at  most  but 
one,  nor  west  of  Schenectady  in  New  York.  They  were  at  that  time  a  new 
thing,  but  recently  introduced  into  this  country.  There  was  the  road 
between  Albany  and  Schenectady,  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of  the  pre- 
sent New  York  Central,  and  run  by  stationary  engines  and  horse  power, 
and  there  were  short  roads  in  some  portions  of  Pennsylvania.  But  in  all 
the  West  such  a  thing  as  a  railroad  was  unknown.  Necessity  was,  no 
doubt,  the  mother  of  the  enterprise.  The  new  and  growing  village  of 
Adrian  and  all  the  new  settlements  in  the  country  were  separated  and 
cut  off  from  communication  with  the  older  portions  of  the  country  except 
1)V  a  track  out  through  a  dense  forest,  and  much  of  the  time  almost  im- 
passable even  with  oxen,  to  Monroe,  .30  miles,  or  a  like  road  and  distance 
to  Port  Lawrence,  or  the  longer  route  to  Detroit.  Port  Lawrence  was 
situated  upon  the  navigable  waters  connected  with  Lake  Erie,  and  when 
that  was  reached  there  was  ready  access  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Tecum- 
seh then,  or  soon  after,  had  its  La  Plaisance  Bay  turnpike,  opened  by  the 
general  government,  and  constituting  a  good  highway  to  the  lake  at 
Monroe.  Adrian,  unaided  by  the  government,  conceived  the  idea  of  a 
railroad,  to  be  built  by  private  enterprise,  which  should  open  easy  com- 
munication with  navigable  water  and  the  outside  world.  A  few  men  at 
.Adrian  and  its  vicinity,  among  whom  may  be  named  Darius  Comstock. 
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Addison  J.  Comstock,  George  Crane,  E.  C.  Winter,  Caleb  N.  Ormsby,  and 
.losf'iih  Ciihboii.  tom'tlicr  with  a  few  of  Port  Lawrence,  entered  actively 
into  this  enterprise  anil  carried  it  successfully  tlir<iu<ili.  in  the  face  of 
(litliculties  and  discoura-icnieiits  that  similar  entcipiises  rarely  have  had 
to  contend  with.  A  charter  for  the  road  was  obtained  from  the  Lejiislative 
Council  of  Michigan  in  Ai>ril,  IS'i.*^,  authorizing  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Port  Lawrence  to  Adrian,  and  thence  to  such  a  point  on 
the  Kalamazoo  river  as  the  company  might  select,  the  original  project 
being  to  make  the  Kalamazoo  the  ultimate  terminus,  though  that  por 
tion  of  the  route  west  of  Adrian  was  subse(|uently  abandoned.  Books 
of  sul)Scription  for  the  slock  were  o}ien('d  at  Adrian  in  .March,  1.S34, 
and  the  amount  itMpiirrd  to  organize  the  company,  being  snd.OOO.  was 
soon  subscribed,  and  the  conijtany  was  fully  organized  in  May  of  that 
year^  and  immediaiely  entered  ui)on  the  work.  It  was  not  at  tirst  c«m- 
templated  to  run  locomotives  upon  the  road,  but  it  was  constructed  with 
wooden  rails  with  a  view  to  run  by  horse  power,  and  for  a  time  it  was 
so  run.  It  was  finished  so  that  the  cars  commenced  running  between 
Port  Lawrence  and  Adrian  in  1S:U;.  It  continued  to  run  by  horse  power 
until  June,  1887,  when  the  wooden  lail  gave  place  to  an  iron  stra])  rail, 
and  the  horses  were  superseded  by  a  loconu)tiv(;.  The  ojiening  of  this 
road  formed  a  new  era.  It  accom])lislied  all  and  more  than  was  antici 
pated  from  it  by  its  enteriuising  i)rojectors,  and  gave  a  new  imiu'tus  to 
the  growth  and  prosj'^^rity  of  Adrian,  and  the  settlement  and  develop- 
ment of  the  surrounding  country — drawing  to  it  for  shijtment  the  grain 
and  jtioduce,  and  at  tract inj:  the  trade  of  a  wide  extent  of  country,  north- 
ward and  w<'stward,  and  southward,  for  a  time,  esjjec-ially  westward 
and  southward,  even  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  though  this.  (»f 
course,  has  since  been  greatly  restricted  by  the  oj>ening  of  other  roads 
and  new  channels  of  trade  and  commerce  elsewhere. 

Up  to  this  time  a  journey  from  Adrian  to  New  Y<uk  could  be  accom- 
plished with  diiigeiK  e  in  about  three  weeks;  it  now  takes  27  hours.  Our 
fellow  townsncm.  Aliel  Whitney,  Esq.,  informs  nte  that  in  >Lirch,  1837. 
he  made  this  jouiiiey, — going  from  Adrian  to  Toledo  by  this  new  railroad, 
then  run  by  liorse  jKJwer,  tlMMice  by  stage  t()  Cleveland,  and  thence  over 
the  loute  through  centnil  Pennsylvania,  using  the  best  facilities  the 
public  conveyances  alTorded, — a  part  of  tlu'  way  for  .short  distances  by 
railway,  and  a  part  by  canal,  and  reaching  New  York  three  weeks  from 
the  tiiiie  he  left  home.  This,  of  course,  was  a  season  of  the  year  when 
na  vigil  tion  on  Lake  Erie  was  not  open. 

The  Erie  and  Kaliiniazito  roiid  became  subsequent ly,  and  is  now.  n 
section  of  th.'it  gre.it  t horonghfaic.  the  Lake  Shore  &  Mi<-higan  Southern 
Hailwjiy.  hiiving  in  ISIU  been  leased  by  the  company  feu-  the  whole 
une.\i)ired  time  of  its  chaitei-  to  the  M.  S.  &  \.  I.  1{.  P.  Co.,  subseijuenlly 
incr)rporiiled  into  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  I{y.  Co. 

This  pioneer  railroad  was  soon  followed  by  an«»lher,  of  greater  extent 
and  more  importance  to  the  country  at  large,  if  not  to  Adrian.  The 
Michit-^an  Southern  P.  P.  was  laid  out  by  the  State,  t(»  be  constructed  as 
a  State  work,  from  Lake  Erie  at  Monroe  to  Lake  Michigan,  running 
ihroutrli  the  county  of  Leu;iwee.  This  road  w:is  completi'd  from  .Monroe 
to  Adriiin  in  is:'.!).  and  to  llillsdijie  in  ISt:?,  ;ind  was  operated  by  the 
State  until  in  lS4r)  it  was  sold  to  the  M.  S.  |{.  P.  Co..  Iln-n  incoi  poiated. 
Another  contest  arose  between  Adriini  and  Tecuniseh  in  respect  to  the 
route  of  its  ro:id— two  lines  being  projected,  one  running  throngh  Adriini 
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aud  the  other  through  Tecuinseh.  A  high  degree  of  interest  was  felt  in 
this  question,  each  town  being  of  course  naturally  anxious  to  secure  to 
itself  its  location.  The  commissioners  decided  finally  to  lay  it  through 
Adrian,  and  it  was  so  constructed,  and  its  advantages  secured  to  the 
latter  town.  A  connection  with  this  road  was,  however,  subsequently 
secured  to  Tecumseh  by  the  construction  of  the  Jackson  branch  of  the 
same,  running  through  that  town. 

In  1836  Adrian  was  incorporated  as  a  village  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  on  the  31st  of  January,  1853,  it  was  in  like  manner  incor- 
porated as  a  city,  with  four  wards,  and  so  it  still  remains. 

This  imperfect  sketch  of  some  of  the  leading  facts  in  the  history  of  our 
beautiful  city  ought  not  to  close  without  an  allusion  at  least  to  some 
interests  of  a  higher  nature  than  its  material  advantages.  Its  commodious 
and  elegant  churches — Congregational,  Episcopal,  Presbyterian,  Baptist, 
Methodist,  Lutheran,  and  Catholic, — its  college,  with  its  eleven  professors 
and  tutors,  aud  nearby  two  hundred  students;  its  public  schools,  with  its 
central  and  four  branch  or  ward  school-houses,  unsurpassed  in  comfort, 
convenience,  and  elegance,  and  in  all  their  appointments  by  any  town 
in  the  land,  and  the  schools  in  their  thorough  and  liberal  course  of 
instruction^  in  the  character  of  their  teachers,  and  in  all  that  is  desir- 
able in  institutions  of  this  kind,  equaled  by  few  and  excelled  by  none; 
its  two  daily  newspapers — all  these  and  others  are  well  worthy  of  a 
more  extended  notice  than  it  is  possible  to  give  them  in  the  limited 
time  at  our  disposal. 

Nor  ought  we  to  pass  over  other  portions  of  the  county  without  some 
notice,  though  necessarily  very  brief. 

The  settlement  of  the  town  of  Blissfield,  as  we  have  before  noticed, 
was  almost  cotemporaneous  with  that  of  Tecumseh,  the  first  inhabitant, 
Mr.  Bliss,  locating  there  in  December,  1824,  and  being  followed  the  next 
year  by  two  or  three  other  families,  and  the  year  following  by  still  more. 
It  now  has  the  thriving  and  important  village  of  Blissfield,  and  is  a 
populous  and  wealthy  township. 

In  1833  the  first  opening  was  made  in  the  present  township  of  Seneca, 
by  Gershum  Bennett  and  Francis  Hagaman,  putting  up  the  first  log  cabin 
in  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the  county.  The  flourishing  village 
of  Morenci  is  situated  in  this  township. 

In  the  same  year  the  first  settler  located  himself  in  the  present  town- 
ship of  Hudson, — Hiram  Kidder. 

In  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  count}'  the  township  of  Cambridge, 
with  its  high,  rolling  surface,  and  its  clear  streams  and  beautiful  lakes, 
the  first  actual  settler  was  Charles  Blackmar,  in  1829.  Its  charming 
lakes  early  attracted  people  of  culture  and  taste,  as  settlers,  and  have 
ever  since  made  it  a  favorite  resort,  as  it  continues  to  be,  during  the 
summer  season,  of  large  numbers  who  go  to  enjoy  the  quiet  loveliness 
of  its  lakes,  and  to  bathe  and  fish  in  their  waters. 

These  first  settlers  in  all  the  towms  we  have  mentioned  (and  the  same 
is  true,  probably,  of  most  or  all  the  remaining  towns),  almost  without 
exception,  emigrated  from  the  State  of  New  York,  which  noble  State  has 
furnished  by  far  the  larger  part  of  emigration  during  the  whole  period 
of  its  settlement. 

The  New  England  states  and  other  northern  states,  however,  have 
contributed  liberally,  and  we  have  in  addition  quite  a  large  element 
of  the  better  class  of  European  emigrants,  English,  Scotch,  Irish,  and 
30 
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(Jerman.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  county  at  the  west  can  boast  a  better 
chiss  of  ininii<;rants.  and  few,  after  the  immij^ration  once  set  in,  have 
tilk'd  u{)  mort'  nii»idl.^.  Tlie  jiojnihition,  according'  lo  tlu'  census  of  1874. 
just  Hfty  years  after  the  tirst  setth-r  entered  its  lK)Uiids.  was  4«i,()Sl,  bein^i 
llie  fourtli  county  in  point  of  jiopuhition   in  tlie  State. 

In  character  with  the  New  Y(uk  and  New  Knj,dand  <>ri};in  of  the  earlj 
settlers,  the  school  house  and  the  church  have  gone  up  in  the  new  settle- 
ment almost  simultaneously  with  the  first  log  cabins,  and  no  county  of 
the  West,  not  its  superior  in  age,  is  better  supplied  with  both,  or  with 
those  of  a  better  character — the  architecture  and  surroundings  of  the 
school  houses,  and  the  arrangement  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
the  j)upils,  as  well  in  the  rural  portions  of  the  county  as  in  the  town?<, 
being  in  many  rases  highly  creditable  to  the  taste  and  judgment  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  portion  of  the  country. 
Much  attention  has  been  given  to  make  the  school  houses  where  the 
children  are  taught  attractive  and  pleasant,  as  they  should  be,  and  in 
this  respect  there  has  been  a  large  advance  within  the  last  twenty-fiTe 
years — and  the  school  houses  of  the  present  day  are  very  unlike  (he  bare 
and  unattractive  ones  in  which  many  of  us  were  taught. 

But  we  have  said  nothing  as  yet  about  the  wars  in  which  the  county 
has  been  involved,  except  the  war  about  the  county-seat,  and  in  that  no 
blood  was  shed.  Other  wars  it  has  had,  calling  its  martial  population 
into  the  field  once  and  again,  though  fortunately  these  last  mentioned 
wars  in  the  end  turned  out  as  far  as  they  were  commenced  as  bloodless 
as  the  first.     The  first  was  the  Black  Hawk  war  of  1882. 

There  was  great  alarm  through  the  scattered  settlements  of  Michi- 
gan when  intelligence  came  by  a  messenger  sent  by  the  Indian  agent  at 
Chicago,  and  through  other  channels,  that  the  Indians,  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  under  the  noted  Black  Hawk,  had  collected  in  large  numbers  in 
the  vicinity  of  Fox  River  and  had  commenced  hostilities,  that  they  were 
making  their  way  westward,  murdering  the  white  inhabitants  and 
threatening  Chicago,  at  that  time  an  insignificant  trading  post,  though 
protected  by  a  fort,  with  a  strong  probability  that  if  that  fell  into  their 
hands  they  would  contiue  their  way  eastward  through  the  feeble  settle- 
ments in  northern  Indiana  and  ^lichigan  to  Canada. 

A  request  was  made  by  the  agent  at  Chicago  that  a  force  of  Michigan 
militia  might  be  sent  s|)eedily  to  their  assistance  for  their  ])rotection 
until  aid  could  be  procured  from  the  TI.  S.  forces. 

Many  exaggerated  stories  of  the  depredations  and  atrocities  of  the 
Indians  came  through  other  channels. 

It  is  dilficult  for  us  at  the  present  time,  in  the  security  of  our  homes, 
and  happily,  without  experienc(«  of  danger  from  hostile  savages,  to  realise 
the  degree  of  excitement  and  alarm  which  these  rumors,  growing  as  they 
went,  and  magnifying  the  forces  of  the  Indians  and  the  numbers  of  their 
victims,  |)revailed  among  th<'  scattered  and  exposed  settlements  of  the 
frontier,  at  that  time.  It  was  greatly  feared,  too,  that  the  Indians  of  our 
our  own  section,  the  apparently  friendly  Pottawattomies,  might  be  in- 
•  liicfd  to  join  the  league  and  make  common  cause  with  their  red  brethren 
against  the  whites.  Who  could  lie  down  at  night  with  assurance  that  they 
would  not  at  the  ini<liiiglit  hour  be  aroused  by  the  terrible  war-whoop, 
and  awake  to  tind  their  dwellings  in  (lames,  and  the  deadly  rille  or  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  of  their  merciless  savage  foe  gleaming 
in  the  light?     The  inhabitants  of  Chicago,  many  of  them  took  refuge  in 
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the  fort,  and  many  isloated  families  in  tlie  new  settlements  of  Indiana 
and  Michigan,  forsook  their  homes  and  sought  security  elsewhere. 

The  pioneers  of  the  Kaisin  Valley  and  southern  Michigan  were  no 
cowards.  Gen.  Brown  was  at  that  time  in  command  of  the  Third  Brigade 
of  Michigan  militia,  embracing  several  regiments  in  Lenawee  and  the 
counties  west  of  it  as  far  as  Niles.  Without  waiting  for  an  order  from 
the  territorial  Governor  (which^  however,  came  soon  after),  upon  receipt 
of  this  intelligence  and  the  call  of  the  Indian  Agent,  he  issued  an  order 
calling  out  the  regiments  in  his  brigade  and  ordering  them  to  redezvous 
as  speedily  as  possible  at  Niles.  The  order  was  promptly  responded  to 
by  the  Eighth  regiment,  Col.  Wm.  McNair,  composed  of  inhabitants  of 
the  valley  of  the  Kaisin,  one  company  from  Adrian,  two  from  Tecumseh, 
and  one  from  Clinton,  and  it  took  up  its  line  of  march  from  Tecumseh 
by  way  of  the  Chicago  turnpike  through  Jonesville,  Coldwater,  and 
Sturgis  to  Niles,  where  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  also  col- 
lected. 

To  rescue  Chicago  would  be  the  most  effectual  way  to  protect  their 
own  homes  and  loved  ones.  It  was  better  to  meet  the  enemy  before  he 
entered  their  borders  than  to  wait  and  meet  him  at  their  own  doors. 
In  the  order  issued  by  Gen.  Brown  to  Col.  McNair  occur  these  words, 
which  I  cannot  forbear  to  quote:  "Take  no.  man  with  you  who  is  not 
a  volunteer.  Let  the  timid  return  to  their  homes."  The  order  was 
promulgated  upon  the  parade  of  the  regiment  at  Tecumseh,  and  those 
who  did  not  choose  to  volunteer  were  directed  to  advance  four  paces  in 
front.     Not  a  man  left  the  ranks. 

The  details  of  that  expedition  and  of  the  war  cannot  be  given  here. 
Suffice  to  say  that  a  force  from  the  regular  army,  under  Gen.  Atkinson,, 
succeeded  in  overpowering  the  Indians  before  they  reached  Chicago, 
capturing  Black  Hawk  and  putting  an  end  to  the  war  without  the  aid 
of  our  militia.  Orders  were  received  by  Gen.  Brown  at  Niles  to  disband 
the  forces  under  his  command,  and  the  Lenawee  regiment  being  honor- 
ably discharged,  and  with  the  thanks  of  the  commanding  general  for  the 
promptness  and  alacrity  with  which  they  had  responded  to  the  call,  and 
the  faithful  performance  of  duty,  returned  to  their  homes,  where  they 
were  warmly  welcomed,  their  absence  having  deprived  the  settlements 
for  the  time  being  of  most  of  their  effective  men,  and  leaving  them  quite 
defenseless  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  Indians,  whicli  they  feared. 
Of  the  men  who  went  in  this  expedition  two  deserted;  all  of  the  rest 
remained  true  and  showed  their  readiness  to  meet  the  savage  foe,  though 
happily  they  were  spared  the  necessity.  The  men  received  from  the 
IT.  S.  one  month's  pay  and  160  acres  of  land  each. 

The  other  war  in  which  the  county  was  involved  was  the  one  known 
as  the  Toledo  war.  This,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  a  contest  in  1834. 
between  Michigan,  just  then  preparing  to  undergo  its  transformation 
from  a  Territory  to  a  State,  and  the  older  and  more  powerful  State  of 
Ohio,  for  the  possession  of  a  strip  of  land  on  the  southern  border  of 
Michigan,  some  10  miles  in  width  at  the  east  end  and  tapering  at  a  point 
at  the  west,  embracing  of  course,  a  portion  of  our  goodly  county  of  Lena- 
wee, as  well  as  the  port  and  site  of  the  present  city  of  Toledo. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787,  the  Magna  Charta  of  that  vast  territory 
ceded  by  Virginia  to  the  U.  S.  lying  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  out  of  which 
the  great  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin  have 
been  successivelv  formed.  Congress  was  authorized  to  form  one  or  two 
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Stall's  ill  iliai  itortioii  of  the  country  lyinj;  north  of  an  oast  and  west  line 
drawn  lhrouj;h  the  sontlierly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Mlehi<j;an — thus 
estiil)lisliin<^^  that  line  as  the  soutliern  l»oundar,v  of  such  States;  and  it 
was  provided  that  whenever  any  of  said  States  should  have  GO,OOU  free 
inhabitants  therein,  such  State  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  and  should  be  at  liberty  to  form 
a  permanent  constitution  and  State  government. 

liy  an  act  of  (Jongress  passed  in  1805,  the  Territory  of  .Michigan  was 
organized,  with  a  Territijrial  Government,  making  its  southern  boundary 
the  line  before  mentioned,  and  it  was  enacted  tliat  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Territory  should  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  secured  by  the  ordi- 
nance aforesaid. 

The  mouth  of  the  Maumee  and  the  disputed  territory  were  north  of 
this  line,  and  of  course  within  the  limits  of  Michigan.  iJut  Ohio,  when 
she  came  to  form  a  State  Government,  by  her  constitution  adopted 
another  line  as  her  northern  boundary,  so  as  to  include  within  her 
boundaries  the  territory  in  question. 

The  details  of  this  controversy  cannot  be  given  here.  It  would  require- 
too  much  time,  and  it  belongs  to  the  history  of  the  State  rather  than 
of  this  county,  though  the  county  was  directly  interested,  and  deeply 
involved  in  it. 

Both  Michigan  and  Ohio  claimed  the  territory,  and  each  called  out  a 
force  of  militia  to  enforce  its  claim  to  the  possession  of  the  same. 

The  force  of  Michigan,  some  1,200  or  1,500  strong,  a  portion  of  them 
from  this  county,  was  undei-  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Brown,  in  whose 
ability  and  discretion  acting  Governor  Mason  manifested  liis  contideud' 
by  selecting  him  for  this  delicate  and  responsible  duty. 

They  marched  to  Toledo  and  held  possession  of  the  same  for  several 
weeks.  The  force  of  Ohio  was  also  encamped  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
actual  hostilities  seemed  imminent,  but  no  actual  fighting  took  place. 
Many  amusing  and  ludicrous  incidents  occurred,  so  that  after  the  affair 
was  over  it  came  to  be  regarded  as  a  farce,  though  at  the  time  threaten- 
ing very  serious  conseijuences. 

After  remaining  in  this  hostile  attitude  for  a  few  weeks,  the  military 
force  on  both  sides  was  withdrawn,  and  the  matter  left  to  the  decision 
of   Congress. 

The  result  was  that  Ohio,  inlluential  and  powerful  with  her  twelve 
members  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  prevailed  against  her  younger  and 
weaker  sister  Michigan,  with  her  single  d<Megate,  and  he  without  the 
right  of  voting,  and  before  (Congress  would  admit  her  into  the  Union 
as  a  State  she  was  recpiired  to  assent  to  the  change  in  her  boundarii-.s 
and  to  adopt  the  boundary  claimed  l)y  Ohio;  but  in  order  to  make  lur 
some  amends,  the  Northern  I'eninsula,  Ihen  no  part  of  .Michigan,  was 
offered  her. 

Michigan  at  first  rejected  this  overture.  A  convent  i(»M  called  to  a«  i 
u|»on  it  refused  lo  give  the  assent  recjuired.  Her  people  at  the  time  felt 
keenly  upon  the  subject.  They  felt  that  in-r  right  to  the  territory, 
under  llu'  ordinance  and  under  Ihe  act  of  Congress  of  iSO.'i,  was  uncjues 
(ionable;  and  there  are  few,  in  this  Slate  at  least,  who  have  examined 
the  (|ueslion.  that  do  not  regard  il  sf)  to  this  day. 

Hut  this  de<ision  of  Ihe  convention  of  Michigan  did  noi  linally  prevail. 
A  large  and  influential  portion  of  the  citizens,  some  from  public  eon- 
siih-rations.  and  others,  jierhaps,  fi-om  private  reasons.  Ihought  it  higlily 
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desirable  that  the  State  .should  be  speedily  admitted  into  the  Uuiou. 
Another  convention  was  accordingly  called,  not  by  the  Governor  or  by 
any  legal  authority,  but  by  the  Democratic  Central  Committee,  request- 
ing the  people  in  the  several  townships  to  elect  delegates.  The  conven- 
tion met,  and  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  gave  the  required 
assent.  This,  after  considerable  discussion,  was  accepted  by  Congress 
as  a  compliance  with  the  condition,  and  the  State  was  admitted  by  an 
act  passed  on  the  27th  of  January,  1837,  and  thus  the  controversy  ended. 

The  people  of  Michigan  were  ill-satisfied  at  the  time,  being  little 
aware  of  the  mineral  value  of  the  Upper  Peninsula,  which  they  acquired 
in  lieu  of  the  strip  surrendered.  But  the  subsequent  development  of 
that  region  has  shown  that  they  got  an  ample  equivalent,  and  that  the 
bargain,  though  in  a  manner  forced  upon  them,  turned  out  to  be  not  a 
bad  one  for  Michigan. 

Another  incident  or  two  and  we  will  end  this  imperfect  sketch,  already 
,too  long  for  the  occasion,  though  there  are  materials  at  hand  to  fill  a 
volume. 

The  court-house  erected  at  Adrian  in  1839,  as  before  mentioned,  and 
containing  the  county  offices,  was  destroyed  by  fire  March  14,  1852,  and 
with  it  all  the  records  of  the  county  clerk's  office,  though  fortunately  the 
valuable  records  of  the  county  register  and  county  treasurer  were  saved. 
The  court-house  has  never  been  rebuilt,  and  from  that  time,  twenty-four 
.years,  the  county  has  had  none, — very  much  to  the  inconvenience  and  not 
much  to  the  credit  of  so  large  and  populous  and  wealthy  a  county.  The 
courts  have  been  held  in  different  places  temporarily  provided  for  them, 
first  in  one  hall  and  then  in  another,  and  for  a  number  of  jears  in  an  old 
abandoned  church. 

Fellow  citizens,  my  task  as  historian  is  done. 

As  during  the  century  past,  the  United  States  as  a  people,  a  nation, 
have  so  marvelously,  under  the  favor  of  Providence,  grown  and  increased 
in  all  the  elements  of  greatness  and  power,  extending  itself  and  its  popu- 
lation from  the  narrow  strip  along  the  Atlantic  which  it  occupied  in  1776^ 
by  a  wide  and  magnificent  belt  across  the  heart  of  the  entire  continent 
to  the  Pacific;  and  as  our  own  county  has,  on  its  smaller  scale,  during 
the  half  century,  in  like  manner  grown  and  developed  and  increased  to 
take  its  place  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  counties  of  our  State,  and  to 
rival  most  of  the  agricultural  counties  in  the  older  portions  of  the  country, 
let  us  hope  that  the  future  has  still  greater  things  in  store  for  us.  Let  us 
cherish  union,  and  set  our  faces  against  everything  cnlculated  to  create 
sectional  sti'ife  and  dissensions. 

Hushed  be  the  voice  of  party  and  the  noise  of  party  strife  this  day 
at  least,  as  we  join  together  in  its  celebration  as  one  people,  having  a 
common  interest  in  that  which  it  commemorates,  happy  that  at  the  end 
of  100  years  the  goodly  heritage  which  our  fathers  bequeathed  to  us 
remains  unimpaired  for  us  to  transmit  to  those  that  come  after  us,  that 
our  government,  our  institutions,  and  our  union  have  survived  the  shock 
of  war,  foreign  and  domestic,  and  perhaps  the  still  greater  danger  from 
corruption  within. 

As  both  the  great  political  parties  have  united  to  put  down  treason 
and  rebellion,  so  let  both  parties  and  all  parties  unite  to  rebuke  cor- 
ruption wherever  found,  in  whatever  party;  and  may  the  close  of  another 
century  find  us.  as  a  people,  as  to-day,  united,  hai)j»y,  and  free. 
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A  SKETCH   OF  TllK  FIKST  PKESLSYTKKIAN   CllUHCH.   PREPAKKD   BY   JAMES   T. 

KEDZIE  FOR  THE  EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  OF   THE 

PRESBYTERIAN   HISTOKIAL   SOCIETY. 

It  is  dilliciilt  to  jraibfi-  a  connected  uaiTulive  out  of  the  meagre  sourceM 
that  are  at  command.  Xeither  the  records  of  the  session  nor  of  the  trus- 
tees ever  contemplated  preserving'  a  connected  history.  Jf  what  is  now 
written  does  not  meet  the  expectation  of  some^  it  must  be  considered  that 
our  fathers  were  not  aware  of  the  interest  coming  generations  would  feel 
in  them  and  the  subsequent  history  of  the  church.  Therefore^  much  that 
would  be  of  great  interest  in  this  centennial  year  of  our  national  govern 
ment  is  buried  beyond  resurrection  and  cannot  now  be  obtained. 

Next  to  the  t;>aviour  himself  stands  the  Church  as  an  object  of  interest 
and  love.  Aside  from  the  birth  at  Bethlehem,  the  dearest  in  all  ecclesi- 
astical history  is  the  (Jhurch,  springing  into  existence  three  thousand 
strong  on  the  day  of  I'entecost.  How  pleasant,  then,  it  is  to  the  Veader 
of  church  history  in  the  past,  a  description  of  the  birth  of  individual 
churches. 

If  angels  were  glad  at  Bethlehem,  and  at  Pentecost  rejoiced  for  each 
of  the  o,()U0  that  repented,  certainly  there  is  joy  in  heaven  when  a  few 
names  of  believers  from  the  alleclion  of  fervent  hearts  unite  to  form  a 
church,  which  in  every  community  is  a  nucleus  for  every  thing  that  is 
desirable  for  their  welfare. 

It  is  a  source  of  congratulation  that  in  the  early  history  of  our  town 
two  men  and  seven  women  were  formed  into  a  church  February  l52d. 
182J),  and  known  as  the  "First  I'resbyterian  Church  of  Jilissheld."  At 
that  early  day  the  modern  conveniences  of  commerce  and  travel  which 
we  now  enjoy  were  scarcely  dreamed  of.  and  as  countrymen  we  are 
accustomed  to  yield  honor  to  the  brave  pit>neers  who  penetrated  the  for- 
est, bridged  the  streams,  and  made  lionu's  for  coming  generations.  But 
does  the  church  yield  the  praise  due  to  the  van  of  Christ's  army?  Those 
men  who  j)ush  away  from  the  old  established  means  of  gract',  and  carry 
the  standard  of  the  precious  gospel  to  helds  yet  uncultivated,  and  plant 
it  on  a  foundation  that  no  other  man  has  laid!  Those  who,  amid  the 
embarrassments  and  trials  and  nuiterial  wants  of  pioneer  life,  can  still 
find  it  in  their  hearts  to  live  and  give  for  Christ,  who  are  unwilling  to 
rest  where  there  is  no  altar  of  the  ]>ord,  and  who.  though  feeble  and  few. 
are  anxious  to  plant  I  lie  church,  and  do  so  in  human  weakness,  yet  in 
that  p<»wer  of  prayer  which  assni-es  tliem  succ<>ss.  Such  j>redeces80rs 
in  any  branch  of  (Jhrist's  rhuiih  ought  to  be  remenibered  and  mentioned 
with  the  siticerest  respect  and  love.  Therefoie.  we  name  the  tirst  nine 
members  of  this  church:  llervey  Bliss,  Nancy  Bliss,  Timothy  B.  GotT. 
Sally  (JolT.  Mahetabh-  (ioW.  Marg-aret  Kedzie,  Ksther  West,  Isabella 
Clark,  Margaret  Kay. 

The  ofliciMting  cleigyniaii  was  Ke\ .  Alans(»n  Darwin  <»f  Trfiimseh,  and 
fourte<'n  miles  of  wildei-iiess  he  had  to  |>ass  thi-ongh  to  reath  us.  Baj*- 
tism  was  administt-rrd  to  three  chihlren  of  Mr.  Uliss,  viz.:  Hiram  W.. 
Caroline  L.,  Whiting  C.  Mis  second  visit  was  the  next  May.  when  Wii 
lar<l  (lolf  was  received  a  memlier.  ami  a  daughter  of  .1.  Trestoii,  Sr.,  hap 
lized.  His  third  visit  was  February  lil.  \S'M\.  ( ►f  the  three  then  admitted 
only  one  is  now  living,  lOlizabefh,  wife  of  Alnutnd  Harrison.  Kstj.,  and  of 
the  two  baptized  only  one  remains.  Hester  Ann.  wife  of   Heacon  Carpen- 
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ter.  His  fourth  and  last  visit  was  December  19tb,  1830,  when  Deacon 
Nathan  Gibbs,  his  wife  Anna,  and  son  Nathan  united  by  letter.  At  all 
these  meetings  the  Lord's  supper  was  administered. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-four  days  passed  before  another  meeting 
of  the  kind,  then  by  Rev.  P.  M.  Warriner  from  Monroe,  who  received  into 
the  church  Sewall  S.  Goff,  his  wife  Margaret,  and  Jane  E.  Preston.  He 
Baptized  Hervey  K.  Bliss,  Newal  H.  Goff,  Lucinda  Buck,  and  Daniel  AV. 
Golf,  and  ordained  three  elders  (the  first  chosen),  viz.:  Deacon  Nathan 
Gibbs,  Hervey  Bliss,  and  Timothy  B.  Goff. 

Another  year  and  five  days  passed  before  a  record  is  made,  and  that 
only  to  choose  the  first  delegate  to  Presbytery,  in  the  person  of  Deacon 
Gibbs,  Sr.  Also  at  this  meeting  the  first  clerk  of  session  was  elected, — 
Timothy  B.  Goff, — but  there  is  no  evidence  of  his  serving. 

About  the  fourth  anniversary  of  our  church  organization,  viz.:  (Feb- 
ruary 20,  1833)  Rev.  Reuben  Armstrong,  from  Plymouth,  Wayne  county, 
came  among  us  as  our  stated  supply  and  remained  until  July  1st,  1835. 
During  this  time  the  ordinances  were  regularly  administered.  Seven 
children  baptized,  sixteen  added  to  the  church,  and  two  elders  ordained. 
— William  Goff,  November  16,  1833,  and  Samuel  A.  Stewart,  January  13. 
1835.  There  is  no  record  of  the  amount  of  salary  paid,  nor  of  the  con- 
tributions of  the  church.  The  latter  is  believed  to  have  been  very  limited, 
and  the  former  not  to  have  exceeded  |300.  How  a  minister  could  support 
himself,  wife,  and  two  daughters  (young  ladies  grown)  on  such  a  pittance 
would  be  marvelous  in  our  eyes. 

One  year  and  a  half  passed  before  the  second  settled  minister  came 
among  us,  Rev.  J.  Jay  Dana,  from  Massachusetts,  and  remained  with  us 
until  May,  1838.  During  this  time  there  is  a  record  of  two  infants 
baptized  and  thirteen  members  added  to  the  church,  and  the  same  lack 
of  knowledge  in  reference  to  salary,  contributions,  etc. 

Our  third  supply  was  Rev.  John  Walker,  who  resided  at  Palmyra,  but 
was  with  us  once  in  1838,  when  it  is  supposed  he  administered  the  sacra- 
ments, at  least  there  is  evidence  of  one  baptism.  Again  in  December, 
1839,  he  received  to  the  membership  one,  and  ordained  two  elders, — 
Jared  Pratt  and  Anthoney  McKey.  January  31st,  1840,  he  ordained 
John  Harrison  a  ruling  elder.  This  closed  his  labors  for  the  present. 
After  him,  in  June,  1841,  another  supply,  Rev.  J.  L.  Tomlinson.  Though 
residing  in  Adrian,  his  labors  with  us  were  quite  constant  until  March 
1843,  and  the  result  was  an  addition  of  eight  on  profession  of  their  faitli, 
and  five  by  letter,  and  one  infant  baptized.     This  was  the  first  revival. 

Two  years  pass  and  another  spiritual  father  comes  among  us — Rev. 
John  Monteith.  He  began  his  work  here  May  20,  1845,  and  continued  ten 
years.  This  good  man  was,  more  than  any  before  him,  the  father  of  this 
church,  and  his  uncommon  gift  was  not  spent  in  vain.  By  his  indefat- 
igable energy  the  church  edifice  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,800.  It 
was  dedicated  June  5th,  1849.  During  his  stay  eleven  were  received  by 
letter,  seventy-nine  on  profession,  and  seventy-nine  baptized.  He  or- 
dained elders  Wm.  T.  Stow,  Wm.  Colyer,  and  Dr.  Jonas  Brown,  March  1. 
1849,  and  Almond  Harrison,  Jas.  T.  Kedzie,  and  W.  W.  Bliss,  Dec.  24, 
1853.  Twenty-seven  were  dismissed  to  form  the  second  church  at  Deer- 
field,  October  "^19,  1853. 

Jas.  T.  Kedzie  was  elected  clerk  of  the  session,  December  30,  1853,  and 
continues  to  this  day. 

Mr.  Monteith  was  installed  pastor  June  6,  1849,  by  a  committee  of  Mon- 
roe Presbytery ;  sermon  by  Rev.  A.  Smyth,  of  Toledo.     Charge  to  the  peo- 
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pie  by  Rev.  G.  C.  Curtis,  of  Adrian,  and  charge  in  tli<-  pasioi  l>v  Kev.  J. 
B.  Taylor,  of  Sylvania. 

By  this  chiircli.  our  late  pastor  is  indeed  worth v  of  ^^lateful  memory. 
It  was  no  small  honor  that  our  ehureh  should  possess  the  last  of  his 
services  in  the  State,  who  was  the  hrst  i'rotestani  minister  in  Michigan. 

Rev.  E.  R.  BisselMvas  emjdiiyed  in  1S5<>  as  a  stated  supply,  and  re 
mained  one  year.  Four  united  with  the  church  on  profession  at  the  close 
of  his  services. 

Hev.  Justin  Marsh,  as  an  Evangelist,  labored  with  us  for  a  short  time 
in  JSoT.  receiving  six  into  the  church  on  profession,  and  bapti/ed  four. 

From  Mav.  IS.jT.  to  February,  1S.")S,  we  were  without  a  minister.  At 
the  latter  date  commenced  the  labcus  of  Kev.  J.  W.  liaynes.  as  missionary, 
employed  by  the  Presbytery.  Residing  at  Hudson,  l!7  miles  west  of  us, 
he  would  preach  for  us  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  every  Sabbath,  and  at  two 
other  i)oints  east  of  us,  Deertield  and  I'etersburg,  the  same  day.  This 
labor  was  continued  nearly  two  year.s,  and  showed  a  true  missionary 
sjiirit.     Jiesull — three  united  with  the  church,  and  one  adult  bajdized. 

Rev.  Fathei- J(din  Walker,  of  I'almyia,  came  the  second  time  to  i)rea<-h 
the  word  of  life  in  February,  18(>1.  Being  with  us  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion,  the  writer  distinctly  remembers  his  earuest  jtrayer  every  Sab- 
bath for  the  success  of  our  army.  Only  one  joined  the  church  during  his 
last  administration. 

Octobi'r  1!>.  ISC.l'.  began  the  labors  of  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  D. 
II.  Evens.  This,  with  Palmyra,  was  his  lirst  held;  oidaiued  in  April, 
18G3,  by  Monroe  Presbytery,  and  became  our  stated  supply.  His  ministry 
of  three  years  was  very  successful.  Ordained  three  elders — E.  McCoji- 
nell,  John  Preston,  and  Rcdland  B.  O.  Newcomb,  May  ;id.  ISC.i;  received 
into  the  church  on  profession,  twenty-six;  by  letter,  eleven;  baptized, — 
adults,  thirteen;  infants,  nine. 

Rev!  Mr.  Evens  went  from  here  to  Grand  Haven,  February,  18(50,  and 
our  next  suj»i»ly  was  Rev.  J.  W.  Baynes,  Septeudter  \K  1S(>«;.— only  one 
Sabbath.  Again,  for  October  IM.  Rev.  L.  Ix'onard.  from  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. Novend»er  nth.  Rev.  E.  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  and  Decembei-  !)th, 
Rev.  Mr.  P.aldwin,  of  Western  Reserve  Synod.  Others  were  wilh  us 
occasionally  on  the  Sabbath,  but  no  stated  sui)ply  uutil  June,  18<)7,  when 
Rev.  Josejth  Swindt  came  to  reside  with  us,  and  remained  three  years. 
The  additions— Ity  «'xamination.  fourleen;  by  letter,  seventeen;  adults 
baptized,  six:  infants.  thre«». 

The  thii'd  Sabbath  of  May,  ISTO.  the  puljut  was  tilled  by  Rev.  W.  F. 
Dickerman,  of  Adrian  College.  From  that  lime  to  July  it  was  supplied 
by  Rev.  J.  R.  Hubbard,  of  While  Pigecui.  October  17th,  Rev.  J.  Swiudt 
came  and  j)reacln'd  very  acceptably  in  afternoon  and  evening. 

In  November.  Rev.  .Mr.  Baynes  was  employed  again,  and  continued  till 
.\jiiil.  1S71.  lie  administered  the  sacrament  on  the  first  Sabbath  of 
.lanuaiy  and  April,  also  bapti/.ed  one  infant.  From  .\|>ril  to  l)ecend)er 
we  were  without  a  minister,  except  the  lirst  Sabbath  in  .\ugust,  Kev.  J. 
Swindt  visited  us  again,  and  administered  the  sa<ranu'nt  of  the  LordV 
supper. 

This  brings  us  <lown  to  the  time  when  Rev.  .lames  (^uitk  began  his 
lalM)rs  with  us,  Decendier  'Ml,  1S71.  which  continued  three  years.  Re- 
ceived on  examination,  thirtej'ti;  by  letter,  five;  liapti/ed,  eight,  and 
ordained  two  elders -F.  II.  I'.rown  and  .\.  <".  Bartholomew.  February  2*2, 
1874. 


REPORTS    OF    COUNTIES,    ETC.  241 

Since  his  departure  we  have  had  no  minister,  except  one  Sabbath  in 
July,  Rev.  R.  Edgar,  of  Toledo;  and  again  the  last  week  in  September, 
Rev.  D.  P.  Putnam  and  Elder  W.  H.  Boyd,  of  Monroe,  with  Rev.  H.  T. 
Ford,  of  Adrian,  who  spent  two  days,  as  a  committee  of  Presbytery  to  en- 
courage us  as  far  as  possible  to  ''behold  the  pattern  of  the  altar  of  the 
Lord  which  our  fathers  made,"  and  keep  burning  the  incense  of  worship. 
Previous  to  1860,  the  manner  of  keeping  the  records  shows  an  utter  want 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  church  and  society.  From  1860  to  1865, 
the  salaries  and  contributions  paid  were  |1,251.50;  from  1865  to  1870, 
13,055.78;  from  1870  to  1875,  |3,286.02.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-two  have 
been  connected  with  the  church,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-five  bap- 
tized. Our  last  report  to  Presbytery  gave  the  membership  as  seventy, 
and  the  number  of  Sabbath  school  scholars,  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

In  February,  1874,  the  church  adopted  a  limited  Eldership,  and  the 
])resent  board  are  W.  W.  Bliss,  William  Coyler,  Alpheus  Parker,  A.  C. 
Bartholomew,  Dr.  Roland  B.  C.  Newcomb,  and  Jas.  T,  Kedzie.  We  also 
elected  a  board  of  Deacons,  and  the  present  occupants  are  M.  S.  Worth,  D. 
S.  Giles,  Chester  Carpenter,  and  Nelson  L.  Goodrich. 

Approved  by  the  Session. 

JAS.  T.  KEDZIE,  Clerk. 

Dated  Blissfield,  Mich.,  Feb.  22,  1876,  our  47th  anniversary. 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL 

CELEBRATION    OF   THE    FIFTIETH   ANNIVERSARY    Oi^'   THE    SETTLEMENT    OF 

BLISSFIELD.— A  LARGE  AND  PLEASANT  GATHERING 

AT    THE    BLISS    HOMESTEAD. 

A  little  distance  north  of  the  railroad  track  in  Blissfield,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  beautifully  embowered  in  trees,  is  the  Bliss  homestead, 
and  there  on  Wednesday  were  gathered  some  three  or  four  hundred  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Blissfield,  and  their  descendants  for  two  or  three  gener- 
ations. The  invitation  was  to  a  basket  picnic,  and  the  celebration  was 
designed  to  commemorate  the  semi-centennial  of  the  advent  in  the  town 
of  Blissfield  of  its  first  settler.  The  invitation  was  extended  to  "the 
pioneers  of  Blissfield  and  Deerfield,  with  their  families,  and  the  families 
of  those  deceased  who  settled  in  said  townships  prior  to  and  including 
the  year  1835,  covering  the  first  decade  in  the  history  of  the  settlement  of 
the  original  township  of  Blissfield." 

Mr.  Almond  Harrison,  formerly  of  Blissfield,  now  of  Lansing,  one  of  the 
pioneers,  was  appointed  President  of  the  day,  with  the  following  Vice 
Presidents,  most  of  whom  were  present:  Dr.  T.  F.  Dodge,  Adian;  D.  H. 
Clark,  Chas.  Miller,  Deerfield;  Norman  Torrey,  Ezra  Newton,  Samuel 
Bliven,  William  Colyer,  O.  A.  Sackett,  Ruel  Payne,  Charles  Taylor,  Bliss- 
field; C.  H.  Hagaman,  Sylvania. 

The  grounds  were  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  a  platform  and 
seats  had  been  arranged  in  the  shade  of  the  trees.  The  arrangements 
were  under  the  supervision  of  the  following  competent  committee:  Fred. 
(Jannon  and  wife,  Stephen  Frary  and  wife,  P.  T.  Davenport  and  wife, 
Seymour  Barrett  and  wife,  C.  J.  Randall  and  wife,  W.  G.  Giles  and  wife, 
A.  A.  Tennant  and  wife,  Blissfield;  William  Kedzie  and  wife,  Mark  Can- 
non and  wife,  A.  Pool  and  wife,  Deerfield. 
31 
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About  11  A.  M.  the  exercises  were  opened  with  music  by  the  Blissfield 
band.  This  is  an  organization  of  young  men  who.  having  decided  musical 
talent,  have  developed  it  with  a  perseverance  which  other  organizations 
in  more  pretentious  places  would  do  well  to  emulate.  Following  the 
music,  Mr.  W.  W.  Bliss,  of  Blissfield,  made  the  following 

INTRODi;CTORY  REMARKS: 

Friends  and  Fellow  Pioneers: — This  gathering  to-day  is  the  out- 
growth of  our  family  reunion  at  the  old  homestead  last  Thanksgiving, 
just  50  years  from  the  time  our  father  commenced  the  erection  of  a  hous«' 
and  making  a  home  in  the  forests  of  Blissfield,  to  which  place  he  removed 
his  family  the  following  months  December,  1824,  ten  miles  from  any 
human  habitation,  save  the  wigwam  of  the  Indian.  We  had  an  interest- 
ing social  time  at  our  reunion,  but  regretted  that  we  could  not  have  had 
our  children  and  their  families  with  us. 

It  was  suggested  that  when  the  weather  became  warm  we  would  have  a 
meeting  under  the  shade  of  these  trees,  and  invite  some  of  the  old  set- 
tlers to  participate  with  us  in  a  picnic  and  semi-centennial  festival,  and 
hence  the  invitation  which  has  been  given  to  those  who  settled  in  what 
was  formerly  Blissfield  township,  prior  to  the  year  1836,  to  meet  us  with 
their  families  to-day. 

We  are  aware  that  those  who  came  as  late  as  1840  or  1845  are  counted 
amongst  the  early  settlers,  but  owing  to  the  circumscribed  limits  of  the 
grounds  designated  for  this  gathering,  we  could  extend  the  general  invl 
tation  no  further.  Hoping  that  here  to-day  some  arrangements  may  be 
made  for  a  larger  and  more  complete  representation  of  the  pioneer  ele- 
ment embraced,  not  only  in  the  towns  of  Blissfield  and  Deerfield,  but  also 
the  towns  of  Palmyra,  Fairfield,  Ogden,  and  Riga,  which  were  attached 
to  and  included  in  the  townshij)  of  lilissfield  at  its  organization,  and  that 
the  matter  be  i)laced  in  th<'  hands  of  committees  to  arrange  ioi-  a  pioneer 
ma.ss  meeting  in  some  convenient  grove  in  the  eaily  autumn  ol"  the  pi'cs- 
ent  year;  and  that  a  committee  also  be  appointed  in  each  of  the  several 
towns  named,  to  write  up  as  full  and  complete  a  history  of  the  settlement 
and  growth  of  these  towns  as  time  will  permit,  to  be  presented  at  said 
meeting.  Thus  a  point  will  have  been  gained  and  a  start  made  for  the 
historian  a  half  century  hence,  when  most  of  us  here  today  shall  have 
l)assed  away,  and  our  children  and  children's  «hildren  shall  have  cause 
for  gratitude  that  so  good  a  thing  had  been  accomi»lished. 

We  are  very  mncli  gratified  at  the  presence  to-day  of  our  old  friend  and 
former  fellow  townsman.  Almond  Harrison,  Esq.,  of  Lansing,  whose  set 
tlement  here  dates  back  nearly  or  (luile  half  a  century,  and  who  found, 
at  the  time  of  his  coming,  but  two  families  in  all  this  region  of  country. 
He  having  been  invited  to  preside  at  this  meeting,  will  now  direct  the 
exerci.ses. 

This  was  followed  by  the  reading,  by  Kev.  .Mr.  Way.  of  Illissfield,  of  a 
selection  of  Scriptures.  He  chose  and  r<'ad,  in  an  im|>ressive  manner 
the  first  eight  verses  of  the  44th  Psalm.  This  was  followed  liy  an  ini 
j)ressive  and  very  ajij)roj»riate  prayer  by  the  chaplain  of  the  day.  Hev.  A. 
S.  Kedzie,  of  Dowagiac. 

Music  came  next  on  the  programme,  and  the  fine  old  tune  "America" 
was  admiralily  rendc-red  by  a  glee  club,  and  we  need  not  say  that  the 
rendition  was  aiiinirable  wlien  we  give  the  names  of  the  persons  compos 
ing  tlw  club.  They  were  W.  W.  (JotT,  W.  I.  P.liss.  M.  B.  Hice,  A.  L.  Itliss, 
C  M.  I'.liss.  Miss  ib-nnie  NVwcomb,  Mrs.  \V.  W.  (JolT,  Mi-s.  M.  B.  Rice, 
.Miss  I  lorence  Rice,  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Bliss.  Miss  Jennie  Way  presiding  at 
the  organ.  Following  tlie  music.  Mr.  .lames  T.  Kedzie.  of  Mlisstield,  rea<l 
the  following: 
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HISTORICAL  REVIEW. 

Mr.  President:  Few  live  to  celebrate  a  semi-centeiinial  event  of  their 
lives  in  this  age  of  the  world;  but  I  am  thankful  in  being  able  to  say  to 
you  to-day,  that  there  are  those  in  our  presence  who  witnessed  the  advent 
of  the  first  immigrant  to  this  town,  late  in  the  fall  of  1824.  It  was  Her- 
vey  Bliss  with  his  family.  Here  are  his  children  and  his  children's  chil 
dren,  even  to  the  third  generation.  Some  of  these  have  witnessed  more 
than  fifty  revolutions  of  the  earth  around  the  sun,  and  so^  of  course,  dis- 
tinctly remember  the  most  trifling  event  connected  with_,  what  would 
seem  to  us,  a  hazardous  and  wonderful  undertaking. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  contemplate  the  surroundings;  let  us  conceive, 
if  possible,  what  could  induce  a  man  to  leave  civilization,  and  with  a 
young  family  press  his  way  so  far  into  the  wilderness.  None  lived  west 
of  him,  none  north,  none  south,  and  his  eastern  neighbors  were  at  such  a 
distance  that  they  could  not  be  available  in  case  of  need. 

But  Mr.  Bliss  was  a  man  of  faith  as  well  as  a  man  of  prayer.  He  saw 
at  a  glance  that  the  soil  that  produced  such  majestic  oaks  and  other  more 
valuable  trees  in  this  vast  forest  could  be  made  a  pleasant  home  for 
future  generations;  that  a  country  rich  as  the  valley  of  the  Raisin  was 
well  calculated  to  produce  all  that  man  required  in  this  life  when  once 
improved.  With  this  in  view,  he  bids  adieu  to  the  world,  and  with  ax 
in  hand  cuts  his  path  where  no  human  footstep  had  marked  the  way, 
until  he  reached  the  spot  on  yonder  bank — there  he  stuck  his  stake — 
pitched  his  tent — weary  with  the  labors  of  the  journey,  slept  under  the 
leafless  trees,  trusting  in  the  care  and  protection  of  his  Heavenly  Father. 
We  may  well  imagine  what  were  his  feelings  as  he  opened  his  eyes  upon 
the  light  of  a  new  day,  in  a  new  world.  Did  he  perceive  the  trees  to  be 
men — not  walking,  but  standing  as  sentinels  to  guard  him  from  the  wild 
and  ferocious  beast?  Did  not  his  courage  fail  when  he  saw  that  his  own 
right  arm  must  fell  those  giant  trees  that  covered  all  this  ground  so 
thick  that  the  sun's  rays  could  scarcely  penetrate?  Whatever  may  have 
been  his  thoughts,  one  thing  is  certain,  he  persevered.  This  mansion, 
under  the  shadow  of  which  we  repose  so  comfortably  to-day,  is  a  proof 
of  that  fact.  It  is  still  owned  by  his  heirs,  and  faithfully  preserved  by  a 
son  and  daughter  who  know  its  worth — know  the  trial  and  cost  of  its 
erection.  It  was  from  this  that  the  father  passed  away  to  mansions  on 
high  in  1841,  and  the  mother  in  1848.  No  wonder  this  is  the  dearest  home 
on  earth  to  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliss.  Let  it  be  preserved.  I 
charge  it  upon  coming  generations  to  preserve  this  house,  these  pleasant 
walks  and  shades,  that  at  the  end  of  the  first  century,  a  centennial  meet- 
ing be  held  in  this  grove,  and  then  repeat  the  story  which  we  tell  to-day. 
of  the  first  immigration  to  this  town.  Tell  the  generation  then  living 
the  trials  of  pioneer  life  were  such  as  can  only  be  realized  by  those  who 
have  had  the  experience.  Tell  them  there  were  no  physician  to  heal  the 
sick,  no  gospel  dispensed  by  the  living  ministry,  no  schoolmaster  to  train 
the  young  idea  how  to  shoot,  no  mills  to  grind  the  corn  and  saw  the 
boards,  no  horse  to  ride,  and  no  roads  to  travel,  no  bell  to  toll  the  funeral 
dirge,  and  no  hearse  to  carry  out  our  dead.  Tell  them  all  this  and  much 
more,  had  we  time;  but  don't  forget  to  tell  them  also  of  our  joys.  The 
expectations  of  the  first  pioneer  were  soon  realized,  for  every  new  immi- 
grant was  a  joy.  It  mattered  but  little  from  whence  he  came,  or  who  he 
was,  it  was  talked  over  at  the  breakfast,  the  dinner  and  the  supper  table; 
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and  no  doubt  many  a  flashing  dream  passed  through  the  brain  at  night 
respecting  the  new  comer.  Suffice  it  to  say  he  was  treated  as  a  neigh- 
bor, a  friend,  a  brother;  one  who  was  ready  to  forego  present  pleasures 
for  the  future  good  was  a  man  to  be  trusted. 

This  was  not  all.  It  was  joy  to  see  the  oaks  fall,  much  more  to  see 
them  consumed  in  a  burning  conflagration.  Then  the  inclosure — the  lirst 
lield — the  growing  corn — tlu'  first  harvest,  garnered  with  the  utmost 
care  and  delight.  It  was  a  joy  to  see  the  first  school  house,  though 
erected  without  a  board,  shingle,  stone,  brick  or  stove.  It  was  in  such 
a  building  your  speaker  graduated  under  the  now  venerable  Dr.  Thomas 
F.  Dodge,  who  was  an  early  pioneer  to  this  town,  but  for  the  last  forty 
years  a  resident  of  Adrian,  and  I  have  no  doubt  his  heart  was  often 
grieved  by  my  attraction  to  the  ice,  with  skates  upon  my  feet,  rather  than 
a  desire  to  treasure  up  Webster  and  Daboll  in  the  head. 

Though  it  may  bring  up  solemn  memories,  j»ermit  me  here  to  name  a 
few  of  my  classmates:  Edmund  Khodes,  John  C,  Wm.  G.,  Mary  Ann. 
and  JaneViiles,  Samuel.  Frank,  and  Lewis  Wheeler.  William,  Chester  J.. 
Emily,  and  Thirza  Randall,  Stei)hen,  Benjamin,  and  Lucy  Frary,  William 
W.,  Hiram  W.,  Emeline,  and  Caroline  Bliss,  Bridget  Ann,  Eliza,  and 
George  Burch,  Alvin  Humphrey,  and  Emily  Gofif,  Samuel  Preston,  and 
John  L.  Clark,  of  Kedzie's  Grove,  where  the  writer  also  lived. 

•And  no\v  my  classmates;  ye  remainiuK  few 
That  number  not  the  half  of  those  we  knew; 
You,  against  whose  familiar  names  not  yet 
Tlie  fatal  asterisk  of  death  is  set. 
You  I  salute.     'Though  old  Time 
Strikes  the  half  century  with  a  solemn  chime, 
.\nd  .summons  us  together  again, 
'llie  joy  of  meeting  is  not  unmi.xed  witii  pain. 
Where  are  the  others?     Voices  from  the  deep 
Caverns  of  the  earth  answer  me,  'They  sleep.' 
I  see  the  scattered  grave-stones  gleaming  white 
Through  the  pale  dusk  of  impending  night; 
O'er  all  alike   the   impartial  sunset   throws 
Its  golden  lilies  mingled  with  the  rose; 
^Ve  give  to  all  a  tender  thought,  and  pass 
Out  of  the  grave-yard,  with  its  tangled  grass, 
fnto   these   scenes  frequented   Ity   our   feet, 
Win'u  we  were  young,  and  lif<'  was  fresh  and  sweet. " 

Forgetting  the  trials  of  our  early  days,  what  ran  be  more  delightful 
than  such  a  time  as  this,  when  friend  meets  friend  with  a  warm  embrace? 
And  though  we  look  into  the  face  not  as  smooth  as  fifty  years  ago,  antl 
upon  the  head  that  is  adorned  with  silver  locks,  or  possibly  bald:  yet  wi- 
feel  there  is  the  same  tender  heart,  the  same  overflowing  soul  that  greets 
a  fellow-being  with  affection  and  love.  And  while  we  rejoice  here  to- 
gether, let  us  heighten  our  joy  by  repeating  those  venerable  names  that 
laid  the  foundation  for  all  our  happiness  in  this  life  and  the  life  to  come: 
Ilervcy  I'.liss.  William  Kedzi*'.  Almond  Harrison,  llenjamin  (Mark.  \u 
ihony  MeKey.  Ezra  W.  (JofT,  .lacoli  Lane,  Goorgc  (Jiics.  Isaac  liandall, 
.Moses  Valentine,  Samuel  Kantlall,  John  Lane,  (iidetui  Wesi.  Thirleen.-- 
a  remarkable  coincidence  that  the  number  is  the  same  as  the  Stales  that 
jtroclaimed  fheir  liberty  in  177(5.  These  were  the  men  that  stood  first 
around  the  ballot  box  at  the  organization  of  our  civil  and  constitutional 
rights  in   May.  1S27.  and  their  mimes  shunhl  be  repealed  in  the  (>ars  of 
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our  children  to  every  generation,  and  at  the  centennial  engrave  them 
upon  a  monument  that  should  endure  many  centuries. 

The  first  farm  bought  in  this  town  was  by  William  Kedzie^  May  3. 
1824,  located  on  section  12.  He  died  August  5, 1828,  aged  47,  only  living 
two  years  and  three  months  after  his  arrival  in  the  Territory.  Hervey 
Bliss  made  his  purchase  the  next  month  (June  19)  on  section  30.  Died 
December  31,  1841,  aged  52.  Gideon  West,  on  June  28,  section  29,  died 
in  a  good  old  age. 

In  1825  three  more  farms  were  bought  from  Uncle  Sam.  George  Giles, 
February  23,  on  section  31,  died  May  22,  1841,  aged  53  years;  Caleb 
Wheeler,  June  24,  on  section  31,  died  April  5>  1852,  aged  71  years;  Al- 
mond Harrison  (our  President),  September  17,  on  section  30. 

"Honor,  reverence,  and  the  good  repute 
That  follows  faithful  service  as  its  fruit, 
Be  unto  him  vphom  living  we  salute." 

(Mr.  H.  is  the  only  one  left  of  the  celebrated  thirteen.) 
In  1826  five  farms  were  bought:  Edward  Calkins,  on  section  20;  died 
August,  1873,  aged  70;  Morris  Burch,  April  6th,  on  section  31,  died  in 
February,  1842,  aged  52;  Ezra  W.  Goff,  June  19,  on  section  31,  died  in 
August,  1827.  Ezra  Goff  was  the  grandfather  of  the  rising  generation 
of  Goffs  which  we  see  round  about. 

"Some  down  in  Old  Tennessee 
And  one  up  in  our  Manistee." 

Jacob  Lane,  June  15,  on  section  31,  killed  on  the  cars  October,  1846, 
aged  48  years;  Isaac  Randall,  September  2,  on  section  29,  died  December 
16, 1852,  aged  66  years. 

In  1827,  but  three  sales :  Samuel  Eandall,  January  1st,  on  section  30, 
died  September  16,  1846,  aged  52;  Benjamin  Tibbitts,  May  19,  on  section 
14,  died  in  May,  1851,  aged  46  years;  Andrew  Fisher,  November  20,  on 
section  21,  died  September  26, 1849,  aged  44  years. 

In  1828,  only  one  sale,  and  that  to  Samuel  A.  Stewart,  on  section  13. 
He  removed  from  here  many  years  ago  and  has  since  died.  Eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  was  a  dull  year  for  immigration,  and  we  think 
also  for  the  land  office,  not  a  sale  being  made  in  town. 

In  1830,  Sewell  S.  Goff,  April  16,  on  section  20,  died  January  23,  1865, 
aged  53;  Thomas  F.  Dodge,  May  18,  on  section  28, — against  him  the  fatal 
dart  has  not  yet  been  hurled;  Sidney  Bailey,  July  10,  on  section  20,  dead; 
Franklin  Austin,  November  1,  on  section  21,  dead. 

In  1831,  Ezra  Newton,  June  3,  on  section  21,  yet  living;  Ebenezer  Gil- 
bert, October  26,  on  section  30,  dead. 

In  1832  the  original  purchasers  were  Salmon  Harrison,  John  Preston, 
Sen.,  Ralph  Bailey,  A.  J.  McWilliams,  and  Charles  Miller,  all  dead  except 
Miller. 

In  1833  they  were  Stephen  Frary,  Johnson  M.  Haywood,  dead;  An- 
thony McKey,  dead;  Wm.  Tennant,  dead;  Wm.  C.  Clark,  dead;  Darius 
Mead,  dead;  the  last  with  the  first  of  this  year  is  still  among  the  living, 
Wm.  Colyer. 

In  the  last  year  of  the  first  decade,  they  were  Geo.  Stout,  Geo.  McWil- 
liams, Stephen  Clark,  John  C.  Giles,  Jared  Pratt,  Philander  Munson,  and 
Ruel  Payne,  all  dead  except  the  two  last  mentioned. 

By  these  statements  it  would  seem  we  were  a  plant  of  slow  growth. 
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"Slow  and  sure"  is  an  old  poverb,  and  if  it  governed  the  present  times 
there  would  be  more  safety,  for  there  were  no  collisious  in  the  old  stage 
coach,  as  is  too  frequently  seen  in  the  way  we  travel  to-day.  When  our 
fathers  lived  no  limbs  were  amputated,  and  the  body  cut  in  sunder  by  the 
circular  saw;  no  explosions  and  death  from  the  "tallow  dip,"  which  was 
all  the  light  we  used;  no  mangled  bodies  brought  in  from  the  mower  and 
reaper.  Our  grain  was  cut  with  the  sickle  and  thrashed  with  the  flail. 
The  water-wheel  turned  the  mill-stone  and  jogged  the  saw.  Then  steanj 
l)layed  only  on  our  lakes  and  rivers;  now  we  grind  by  steam,  we  saw  by 
steam,  we  thrash  by  steam,  we  travel  by  steam,  and  too  many  of  us  live 
by  steam. 

Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  we  are  becoming  a  fast  people?  How  long 
before  the  advocates  of  steam  power  will  be  called  "old  fogies"?  You 
say,  give  us  ships  that  will  sail  in  the  air,  if  not  with  lightning  speed,  at 
least  with  the  momentum  of  a  cannon  ball.  "Eight  days  to  cross  the 
Atlantic"? — preposterous!  It  must  be  done  in  a 'day.  Our  years  must 
be  lengthened  by  annihilating  time  and  space.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
speak  disrespectfully  of  any  class  of  men,  but  truth  compels  me  to  say 
that  a  little  notorious  notoriety  will  raise  the  salary  from  f20,000  to 
|10U,000.  No  school  teacher  is  considered  competent  unless  he  is  up  in 
the  thousands.  How  much  less  can  be  said  of  the  minister  and  the  law- 
yer. Our  daughters  ten  months  of  the  year  at  school,  and  soon  after  they 
enter  their  "teens,"  graduate,  and  immediately,  induced  by  high  salaries, 
again  enter  the  school-room  as  teachers,  where  in  a  short  time  the  strain 
upon  their  nerves,  so  delicate  and  tender,  breaks  the  constitution,  and 
they  become  unfit  for  a  wife  or  mother. 

Our  young  men  say,  force  the  education,  no  abatement  from  study 
until  the  goal  is  reached.  Then  to  the  office  of  the  law,  the  surgeon's  scal- 
pel, the  sacred  ministry,  or  the  responsible  duties  of  the  pedagogue, — just 
ro  get  a  start  in  the  world;  anything  but  the  "sweat  of  the  brow," — the 
brain  must  do  all,  the  hands  nothing.  Not  so  fifty  years  ago.  The  min- 
istry then  (lid  not  go  a  begging.  The  lawyer  was  more  honored  than 
now.  The  teacher  was  known  by  the  title  of  Schoolmaster,  and  looked 
ui)on  with  reverence  by  the  young,  while  the  school-war///  was  seldom  em 
ployed  to  teach  more  than  the  "A  B  C's." 

Comparing  ourselves  with  the  other  towns  of  the  county  we  have  no 
cause  to  be  ashamed.  None  cost  more  labor  to  improve,  and  (not  includ- 
ing the  city  of  Adrian)  only  one  or  two  claim  a  larger  population  or  more 
wealth. 

In  1807,  on  account  of  tlio  hication  of  our  railroads  and  viUages,  it 
becann'  necessary  to  divide  the  town.  The  number  voting  at  the  last 
election  before  the  division  was  515.  At  the  spring  election  of  1S75.  the 
rlerk  tells  me  we  had  500  voters,  so  that  on  the  basis  of  an  equal  division 
in  ]S(;7,  we  have  «loubled  our  pojiulation  in  the  last  eight  years. 

The  only  thing  to  be  feared  in  the  future  is  the  removal  of  our  remain- 
ing forests.  Would  that  1  could  reach  the  ear  of  every  farmer  and  per 
suadc  hiu)  to  iiial«'  no  more  "log-heaj>s."  and  for  every  tree  that  is  felled, 
let  two  saplings  be  jdantod  with  care,  and  grnoiat  ions  yet  unborn 
will  lisc  up  and  call  us  blessed. 

Peradventure  this  may  be  read  fifty  years  henci'.  1  will  mention  some 
of  the  late  improvements  in  our  village.  In  the  fall  of  1.S72  a  stock  com 
pany  built  the  first  three  story  brick  building,  for  the  manufacture  of  to- 
Icicco.  wliicli  proved  not  a  very  profitable  investment.  In  187.S  another 
ttircc  story  brick  was  erected  by  Sctli  Tease,  for  a  llouring  mill,  i)ro 
polled  by  steam.     On  November  12tli  of  that  year  the  inf<'rnal   whistle 
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screeched,  and  on  the  14th  the  first  flour  was  made.  Subsequently  it  was 
.sold  to  B.  H.  Wheeler  &  Sons.  On  the  night  of  July  6,  1874,  it  was 
burned  with  all  it  contained;  loss  |12,000,  without  insurance.  But  before 
the  broken  brick  were  cool  enough  to  be  removed  they  decided  to  re- 
build, and  December  10th  it  was  completed,  with  three  run  of  stone. 
July  20, 1874,  the  masons  laid  the  top  brick  on  a  block  of  stores  (in  which 
was  the  first  plate  glass  front),  built  by  A.  C.  Bartholomew  and  W.  F. 
Eodgers.  These  stores,  in  connection  with  the  one  begun  by  F.  G.  Bea- 
gle, April  13,  and  finished  Aug.  5,  1869,  made  the  most  imposing  front 
in  town.  The  most  destructive  fire  that  ever  occurred  in  our  village  was 
January  13,  1874,  consuming  nine  stores  and  one  hotel.  These  buildings 
were  all  wood  except  Clinton  Hall  and  two  grocery  stores. 

The  present  season  of  1875  the  proprietors  are  building  two  brick 
hotels,— "Dewey  House,"  by  W.  H.  Drew,  at  a  cost  of  some  |6,500;  "Con- 
ger House/'  by  Messrs.  Conger  Bros.,  costing  |3,000;  "Clinton  Hall,"  by 
Clinton  Williams,  |5,000;  and  ten  stores,  all  of  brick,  in  one  block, — 
John  Kentz,  |1,500;  Henry  Jipson,  $1,900;  John  Fuller,  $1,500;  W.  H. 
Kurtz,  11,500;  J.  Willey,  |2,400;  D.  Lamley,  |2,500;  John  J.  Clark,  |1,500; 
Dewey,  Lane  &  Co.,  |3,500;  J.  M.  Robertson,  |1,500;  and  M.  E.  Knight, 
12,000. 

James  Westerman  and  B.  H.  Boades  are  now  completing  a  very  ele- 
gant brick,  designed  for  a  steam  bakery  and  confectionery  house,  at  a 
cost  of  |4,000.  The  second  and  third  stories  will  be  occupied  by  lodges 
of  Masons  and  Odd  Fellows. 

April  15,  1874,  Hiram  D.  Ellis  broke  ground  for  the  erection  of  the  first 
brick  dwelling-house,  costing  about  $2,400,  completed  and  occupied 
August  5th — a  perfect  gem. 

The  first  casting  at  the  Blissfield  foundry  and  machine  shop  of  John 
Watson  was  September  29,  1874. 

While  we  congratulate  our  citizens  on  their  success  and  prosperity, 
we  have  no  less  pride  in  improvements  of  a  more  public  nature,  viz. :  the 
liew  iron  bridge  that  spans  our  river,  and  this  day  completed  at  a  cost 
of  between  four  and  five  thousand  dollars.  The  materials  were  fur- 
nished by  the  Toledo  Iron  Bridge  Company,  through  their  agent,  Jesse 
Chance,  of  Vermontville,  Michigan,  and  superintended  by  Seymour  Bar- 
rett, Esq.,  our  town  commissioner. 

'"Blissfield  Advance'^^—ment  will  be  historical  of  the  year  that  closes 
the  first  half  century  of  our  existence  as  a  town.  And  not  only  that,  but 
it  appropriately  heads  the  columns  of  a  live  paper,  established  in  April, 
1874,  by  Messrs,  C.  T.  Hamblin  and  F.  W.  Samsen,  who  cause  its  weekly 
record  to  tell  of  the  daily  advance  we  make,  and  is  also  a  strong  advocate 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  village,  town  and  county  round  about. 
On  its  pages  thought  meets  thought,  which  produce  action,  and  action 
brings  forth  work.  Let  us  all  adopt  their  motto:  "United  we  stand, 
divided  we  fall." 

This  interesting  and  instructive  sketch  was  followed  by  the  singing 
by  the  glee  club  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne."  It  was  rendered  in  fine  style, 
after  which,  by  particular  request,  they  gave  "Jedediah,"  which  elicited 
rounds  of  laughter  and  applause. 

Following  this  came  the  dinner,  to  which  ample  justice  was  done  in 
true  pioneer  style.  After  the  dinner,  the  regular  programme  having  been 
completed,  the  audience  again  gathered  round  the  platform,  and 
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SHORT    SPEECHES 

were  declared  in  order.     The  President  led  off  in  an  exceedingly  humor 
ous  speech,  full  of  reminiscences,  which  evoked  many  a  hearty  laugh. 

After  concluding  his  remarks  he  stated  that  he  understood  Mr.s. 
Dr.  Howland.  wljo  was  present,  had  a  i>oem  which  she  would  read  if 
the  audience  so  desired.  The  question  was  put,  enthusiastically  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  lady  named  then  came  forward  and  read  a 
poem  composed  in  a  happy  vein^  and  very  well  read,  which  abounded  in 
pleasant  hits,  and  was  received  with  much  applause. 

The  President  then  called  on  our  young  townsman,  Mr.  John  H.  Gofif. 
and  that  gentleman  promptly  responded.  A  little  sparring  ensued  be- 
tween the  speaker  and  the  President,  and  then  the  former  made  some 
happy  references  to  the  prowess  of  Blissfield  men  in  the  Black  Hawk  war. 
in  which  campaign  his  father  commanded  a  company. 

Other  speeches  followed  by  Mr.  Stuart  Kedzie,  of  Dowagiac,  Mr.  Ked- 
zie,  of  Chicago,  Me.ssrs.  D.  H.  Clark  and  L.  Ormsby^  of  Deerfield,  Mr. 
Isman  Kussell,  of  Petersburg,  and  Messrs.  W.  W.  Bliss,  Wm.  Colyer,  M. 
E.  Knight,  R.  B,  C.  Newcomb,  and  Mrs.  Talmadge  and  Mrs.  Leach,  of 
Blissfield,  all  of  which  were  very  apropos  and  well  received. 

The  glee  club  varied  the  exercises  with  several  old-time  songs,  and 
Messrs.  Rice  and  Bliss  and  Miss  Florence  Rice  frequently  favored  the 
audience  with  appropriate  songs. 

At  about  4  P.  M.  the  whole  audience  joined  in  singing  the  Doxology, 
and  the  very  pleasant  gathering  came  to  an  end. 

THE    FUTURE. 

Arrangements  were  made  looking  to  future  gatherings  of  a  similar  na 
ture,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  them  annually,  alternating  between 
Kedzie's  grove,  Deerfield,  and  the  Bliss  homestead,  in  lilissfield.     We 
can  wish  nothing  belter  than  that  all  futuro  gatliorings  may  lie  as  plens 
ant  as  was  this  inilinl  mne. 

SUPPLEMENTARY. 

In  his  remrrks,  Mr.  Goll"  made  allusion  to  certain  documents  in  his  pos- 
session. We  have  been  permitted  to  coj)y  .some  of  them,  and  herewith 
present  them  as  imjiorlant  portions  of  the  history,  not  only  of  Blissfield. 
but  of  the  county;  and  first  we  give  the 

PAY-ROLL   OF   CAPT.   GOFF'S   COMPANY. 

The  following  is  tho  j»ay-roll  of  Capt:iin  GolT's  company.  All  the  nn-n 
were  enli.sted  May  22,  is:i2,  and  discharged  June  (J.  making  sixteen  days" 
service: 

Sewcll  S.  fJofT.  Cai)tuin,  Nathan  Gihhs,  .Ir.,  Alon/o  .Michael, 

Beni.  TihhittH,    Lieutenant,  .Jonathan  C  FVecland,  Oliver  Ttoads. 

Michael  Kretf^er,  l»t  Ser{,''t.  Guy  Carpenter.  Anthony  MoKey. 

Wm.  R.  Kinpr,  2d  Serfj't,  .letterHon  Pat'e.  James  (iiies, 

Sam.  — .  Wheeler,  .3(1  Serfj'l,  .Samuel  R  Uavirf.  .lames  Fowle, 

Alvin  Hill,  4th  Ser^r't.  I'elefr  Pettis.  Almond  Ilarri.son. 

Luther  fJ.  Hinckley,   l«l  Corj)..  Ceoijre  Stout.  *Salinoii   Harrison. 

Daniel  H.  Clark.  Muh.,  Staey  Whit.-.  tMorris  Hurch. 

.laiucs  T.  Kedzie,  Uorace  Whitiuarsh, 

•Left  the  reertment  at  NUes. 

tLeft  the  reulmcnt  at  Coldwater  on  our  march  west. 


REPORTS    OF    COUNTIES,    ETC.  249 

Backing  this  pay-roll  is  the  following  certificate : 

I  do  hereby  certify  on  honor  that  the  within  pay-roll  and  return  is  a  true  statement 
of  the  company  commanded  by  me  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  suppressing 
Indian  hostilities.  SBWALL  S.  GOFF, 

Of  the  3d  company,  8th  Reg't,  3d  Brigade,  M.  M. 

Blissfield,  June  19,  1882. 

THE    PAYMASTER. 

The  following  document  was  doubtless  interesting  to  the  men  of  the 
company: 

Adrian,  December  24,  1834. 
S.  S.  GoFF,  /Sir;— Major  Larned,  the  U.  S.  postmaster,  will  be  in  Tecumseh  on  the 
26th  inst.,  in  funds  to  pay  off  the  troops.    You  will  give  notice  to  the  troops  under 
your  command  that  by  repairing  to  Tecumseh  they  can  receive  their  pay. 

Your  ob't  servant  in  haste, 

DAVIS  SMITH. 
The  pay  for  this  company  as  shown  by  the  endorsement  on  the  pay- 
roll, ranged  from  |7.38  to  |1.55. 

REGIMENTAL  ORDERS. 

The  following  regimental  orders  will  be  read  with  interest: 

The  Lieut.  Col.  commanding  hereby  orders  that  the  respective  com- 
mandants of  companies,  now  on  duty,  will  keep  their  men  together  in 
camp,  which  they  will  establish  near  some  ham  where  the  men  can  sleep 
until  tents,  blankets,  and  other  camp  equipage  are  furnished.  The  rolls 
will  be  called  night  and  morning,  and  regular  returns  will  be  made 
to  the  Adjutant,  daily^  of  every  men  who  is  absent  from  his  post  at  roll- 
call  without  leave.  A  sufficient  guard  will  be  detailed  every  morning 
and  evening,  and  kept  up  through  the  night,  and  a  rigid  observance 
of  the  police  of  the  camp  kept  up  at  e\evy  station,  and  it  will  be  ex- 
pected that  every  officer  and  soldier  now  on  duty  will  consider  that 
he  is  in  the  service  and  under  pay  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
accordingly  comply  with  the  regulations  established  for  the  military- 
government  and  subordination. 

And  it  is  also  expected  that  every  commandant  of  a  company  or  detach- 
ment will  improve  the  opportunity  to  drill  and  exercise  his  men  in 
military  "maneuvers,"  and  thereby  quality  them  for  the  service  in 
which  they  are  employed.  The  captains  are  required  to  be  vigilant  in 
intercepting  and  making  prisoners  of  all  Indians  who  may  be  found 
skulking  through  the  country  or  attempting  to  pass  through  to  Canada, 
and  to  this  end  they  will  send  out  detached  parties  on  the  trails,  or 
wherever  the  Indians  are  known  or  suspected  of  passing,  but  no  officer 
or  soldier  will  fire  at  any  Indian  unless  it  becomes  necessary  for  self- 
defense.  Tents,  blankets^  and  camp  equipage  and  provisions  will  be 
furnished  without  delay,  at  each  station,  also  arms  and  amunition  by 
application  to  the  Adjutant. 

Lt.  George  Howe  has  been  duly  appointed  Quartermaster,  and  Lt. 
Hugh  Hillock,  Commissary  of  Subsistance.  They  will  be  respected  ac- 
cordingly. 

By  order  of  Lieut.  Col.  PITTMAN,  Com. 

Davis  Smith,  Adjutant. 

Tecumseh,  June  13,  1832. 

The  executive  of  the  Territory  having  received  intelligence  from  the 
32 
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seat  of  war.  which  confirms  the  belief  that  the  hostile  Sacs  still  intend 
to  pass  through  this  Territory  in  small  and  detached  bands  into  Canada, 
has  issued  orders  to  Brig.  Tienl.  Brown,  to  call  out  and  have  in  readiness 
such  forces  from  his  brigade  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  check  and 
prevent  all  Indians  whatsoever,  and  under  whatever  pretense,  from 
jtassing  into  Canada  to  receive  presents. 

The  Lt.  Col.  Commanding  has  therefore  received  orders  to  detail  or 
draft  from  the  8th  regiment,  IGO  rank  and  tile,  and  the  necessary  oflBcers, 
and  he  accordingly  hereby  command.s  Captains  Drown,  Lewis,  Hixson, 
Edmunds,  and  Lieutenants  Goff  and  Gray  to  muster  their  respective 
commands  at  their  usual  places  of  rendezvous,  on  Thursday  next,  at 
0  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  detail  from  their  several  companies  the  quotas 
following:  Capt.  Drown,  40  rank  and  file;  Capt.  Lewis,  40  ditto;  Capt. 
riixson,  30  rank  and  file;  Capt.  Edmunds,  15  ditto;  Lieut.  Gofif  15  ditto; 
Lieut.  Gray,  20  ditto. 

Capts.  Drown,  Hixson,  and  Edmunds,  and  Lieuts.  Torrey,  Evans,  Gofif, 
Baldwin,  and  Gray,  and  Ensigns  George  Brown,  Tibbitts,  Spoffard, 
and  Pomeroy,  are  hereby  ordered  to  be  on  duty  at  their  respective  posts 
at  the  said  muster,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  with  their  several 
companies,  to  obey  the  further  orders  of  the  Brig.  Gen'l. 

Should  not  the  required  number  from  each  company  when  mustered 
as  aforesaid  volunteer  their  services,  the  commandants  of  each  com- 
pany will  write  down  the  names  of  those  who  do  not  volunteer,  and 
place  them  in  a  hat.  and  draw  out  one  at  a  time,  until  they  get  the 
required  number.  The  Lt.  Col.  takes  the  opportunity  to  assure  the 
regiment  that  there  is  no  present  prospect  of  being  marched  any  distance 
from   home. 

IJy  order  of  LI.  Col.  D.  PITTMAN,  Commanding. 

Davis   Smith,   Adjutant. 

Tccumsch,  June  J 2,  J832. 

The  following  .•^up[)lementary  order  was  added  a.><  a  sort  of  postcript 
to  the  above: 

Lieut  fJoir: 

Sir, — The  Lt.  Col.  commanding  requests  that  you  will  proceed  to 
execute  the  annexed  order  with  promptness  and  dispatch,  and  also  to 
enroll  every  man  in  your  beat,  subject  to  military  duty,  in  order  that 
full  returns  may  be  made  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  whole  force 
and  strength  of  the  militia  of  the  Territory. 

You  will  receive  further  orders  in  a  day  or  two  until  which  you  will 
keep  your  men  in  readiness  for  duty  at  a  moment's  warning.  Arrange- 
ments jire  making  to  furnish  said  companies  with  provisions. 

Arms  and  anuinition  have  been  received  from  Detroit,  for  the  regi- 
ment, which  will  be  duly  issued. 

The  Governor  has  authorized  the  General  to  say  to  those  who  are  now 
called  its  voliinleers  into  service,  that  they  will  draw  i)ay  from  the  21sl 
of  May  last,  wlir-n  they  were  ordered  to  Niles,  which  will  be  continued 
without  any  dednclion  for  the  time  they  have  been  dismissed. 

By  order  of  *    Lt.  Col.   D.   PITTMAN. 

Davis  S.mitii,  Adjutant.  Commanding  8th   Regiment. 

Tecumsch.  June  12,  1832. 
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The  Lieut.  Colonel  commanding  hereby  orders  a  regimental  court 
martial  to  convene  at  the  court  house,  in  the  village  of  Tecumseh,  on 
Tuesday,  the  19th  day  of  June,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  for  the  trial  of  de- 
linquents and  deficiencies  in  the  detachment  under  his  command,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  By  order  of  the  Commander-in-chief, 
Lieut.  H.  ]S'.  Baldwin  is  ordered  to  preside  at  said  board,  and  Lieut. 
S.  B.  Evans,  and  Ensign  S.  L.  Spoffard  are  appointed  members.  P.  R. 
Adams,  Esq.,  Regimental  Judge  Advocate,  will  attend  said  court  and 
conduct   prosecutions. 

The  respective  commandants  of  the  several  posts  will  forthwith 
furnish  the  Adjutant  with  a  list  of  all  the  delinquents  who  did  not  obey 
the  summons  of  the  warning  officer  to  attend  their  respective  com- 
pany parades  since  the  tenth  of  June,  and  also  all  those  who  have  in 
any  way  subjected  themselves  to  fine  or  other  punishment.  And  it  is 
further  ordered  that  the  rolls  of  the  several  companies  or  detachments 
shall  be  regularly  called  three  times  every  day,  viz.:  at  sunrise,  noon, 
and  sundown,  and  every  man  who  shall  be  found  absent  without  leave 
of  the  Captain  or  commanding  officer  at  any  time  of  said  calls  must  be 
promptly  returned  to  the  Adjutant,  and  by  him  returned  to  the  court 
martial  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting  punishment. 

By  order  of 
Lt.  Col.  D.  PITTMAN,  Cammandmg. 

Davis   Smith,   Adjutant. 

Tecumseh,  June  16,  1832. 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  ■Michigan, 
That  so  much  of  the  county  of  Washtenaw  as  is  included  within  the 
following  limits,  viz.:  townships  one  and  two  north,  in  ranges  three, 
four,  five,  and  six  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  and  so  much  of  the 
county  of  Shiawassee  as  is  included  within  the  following  limits,  viz.: 
townships  three  and  four  north,  in  ranges  three,  four,  five,  and  six  east 
of  the  meridian  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate 
county,  and  the  name  thereof  shall  be  Livingston,  which,  for  the  present, 
shall,  for  all  judicial  purposes  remain  the  same  as  though  this  act  had 
not  passed. 

Approved  March  21,  1833. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Livingston  shall  be  organized 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges,  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  this 
State  are  entitled. 

Approved  March  24,  1836. 

Livingston  county  was  named  in  honor  of  Edward  Livingston,  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  Jackson's  cabinet,  from  1831  to  1833.  Born  1764,  died 
1836. 

County-seat,  Howell.     Village  incorporated  March  14,  1863. 
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LIVINGSTON  COUNTY  PIONEERS. 

ADDRESS  OF  HON.  WM.  A.  CLARK,  OF  SAGINAW,  AT  THEIR  ANNUAL  MEETING 
WEDNESDAY   EVENING,   JANUARY  19.   1876. 

.1//.  Prcshhnt  and  Fellow  Pioneers  of  Livingston  County:  That  I  am 
here  this  evening  in  response  to  your  welcome  invitation  is  the  mofit 
convincing  proof  I  can  offer^  that  the  endearing  ties  of  former  friend- 
ships, the  attachments  and  neighborly  feelings  of  the  past,  "the  hopes 
and  fears  of  boyhood's  years,"  the  fondly  cherished  scenes  and  acquaint- 
ances of  youth's  sanguine,  lauoyant,  and  aspiring  heyday  of  life,  with 
the  more  wisely  chosen  connections  of  maturer  years,  still  closely  cling 
to  heart  and  mind.  It  tells  you  that  the  days  of  Livingston's  ''Auld 
Lang  Syne''  with  me  shall  never  be  forgotten  till  the  silver  cord  of  life 
be  loosed  and  its  golden  bowl  is  broken. 

The  varied  stirring  scenes  in  the  lives  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  this 
State  and  county,  their  joys  and  sorrows,  toils  and  tribulations,  hard- 
ships and  sufferings,  endured  in  many  instances  by  both  sexes,  with  a 
fortitude  and  zeal  ecjual  to  that  of  many  a  canonized  saint  or  glorified 
hero,  would  soon  be  forgotten  and  to  posterity  lost  but  for  this  and 
similar  societies.  These  annual  meetings  and  addresses,  while  refresh- 
ing our  own  memories,  preserve  for  posterity  a  written  narrative,  by  con- 
temporaries, of  the  notable  men  and  remarkable  or  striking  incidents 
and  events  of  the  long-ago  past,  which,  as  a  whole,  display  the  true 
inner  view  of  the  pioneer  life  and  first  settlement  of  a  new  country, 
whose  virgin  soil  the  farmer's  i)low  never  before  had  broken,  within 
whose  forest  glades  the  ringing  blows  of  the  woodman's  ax  before  had 
never  echoed.  Half  a  century  has  not  elapsed  since  its  first  settlement, 
and  now  in  the  centennial  of  our  national  life,  prosperity,  and  power, 
we  look  around  ns  and  behold  a  couulry  of  beautiful,  thriving  villages 
and  fertile  farms,  of  whose  plenteous  products,  resulting  from  the  com- 
bined industry  and  intelligence,  their  owners  may  well  be  proud.  Yet. 
ye  later  settlers,  who  now  bask  in  the  post  meridian  glories  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  in  the  world's  wonderful  advance  in  works  of  prac- 
tical utility  and  material  improvement,  can  never  fully  realize  the 
mighty  price  paid  by  the  pioneers  of  thirty-five  or  forty  years  ago,  in 
toil,  j)rivation,  and  self-denial  for  those  fertile  farms  whose  broad  acres 
yearly  yield  to  man  the  richness  of  their  increase. 

A  slight  retrospect  of  the  past  may,  therefore,  be  both  useful  and 
entertaining.  But  here  allow  me  to  remark  that  in  this  respect  I  cannot 
hoiic  to  aiiiusc  and  please  you  as  did  my  old  friend  -ludge  Turner  at  our 
first  meeting,  in  his  inimitably  droll  and  humorous  manner,  with  anec- 
dotes and  funny  stories  of  old  and  original  characters  among  the  early 
settlers,  that  not  being  quite  in  my  vein,  as  I  ofttimes  found  to  my 
sorrow,  when  I  have  tried  to  tell  a  story  while  making  a  jjublic  speech. 

Thirty-nine  years  ago  in  April  next,  after  a  weary  overland  six  weeks 
journey  froni  New  York  city,  my  feet  first  trod  the  soil  of  Livingston 
county.  My  father  settled  in  the  town  of  Brighton,  where  at  once  I  was 
initiated  an  enten'd  apprentice  in  the  cutting  of  oak  grubs,  burning 
brush  and  log  heaps,  girdling  oak  trees,  driving  breaking-up  team, 
etc.  Everybody  in  those  days  had  plenty  of  hard  work  and  hard  fare 
too.  Many  did  1  know — since  prosperous  farmers — who  would  walk 
miles  for  a  day's  work,  and  carry  their  pay  in  pork,  flour,  meal  or 
middlings  on  tiieir  back  home  at  night.  Tliese  were  not  isolated  in 
stanc(\s. 
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Families,  to  my  knowledge,  in  1837-38,  through  necessity,  lived  for 
days  on  boiled  acorns_,  with  fish  when  they  could  be  caught,  cooked  and 
eaten  without  salt  or  fat  of  any  kind.  Provisions  then  were  often  held 
at  fabulous  prices.  It  is  a  trite  maxim  that  'Svealth  is  power;"  yet 
wealth  often  then  was  powerless  to  'purchase  in  those  pioneer  days, 
not  alone  luxuries  or  comforts,  but  even  the  very  food  required  to 
sustain  human  life.  Almost  everything  then,  pork,  beef,  flour,  etc.,  had 
to  be  brought  from  Detroit,  at  a  cost  of  from  one  to  two  dollars  per 
hundred  to  Brighton,  forty  miles.  It  was  not  very  high,  either,  for 
the  round  trip,  with  an  energetic  teamster  and  an  enterprising  team, 
usually  took  three  or  four  days,  if  not  longer.  Think  of  that,  ye  latter 
day  saints  and settlers. 

In  those  days,  when  a  man  started  for  Detroit,  he  parted  from  family 
and  friends  with  such  a  woe-begone,  God-forsaken  look  that  strangers 
might  have  supposed  that  he  was  never,  never  more  to  return;  and  to 
run  the  rapids  beyond  the  Sand  Hill  was  at  times,  if  not  dangerous,  at 
least  decidedly  disagreeable.  But  how  changed  is  all  this  now,  when 
the  whole  State  is  traversed  by  railroads,  and  with  speed  undreampt  of. 
erst  of  old,  the  ponderous  iron  horse  whirls  along  the  many-peopled 
and  richly  freighted  trains !  A  pretty  good  swap  this  for  the  tri-weekly 
stage  from  Howell  to  Detroit  that  J.  H.  Steel,  Ki  Gates,  or  Ben  Spring 
ran  or  oftener  walked  over  the  road.  There  was  then  no  telegraph  to 
notify  us  when  one  of  the  "old  crow-baits"  gave  out  or  the  stage  got 
stuck  in  the  mud,  and  the  mail  lay  over  till  the  next  day.  Now  heaven's 
swift  winged  messenger  is  chained  to  earth  and  made  man's  most 
useful  agent.  Space  is  annihilated.  Subservient  to  man's  will,  elec- 
tricity flashes  forth  over  continents  and  along  wires  beneath  the  deep 
waters  of  the  ocean  buried,  multitudinous  messages  of  weal  or  woe  to 
men  and  nations. 

The  early  settlers  were  of  diverse  nationalities — German,  Irish,  Eng- 
lish, Scotch,  etc. — with  those  to  the  manor  born,  became  at  once  indis- 
criminately neighbors;  and,  with  their  children,  by  marriage  and  social 
intercourse,  have  become  as  homogeneous  as  if  born  beneath  the  broad 
fegis  of  the  American  Union,  within  whose  vast  domain  they  cast  theiv 
lot.  This,  too,  suggests  another  fact  worthy  of  notice.  The  pioneers 
of  this  county  practiced  a  neighborly  regard,  sympathy,  and  love,  which 
you  who  have  not  been  pioneers  cannot  know  nor  adequately  imagine. 
Unnumbered,  then,  the  acts  of  kindness,  prompted  by  the  friendly  spirit 
of  neighborly  love  and  relief,  of  that  large-hearted  humanity  peculiar 
to  pioneer  life.  That  whole-souled  feeling  which  men  living  miles 
apart  often  exhibited,  which,  though  rough  and  boisterous  in  its  dis- 
play,  is  now  wholly  lost  or  toned  down  to  utter  insipidity  by  the  hollow 
mockeries  of  modern  social  life.  Whoever  needed  his  neighbors  then 
had  but  to  call  and  they  came  for  miles  to  the  raising  of  house  or  barn, 
or  aught  else  that  wanted  willing  hearts  and  hands.  Was  a  settler 
stricken  by  sickness  or  house  or  barn  and  little-all  of  worldly  gear  swept 
away  by  flood  or  fire,  all,  like  a  band  of  brothers,  sped  swiftly  to  minister 
to  his  wants  or  replace  his  loss. 

Pity  'tis,  but  'tis  too  true,  that  communities  are  like  men.  As  youth 
merges  into  manhood,  the  generous  impulses  of  the  heart  are  deadened, 
the  noble  promptings  of  man's  more  divinely  assimilated  nature  are 
checked  and  controlled  by  the  greed  of  gain,  and  the  man-belittling,  soul- 
shrinking  selfishness  it  engenders. 

And  yet,  when  we  reflect,  that  although  pioneer  life  tends  to  enlarge 
the  heart  and  free  the  soul  from  sickly,  social  conventionalities  never- 
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theless,  like  all  our  thoughts  and  deeds,  much  of  the  **help-each-other 
feeling"  of  pioneer  life  has  an  inner,  imperceptible,  yet  existent  source 
of  selfishness  as  the  mainspring  of  its  movements.  Each  knew  noi 
how  soon  he  might  need  his  brother's  help;  at  least,  that  is  too  often  the 
secret  source  of  liumau  conduct.  It  is  ever  true,  '^V  fellow  feeling 
makes  us  wondrous  kind." 

On  this  occasion  it  is  meet,  right,  and  my  bounden  duly  lu  pay  the 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  many,  to  the  world  unknown,  noble,  self-sacri- 
ficing pioneer  women.  I  should  be  false  to  the  memory  of  one  of  th«' 
best,  kindest,  and  most  unselfish  of  women, — my  own  dear  mother, 
whose  mortal  remains  lest  within  your  soil, — did  I  omit  to  testify  to 
ihe  sterling  worth  of  the  women  in  those  early  days.  Truh'  was  she  man's 
helpmeet,  to  aid.  advise,  urge,  and  cheer  up  and  encourage  when  sick 
uess  laid  the  strong  man  prostrate  and  helpless,  and  want  and  gaum 
despair  like  a  hungry  wolf  was  at  the  door. 

"Oh!  woman,  in  our  hours  of  ease, 
Uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  please, 
And  variabh^  as  the  shade 
By  the  light  quivering  aspen  made; 
When  pain  and  anguish  wring  the  brow. 
A  ministering  angel  thou." 

Ay!  truly,  but  for  that  ministering  angel,  woman,  many  of  us  now 
would  moulder  in  the  cold  and  silent  grave.  To  man's  credit  and  praise 
is  ofttimes  given  that  which  is  justly  due  to  woman.  He  is  crowned  with 
the  palm  leaf  of  victory,  and  the  laurel  chaplet  decks  his  brow,  when  the 
woman,  perchance,  who  aided  him  in  achieving  those  honors,  is  un- 
noticed and  unknown.  At  times,  in  this  regard,  history  has  vindi- 
cated woman's  worth  and  agencv  in  the  manifold  concerns  of  humau 
life. 

The  life  of  Josephine,  first  wife  of  the  great  Corsican,  Napoleon  I.. 
illustrates  this.  While  he  cherished  her  as  his  wife  and  heeded  her 
•  ounsels,  victory  perched  on  his  banners  in  every  battle-field.  In  an 
evil  hour  he  discarded  her,  and  henceforth  his  wondrous  star  of  destiny 
paled  and  fiidod  away;  victory  fled  from  his  flag;  defeat  and  disaster 
dragged  his  ])roud  eagles  to  the  dust,  and  hurled  him  from  his  throne, 
and  consigned  him  to  hopeless  captivity  on  a  petty  isle.  How  many  a 
history  of  humble  life,  if  written,  would  read  like  this.  Ever  offer 
at  your  annual  meetings  the  meed  of  merit  to  your  co-laborers,  the 
pioneer  women  of  this  county.  Many  of  them  now  rest  from  their  labors, 
but  theii-  works  remain  to  tell  their  goodness  and  speak  their  j)raise. 
"Their  sons  have  grown  up  as  the  young  jilants;  theii-  daughters  as  the 
polished  corners  of  the  temple."  In  the  ages  to  come,  posteiity  shall 
rise  up  and  call  them  blessed. 

Rightfully  I  have  given  the  ladies  the  place  of  honor  they  so  richly 
deserve,  in  considering  the  claims  to  commendation  of  those  who  in 
this  county  fiisl  Itraved  the  perils  and  piivaticuis  of  a  life  in  the  wilder 
ness.  The  rending  asunder  of  friendship  and  family  ties,  (he  breaking 
loose  from  the  social  circle  of  a  lifetime,  the  parting  fiom  all  who  were 
near  and  dear  to  you,  and  whom  you  might  nevermore  behold  on  earth, 
added  mental  anguish   to  physical  discomfort. 

Why,  in  those  days  of  old,  people  at  the  east  looked  upon  emigrants 
to  Micliigan  as  poor,  deluded  souls,  who  were  about  to  ]>lunge  into 
swamps  interminable  and  forests  vast  and  wild,  to  lie  bit  bv  massasan 
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gas,  devoured  by  wild  beasts,  or  tomahawked  and  scalped,  perchance 
burnt  at  the  stake  by  the  bloodthirsty  savage, —  a  kind  of  Indian,  by 
the  bye,  we  never  saw  in  Livingston  county.  Those  eastern  fogies  then 
actually  believed  that  we,  who  plunged  into  the  wilds  of  Michigan  fort}^ 
years  ago,  would  never  again  be  seen  east  of  Lake  Erie  or  return  to 
civilized  life.  The  utterance  of  such  an  idea  then  and  there  would 
have  been  pronounced  the  absurd  vagaries  of  a  distempered  brain;  but 
we  pioneers  came_,  saw,  and  conquered,  and  today  are  fully  as  civilized 
an  endowed  with  a  vast  deal  more  enterprise^  energy,  and  pluck  than 
those  eastern  "mossbacks,"  who  so  mourned  our  (to  them)  untimely 
departure  west. 

Let  us  revert  back  to  this  county  in  1837.  It  had  then  less  than 
3,000  white  inhabitants,  mostly  in  the  southern  towns.  Pinckney^ 
Howell,  Hamburg,  and  Brighton  were  all  that  claimed  to  be  villagers. 
Starting  usually  with  a  store,  a  doctor^  a  blacksmith's  shop,  if  to  be  had, 
and  shoemakers,  and  tailors  sometimes.  Lawyers,  unless  Wellington 
A.  Glover  or  Judge  Turner  were  here,  there  were  none.  In  those  early 
halcyon  days  people  had  no  money  for  the  green-bagged  gentry,  and 
you  know  there  must  be  a  pretty  plump  carcass  before  those  eagles  will 
gather  together.  Doctors  and  itinerant  preachers  are  the  two  profes- 
sions first  following  the  pioneers  to  a  new  country^  where  they  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  limbs  of  the  law,  who,  when  they  come^  never  fail 
to  find  or  make  that  said  carcass  to  feed  on.  Then  Ore  Creek,  now 
Brighton,  consisted  of  Wm.  Noble's  store^  where  the  D.  S.  Lee  house 
stands,  R.  D.  Power's  log  tavern,  the  dwellings  of  Messrs.  Fox  and 
Worden,  both  since  dead;  Anthony  Gale's  house,  where  Judge  McCauley 
subsequently  lived.  Just  beyond  Orlando  A.  Fuller  kept  tavern;  Abram 
Fralick  in  the  fall  started  a  blacksmith  shop;  Dr.  Wilber  Fisher  dis- 
pensed pills  and  calomel  for  miles  around.  Between  Fuller's  tavern  and 
Woodruff's  mills,  two  and  a  half  miles,  Briggs  kept  tavern;  also  Russell. 
Just  this  side  of  Ore  Creek,  on  the  road  to  Howell,  John  Cushing  kept 
itavern_,  and  about  sixty  rods  this  way.  Uncle  Robert  Bigham  had  a 
double  log  tavern  with  a  "Call  and  C"  sign. 

Those  not  pioneers  may  think  there  were  about  as  many  taverns  as 
people  in  those  days,  as  Prince  Hal  did  of  Falstaff's  tavern-bill  ,''a  vast 
amount  of  sack  for  a  penny's  worth  of  bread."  But  the  rush  of  immi- 
gration then  was  immense^  and  the  Grand  river  road  being  the  main 
route  to  Grand  Rapids  and  all  the  intervening  country,  every  man's 
house,  at  times,  was  an  inn.     The  latch-string,  too,  was  always  out. 

At  Howell  Amos  Adams  kept  tavern,  E.  F.  Gay  had  a  store,  and 
Wm.  MoPherson  a  blacksmith  shop  on  the  block  where  Balcom  and 
Peterson  since  lived.  At  Hamburg  were  the  Grissons,  Jesse  Hall, 
Jonathan  Burnett^  Joseph  Bennett.  Pinckney  then  I  knew  not,  but  it 
had  a  printed  history  shortly  after  called  "A  Home  in  the  West,  Who'll 
Follow?"  written  by  a  former  resident,  Mrs.  Kirkland.  But  as  her  con- 
teporaries  called  it  a  lie,  and  never  owned  the  corn  as  to  lending  babies, 
I  will  not  quote  from  the  book.  Time  will  not  suffice  for  further  details 
in   this   direction. 

A  duty  to  old  friends  devolves  on  me  to  refer  to  some  of  the  old 
pioneers  now  dead,  who  ofttimes  aided  me  in  eventful  periods  of  my 
eaiiy  life.  Many  of  our  first  settlers  were  men  of  marked  ability,  who 
in  public  life  have  filled  the  highest  positions  in  county.  State  and  na- 
tion, with  credit  to  themselves  and  honor  to  their  county.  Most  of 
these  distinguished  men  are  dead,  but  their  names  and  public  acts  are 
inscribed  indelibly  in  the  history  of  State  and  country.  Among  them 
was  the  late  Governor  K.  S.  Bingham,  Charles  P.  and  Richard  P.  Bush, 
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Frederick  C.  Whipple,  Ely  Barnard,  Robert  D.  Power,  Geo.  W.  Peck, 

Thomas  J.  Rice,  X.  G.  Isbell  and  others  who  from  twenty-five  to  thirty- 
five  years  ago  niade  this  county  a  leading  political  power  in  the  State. 
From  them  was  chosen  a  Governor.  U.  S.  Senator,  members  of  Congress, 
and  two  Secretaries  of  State.  Without  regard  to  political  opinions,  their 
public  record  is  one  we  may  proudly  point  to  as  honorable  alike  to  them- 
selves and  Livingston  county. 

Among  the  early  pioneers  yet  living  and  perhaps  best  known,  is  old 
I'ncle  Robert  Bigham.  Nature  made  him  for  his  business.  Men  of 
every  class  and  condition  of  life  from  tlie  earliest  times  would  stretch 
out  their  day's  drive  to  reach  Uncle  Robert's  hospitable  roof.  He  settled 
in  l?righton  in  1833,  and  then,  as  now.  was  called  ''old  Uncle  Bigham." 
Long  may  he  live  a  landlord  before  he  is  called  to  travel  that  wild  road 
that  leads  to  that  dark  inn.  the  grave. 

To  pioneers,  grist  and  saw  mills  are  a  necessity.  In  18.37  tliere  were 
only  two  or  three  sawmills  and  one  grist-mill. — Evert  WoodrulT's,  that 
I  now  rememl)er. —  in  the  eastern  and  northern  j)art  of  the  county.  Men 
then  often  went  forty  or  fifty  miles  to  mill.  I  remember,  while  working 
in  the  Brighton  Mills,  in  1842,  farmers  came  there  to  mill  from  Shiawas- 
i*ee  county.  That  mill  was  built  by  Orson  Quackenbush  in  1840,  who 
sold  it  to  my  father  in  December  of  that  year.  Campbell's  mill  was  built 
before,  I  think.  .Mr.  Cani])be]l  was  a  strong  man  in  every  sense,  and 
showed  it  in  all  his  doings. 

To  Evert  W'oodrutT  the  couniy  is  largely  indebted  for  its  early  devel- 
opment through  the  aid  of  his  mill.  Re,  too,  is  gone.  May  he  rest  in 
])eace.  His  old  miller,  Scollard,  was  living  at  Saginaw  a  few  years  since. 
In  those  pioneer  days  the  highest  in  the  land  stood  in  wholesome  awe  of 
old  Scollard  in  that  mill,  which  he  ruled  like  a  despot.  These  original 
charaeters  erop  out  in  a  new  country,  because  there  free  scope  is  given  to 
the  native  vent  of  every  niiin's  mind.  One  of  these  was  Elijali  .Marsh,  or 
"Mash.'  as  the  old  settlers  calkHl  him.  He  settled  in  Pleasant  \'alley. 
Bright(»n.  in  1S,3L*,  when,  he  has  told  me,  that  the  wolves  at  night  would 
fight  around  his  shanty  for  the  bones  and  olTal  thrown  out  through  the 
day.  Mr.  Marsh,  by  industry  and  native  shrewdness  and  tact,  from  com- 
I)arative  ]»overty  became  a  wealthy  man  before  his  death.  A  man  of 
strong  mind  and  will,  the  boldest  quaked  and  trembled  when  old  Elijah 
got  after  them.  An  instance  known  to  me  illustrates  his  far-sighted 
shrewdness.  In  ]S.^»3  or  '54,  while  at  my  ofVice  here  for  counsel,  after 
mutual  inquiries  as  to  our  alVairs,  as  we  had  always  been  (juite  intimate, 
he  began  urging  me  to  move  to  Saginaw;  told  me  he  had  bought  a  small 
tavern  and  block  of  village  lots  in  East  Saginaw  for  $1,000.  which  he  pre 
dieted  in  less  than  twenty  years  would  be  worth  ?50.000.  The  year  before 
I  had  been  to  East  Saginaw,  and  it  lookiMl  like  an  irreclaimai»le  swamp. 
1  laughingly  told  him  so,  at  which  he  became  very  indignant.  Said  he. 
*'.Mr.  Clark,  mark  my  words.  East  Saginaw  in  a  few  years  will  be  a  large 
city,  and  my  proyterly  will  be  in  its  heart  anil  Inisiness  center."  His  pre 
diction  then  is  reality  now.  Where  that  little  taveni,  tin*  Exchange 
stood,  is  one  of  the  four  juincipal  corners  in  the  business  center  of  the 
city.  Ten  years  after  Marsh  bought  it  the  tavern  burnt  down,  and  the 
bare  ground  in  a  week  sold  for  ^.30,000  in  cash.  Today  it  is  covered  by 
three  or  four  stoj-y  lirick  buildings.  The  bai'e  grouml  iindt-i'  them  is  worth 
$100,000. 

Another  pioneer  was  Egbert  .Mbright's  f.ither.  He  built  the  grist  mill 
al  Haillarul  rcnfef.     He  is  now  a  iroverntnent  n\iller  for-  (he  Tn<1ians  in 
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Isabella  county.  Van  Rensselaer  T.  Angel  is  another  of  our  number  gone. 
One  of  our  oldest  pioneers,  his  life  was  one  of  energy,  evidenced  by  the 
result  of  his  life-long  labor.  But  I  must  close  here  on  this  branch  of  my 
address  by  a  brief  tribute  of  respect  to  a  few  other  fellow  pioneers,  who, 
since  we  last  met,  have  joined  that  countless  throng  who  people  the  si- 
lent city  of  the  dead.  My  residence,  so  far  from  here,  may  cause  me  to 
omit  many  of  whose  death  I  am  ignorant. 

William  E.  Huntley  is  one  who  no  more  shall  meet  us  with  his  frank 
and  smiling  face.  Peter  Y.  Browning  is  another.  That  sturdy,  stalwart, 
and  most  open-hearted  of  our  pioneer  host  we  never  more  shall  see.  And 
bluff  and  blithsome  Calvin  Handy,  always  first  and  most  active  in  every 
public  doing,  we  nevermore  on  earth  shall  meet;  and  yet  my  mournful 
task  is  not  yet  done.  Two  of  our  foremost  pioneers^  De  Witt  C.  Denton 
and  Hon.  John  Kenyon,  have  also  died  within  the  past  year.  Of  Mr.  Den- 
tion  I  knew  but  little^  except  as  a  man  of  probity  and  worth.  Judge  Ken- 
yon, from  my  earliest  recollections^  has  been  an  active,  useful  citizen, 
whose  reputation  was  county  wide.  In  the  various  offices  with  which  his 
county  honored  him, — magistrate^  supervisor,  legislator,  and  county 
judge, — he  was  ever  the  faithful  and  untiring  public  servant  and  up- 
right citizen.  Lastly,  one  whose  death  all  will  mourn  is  the  late  Ezra  N. 
Fairchild.  He  died  last  spring  at  Battle  Creek.  His  noble  wife^  who,  like 
himself,  never  tired  in  deeds  of  charity  and  loving  kindness,  died  some 
time  before.  His  death  came  from  chronic  disease  contracted  in  survey- 
ing much  of  the  land  in  the  county.  Few  there  are  here  who  did  not  know 
him  when  to  ''know  him  was  to  love  him,  to  name  him  was  to  praise."  He 
truly  was  an  honest  man,  the  noblest  work  of  God;  and  when  death  came, 
like  a  true  soldier  of  Christ,  he  wrapped  around  him  the  mantle  of  faith, 
and  calmly  closed  his  eyes  in  that  sleep  which  has  no  awakening  till  the 
resurrection  morn. 

Mr.  President,  the  broad  expanse  I  have  traversed,  between  forty  years 
ago  and  the  present,  of  necessity  has  been  but  brief  and  cursory.  I  could 
only  scamper  over  tht^  surface,  catching  up,  alluding  to,  describing,  or 
adverting  to  my  subjects,  incidents,  and  events  at  random  in  my  rapid 
transit  over  that  broad  field.  There  is  still  ample  room  and  subject 
matter  on  that  wide  space  for  future  speakers  as  in  the  years  to  come 
you  hold  these  annual  reunions.  To  the  best  of  my  ability  I  have  en- 
deavored to  portray  to  you  the  distant  past.  The  present  is  with  you, 
and  the  future  is  yours  to  make  or  mar.  That  future  to  this  county,  if 
the  posterity  of  its  pioneers  pursue  the  paths  their  fathers  trod,  must 
be  continually  increasing  agricultural  wealth  and  unabated  material 
prosperity.  We  are  soon  to  part,  and  it  seems  so  like  old  times  to  talk 
of  the  bygone  years  to  you,  my  old  neighbors,  that  probably  if  this  was 
an  extempore  speech.  Judge  Turner  might  put  his  watch  before  me,  as 
he  did  once  in  1856  when  I  was  speaking  at  a  political  meeting  we  were 
holding,  and  it  might  be  with  a  like  result.  What  that  was  he  can  tell 
you  when  I  close.  And  now  the  pleasant  task  assigned  me  of  writing  the 
past  and  present  by  the  many  linked  chain  of  fond  recollection,  of  re- 
viewing the  old  time  ties  of  neighborly  love  and  attachment,  will  soon  be 
finished.  To  me  this  evening  has  been  one  of  unalloyed  delight.  You  may 
forget  it,  but  while  life  lasts  I  can  never  forget  the  cordial  welcome 
with  which  you  have  met  and  greeted  me.  Though  Saginaw  is  my  future 
home,  yet  my  heart  still  yearns  with  unabated  love  for  Livingston  county. 
Is  it  strange  it  should  be  so?  With  all  else  to  bind  me  to  it  here,  in  t^is 
33 
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county  rest  the  mortal  bodies  of  father,  mother,  kindred,  and  children. 
The  reaper,  Death,  the  past  year  has  been  thinning  out  our  ranks.  The 
time  must  come  sooner  or  later  when  I,  too,  must  be  gathered  to  my 
fathers,  and  when  that  dread  hour  does  come,  when  this  voice  is  hushed, 
this  body  powerless  in  death,  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  is,  that  here 
I  may  be  buried  amidst  the  people  and  in  the  land  that  living  I  loved 
so  well. 


MACOMB  COUNTY. 

PROCLAMATION  BY  LEWIS  CASS. 

Wheheas,  a  petition  has  been  presented  to  me,  signed  by  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory,  requesting  that  a  new  county  may 
be  laid  out  therein; 

Noiv  therefore,  Believing  that  the  establishment  of  such  county  will  be 
conducive  to  the  public  interest,  and  to  individual  convenience,  I  do,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  ordinance  of  Congress,  passed 
the  l.Stli  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven,  entitled  ''An  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  lay  out  that 
j)art  of  the  said  Territory  included  within  the  following  boundaries, 
namely:  beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  township  number  one, 
north  of  the  base  line  (so  called),  thence  along  the  Indian  boundary  line 
north,  to  the  angle  formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  line  running  to  the 
White  Kock  upon  Lake  Huron;  thence  with  the  last  mentioned  line  to 
the  boundai-y  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Province 
of  Upi)er  Canada;  thence  with  the  said  line  southwardly  to  a  point  in 
Lake  St.  Clair  due  east  from  the  place  of  beginning;  thence  due  west  to 
the  eastern  extremity  of  the  said  base  line;  and  with  the  same  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  into  a  separate  county,  to  be  called  the  county  of  Macomb. 

And  I  do  hereby  appoint  William  Brown,  Henry  T.  Hunt,  and  Conrad 
Ten  Eyck,  Escjuires,  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
said  county  of  Macomb,  and  of  reporting  to  me  where  it  is  the  most 
eligible  site  for  establishing  the  seat  of  justice  thereof. 

And  I  do  constitute  the  said  county  a  district  for  the  purposes  required 
by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  adjust  the  estates  and  affairs  of  deceased 
persons,  testate  and  intestate,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  I'Jth 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

in  testiiiHiny  whereof  I  have  caused  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory to  be  hereunto  atlixed,  and  have  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
Oiven  at  Detroit  this  l.')th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
tlionsiiml  <'ight  hundred  and  eigliteen,  and  of  the  Independance  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America  the  forty-second. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

By  the  Governor: 

William  Woodbuidge,  Secretary  of  Michigan  Tvrritonj. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

The  county  of  ]faof>vih,  established  by  an  executive  act  of  January  15, 
1818,  shall   he  l»(»niided  ;is  follows: 
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Beginning  on  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Province  of  Upper  Canada,  where  the  northern  boundary  of  the  county  of 
Wayne  intersects  the  same;  thence  with  the  said  northern  boundary^ 
west,  to  the  line  between  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  ranges^  east  of  the 
principal  meridian;  thence  north  to  the  line  between  the  townships  num- 
bered five  and  six,  north  of  the  base  line;  thence  east  to  the  line  between 
the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  fifth  township  north  of  the  base 
line,  in  the  thirteenth  range^  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  south 
to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  said  township;  thence  east,  to  the  line 
between  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  ranges,  east  of  the  principal  merid- 
ian; thence  south  to  lake  St.  Clair;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit^  this  tenth  day  of  September_,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-seventh. 

LEW.  CASS. 

Macomb — Thus  named  in  honor  of  Gen.  Alexander  Macomb^  of  whom 
mention  is  made  in  the  Wayne  county  papers  in  this  volume.  Born,  1782; 
died,  1841. 

County-seat  established  at  Mt.  Clemens,  March  11_,  1818. 


MANISTEE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of    the  State   of 

Michigan: 

Section  9.  That  portion  of  the  State  lying  in  towns  21,  22,  23,  and  24 
north  and  west  of  the  line  between  ranges  12  and  13  west,  shall  be  laid  off 
as  a  separate  county^  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of 
Manistee. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  the 
county  of  Manistee  shall  be  organized_,  and  shall  comprise  townships  21, 
22,  23  and  24  north  of  each  of  the  ranges  numbered  13,  14,  15^,  and  16 
west,  and  fractional  townships  21  and  22  north,  of  range  17  west;  and 
the  unorganized  county  of  Wexford  is  hereby  attached  to  said  county 
of  Manistee  for  judicial  purposes. 

Approved  February  13^  1855. 

County  seat^  Manistee.  It  was  first  settled  about  1846,  and  became 
an  incorporated  city  March  15,  1869.  The  Indians  interpret  the  name, 
a  "Eiver  at  whose  mouth  there  are  islands." 


MANITOU  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  the 
several  islands  in  Lake  Michigan,  known  as  the  Beaver  group,  the  north 
and  south  Fox  Islands,  the  north  and  south  Manitou  Islands,  be  organ- 
ized into  a  separate  county  by  the  name  of  Manitou^  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  to  which,  by 
law,  the  inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties  of  this  State  are  en- 
titled. 
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Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Manitou,  on  the 
third  Tuesday  in  April  next,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which  by 
law  the  said  county  is  entitled;  and  the  said  election  and  the  canvass  shall 
in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescriln^d  by  law 
for  holding:  elections  and  canvasses  for  county  and  State  ofliicers: 
'Frovidcd,  That  the  canvass  shall  be  held  at  the  village  of  St.  James,  in 
said  count}',  on  the  Monday  next  following  said  election;  and  said  county 
officers  shall  be  immediately  [qualified]  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices,  and  their  several  terms  of  office  shall  expire  at  the 
same  time  that  they  would  have  expired  had  they  been  elected  at  the  last 
general  election:  And  provided  further.  That  until  such  county  officers 
are  elected  and  <iualified,  the  duties  of  such  county  officers  shall  be  dis- 
charged by  the  several  persons  elected  to  fill  the  same  for  the  county  of 
Emmet,  at  the  last  general  election. 

Sec.  7.  The  county  seat  of  said  county  of  Manitou  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county. 

Sec.  8.  The  said  county  of  Manitou  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction 
on  Lake  Michigan  with  the  other  counties  contiguous  thereto. 

A])proved  February  12,  18.55. 

Manitou — An  Indian  name  for  the  "Great  Spirit." 
The  seat  of  justice  is  at  St.  James,  a  village  at  the  northern  extremity 
of  Beaver  Island. 


MARQUETTE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  tienatc  and  House  of  Representatives  of    the  State   of 

Michigan: 

Section  4.  All  that  portion  of  the  State  embraced  between  the  line 
between  ranges  23  and  24  west,  the  north  boundary  of  township  41.  the 
line  between  ranges  o7  and  ?>9>  west,  and  Lake  Superior,  shall  be  laid  oif 
as  a  separate  county  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  count}'  of  Mar- 
quette. 

Approved  March  9,  1843. 

Be  it  enacted  In/  the  Senate  and  Tlouse  of  Repre-<ientatives  of    the  State    of 

Michigan: 

Seption  4.  All  that  poi-tion  of  the  State  embraced  between  ranges 
twenty-three  and  twenty-four  (23  and  24)  west,  the  north  boundary  of 
township  foiiy-one  (41),  the  line  between  ranges  thirty-seven  and  thirty- 
eight  (37  and  38)  west,  and  the  north  boundary  of  township  forty-nine 
(40).  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county  and  known  and  designated  as 
the  county  of  Marrpiette. 

Approved  March  19,  1845. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact.  That  to  perfect  a 
sejiaratc  oigauization  of  the  county  of  Marquette,  there  shall  beelected 
in  the  said  county,  on  the  second  Monday  in  June,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-one,  all  the  several  county  officers  to  which  by  law  the 
said  county  is  entitled;  and  said  election  shall  in  all  respects  be  con- 
ducted ;ind  held  in  the  mannr'r  jirescribed  by  law  for  holding  elections 
for  connly  and  State  othcers:  such  oflicers.  wln'U  duly  (pialitied.  to  hold 
tlieir  oflices  until  the  first  dav  of  Januarv,  1853. 
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Sec.  2.  That  all  that  part  of  the  county  of  Marquette  embraced  by  the 
said  county  west  of  range  26,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  and  organ- 
ized into  a  separate  township  by  the  name  of  Carp  River,  and  the  first 
township  meeting  for  the  election  of  township  officers  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Monday  of  June  next,  ensuing,  at  the  house  of  B.  F.  Eaton, 
in  said  township. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  county  of  Schoolcraft  be  and  is  hereby,  attached  to 
the  county  of  Marquette  for  all  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  5.     That  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Approved  April  7,  1851. 

Marquette. — Xamed  from  the  Jesuit  Father  Marquette,  an  early  ex- 
plorer of  the  Great  Lakes,  particularly  Lake  Superior  and  the  Mississippi 
river.     Born  1637,  died  1675. 

County-seat,  Marquette. 


MASON  COUNTY. 

Tlie  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact: 

Section  2.  The  county  of  Mason  shall  be  organized^  and^  shall  com- 
prise townships  17,  18^  19  and  20  north,  of  each  of  the  ranges  numbered 
15,  16,  17,  and  18  west;  and  the  unorganized  counties  of  Lake  and 
Osceola  are  hereby  attached  to  said  county  of  Mason  for  judicial  purposes. 

Approved  February  13, 1855. 

Mason  county  was  named  in  honor  of  Stevens  T.  Mason,  the  last 
Territorial  and  first  State  Governor  of  Michigan.  Appointed  to  succeed 
his  father  as  Secretary  of  the  Territory  in  1831;  elected  to  the  Governor's 
chair  in  1835. 

The  county-seat  was  established  at  An  Sable,  by  act  approved  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1861. 

Ludington  is  now  the  county-seat  of  Mason  county.  The  plat  of  this 
village  was  recorded  September  10,  1867. 


MECOSTA  COUNTY.* 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of   tJie  State   of 

Michigan: 

Section  3.  That  portion  of  the  State  lying  in  towns  13,  14,  15  and  16 
north,  and  ranges  7,  8,  9,  and  10  west,  together  with  towns  11  and  12 
north,  of  ranges  9  and  10  west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county, 
to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of  Mecosta. 

Sec.  4.  That  portion  of  the  State  embraced  in  towns  9  and  10  north, 
of  ranges  9,  10,  11  and  12  west,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  attached 
to  the  county  of  Kent,  and  shall  constitute  and  form  a  part  of  the 
boundaries  of  said  county. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 


*See  Notipekago  county. 
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Skption  1,  The  People  of  the  State  of  MichUjnn  enact,  That  townships 
numbers  13,  14.  15  and  10  north  of  range  number  7  west,  and  numbers 
13,  14,  15  and  16  north  of  range  number  8  west,  and  13,  14,  15  and  16 
north  of  range  number  9  west,  and  13,  14,.  15  and  16  north  of 
range  number  10  west,  being  16  townships  as  surveyed  by  the  United 
States,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  organized  into  a  county  to  be  known 
and  designated  as  the  county  of  Mecosta,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  to  which  by  law  the 
inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Skc.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Mecosta  aTbove 
organized,  at  the  next  annual  township  meeting  in  the  several  townships 
in  said  county,  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  in  the  year  1S59, 
all  the  several  county  ofllicers  to  which  by  law  the  said  county  is  entitled, 
and  said  election  shall  in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  law  for  holding  elections  for  county  and  State  officers, 
and  the  said  officers  so  elected  shall,  after  having  been  duly  qualified 
according  to  law,  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  on  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1859,  and  hold  the  same  until  the  first 
day  of  eTanuary,  in  the  year  1861. 

Sec.  3.  The  board  of  canvassers  of  said  county  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  the  presiding  insj)ectors  of  election  from  each  township  therein, 
and  the  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  village  of  Leonard,  in  said 
county,  on  tlie  second  Tuesday  after  the  election,  and  organize  by  appoint- 
ing one  of  the  number  chairman  and  another  Secretary  of  said  board, 
and  shall  thereupon  discharge  all  other  duties  of  a  board  of  county  can- 
vassers, as  in  other  cases  of  elections  for  county  and  State  officers. 

Skc.  4.  The  county-seat  of  said  county  is  hereby  established  at  the 
village  of  Leonard.  60  rods  south  of,  and  80  rods  east  of  the  northwest 
corner  of  section  14,  in  township  number  15  north,  of  range  number  10 
west. 

Sec.  5.  The  sheriff  and  county  clerk  elected  under  the  provisions  of 
tbis  act,  shall  provide  a  place  in  the  village  of  Leonard  for  holding  the 
circuit  court  in  said  count.y,  and  also  suitable  places  in  said  village  for 
the  sevei-al  county  offices,  until  the  board  of  supervisors  shall  provide 
for  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  The  county  of  Osceola  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  at- 
tached to  said  county  of  Mecosta  for  judicial  and  municipal  purposes. 

Sec.  7.  The  coiinty  of  Mecosta,  as  above  organized,  is  hereby  made  a 
part  of  the  ninth  judicial  circuit. 

Approved  February  11,  1859. 

County-seat  at  P>ig  Kapids.  The  name  of  the  township  was  changed 
from  Leonard  to  liig  Kaj)ids  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  Februarv  22, 
1865. 

MEEGISEE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  anti  TToufie  of  Rcprc'icntativeii  of    the  State   of 

Miehlfjan: 

Sectk)N.  21.  That  jtortinn  of  tlie  Stale  lying  in  towns  29,  30,  ,'',1.  and 
32  north,  and  west  of  the  line  between  ranges  4  and  5  west,  and  east  of 
Orand  Traverse  Tiay,  shall  l)e  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  Known 
and  designated  as  the  county  of  Meegisee. 

Approved  April  L  1810. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of    the  State   of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  10.     The  name  of  the  county  of  Meegisee,  as  now  organized'  by 
law,  is  changed  to  that  of  Antim. 

Approved  March  8,  1843. 


MENOMINEE  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12  of  act  number  213,  of  the  laws  of 
1861,  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  the  county  of  Bleeker/'  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  en<ict,  That  the  county 
of  Bleeker  is  hereby  organized  into  the  county  of  Menominee,  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  to  which  by 
law  the  inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  The  county-seat  of  said  county  shall  be  and  is  hereby  located 
in  township  31  north,  of  range  27  west,  and  John  Quimby,  Sr.,  Nicholas 
Gewchr,  and  E.  S.  Ingalls  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  locate 
the  same.  If  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  fail  to 
locate  said  county-seat  within  one  yeav  from  May  next,  then  the  board 
of  supervisors  and  county  clerk  of  said  county  shall  locate  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  That  said  county  of  Menominee,  when  so  organized,  shall  be 
attached  to  the  district  court  of  the  Upper  Peninsula,  and  the  judge  of 
Said  district  shall  hold  courts  in  said  county,  as  by  law  in  such  cases 
made  and  provided. 

Sec.  8.  The  said  county  of  Menominee  shall  belong  to  and  be  a  part 
of  the  rejjresentative  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Marquette, 
Chippewa,  Delta,  Schoolcraft,  and  Menominee,  and  of  the  32d  senatorial 
and  6th  congressional  districts. 

Sfjc.  13.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  March  19,  1863. 

County-seat,  Menominee. 


MENOMINEE     COUNTY. 

For  a  history  of  Menominee  county  the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  is  indebted  to  the  Hon.  E.  S.  Ingalls  for  a  copy  of  the  Cen- 
tennial History  of  that  county,  from  which  this  sketch  is  compiled. 

Mr.  Ingalls  says  in  his  preface  that  Mr.  Charles  McLeod  is  now  the 
oldest  living  white  settler  in  the  county,  to  whom  he  is  indebted  for  many 
of  his  facts.  Other  facts  were  imparted  by  John  K.  Kittson,  Esq.,  who 
was  an  old  settler.  He  also  refers  to  a  small  pamphlet,  which  he  considers 
authentic,  published  in  1871  by  Lewis  S.  Patrick,  entitled  "Sketches  of 
the-Menominee  Kiver."  He  says  all  the  events  related  that  have  occurred 
since  the  summer  of  1859  have  been  under  his  own  observation. 

In  the  first  chapter  of  the  Centennial  History  the  author  tells  some- 
thing of  the  peaceful  character  of  the  Menominee  tribe  of  Indians,  who 
inhabited  this  county,  named  for  them.     He  says,  in  substance: 
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Tradition  tells  of  but  one  b.ittle  fought  within  the  limits  of  the  county, 
an<l  that  was  between  the  Indians  living  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
and  those  living  in  the  village  near  Wliite  and  (Jrand  liapids.  It  is 
presnmed  the  latter  were  ('hii)i)ewas.  The  battle  was  fought  near  the 
house  of  Charles  McLeod  and  along  the  banks  of  the  river  near  liurying- 
Ground  Point. 

The  Indians  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  were  not  satisfied  with  a 
mere  abundance  of  stiir(/von,  but  the  old  chief,  to  increase  the  quantity 
of  this  luxury,  ordered  a  dam  built  of  stones  across  the  river  to  prevent 
the  lish  from  ascending.  This  caused  great  sulTering  to  the  Indians  at 
the  upper  villages,  as  they  were  largely  dependent  on  sturgeon  for  their 
support.  To  the  remonstrances  of  these  people  the  chief  turned  a  deaf 
ear,  and  sent  them  an  insulting  message.  But  sturgeon  those  people 
must  have,  and  accordingly  their  chief  gathered  his  warriors  and  *'came 
down  like  a  wolf  on  the  fold,"  with  "sturgeon"  for  their  war-cry.  The 
war-whooi»  fell  with  terrible  meaning  on  the  Menominees  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  every  warrior  was  (piickly  in  arms  ready  for  light  in 
a  warfare  that  showed  no  quarter  and  exercised  no  mercy.  The  battle 
was  short  and  sharp.  The  squaws  and  children  escaped  to  the  swamps 
and  across  the  river  in  safety.  The  light  raged  up  and  down  the  river 
two  or  three  hours,  when  the  village  fell  into  the  hands  of  its  assailants. 
The  shore  chieftian  was  tortured  till  it  ended  in  death.  The  conijuerors 
t(ue  away  the  dam  and  returned  to  their  homes,  where  they  again  caught 
sturgeon,  and  lived  in  peace  and  plenty. 

The  Menominee  Indians  are  fast  fading  away;  where  were  thousands 
when  the  white  men  came,  it  is  rare  now  to  hnd  one.  In  1S5D  it  was 
very  common  to  see  a  village  of  wigwams  at  the  Kapids,  the  occupants 
busy  catching  and  smoking  sturgeon  as  a  supply  of  provisions  till  the 
deer  were  fat  enough  to  kill  and  eat.  It  was  also  common  to  see  fleets 
of  bark  canoes  loaded  down  with  sfjuaws  and  i»appooses,  coasting  along 
the  shores  of  Green  Bay.  Nearly  all  of  these  live  on  their  reservations  at 
Keshena  and  Shawano.  Many  of  them  have  become  civilized  and  have 
good  eoninioii  schools  and  churches.  A  few  remain  of  the  Menominees, 
but  their  days  are  numbered.  The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  there  will 
not  be  an  Indian  left  on  the  Jlenominee  to  cherish  the  memory,  or  even 
j)reserve  the  name,  of  the  peaceful  tribe  that  once  roamed  over  these 
Ininling  grounds,  i)roud  of  the  freedom  of  savage  life. 

THE  FIRST  WHITE  SETTLERS   IN  MENOMINEE. 

The  lirst  ^\hite  man  who  came  here  to  stay  was  Chappee,  an  Indian 
trader,  who  <;nne  here  as  an  agent  for  the  American  Fur  Company  and 
established  a  i)ost  in  ITtKJ.  He  was  a  French  Canadian  voyageur,  with 
sufficient  education  to  keep  what  books  were  necessary  for  an  Indian 
trading  j)ost.  A  story  is  told,  illustrating  his  nerve  in  danger,  as  well 
us  the  uncomfortable  position  an  Indian  trader  is  sometimes  placed  in 
when  his  jtosi  is  far  from  <-ivi!i7-ation. 

-\11  the  while  men  belonging  to  the  jtosI  liad  been  sent  away  tm  various 
exjieditioiis.  leaving  only  ('happee  and  on«'  white  man.  .\n  unfiiendly 
band  of  Indians  came  to  the  jiost,  and  before  Cliajipee  discovered  their 
character,  they  were  inside  the  stockade,  and  inside  the  building  used  for 
a  store-room.  It  was  not  long  before  he  became  satis(ie«l  they  meant 
mischief.  He  tried  by  pleasant  words  to  still  the  storm  and  avert  the 
danger,  without  avail;  and  when,  as  he  thonghl.  the  crisis  had  nearly 
apfirfiached,  he  rolled  out  a  keg  of  gunpowder,  wliicli  was  open  at  the 
end.  and  catching  up  a   loaded  pistol,  he  cixked   it   and   |>oint*'d   it    into 
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the  gunpowder,  and  with  flashing  eyes  turned  to  their  chief  and  told  him 
if  every  Indian  was  not  out  of  the  stoclvade  in  two  minutes  he  would  fire 
into  the  gunpowder,  and  send  them,  and  go  with  them^  into  the  happy 
hunting-grounds.  They  knew  by  his  tone  and  the  flash  of  his  eye  that 
he  meant  business,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  not  an  Indian  was  seen 
inside  the  stockade.  They  were  so  favorably  impressed  with  his  bravery, 
they  made  friends  with  him,  and  often  afterwards  visited  him,  to  his 
and  the  American  Fur  Company's  great  profit. 

The  next  permanent  white  settlers  who  came  were  William  Farns- 
worth  and  Charles  Brush.  They  arrived  in  1822;  were  smart  business 
men,  without  so  nice  a  sense  of  "meiom  et  tuimi'^  as  some  men  possess.  By 
a  little  sharp  practice  they  superseded  Chappee  in  the  friendship  of  the 
Indians,  and  at  length  Farnsworth  got  what  he  thought  was  Chappee's 
trading  post,  which  he  induced  the  Indians  to  include  in  a  grant  of  land 
on  that  side  of  the  river.  One  day  in  Chappee's  absence  he  took  posses- 
sion of  the  post,  and  piled  out  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  as  there  were 
then  no  writs  for  "forcible  entry  and  detainer."  Chappee  piled  his 
traps  into  his  canoes  and  paddled  them  up  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  that 
bear  his  name,  and  there  built  another  stockade  and  made  a  stand  for  his 
rights. 

Farnsworth's  course,  if  not  quite  justifiable,  was  the  first  step  that  led 
to  civilization  on  the  Menominee  river.  He  and  his  partner  instituted  the 
packing  of  whitefish  in  barrels  for  market.  They  built  the  first  saw- 
mill on  the  Menominee  river  in  1832.  It  was  a  water-mill  on  the  Wis- 
consin side  of  the  river,  a  short  distance  above  where  the  Chicago  and 
Northwestern  Railway  now  leaves  the  bank  in  crossing. 

William  Farnsworth  was  lost  on  the  steamer  Lady  Elgin,  which  was 
sunk  in  18G0  by  a  collision  between  Waukegan,  Illinois,  and  Chicago. 
It  is  not  known  what  became  of  Brush,  or  whether  he  still  lives. 

The  next  white  man  to  take  up  a  permanent  residence  here  was  John 
G.  Kittson,  who  came  in  1826  as  clerk  for  the  American  Fur  Company 
under  Chappee.  He  was  the  son  of  a  British  officer,  who  was  or  had 
been  stationed  in  Canada.  Mr.  Kittson  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  this  vicinity,  and  died  in  1872,  his  death  being  hastened  by  exposure 
on  the  night  of  the  great  woods  fire  in  1871.  He  had  great  influence 
over  the  Indians,  who  always  spoke  of  him  as  "the  writer,"  on  account  of 
his  doing  the  writing  in  their  transactions  with  the  Government.  He 
left  many  descendants  who  still  live  in  Menominee. 

In  1826  came  Joseph  Duncan.  He  was  a  British  soldier,  is  still  living, 
makes  it  his  home  with  Charles  McLeod,  believes  himself  to  be  between 
80  and  90  years  old. 

The  next  white  men  who  came  to  stay  were  Baptiste  Premeau  and 
Charles  McLeod,  in  1832.  Joseph  DeCoto  came  the  same  year  and  is 
still  alive. 

When  William  Farnsworth  first  came  to  the  Menominee,  Marinette 
was  a  blooming  young  woman,  bright  and  intelligent.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  a  daughter  of  Wabashish  (the  Marten),  a  chief  of  the 
Menominees,  and  Bartholomew  Shevaliere,  a  M^hite  man.  The  first  we 
know  of  Marinette  is,  that  John  B.  Jacobs,  a  man  from  Canada,  had  her 
for  his  wife  at  Mackinaw.  They  had  several  children,  of  whom  John  B. 
Jacobs  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McLeod  are  still  living.  For  some  reason,  not 
known,  Jacobs  separated  from  Marinette  at  Mackinaw.  Afterwards 
William  Farnsworth  became  enamored  and  took  her  for  his  wife,  and 
34 
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brought  her  and  her  children  here  in  1822.  He  had  children  by  her,  one  of 
whom,  rieoT'fjo  Farnswortli.  is  living  at  Green  I>ay,  Wisconsin.  Marinette 
died  in  1863,  highly  honored  by  all  the  residents  about  the  river.  She  was 
72  years  old  when  she  died,  and  had  been  looked  to  as  a  mother  by  all  the 
early  settlers  and  Indians,  for  she  had  always  been  ready  to  assist  the 
needy  and  comfort  the  distressed.  The  first  orchai'd  of  apple  trees  was  set 
out  by  her  and  is  still  bearinjr-  Andrew  EvehMul,  another  permanent  set- 
Ih-r,  came  in  1842.  John  Quimby.  who  deserves  honorable  mention,  came 
in  1845,  and  died  in  1ST4.  When  the  writer  first  came  here  and  had  learned 
its  resources  for  buildinj;  a  larj^^e  town,  he  frequently  talked  with  Quimby 
about  buildinj;  a  railroad  through  the  county.  His  reply  usually  was 
that  he  never  wanted  to  live  any  longer  than  to  see  a  railroad  through 
these  woods.  Though  only  sixty-five  at  his  death,  there  had  then  been  one 
in  running  oi-di'r  several  years. 

MILLS   IN   MENOMINEE. 

The  second  mill  was  built  in  1841  by  Charles  McLeod,  who  did  most 
of  the  work  of  building  with  his  own  hands.  Iron  being  scarce,  the 
cogs  of  the  wheels  of  the  running  works  were  of  wood.  In  1844  Dr. 
Hall  built  a  mill  whose  capacity  for  sawing  was  equal  to  6,000,000  feet 
per  year. 

The  next  Tiiill  l»uilt  in  this  county  was  a  w-ater-mill,  built  by  Hack- 
bone  &  Boyden.  in  1S.~)4.  After  passing  through  various  hands  this  mill 
is  now  doing  a  good  business,  having  a  sawing  capacity  of  12.000,000 
feet,  board  measure,  ])er  year.  In  18r)6  ''the  New  York  Lumber  Com- 
])any"  built  a  mill  on  the  main  shore  of  the  river,  at  Menekaune,  on  the 
Wisconsin  side;  it  is  said  that  eighty  thousand  dollars  were  expended 
before  a  board  was  sawed. 

In  1872  the  Menominee  River  Lumber  Company  was  incorporated,  and 
although  theii-  mill  is  on  the  Wisconsin  sid(%  they  own  between  80,000 
and  00.000  acies  of  land  in  this  county.  It  will  repay  any  one  to  give 
Mr.  Ingalls'  account  of  the  immense  mill  and  lumlier  intei'ests  of  Me- 
nominee county  a  thorough  examination.  In  this  paper  a  mere  glance 
is  given  to  the  early  efforts  in  that  direction. 

COUNTY   ORGANIZATION. 

At  the  first  .settlement  of  Menominee  county,  all  of  the  country  from 
Menominee  river  lo  Lake  Huron  belonged  to  Mackinaw  county.  It  was 
a  wilderness,  with  neilhei'  civil  officers  nor  while  ])eople  to  fill  the  offices. 
Subsecjuently  a  county  was  established,  reaching  from  Lak*'  Michigan 
to  the  Menominee  river,  called  Delta  county.  There  were  few  white  men 
in  it  when  it  was  organized,  and  it  was  attached  to  Mackinaw  for  judi- 
cial purj)oses. 

In  ISfil,  .\iison  Ttangs.  who  ihcn  icsided  at  ^larinette,  Wisconsin,  and 
owned  considerable  land  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  had  a  short  time 
liefoi-e  l)nill  a  mill  on  Little  river,  a  branch  of  the  Menominee,  was  at 
Lansing  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature.  He  having  ju-ivate 
objects  in  view,  without  consulting  the  jieople  at  Menominee,  obtained 
iho  passage  of  an  act  to  create  a  new  county  by  the  name  of  IMeeker,  an 
old  .Albany  name.  There  were  many  provisions  in  the  act  which  were 
obnoxious  fo  the  settlers  in  the  county,  and  they  refused  to  organize  under 
it.  liy  the  provisions  of  this  act.  if  the  people  failed  to  organize,  the  new 
coiinty  w;is  to  be  at  laclie<l  to  M;ir(|nette  county  for  judicial  pur])oses.  At 
this  poinl  .Mr.  Ingalls  became  fully  identified  with  events  in  the  county. 
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He  says  it  was  in  the  spring  of  1861  that  the  meeting  referred  to  was 
held.  Tliere  being  no  settled  lawyer  nearer  than  Oconto,  the  people  on 
the  Michigan  side  of  the  river  persuaded  Mr.  Ingalls  to  come  over  and 
counsel  with  them  in  regard  to  organizing  a  county;  he  therefore  moved 
to  the  village  of  Menominee  in  1862.  In  1863  he  was  sent  to  Lansing, 
when  the  Legislature  was  in  session,  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  to 
organize  a  county.  The  money  for  his  expenses  was  raised  by  contri- 
bution. 

The  member  from  Mr.  Ingall's  district  was  James  S.  Pendall,  from 
Marquette.  Mr.  Ingalls  prepared  such  a  bill  as  the  people  needed;  Mr. 
Pendall  presented  and  had  it  referred.  Soon  afterwards  it  was  passed 
and  became  a  law,  and  Menominee  took  its  place  in  the  list  of  counties 
of  the  State,  the  name  being  previously  decided  upon.  At  that  time 
there  were  no  settlers  in  the  county  except  those  living  at  Menominee 
and  up  the  river,  and  those  living  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Cedar  river;  there- 
fore the  county  was  divided  into  two  townships, — Cedarville  and  Me- 
nominee. The  latter  embraced  all  of  range  27  and  the  towns  and  frac- 
tional towns  in  ranges  28,  29,  30,  and  31  west.  The  town  of  Menominee 
is  about  as  large  as  the  State  of  Rhode  Island^  being  sixty-one  miles  long 
and  thirty  miles  wide  at  the  northern  end,  and  tapering  to  a  point  at  its 
southern  extremity.  By  the  provisions  of  the  act  the  county-seat  was  to 
be  located  in  town  31  north,  range  27  west.  John  Quimby,  Sr.,  Nicholas 
Gewchr,  and  E.  S.  Ingalls  were  appointed  to  locate  the  same.  The  com- 
missioners in  the  spring  of  1863  located  it  on  what  is  called  ''Court-House 
Square,"  in  Menominee,  opposite  the  Quimby  Hotel  (Kirby  House),  where 
a  clerk's  ofiflce  and  jail  were  afterwards  erected. 

In  1874  a  court-house  was  built  on  Ogden  avenue,  and  the  county-seat 
removed  to  that  place.  The  first  election  was  held  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  1863.  The  county  when  organized  became  a  part  of  the  judicial 
district  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.  It  was  made  a  part  of  the 
representative  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Marquette,  Chippewa, 
Schoolcraft  and  Delta,  and  was  then  included  in  the  32d  senatorial  and 
sixth  congressional  districts.  By  act  of  1875,  Menominee  and  Delta 
constitute  a  representative  district. 

The  first  county  officers  were: 

Judge  of  Probate,  Eleazer  S.  Ingalls;  Sheriff,  John  Quimby;  Coimty 
Clerk,  Salmon  P.  Saxton;  Prosecuting  Attorney,  E.  S.  Ingalls;  Register 
of  Deeds,  Josiah  R.  Brooks;  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  E.  S.  Ingalls; 
County  Treasurer,  Leroy  T.  Ireland;  Coroners,  Samuel  W.  Abbott, 
Andrew  Mclver. 

At  the  first  election  held  in  Menominee  the  number  of  votes  cast  was 
45,  and  in  the  town  of  Cedarville,  10.  At  and  before  the  time  of  organ- 
ization of  the  county,  all  mail  matter  for  Menominee  came  to  Menekaune, 
Wis.,  but  it  now  became  necessary  to  have  a  postoffice,  and  the  Depart- 
ment establishment  one  at  Menominee  in  1863, — Norman  R.  Soule,  post- 
master. At  first  he  had  to  go  to  Menekaune  for  the  mail-bag  in  summer, 
and  sometimes  in  winter.  In  summer  the  mail  came  three  times  a  week 
from  Green  Bay  by  boat,  in  winter  by  stage. 

Up  to  this  time  (1874)  the  county  had  been  without  a  court-house,  hold- 
ing the  courts  in  public  halls.  When  first  organized  it  was  decided  that 
"pay  as  you  go"  was  the  best  policy.  When  first  organized  the  asses- 
sable property  in  the  county  was  valued  at  about  |60, 001.25.  It  is  now 
valued  at  |1^363,309.83.  The  people  concluded  to  build  a  good  court- 
house, which  was  accordingly  finished  in  1875,  and  would  do  no  discredit 
to  any  county.     It  is  constructed    with    modern    appliances    and    con- 
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veniences,  costing  in  round  numbers  $32,000.00.  The  township  of  Me- 
nominee in  the  same  year  built  a  town  hall  of  brick,  costing  $8,000.00. 

BANKS.— HUNT  AND  FRAZER'S  MENOMINEE  BANK. 

This  bank  began  to  do  business  March  7th,  1873,  under  the  name 
"Menominee  Bank."  The  original  proprietors  were  E.  Harden,  Frederick 
Stattord  (then  of  Negaunee),  and  H.  J.  Colwell,  of  Clarksburg,  Michigan. 
James  Fraser  was  cashier. 

Its  total  exchange  business  since  it  commenced  has  been  |800,000;  the 
amount  paid  on  checks.  |584,171).02;  gross  business  of  every  kind,  $1,500,- 
000.  The  amount  paid  out  on  exchange  for  the  fiscal  year  just  closed, 
$175,000.  The  present  otticers  are  M.  K.  Hunt,  President,  and  James 
Fraser,  Cashier. 

THE  EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  MENOMINEE 

commenced  business  in  1873.  H  was  begun  in  1870  by  George  A.  Wood- 
ford, Clinton  B.  Fay,  and  Charles  H.  Jones,  rather  as  a  broker's  office 
than  a  bank,  Woodford  having  the  management  of  the  business.  After- 
wards Fay  and  Jones  sold  their  interest,  and  in  1874  Charles  E.  Aiken, 
the  present  cashier,  bought  into  it,  Woodford  retaining  his  interest.  The 
gross  amount  of  business  for  1875  is  $350,000.  Total  business  of  every 
kind  since  its  commencement,  $1,000,000.  Tresent  olficers:  George  A. 
Woodford,  Tresident;  Charles  E.  Aiken,  Cashier. 

THE    GERMAN   BANK 

commenced  business  in  1875.  Its  business  is  confined  to  buying  drafts, 
the  funds  being  furnished  by  the  Steplienson  Banking  Company  of 
Marinette.  The  certificate  is  tiled  in  the  name  of  Jacob  Muth,  Cashier, 
who  attends  to  the  whole  business.  Gross  amount  of  business  for  1875 
is  $75,000. 

BENEVOLENT    SOCIETIES. 

The  first  society  of  the  kind  instituted  was  the  Menominee  Lodge  No. 
200,  F.  &  A.  M.,  which  received  its  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Michigan,  Aug.  IMli.  1800.  The  charter  members  were  William  v'^omer- 
villc,  1'.  \V.  M.;  Miles  Shepard.  P.  W.  M.;  E.  S.  Ingalls,  J.  L.  Buell,  Ur. 
John  Murphy,  John  Hanley,  S.  1'.  Saxton,  and  E.  Gilbert  Jackson. 

MENOMINEE  LODGE  NO.  133,   1.  O.  O.   F., 

wjis  institnted  as  a  lodge  Oct.  15lh,  1800.  by  dispensation  fi-om  the  R.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan.  The  charier  was  received  January  20th, 
1S70.  from  M.  W.  G.  M.,  J.  H.  Curtis.  The  first  elective  olficeis  were 
George  Hartcr.  N.  G.;  Clarence  Rice,  V.  G.;  Phillip  Loweustein,  Secre- 
tary; Robert  McCullongh,  Treasurer, — who,  with  George  Reed,  were  the 
charter  members. 

SOCIETE   ST.   LOUIS   DE   SECOURS   MUTUELS   DE   MENOMINEE. 

Ilie  tirsi  meeting  for  llie  org.ini/.ation  of  this  lodge  was  held  Sept.  22d, 
l>^73,  in  which  the  const  it  ul ion  of  tin;  French  Societe  of  Fond  du  Lac, 
Wisconsin,  was  received  ;ind  accepted.  The  Society  officers  elected  were 
Theodolph  Trudel,  President;  Louis  J.  Raiche,  Treasurer;  and  George 
A  Hard,  Secretary.  On  the  2Lst  of  Sept.,  LS74,  the  Society  was  admitted 
into  the  T'nion  of  the  French  Societe  of  the  Fnited  Stales  of  America. 
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This  society,  as  will  be  inferred  from  its  name^  is  composed  of  Frencli- 
speaking  people.  It  has  done  much  good;  many  who  otherwise  would 
have  suffered  much  have  been  relieved,  when  they  have  been  met  by 
accident  or  overcome  by  sickness. 

INDEPENDENT   ORDER   OP   GOOD    TEMPLARS. 

A  lodge  of  this  order  was  established  in  1870,  and  was  in  successful 
operation  three  years.  Its  lodge-room  was  burned,  and  it  then  became 
disorganized. 

MENOMINEE  IRON  COMPANY. 

Incorporated  in  1872.  The  incorporators  were  H.  J.  Colwell,  of  Clarks- 
burg, Michigan ;  A.  B.  Meeker,  W.  L.  Brown,  John  H.  Wrenn,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  and  Jerome  T.  Case,  of  Racine,  Wisconsin.  The  company  com- 
menced the  construction  of  the  furnace  in  October,  1872,  and  went  into 
blast  August,  1873.  Its  average  capacity,  with  .charcoal  made  from  pine 
slabs  and  other  soft  wood,  is  twenty  tons  of  pig  iron  per  day.  It  was 
erected  under  the  superintendence  of  James  White,  and  cost  |140,000. 
The  present  officers  are  A.  B.  Meeker,  President;  W.  L.  Brown,  Treasurer; 
M.  R.  Hunt  Cashier;  Culbert  Sprong,  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 

THE  PENINSULA  IRON  AND   LUMBER   COMPANY 

was  incorporated  May  29,  1876,  capital  stock  |500,000.  The  incor- 
porators and  stockholders  are  Samuel  M.  Nickerson,  Henry  H.  Porter, 
Augustus  A.  Carpenter,  Samuel  M.  Stephenson,  and  James  B.  Goodman. 
The  company  owns  24,762  acres  of  land.  The  officers  are  James  R. 
Goodman,  President;  Samuel  M.  Stephenson,  Vice  President;  Samuel 
M.  Nickerson,  Treasurer;  and  Marvin  A.  Farr,  Secretary. 

RAILROADS. 

The  Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railway  Company  for  many  years  had 
contemplated  extending  its  road  to  Lake  Superior.  The  United  States 
many  years  ago  had  made  a  grant  of  eight  sections  of  land  to  the  mile, 
and  the  State  of  Michigan  gave  six  sections  of  land  to  the  mile  to  aid 
in  its  construction,  but  it  was  not  till  1871  that  work  was  begun  between 
Green  Bay  City  (Fort  Howard),  and  Menominee,  and  in  that  season  the 
road  was  completed  to  Menominee.  In  1872  it  was  extended  from  Me- 
nominee to  Escanaba,  in  Delta  county,  where  it  connected  with  the  Penin- 
sular division  of  the  company's  railroad,  which  terminated  at  Negaunee, 
connecting  with  the  Marquette,  Houghton  and  Ontonagon  Railroad.  This 
completed  the  line  to  Lake  Superior.  The  railroad  bridge  across  the 
Menominee  was  built  in  1872. 

DEER  CREEK  AND  MARBLE  QUARRY  RAILROAD  COMPANY 

was  organized  and  incorporated  in  1870  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
railroad  from  the  Menominee  iron  range  and  marble  quarries  to  the 
shore  of  Green  bay  at  Deer  Creek,  which  is  the  nearest  point  on  the  shore 
from  -the  mines  where  docks  could  be  made. 

The  Menominee  River  Railroad  Company  was  incorporated  in  1875, 
the  purpose  of  the  company  being  to  construct  a  railroad  to  the  Me- 
nominee iron  range  before  alluded  to. 
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STEAMBOAT. 

The  first  steamboat  that  stopped  at  Menominee  of  wliicli  we  liave  any 
record  was  the  **New  York,''  which  called  here  for  wood  in  1830,  on  which 
was  Daniel  Wells,  Jr.,  who  has  since  been  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  mill  interests  of  this  place.  From  that  time  forward  various  kinds 
of  water-craft  held  tlie  field  till  tiKjs  bej;an  to  be  used.  Previous  to  the 
purchase  of  tugs  the  lumber  of  the  various  mills  was  taken  out  to  the 
vessels  at  anchor  in  scows,  which  were  hauled  by  men  with  lines  made 
fast  to  the  shore  and  to  the  vessel  to  be  loaded.  Until  1871  nearly  all 
the  lumber  was  shipped  on  sail  vessels;  it  was  not  unusual  to  see  twenty- 
five  vessels  at  anchor  at  the  same  time.  Now  nearly  all  the  lumber 
is  transported  to  Chicago  by  steam. 

FARMS. 

The  first  farms  opened  were  at  Wausaukee  Bend,  at  Chappee's  Rapids. 
The  whole  county  is  covered  with  dense  forests  of  pine,  hemlock,  beech, 
basswood,  maple,  and  other  trees  indigenous  to  a  northern  climate,  with 
swamjts  covered  with  white  cedar  and  tamarack  trees.  All  of  the  beech 
and  mai)le  lauds  and  cedar  swamjts,  when  cleared,  make  good  farms,  the 
cedar  swamps  being  best  when  ju'operly  drained. 

For  many  years  after  the  country  was  settled  it  was  thought  farming 
could  not  be  made  profitable.  In  1855  several  German  families,  among 
whom  were  William  Ilackerman,  Henry  Bade,  Sr.,  and  Henry  Seiman, 
began  clearing  farms  at  Birch  Creek  settlement,  and  demonstrated  that 
farming  in  this  county  is  not  only  practicable  but  profitable. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The  Menominee  Herald  was  the  first  newspaper  published.  The  first 
number  was  issued  Sept.  10,  18(53,  E.  S.  Ingalls,  editor  and  proprietor, 
James  A.  Crozer  is  present  editor  and  publisher. 

In  January,  187G,  John  L.  Buell  took  the  press  and  materials  of  the 
"Lumberman  &  Miner,"  and  began  issuing  the  ''Menominee  Jornal," 
which  he  is  still  publishing. 

IRON    MINES. 

The  Breen  Mine  was  discoveied  in  18(H),  by  Bartley  and  Thomas  Breen. 
In  1872  the  Breen  Mining  Co.  was  incorporated,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $500, 000.  The  company  owns  the  Breen  ^line,  containing  120  acres  of 
land. 

In  1873  the  Ingalls  Mining  Company  was  incoi jioiated.  The  company 
owns  the  Ingalls  Mine,  iiHludiiig  210  acres  of  land.  Capital  stock, 
:^500,000. 

The  Quinis<'c  Mine  was  discovered  in  1873. 

LAWYERS. 

The  first  settled  in  this  county  was  E.  S.  Ingalls,  who  came  to  the 
Michigan  side  of  the  rivei-  in  ]S(;2.  Thomas  B.  Bice,  in  1S71.  lie  is  now 
Probate  Judge.  P.enjaniin  J.  P.rown,  in  1S7."5,  fi-om  Saginaw.  William 
A.  Franklin,  in  ls7(>. 

TOWN  LIBRARY. 

In  ls72  the  town  of  -Menominee  beg;in  to  form  a  town  lilnary.  which 
now  contnins  about  1.20(1  Vdlnmes. 


REPORTS    OF    COUNTIES,    ETC.  271 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  now  remembered  to  have  been  kept  in  Menominee  was 
by  Emily  Burchard,  in  1857,  in  a  part  of  Henry  Nason's  house  at  his 
shingle-mill  on  the  shore  of  Green  Bay.  The  first  school-house  was  built 
in  1857.  The  first  schools  held  in  District  No.  1,  in  Menominee,  were  in 
a  small  building  owned  by  Samuel  W.  Abbott,  which  had  been  built  for 
storing  fish-nets.  It  was  10x18  feet,  built  of  rough  boards,  and  filled 
between  the  joists  with  saw-dust.  In  1868,  a  school-house  was  built, 
planned  for  a  graded  school,  and  cost  $7,000,  still  occupied^  and  our 
schools  are  at  present  in  flourishing  condition,  under  the  supervision 
of  J.  Wesley  Bird.  The  first  school  inspectors  were  E.  S.  Ingalls  and 
Joseph  Van  Auker;  the  first  district  board,  E.  S.  Ingalls  moderator,  and 
Robert  Pengilly,  assessor. 

CHURCHES. 

The  first  church,  consisting  of  nine  members,  in  or  about  the  year 
1868,  was  gathered  by  Rev.  John  Farirchild,  then  and  now  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  Marinette;  present  number  of  members,  73. 
The  Roman  Catholics,  German  Lutherans,  and  Methodist  Episcopals  have 
each  a  church. 

FISHING. 

Fishing  has  been  a  prominent  business  at  Menominee  and  along  the 
bay  shore  ever  since  its  settlement.  The  fish  caught  for  market  are 
whitefish,  lake  trout,  and  dory  (a  species  of  pike).  Besides,  these  waters 
abound  with  sturgeon,  bass,  suckers,  and  pickerel  of  eatable  varieties, 
and  many  that  are  worthless.  The  small  inland  streams  contain  an 
abundance  of  brook  trout.  In  1874  6,000  young  salmon  were  deposited 
in  the  Menominee  river  by  the  fish  commissioners.  None  have  been 
caught,  so  it  is  not  known  whether  or  not  they  lived,  though  N.  R. 
Soule  says  he  has  this  season  seen  fish  jumping  out  of  the  water  on 
the  Grand  Rapids,  that  had  the  appearance  and  action  of  salmon.  For  a 
particular  account  of  the  wonderful  progress,  resources,  and  industries 
of  this  comparatively  new  county  of  Menominee,  the  reader  is  again 
referred  to  Mr.  Ingall's  Centennial  History,  of  which  this  paper  is  a 
meager  abstract.  It  is  closed  by  his  account  of  the  great  fire  of  1871, 
which  is.  given  in  his  own  words. 

THE  GREAT  WOODS  FIRE. 

The  summer  of  1871  was  very  dry;  no  rain  fell  after  June,  until  in 
October.  The  streams  were  nearly  dried  up;  the  swamps  were  entirely 
dry,  and  where,  in  the  latter,  water  could  usually  be  found  on  the  sur- 
face, it  became  necessary  to  dig  many  feet  to  find  it.  Almost  all  the 
swamps  were  filled  with  peat.  The  ground  in  the  woods  was  covered 
many  inches  in  depth  with  dead  leaves,  and  other  decaying  vegetable  sub- 
stances, which  had  become  dry  as  tinder;  many  fires  had  broken  out 
which  had  not  extended  over  a  great  area  of  country,  and  as  similar 
fires  had  occurred  in  1864  no  apprehensions  were  felt  of  any  serious 
calamity.  On  the  evening  of  October  8th  the  fires  started  up  afresh 
a  few  miles  north  of  Oconto,  Wisconsin.  The  wind  from  the  southwest 
freshened  driving  the  fires  in  this  direction,  and  by  night  had  become 
a  tornado.  The  fires  spread  as  the  wind  rose  until  they  united  and  had 
acquired  a  breadth  of  from  ten  to  twelve  miles,  and  raged  along  through 
the  Peshtigo  sugar-bushes,  in  which  were  farming  settlements,  and 
over  the  farms,  leaving  only  charred  ruins  and  ashes,  and  dead  bodies 
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of  human  beings  and  animals,  reaching  the  village  of  Peshtigo  about  8 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  By  1)  o'clock  that  village  was  in  ashes,  and 
hundreds  of  men,  women  and  children,  who  at  dark  of  that  day  were 
unconscious  of  danger,  and  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  hai)j)y  life,  were 
in  eternity,  and  notliing  remained  but  their  charred  bodies  or  ashes. 

By  half  past  nine  the  lire  had  reached  the  Menominee  river,  above 
and  below  the  village  (>f  Marinette;  fortunately  for  that  village  and  the 
survivors  it  had  divided  about  two  miles  before  reaching  it;  on  the 
east  it  swept  through  the  village  of  Menekaune,  blotting  it  out  of 
existence,  and  crossed  the  river  at  its  mouih,  limning  the  .  < Jilmore 
mill  on  the  Menominee  side. 

On  the  west  it  crossed  the  Menominee  river  above  the  rapid.s,  .swee- 
ing  along  until  it  struck  the  Bay  Shore,  about  one  mile  north  of  the 
village  of  Menominee,  burning  a  path  ten  miles  wide  for  about  sixteen 
miles  north  of  Menominee.  It  also  crossed  the  river  at  the  mill  of  the 
Ludinglon,  Wells  iK:  Van  Schaick  Company,  and  i)assed  up  the  flat 
through  the  village.  The  flat  was  then  a  swamp  covered  with  grass, 
with  but  few  buildings  on  it,  and  with  streets  on  each  side.  By  almost 
superhuman  efforts  the  tire  was  prevented  from  spreading  to  the  build- 
ings on  either  side.  The  next  morning  parties  started  out  in  various 
directions  to  bring  in  the  wound(Ml  and  burned;  hospitals  were  estab- 
lished, and  before  night  nearly  all  were  brought  in.  The  second  day 
I)arties  went  out  to  search  for  and  bury  the  dead.  The  telegraph  line  was 
destroyed  so  that  word  could  not  be  sent  to  (Jreen  Bay  City,  and  the 
next  day  after  the  fire  it  was  thought  necessary  to  keep  our  steamboats 
to  take  away  the  peojjle  in  case  the  fire  should  revive  and  burn  the 
villages  of  Menominee  and  Marinette.  The  night  of  the  9th  the  steamers 
left  and  carried  the  fearful  news  to  Green  Bay  City  and  returned  the  next 
day  freighted  with  jtrovisions  and  necessaries  for  the  burnt  sufferers, 
wliich  were  collected  by  the  ]»eoj)le  there  in  a  few  hours.  From  (Jreen  Bay 
the  telegrajih  (juickly  conveyed  the  sorrowful  news  in  all  dii-ections, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  food  and  clothing  were  coming  from  all  jiarts 
of  the  country.  The  lire  in  its  course  swept  over  an  area  of  40  miles 
in  length  by  10  in  width,  in  about  four  hours,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
about  1,200  jicrsons  jierished  in  it. 

The  actual  number  buined  1o  dealli  in  ^Menominee  county  was  28,  but 
many  were  burned  and  otherwise  injured  so  that  they  have  since  died. 
The  spa«'e  aUowed  me  will  not  admit  of  my  nienlioning  the  many  acts 
of  self-sacrificing  generosity  witnessed  here.  If  a  j)erson  loses  faith 
in  our  common  brotherhood  of  man,  he  need  to  be  but  once  in  the  midst 
of  such  a  calamity  to  regain  it. 

.MI('HIIJ.M.\CKINAC,    NOW     M.\CKINAC    COUNTY. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

[Vhcreas,  the  convenience  of  the  citizens,  and  the  due  administration 
of  justice,  re(|uire  that  a  new  county  should  b(^  established  in  the  said 
territory; 

Notr  thcrrforc,  I  do  by  these  jtresenls.  and  by  virtue  of  the  Ordinance 
of  Congress,  .July  l.'{,  17s7,  lay  out  that  |>arl  of  IIk*  said  territory,  to  which 
tlu'  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  included  within  the  following 
boundaries,  namely:  ('ommencing  at  the  White  l{ock  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Huron,  thence  with  the  line  of  the  county  of  Macomb,  to  the 
boundary   line  betwe<'n   the   Cnited   States  and   the   British    Trovince  of 
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Upper  Canada;  thence  with  the  said  boundary  line,  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  said  territory  of  Michigan;  thence  southerly^  with  the 
said  western  boundary,  so  far  that  a  line  drawn  due  west,  from  the  divid- 
ing ground  between  the  rivers  which  flow  into  Lake  Superior,  and  those 
which  flow  south;,  will  strike  the  same;  thence  due  east,  to  the  said 
dividing  ground,  and  with  the  same,  to  a  point  due  north  from  Sturgeon 
Bay;  thence  south  to  the  said  bay;  thence  by  the  nearest  line  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  said  territory,  as  the  same  was  established 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed,  January  11,  1805,  entitled  "An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate  governments;"  thence 
with  the  same,  to  a  point  due  west  from  the  southwestern  corner  of  the 
said  county  of  Macomb;  thence  due  east  to  the  southwestern  corner  of 
the  said  county  of  Macomb;  thence  with  the  western  boundary  of  the  said 
county,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  into  a  separate  county,  to  be  called  the 
county  of  MichiUmackinac. 

And  I  do  establish  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  said  county  of  Mich- 
ilimacldnac,  at  the  Borough  of  Michilimackinac. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit^  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United   States,  the  forty-third. 

LEW.  CASS. 

Mackinac  (pronounced  Mackinaw),  received  its  original  name  from  the 
Indians.  In  1818  it  was  organized  into  a  county  by  the  name  of  Mich- 
ilimackinac. 

An  old  legend  relates  that  a  large  number  of  people  were  assembled 
at  Point  St.  Ignace,  while  intently  gazing  at  the  rising  sun,  during  the 
great  Manitou  or  February  moon,  they  beheld  the  island  suddenly  rise 
up  from  the  water,  assuming  its  present  form.  From  the  point  of 
observation  it  bore  a  fancied  resemblance  to  a  huge  turtle,  hence  they 
gave  it  the  name  of  Moc-cJie-ne-moch-e-nung,  which  means  a  great  turtle. 
This  name,  when  put  in  French  dress^  became  Michilimackinac.  The 
term  is  now  obsolete,  except  as  applied  to  the  eounti/  which  lies  im- 
mediately north  of  the  Straits,  in  which  the  island  is  included. 

The  island  has  taken  upon  itself  the  name  of  Mackinac,  and  has  be- 
come a  "National  Park," 

According  to  the  Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  Michigan  for  1838,  the 
county  of  Mackinac  contains  an  area  of  27,684  square  miles,  excluding 
lake  surface. 

County-seat,  Mackinac. 

MIDLAND  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Sec.  10.  That  the  county  included  within  the  following  limits,  to 
wit:  beginning  where  the  line  between  townships  twelve  and  thirteen 
north  intersects  the  line  between  ranges  two  and  three  east;  thence 
north  to  the  line  between  townships  sixteen  and  seventeen;  thence  east 
to  the  shore  of  Saginaw  bay;  thence  south  along  the  shore  of  said  bay, 
to  the  line  between  townships  fourteen  and  fifteen  north;  thence  west 
to  the  line  between  ranges  two  and  three  east;  thence  south  to  the  line 
between  townships  twelve  and  thirteen  north;  thence  west  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate 
county,  by  the  name  of  Midland. 
Approved  March  2,  1831. 
35 


274  PIONEER     SOCIETY     OF     MICHIGAN. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michujan,  That  the  county  of  Midland  shall  become  duly 
orjianizcd,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
privileges  and  immunities  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  other 
counties  of  this  State  are  entitled,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

Skc.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Midland,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  November  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  all 
the  several  county  officers  to  which  by  law  the  said  county  is  entitled, 
and  said  election  shall  in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law  for  holding  elections  for  county  and  State 
officers. 

Sec.  3.  All  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending,  or 
which  shall  be  pending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty,  before  any  court  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  county  to  which  the  said  county  of  Midland  is  attached  for  judicial 
purposes,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution;  and  all 
taxes  heretofore  levied,  or  which  shall  be  levied  in  accordance  with  law, 
previous  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty,  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not 
passed. 

Sec.  4.  The  board  of  canvassers  in  said  county,  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  two  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  elections  from  each  town- 
ship therein;  and  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  county-seat  at  the 
time  appointed  by  law  for  the  county  canvass,  and  immediately  after 
the  election  authorized  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  and  organize 
by  appointing  one  of  their  number  chairman  and  another  secretary  of 
said  board,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a 
board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  election  for  county 
and  State  officers. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  county-seat  of  said  county  of  Midland  shall  be  and 
is  hereby  fixed  at  the  settlement  at  the  forks  of  the  Tittabawassee 
river,  in  said  county,  until  the  year  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  said  county,  under  the  direction  of 
the  supervisors  thereof,  to  provide  a  suitable  place  for  holding  courts 
in  said  county,  at  or  near  the  county-seat,  until  the  public  buildings  shall 
be  erected  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  Ci.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  March  29,  1850. 

(Act  amended  February  8,  1855.) 

Midland  City  is  the  county-seat  of  Midland  county. 


MIKENAUK   COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Senate  and  lloune  of  Representatives  of    the  State    of 

Michigan: 

Section  12.  That  jxntion  of  tlic  State  embraced  in  towns  21,  22,  23 
and  24  north,  of  ranges  1,  2,  :'.,  and  4  west,  shall  be  laid  olT  as  a  separate 
county,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  th(i  county  of  Mikenauk. 

Approved  Ajnil    1,  isjo. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of   the  State   of 

Michigan: 

Section  5.     The  name  of  the  county  of  Mikenauk,  as  now  organized 
by  law,  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Roscommon. 

Approved  March  8,  1843. 


MILWAWKIE    COUNTY. 

Section  3.  Be  it  en<icted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  All  that  district  of  country  bounded  north  by  the  county  of 
Brown,  east  by  the  eastern  boundary  of  Illinois,  extended  south  by  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  west  by  the  county  of  Iowa,  shall  constitute  the 
county  of  Milwawkie. 

Approved  September  6,  1834. 


MISSAUKEE    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of    the  State   of 

Michigan: 
'    Section  11.     That  portion  of  the  State  embraced  in  towns  21,  22,  23 
and  24  norths  of  ranges  five,  six,  seven,  and  eight  west,  shall  be  laid 
off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county 
of  Missaukee. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  the  county 
of  Missaukee,  consisting  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the  present  county 
of  Missaukee,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized  into  a  separate  county 
by  the  name  of  Missaukee,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges,  powers  and  immunities  to  which  by  law  the  in- 
habitants of  other  organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  township  meeting  of  the  several  townships  in  said 
county,  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  next,  there  shall  be  an 
election  of  all  the  county  officers  to  which  by  law  .the  said  county  is 
entitled,  who  shall  hold  their  several  offices  until  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and 
until  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified.  Said  elec- 
tion shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  way,  by  the  same  officers,  and  the 
returns  thereof  made  in  the  manner,  as  near  as  may  be,  as  is  now  re- 
quired by  law  in  the  election  of  county  officers  in  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  county  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  for  county  officers  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  election,  at  the  house  of 
Daniel  Eeeder,  in  the  township  of  Reeder,  county  aforesaid;  and  said 
canvass  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  way  and  by  the  same  officers 
as  the  requirements  of  law  now  provide  in  organized  counties,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  by  the  appointment  by  the  board  of  canvassers  of  one  of  their 
own  number  to  act  as  secretary  to  said  board  of  county  canvassers. 

Sec.  4.     The   location    of  the    county-seat   of  said    county  shall     be 
determined  by  the  vote  of  the  electors  of  the  said  county  at  a  special 
election,  which  is  hereby  appointed  to  be  held  by  the  several  townships 
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of  said  county,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Jnn^^  cijjhteen  hundred  and 
seventy-thive.  There  shall  he  written  or  printed  on  the  ballots  then 
polled  by  the  qualitied  electors  of  said  county,  one  place,  and  the  one 
which  shall  receive  the  highest  number  of  votes  cast  at  such  election 
shall  be  the  county  seat  of  the  county  of  Missaukee. 

Sf:c.  5.  It  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  boaids  of  townshiit  in- 
.«;pectors  in  each  of  the  towiishijis  of  the  said  county,  to  ((induct  the 
elections  authorized  by  the  jtrovisions  of  this  act,  and  to  nuike  returns 
thereof  in  accordance  with  tlie  general  j)rovisions  of  law  for  conducting 
general  elections  in  this  >>tate,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable 
thereto. 

Sec.  0.  The  board  of  county  canvassers  for  the  special  election  for 
locating  the  county  seat  sluill  consist  of  the  i)ersons  ajipointed  on  the 
day  of  such  special  election  by  the  several  boards  of  townshi])  iiisjiectors, 
and  said  board  of  county  canvassei-s  shall  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday 
succeeding  the  day  of  said  special  election,  at  the  house  of  Dan  id 
Keeder,  or  at  such,  other  place  as  maj'  be  agreed  ui)on  ami  provided  by 
said  board,  and  liaving  appointed  one  of  their  number  chairman,  and  the 
county  clerk  of  said  county  acting  as  secretary,  shall  ])roceed  to  can- 
vass the  votes  and  determine  the  location  of  the  county  seat,  in  accord- 
ance therewith;  and  it  shall  Ix^  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  said  board  to 
file  a  co])v  of  the  determinati(Ui  of  said  board  as  to  the  location  of  tlie 
county  seat,  signed  and  certified  by  him.  and  countersigiu'd  by  the 
chairman,  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and  with  the  township  clerks  of 
the  several  townsliips  in  said  county. 

Sec.  7.  The  i>lace  to  transact  the  business  for  said  county  of  Mis- 
saukee, until  the  county  seat  has  been  located  as  provided  for  in  sec- 
tion four  of  this  act,  shall  be  at  or  near  the  house  of  Perley  Palmer  & 
Co.,  on  section  ',V2,  townshij)  1*1'  iioi'th,  of  range  (I  west,  in  the  county  of 
Missaukee. 

Sec.  S.  The  said  county  of  Missaukee,  when  so  organized,  sliall  be 
in  ♦he  l.'ith  judicial  circuit. 

ApjU'oved  >[ai'cli  11.  1S71. 


MONKOE    COUNTY. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

WiiKUKAs,  It  is  considered  that  the  imblic  good  will  be  promoted  by  the 
erection  of  a  new  county  in  the  said  Territory:  Tlicrrfoir,  I  do,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested,  constitute  the  whole  of  that 
|»orli(Ui  of  said  Territory  of  Michigan  which  is  included  within  the  lines 
and  limits  following,  that  is  to  say:  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Huron  of  Lake  Mrie.  within  said  Teriitory;  thence  up  the  .^aid  river,  in 
the  middle  thereof,  until  its  intersection  with  the  line  between  tlu' third 
and  four!  Ii  t  iei'  <»f  tow  nsliips  south  of  the  "base  line,"  so-called ;  thence  (bie 
west  with  the  said  line,  iintil  it  shall  intei.sect  the  i>r«'sent  Indian  bound- 
ary line,  namely,  to  the  western  line  of  the  first  range;  thence  with  said 
line  due  south  to  the  southern  boundary  of  said  Territory;  thence  along 
the  southern  boundary  thereof,  easterly  to  the  southeast  corner  thereof; 
thence  northerly  along  the  eastern  boundaiy  of  said  Territ(My  to  a  point 
due  east  fi'om  the  jdacc  of  b(';;iiniing;  thence  to  the  place  of  beginning; 
to  l»e  and  icmain  henceforward  a  scpaiate  county,  lo  be  called  the  county 
of  .Monroe. 
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And  I  do  further  ordain,  b}^  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me 
vested  as  aforesaid,  that  until  circumstances  shall  enable  the  Governor 
of  the  said  Territory  to  establish  the  permanent  seat  of  justice  of  the 
said  county,  the  courts  thereof  shall  be  held  at  such  place  not  exceeding 
two  miles  from  the  house  in  which  Francois  Lascelles  resides,  as  a  ma- 
jority of  the  judges  of  the  county  court  of  said  county  of  Monroe  shall 
designate.  And  I  do  further  constitute  the  said  county  of  Monroe  a  dis- 
trict, agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  and  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  adjust  the  estates  and  affairs  of  deceased  persons, 
testate  and  intestate,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  said  Territory,  at  Detroit, 
this  fourteenth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
teen ;  and  in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

By  the  Governor: 

William  Woodbridge,  Secretary  of  Michigan. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

The  county  of  Monroe,  established  by  an  executive  act  of  July  14,  1817, 
shall  be  bounded  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  where  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county  of 
Wayne  intersects  the  same,  thence  with  the  said  southern  boundary,  west 
to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Huron,  of  Lake  Erie;  thence  with  the  said 
boundary,  keeping  the  middle  of  said  river,  to  the  line  between  the  town- 
ships numbered  four  and  five,  south  of  the  base  line;  thence  west,  to  the 
line  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ranges,  east  of  the  principal 
meridian;  thence  south,  to  the  line  between  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan and  the  State  of  Ohio,  thence  with  the  said  line,  to  the 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  province  of  Upper  Canada; 
thence  with  the  said  boundary  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  county  of  Lenaice  shall  be  attached  to  and  compose  a  part  of  the 
county  of  Monroe.  And  all  the  country  within  this  territory,  to  which  the 
Indian  title  was  extinguished  by  the  treaty  of  Chicago,  shall  be  attached 
to,  and  compose  a  part  of,  the  county  of  Monroe. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent, 
and  the  great  seal  of  the  said  Territory  to  be  affixed.  Given  under  my 
hand  at  Detroit,  this  tenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States,  the  forty-seventh. 

LEW.  CASS. 

By  the  Governor: 

,  Secretary  of  Michigan  Territory. 

The  township  of  Monroe  was  organized  and  became  the  county-seat  of 
Monroe  county  September,  1817.  Began  to  be  settled  by  Frenchmen  as 
earlv  as  1776. 


IN" 


MEMORY   OF 

Hon.    WAKISTER  WING, 

BORN  IN  MARIETTA,  WASHINGTON  CO.,  OHIO, 

September  19,  1805. 
AND    DIED    IlSr    MONROE. 

FRIDAY  JVIARCH,  lO,  1876. 
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THE     LATE     JUD(;E     WARNER       WING. 
From  the  Detroit  Post,  March  14,  1876. 

At  the  opening  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  yesterday  morning, 
Judge  Emmons  presiding,  District  Attorney  Maynard  announced  the 
death  at  Monroe  of  ex-Judge  Warner  Wing,  in  the  following  language: 

May  it  Please  the  Court, — Jt  is  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  the 
court  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Warner  Wing,  whose  decease  occurred  at 
Monroe,  on  Friday  last.  Judge  Wing  for  many  years  was  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  was  distinguished  for  his  learn- 
ing and  ability,  and  was  universally  loved  for  his  urbanity  and  fine  social 
qualities.  His  purity  and  uprightness  as  a  man  both  in  his  private  and 
official  relations  were  never  called  in  question.  But  he  possessed  in  an 
eminent  degree  the  confidence  of  all  having  business  relations  with  him. 
As  a  jurist  he  was  especialh^  distinguished  for  his  love  of  justice  and  for 
his  strong,  practical  common  sense.  Michigan  can  boast  of  no  abler  or 
more  worthy  citizen,  or  one  whose  loss  will  be  more  universally  deplored. 
I  knew  him  very  intimately  during  the  past  twenty  years,  and  for  no 
one  did  I  entertain  a  more  profound  respect  and  friendship  than  for  Judge 
Wing.  I  most  sincerel}^  deplore  his  death,  and  move  the  court  in  respect 
to  his  memory,  that  it  now  adjourn. 

Judge  Emmons  said  that  he  warmly  sympathized  with  everything 
which  had  been  said  by  his  brother  Maynard  on  moving  the  adjournment 
of  the  court  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Judge  Wing.  He  could 
add  nothing  in  addition  to  the  high  terms  of  commendation  in  which  he 
had  been  so  truthfully  and  kindly  mentioned  by  his  brother,  but  having 
been  long  and  intimately  associated  with  Judge  Wing,  at  the  bar,  as 
associate  counsel  for  the  same  corporations  for  many  years,  he  had  per- 
haps as  full  an  opportunity  as  any  of  those  who  had  survived  him  to  know 
intimately  and  well  his  attainments  as  a  lawyer,  his  character  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen,  and  his  fidelity  as  a  friend.  In  all  these  relations  he  was 
not  an  ordinary  man,  but  eminent  in  each.  Judge  Emmons  could  say, 
from  personal  observation,  that  his  real  character  fully  sustained  his 
high  reputation.  His  long  and  successful  career  upon  the  bench  of  the 
Supreme  Court  is  fully  evinced  by  the  many  able  and  careful  judgments 
found  in  our  State  reports.  No  member  of  the  bar  was  more  frequently 
before  Judge  Wing  at  circuit  than  himself,  and  it  affords  him  great 
pleasure  to  say  that  in  some  seventeen  years  of  practice,  of  a  difficult  and 
trying  character,  not  one  unkind  nor  in  the  slightest  degree  unpleasant 
word  had  fallen  from  that  estimable  and  finely  tempered  judge.  This 
would  be  no  praise  to  either  man  or  judge  if  it  were  not  accompanied  by 
the  equally  truthful  remark  that  no  man  ever  occupied  the  bench  with 
more  firmness  or  decision  than  our  lamented  brother  Wing.  In  the  many 
difficult  matters  in  which  they  had  been  engaged  as  associate  counsel, 
Judge  Emmons  said  he  never  felt  at  liberty  to  deliver  to  clients  the  most 
carefully  prepared  opinions  until  he  had  submitted  them  to  the  criticism 
and  revision  of  his  associate.  It  seldom  failed  that  they  received  most 
useful  erasures  or  additions.  Judge  Wing's  fidelity  to  his  professional 
trusts  was  quite  exceptional.  His  *inxiety  for  the  interests  he  represent^ed 
was  such  as  to  produce  a  great  degree  of  personal  unhappiness,  when- 
ever in  those  accidents  which  sometimes  befall  us  all,  he  could  not  come 
up  to  the  high  mark  he  always  set  for  himself.  The  younger  men  who 
knew  Judge  Wing  only  by  the  little  in  modern  times  which  he  has  said 
at  the  bar,  know  nothing  of  his  real  strength  and  professional  attain- 
36 
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ments.  His  power  of  thought,  his  accuracy  of  analysis,  and  the  ability  to 
judge  lightly  of  legal  propositions,  was  far  in  excess  of  his  power  of  oral 
demonstration.  He  wrote  far  better  than  he  spoke,  and  it  is  those  only 
who  read  his  judgments  or  knew  him  intimately,  and  had  been  associated 
with  him  as  counsel,  who  can  bear  proper  testimony  to  his  real  strength 
as  a  lawyer.  That  he  was  a  strong  lawyer  as  well  as  a  good  man  and 
citizen  few  could  speak  with  more  authority  than  himself,  and  it  afforded 
tim  the  highest  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  in  that  regard.  He  granted 
the  motion  to  adjourn  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

Later  in  the  day  a  meeting  of  the  Detroit  Bar  was  held  in  the  United 
States  Court-room.  Judge  Douglass  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  spoke 
in  eulogy  of  the  deceased.  Remarks  of  a  similar  character  were  made  by 
ex-Gov.  Robert  McClelland,  Judge  Emmons,  Theodore  Romeyn,  and  D.  B. 
Duflield. 

On  motion  Robert  McClelland,  Judge  Emmons,  C.  I.  Walker,  D,  B. 
Duftield  and  Wm.*  A.  Moore  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare 
suitable  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  bar  in  view  of  the 
sad  event. 

A   SKETCH   OF  JUDGE   WING. 

The  following  are  the  remarks  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Putnam  at  the 
funeral  of  Judge  Wing,  of  Monroe: 

Judge  Warner  Wing,  whose  memory  we  honor  today,  was  born  in 
Marietta,  Ohio,  KSeptember  10,  1805.  His  father's  name  was  Enoch  Wing, 
and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Mary  Oliver,  On  his  father's  side  he 
was  descended  from  one  of  the  old  New  England  families.  His  father's 
grandfather,  John  Wing,  was  one  of  two  brothers  of  Welsh  extraction, 
who  came  from  England  at  a  very  early  day,  and  with  their  families  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  New  England.  Judge  Wing's  grandfather,  also 
nami'd  John,  settled  in  Conway,  Mass.,  where  he  had  seven  sons,  the  names 
of  some  of  whom  were  Peter,  Nathan,  Isaiah,  f]li  and  Enoch — "good  old 
bible  and  Puritan  names,"  as  Mr.  Wing  noted  on  a  scrap  of  paper  which 
he  has  left.  His  father,  Enoch  Wing,  removed  with  his  family  to  Marietta, 
Ohio,  in  179G,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  and  other  ]>ursuits  till  1812, 
when  he  removed  to  Ontario  county,  N.  Y,,  were  he  died  in  1840,  leaving  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  two  of  whom  only  remain,  the 
sister,  Mrs.  Eliza  Wing  N()l)le,  Avidow  of  the  late  Charles  Noble,  of  Detroit, 
being  j)resent  with  us  today,  and  brotlier,  the  Kev.  Conway  P.  Wing,  I).  D., 
of  Carlisle,  l*a.,  who.se  health  does  not  permit  him  to  be  here. 

In  1817,  at  the  age  of  12  years,  Judge  Wing  came  to  Detroit,  and  some 
years  afterward,  about  the  year  1828,  as  near  as  we  can  ascertain,  re- 
moved to  Monroe,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  attended  a  law  school 
at  Northampton.  Mass.,  for  a  time,  and  also  studied  in  the  ollice  of  Judge 
Wm.  \\'o()(ihri(lge,  of  Detroit.  As  early  as  ]S.*{:{  lie  was  j»racl icing  law  in 
jiartnership  with  the  Hon.  David  A.  Noble,  in  Monroe.  He  was  elected 
to  the  Slate  Senate,  and  served  in  1838  and  18liU,  where  he  is  spoken  of 
by  one  of  his  life-long  associates  as  "one  of  the  foremost  of  the  Legis- 
lature." 

In  1840  he  entered  into  parinerslii|i  with  ex  (Jov.  Robert  McClelland, 
with  whom  he  practiced  until  he  went  u|)on  the  bench  of  the  Circuit 
Coui-t,  in  1S|.~),  the  judges  of  the  Circuit  Coui-t  const  it  ntiug  llTe  Snju'eme 
Court  f>f  the  Sljite.  as  then  oi'ganize«l.  In  18r»l  he  was  electi'd  Chief 
Justice,  which  p(tsition  he  held  until  IS.'C,  when  he  resigned,  since  which 
time  he  has  acted  as  general  counsel  f(»r  Ihe  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Sontliern   liailroad. 
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One  of  the  most  notable  cases  that  came  before  Judge  Wing,  judicially^ 
was  the  trial  of  the  long,  intricate  and  exciting  case,  generally  known  as 
the  "conspiracy  case"  (for  the  burning  of  the  Michigan  Central  railroad 
depot,  in  Detroit).  Speaking  of  this  case,  ex-Gov.  McClelland  says,  ''the 
patience  (and  he  was  naturally  excitable)  and  learning,  skill  and  courtesy 
displayed  by  him  on  the  trial,  and  his  charge  to  the  jury,  were  commended 
by  all;"  and  Gov.  McClelland  adds,  ''he  was  certainly  one  of  the  best  and 
most  upright  judges  that  ever  sat  upon  the  bench." 

Judge  Wing  was  married  in  1831,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warriner,  to  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Anderson,  daughter  of  Col.  Anderson,  one  of  Monroe's  best 
known  and  honored  citizens.  There  have  been  born  in  this  family  ten 
children,  of  whom  five  daughters  and  one  son  survive  both  father  and 
mother,  Mrs.  Wing  having  died  in  December,  1854. 

Of  Judge  Wing's  character  and  religious  views  I  could  speak  at  some 
length,  if  this  were  needful  or  best.  With  him  there  was  a  most  peculiar 
and  delicate  reserve  on  all  those  subjects  which  pertain  to  a  man's  inner 
life  and  thought;  as  he  said  to  me  during  the  last  extended  conversation 

I  had  with  him  early  in  the  winter,  "There  are  some  things  a  man  can 
tell  only  to  his  God."  And  this  was  the  key  to  his  character.  One  might 
not  open  his  heart  and  walk  in  unbidden.  Judge  Wing  did  not  "carry  his 
heart  upon  his  sleeve;"  but  one  might  not  infer  from  this  that  he  had  no 
heart — rather  he  had  a  most  tender  and  sympathetic  heart.  I  shall  never 
forget  when  I  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  him  last  summer  and  fall,  when 
he  was  still  about  the  house  and  yard,  how  I  wanted  to,  but  did  not  feel 
that  I  might,  speak  of  his  own  condition  as  connected  with  religious  sub- 
jects; and  how,  one  day,  as  I  entered,  he  asked  me,  with  the  deepest  feel- 
ing and  emotion,  to  pray  with  him,  and  how,  after  that,  he  repeated  the 
same  request  upon  every  visit  till  failing  strength  forbid.  He  was  very 
tenacious  of  life,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  gave  up  the  hope  of  re- 
covery, but  certainly,  for  many  months,  he  had  thought  of  the  possibility 
and  realized  the  probability  of  his  near  decease. 

Judge  Wing  united  with  this  church  upon  profession  of  his  faith  in 
1843.  Since  the  revival  two  winters  ago  he  has  seemed  much  more 
mellow  on  religious  subjects  than  formerly,  and  during  these  two  years, 
till  his  sickness  last  summer,  his  place  at  the  church  prayer-meetings  was 
very  rarely  vacant,  and  his  voice,  whether  in  prayer  or  exhortation,  al- 
ways touched  every  heart,  because,  as  he  so  often  put  it,  and  wanted  to 
have  it,  "it  came  from  the  heart." 

MONROE— FUNERAL  OF  THE  LATE  JUDGE  WING. 

Monroe,  March  14,  1876. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Hon.  Warner  Wing  took  place  this  morning  at 

II  o'clock,  and  was  very  largely  attended,  all  the  oflficers  and  members  of 
the  bar  of  this  county,  as  well  as  many  members  of  the  bar  of  Lenawee, 
Hillsdale,  and  Washtenaw  counties  being  present,  also  many  members  of 
the  bar  from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  Toledo.  During  the  hours  of  the 
funeral,  by  request  of  the  bar,  business  was  entirely  suspended,  and  the 
city  presented  an  appearance  of  mourning.  The  funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  Judge  Wing  was  a  member,  the 
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ceremonies  being  coudiu-ted  by  Drs.  Mattoon,  I'utnani,  and  Boyd.  After 
the  funtM-nl  the  visitinji-  nu'iubci-s  of  tlie  bar  from  dillerent  cities  were 
entertained  at  Strong; \s  Hotel  by  tlie  bar  of  Monroe  county. 

MONTCALM    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legishitirc  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Miehiyan: 

Sec.  7.  That  the  country  incbidt'd  within  tlic  followin;^-  limits,  to  wit: 
west  of  tlie  line  between  ranges  4  and  5;  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  8 
and  U  west;  south  of  the  line  between  townshi})s  12  and  i:i,  and  north  of 
the  line  between  townships  S  and  D  north,  containing  IG  townships,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  set  otf  into  a  separate  county,  by  the  name  of  Mont- 
calm. 

Approved  March  1',  IH'M. 

Sec.  1.  lie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoiii^e  of  Representatlre^'i  of  the 
State  of  Michiyan,  That  the  county  of  Montcalm  shall  be  organized,  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  jjrivileges  to  which 
by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  organized  counties  of  this  State  are 
entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  any  court  of  record  in  Ionia  county,  or  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  in  said  county,  or  that  shall  be  jteuding  at  the  time  of  the  taking 
effect  of  this  act,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution; 
and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due,  shall  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  the  coimty  of  Montcalm  had  not  been  organized. 

Sec.  .3.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Montcahu,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  Aj)ril  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty, 
all  the  several  county  ollicers  to  which  by  law  the  said  county  is  entitled; 
and  said  election  shall  in  all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law  for  holding  elections  for  county  and  State  ollicers: 
Provided,  That  until  such  county  officers  are  elected  and  (jualitied,  the 
proper  r-ounty  officers  of  the  county  of  Ionia  shall  perform  all  the  duties 
appertaining  to  said  county  of  ^lontcalm,  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
this  act  had  not  been  passed:  And  yroridcd  further.  That  the  county 
otiiccrs  so  to  be  elected,  shall  be  (lualitied  and  enter  u]»on  the  duties  of 
their  respective  oflices  (tn  or  before  the  tifteentli  day  of  Ajtril,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  lifty. 

Sec.  4.  The  board  of  canvassers  in  said  county,  under  tliis  act,  shall 
consist  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  elections  from  each  township 
therein,  and  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  county-seat  of  said  county 
at  the  time  appointed  l)y  law  for  the  county  canvass,  and  immediately' 
after  the  eleciion  autlioiizcd  in  the  third  section  of  this  act,  and  organize 
Ity  ap|iointing  (»ne  of  tlieii-  number  chaiiinan  and  another  secretar.v  of 
said  board,  and  shall  thereupon  jtroceed  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a 
board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  elections  for  county 
and  State  oHicers. 

Sk<'.  5.  Tlial  I  lie  connly  of  .M<»nl(  aim.  w  lien  so  org;inized.  ;intl  the 
I'ounty  of  fonia,  shall  constilute  one  representative  dislrict,  and  the  elec- 
tion I'etnrns  of  said  district  shall  be  made  to  the  county  seat  of  the  county 
of  loniii. 

Sec.  (1.  The  cir(  nil  conri  for  ihc  <-onnly  nf  loiiiii  shiill  Iiiinc  Ilic  same 
jurisdiction  f)ver  said  county  of  Montcalm,  that  it  would  hiive,  liiid  this 
act  not  passed,  nnlil  othei-wise  proviib-d  by  law. 
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Sec.  7.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  said  county  of  Mont- 
calm to  provide  some  suitable  place  for  holding  courts  in  said  county  at 
the  county-seat  thereof,  until  public  buildings  shall  be  erected. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  county-seat  of  the  said  county  of  Montcalm  shall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  fixed  and  established  on  the  northeast  quarter  of 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  sixteen^  in  township  number  nine  north 
of  range  number  eight  west,  until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty,  and  until  the  same  shall  be  permanently  located  as  hereinafter 
provided;  and  the  supervisors  elected  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty  in  said  count}',  shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty, 
permanently  to  locate  the  county-seat  of  said  county:  Provided,  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  shall  not  be  taxed  for  the  erection  of  county 
buildings  until  the  permanent  location  of  the  county-seat  is  made,  as  pro- 
vided in  section  eight  of  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  March  20,  1850. 

Sec.  8.     Amended  in  1859. 

Stanton,  the  county-seat  of  Montcalm  county,  became  an  incorporated 
village  in  1869. 

MONTMOKENCY    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Section  12.  The  name  of  the  county  of  Cheonoquet,  as  now  organized 
by  law,  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Montmorency. 

Approved  March  8,  1848. 

Now  attached  to  Alpena. 


MUSKEGON  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  townships 
numbered  9,  10,  11,  and  12  north,  of  ranges  numbered  15,  16,  17  and  the 
fractional  townships  lying  west  thereof  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  township 
10  north  of  range  13,  and  townships  9  and  10  north,  of  range  14,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  organized  into  the  county  of  Muskegon. 

Sec.  2.  The  countj^-seat  of  said  country  shall  be  and  is  hereby  located 
at  the  village  of  Muskegon,  upon  such  grounds  as  shall  be  donated  to  the 
county  for  that  purpose,  such  location  to  include  at  least  one  acre  of  land, 
and  Thomas  J.  Rand,  George  A.  Kilboum,  and  Joseph  D.  Davis,  of  said 
county,  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  select  such  location. 

Sec.  3.  At  the  State  election  to  be  held  in  November,  1860,  the  electors 
of  said  county  may  elect  one  Representative  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  this  State. 

Sec.  4.  At  the  annual  township  election  to  be  held  in  April  next,  the 
proper  county  officers  for  said  county  shall  be  elected,  whose  terms  of 
office  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1861,  and  when  their  sue- 
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cessors  are  elected  and  qualified;  said  oflScers  so  elected,  on  or  before  the 
first  of  June  next,  shall  lake  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  otlice  proscribed 
to  be  taken  by  county  olliccrs  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  State, 
and  shall  have  and  ]>ossess  all  the  powers,  and  discharge  the  duties  con- 
ferred upon  or  required  of  county  officers  in  this  lr>tate,  and  shall  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  such  duties  on  the  first  day  of  June,  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  The  supervisors  now  in  office  in  and  for  the  towns  of  Muskegon, 
Norton,  Cazenovia,  White  River  and  Ravenna  are  hereby  constituted  a 
board  of  convassers  for  said  county  for  the  first  election  of  county  officers 
of  said  county,  and  re(]uii'ed  to  meet  at  the  village  of  Muskegon  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  April  next,  to  canvass  the  votes  cast  in  the  townshijis 
of  said  county  of  Muskegon  for  county  otficers,  to  which  board  the  proper 
township  officers  are  required  to  make  returns  of  such  votes  on  or  before 
the  day  of  meeting  of  said  board,  as  provided  in  this  section;  and  said 
board  is  also  authorized,  and  it  is  hereby  made  their  duty  to  approve  the 
proper  bonds  of  the  county  officers. 

Six-.  ().  Said  county  is  hereby  created  and  declared  a  body  corporate 
an<l  politic,  with  all  the  ])owers  and  duties  conferred  upon  or  reijuired  of 
organized  counties  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  State. 

Sec.  7.  The  county  register  of  said  county  shall  make  transcripts  of  all 
records  in  other  counties,  necessary  to  be  and  appear  upon  fhe  records  of 
the  said  county  of  Muskegon. 

Sec.  8.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  contravening  the  provisions  of  this 
act  are  hereby  declared  inoperative  and  void  within  the  county  of 
Muskegon  hereby  organized. 

A[ipi-oved  February  4.  18.")0. 

Muskegon — An  Indian  name  signifying  ^'marshy  river"  or  "wet 
prairie." 

The  county-seat  of  this  county  is  at  Muskegon. 

THE     CENTENNIAI>     HISTORY     OF     MUSKEGON. 
BY   HENky   H.    HOLT. 

The  history  of  Muskegon,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  any  items 
in  regard  to  it.  has  its  origin  in  1812.  when  John  Baptiste  Recollect  began 
to  occupy  a  trading  i)Ost,  which  was  situated  about  twenty  rods  west  of 
the  Riiddiman  Flouring  Mill  at  the  nu)uth  of  Bear  lake.  This  was  the  first 
trading  post  on  Muskegon  lake,  and  was  occupied  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  remains  of  the  chimney  still  being  visible  as  late  as  183(>.  In  the 
spring  of  1812  it  became  necessary  for  Recollect  to  go  to  the  military 
station  at  the  mouth  (►f  St.  .losejih  river,  and  he  made  the  trip  in  one  day. 
having  swam  the  Grand  and  Kalania/.oo  rivers,  and  forded  the  other 
streams. 

Mr.  Constant,  tin?  father  of  Mrs.  William  Lasley,  built  the  next  trading 
post,  near  the  A.  M.  Allen  &  Co.  mill,  which  he  occupied  in  the  winter  for 
about  thirty  years.  The  next  was  built  in  1830  by  Joseph  Daily,  near 
the  Rog<'rs  foundry,  and  was  occupi<'d  by  him  tintil  1s:M,  when  he  sold  it 
to  Louis  r».  I>addeau. 

(leorge  Canipau  also  built  a  tra<ling  |»osl  in  is:',:{.  near  the  jireseut  site 
of  the  White,  Swan  tV:  Smith  mill,  and  occupied  it  until  is:{."». 

The  territorv  emhiaced  within  the  limits  of  the  jtreseut  townships  of 
Norton,  Fruitport,  Ravenna,  Chester,  Moorland,  Cazen«)via,  Kggleston, 
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Muskegon,  Laketon^  Lakeside,  and  the  city  of  Muskegon,  was  organized  by 
a  provision  of  section  11  of  an  act  of  the  State  Legislature,  approved 
December  30;,  1837,  into  one  township,  and  called  Maskego,  The  act  was 
passed  at  the  first  session  after  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union. 
This  section  was  repealed  in  1838,  and  the  same  territory  was  organized 
as  the  township  of  Muskegon,  and  the  first  town  meeting  was  appointed 
to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Newell  &  Wilcox.  At  this  time,  and  for  several 
years  after,  there  was  quite  a  diversity  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  correct 
spelling  of  the  name,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  various  acts  of 
subsequent  legislatures.  In  1841  an  act  was  passed,  by  the  provisions 
of  which  the  unorganized  county  of  Oceana  was  attached  to  the  township 
of  Maskegon  tor  judicial  purposes,  and  in  1845  certain  territory  was  de- 
tached from  the  township  of  Muskego  and  organized  into  the  township 
of  Norton.  This  confusion  in  regard  to  the  name  ended  at  the  establish- 
ment of  Muskegon  postofiice  in  1848. 

The  first  township  meeting  was  held  in  1838,  when  township  officers 
were  elected,  among  whom  was  Henry  Penoyer,  supervisor.  But  little 
was  done  in  the  way  of  township  business  for  several  years,  often  no 
taxes  being  assessed.  Township  meetings  were  often  omitted  entirely, 
the  old  officers  holding  over. 

George  Ruddiman  held  the  office  of  supervisor  several  years  during  this 
time.  In  1847  Geo.  W.  Walton  was  elected  supervisor,  and  the  township 
having  increased  somewhat  in  population,  taxes  were  assessed  and  busi- 
ness regularly  transacted  after  that  time.  The  old  township  records  were 
destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  August  1st,  1874. 

The  land  in  this  part  of  Michigan  was  brought  into  market  in  1839. 
The  first  attempt  that  was  made  to  claim  and  hold  any  of  the  land  now 
embraced  in  the  city  limits  was  made  by  a  Mr.  Taylor  in  December,  1836, 
who  built  a  shanty  on  lot  one  of  section  nineteen,  near  where  the  Wash- 
ington House  now  stands.  He  retained  possession  for  a  few  months  and 
then  sold  his  claim  to  Horace  Wilcox,  who  afterwards  entered  the  land. 
Theodore  Newell  soon  became  the  owner,  who  platted  a  portion  of  it  in 
1849,  which  was  the  first  plat  of  Muskegon.  This  plat  embraces  that  part 
of  the  city  lying  east  and  north  of  a  line  running  from  the  Chapin  &  Foss 
mill  to  the  old  cemetery,  and  thence  east  along  the  north  line  of  Mills  & 
Furlong's  addition  to  H.  D.  Baker's  residence. 

Another  tract  of  land  that  has  since  become  very  valuable  is  lot  two, 
section  thirty,  which  was  entered  May  2,  1853,  by  Elias  and  Isaac  D. 
Merrill,  and  Josiah  P.  Dana.  This  land  is  that  part  of  the  city  lying 
south  of  a  line  running  from  the  old  cemetery  to  the  Bigelow  Bros.'  mill, 
and  between  Mills  &  Furlong's  addition  and  Muskegon  lake.  On  this 
property  at  the  present  time  are  several  of  the  most  valuable  mills  in 
Muskegon.  There  were  no  frame  buildings  in  Muskegon  until  1837,  when 
Theodore  Newell  and  Erastus  Wilcox  erected  a  boarding  house,  which 
stood  near  the  C.  Davis  &  Co.  boarding  house. 

Horace  Wilcox  put  up  a  small  dwelling  the  same  year  near  where  the 
Hofstra  house  now  stands.  The  first  village  plat  was  made  in  1849,  but 
nothing  of  any  account  was  done  for  several  years  towards  opening  the 
streets,  and  the  hill  was  so  steep  where  Western  avenue  and  Pine  street 
now  are  that  a  man  could  not  ride  up  on  horseback.  Village  lots  must 
have  been  at  a  discount,  from  the  fact  that  two  lots  on  which  the  Hofstra 
house  now  stands,  were  once  sold  for  forty-five  dollars.  Nothing  was 
done  towards  opening  the  roads  leading  into  the  surrounding  country 
until  1846.     At  this  time  Mr.  Ryerson  cut  out  the  road  to  Ravenna,  to 
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connect  witli  the  road  fioiii  iliai  place  to  Grand  Kapids,  which  liad  al- 
ready liccn  cut  out  and  was  in  a  coiiditidn  to  bo  traveled.  Ravenna  t(»wn- 
ship  wa.s  detached  from  Mu.skej^ou  and  or<ianized  in  LS41). 

SAW-MILLS. 

The  liuildinji of  the  tirsi  saw-mill  on  .Muskegon  lake  was  commenced  in 
Jamiarv,  \S'M.  by  lienj.  II.  NNheehtck,  the  aj^cnt  of  the  .Muskegon  Steam 
Mill  Comjtany,  most  of  the  stockholders  of  wliicli  resided  at  Detroit  and 
Ann  Arbor.  The  mill  was  built  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  White, 
Swan  &  Smith  mill,  upon  which  land  Mr.  Wheelock  about  that  time  had 
made  a  i)reemption  claim.  It  was  a  steam  mill,  and  was  a  larjie  one  for 
that  time,  havinj,'  two  ujiri^ht  saws.  Before  it  was  completed  the  panic 
of  ls:{T  occuMcd.  and  money  becoming;  scarce,  it  was  not  ready  for  opera- 
tion until  ls;{S.  when  the  first  lumber  was  sawed;  that  beinj^  also  the 
first  sawed  on  Muskef,'on  lake.  The  adventure  proved  to  be  an  unprotit- 
able  one  for  the  company,  and  the  next  year  after  the  mill  was  started  the 
proj)erty  went  into  the  hands  of  .lohn  Lloyd,  of  (Irand  Kajjids,  and  John 
P.  Place,  of  Ionia,  who  owned  and  run  the  mill  until  1S41,  when  it  burned, 
and  the  machinery  was  taken  to  (Jrand  Kapids. 

In  Auj^ust.  ls:'5T.  Jonatlian  II.  Ford,  the  a^cnt  of  the  Hullalo  and  Black 
Kock  (Jomi)any,  be^an  biiildinj;  a  watei-  mill  at  the  mouth  of  Beai-  lake, 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Kuddiman  tlourinji-mill.  It  was  com- 
pleted the  next  year,  and  the  first  carjjo  of  lumber  made  at  this  mill  was 
hauled  to  the  mouth  of  ;Muske<;on  lake  in  February,  ISIiO.  and  jiut  on 
board  of  the  Victor,  Caiitain  .lackson,  a  vessel  tliat  would  carry  about 
4(I.(MI0  feet.  The  vessel  started  for  Chicago,  but  soon  after  j^ot  into  a 
drift  of  ice,  and  it  was  ten  days  before  she  reached  her  destination,  those 
on  board  haviii^^  suffered  severely  from  cold  and  hun<;er  in  that  time. 
Hiram  .ludson  »S:  Co.  bouj;ht  the  mill  in  1840.  and  made  vevy  extensive 
repairs  and  improvements  upon  it,  among  which  was  the  puttinp;  in  of  a 
new  water-wheel,  which  was  done  by  Georjje  Ruddiman.  The  mill  was 
valued  at  ^1*(I,(HM»,  and  was  the  best  one  on  the  lake  for  several  years;  it 
was  burned  in  is.");*,,  and  was  never  rebuilt. 

Theodore  Newell  began  to  build  a  mill  in  the  spring  of  1S:JS.  and 
finished  it  in  1S.'{!>,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Ryerson.  Hills  &  Co., 
mill;  this  was  a  small  mill,  with  one  upriglit  saw,  costing  altogether 
about  ^4,000,  and  would  saw  about  G,0()()  feet  of  lumber  in  twenty-four 
hours.  The  engine  was  eight  inch  bore  and  twenty-six  inch  stroke;  the 
boiler  was  sixteen  feet  long  and  thirty-six  inches  in  diameter,  with  one 
thirteen  inch  flue;  the  <'ngine  not  having  sunicient  jiowei-  to  saw  a  log  and 
liaul  up  another  at  the  same  time.  The  liist  lumber  was  shipp<'«l  from 
this  mill  in  the  autumn  of  Is;',!).  In  Seplemlx-r.  1X4.').  Martin  Ryerson  and 
J.  II.  Knickerbocker  bought  the  mill  of  Mr.  Newell,  and  in  the  winter 
following  removed  the  old  mill  and  built  a  new  one  on  the  site,  and  had 
it  ready  to  run  within  Ihice  months  from  the  time  of  commencing  opera- 
tions. In  1S47  Mr.  Knickerbocker  sold  his  interest  in  the  mill  to  R(d)t. 
W.  Moi-ris,  wim  continued  a  partner  of  .Mr.  Ryei'son  until  the  time  of  the 
sale  of  his  interest  in  \SVt~t  to  the  ])resent  firm  of  Ryeison.  Hills  &  Co. 
The  latter'  firm  has  made  vei-y  extensive  repairs  and  imi»i(t\'ements.  until 
but  litlie  of  the  (dd  mill  remains,  excepting  the  foundations. 

.btseph  Stronach  built  a  small  water  mill  in  1S4L*,  near  the  site  of  the 
Mcdraft  tK:  .Montgomery  mill,  and  iiin  it  until  1S44.  when  he  s<dd  it  to 
George  and  .I(din  Ruddiman.  The  latter  afteiwards  put  in  a  small 
engine  and  used  water  jind  sieani  power  at   the  same  lime.     This  (htuble 
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power  not  proving  sufiBcient  for  hauling  up  logs  at  the  same  time  the 
saw  was  in  operation,  animal  power  was  also  produced  and  applied  to 
mechanical  purposes,  an  ancient  white  bull  being  used  to  haul  up  the 
logs;  hence  the  origin  of  the  name  of  the  bull-wheel  in  a  saw-mill. 

One  evening  in  the  autumn  of  1848,  after  a  heavy  rain,  George  Ruddi- 
man  heard  the  water  escaping  through  the  dam,  and  on  repairing  to  the 
house  after  examining  it,  he  told  the  men  that  in  the  morning  they  must 
cut  some  brush  and  stop  the  leak.  About  two  hours  afterwards  he 
visited  the  dam  again,  finding  that  the  break  had  increased,  and  then 
said  that  it  would  necessary  to  haul  some  sand  in  order  to  repair  the 
break.  On  going  out  in  the  morning  to  begin  work,  there  was  nothing 
to  be  seen  of  the  mill,  the  log  slide,  or  the  dam;  even  the  engine  and 
machinery  had  been  carried  out  into  Muskegon  lake.  The  next  winter 
a  portion  of  the  present  steam  saw  mill  was  built  by  George  Ruddiman, 
on  the  site  of  the  present  mill;  this  has  since  been  considerably  enlarged 
and  improved. 

In  1847  S.  J.  Green  built  a  water  mill  at  the  mouth  of  Green  creek, 
on  the  north  side  of  Muskegon  lake.  It  was  run  for  several  years,  but 
with  rather  indifferent  success;  at  length  it  got  out  of  repair  and  finally 
went  into  decay,  and  has  never  been  rebuilt. 

The  mill  now  known  as  the  Chapin  &  Foss  mill  was  commenced  in 
1848  by  Wm.  Lasley  and  G.  T.  Woodbury,  the  latter  having  a  quarter 
interest,  and  completed  and  started  in  the  spring  of  1849,  Marshall  W. 
Lloyd  sawing  the  first  lumber  that  was  made  in  the  mill,  he  being  em- 
ployed there  at  the  time.  Mr.  Lasley  sold  the  mill  in  1852  to  Chapin, 
^larsh  &  Foss,  Mr.  Marsh  afterwards  disposing  of  his  interest  to  his 
partners. 

In  1849  John  Ruddiman  built  a  steam  saw-mill  on  the  north  side  of 
Muskegon  lake,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Torrent  &  Arms  mill. 
He  continued  to  run  the  mill  until  1862,  when  it  went  into  the  hands  of 
Anson  Eldred,  after  a  closely  contested  suit  in  regard  to  the  title.  The 
mill  burned  soon  after,  and  was  replaced  by  a  large  mill  built  by  James 
Farr,  Jr.,  under  the  superintendence  of  L.  H.  Foster.  The  property  was 
sold  in  1871  to  Torrent  &  Arms,  and  the  second  mill  on  the  site  was 
burned  in  1872.  The  mill  now  belonging  to  this  firm  was  erected  soon 
after.  The  mills  built  on  this  site  seem  to  have  been  rather  unfortunate 
in  regard  to  fires  and  lawsuits,  whose  effects  upon  property  are  about 
equally  destructive. 

The  foregoing  includes  all  the  saw-mills  built  on  Muskegon  lake  prior 
to  1850.  There  were  three  mills  on  the  lake  in  1840,  whose  aggregate 
sawing  capacity  per  day  of  twelve  hours  was  about  13,000  feet. 

In  1850  there  were  six  mills  on  the  lake,  having  an  aggregate  sawing 
capacity  of  about  60,000  feet.  During  the  next  ten  years  ten  mills  were 
put  in  operation  on  the  lake,  with  the  following  capacity: 

C.  Davis  i&  Co 38,000 

Eldred.  Way  &  Co 20,000 

Ryerson  &  Morris  (Bay  mill) 36,000 

Smith,  Fowler  &  Co .  ."^ 20,000 

Brown  &  Trowbridge   16.000 

Trowbridge  &  Wing 22.000 

J.  C.  Holmes  &  Co 15^000 

37 
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Diirkee,  Tniesildl    .V    < '.. :J8,0(M) 

L.   O.   :M;is(>ii   &   ("n -M'tMi) 

J.  vV:   II.    lU-idU'i'    ;',r..(i(Mi 

OLD    MILLS    STILL    Itl.NNlNG. 

Ryersoii   v\:    .Mnriis   iii|»|m'p  iiiilli 124,000 

John  .KmMiinaii    :;(;.(Mi(» 

George   liiiddiiuaii    lo,000 

Not  only  has  tlu'  sawini;;  taitacity  of  the  mills  been  increased,  but  the 
niinibtr  (•['  men  r<'<iiiir(-d  to  perform  the  labor  has  been  proportionately 
lessened.  In  ISOO  it  rcMjiiired  a  man  for  each  1,000  feet  sawed  per  day, 
while  at  the  ]>r»'seiit  time  the  daily  i»rodii(t  is,  on  an  average,  something 
more  than  J, 0(10  feet  for  each  man.  This  result  is  to  a  large  extent  due 
to  the  valuable  improvements  made  in  the  machinery  used  in  the  mills. 

There  are  twenty-six  mills  on  the  lake  at  the  present  time,  with  the 
capacity  per  day  as  follows: 

Kutherfoi'd,  Anderson   iV:   « "n TO.OOO 

Wilson    t's:    Hoyce    7r).(l(iO 

C.   Davis  iV   Co SO.IMIO 

Ryerson,  Hills  cV:  Co 4s.O(iO 

Ciiapin  &  Foss 40,000 

Mason  Lumber  <  'o i:{0,(»00 

Higelow  &   Bros 70,(100 

C..   R.  Kobeils  \-  Hull 1;{0.0(K) 

(".  II.  lla(Ul<-y  .Vc  Co 150.(MH> 

IJeidler  Manufacturing  Co   1I30.(I(M> 

White,  Swan  ^t  Smith 80.(l(H) 

Bushnell.   Walworth  &   Heed OO.OdO 

Montague,  Haniilt(»n  &  C 120,00(> 

Mcdraft  ^:  Mcuitgoineiv 40,000 

E.  Torrent    ' :?0.0(K) 

A.  V.  .Mann  vS:  Co 7.~.00(» 

Alex.  I{o«lgers   »m.O(IO 

Kelley,   Wood   ^S:   Co 7r).(i(i(l 

E.  Eldred  &  <"o SO.doo 

A.  M.  Allen  &  Co :>.0,000 

C.  D.  Nelson  .V:  Co Ili0.00(> 

Ryerson,   Hills  iK:  Co OO.OOO 

Torrent  Sc  Dmey :?0.000 

liaudry,  Vallicoti  .K:  Co 40,000 

Farr,  "Dutdier  .V:  C.. 40.000 

Torrent  i*;-  .\rms l.-)0.000 

INFLATED  CURRENCY. 

Tlie  lirst  attempt  at  running  logs  down  I  lie  river  was  niaile  in  ls;*.!>.  by 
•lohn  A.  I'.rooks;  the  logs  having  been  cut  a  few  miles  abo\c  ("lotoiK 
The  "drive"  finally  ieaclie<l  Muskegon.  Imi  after  a  gre.n  (tin  lay  foi- 
<learing  the  river,  the  men  cm|i]o\r(l  cclclnMicd  ilic  c\riii  li\   Imyiiig  and 
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drinking  a  baiiel  of  wliisky,  wliicli  tliwi  cost  about  sixteen  cents  per 
gallon.  The  wliisky  was  common  property,  but  in  order  to  assume  an 
appearance  of  ''business''  they  fitted  up  a  counter  on  a  stump,  and  one 
of  the  number  having  a  silver  quarter  dollar,  commenced  by  treating  the 
company,  one  of  them  tending  bar;  this  bar-tender  then  took  the  money 
and  came  outside  and  treated  the  company,  another  taking  his  place 
as  bar-tender.  This  was  continued  several  days  until  the  whisky  dis- 
appeared. There  was  an  annual  carousal  for  a  few  days  on  the  arrival 
of  the  "big  drive,"  until  the  village  "lock-up''  was  erected  in  1861,  after 
which  the  officers  became  able  to  suiJijress  it, 

EARLY    SETTLERS. 

Until  1834  the  Indian  traders  had  been  accustomed  to  come  to  Mus- 
kegon lake  in  the  autumn  and  buy  furs  and  traffic  with  the  Indians 
during  the  winter,  and  go  away  in  the  spring,  taking  with  them  all  their 
movable  eflfects.  At  the  latter  date,  Lewis  B.  Baddeau^  having  secured 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Daily  in  his  log  building,  established  a  trading  post, 
and  became  a  permanent  settler  of  Muskegon.  He  was  of  French 
descent,  and  was  born  at  Three  Rivers,  near  Montreal,  in  Canada.  Mr. 
Baddeau  afterwards  made  a  preemption  claim  on  lot  two  of  section  nine- 
teen, on  which  his  trading  post  stood,  being  that  part  of  the  city  lying 
west  and  north  of  a  line  running  from  the  Chapin  &  Foss  mill  to  the 
old  cemetery,  and  thence  to  the  Bigelow  &  Brother's  mill,  and  on  the 
31st  of  July,  1839,  after  the  land  came  into  market,  he  made  a  regular 
entry  of  the  lot.  He  continued  to  trade  with  the  Indians  until  1840,  and 
in  1845,  having  become  embarrassed  in  business,  and  having  lost  most  of 
his  property,  he  went  to  Newaygo  to  live,  and  afterwards  to  the  Dam, 
on  Muskegon  river,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

The  second  settler  on  Muskegon  lake  was  Joseph  Troutier,  who  erected 
a  building  in  1835,  of  hewn  timber,  near  the  White,  Swan  &  Smith  mill, 
which  he  occupied  as  a  trading  post  for  several  years.  Mr.  Troutier  was 
born  in  Mackinac,  August  9,  1812,  where  he  resided  until  his  settlement 
in  Muskegon.  He  continued  the  Indian  trade  several  jears  at  this  place, 
and  then  removed  to  the  Dam,  where  he  still  resides.  In  1836  Mr. 
Troutier  went  with  the  Indians  to  Washington,  and  assisted  in  forming 
the  treaty  by  which  the  Indian  title  to  the  land  in  the  part  of  Michigan 
lying  north  of  Grand  River  was  obtained.  Mr.  Troutier  remembers 
many  interesting  incidents  in  the  early  history  of  western  Michigan,  and 
often  remarks  that  ''me  and  m^^  wife  the  first  white  man  in  Muskegon." 

Wm.  Lasley  was  of  French  origin,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
spent  his  early  life  in  Mackinac,  and  settled  in  Muskegon  in  the  autumn 
of  1835,  having  built  a  trading  post  near  where  is  now  the  corner  of 
Western  avenue  and  Seventh  street.  He  continued  to  trade  with  the 
Indians  for  several  years,  and  eventually  brought  on  goods  suitable 
for  the  trade  of  the  early  settlers,  sometimes  keeping  a  stock  valued  at 
120,000.  In  1852  he  sold  the  mill  that  he  had  previously  built,  and  re- 
tired from  business  and  died  the  next  year. 

Martin  Ryerson  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Patterson,  New  Jersey,  Jan- 
uary 6,  1818.  In  1834,  having  become  satisfied  that  the  fortune  he  had 
even  then  determined  to  acquire  was  not  to  be  easily  and  readily  obtained 
at  farming,  he  started  for  Michigan,  which,  at  that  time,  Avas  regarded 
as  the  Eldorado.  When  he  reached  Detroit  his  funds  were  exhausted, 
and  he  w^as  obliged  to  stop  and  obtain  employment  for  a  time  before  he 
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could  proceed.  After  a  few  months  he  started  apiiu  and  readied  Grand 
Rapids  in  September  of  the  same  year,  and  soon  after  went  into  the 
employ  of  Richard  Oodfroy,  at  which  place  he  remained  until  May,  1836. 
when  he  left  and  came  to  Muskegon.  On  his  arrival  at  this  i)lace  he  went 
into  the  employ  of  rloseph  Ti^^)utier,  and  enj^aged  in  the  Indian  trade, 
which  he  continued  three  years;  was  then  employed  by  T.  Newell  ^:  Co.. 
which  tirm  then  carried  on  the  same  business.  In  October,  1M41.  Mi. 
R^erson  and  S.  J.  Green  made  a  contract  with  T.  Newell  to  run  liis  mill 
for  two  years. 

After  the  expiration  of  this  term  Mr.  Ryerson  made  an  arrangement 
to  run  the  mill  on  a  salary  for  another  two  years.  In  September,  1845. 
Mr.  Ryerson,  in  company  with  J.  II.  Knickerliocker,  bought  Mr.  Xewell's 
interest  in  the  mill  and  became  a  mill  owner.  This,  fact,  however,  di«l 
not  change  his  style  of  living  or  lessCMi  the  amount  of  labor  he  performed. 
During  the  lirst  year  that  he  owned  the  intere.st  in  the  mill  he  often 
worked  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  tilling  any  place  where  a 
vacancy  might  chance  to  occur,  or  where  his  services  were  the  most 
needed.  Mr.  Ryerson's  practical  experience  rendered  him  a  competent 
judge  of  the  men  in  his  employ,  and  he  "expected  every  man  to  do  his 
duty."  An  incident  that  once  occurred  at  his  mill  may  not  be  uninter- 
esting. One  day  a  man  who  was  employed  in  moving  a  jjile  of  cull 
lumber,  was  carrying  a  few  pieces  and  going  and  returning  at  a  very 
slow  pace.  Mr.  Ryerson  observing  this,  called  out  to  him  to  throw  down 
his  little  load.  The  man  stood  a  minute  with  a  surprised  look  without  do 
ing  so.  On  Mr.  Ryerson's  repealing  the  order  with  increased  emphasis, 
he  threw  it  down.  He  then  told  him  1o  go  and  sit  in  the  shade  and 
rest  himself  until  he  was  able  to  take  and  carry  a  load  as  a  man  ouglii 
to  carry.     It  is  useless  to  s;iy  that  the  rest  was  not  required. 

As  an  instance  of  the  hardships  and  privations  endured  by  the  early 
settlers,  Mr.  Ryerson  relates  the  following  experience:  In  September. 
1839,  he  started  on  foot  to  go  to  Grand  Rapids  to  attend  "Indian  i>ay 
ment."  The  ordinary  route  at  the  time  was  by  the  beach  of  Lake  Michi 
gan  to  Grand  Haven,  thence  up  Grand  River.  Mr.  Ryerson.  however, 
went  through  what  is  since  the  township  of  Ravenna,  although  then- 
was  then  no  road  or  sett  lenient  on  the  way.  excepting  along  the  lirst  live 
miles  west  of  Grand  Rapids.  He  kejit  his  course  by  a  pocket  compass, 
crossed  Crookery  creek  somewhere  near  where  is  now  the  village  of 
Ravenna,  and  stopped  for  the  night  about  ten  miles  beyond.  He  nuule  a 
brush  tent,  built  a  fire  and  roasted  a  coon  that  he  had  caught  during 
the  day  and  ])ronglit  with  him,  and  made  his  supper  from  it  without  salt 
or  water,  and  then  slept  soundly  on  his  brush  bed.  The  leimiinder  of  the 
coon  served  for  his  bie;ikfast  in  the  morning,  after  which  he  pursued  his 
journey,  reaching  (Jiiind  Kajtids  enrly  in  the  day  nnd  without  feeling 
any  particular  fatigue. 

The  following  incidc'iit  was  related  to  the  writer  by  .Mr.  K.,  and  shows 
the  manner  of  enforcing  a  rule  of  the  early  settlers  requiring  a  uni- 
formity in  dress;  a  rule  which  jtrohibited  the  weiiring  of  "stove-pii)e"  hatfi 
and  while  shirts.  .\  young  niMii  from  Grand  Riipids  one  d;iy  m:ide  his 
a|»pearance  on  the  "streets"  of  Muskegon  wenring  these  conti-jiband 
articles  of  dress,  and  who,  by  tin-  wav.  ^^;l.•>;  putting  on  uunierous  ;iirs  in 
conse(|iie!ici'.  .\  mock  court  was  s<»on  organized,  a  complaint  was  made 
against  him  for  hor.se  stealing;  he  was  an-ested.  examined,  and  bound 
over  to  <ir(  nit  court,  the  c<Mistable  started  with  him  for  the  jail   [a  log 
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stable]  and  on  the  way  he  was  allowed  to  escape,  as  had  been  prear- 
ranged. The  fellow  ran  for  the  woods  at  a  rate  of  speed  that  woulJ 
have  astonished  a  deer^  while  the  whole  town  followed  him^  yelling  at 
the  top  of  their  voices,  and  pretending  to  try  to  overtake  him.  That  hat 
was  never  seen  in  Muskegon  again. 

Mr.  Ryerson  removed  to  Chicago  in  1851,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
excepting  about  five  years  which  he  spent  with  his  family  in  Europe. 

Theodore  Newell  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  settled  in  Mus- 
kegon in  1836.  He  lived  here  a  few  years  and  then  removed  to  Chicago, 
and  afterwards  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  and  thence  to  Chicago  again,  where 
he  died  in  1869. 

Henry  Penoyer  was  born  in  ,  and  settled  in  1836,  at  the  mouth 

of  Muskegon  lake;  his  object  in  locating  at  that  place  being  to  secure 
a  claim  to  the  land  in  that  vicinity,  as  it  was  then  supposed  that  the 
future  city  of  Muskegon  would  be  built  on  the  sand  hills  near  the  mouth. 
He  and  his  brother  Augustus  Penoyer  built  a  mill  the  same  year  at  Pen- 
oyer creek,  a  few  miles  above  Newaygo.  Mr.  P.  left  Muskegon  soon 
after  and  removed  to  Grand  Haven.     He  now  lives  at  Nunica. 

Samuel  Rose  was  born  in  Grandville,  Mass.,  in  1817,  and  came  to 
Grand  Rapids  in  1836,  where  he  met  Augustus  Penoyer,  who  was  then 
getting  ready  to  build  a  mill  at  Penoyer  creek,  a  few  miles  above  New- 
aygo. He  made  an  agreement  to  work  for  Mr.  P.,  and  started  with  some 
other  men  to  go  through  the  woods  to  the  place  where  they  were  to 
work. 

There  being  no  road  and  not  keeping  the  right  direction  they  got  lost 
and  were  out  five  days  before  they  reached  Muskegon  River.  Then,  think- 
ing they  were  above  Newaygo,  they  started  down  the  stream  and  after  a 
time  came  to  Muskegon  Lake.  After  obtaining  some  provisions  they 
started  up  the  river,  and  passing  the  site  of  the  village  of  Newaygo  (at 
which  place  there  was  then  no  settlement),  reached  their  destination. 
Mr.  Rose  has  continued  to  reside  on  Muskegon  river,  sometimes  at  Muske- 
gon or  at  others  up  the  river;  his  present  residence  near  Newaygo. 

George  W.  Walton  was  born  January  3,  1812,  in  Essex  Co.,  N,  Y.  In 
1833  he  removed  to  Chicago,  and  settled  in  Muskegon  in  May,  1837. 
During  his  early  residence  here  he  was  very  active  in  public  matters; 
was  supervisor  of  the  township  for  several  years,  having  been  first  elected 
in  1847,  and  was  also  the  first  postmaster  of  Muskegon.  Mr.  Walton  re- 
moved to  California  in  1855,  where  he  remained  several  years  and  went 
thence  to  Nevada,  where  he  died  in  1874. 

Jonathan  H.  Ford  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  settled  in 
Muskegon  in  1837,  and  built  the  mill  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek.  During 
his  residence  here  he  was  elected  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the 
Ottawa  county  court.  He  left  Muskegon  in  1845,  and  now  resides  in 
Wisconsin. 

Thomas  W.  Dill  and  his  wife, — now  Mrs.  Susan  Bohne, — came  to 
Muskegon  in  1837,  stopping  here  a  few  days,  and  then  went  to  Penoyer's 
Mill,  a  few  miles  above  the  present  village  of  Newaygo,  where  they  lived 
one  year.  They  then  came  down  the  Muskegon  river  to  Mill  Iron  Point, 
where  Mr.  Dill  built  a  house  and  lived  two  years.  Here  Minerva  Dill, 
now  Mrs.  John  Curry,  was  born,  June  10th,  1838;  the  first  white  child 
born  in  the  present  limits  of  Muskegon  county.  In  the  spring  of  1840, 
Mr.  Dill  and  his  family  moved  into  the  house  previously  occupied  by 
Mr.  Baddeau,  near  where  the  Rpdgers  foundry  now  stands,  and  occupied 
it  as  a  hotel  and  boarding-house.  This  was  known  as  the  Muskegon 
House,  and  was  the  first  attempt  at  hotel  keeping  in  Muskegon.     After 
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the  death  of  Mr.  Dill,  in  1S54,  Mis.  Dill  mai-iied  Mr.  Bohiio,  who  has  since 
died.  Mrs.  ]i<)hn('  is  still  li\in^  in  Muskegon,  and  is  ilir  oldest  settler  in 
Muskegon  county. 

Isaac  D.  Merrill  was  born  in  1800.  and  settled  in  Muskegon  in  183U. 
He  has  continued  to  reside  on  Muskegon  i-iver  since  tli.1t  time,  his  present 
residence  being  at  liridgeton. 

George  Knddiman  was  born  in  Aberdeen.  Scotland.  Sept.  l'I>,  ISl"),  and 
came  to  America  in  ]s;i.",,  sloi)j)ing  one  year  in  Pennsylvania,  when  lie 
<'anie  to  Michigan,  and  has  since  resided  most  of  the  time  in  this  State, 
lie  settled  in  Muskegon  in  A])ril,  1840.  and  engaged  as  a  millright  in  re- 
pairing the  mill  at  the  mouth  of  liear  lake.  In  1841  he  took  charge  of 
this  mill,  and  in  1844.  in  company  with  his  brother,  -lohn  Kuddiman,  he 
bought  the  ])roperty  where  the  McGraft  &  Montgomery  mill  now  stands. 

In  184(>  Mr.  Ruddiman  attended  the  election  in  Muskegon  and  voted 
for  Gen.  Harrison  for  President  of  the  I'nited  Stales.  Geo.  Hiiddiman 
Ituilt  the  lirst  boat  used  for  towing  logs  and  vessels  in  Muskegon  lake. 
It  was  a  sTiiall  side-wheel  steamer,  and  was  called  "The  Peggy."  lie  now 
resides  in  the  townshi]i  of  Muskegon. 

George  B.  Woodbury  was  born  in  ^^'oI■c(^'<t(M•.  Mass..  and  in  ls;',7  re- 
moved to  Michigan  City,  where  he  remained  until  October.  184(1.  when 
he  left  and  settled  in  Muskegon,  coming  all  the  distance  along  the  shore 
of  Lake  Michigan  in  a  small  boat.  Soon  aftei-  reaching  Muskegon  he 
obtained  em]iloyment  as  <'ngineer  in  the  T.  Newell  «&  Go.  mill.  lie  con- 
linucd  this  for  several  years,  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  a  blacksmith 
shop,  where  he  employed  his  leisui-e  time  in  making  traps  for  the  Indians 
and  in  doing  other  blacksmith  w<»rk.  This  was  the  first  shoji  of  the  kind 
in  Muskeg(»n,  and  the  only  one  at  the  time  north  of  Grand  Pivei-. 

Mr.  Woodbury  in  those  dayswas  rather  fond  of  a  jiractical  joke,  as 
were  most  of  tlie  early  settlers.  The  following  is  remembered  as  one  of 
them:  A  man  from  ^lonroe.  who  was  rathei-  inclined  to  put  on  airs,  came 
to  ^luskegon  with  a  (piantity  of  wildcat  money  which  at  that  time  was 
ii(»t  entirely  worthless,  but  was  considerably  deju-eciated  in  value;  and 
thinking  he  was  otf  in  the  woods  among  ignorant  men.  he  endeavored  to 
buy  lumber  with  it  at  its  j)ai'  valtu'.  Samuel  Kose,  wli(»  haj>]>ened  to  be 
up  the  river  at  the  time,  had  a  raft  of  lumber  lying  in  the  water  near 
where  the  flouring  mill  now  stands,  and  Mr.  Woodbury  sold  the  laft  to 
the  Monroe  man,  agr<'eing  to  wait  for  his  pay  until  tlu'  lumber  was  hauled 
out,  and  at  the  same  time  telling  everybody  to  keep  tlie  joke  (piiet. 

The  man-  worked  three  days  in  the  watei-  and  got  out  about  2r>.000  feet, 
when  Mr.  Kose  returned  and  ex|(osed  the  joke,  when  the  man  left  town 
a  somewhat  wiser  man,  taking  his  "wildcat"  with  him. 

.\nother  joke  was  to  the  following  <'ll'ect.  ]>laye<l  upon  a  loud  talking 
newcomer,  who  had  failed  to  become  popular  with  the  settlers.  Mr. 
Woodbury  one  day  said  1o  Mr.  Hyerson  that  it  was  too  bad  that  that 
stranger  should  be  eaten  up  in  that  way;  that  .Mr.  Grci'U  ought  to  suffer 
for  it.  The  loud  talker,  as  was  intended,  heard  the  remark  and  immedi- 
ately in(|uired  in  regard  to  the  i)articulars.  Mr.  Woodbury  in  rejdy  said 
"that  Mr.  Green  had  sent  a  stranger  upon  the  hill  alone  to  cut  logs,  and 
thai  the  hocbigs  had  killed  anil  eaten  him.  leaving  nothing  but  his  boots." 
lie  started  at  once  for  .Mr.  Gireen's  house  to  give  him  a  terrible  lecture. 
.Mr.  G.  said  it  was  one  of  Hverson  and  Woodbury's  jokes,  but  he  would 
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not  believe  it  and  continued  to  blame  him  for  thus  allowing  a  stranger 
to  expose  himself.  Mrs.  Green  endeavored  to  corroborate  her  husband's 
statement,  when  the  loud  talker  said  ''he  did  not  want  her  to  put  in  her 
clack;"  ''she  could  not  make  him  believe  that  Mr,  Green  was  not  to 
blame."  The  man  was  so  much  afraid  of  the  imaginary  animals  that  he 
soon  after  left  the  town.     Hence  the  origin  of  the  term  hodags. 

Samuel  J.  Green  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Muskegon  in  1840. 
He  died  in  May,  1858. 

John  H.  Knickerbocker  was  born  in  1815,  at  Watertown,  N.  Y.  He 
settled  in  Muskegon  in  1840,  and  died  August  26,  1850. 

Richard  Ryerson  was  born  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Feb.  9th,  1812,  where  he 
lived  till  he  was  about  twenty-  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  to  Western 
New  York,  where  he  lived  until  1843,  when  he  came  and  settled  in  Muske- 
gon. He  was  engaged  during  the  first  years  of  his  residence  here  at  log- 
ging, at  prices  that  would  not  be  considered  very  good  at  the  present 
time;  sometimes  selling  good  logs  at  |2  per  thousand  feet.  Mr.  Ryerson 
for  several  years  kept  the  Walton  House,  the  first  frame  hotel  in  Muske- 
gon.    He  still  resides  in  this  city. 

Alfred  A.  Maxim  was  born  in  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  January  26, 
1820.  Coming  west  in  1843,  he  made  Kenosha,  Wis.,  his  first  stopping 
place.  In  November  of  that  year  he  started  from  Chicago  for  Grand 
Haven  on  a  schooner,  with  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  some  men  whom  he 
had  employed,  to  seek  his  fortune  at  lumbering.  The  next  day  after 
reaching  Grand  Haven  he  started  along  the  beach  of  Lake  Michigan  for 
Muskegon,  there  being  at  the  time  no  road  through  the  woods.  They  had 
not  proceeded  far  when  they  came  to  a  place  where  the  driftwood  had 
filled  up  the  narrow  space  between  the  water  and  a  high  bank;  and  not 
being  able  to  drive  around,  they  were  obliged  to  unload  the  w^agons — part 
of  the  load  being  barrels  of  pork — take  apart  the  wagons  and  carry  them 
and  the  contents  over  the  hill.  They  then  led  the  oxen  around,  and 
having  yoked  them  and  put  the  wagon  together,  loaded  up  and  started 
again. 

Mr.  Maxim  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  quicksand,  and  when  driv- 
ing along  on  the  smooth  sand  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Black  Lake,  the 
oxen  began  to  sink,  and  before  he  could  get  upon  dry  land  they  had  sunk 
so  that  their  heads  alone  were  visible.  After  great  exertion  they  finally 
succeeded  in  rescuing  the  animals  alive  from  their  perilous  situation. 
They  left  the  beach  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Lake  and  went  through  the 
woods,  taking  their  course  by  compass,  and  reached  Muskegon  Lake  near 
where  the  A.  V.  Mann  &  Co.  Mill  is  now  situated.  From  thence  they 
followed  along  up  the  lake  and  stopped  at  the  Muskegon  House,  then 
kept  by  Mr.  Dill.  These  wagons  were  the  first  ever  driven  into  Muske- 
gon. Mr.  Maxim  has  been  engaged  in  lumbering  most  of  the  time  since, 
and  has  continued  to  reside  on  Muskegon  river,  his  present  home  being 
in  this  city. 

John  Ruddiman  was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  March  20,  1814,  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1831.  He  lived  four  years  in  Pennsylvania,  when 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  lived  a  year  in  Detroit.  In  1839  he  removed  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  until  1843,  when  he  settled  in  Muskegon, 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  In  1849  he  built  a  mill  on  the 
north  side  of  Muskegon  lake,  in  which  in  1850  he  put  in  the  first  siding 
mill  in  use  on  the  lake.  He  built  a  flouring  mill  at  the  mouth  of  Bear 
lake  in  1862 — the  first  in  operation  on  Muskegon  Lake. 
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Elias  W.  Merrill  was  born  in  Falmouth,  Me.,  Oct,  2,  1812;  came  to 
Michigan  in  1887,  and  settled  in  Muskegon  in  June,  1844.  He  has  con- 
tinued to  reside  here,  excepting  one  year  when  he  lived  at  Bridgeton  and 
one  year  in  his  native  State.  Mr.  Merrill  was  elected  to  the  lower  House 
of  the  State  Legislature  in  ISoG;  was  postmaster  in  1801,  State  senator  in 
1805,  and  postmaster  a  second  time  in  1801),  holding  the  otiice  till  1875. 

Kobert  W.  Morris  was  born  in  1813  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
settled  on  the  Muskegon  river  in  1842,  and  a  few  years  after  came  to 
Muskegon.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  an  active  business  man,  but 
his  health  having  failed  he  retired  from  business  in  '05  and  removed  to 
Grand  Kaj)ids.  where  he  died  May  5th,  1800. 

Ashley  Ji.  Furnian  was  born  in  Saratoga  couuty,  N.  Y.,  in  January, 
1819,  and  settled  in  Muskegon  in  1845.  Although  he  saw  very  much  of 
the  early  history  and  settlement  of  Muskegon,  it  is  doubtful  whether  a 
reply  that  he  once  made  to  the  (juestiou,  "How  long  had  he  known 
Muskegon  river?"  was  strictly  true.  He  said  "he  had  known  the  river 
ever  since  it  was  a  small  stream,  in  fact  since  it  was  tirst  laid  out."  Mr. 
Furmau  died  Oct.  4th,  1872. 

The  foregoing  are  sketches  of  all  those  who  settled  in  Muskegon  during 
the  first  ten  years  after  the  first  settlement  was  made,  so  far  as  the 
writer  has  been  able  to  learn.  Some  of  these  sketches  are  not  as  perfect 
as  would  be  desirable,  the  necessary  information  not  being  accessible. 

SETTLERS  PREVIOUS  TO  1860. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  persons  who  settled  in  Muskegon  prior 
to  the  year  1800,  so  far  as  the  writer  has  been  able  to  obtain  their  names: 

1840— James  Graham,  1».  Blake. 

1847 — Charles  Martin,  Frank  Young. 

1848 — Ezra  Stevens,  Nich.  Petrie,  C.  Davis,  Chas.  Carmichael,  E.  A. 
Partridge,  Mrs.  Julia  Witherell,  Mrs.  Fanny  Shepherd,  John  Witherell. 
Mrs.  Albert  Hodge. 

1849— Mrs.  W.  Lloyd,  Mrs.  Ellen  Boyd,  John  Cameron,  C.  P.  McSherry. 
E.  H.  Wylie,  Dennis  Garvey,  Theo.  Wilson,  Nich.  KempfT,  P.  J.  Connell. 

1850 — Julias  Bosksch,  A.  Trowbridge,  F.  John  Hetz,  Jonathan  Boyce, 
Thomas  Mills,  Fred  Drixelius,  Kister  Werner,  John  Carmichael. 

1851— David  P.lake. 

1852— A.  J.  McHenry,  Hubert  Stein,  J.  D.  Davis,  Jacob  Hetz.  Charles 
T.  Hills.  Lars  Larson,  Fred.  Bowles,  Edward  Boyce,  Raymond  O'Harrow. 
M.  S.  Burge,  Dennis  Reardon. 

1853 — J.  H.  Swan,  Charles  W.  Root,  Wm.  Glue.  Peter  Crossmnn. 

1854— Jra  O.  Smith,  P.  Dowd,  Henry  Van  Bambus,  Ole  Olson,  Wm. 
Kotclmau,  Nich.  Schulrr.  Ilcmy  Jacob.  John  Bronson,  Andrew  Olson, 
E<lward  Fold. 

1 8.-,.-)— Alex.  Cotie,  Jolni  W.  Konl.  M.wWn  Kochlin,  Voiw  :Muhl,  Captain 
Henry  Dobson,  J.  H.  liackley,  Matthew  Wilson.  Henry  H.  Getty. 

1850 — L.  G.  Mason,  S.  D.  Murray,  R.  P.  Easton,  Luman  Hamblin,  Gid- 
eon Truesdell,  A.  B.  Miner,  S.  R.'  Sanford,  F.  Elmer,  H.  Richie,  J.  W. 
Moon,  John  Torrent,  Chas.  H.  Hackley,  S.  H.  Stevens.  Dr.  A.  Manrcr. 

1S57— A.  A.  Bullock,  M.  F.  Jtanier'  P.  Schnorbach.  Lewis  M.  Haines. 
John  T.  Dibble.  Chas.  D.  Nelson,  E.  Potter.  W.  F.  Wood,  A.  V.  Mann. 
W.  L.  K'yan.  Thos.  Wheel,  i-.  \\'.  II.  Lewis.  Bennell  Kipb'v.  Wm.  Ilnlher 
ford,  riiMs.  (Jraves. 
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1858 — Henry  H.  Holt,  Wm.  Pickett,  George  Schwegler,  A.  Rodgers. 
1859— S.  B.  Peck,  Geo.  Armes,  A.  Mulder,  J.  Mulder,  Geo.  F.  Outh- 
waite. 

THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  in  Muskegon  was  a  private  one,  taught  by  Miss  Clark 
in  the  winter  of  1848-9,  in  a  room  in  the  dwelling-house  of  Charles  Martin. 
Among  those  now  living  in  this  county  who  attended  this  school  are 
Henry  Lasley  of  Montague,  William,  August,  and  Joseph  Baddeau  of 
Holton,  and  Mrs.  Minerva  Curry  of  this  city.  The  first  school-house 
erected  was  built  by  private  subscription,  in  the  autumn  of  1819,  on  the 
corner  of  Clay  avenue  and  Terrace  street,  where  the  Smith,  Henderson  & 
Co.  wagon-shop  now  stands.  It  was  20x30  feet,  one  story,  and  cost  about 
|300.  It  was  afterwards  considerably  enlarged,  and  was  for  several 
years  the  only  school-house  and  place  for  religious  services  in  the  village. 
It  was  finally  sold,  removed,  and  converted  into  Holt's  Hall,  which  was 
destroyed  in  the  great  fire,  Aug.  1st,  1874.  Wm,  D.  Holt  taught  in  this 
school-house  the  first  winter.  Miss  Roberts  (afterwards  the  wife  of 
Frank  Cole)  taught  during  the  second  winter  and  the  summer  following. 

The  first  union  school  building  was  erected  in  1860,  while  Thomas 
Wheeler  was  director  of  the  district.  This  was  replaced  by  the  present 
building  in  1875. 

Miss  Margaret  Mclntyre  has  been  engaged  in  the  public  schools  in  this 
city,  either  as  principal  or  first  assistant,  for  fifteen  years  prior  to  the 
close  of  the  last  term,  having  been  employed  continuously  excepting  one 
year. 

THE  CHURCHES. 

The  first  priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  who  officiated  in  Muske- 
gon after  the  town  was  settled,  was  Father  Visosky,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
who  came  here  in  1835  and  held  services  in  Lasley's  house.  Services  were 
held  here  occasionally  after  that  time,  but  nothing  was  done  towards 
building  a  church  until  1856,  when  Father  Van  Pamel  of  Grand  Rapids 
commenced  the  work.  The  original  building  was  completed  and  the 
first  service  held  in  it  in  1857.  It  was  known  as  St.  Mary's  church. 
Since  that  time  several  additions  and  improvements  have  Ijeen  made. 
The  first  resident  priest  in  Muskegon  was  Father  Stonehouse,  who  settled 
here  in  1857.  Father  Rievers  has  occupied  his  present  position  eleven 
years. 

In  1843  Rev.  Mr.  Warring  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  made  a  visit  to 
Muskegon,  when  Mr.  Ryerson,  having  fitted  up  seats  in  his  boarding 
house,  went  around  and  notified  the  people  of  the  proposed  service.  The 
settlers  were  all  present,  including  an  old  man  who  was  very  much  under 
the  influence  of  liquor.  The  minister  was  preaching  when  the  man  went 
in,  and  saying  something  in  regard  to  the  Jews ;  and  as  the  old  man  passed 
along  he  chimed  in,  "and  gentiles  too.''  No  notice  was  taken  of  this 
intrusion,  and  he  took  his  seat  on  the  stairs  that  led  to  the  floor  above. 
He  soon,  however,  began  to  respond  very  loudly,  not  with  the  word  amen, 
but  instead  the  Indian  on-in-day.  Mr.  Woodbury,  who  was  sitting  near, 
often  making  repeated  attempts  to  keep  him  quiet,  took  him  by  the  collar 
and  pulled  him  up  stairs,  and  the  service  proceeded  in  an  orderly  manner. 
At  the  close  a  collection  was  taken  amounting  to  |7.50.  This  was  the 
first  Protestant  service  held  in  Muskegon. 

From  this  time  until  1850  several  ministers  who  were  here  on  a  visit  or 
otherwise  held  services,  several  of  whom  came  at  the  request  of  Rev.  Wm. 
M.  Ferry,  of  Grand  Haven.  Among  them  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wheeler,  who 
38 
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came  a  nunibci-  of  tinu*s  in  the  winter  of  1S44-5,  and  held  services  in  liic 
hoai'dinj;  liousc  (>((ii])i('(l  l>y  Mr.  Maxim.  In  tlie  sjnin^  of  ISHO  an  agree- 
ment was  made  with  K<'V.  Mr.  KcynoUls  of  tlie  ('on<:i('<;ational  clinreb, 
who  lived  at  Laniont,  to  jireach  each  alternate  Sunday.  The  services 
were  held  in  the  school-house,  and  the  arrangement  was  continued 
throiiy;h  the  summer  and  part  of  the  following  winter,  he  being  the  first 
minister  who  had  a  regular  appointment.  Sleighs  were  unknown  in 
Muskegon  in  those  days,  hut  ('.  I)avis  had  a  one-horse  sled  <tn  which  was 
a  wood-rack,  which  he  used  occasionally  when  the  snow  was  dee])  in 
taking  the  ladies  to  cliuich.  accommodating  as  many  as  could  stand  in  the 
rack. 

The  lirst  M.  K.  mitiistrr  who  jncacliiMl  licic  regularly  was  Kev.  Mr. 
lU'unet  in  lS.")4-r». 

Kev.  J.  M.  I'ratl  of  the  M.  E.  Ciiuich  settled  in  Muskegon  as  a  minister 
in  1850.  and  soon  after  began  to  make  arrangements  for  building  a 
church.  The  Methodist  chtirch  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1857. 
and  was  .m)  fai-  advanced  that  the  basement  was  used  in  the  spring  of 
IS.IS;  but  it  was  not  fully  com])leted  until  the  sitting  of  1851),  w'hen  the 
dedication  services  were  held  on  the  !lth  day  of  dune,  Kev.  J.  K.  Gillett 
at  that  time  being  the  ]»astor.  The  church,  including  the  Itell,  cost,  as 
appears  by  the  report  of  the  building  committee,  .*!ll,(»OU. 

The  first  resident  Congregationalist  minister  of  Muskegon  was  Rev. 
Mr.  Payson.  who  settled  here  in  1857,  and  remained  until  1859.  In 
March,  1850.  Kev.  A.  St.  Clair  located  here  and  began  to  preach,  and  the 
Congregationalist  Society  was  oiganixed  soon  after,  the  services  being 
held  until  isf;;{  in  the  basement  of  the  M.  K.  clmrch,  at  the  same  time  the 
.Methodist  services  were  being  held  in  the  r<»om  above.  In  ISO?,  the  Con 
gregationalist  church  was  built,  costing  about  !8;7,O0(l. 

The  original  Dtitcli  Reform  Chtirch  was  built  in  1850.  This  was  a 
small  building,  and  was  sold  and  removed  for  a  school-house.  The  large 
Dutch  Reform  Church  was  built  in  18(55. 

The  Dutch  Reform  Church  on  Terrace  street  was  built  in  iSCCi. 

The  TJniversalist  Chuich  was  built  in  ISt;,". 

The  Raplist  Church  was  built   in  1S71. 

The  Scandinavian  Lutheran  Church  was  built  in  1S(;5. 

St.  I'aul's  Episcopal  Chtirch  was  built  in  187:). 

The  Danish  Lutheran  Church  was  built  in  1874. 

The  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  was  built  in  1875. 

The  first  Sunday-school  organized  in  Mtiskegon  was  in  1852,  by  Mrs. 
E.  W.  Merrill,  ^\rs.  .].  IL  Knickerbocker,  Mrs.  E.  ITuginin.  and  Mrs.  Chas. 
f>dell.  This  was  <liscont inued  after  a  time.  an<l  a  school  was  reorganized 
in  1854  by  Eicd  Howies,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  I'owles  and  some  others  assisting, 
since  wliicli  dale  ;i  Snnda.N  school  li;is  been  continually  in  existence  in 
Muskegon. 

POSTAT.    FACILITIES. 

'IMie  Muskegon  postollice  was  established  .lanuary  :{d,  18.S8,  at  the 
mouth  of  Muskegon  lake,  thai  beinii  at  that  time  the  most  central  loca- 
tion for  the  .'»etlle?s  on  the  lake,  and  Henry  Penoyer  was  appointed  jiost 
master.  No  pro\ision  was  made  for  carrying  the  mail,  and  the  oHice  was 
supplied  fi(nn  Crand  Haven,  the  mail  Iteing  carried  liy  persons  on  fool, 
usually  Indians.      ,\fter  a  lime  the  postollice  was  removed   lo  the  "head 
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of  the  lake,"  as  the  present  site  of  Muskegon  was  then  designated;  but 
the  business  of  the  office  being  but  small,  on  the  11th  of  February,  1847. 
it  was  discontinued. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1848,  the  postoltice  was  re-established,  and  George 
W.  Walton  appointed  postmaster.  The  postoffice  was  kept  in  the  old 
Walton  House  for  several  years,  when  it  was  removed  to  the  old  ware- 
house building,  now  standing  near  the  Chapin  &  Foss  mill.  Here  it  also 
remained  for  several  years,  until  John  B.  Wheeler  was  appointed  post- 
master, who  removed  the  office  to  the  small  building  on  Water  street,  the 
second  building  north  of  T.  Merrill's  livery  stable.  The  receipts  of  the 
office  for  the  first  year  amounted  to  about  $30.00.  Previous  to  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Muskegon  postoffice,  the  nearest  office  was  Grand  Haven, 
where  the  mail  matter  for  the  IMuskegon  people  was  received.  There  was 
no  regular  arrangement  for  getting  the  mail  from  Grand  Haven,  and  it 
was  brought  here  by  persons  who  might  chance  to  go  there,  and  occasion- 
ally an  Indian  or  some  other  person  was  sent  for  the  mail.  During  the 
first  few  years  after  the  postoffice  was  established  the  mail  was  received 
from  Grand  Kapids  via  Eavenna  once  each  week.  After  a  time  the  mail 
service  was  increased  to  three  times  per  week,  whicli  continued  until  18G0. 
when,  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  R.  R.  being  completed,  a  daily  mail  route 
was  established  to  Ferry sburg. 

THE  PRESS. 

There  was  no  newspaper  published  in  Muskegon  until  the  spring  of 
1857,  when  Charles  Cowen  started  the  Muskegon  Journal.  It  was  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  was  published  weekly  in  a  room  in  the  old  Walton 
House.  After  a  short  time  Mr.  Cowen  took  in  Thomas  H.  Hodder  as  a 
partner,  and  the  firm  continued  the  publication  of  the  paper  until  the 
autumn  of  the  same  j-ear,  when  it  was  discontinued. 

The  next  newspaper  was  the  Muskegon  Reporter,  which  was  started 
in  April,  1859.  by  Fred  B.  Lee  &  Co.  This  was  also  a  Republican  weekly, 
and  was  published  until  October.  1804,  when  it  was  discontinued.  Au- 
gust 20,  1804,  John  Bole  started  the  Muskegon  News,  which  he  ])ublished 
a  few  months  and  then  sold  to  Wm.  K.  Gardner,  who  continued  the  pub- 
lication until  March,  1805,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  Ferdinand  Weller. 
The  latter  soon  after  bought  the  press  and  type  of  the  Reporter  office  and 
revived  that  paper,  publising  two  papers.  After  a  time  they  were  united, 
and  known  as  the  News  and  Reporter,  which  was  published  by  Mr.  Weller 
until  December,  1809,  when  he  sold  the  paper  to  Geo.  C.  Rice^,  who  con- 
tinued its  publication  as  the  Muskegon  Chronicle.  In  August,  1870,  Mr. 
Weller  resumed  the  publication  of  the  News  and  Reporter.  The  first 
Democratic  paper  started  in  Muskegon  was  the  Muskegon  Telegraph, 
which  was  succeeded  by  the  Muskegon  Enterprise,  and  Gazette  and  Bul- 
letin, the  latter  being  discontinued  Sept.  9.  1873.  Charles  S.  Hilbourn 
established  the  Democratic  Lakeside  Register  in  the  fall  of  1873,  and  still 
continues  its  publication. 

MUSKEGON   HARBOR. 

The  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Muskegon  river  and  lake  remained  in  its 
natural  condition  until  the  year  1803,  when  the  work  of  improving  it  was 
begun.  Until  this  time,  at  the  best  stage  of  the  water  there  was  scarcely 
ever  more  than  six  feet  on  the  bar, — oftener  not  more  than  four  or  five 
feet,  and  at  times,  after  a  strong  wind  from  the  southwest,  the  sand  would 
be  drifted  in  so  that  men  have  waded  across.    In  1803  a  corporation  called 
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the  Muskegon  llaibor  Company  was  organized,  under  the  provisions  of  a 
law  of  this  Slate,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  channel.  This  com- 
pany built  a  slab  pier  on  each  side  of  the  ehajinel,  the  south  jiier  being 
1,500  feet  long,  and  the  north  pier  about  500  feet.  Previous  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  i)iers  there  was  no  well-detined  channel,  the  water  of  the  river 
spreading  in  every  direction  on  reaching  Lalo-  Micliigau.  As  a  conse- 
quence, whatever  there  was  of  a  channel  was  very  changfalile  as  well  as 
crooked,  and  even  after  the  piers  weie  connnenced  the  wali  r  did  not  How 
directly  into  the  lake.  To  obviate  this  dinicnlty.  the  snixTliitrndent  re- 
sorted to  the  somewhat  novel  expedient  of  boring  a  ciumnel  through  the 
sand.  To  accomplish  this,  he  chartered  the  propeller  Caldwill  to  force 
her  way  backwards  from  Lake  Michigan  into  Muskegon  Lake,  agreeing 
to  pay  .*L5()0  for  the  job.  The  revolutions  of  the  wheel  cleared  away  the 
sand,  so  that  the  ])ropeller  continually  "advanced  backwards."  but  so 
slowly  that  the  cajttain  at  one  time  was  inclined  (<>  idimiuish  his  under- 
taking, but  on  end'-avoring  to  return  into  Lake  Michigan  he  Idniid  that 
so  much  of  the  sand  tliat  he  had  disjdaced  had  settled  behind  llie  projteller 
that  she  could  not  move  in  that  direction,  and  his  only  course  was  to  go 
into  Muskegon  Lake,  turn  around,  and  then  bore  out  again.  The  result 
was  that  the  curient  of  the  river  was  so  strong  that  it  afterwards  kept 
the  straight  channel  to  Lake  Michigan  oj)en. 

This  comjtany  was  composed  entirely  of  those  interested  in  the  Muske- 
gon lumber  business,  and  expended  altogether  about  .^40.000.  all  of  which 
was  donated  towards  this  im]irovement. 

Congress  soon  after  began  to  make  ai)pro])riations  for  the  .same  pur- 
pose,— the  result  of  all  which  is  that  this  harbor  is  undoubtedly  the  best 
on  Lake  Michigan,  there  being  at  the  present  time  sixteen  feet  of  water 
on  the  bar. 

The  current  of  the  river  is  so  strong  that  the  channel  never  freezes 
over.  Even  in  the  cold  winter  of  1S74  it  did  not  freeze,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  ice  on  Lake  Michigan,  vessels  could  have  entered  at  any 
time  and  run  iiji  to  Muskegon  Lake,  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  first  jdiysician  who  s<'ltle(l  in  Muskegon  was  Dr.  Chas.  I*.  McSherry, 
in  1840. 

The  first  attorney  was  Kdwin  INjtter,  in  1857;  the  second  attorney  was 
Henry  II.  Holt,  in  1858.  The  latter  was  elected  i)rosecuting  attoruey  of 
Ottawa  county,  of  which  Muskegon  then  formed  a  i)art,  the  .same  year. 

Samuel  K.  Sanford  was  elected  sheriff  of  Ottawa  county  in  1858. 

R.  O'llarrow  has  been  general  manager  in  the  mill  of  C.  Davis  &  Co. 
since  danuary,  1854,  a  length  of  lime  in  on*'  position  not  exceeded  by 
that  of  any  person  in  Muskegon. 

The  tirsi  banking  ofVice  in  .Muskegon  was  stalled  by  CajMain  T.  .1.  Kand 
in  ^X'^*.).  He  also  erecled  the  building  in  L8(;7  now  occn|tied  by  the  Lum- 
berman's National  JJank,  whi<*h  was  the  first  brick  building  in  .Muskegon. 

Muskegon  c(junty  was  organized  in  the  winter  of  185I>.  from  territory 
detached  from  Ottawa  county.  C.  Davis.  E.  W.  Merrill,  IL  W.  Morris 
were  very  active  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  act,  there  being  a  very 
decided  opposition  to  tin-  measure.  The  first  election  of  county  oflicers 
was  held  on  the  fourth  of  .\jtril  of  that  year,  when  dames  IL  Lobdell  was 
elected  sherilV,  K.  11.  W'yiie  county  clerk,  d.  I).  Davis  county  treasurei". 
C.  D.  Ncdson  register  of  deeds,  desse  D.  rullin.iii  jiulge  of  proliMte.  Henr\ 
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H.  Holt  prosecuting  attorney,  and  Edwin  Potter  circuit-court  commis- 
sioner. 

The  officers  entered  on  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  several 
offices  on  the  first  of  June  following,  when  the  new  county  commenced  its 
existence. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  held  in  the  office  of 
Henry  H.  Holt,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1859,  when  E.  W.  Merrill  represented 
the  township  of  Muskegon,  I.  O.  Smith.  Norton,  Nathan.  Whitney,  Casi- 
novia,  and  Thomas  D.  Smith,  Eavenna.  E.  W.  Merrill  was  elected  chair- 
man of  the  board.  The  first  business  transacted  was  the  detaching  of  a 
part  of  Muskegon  township  and  organizing  the  same  into  the  township 
of  Eggleston. 

The  supervisors  of  the  townships  of  White  Kiver  and  Dalton  refused 
to  meet  with  the  board,  claiming  that  the  organization  of  the  county  was 
illegal  and  void.  I.  E.  Carleton,  the  supervisor  from  Oceana  township, 
was  afterwards  prosecuted  for  neglect  of  official  duty,  a  statement  of 
facts  was  agreed  upon  and  submitted  to  a  jury,  which  found  him  guilty, 
upon  a  special  verdict;  whereupon  Judge  Littlejohn,  who  was  the  first 
judge  of  the  county,  imposed  a  small  fine.  Mr.  Carleton  then  took  the 
ease  to  the  Sujireme  Court,  as  it  was  understood  that  he  would  when  a 
decision  was  rendered,  which  sustained  the  organization,  the  court  being 
equally  divided. 

The  first  representative  in  the  State  Legislature  from  Muskegon  county 
was  Chauncey  Davis,  who  was  elected  in  1860,  and  re-elected  in  1862. 

The  village  of  Muskegon  was  incorporated  in  1861,  and  the  first  election 
was  held  in  the  basement  of  the  M.  E.  church  on  the  8th  of  July  of  that 
year,  when  Lyman  G.  Mason  was  elected  president;  E.  Potter,  R.  W.  Mor- 
ris, C.  P.  Bigelow  and  Thos.  Mills,  trustees;  Robert  McQueen,  recorder; 
Luman  Hamblin,  marshal;  C.  D.  Nelson,  treasurer,  and  Henry  H.  Holt, 
village  attorney. 

An  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1869  incorporating  the  city  of 
Muskegon,  and  the  first  election  was  held  on  the  fourth  day  of  April,  1870. 
The  first  officers  of  the  city  government  were  Chauncey  Davis,  Mayor; 
C.  C.  Chamberlain,  recorder;  A.  C.  Truesdell,  treasurer,  and  W.  P.  Odell, 
and  R.  O'Harrow^  aldermen  of  the  first  ward,  J.  H.  Landreth  and  Alex. 
Rodgers,  aldermen  of  the  second  ward,  and  Chas.  Kreig  and  Dennis  Rior- 
dan  aldermen  of  the  third  ward. 

CONCIiUSION. 

Among  those  who  were  born  in  Muskegon  and  are  still  residents  of 
Muskegon  county,  are  Mrs.  John  Curry,  Mrs.  Horatio  Hovey,  James  and 
George  Graham  of  Muskegon;  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Smithy  of  Lakeside;  S.  H. 
Lasley,  of  Montague;  and  William,  Augustus,,  Michael,  and  Joseph  Bad- 
deau,  of  Holton. 

In  closing  this  imperfect  sketch  of  the  early  history  of  Muskegon,  the 
writer  wishes  to  express  his  obligations  to  Messrs.  M.  Ryerson,  C.  Davis, 
M.  W.  Lloyd,  George  B.  Woodburj^,  R.  O'Harrow,  Geo.  Ruddiman,  A.  A. 
Maxim,  R.  Ryerson,  and  Mrs.  Susan  Bohne,  Mrs.  Julia  Witherell,  Mrs. 
Fanny  Shepherd,  and  many  others  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  in 
furnishing  information. 

NEGWEGON    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Michigan : 
Section  15.     That  portion  of  the  State  lying  in  towns  25,  26,  27  and  28 
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north  and  t'aj?t  of  tlic  line  iH-lAvecn  lan^cs  4  and  ."»  cast,  sliall  be  laid  olV 
as  a  separate  c-onnly.  to  lie  kiiuwu  juid  dcsi^nalcd  as  the  connty  of 
Nt'«;wegon. 

Approved  April  1,  184(K 

1{(    it  CHdvhd  hi/  tliv  Sciititc  iitnl   /foiisv  of  l\<i>nscnt<itir<s  of  Ihr  Statv  of 

Michif/ati  : 

SKd'iox  7.     j'lic  name  of  ilic  couniv  of  X('^\vi'jit)n,  as  now  organized  by 
law,  is  hereby  changed  to  tlial  of  Alcona. 

Approved  March  S,  1S4:{. 


^■^:\\A^(i(^  ((hntv. 

/{<■  it  CHdcfrd  hi/  tlir  ticnatv  (iiid   Hoii.sc  of   h'liirr.snihttircs  of   tlir  State  of 

Micliii/aii  : 

Section  l'.  Thai  jiortion  of  the  State  embraced  in  towns  11,  111.  i;{,  14. 
l.j,  and  l(j  north,  of  ranges  11,  12.  13,  and  14  west,  shall  be  laid  oft"  as  a 
separate  connty.  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  eonnty  of  Xewaygo. 

Approved  April  1,  184(t. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Miehi;/<iii  iiiaet.  Thai  ihe  county 
of  Xewaygo  sliall  be  oiganize*].  and  the  inhabitanls  tlieri'of  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  to  wliicli  by  law  Ihe  inhabitanls  of  the  other 
organized  eonnties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sk(J.  2.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Newaygo,  on  the 
first  Tuesda.v  of  November,  1851,  all  tlie  several  connty  officers  to  which 
by  law  the  said  county  is  entitled,  and  said  election  sliall  in  all  respects 
be  condmted  and  held  in  the  manner  jirescribed  by  law  for  holding  ele<-- 
tions  for  count.v  and  State  olticers:  Prorideit.  That  the  connly  officers 
so  to  be  elected  shall  l)e  (pialilied  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  re- 
si)ective  otTices  on  the  first  ^londa.v  in  .lannary.  1S.~)2:  I'lorided  further. 
That  until  such  count.y  officers  are  elected  and  t|ualitied.  tlu^  proper  county 
officers  of  the  county  of  Kent  shall  ]ierfoiiii  all  tlie  duties  appertaining 
to  the  said  county  of  Xewaygo.  in  the  same  miiiiiier  as  though  this  act 
iiad  not  i)assed. 

Skc.  3.  The  boai'd  of  canvassers  in  said  county  umler  this  act  shall  con- 
sist of  the  i)residiiig  inspectors  of  elections  from  each  township  therein; 
and  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  county  seat  of  said  county  at  the 
time  apj)oinled  by  law  for  the  <ount.v  canvass,  and  immediately  after  the 
election,  authorized  in  the  second  section  of  this  act.  and  organize  li.v 
;iy)i)ointing  one  of  their  number  chairman  and  another  secretary  of  said 
board,  and  shall  I  hereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  boaid 
of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  elections  foi-  coiinly  and 
Slate  officeis. 

A  [(proved  .Iiiiic  27.  ls."l . 

('ount.yseal  Xewaygo.  It  derives  its  name  from  an  Indian  word 
signifying  "much  \\;iter."      \\  beciinie  ;m  incorpoi.iicd  vilhi^ic  in   IS(;7. 
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XOTIPEKAGO    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Section  5.  That  portion  of  the  State  lying  in  towns  17,  18,  19  and  20 
north,  and  west  of  the  line  between  ranges  14  and  15  w^est,  shall  be  laid  off 
as  a  separate  countj^  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  count}^  of 
Notipekago. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  2.  The  name  of  the  county  of  Notipekago,  as  now  organized  by 
law,  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Mason. 

Approved  March  8,  1843. 


OAKLAND    COTTNTY. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas',  A  petition  has  been  presented  to  me,  signed  by  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  the  said  Territory,  requesting  that  the  boundaries  of  a 
new  county,  and  the  seat  of  justice  thereof,  may  be  established  by  an  act 
of  the  Executive,  which  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  arrival  of  a  period 
when  its  population  will  probably  require  such  measure; 

Notv  therefore.  Believing  that  a  compliance  with  this  request  will  have 
a  tendency  to  increase  the  population  of  such  part  of  the  Territory  as  may 
be  included  within  these  boundaries,  and  to  prevent  those  difficulties 
which  sometimes  arise  from  the  establishment  of  counties  where  the 
settlements  are  formed,  and  conflicting  opinions  and  interests  are  to  be 
reconciled.  I  do,  by  virtue  of  these  presents  and  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  July  thirteenth,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  lay  out  that  part  of  the  said  Territory 
included  within  the  following  boundaries,  viz.:  Beginning  at  the  south- 
east: corner  of  township  number  one,  in  range  number  eleven  north  of  the 
base  line;  thence  north  to  the  northeastern  corner  of  township  number 
six  in  the  same  range;  thence  west  to  the  Indian  boundary  line;  thence 
south  to  the  base  line;  thence  east  to  the  place  of  beginning,  into  a  new 
county  to  be  called  the  county  of  Oakland. 

And  I  do  hereby  appoint  John  L.  Leib,  Charles  Larned,  Phillip  Lecuyer, 
John  Whipple,  and  Thomas  Rowland,  Esquires,  commissioners  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  said  county,  and  of  reporting  to  me  the  most 
eligible  site  for  the  seat  of  justice  thereof. 

And  so  much  of  this  proclamation  as  relates  to  the  establishment  or 
organization  and  boundaries  of  the  said  county,  shall  take  effect  and  be 
in  force  from  and  after  the  31st  day  of  December,  which  will  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  unless  the 
Governor  of  the  said  Territory,  or  other  competent  authority  for  the  time 
being,  shall  think  proper  sooner  to  determine  this  limitation ;  and  so  much 
of  this  proclamation  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  the  said  commis- 
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sioners,  and  to  tlipir  examination  and  report,  shall  takr  otTect  and  bo  in 
loj'ce  from  and  after  the  date  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  i)atent,  and 
the  great  seal  of  the  said  Territory  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Detroit  thi.s  twelfth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eij^ht  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  of  the  Independ- 
ence of  the  I'nited  Stales  the  forty-third. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

/■?//  the  Governor: 

William  Woodbridge.  Secretar]/  of  Michujan  Tcrritori/. 

A   TROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  residing  within  that  part  of  the  territory,  in- 
cluded in  the  county  of  Oakland,  as  the  sanu^  was  laid  off'  l)y  an  j;ct  of 
of  the  Governor  of  this  territory,  bearing  date  the  ^'2\h  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundrt'd  and  nineteen,  have 
requested  that  the  said  county  should  be  organized; 

Noic,  Therefore,  I  do,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of 
(^'ongress,  passed  July  l.'i,  1787,  determine  the  limitation  in  the  said  act 
of  the  governor  of  this  territory,  and  I  do  hereby  declare  the  tract  of 
eountiy.  included  within  the  said  boundaries,  to  be  the  county  of  Oak- 
land, and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  henceforth  entitled  to  all  rights  and 
]»rivi leges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  this 
territory  are  entitled. 

And  I  do,  in  conformity  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  act  aforesaid,  establish  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  said  county  at 
ihe  town  of  Pontine. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made 
patent,  and  the  great  seal  of  the  said  territory  to  be  hereunto 
{l.  s.]  affixed.  Done  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  this  28th  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty', and  of  the  Independence  of  the  LTnited  States  the  forty- 
fourth. 

LEW.  CASS. 
By  the  Governor: 

\\'m.  WooDnuiDGE,  Secretarij  of  Mic]ii(/<iii  Tcrrilnrn. 

A    PROOLAMATION. 

The  county  of  Onldand,  established  by  an  executive  act  of  January  12, 
18U».  shall  be  bounded  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  base  line,  between  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  ranges, 
east  of  the  pi'incipal  meridian,  and  running  thence  west,  to  the  line  be- 
tween the  sixth  and  seventh  I'anges.  east  of  the  principal  meridian; 
thence  iioilh.to  the  line  between  townshijis  nuinl»ere(l  live  and  six,  north 
of  the  ]»ase  line;  Ihence  east,  to  the  line  between  the  eleventh  and  twelfth 
I'.inges,  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  south  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. 

The  counties  of  Lapeer,  Snnilae,  Saf/inav\  and  Shiawassee,  shall  be 
attached  to,  and  compose  a  jiart  of  the  county  of  Oakland. 

.\ii(l  all  the  counlrv.  nui  included  Nvithin  the  lioiindaries  of  ;in\   of  the 
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before  described  counties,  to  whicli  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  by 
tlie  treaty  of  Saginaw^,  sliall  be  attached  to,  and  compose  a  part  of,  the 
county  of  Oakland. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  patent,  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  said  Territory  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  this  tenth  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
two^  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty- 
seventh. 

LEW.  CASS. 
By  the  Governor: 

Secretary  of  Michigan  Territory. 

Oakland. — Named  from  the  prevalence  of  "  oak  openings." 
County-seat,  Pontiac.  First  settled  in  1818,  by  the  Pontiac  Land  Com- 
pany. Became  a  village  by  charter  in  1857,  and  in  1861  was  incorporated 
as  a  city. 

OCEANA  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Section  8.  That  the  country  included  within  the  following  boundaries 
to  wit:  beginning  at  the  point  where  the  line  between  ranges  8  and  9 
west  intersects  the  line  between  townships  8  and  9  north;  thence  west 
to  the  line  between  ranges  12  and  13;  thence  north  to  the  line  between 
townships  10  and  11;  thence  west  to  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan;  thence 
north  on  the  shore  of  said  Lake  to  the  line  between  townships  12  and  13; 
thence  east  to  the  line  between  ranges  8  and  9;  thence  south  to  the  place 
of  beginning^  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county 
by  the  name  of  Oceana. 
Approved  March  2,  1831. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact: 

Section  3.  That  the  county  of  Oceana  shall  be  organized,  and  shall 
comprise  townships  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen^  and  sixteen  north,  of  each 
of  the  ranges  numbered  fifteen,  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen  west, 
and  the  fractional  townships  numbered  thirteen,  fourteen,  and  fifteen^ 
north,  of  range  nineteen  west. 

Sec.  7.  Three  townships  are  hereby  erected  in  the  county  of  Oceana, 
to  be  called  Pentwater,  Stony  Creek^  and  Clay  Banks;  the  township  of 
Pentwater  shall  comprise  all  of  said  county  of  Oceana  lying  north  of  the 
division  line  between  townships  fifteen  and  sixteen  north,  and  the  first 
township  meeting  therein  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Edwin  R.  Cobb; 
the  township  of  Stony  Creek  shall  comprise  so  much  of  the  territory  of 
said  county  as  lies  south  of  said  township  of  Pentwater  and  north  of 
of  the  divisioiFline  between  townships  thirteen  and  fourteen  north,  and 
also  sections  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  and  six,  of  township  thirteen 
north,  of  range  eighteen  west,  and  the  first  township  meeting  therein 
shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  at  the  Stony  Creek  Mills, 
so  called;  the  township  of  Clay  Banks  shall  comprise  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  territory  of  said  county  of  Oceana,  and  the  first  township 
meeting  therein  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  John  Barp. 
39 
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Sec.  8.  The  board  of  suju'ivisors  shall  have  iiowcr  to  locate  the  coun- 
ty seat. 

Sec.  9.  An  election  for  townshij)  and  county  officers  shall  be  held  at 
the  time  ju-cscribed  by  statute  for  tlie  annual  election  of  township  officers 
in  the  various  towns  in  the  State. 

Sec.  10.  The  inspectors  of  election  in  the  townshij)  of  Stony  Creek 
shall,  for  the  purpose  of  such  election,  constitute  the  board  of  county 
canvassers  for  the  county  of  Oceana,  and  shall  meet  to  canvass  the  votes 
given  at  such  election  for  county  officers  on  the  first  Tuesday  succeeding 
such  election;  and  the  inspectors  of  election  in  the  several  towns  of  the 
county  shall  make  return  of  the  votes  given  at  such  elect i(Ui  in  their 
respective  townshijts  for  county  officers,  to  the  respective  boards  of  coun- 
ty canvassers  hereljy  constituted,  on  or  before  the  first  Tuesday  succeed- 
ing such  election,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  11.  The  county  hereby  organized  shall  be  a  body  corporate  and 
politic,  and  shall  possess  all  the  ])Owers  and  be  subject  to  all  the  liabili-* 
ties  usual  in  counties  in  the  State:  Proiidrd.  The  several  county  officers 
elected  at  the  election  herein  ])rovid('d  for.  shall  take  the  oath  of  office, 
and  file  bonds  where  any  arc  reijuired,  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  next.  All  acts 
or  parts  of  acts  contravening  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  12.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  February  13.  1855. 

County-seat,  Hart,  a  village  in  Hart  township  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan. 

OGE.MA^V  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Seiuih   and  Hoiisr  of  h'e  present  at  irej!t  of  the  .S7rt/c  of 

Miehif/an: 

Section  13.  That  portion  of  the  State  embraced  in  towns  21,  22,  2.3 
and  24  north,  of  ranges  1,  2,  3.  and  4  west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate 
county,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of  Ogemaw. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

An  act  organizing  the  county  of  Ogemaw  was  appi^oved  Ajuil  27.  1875. 
County-seat,  West  I'.rancli. 

OMEEXA   COT'XTV. 

Be  it  enacted  hii  the  i^cnate  and  Ifoiisr  of  It'c/irt srntatireft  of  the  State  of 

Michxfjan: 

Section  19.  That  part  of  the  State  embraced  in  towns  '17),  20,  and 
27  north,  of  ranges  0,  10.  11.  and  12  west,  and  town  2S  of  ranges  9  and 
10  west,  and  in<liiding  all  the  peninsula  at  the  head  of  (li-and  Traverse 
bay,  shall  be  laid  olT  as  a  separate  county,  to  Ik-  knttwii  and  desif^ualecl 
as  the  count  of  Onieena. 

Approved  April    1.   ls|(i. 

The  name  of  this  county  was  changed  to  (Irand  Tia\erse  by  act  of 
the  Legislature,  approved  April  7lli.  1S51. 
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ONTONAGON  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  5.  All  that  portion  of  the  State  embraced  within  the  line  be- 
tween ranges  37  and  38  west,  the  north  boundary  of  township  41,  the 
Montreal  river  and  Lake  Superior,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county, 
to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of  Ontonojon;  together  with 
the  Isle  Koyal  of  Lake  Superior. 

Approved  March  1),  1843. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Sec.  3.  All  that  portion  of  the  State  embraced  within  the  line  be- 
tween ranges  thirty-seven  and  thirty-eight  west,  the  north  boundary  of 
township  forty-one.  the  Montreal  river  and  Lake  Superior,  shall  be  laid 
off  as  a  separate  county  and  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of 
Ontonagon. 

Approved  April  3,  1848. 

County-seat  at  the  village  of  Ontonagon. 

Ontonagon— an  Indian  name  derived  from  Xunda-norgan,  hunting 
river. 

OSCEOLA  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Miehigan  enact,  That  the  county 
of  Osceola  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  to  which  by  law 
the  inhabitants  of  the  other  organized  counties  of  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  The  county-seat  of  said  county  shall  be  and  is  hereby  located 
at  the  village  of  Hersey,  and  upon  such  grounds  as  shall  be  donated  to 
the  county  for  that  purpose,  such  donation  to  include  at  least  one  acre 
of  land;  and  James  Kenedy,  Lynns  F.  Stevens,  and  Alanson  D.  Wood, 
of  said  county,  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  select  such 
location. 

Sec.  3.  At  the  annual  township  meeting,  in  the  year  1869,  the  electors 
of  said  county  shall  elect  the  proper  officers  for  said  county,  whose  terms 
of  office  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January.  1871,  and  when  their 
successors  shall  be  duly  elected  and  qualified;  said  so  elected  officers 
shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next  ensuing,  after  such  election, 
take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  to  be  taken  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  this  State,  and  shall  have  and  possess  all  the 
powers,  and  discharge  the  duties  conferred  upon  or  required  of  county 
officers  in  this  State,  and  shall  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  such  duties 
on  the  first  day  of  July  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  The  supervisors  who  may  be  elected  at  said  annual  township 
m^eeting,  in  their  several  townships  in  said  Osceola  county,  shall  be  a 
board  of  canvassers  for  said  county,  for  the  first  election  of  county  officers 
of  said  county;  and  for  the  purpose  of  such  canvass,  shall  meet  at  the 
village  of  Hersey,  on  the  second  Tuesday  next  ensuing  after  said  election, 
to  which  board  the  proper  township  officers  shall  make  returns  of  such 
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votes,  on  or  before  the  day  of  meetiiijj:  of  said  Itoaid.  as  provided  in 
this  scrtion;  and  said  board  is  hereby  authorized,  and  it  is  hereby  made 
their  duty  to  approve  tlie  i)roi»er  bonds  of  the  county  ollicers,  except 
sucli  bonds  as  are  recpiired  to  be  approved  by  the  circuit  judj,'e,  and 
such  bonds  may  be  ajtproved  by  tlie  judge  of  the  fourteenth  judicial 
circuit. 

Sec.  5.  Said  county  is  hereby  created  and  declared  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  with  all  the  i»owers  and  duties  conferred  upon  or  required 
of  orjjanized  counties  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Stale. 

Sec.  0.  The  rejjister  of  deeds  of  said  county  shall  make  transcripts 
of  all  records  in  other  counties  necessary  to  be  and  appear  upon  the 
records  of  the  said  county  of  Osceola. 

Sec.  7.  The  said  county  of  Osceola,  until  fully  or^janized  and  offi- 
cered, according  to  the  jirovisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain  attached  to 
the  county  of  Mecosta,  for  judicial,  municipal  and  other  purjmscs;  and 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  authority  of  the 
otticers  of  said  Mecosta  county,  within  said  Osceola  county,  until  the 
election  and  (lualification  of  the  county  officers  of  said  Osceola  county, 
as  provided  in  this  act. 

Sec.  8.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  March  17,  1861K 

Osceola  counly  was  laid  out  in  1S4()  as  the  county  of  I'nwatlin. 

The  seat  of  justice  for  Osceola  county  is  at  llersey,  a  village  on  the 
Muskegon  river,  first  settled  in  1SG7.  This  connly  was  nnmed  from  the 
Seminole  chief  of  that  name. 

OSCODA  COUNTY. 

JSr  it  riHictcd  hii  titr  s^naf)'  <ni<1  House  of  Reprcsoitathcs  of  tlic  State  of 

Miehif/(ni : 

Sec.  1G.  That  portion  of  the  State  emln-aced  in  towns  twenty-five, 
twenty-six,  twenty-seven  and  twenty-eight  nortli.  oi  ranges  one,  two, 
three,  and  four  east,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known 
and  designated  as  the  countv  of  Oscoda. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

OKKUDDO  COUNTY. 

/>'r  it  enueted  J)//  tlir  Srmitr  iniil  lltnisi   of  Jxcjtn soitdtins  of  the  St(tt<    of 

Michiqau: 

Sec.  22.  That  portion  of  the  Stale  embraced  in  towns  2I>,  .'{(),  :>1  and 
.".2  north,  of  ranges  1,  2.  H  and  4  west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate 
county,  lo  b<'  known  and  designated  as  the  county  <»f  Okkuddo. 

Approved  April  1.  IS  10. 

/.'<■   it  riKicfnl  hji  Hit    Snxili    <tn<l   House  uf   l>ii>nsnitotin s  of  the  Stiilr  of 

Miehif/dii : 

Sec.  11.  The  name  of  the  county  of  (JkUnddo,  as  now  oig;Mii/<'(l  by 
law,  is  hereby  <lia?igi'd  to  that  of  Otsego. 

.\ppro\fd   Maicli  s.   1st:',. 
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OTSEGO  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michif/an  enact,  That  the  county 
of  Otsego,  consisting  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the  present  county 
of  Otsego,  being  townships  twenty-nine,  thirty,  and  thirty-one  north,  of 
ranges  one,  two,  three,  and  four  west,  and  township  thirty-two  north,  of 
ranges  one,  two,  and  three  west,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized 
into  a  separate  county  by  the  name  of  Otsego,  and  the  inhabitants  there- 
of shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  powers,  and  immunities,  to 
which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties  in  this  State 
are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  township  meeting  of  the  several  townships  in  said 
county,  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  next,  there  shall  be  an 
election  of  all  the  county  officers  to  which,  by  law,  the  said  county  is 
entitled,  who  shall  hold  their  several  offices  until  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.  D.  1877,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and 
qualified;  said  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  way,  by  the  same 
officers,  and  the  returns  thereof  made  in  the  same  manner,  as  near  as 
may  be,  as  is  now  required  by  law  in  the  election  of  county  officers  in 
this  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  county  canvass  of  the  votes  cast  for  county  officers  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  election,  at  the  village 
of  Otsego  Lake,  in  the  county  aforesaid;  and  said  canvass  shall  be  con- 
ducted in  the  same  way,  and  by  the  same  officers  as  the  requirements 
of  la.w  now  provide  in  organized  counties,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  by  the 
appointment  by  the  board  of  canvassers  of  one  of  their  own  number  to 
act  as  secretary  to  said  board  of  county  canvassers. 

Sec.  4.  The  location  of  the  county-seat  of  said  county  shall  be  de- 
termined by  the  vote  of  the  electors  of  said  county  at  a  special  election, 
which  is  hereby  appointed  to  be  held  by  the  several  townships  of  said 
county,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1876.  There  shall  be  written 
or  printed  on  the  ballots  there  polled  by  the  qualified  electors-  of  said 
county,  the' name  of  one  place,  and  the  place  which  shall  receive  the 
highest  number  of  votes  cast  at  such  election  shall  be  the  county-seat 
of  the  county  of  Otsego. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  boards  of  township  inspec- 
tors in  each  of  the  townships  of  the  said  county  to  conduct  the  elections 
authorized  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  make  returns  thereof  in 
accordance  with  the  general  provisions  of  law^  for  conducting  general 
elections  in  this  State,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  thereto. 

Sec.  6.  The  board  of  county  canvassers  for  the  special  election  for 
locating  the  county-seat  shall  consist  of  the  persons  appointed  on  the 
day  of  such  special  election  by  the  several  boards  of  township  inspectors, 
and  said  board  of  county  canvassers  shall  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday 
succeeding  the  day  of  said  special  election,  at  the  village  of  Otsego 
Lake,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  having  appointed  one  of  their  number 
chairman,  and  the  county  clerk  of  said  county  acting  as  secretary,  shall 
proceed  to  canvass  the  votes,  and  determine  the  location  of  the  county- 
seat  in  accordance  therewith;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of 
said  board  to  file  a  copy  of  the  determination  of  said  board  as  to  the 
location  of  the  county-seat,  signed  and  certified  by  him,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  chairman,  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  with  the  town- 
ship clerks  of  the  several  townships  in  said  county. 

Sec.  7.     The   county-seat  for   said   county   of   Otsego   shall   be   tern- 
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porarily  located  at  the  villajj:e  of  Otsojjo  Lake,  in  said  county,  until  the 
county  scat  lias  been  located  as  ju-ovidcd  for  in  section  four  of  this  act. 

Si:c.  s.  The  said  county  of  Otsego,  when  so  organized,  shall  be  in 
the  eightfcnth  judicial  circuit. 

Skc.  J).  The  register  of  deeds  of  said  county  shall  make,  or  cause  to 
bo  made,  a  transcript  of  all  records  made  in  other  counties  which  are 
necessary  to  be  and  ai>pear  upon  the  records  of  said  county  of  Otsego; 
and  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county  shall,  within  one  year  after 
the  first  meeting  of  the  board,  make  |)rovision  for  defraying  the  expense 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  10.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish  the 
Idwnshij*  clerk  of  the  township  of  Otsego  Lake  with  a  certified  copy 
ot  this  act;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  clerk  to  give  the  same  notice 
of  the  elections  to  be  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  that  is  re- 
quired by  law  to  be  given  by  the  sheriff  of  organized  counties. 

Sec.  11.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  eirccl. 

Aj)proved  .^farch  12,  1S75. 

Otsego  county — Seat  of  justice  at  Otsego  Lake. 

OTTA^^•A   COUNTY. 

lie  it  cnuctcd  bi/  the  Jjcpislative  GouncU  of  the  Tcrritori/  of  Micliujan: 

Section  5.  That  tlie  couhti-y  included  within  the  following  limits, 
to  wit:  west  of  the  line  between  ranges  twelve  and  thirteen,  west,  and 
<>ast  of  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan;  south  of  the  line  between  townships 
ten  and  eleven;  north  of  the  line  between  townships  four  and  five  north 
of  the  base  line,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  olT  into  a  sejtarate  county, 
by  the  name  of  Ottawa. 
Approved  March  2.  ISai. 

lie  it  e)i(ict((l  1)1/  the  Sctiatc  (unl  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Mich  if /an: 

Section  2.  That  the  county  of  Ottawa  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
organized  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the.  inhabitants  of  the  other  counti(»s  are 
entitled. 

Sec.  .*'.  All  suits.  ]ii(»sc(nt ions  and  ollu'r  matters  now  pending  be- 
fore any  court,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace*  of  eilhei-  of  llie  counties 
to  which  the  s;iid  county  of  Ottawa  is  now  attached,  for  judicial  i)ur- 
poses,  shall  be  pi-osecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  and  all  taxes 
lieretofore  levied  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this 
act  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  T).  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Ottawa  .shall  be  held, 
until  suitable  buildings  are  ei-ected  at  the  county-seat,  at  such  place  as 
the  county  c(»mmissioners  shall  j>rovide,  on  Thursday  of  the  s.ime  week 
in  which  sai<l  court   is  held  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

Sec  (I.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  county  of  Ottawa,  on  the  sec<uid 
Monday  of  April  next,  all  the  several  county  oflicers  to  which,  by  law, 
the  said  county  is  entitled,  and  whose  terms  of  office  shall  severally 
expire  at  the  time  the  same  would  hav<'  expii-ed  had  they  been  <'lected 
on  the  first  Monday  and  next  succ<'eding  day  of  Xovembei-,  in  the  year 
eighteen  liun<lred  and  Ihii'ty  six;  the  said  election  shall  in  all  i-espects 
be  conducted  iind  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for  h<>lding 
elections  for  cnunl\   and  Stnte  otiiceis. 
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Sec.  7.  In  the  said  county,  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  under 
this  act,  shall  consist  of  two  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  said  election 
from  each  township;  and  said  board  shall  meet  on  the  Thursday  next 
after  said  election,  at  the  county-seat,  at  one  o'clock  of  said  day,  and 
organize  by  the  appointment  of  one  of  their  number  chairman,  and 
another  secretary  of  said  board,  and  shall,  thereupon,  proceed  to  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary 
cases  of  elections  for  county  oflficers. 

Approved  December  29,  1837. 

Ottaw^a — An  Indian  name  signifying  traders^,  and  applied  to  a  pow- 
erful tribe  which  once  occupied  northwestern  Michigan.  The  seat  of 
justice  of  this  county  is  at  Grand  Haven.  Name  changed  from  Ottawa 
to  Grand  Haven,  March  20th,  1863. 


PRESQUE  ISLE  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Michigan: 

Section  25.  That  portion  of  the  State  lying  north  of  the  line  be- 
tween towns  32  and  33  north,  and  east  of  the  line  between  ranges  one 
and  two  east,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and 
designated  as  the  county  of  Presque  Isle. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact.  That  the;  county 
of  Presque  Isle,  consisting  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the  present 
county  of  Presque  Isle,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized  into  a  sep- 
arate county,  by  the  name  of  Presque  Isle,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  powers,  and  immunities  to  which 
by  law  the  inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties  in  this  State  are 
entitled. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  election  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  next, 
the  several  county  oflficers  of  said  county  of  Presque  Isle  shall  be  elected. 
Such  election  of  such  officers  and  the  canvass  thereof  shall  be  conducted 
in  the  manner  described  by  law:  Provided,  That  the  county  canvass  of 
such  election  shall  be  held  at  the  office  of  the  township  clerk  of  the 
township  of  Rogers,  on  the  Monday  next  succeeding  such,  election;  and 
the  oflficers  so  elected  shall  qualify  and  enter  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive offices  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  May  next,  and  that  their  several 
terms  of  office  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January.  1873. 

Sec.  3.  The  county-seat  of  said  county  is  hereby  located  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Rogers  City,  in  said  county,  for  the  time  being,  and  the  same 
shall  so  remain  located  until  removed  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
said  county  pursuant  to  law;  and  the  county  clerk  shall  provide  a  suit- 
able seal  and  all  the  necessary  books  for  the  use  of  the  circuit  court 
of  said  county;  and  the  sheriff  shall  provide  a  suitable  place  for  holding 
said  court,  at  the  expense  of  said  county,  until  a  suitable  place  for 
holding  such  court  is  provided  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said 
county. 

Sec.  4.  Said  county  shall  be  in  the  18th  judicial  circuit,  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  two  courts  therein  each  year. 
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Sec.  5.  If,  for  any  reason,  the  election  should  not  be  held  on  the  first 
i^Ionday  of  April.  ISTl,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  it  to  be  held  any  time  there- 
after by  jjivinj;  ten  days'  notice,  which  notice  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  township  clerk  to  give;  and  the  canvass  of  the  votes  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  election,  as  montinned  in  section  two 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  aforesaid  township  clerk  to  post 
notices  for  the  election  of  a  circuit  judge  of  the  18th  j\idicial  circuit, 
in  the  usual  manner  for  such  election,  at  least  three  days  previous  to  the 
day  of  election. 

Sec.  7.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  March  31,  1871. 

County-seat  of  Presque  Isle  county,  Rogers  City. 
KOSTOMMOX    rOT'NTY. 

Section  1.  The  Fcopk'  of  the  >itate  of  Michigan  enact.  That  the 
county  of  Koscomnion,  consisting  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the  pres- 
ent unorganized  county  of  Roscommon,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organ- 
ized into  a  separate  county  by  the  name  of  Roscommon,  and  the  in- 
habitants thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  powers,  and  im- 
munities to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  other  organized  counties 
in  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  township  meeting  of  the  several  townships  in  said 
count}',  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  Apiil  next,  there  shall  l)e  an  elec- 
tion of  all  the  county  ofticers  to  which  by  law  the  said  county  is 
entitled,  who  shall  hold  their  several  offices  until  the  first  day  of  January, 
A.  D.,  1877,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and 
qualified;  said  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  way,  by  the  same 
officers,  and  the  returns  thereof  nuule  in  the  same  manner,  as  near  as 
nuiy  b«^  as  is  now  required  by  law  in  the  election  of  county  officers  in 
this  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  location  of  the  county-Beat  of  said  county  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  vote  of  the  electors  of  said  county  by  ballot,  at  a  special 
election  to  be  held  for  that  puri)ose  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1S77. 
The  ballots  may  be  written  or  prinled,  oi-  ]»art  written  and  part  pi'inted. 
and  shall  each  designate  one  i)lace  foi-  the  location  of  the  counfy-seat, 
and  the  vote  shall  be  canvassed  and  llie  returns  thereof  made  in  the 
same  manner  as  near  as  may  be  as  jirovided  in  section  two  of  this  act, 
and  the  place  which  shall  receive  the  highest  number  of  votes  cast  at 
such  election  shall  be  the  county-seat  of  Roscommon  county;  and  the 
county  canvass  shall  be  had  within  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner, as  near  as  may  be,  as  is  now  i<M]iiired  liy  law  in  general  elections 
in  this  State. 

Sjcc.  J.  Tile  connly  canvass  ai  llie  votes  cast  for  county  officers  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  election,  at  IJoscomnion 
Station,  in  the  county  aforesaid;  and  said  canvass  shall  be  conducted 
in  the  same  way  as  the  i*e(|uirements  of  law  now  ])rovide  in  organized 
counties,  as  nearly  as  may  1m'.  The  board  f>f  c<)unty  canvasM'rs  shall  have 
power  to  ap|»oint  orn>  of  their  own  number  secretary  of  said  board,  and 
it  shaU  be  the  duly  of  the  s<'crelary  of  said  board  to  file  a  ct)py  of  the 
determinalioii  of  said  board  as  to  the  location  of  the  county-seat,  signed 
and  cerlitied  Ity  hiiii,  and  coiinleisi^xned  by  the  chairman,  with  the  chu'k 
of  saiil  comity  within   ten  (hiys  alter  lie  sli;ill   have  i|ii;ilitii(|. 
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Sec.  5.  The  county  treasurer,  sheriff,  and  county  clerk  of  said  county 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  locate  the  county-seat  temporarily^ 
until  located  as  provided  by  section  three  of  this  act^  and  shall  file  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  county  clerk,  each  a  certificate,  signed  by 
a  majority  of  them,  describing  the  place  where  they  have  located  the 
same. 

Sec.  6.  All  suits,  proceedings,  and  other  matters  now  pending,  or  that 
may  be  pending  on  the  second  Tuesday  succeeding  the  first  Monday  of 
April  next,  before  any  court  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of 
Midland,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  and  all 
taxes  heretofore  levied  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
this  act  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  7.  The  register  of  deeds  of  said  county  shall  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  a  transcript  of  all  records  made  in  other  counties  which  are 
necessary  to  appear  upon  the  records  of  said  county  of  Roscommon;  and 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county  shall,  within  one  year  after  the 
first  Slonday  of  April  next,  make  provision  for  defraying  the  expense 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  The  said  county  of  Roscommon  shall  be  a  part  of  the  twenty- 
first  judicial  circuit. 

Sec.  9.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish  the  clerk 
of  the  township  of  Higgins  a  certified  copy  of  this  act;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  said  clerk  to  give  the  same  notice  of  the  election  to  be  held 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  that  is  required  by  law  to  be  given  by 
the  sheriff  of  other  organized  counties. 

Sec.  10.     This  act  shall  take  immediate  effect. 

Approved  March  20,  1875. 

The  county  of  Roscommon  was  laid  off  in  1840  as  the  county  of 
Mikenauk. 

Roscommon  county — seat  of  justice,  Roscommon. 


SAGINAW  COUNTY. 

A  PROCLAMATION  BY  LEWIS  CASS,  GOVERNOR  IN  AND  OVER  THE  TERRITORY 

OF  MICHIGAN. 

And  I  have  also  thought  it  expedient  to  lay  out  the  following  counties, 
that  is  to  say: 

All  the  country  included  within  the  following  boundaries:  beginning 
on  the  principal  meridian,  where  the  line  between  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  townships  north  of  the  base  line  intersects  the  same,  and  run- 
ning thence  south,  to  the  line  between  the  eighth  and  ninth  townships, 
north  of  the  base  line;  thence  east  to  the  line  between  the  sixht  and 
seventh  ranges  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  north  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  line  betw^een  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  townships 
north  of  the  base  line;  thence  west  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  form 
a  county,  to  be  called  the  county  of  Saginatv. 

And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  county  herein  "laid  out,"  to  wit: 
the  county  of  ^^ar/inaiv,  shall  be  organized  whenever,  hereafter,  the 
competent  authority  for  the  time  being  shall  so  determine,  and  that 
until  then  the  said  county  shall  be  attached  to,  and  compose  part  of  the 
county  now  organized,  in  the  following  manner: 
40 
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The  county  of  SagiiMic  shall  be  attached  to  and  compose  a  part  of  the 
county  of  Oakland. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent, 
and  the  great  seal  of  the  said  territory  to  be  hereunto  aflSxed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  this  tenth  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  ei*,dit  liundred  and  twenty-two,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  fortv-seveuth. 

LEW.  CASS. 

lit/  the  Governor: 

i^eoretarii  of  Michu/an   Territory. 

lie  it  enacted  bif  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territorij  of  Michigan: 

Section  9.  That  the  county  of  Saginaw  shall  be  bounded  as  follows, 
to  wit:  beginning  at  the  point  where  the  line  between  ranges  0  and  7 
east  intersects  the  line  between  townships  8  and  9  north;  thence  west  to 
the  meridian ;  thence  north  on  the  meridian  line  to  the  line  between 
townships  12  and  13;  thence  east  to  the  line  between  ranges  2  and  3  east; 
thence  north  to  the  liae  between  townships  14  and  15;  thence  east  to 
the  line  between  ranges  G  and  7  east;  thence  south  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, containing  32  townships. 
Approved  March  2,  1831. 

lie  it. enacted  hi/  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Section  1.  That  the  county  of  Saginaw  shall  be  organized  from  and 
after  the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  i>rivileges  to  which  by  law  tlic  inhabitants  of  the 
^)11ier  counties  in  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  suits,  i)rosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  the  courts  of  record  of  Oakland  county,  or  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  said  county,  shall  be  pro.secuted  to  final  judgment  and 
execution;  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due  shall  be  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said  count}'  of  Saginaw  had  not  been 
organized. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Saginaw  shall  be 
holden  on  such  days  as  shall  be  jirovided  by  law. 

Sfc.  4.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sherilT  of  the  county  of  Sag- 
inaw (until  public  buildings  are  erected  in  said  county),  to  provide  a 
convenient  jilace,  at  or  near  the  county  site,  for  the  holding  of  said 
court. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  township  board  for  the  township  of  Saginaw  shall, 
until  there  be  three  townships  organiz(Ml  in  said  county,  sit  as  a  county 
])oard  for  said  county,  and  are  hereby  aiitlwtri/ed  lo  transact  all  busi- 
ness now  incumbent  on  the  board  of  super\  isois  in  the  resjiective  counties 
in  this  territory. 

Sec.  G.  That  this  act  sliall  take  ell'ect  and  be  in  f(»rce  from  and  after 
the  second  Monday  of  February  next. 

Approved  January  28,  1835. 

Saginaw. — An  Indian  name  derived  from  ^acenong.  oi*  Sac  town. 
County  seat.  Saginaw  City. 


REPORTS    OF     COUNTIES,     ETC.  315 

SANILAC  COUNTY. 

And  I  have  also  thouglit  it  expedient  to  lav  out  the  following  county, 
that  is  to  say: 

All  the  country  included  in  the  following  boundaries:  beginning  on 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  where  the  northern  boundary  of  the  county  of  St.  Clair  intersects 
the  same;  thence  west  to  the  line  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  ranges, 
east  to  the  principal  meridian;  thence  north  to  a  point  ten  miles  north 
of  the  shore  of  Saginaw  Bay;  thence  northeast  to  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  province  of  Upper  Canada;  thence 
with  the  said  boundary  to  the  place  of  beginning;  shall  form  a  county, 
to  be  called  the  county  of  Sanilac. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  this  tenth  day  of  September,  A.  D., 
1822,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  the  forty-seventh. 

LEW.  CASS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  all  that  part  of  the  county  of  St.  Clair^  com- 
prised in  townships  number  nine  and  ten  north,  of  ranges  numbers  13, 
14^  15,  16,  and  17  east,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  annexed  to  and  made 
a  part  of  the  county  of  Sanilac. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  county  of  Sanilac,  including  the  territory  annexed 
thereto  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  shall  become  duly  organized, 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  afl  the  rights,  privileges  and 
immunities,  to  which  b.y  law  the  inhabitants  of  other  counties  of  this 
state  are  entitled,  from  and  after  the  31st  day  of  December,  A.  D.,  1849. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Sanilac,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  November^  A.  D.,  1819,  all  the  several  county  officers 
to  which  by  law  the  said  county  is  entitled,  and  said  election  shall  in 
all  respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for 
holding  elections  for  county  and  state  officers. 

Sec.  4.  All  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending,  or 
which  shall  be  pending  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1849,  before  any 
court  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  to  which  the  said 
county  of  Sanilac  is  attached  for  judicial  purposes,  shall  be  prosecuted  to 
final  judgment  and  execution  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied,  or  which 
shall  be  levied  in  accordance  with  law,  previous  to  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1849,  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this 
act  had  not  passed. 

Sec.  5.  The  board  of  canvassers  in  said  countj-,  under  this  act,  shall 
consist  of  two  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  election  from  each  township 
therein,  and  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  county-seat  at  the  time 
appointed  by  law  for  the  county  canvass,  and  immediately  after  the 
election  authorized  in  the  third  section  of  this  act,  and  organize  by 
appointing  one  of  their  number  chairman  and  another  secretary  of  said 
board,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a 
board  of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  elections  for  county 
and  state  officers. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  county  seat  of  said  county  of  Sanilac  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  fixed  at  the  village  of  Lexington  in  said  count}^  until  the  year 
1853,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Sanilac, 
at  the  expense  of  said  county,  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisors 


31(5  PIONEER     SOCIETY     OF     MICHIGAN. 

thereof,  to  provide  a  suitable  place  for  holding  courts  in  said  county,  at 
or  near  the  couutj  seat,  until  public  buildinj^s  sluUl  be  erected  for  that 
purpose. 

Approved  April  3,  1848. 

County  seat,  Lexington,  an  incorporated  village  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Huron. 


►SCUUOLCKAFT    COUNTY. 

Be  it  cnactrd  />//  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprescutatUcs  of  the  State  of 

Michiijan: 

Section  4.  All  that  portion  of  the  State  embraced  within  "the  limits 
hereinafter  specified  shall  be  laid  oil"  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known 
and  designated  ns  the  county  of  Schoolcraft,  to  wit:  beginning  at  a 
point  in  Lake  Superior,  north  of  the  line  between  ranges  twelve  and 
thirteen  west,  thence  west  along  the  margin  of  said  lake  to  the  line 
between  ranges  2.3  and  24  west,  thence  south  along  said  line  to  the  north 
boundary  of  township  41,  thence  east  to  the  line  between  ranges  12  and 
13  west,  together  with  (Irand  Island  on  Lake  Superior. 

Approved   April   3,    1848. 

Seat  of  justice  for  Schoolcraft  county,  Onota,  a  village  on  Grand 
Island  harbor,  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Superior. 


SHAWONO    COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Miehiffan: 

Section  17.  The  portion  of  the  state  embraced  in  towns  25,  26,  27 
and  28  north,  of  ranges  1,  2,  3  and  4  west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate 
county,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  county  of  Shawono. 

Approved  April  1,  1S40. 

Be  it  cuacted  Ifij  the  Scmilr  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Miehiffun: 

Section  8.  The  name  of  the  county  of  Shawono,  as  now  organized  by 
law,  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Crawford. 

Apjuoved  Slarch  8,  1843. 


SiilAWASSKE   COUNTY. 

And  I  have  thought  it  expedient  (o  lay  out  the  following  county. 
that  is  to  say: 

All  the  country  included  within  the  following  boundaries:  beginning 
on  the  principjil  meridian,  where  the  line  between  the  eighth  and  ninlli 
towiisliips  north  of  the  base  line  intersects  the  same,  and  iiiiining  thence 
south  t(»  the  line  belwe<'n  the  second  ;ind  tliiid   townships  north  of  the 
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base  line;  tlience  east  to  the  line  between  tlie  sixth  and  seventh  ranges 
east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  north,  to  the  line  between  town- 
ships numbered  eight  and  nine  north  of  the  base  line;  thence  west  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  shall  form  a  county,  to  be  called  the  county  of 
Shimcassee. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Detroit,  this  tenth  day  of  September,  A.  D., 
1822,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States,  the  forty-seventh, 

LEW.  CASS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Shiawassee  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  organized  for  county  purposes;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  to  which  by  law  the 
inhabitants  of  other  counties  of  this  state,  organized  since  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution^  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  All  suits  and  prosecutions  in  law  pending  at  the  time  of  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act,  between  inhabitants  of  Shiawassee  county,  or 
inhabitants  of  any  other  county  and  inhabitants  of  Shiawassee,  shall 
be  prosecuted  to  tinal  judgment  and  execution;  and  all  taxes  heretofore 
levied  and  unpaid  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this 
act  had  not  taken  effect. 

Sec.  3.  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Shiawassee  shall  be  held 
at  the  county  seat  if  practicable;  and  if  not,  at  such  other  place  as  the 
sheriff  of  said  county  shall  provide,  until  county  buildings  shall  be 
erected. 

Sec.  4.  The  county  of  Shiawassee  shall  belong  to  the  second  judicial 
circuit,  and  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  of  June  and  December  in  each  year. 

Sec.  5.  There  shall  be  elected  in  said  county,  on  the  second  Monday 
of  May,  and  the  next  succeeding  day,  all  the  county  officers,  which  by 
law  the  organized  counties  are  entitled  to  elect,  and  the  terms  of  all  said 
officers  shall  expire  at  the  same  time  that  they  would,  provided  they 
had  been  elected  at  the  annual  election  in  November  last;  and  the  said 
election  shall  be  held  and  conducted,  and  the  returns  made  and  certified, 
in  all  respects  as  is  provided  for  in  the  act  organizing  the  county  of 
Ionia,  and  providing  for  the  election  of  county  officers  in  that  county. 

Sec.  6.  The  county  of  Clinton  shall  be  attached  to  the  county  of 
Shiawassee  for  judicial  purposes,  and  all  suits  touching  the  rights  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Clinton  county,  pending  in  any  court,  and  all  taxes 
unpaid  at  the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  act^  shall  be  continued 
and  proceeded  upon  in  like  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  taken 
effect. 

Approved  March  18,  1837. 

Shiawassee — An  Indian  name  signifying  ''straight  running." 

County-seat,  Corunna. 
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EAltLV     SKTTLEMENT     OF   THE     TOWN     OF    WOOIUIT'LL,  SI  1 1  A\\  ASSKi: 

COUNTY. 

BY  JOSEPHUS   ^NOODIIULT^. 

The  towjisliip  ul'  Wooilluill  derived  its  uanie  Iroiii  llie  .sellleiiieiit  of 
two  families  of  that  iiaine.  Josephus  Woodhull,  born  on  Long  Ishind, 
17G4.  and  his  two  sons,  John  and  Jnseplius,  boin  in  Ontaiio  county,  N. 
Y.,  were  pioneers  in  tlie  town.  .John  having  located  land  on  section  M. 
and  .Josei)hns  on  section  -1,  the  IGth  November,  18.'}(>.  It  is  a  fractiojial 
townsliip  and  contains  about  1'7  sections,  or  17.o(Ml  acres,  and  is  situated 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  Shiawassee  couutv. 

It  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  in  the  spring  of  1838, 
embracing  townships  number  five  and  six  north  of  range  one  east,  and 
by  a  subseciuent  act  of  the  Legislature,  township  six  was  organized  into 
a  separate  town  by  the  name  of  8ciota. 

Josei)lius  Woodhull  commenced  the  hrsl  work  of  improvement  in 
town,  on  section  4.  the  2d  December,  183G,  and  during  that  month  built 
a  log  house,  IGxLMI  feet.  The  whole  material  was  taken  from  the  stand- 
ing trees,  except  the  door  which  was  made  from  a  dry  goods  box.  Be- 
tween Christnnis  and  New  Years,  John  and  family,  with  his  aged  father 
and  mother,  arrived  in  the  unbroken  wilderness,  where  they  found  in  the 
log  house  a  warm  and  comfortable  shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  a 
long  and  severe  winter. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  undulating,  embracing  i)lains,  openings. 
timber  lands  and  marshes,  with  a  variety  of  soil,  sandy,  gravel,  clay  and 
muck.  It  is  watered  by  the  Looking  Glass  river  on  the  north  part,  and 
Vermillion  creek,  running  through  the  south  and  west  parts  of  the  town, 
and  also  several  small  lakes  and  their  outlets;  tlie  most  noted  of  these  is 
tiie  Colby's  and  Graham  lakes. 

The  inhabitants  are  engaged  exclusively  in  agriculture.  Excellent 
crops,  both  in  (juantity  and  quality,  of  the  ditferent  varieties  of  wheat, 
corn  and  oats  are  grown,  also  many  vegetables  t)f  various  kinds.  Fruit 
is  grown  with  much  profit,  and  may  include  api)les,  peaches.  ]»lums,  pears, 
quinces,  cherries,  and  grajtes. 

The  raising  of  stock  has  claimed  the  attention  of  some  farmers,  and 
much  improvement  has  been  made  in  hoi-ses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs. 

Re<l  and  wi'ite  clover.  liniotliy.  I'ed-tojt,  and  Juin'  gi-ass  are  adapti-d 
to   the  various  soils. 

The  town  was  oi'gani/.ed  inttt  three  school  distiicts  .May  lOih,  1838 
(including  townshij*  six),  school  district  No.  1  end)racing  I  In-  whole  of 
township  ;"),  section  32,  in  town  (J.  Tin*  first  school  house  was  built  in 
the  fall  of  1838,  on  section  5  in  school  district  No.  1,  by  the  volunteer 
labors  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity,  among  whom  was  Hobeit  Col- 
ister,  I'enjamin  Lewitt,  Terry  Parshall,  and  J.  NN'oodhull.  The  lirst 
teacher  was  Oliver  Ji.  Westcott,  of  East  Hloomlield.  X.  \.  At  the 
present  time,  187(1,  there  are  five  districts  wiih  a  total  nniiilu'r  of  280 
scholars  between  the  ages  of  5  and  2(1  years. 

The  lirst  religious  nu'eting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Josephus  Wood- 
hull  in  the  fall  of  18:',7,  by  the  Hev.  .Mr.  Jacks(Mi.  a  .Methodist  preacher. 
Elder  Silas  I'arnes,  a  Ha|ttist  minister,  held  a  seiies  of  meetings,  in  the 
old  log  school-house,  and  organi/.ed  .i  Itaptisi  cimich  with  12  members, 
April  3d,  1840. 
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A  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  bv  Rev.  Wm.  G.  Smith,  about  tlie 
year  IS-ll,  with  8  members.  Elder  Smith  was  the  first  Presbyterian 
minister  who  settled  in  the  county,  being  in  the  year  1842.  The  town 
has  been  continuously  supplied  with  Presbyterian  preaching  since  1843, 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Harnor  and  Rev.  Richard  Kay,  a  highly 
esteemed  christian  minister,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  the  town  for  the 
last  24  years. 

Two  Methodist  societies  have  been  organized  several  years;  preaching 
is  now  supplied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Blood. 

A  Roman  Catholic  church  was  organized  in  1847  by  Father  Godiz,  a 
Hungarian  by  birth.  It  had  about  30  members,  who  built  a  meeting- 
house of  logs.  In  1873  it  gave  place  to  a  new  frame  building  which  gives 
good  accommodations  for  their  religious  services. 

Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  and  Good  Templars  are  well  represented,  but 
have  no  organization  within  the  town.  A  Grange  of  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry was  organized  January  29th,  1874,  and  has  been  incorporated 
under  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  has  a  membership  of  78,  w^ho  claim 
to  have  received  much  benefit  in  their  social,  educational  and  pecuniary 
interests. 

The  nearest  postoffice  for  nearly  a  year  after  the  first  settlement  by 
the  Woodhulls  was  at  Howell,  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  which  was 
traveled  man}-  times  for  letters  belonging  to  the  few  families  of  the 
settlement.  And  on  one  accasion  made  urgent  by  the  failure  of  pro- 
visions which  could  not  be  had  without  money  which  was  expected  from 
N.  Y.  State,  Josephus  Woodhull  traveled  the  distance  on  foot,  and  think- 
ing to  make  the  route  some  shorter,  went  through  the  woods  without  a 
road  to  the  first  settlement,  in  what  is  now  the  township  of  Antrim, 
where  Allen  Beard,  one  of  the  first  settlers,  still  resides,  at  a  distance 
from  Woodhull  of  14  miles.  The  next  settlement  was  about  the  same 
distance,  and  known  as  Sanford's,  who  kept  a  tavern  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  hungry  and  wear}'  traveler.  Woodhull  returned  home 
after  a  journey  of  three  days,  with  the  letter  and  much  needed  money. 

In  the  fall  of  1837  a  postoffice  was  established  at  Laingsburg,  now  in 
the  town  of  Sciota,  and  Peter  Laing  w^as  the  first  postmaster.  In  1849 
a  postoffice  was  established  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town  of 
Woodhull.     David  J.  Tower  was  first  postmaster. 

The  line  of  the  Chicago  and  Port  Huron  Railroad  runs  through  the 
town.  That  portion  between  the  cities  of  Flint  and  Lansing  is  un- 
finished. Several  thousand  dollars  of  pledges  have  been  made  and  sub- 
scriptions paid  by  citizens  of  the  town,  the  right  of  way  secured,  and  a 
quantity  of  ties  delivered  on  the  line  of  the  road,  the  point  for  a  depot 
has  been  established  in  town,  and  the  i)eople  are  assured  of  its  early 
completion. 

The  first  town  meeting  w^as  held  on  the  .30th  April,  1838,  at  the  house 
of  Peter  Laing.  John  Woodhull  was  elected  supervisor;  Oliver  B.  West- 
cott,  town  clerk,  Josephus  Woodhull,  Peter  Laing,  Henry  Leach  and 
John  Graham,  were  elected  justices  of  the  peace.  Among  the  most 
successful  attorneys  who  appeared  in  behalf  of  their  clients  in  justices' 
courts  were  Hon.  Andrew  Parsons,  Hon.  Sanford  M.  Green,  and  Hon. 
Amos  Gould. 

Among  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  who  preached  for  some  time  to  their 
respective  churches  in  town  was  Elder  Benjamin  Brigham  (Baptist), 
formerly  from  the  State  of  New  York,  who  settled  in  the  county  early 
in  1836.  For  some  time  he  made  it  his  regular  business  to  travel  over 
the  county,  through  marshes  and  streams,  preaching  in  different  settle- 
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iiieuts.  and  talkin<;  to  faiuilios  and  individuals  on  the  sul)joct  of  rclij^ion. 
In  1S3S  be  eaine  to  fill  an  appointment  which  had  bc^n  made  for  him 
in  the  Woodbull  settlement.  After  preaching  an  excellent  sermon,  which 
occupied  two  hours  in  its  delivery,  to  an  attentive  and  interested  aud- 
ience, he  was  invited  to  the  house  of  Josephus  Woodbull  for  dinner. 
After  dinner,  a  friendly  chat  commenced  between  the  elder  and  the 
mother  of  Josephus.  in  regard  to  other  days  in  their  eastern  homes,  and 
the  dej)rivations  incident  to  a  new  country.  He  finally  became  very 
intiuisitive  and  desirous  to  know  something  of  the  character  of  the 
people  and  neighborhood, — if  there  were  any  disturbances  of  their  peace 
and  harmony,  etc.?  In  answer  Mrs.  Woodbull  rejilied  that  we  had  ex- 
cellent neighbors,  and  all  seemed  united  and  haj)i)y;  when  the  elder 
raised  himself  suddenly  in  liis  chair,  exclaimed,  "What I  all  happy  and 
I'nited  in  going  tlie  broad  road  to  dcnthf^  then  rei)eating  a  text  of 
scripture,  lie  preached  one  full  hour  on  Christian  duties,  to  the  family. 


ST.  (LA IK   COUNTY. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  The  inhabitants  residing  within  that  i»ari  of  the  Territory 
included  within  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  as  the  same  was  laid  oil'  by  an 
act  of  the  Governor  of  this  territory,  Bearing  date  the  2Sth  day  of  March, 
1S20,  have  requested  tliat  the  same  should  be  organized; 

Now,  therefore,  I  do  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  of 
Congress,  of  July  13,  1787,  determine  the  limitation  of  .said  act  of  the 
Governor  of  this  territory,  and  I  do  hereby  declare  the  inhabitants 
thereof  henceforlli  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  ])rivileges.  to  which,  by 
law,  the  inhaldtants  of  the  other  counties  of  this  territory  are  entitled. 

And  I  do  fui-lher  declare,  that  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  said  county, 
in  conformity  with  the  report  of  the  commissioners  aitpointed  for  that 
]»urpose,  is  tempfu'arily  established  at  the  town  of  St.  Clair,  and  that  as 
soon  as  the  building,  contracted  to  be  built  by  the  proprietor  of  the  said 
town,  for  a  court  house  and  goal,  is  comj)leted  agreeably  to  contract, 
the  seat  of  justice  of  llie  said  cttunly  shall  be  jtermaiiently  established  at 
the  town  of  St.  Clair. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  ha\i'  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent, 
and  the  great  seal  of  the  said  Territory  to  be  hereunto  aftixed.  Done 
at  the  city  of  Detroit,  this  eighth  day  of  May.  A.  D..  1S21.  and  of  the 
IndojK'ndence  of  the  United  States,  the  fort v-liftli. 

LEW.  CASS. 

//;/  i}ir  (iiirmior: 

^^^M.  ^VooI)HRIDGE,  f^ecretarn  of  the  TcrrHort/  of  Michigan. 

A    1 KOCLAMATION. 

]\'h<r<os,  A  i»etiti(>n  has  l»een  picseiited  \*t  me,  signed  b\  :i  number 
<>]'  the  citizens  of  the  said  Territory.  re(|uesting  that  the  boundaries  of 
a  new  county,  and  the  seat  of  justice  thereof,  may  be  established  by  an 
act  of  tlie  Executive,  which  sliall  not  take  etTect  until  the  arrival  of  a 
]ieriod  when  its  jtojiulation  may  requir**  sucli  a  measure. 
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Now,  therefore,  Believing  that  a  compliance  with  this  request  will  have 
a  tendency  to  increase  the  population  of  such  part  of  the  Territory  as 
may  be  included  within  these  boundaries,  and  to  prevent  those  diffi- 
culties which  sometimes  arise  from  the  establishment  of  counties,  when 
the  settlements  are  formed  and  conflicting  opinions  and  interests  are  to 
be  reconciled,  I  do^  by  virtue  of  these  presents,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress  Of  July  13,  1787,  lay  out  that 
part  of  the  said  Territory  included  within  the  following  boundaries,  viz. : 
Beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  township  number  three  north, 
range  number  fourteen  east,  thence  north  to  the  northeast  corner  of 
township  number  four,  in  the  same  range;  thence  west  to  the  county 
of  Oakland;  thence  north  to  the  northeast  corner  of  township  number 
six  north,  and  range  number  eleven  east;  thence  west  to  the  Indian 
boundary  line  as  established  by  the  treaty  of  Detroit,  November  17, 
1807;  thence  north  with  the  same,  north  and  northeasterly  to  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada;  thence  with  the  said  boundary  line  southwardly  to  a  point  due 
south  from  the  place  of  beginning,  and  thence  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
into  a  new  county,  to  be  called  the  county  of  St.  Clair.  And  I  do, 
in  conformity  with  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  establish  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  said  county  at  the  town  of 
St.  Clair.  And  I  do  further  declare  that  this  proclamation  shall  take 
efl'ect  and  be  in  force  after  the  same  shall  be  so  declared  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  said  Territory,  or  other  competent  authority  therein,  for  the 
time  being,  and  not  sooner. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent, 
and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Territory  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Done 
at  the  city  of  Detroit,  this  28th  day  of'^March,  A.  D.,  1820,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty-fourth. 

^  LEW.  CASS. 

By  the  Governor: 

William  Woodbridge,  Secretary  of  Michigan  Territory. 

See  also  proclamation  dated  September  10,  1822. 

Seat  of  juKlice,  Port  Huron,  a  flourishing  city  at  the  foot  of  Lake 
Huron.     City  charter  bears  date  February  4th,  1857. 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan: 

Section  11.  That  so  much  of  the  county  as  lies  west  of  the  line 
between  the  ranges  eight  and  nine  west  of  the  meridian,  and  east  of  the 
line  between  ranges  twelve  and  thirteen  west,  and  south  of  the  line  be- 
tween townships  four  and  five  south  of  the  base  line,  and  north  of  the 
boundary  line  between  this  Territory  and  the  State  of  Indiana,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  set  off:  into  a  separate  county,  and  the  name  thereof 
shall  be  St.  Joseph. 

Approved  October  29,  1829. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Leglslatice  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  That 
the  county  of  St.  Joseph  shall  be  organized  from  and  after  the  taking 
effect  of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties  of  this 
Territory  are  entitled. 
41 
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Section  11.  That  the  county  of  St.  Joseph  shall  he  one  circuit,  and 
the  court  for  the  same  shall  be  held  hereafter  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
Auj|:nst,  in  each  year;  and  for  the  i)uri)oses  of  this  act.  it  is  hereby  en- 
acted and  declared,  that  the  conniies  aforesaid  sliall  be  considered  to 
comprehend  all  the  counties  not  organized,  ami  disiricts  of  ronntry 
attached  thereto  by  any  law  or  executive  act. 

Apj)roved  November  4,  1J<2!). 

St.  Josej>h,  named  by  the  .lesuits.  in  honor  of  the  liusltaml  of  liie 
N'irgin  Mary,  and  regarded  by  them  as  the  jiatron  saint  of  "New  France," 
]»y  which  name  our  northwestern  States  and  (.'anada  were  called. 


TON  E  D  A  G  A  N  A    CO  I  N  T  Y . 

I'c  it  yitartdl  hij  the  Scnafr  mid  Jfousc  of  Rriiirsi'ntat'nrs  of  tin-  state  nf 

Michigan: 

Sec.  28.  That  jiortion  of  the  State  lyin^  noith  of  the  line  between 
towns  3G  and  87  north,  and  west  of  the  line  between  ranges  -4  and  ~> 
west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and  designated 
as  the  count V  of  Tonedagana. 

Approved  April  1,  1840. 

lie  it  riKictiil  Itji  tin-  Senate  and  Jloiisc  of  licprcscntatircf<  of  the  State  of 

Mirhi(/an: 

Si;c.  ].j.     The  name  of  the  county  of  Tonedagana.  as  now  organized 
bv  law,  is  hereby  changed  to  that  of  Emmet. 
\\ J. proved  Malch  8.  1843. 


TUSCOLA  COUNTY. 

lie  It  riKictrd  t)}i  the  s<n(ilr  diid  Hou.se  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Mirhiijdii: 

Section  30.  That  i)ortion  of  the  pre.sent  county  of  Sanilac  embraced 
in  the  north  half  of  town  10  north,  and  in  towns  11,  12,' 13  and  14  north, 
of  ranges  7.  8,  1),  10  and  11  east,  and  in  fractional  town  1.")  north,  of 
ranges  7  and  8  east,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known 
and  designated  as  the  county  of  Tuscola. 

Ajtjiroved  April  1.  1840. 

He  it  cnacird  tnj  lite  Senate  and  Honse  of  h'ejnesentatiies  of  tin    State  of 

Mirhif/an: 

Section  1.  That  the  county  of  Tuscola  shall  be  organized,  and  the 
inliabitants  thereof  be  entitled  to  all  the  riglits  and  ju-ivileges  to  whi<h 
1)}-  law  the  iiiliiibilMnts  of  the  (illicr  (uganized  counties  of  this  State  are 
entitled. 

Se<\  2.  That  all  suits,  pr«»secutions  ami  other  nuitlers  now  pending 
before  anv  court  of  record  in  Saginaw  «nimiy.  ur  bi-fdic  any  jnslirc  of  ihe 
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peace  iu  said  coiiuty,  or  that  shall  be  peudiug  at  tlie  time  of  the  taking 
effect  of  this  act,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution, 
and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due  shall  be  collected  as  though 
the  county  of  Tuscola  had  not  been  organized. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  elected  in  said  county  of  Tuscola,,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  November,  the  year  1850,  all  the  several  county  officers  to 
whicB  by  law  the  said  county  is  entitled;  and  said  election  shall  in  all 
respects  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  for 
holding  elections  for  county  and  state  officers:  Provided,  That  until 
such  county  officers  are  elected  and  qualified,  the  proper  county  officers 
of  the  county  of  Saginaw  shall  perform  all  the  duties  appertaining  to  the 
said  county  of  Tuscola  in  the  same  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not 
passed:  And,  provided  furtliev,  That  the  county  officers  so  to  be  elected 
shall  be  qualified  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices 
on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  the  year  1851,  and  no  county  buildings 
shall  be  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  county  until  after  the  county-seat 
shall  have  been  permanently  located,  as  provided  in  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  The  board  of  canvassers  in  said  county  under  this  act  shall 
consist  of  the  presiding  inspectors  of  elections  from  each  township 
therein,  and  said  inspectors  shall  meet  at  the  county-seat  of  said  county 
at  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  the  county  canvass^  and  immediately 
after  the  election  authorized  in  the  third  section  of  this  act,  and  organize 
by  appointing  one  of  their  number  chairman  and  another  secretary  of  said 
board,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  board 
of  county  canvassers,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  election  for  county  and  state 
officers. 

Sec.  5.  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Saginaw  shall  have  the 
same  jurisdiction  over  said  county  of  Tuscola  that  it  would  have,  if  this 
act  had  not  passed,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  6.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  said  county  of 
Tuscola  to  provide  some  suitable  place  for  holding  courts  in  said  county, 
at  the  county-seat  thereof,  until  public  buildings  shall  be  erected. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  county-seat  of  said  county  of  Tuscola  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  fixed  and  established  on  the  northwest  fractional  quarter 
of  section  7,  in  township  number  11  north,  of  range  number  8  east^  until 
the  year  1860,  and  until  the  same  shall  be  permanently  located  as  herein- 
after provided;  and  the  supervisors  elected  for  the  year  1860  in  said 
county  shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  permanently  to 
locate  the  county-seat  of  said  county. 

Sec.  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  March  2.  1850. 


Countv-seat,  Caro. 


UNWATTIN  COUNTY 


Be  it  enacted  hy  the  ficnate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Michigan:  * 

Section  7.     That  portion  of  the  state  embraced  in  towns  seventeen, 

eighteen,  nineteen  and  twenty  north,  of  ranges  seven,  eight,  nine  and  ten 

west  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate  county,  to  be  known  and  designated 

as  the  county  of  Unwattin. 
Approved  April  1,  1810. 
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Be  it  enacted  bi/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 

Miehiqan: 

Section  W.     The  uaiiio  of  the  coimty  of  Un\v;itt'm,  as  now  organized 
by  law,  is  hereby  changecl  to  that  of  Osceohi. 
'Approved  :Martli  8,  1843. 

VAX  lU'REX  COT'NTY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  ilichujan: 

Sec.  8.  That  so  mneh  of  the  country  included  with  the  following 
limits,  VIZ.:  beginning  where  the  line  between  ranges  twelve  and  thir- 
teen west  of  the  meridian  intersects  the  base  line;  thence  west  on  the 
base  line  to  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan;  thence  southerly  along  the  shore 
of  said  lake  to  the  inter.section  of  the  line  between  townships  two  and 
three  south  of  the  base  line;  thence  east  between  said  townships  to 
the  intersection  of  the  line  between  ranges  sixteen  and  seventeen  west 
of  the  meridian;  thence  south  on  the  line  between  said  ranges  to  the  inter- 
section of  the  line  between  townships  four  and  five  south  of  the  base  line; 
thence  east  on  the  line  between  said  townships  to  the  intersection  of 
the  line  between  ranges  twelve  and  thirteen  west  of  the  meridian;  thence 
north  on  the  line  between  said  ranges  to  the  base  line,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  counts-,  and  the  name  thereof  shall  be  Van 
Buren. 

Approved  Oct.  29,  1829. 

Section  2.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Van  Buren  be,  and  Ihe  same 
is  hereby  organized;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled  to  all  Ihe  rights 
and  privileges  to  which  by  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  counties 
of  this  state  are  entitled. 

Sec.  5.  The  circuit  court  for  the  county  of  Van  Buren  shall  be  held, 
for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  November  next,  at  such  place  as  the 
supervisors  of  said  county  shall  provide  in  said  county,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June  and  Decemlier  in  each  year,  and  after  the  said  first 
day  of  November,  eighteen  luindred  and  thirty-eight,  at  the  seat  of 
justice   ill  said   county. 

Ap|iroved  March  is,  ls:57. 

T'ountv  seat,  I'aw  Paw.  an  i)icr»i]((ii-ated  village  in  the  townslii[i  (»f  Taw 
P;iw. 

W  AI'.ASSKE  cor  XT  V. 

lU    it   nnirtrd   hy   the   Srnatr  (Hit!    House  of   h'cpri  s<iit(llir(  s  of   thv  State  of 
"  .1/  ifh  itffi  n : 
Sec.   is.     Tiiat  jiorlion  of  Hk-  Slate  embraceil  in  towns  25.  2(1,  27  and 
28  north,  <»f  ran«;eK  ."».  (I,  7  and  S  west,  shall  be  laid  off  as  a  separate 
county,  to  l»e  known  and  designated  ;is  Ihe  county  of  Wabassee. 
»     Appioved    .\|»ril    1.    1S4(I. 

Jir  it  <  iitii-tiil  hy  till    S<  iidtc  (iiiil   House  of  I'eyri sentdtires  of  the  Stair  of 

\tieh  it/an : 

Si-.e.  '.).  The  name  of  I  lie  county  of  Wabassee,  as  now  organized  by 
law.  is  hereby  changed  in  ihat  of  Kalcasca. 

A|ii.ro\e(l    :NTarcli   s.   is).",. 


REPORTS    OF     COUNTIES,     ETC.  325 

WASHTENAW  COUXTY. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

And  I  have  also  thought  it  expedient  to  la}-  out  the  following  county, 
that  is  to  say: 

All  the  connti\y  included  within  the  following  boundaries:  beginning 
on  the  principal  meridian,  where  the  line  between  the  townships  num- 
bered two  and  three,  north  of  the  base  line  intersects  the  same;  thence 
south  to  the  line  between  the  townships  numbered  four  and  five,  south 
of  the  base  line;  thence  east  to  the  line  between  the  seventh  and  eighth 
ranges,  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  north  to  the  base  line; 
thence  west,  with  the  base  line,  to  the  line  between  the  sixth  and  seventh 
ranges,  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  north,  to  the  line  between 
the  townships  numbered  two  and  three,  north  of  the  base  line;  thence 
west  to  the  place  of  beginning;  shall  form  a  county  to  be  called  the 
county  of  Waslitenaio. 

And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  county  herein  ''laid  out,"  to  wit: 
the  county  of  Washtenmc,  shall  be  organized  whenever,  hereafter,  the 
competent  authority  for  the  time  being  shall  so  determine,  and  that 
until  then  the  said  county  shall  be  attached  to  and  compose  a  part  of 
the  county  now  organized,  in  the  following  manner: 

The  county  of  Washtenaw  shall  be  attached  to^  and  compose  a  part  of 
the  county  of  Wayne. 

.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made 
patent,  and  the  great  seal  of  the  said  territory  to  be  here- 
unto afiixed.  Given  under  my  hand^  at  Detroit,  this  tenth 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States,  the  forty-seventh. 

LEW.  CASS. 
By  the  Governor: 

Secretary  of  Michigan  Territory. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  That  the  county  of  Washtenaw  shall  be  organized  from  and 
after  the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  counties  of  this  Territory  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  county  court  for  the  county  of  Washtenaw  shall  be 
held  on  the  third  Monday  of  June^  and  the  second  Monday  of  January 
in  each  year. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  suits,  prosecutions,  and  other  matters  now  pending 
before  the  county  court  of  Wayne  county,  or  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  said  county  of  Wayne,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment 
and  execution^  and  all  taxes  heretofore  levied  and  now  due  shall  be 
collected  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  said  county  of  Washtenaw 
had  not  been  organized. 

Sec.  4.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1826. 

Approved  Nov.  20th,  1826. 
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lit-  it  (luichd  Itif  the  Lcffislativc  CniiiicU  of  thr  I'i  rritarif  of  Michiiidn, 
Thar  the  count.v  of  Wnslitcnaw  shall  l»o  bounded  as  follows,  viz.:  by  a 
line  bo}jinnin«j:  on  the  base  liiu',  whcic  the  line  between  ranges  seven 
and  ei<;lit  east  of  the  inincipal  meridian  crosses  the  base  line;  thence 
west  along  the  base  line  to  the  intersociinn  of  the  line  between  ranges, 
si.x  and  seven  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  north  between  said 
ranges  six  and  seven  to  the  intersection  of  the  line  between  townships 
two  and  tiiiee  north  of  the  base  line;  thence  west  between  said  townships 
two  and  three  north  to  the  intersection  of  the  line  between  ranges  two 
and  three  east  of  the  principal  meridian;  thence  south  on  the  line  between 
said  ranges  two  and  three  to  the  intersection  of  the  line  between  town- 
ships four  and  live  south  of  the  base  line;  thence  east  on  the  line  between 
said  townships  to  the  intersection  of  the  line  between  ranges  seven  and 
eight  east  of  the  jirincipal  meridian;  thence  north  on  the  line  between  said 
ranges  to  the  base  line. 

Approved  October  1*9.  1Sl»(>. 

Washti:naw. — The  Indian  name  for  (Jrand  Kiver.  The  name  was 
originally  W(ish-tcn-ony,  meaning  at  or  on  the  river.  The  seat  of  justice 
is  at  Ann  Arbor. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  PIONEER  SOCIETY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  WASHTENAW. 

In  response  to  a  call  issued  by  Oeneral  Edward  Clark,  President  of  the 
Ann  Arbor  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  some  15  or  20  of  the  old 
settlers  and  jjioneers  of  the  county  assembled  at  the  court  house,  Saturday 
morning,  Aug.  1(5,  1878,  at  10:30  o'clock  for  thf  juirpose  of  organizing 
a  county  pioneer  society. 

The  meeting  was  called  t(»  order  by  Gen.  Clark,  who  stated  its  object, 
and  suggested  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  early  history  of  the  county  it 
would  be  necessary  to  take  immediate  steps,  ere  those  who  had  assisted 
in  making  the  history  were  laid  in  their  graves  and  had  become  tradi- 
tional. 

Cen.  (Mark  and  M.  II.  (loodrich,  Esq.,  of  Ann  Arbor,  were  appointed 
temporary  chairman  and  secretary  respectively. 

Cell.  0.  D.  llill  made  a  few  remarks  relative  to  the  object  of  the  society, 
;ind  as  to  cooperation  with  the  State  Society.  Committees  of  five  on 
Permanent  Organization  and  three  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were 
appointed  as  follows: 

Pcnmitirut  Orfftniizntion — J.  Q.  A.  Sessions,  Ann  Arbor;  C.  H.  Wines. 
Sylvan;  E.  I).  Lay,  "^'jisihuiti ;  ('alvin  Wheeler,  Salem;  James  Davidson. 
Sylvan. 

Constitulioii  and  /ii/  fjdirs — M.  H.  (iuodrjt  h.  Aim  Arbor;  John  Geddes. 
.\nu  Arbor;  Win.  A.  Jones.  Dexter. 

After  adjournment  and  reassembling  in  the  P.  M..  a  constitution  and 
by-laws  were  adopted,  and  the  society  named  "The  Pioneer  Society  of  the 
County  of  Washtenaw." 

The  following  jiermanent  oHicers  were  duly  elected: 

J'nsiilrnt — Ex.  (Jov.  Alpheus  I-'elch.  Ann  Arb(»r. 

\irr  I 'reft  id  ('fits — E.  Clark.  .\nn  .\rbor  city;  John  Ceddes.  Ann  .\rbor 
tiiwn;  .\.  Childs.  .\ugusta;  D.  W.  i'almer,  IJridgewater;  Wm.  Jones. 
Dexter;  E.  Ilaire.  Freedom;  Darius  Pierce,  Lima;  ('.  11.  Wines,  Sylvan; 
Will.  M.  Cregory.  S.-iliin';  .Liiiics  II.  I'-flluw^.  Sharon;  A.  D.  Crane,  Scio; 
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Allen  Crittenden,  Pittsfield;  John  Peebles,  Salem;  B.  Case,  Manchester; 
J.  B.  Arms,  Webster;  J.  D.  Pierce,  Ypsilanti  city;  E.  D.  Lay,  Ypsilanti 
town;  Peter  Cook,  York;  Lyman  Wood,  Lodi;  George  Gale,  Superior; 
Joseph  Prey,  Northfleld. 
„  Secretary — George  S.  Wheeler/ Salem. 

Corresponding  Secretary — M.  H.  Goodrich,  Ann  Arbor. 

Treasurer — Joshua  G.  Leland,  Ann  Arbor. 

Executive  Committee — John  J.  Kobison,  Sharon;  Edwin  Lawrence^  Ann 
Arbor;  Darius  Pierce,  Lima;  Wm.  Cross,  Ypsilanti;  Orange  Risdon, 
Saline. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  Washtenaw  county, 
held  at  Ann  Arbor,  September  6,  1876,  the  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — J.  Q.  A.  Sessions. 

Secretary — J.  D.  Williams. 

Corresponding  Secretary — M.  H.  Goodrich. 

Treasurer — George  Sutton. 

Tice  Presidents — A.  D.  Crane,  John  Geddes,  Aaron  Childs,  D.  W.  Pal- 
mer, C.  Kraff,  W.  A.  Jones,  E.  Haire,  M.  Goodrich,  J.  H.  Collins,  D.  F. 
Almendinger,  W.  A.  Beesac,  S.  Seers,  D.  DuPuy,  A.  K.  Clark,  Calvin 
Wheeler,  L.  Kimmell,  C.  H.  Wines,  i^ndrew  Robison,  J.  B.  Arms, 
Henry  Coe,  Josiah  Newhall,  Wm.  Wilson. 

Executive  Committee — W.  M,  Gregory,  L.  C.  Risdon,  Florus  Finley,  J.  J. 
Robison,  C.  S.  Gregory. 

HISTORY     OF     WASHTENAW     COUNTY. 

For  much  of  the  following  brief  history  of  Washtenaw  county  we  are 
indebted  to  the  very  interesting  "Historical  Address"  delivered  at  the 
pioneer  celebration  at  Ypsilanti,  July  4th,  1874,  by  Hon.  L.  D.  Norris. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  total  number  of  persons, — men,  women  and  chil- 
dren,—  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw  was  28.  For  every  one  of  that  little 
band  there  are  to-day  at  least  1,000  people  uniting  in  a  semi-centennial 
celebration. 

THE    FIRST   MAP   OF    MICHIGAN. 

The  first  general  map  of  the  surveyed  part  of  this  Territory,  of  which 
I  have  any  knowledge,  was  published  in  1825  by  Orange  Risdon,  then  and 
now  a  pioneer  of  Washtenaw,  and  to-day,  in  his  93d  year,  hale  and 
hearty,  and  present  with  you.* 

At  this  point  in  Mr*  Norris'  address  an  incident  occurred  which  should 
not  be  omitted.  The  presence  of  Mr.  Risdon  excited  no  little  atten- 
tion. Another  gentleman  present  aroused  perhaps  still  more, — it  was  Mr. 
Alpha  Washtenaw  Bryan,  who  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Bryan  is  still  one  of  the  "young  pioneers,"  however,  being 
fifty  years  of  age  on  the  27th  of  February  last.  When  allusion  was  made 
to  Mr.  Bryan,  he  was  called  forward  and  received  three  hearty  cheers. 
But  the  excitement  reached  its  height  when  his  mother,  a  vigorous  old 
lady  of  eighty  years,  was  introduced  to  the  audience  amidst  great  en- 
thusiasm. 

Upon  the  map  above  mentioned  the  names  of  six  counties  were  named, 
though  their  organizations  as  counties  were  all  subsequent  to  the  im- 

*The  Mr.  Orange  Risdon,  of  Saline,  to  whom  Mr.  Norris  alludes,  and  whose  name  fre- 
quently occurs  in  our  Pioneer  Records,  passed  away  in  November,  1876. 


328  PIOXEER     SOCIETY     OF     MICHIGAN. 

print  of  the  map.     They  were  Washtenaw,  Lenawee,  Saginaw,  Shia- 
wassee, Sanilac,  and  Lapeer. 

Upon  this  map  Iho  average  village  is  indicated  by  four  black  dots 
or  flysiiecks,  and  Washtenaw  is  noted  for  four  such  villages;  for  though 
Dixborough  has  a  name  as  large  and  as  black  as  the  rest,  yet  it  appears 
not  to  have  reached  the  dignity  of  one  speck.  The  relative  size  of  the 
then  four  settlements  is  given  in  the  following  order:  Ann  Arbor,  10 
specks;  WoodrutT's  Grove,  8;  Ypsilanti.  3;  and  Dexter  2.  A  fair  average 
for  Washtenaw,  as  Detroit  boasted  of  no  more  than  20.  Sutton  (Benj.), 
the  pioneer,  covers  sections  27  and  28  of  Nortlifield. 

IRON  ORE  AND  SALT   SPRINGS. 

Maps,  like  other  works  of  fallen  humanity,  are  not  always  truthful, 
for  upon  this  you  will  observe  that  sections  7  of  Pitsfield  and  12  of  Lodi 
are  all  ''iron  ore."  It  may  have  been  so  then,  but  sure  I  am  that  the 
Hickses  and  ^'an  (Jiessoiis,  the  Dupuys,  the  Sheldons,  Wilseys,  and 
other.'<  who  have  since  oeeujiied  and  possessed  that  land  have  kept 
curiou.sly  still  concerning  that  deposit.  Then,  too,  sections  2  and  11  of 
Saline  are  "salt  sj)rings,"  but  well  do  you  remember  that  nearly  all  of 
us  of  this  enlightened  age  had  some  of.  that  salt-boring  stock.  We  have 
it  yet,  "though  lost  to  sight,  to  memory  dear,"  gone  to  rest  in  the  long 
hole 'that  ran  down  to  (so  science  told  us)  the  saucer-like  salt  basin  of 
Michigan.  We  are  also  told  by  the  same  learned  savant  that  more 
money  and  a  longer  hole  would  somewhere  ''in  the  bowels  of  the  harmless 
earth''  reach  the  great  Onondaga  salt-saucer  near  the  middle,  where 
the  brine  was  all  the  while;  that  here  it  only  slopped  over  the  edge  of 
the  Michigan  saucer.  The  company,  in  the  expressive  slang  of  the  day, 
concluded  to  ''let  it  slop,"  as  it  had  done  for  many  ages,  a  noted  salt- 
lick of  the  red  deer  and  of  the  red  Indians. 

THE  MEETING   FIFTY  YEARS  AGO. 

Fifty  years  ago  to-day  all  the  inhabitants  of  Waslitenaw,  variously 
given  from  14  to  20,  most  of  them  assembled  around  the  venerable  table, 
now  near  its  100th  year,  which  stands  here  on  this  platform,  and  is  yet 
an  heir  i(»om  in  the  family  of  the  gallant  Maj.  Ben.  Woodruff,  It  was  at 
the  poinl  in  this  county  iWoodiufl's  (^irove)  where,  on  the  4th  day  of 
June  of  the  year  jjrevious,  the  first  white  woman  (Mrs.  Woodruff),  had 
conic  with  her  husband  to  make  a  ])ioneer's  home  in  the  far  \Vest.  Judge 
Kobeil  Fleming  jiresided  at  that  meeting.  The  field-piece  was  a  bored- 
out,  iron  bound  oak  log,  and  a  distinguished  guest  was  the  Indian  chief 
Blue  Jacket. 

About  the  year  1824  several  roads  were  projected,  among  them  was  the 
Dctioil  and  Chicago,  wilh  a  fork  to  Ypsilanti  and  Dexter,  and  anofhei- 
fork  west  (tf  "N'psilanti  southwesterly  to  Tecumseh.  Another  road  led 
norlhejisterly  from  Detroit  to  Bonliac  and  llie  Sjiginaws.  whih*  the 
Bottawatlomie  trail  up  and  down  the  Huron,  used  l)y  the  Indians  on 
their  way  from  the  far  west  to  their  payments  at  Maiden,  wiis  a  well 
recognized  means  of  enhance  and  exit. 

I  have  said  that  most  of  these  roads  were  jirojected  (more  ijiaii  I  have 
given  are  (»n  the  Kisdon  mapi,  but  the  most  noted  of  lliein  all,  the  (-hicago 
and  Detroit,  was  first  <ut  thiongh  toward  "Npsilanti  in  advance'  of  Ihe 
fiist  ox  te;ini,  by  pioneer  John  r.iy;in.  reiuhing  the  Huron  at  Woodruff's 
•  Jrove  on  the  night  of  the  2."'d  of  Octobei-.  1S2:?.  I'^our  months  nfter. 
Februjiiy  27.   IslM.  Mis.   Bryan  gave  birth  to  the  first    white  child  b(»rn 
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in  the  limits  of  old  Washtenaw.  To  memorize  the  event,  as  all  pioneers 
of  those  days  were  doubtless  well  up  in  their  Greek,  he  was  by  Allen  and 
Kumsey,  of  Ann  Arbor,  christened  Alpha  Washtenaw.  John  Bryan  died 
not  many  years  since,  in  Constantine,  but  the  mother,  now  residing  there, 
and  the  infant  Alpha,  a  teacher  from  Tennessee,  are  with  us  to-day,  re- 
calling the  memories  of  early  days,  and  trying  to  find  on  the  north  end 
of  the  Jacob  Emerick  farm,  the  home  of  fifty  years  ago. 

Mr.  y orris  gives  a  few  names  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  the 
county.  They  are.  in  1S24,  John  Allen  and  Elisha  W.  Kumsey,  Oliver 
Whitmore,  Sam.  McDowell.  Ezra  Maynard,  Lewis  Barr.  In  1825, 
Sylvester  and  Nathaniel  Xoble,  Benj.  Sutton,  John  and  Joseph  Dickin- 
son.   In  1826,  on  the  Salt  Spring  Reservation,  Leonard  Miller. 

In  the  spring  of  1827  the  census  of  the  county  was  not  quite  1^500,  but 
rapidly  growing,  so  that  in  July  of  that  year  Mr.  Beekwith  put  the 
population  at  full  2,000.  Mr.  Norris  learns  the  above  facts  from  a 
journal  kept  by  his  father,  then  a  merchant  in  Western  New  York,  on 
his  first  visit  to  the  ''promised  land"  in  pursuit  of  a  home  and  water- 
power  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Morgan's  ghost.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  about  this  time  the  anti-Masonic  excitement  in  Xew  York  was 
intense. 

LEAVES  FROM  AN  OLD  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  X.  deems  that  a  few  items  from  this  journal  will  be  of  interest  ta 
early  pioneers.  He  left  Buffalo  July  9,  1827,  and  unwilling  to  wait  for 
the  steamer  Superior,  took  passage  on  the  schooner  Marie  Antoinette, 
Capt.  Whitaker,  for  Detroit,  which  was  reached  after  a  seven  day's 
passage. 

July  18,  1827. — *  *  *  After  waiting  one  day  in  Detroit  for  the 
stage,  I  started  on  foot  for  the  interior;  *  *  *  traveled  21  miles 
toward  Ann  Arbor  and  stopped  at  Andrew's  inn,  on  Togus  plains; 
passed  good  grass  and  wheat  land,  ^  and  some  corn  nine  feet  high. 

July  19.—*  *  *  Reached  Ann  Arbor  about  3  P.  M.  It  is  the 
county-seat,  and  a  fine  location,  .sloping  to  the  west;  has  three  inns,  such 
as  they  are;  four  stores,  two  tanneries,  two  blacksmith  shops,  and  about 
twenty  dwellings;  is  but  three  years  old.  There  are  three  squares,  court- 
house, jail,  and  meeting-house. 

July  20th. — *  *  To-day  have  viewed  Scott's.  Moe's,  and  W^hite's 
farms,  find  them  good,  better,  best;  more  beautiful  farms  than  White's 
and  Moe's  I  never  saw.  They  possess  all  the  advantages  of  old  cleared 
lands,  with  the  richness  of  a  garden,  and  a  prospect  like  Wadsworth's 
flats  on  the  Genesee.  On  ]\Ioe's  there  is  a  gentle  rise  running  through  the 
center  from  east  to  west,  and  the  view  from  the  rise,  north  or  south,  is 
charming  beyond  description. 

July  21. — *  *  Slept  at  Moe's  place  last  night,  and  this  morning 
started  for  Mill  Cre^k  (near  Dexter).  Passed  some  fine  land  near  the 
clear  and  rapid  Huron.  To-day  have  been  introduced  to  Judge  Dexter, 
Dr.  Nicolas,  and  others;  find  them  well  situated  on  good  land  in  a  fine 
country.  The  judge  has  built  a  good  house  and  saw-mill,  and  laid  out 
a  village  on  a  pleasant  elevation  between  the  Huron  and  Mill  Creek. 

July  27. — *  *  *  Have  spent  three  or  four  days  about  Grossman's 
and  Warner's.  The  latter  has  located  his  farm  about  five  miles  from 
Mill  creek,  being  the  farthest  and  most  western  settler  in  this  direction 
in  the  territory.  I  have  taken  a  wide  circuit  in  the  woods  and  find  fine- 
land.  The  Nobles  have  a  fine  farm,  but  the  best  mill  sites  are  taken. 
42 
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Theiv  is  a  {^rcat  deal  of  ague  and  fever  at  Mill  Creek,  and  frequent 
attacks  (if  f«'vor  followed  by  conijestion.  very  dangerous.  It  is  supposed  to 
be  caused  b.v  Dexter's  niill-dani,  and  the  overflow  and  drying  away  of 
the  mill  pond,  which  cover.s  much  limber. 

Fiui>AV.  .IiLY  2S. — At  Ypsilanii;  liavc  spent  most  of  tlie  day  h>okiug 
around.  Nature  has  designed  it  a  place  of  business.  It  is  nine  miles 
below  Ann  Arbor,  and  four  miles  above  the  landing  where  boats  of  20 
tons  burthen  arrive  from  the  lake  to  unload.    Land  high. 

Jri.v  20. — To-day  bought  two  village  lots,  for  which  I  ]>aid  flOO,  and 
went  again  to  Ann  Aib(»r. 

Su.\i>AV.  JiLV  :{(). — Ann  Arbor.  There  is  no  church,  and  no  preaching. 
It  seems  a  day  for  lounging  and  gossip.  In  the  afternoon  saw  Mr. — 
Higby  united  in  Hymen's  gentle  bonds  to  Miss  Ann  (iorluim. 

JiLV  :il. — Went  with  Dr.  \V.  lo  Saline;  good  land,  but  broken;  have 
concluded  to  purchase  near  Vpsilanti.  The  lands  on  the  Chicago  road, 
now  being  built,  and  also  on  the  river,  are  mostly  kept  up  by  speculators. 

August  1. — Took  a  deed  of  the  farm  purchased  yesterday,  and  returned 
to  Ann  Arbor. 

NAVIGATING  THE   HURON. 

August  18,  1838,  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Vpsilanti.  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  "that  we  proceed  to  build  a  boat  this  fall,  provided  we 
can  raise  the  money.''  Twenty-three  individuals,  five  of  whom  are  still 
living,  subscribed  $242,  The  boat  was  built  at  a  cost  of  |:^84.50,  and 
christened  '"The  Ex])eriment."  It  was  propelled  by  setting  poles,  though 
Mr.  Norris  says  it  was  built  partly  by  steam,  as  he  finds  by  an  item  in 
Elijah  Grant's  account  of  material  furnished  from  his  store  toward  his 
stock:  "^  gall,  whiskey,  22c.,  pr.  Ashe,"  the  marine  architect  who  built 
her.  She  was  a  long,  low  keel  boat,  ribbed  and  made  of  the  best  oak. 
bow  and  stern  decked,  and  a  tread, mill  walk  along  each  gunwhale  for 
the  polers.  She  made  several  trips  from  Ypsilanii  to  Detroit,  but  was 
found  unprofitable. 

FROM  1S30  TO  1S40. 

In  18.'',(»  we  tind  the  county  of  Washtenaw  with  a  population  of  4,032. 

It  was  still  on  the  verge  of  the  wilderness;  steamboats  in  their  infancy, 
only  24  years  after  the  ox|»eriment  of  Kobert  Fultcm;  railroads,  none: 
lelegrajdis  yet  in  the  forked  ligiiining  and  not  bottled. 

By  statements  in  the  Gazetteer  for  the  State  of  Michigan  in  1838, 
Washtenaw  county  returns  of  productions  are  as  follows: 

Eleven  grist  mills,  30  saw  mills,  3  carding  machines.  2  cloth  dressing 
shops,  2  distilleries,  55  merchants.  104.t;(53  bushels  wheat,  734  bushels 
rye,  122,0S!>  bushels  corn.  2(i::.si7  IiusIk-Is  oals.  1,084  bushels  buckwheat, 
•-'.42.':  j)ouiids  Max.  15.7.''.2  head  neat  stock,  1.720  horses,  5,412  sheep,  115.- 
<;J0  hogs. 

BANKS. 

Millers'  Hatik  of  Washtenaw.  .\nii  .\rbor.  Washtenaw  conulv.  Estab- 
lished Xovember  2:'.,  1S37;  capital  S.^.O.OOO.OO. 

P.ank  of  Manchester.  Mandiester.  Washtenaw  count  v.  December  1. 
1S37;  cajtilal  -SI 00.000.00. 

P.ank  of  Saline.  Salinr'.  W'.isliicn;! w  countv.  December  4  1837.  capital 
18:100,000.00. 
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Farmers'  Bank  of  Sharon,  Sharon.  Washtenaw  county,  December  2S, 
1837;  capital  |50,000.00. 

Huron  Kiver  Bank,  Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  county,  January  17,  1838; 
capital  1100,000.00. 

Citizens'  Bank  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Washtenaw  county,  January 
17,  1838;  capital  $100,000.00.  ' 

Bank  of  Superior,  Superior,  Washtenaw  countv,  January  17,  1838; 
capital  1100,000.00. 

Coming"  forward  to  1840.  what  an  eventful  ten  years  to  the  Territory 
passing  into  a  State!  Its  population  212,267, — seven  times  that  of  1830. 
It  fairly  makes  the  head  whirl  to  recall  the  many  events  that  crowd  this 
decade.  The  population  of  the  county  in  '40  almost  equal  to  that  of  the 
State  in  '30. 

EARLY  RAILROADING. 

Mr.  Xorris  says  that  private  enterprise  was  not  idle.  Twenty-four 
chartered  railroads  undertook  to  create  1,011  miles  of  railroad.  Wash- 
tenaw had,  in  1836,  the  "Monroe  and  Ypsilanti.  with  a  capital  stock  of 
1400,000.00.  It  was  to  run  from  Ypsilanti  via  Rawson's  Mill,  to  some 
point  on  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  near  Monroe,  to  com- 
mence in  two  years,  finish  twelve  miles  in  four  years,  and  get  through  in 
eight.  There  is  no  survey,  no  stock,  and  no  road  yet.  But  of  all  these 
railroads  that  promised  so  much  under  tlie  stimulus  of  'wild-cat'  bank 
paper,  none  performed  but  the  old  'Detroit  and  St.  Joseph,'  and  its 
successor  the  well-known  'Central.'  Chartered  as  a  private  company 
in  1831.  with  nominal  capital  of  |1, 500.000,  the  company  had  in  good 
faith,  and  under  many  adverse  fates,  expended  nearly  |117,000,  when  it 
was  sold  to  the  State  in  1837.  At  a  cost  of  about  |400,000,  including 
rolling  stock,  it  was,  February  5,  1838,  completed  to  Ypsilanti.  Its, 
receipts  for  the  first  four  months  and  eleven  days  of  its  existence  were 
123,963.56.  They  nearly  doubled  that  in  the  next  two  months,  trans- 
porting nearly  10,000  passengers,  or  an  average  of  200  for  each  working 
day.  It  reached  Ann  Arbor  in  October,  1839.  *  *  *  This  road  was 
built  on  a  continuous  wooden  rail  or  stringer  of  sawed  timber.  This 
rail  was  fitted  into  sawed  ties  held  to  the  tie  in  a  trapezoidal  groove  by 
wooden  wedges.  On  the  top  of  this  continuous  stringer  was  spiked  the 
old  iron  strap-rail  (when  they  had  it),  and  when  they  didn't  a  l|x3  incli 
oak  ribbon  nailed  to  the  tie,  did  duty  in  its  place." 

The  passenger  car  of  tliat  day  resembled  an  omnibus,  placed  at  right 
angles  to  tlie  track,  moving  sidewise  on  four  wheels.  The  conductor 
walked  a  platform  in  front  and  along  the  end  of  the  omnibus,  and  col- 
lected his  fares,  hanging  by  his  arm  to  the  window. 

WOMAN'S  WORK. 

In  Mr.  Norris'  address,  he  pays  the  following  beautiful  and  deserved 
tribute  to  the  pioneer  women:  Nor  was  it  always  the  dark  side  of  the 
shield  which  looked  out  upon  the  pioneer,  for  though  many,  perhaps 
most,  of  the  early  settlers  were  a  rough  and  godless  band  of  hardy 
adventurers,  yet  manhood  and  womanhood  were  there  in  all  their 
strength  and  beauty;  and  nowhere  in  the  world  of  created  intelligence 
did  God's  "last  best  gift  to  man"  m.ore  clearly  assume  the  character  of 
a  help-mate,  than  in  the  log  cabins  and  amid  the  rough  and  trying  scenes 
incident  to  a  home  in  the  wilderness.  Ever  foremost  in  the  work  of 
civilization  and  progress,  she  was  to-day  physician,  to-morrow  nurse,  and 
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next  day  teiubt'i-,  yet  always  busy  in  that  wearisome  household  work 
that  knows  no  pause  "from  morn  till  dewy  eve,"  from  month  to  month, 
and  year  to  year,  as  throuj^h  many  privations,  and  much  new  and  strange 
experience  of  that  "necessity  which  is  the  mother  of  invention."'  hand  to 
hand,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  worked  out  the  green  arches  of  the  forest, 
the  beginnings  of  the  \Yashtenaw  of  to-day. 

PIONEER   PRICES. 

In  31  days  from  New  York,  merchandise  is  leady  for  sale  in  July, 
1829,  at  the  following  reasonable  prices:  Shirting,  12i  cents  per  yard; 
sheeting,  18f ;  iron,  9  cents  a  pound;  nails,  11  cents;  tea  $1  to  $1.25; 
collVe  25  cents;  rum  $1.50  per  gallon;  brandy,  |2  (to  inn-keepei's.  $1.87-^); 
whisky,  50  cents;  by  the  barrel,  37^  cents.  Then,  as  now,  sales  "on 
credit"  exceeded  the  cash  sales;  but  there  were  few  bad  debts.  Now 
and  then  we  find  an  account  balanced  after  the  quaint  and  (juiet  way 
of  the  bookkeeper,  by  the  entry,  "Run  away  like  a  scoundrel."  In  those 
days  it  was  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  debt  was  dreaded. 

Passing  from  the  trade  to  the  social  life  of  those  earlier  days.  I  will 
give  you  a  scene  near  the  Raisin,  between  Adrian  and  Monroe,  in  the 
winter  of  '32  and  '33,  which  will  furnish  truthfully  the  lights  and  shadows 
of  pioneer  life.  A  party  of  tw'o  ladies  and  two  gentlemen,  after  a 
weary  drive  through  the  wilderness,  passing  on  the  way  two  or  three  log 
cabins,  are  approaching  at  nightfall  the  solitary  log  house  of  Judge 
Tiffany.    Here  let  one  of  the  ladies  speak  for  herself. 

*  *  *  "Everything  looked  wild  and  gloomy  without,  and  I  must 
confess  I  dreaded  to  go  in  with  so  many  of  us  to  stay,  and  we  had  heard 
that  t^o  families  lived  there;  but  in  we  went,  when,  lo!  instead  of  seven 
or  eight  ragged  children  we  might  possibly  have  seen,  we  found  a  large, 
comfortable  fire,  the  inmates  all  well  dressed,  floor  carpeted,  two  larg»* 
bureaus,  a  sideboard,  a  very  large  looking-glass,  in  one  corner  of  the  room 
a  large  library,  a  bass  viol  and  bassoon  hanging  up.  I  assure  you  that 
the  change  from  the  outside  to  the  inside  of  the  premises  was  sudden  and 
startling.  There  were  about  20  persons  present,  most  of  whom  came 
three  or  four  miles,  their  nearest  neighbor  lieing  a  mile  and  a  half  away. 
Judge  Tiffany's  family  came  in  last  fall  from  Palmyra;  had  a  saw-mill, 
and  village  laid  out  (of  cour.se),  to  be  called  Fairfield,  when  they  get  a 
]>ost office.  We  were  affectionately  received,  hospitably  entertained,  and 
found  them  a  highly  interesting  family." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Washtenaw  Pioneer  Society,  held  at  Ann  Arbor 
Feb.  24.  1874,  many  interesting  relics  were  brought  out,  which  served 
to  link  the  y)resen1  with  the  past.  Among  them  was  an  odd-looking 
instruinent.  which,  on  inquiry  was  said  to  Ik*  a  jiiano,  though  it  ])ossesses 
few,  if  any,  features  common  to  these  instruments  nowadays.  It  was 
brought  to  Ann  Arbor  in  May,  1827.  John  Anderson  conveyed  it  from 
Detroit  with  an  ox  team.  The  teamster  was  somewhat  fearful  as  to  the 
contents  of  the  box.  "it  tliundered  so,"  but  was  finally  persuaded  to  help 
unlo;id  il.  It  was  first  set  uj»  in  the  liouse  of  ITarvey  Austin,  and  is  still 
in  the  i)osses.sion  of  a  citizen  of  Ann  Arbor — Mrs  C.  A.  Chapin,  daughter 
of  Hon.  James  Kingsley. 

The  Tawas  and  Poltawat  lonii<'  Indians  frecpiently  danced  to  its  music, 
and  (m  one  occasion  one  of  the  chiefs  was  strenuous  in  his  elTorts  to 
exchange  half  a  dozen  ponies  for  the  instrument  and  the  fair  performer. 
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The  piano  was  manufactured  in  New  York  by  John  Kearsing  &  Sou,  and 
purchased  for  |75.  It  has  only  five  octaves,  and  was  the  first  instrument 
of  the  kind  brought  west  of  Detroit. 

As  early  as  the  winter  of  1825  the  first  public  ball  was  held  in  Ann 
Arbor,  in  a  log  tavern.  The  next  was  given  the  winter  following,  the 
occasion  being  the  inauguration  of  a  Masonic  Lodge.  The  guests  from 
Detroit  were  Gren.  Cass,  Judge  Witherell,  O.  Cook,  L.  Cook,  Gen.  Larned, 
Gen.  Schwartz,  James  Abbot,  and  Nathan  Newell.  The  bill  of  fare  for 
this  occasion  consisted  of  wild  honey  and  cranberries;  the  meats  were 
of  the  wild  deer  and  turkey;  the  wines,  brandy,  etc.,  were  brought  from 
Detroit. 

All  the  ladies  present  had  the  lionor  of  dancing  with  Gen.  Cass.  The 
ball  continued  till  late  the  next  morning,  when  Gen.  Cass  and  his  suite 
started  for  Detroit  in  a  lumber  wagon. 

ANN  ARBOR— A  HISTORY  OF  ITS  EARLY  SETTLEMENT. 

BY  J.   Q.   A.   SESSIOXS. 

In  the  mouth  of  February.  1824.  John  Allen  of  Virginia  and  Elisha 
Walker  Rumsey  and  wife  of  Genesee  county.  State  of  New  York,  met  by 
accident  in  Detroit,  and  soon  formed  an  acquaintance.  Both  were  in 
search  of  a  new  home  in  the  forests  of  Michigan.  They  started  for  the 
interior  of  the  Territory  together,  and  on  arriving  in  this  vicinity  located 
some  lands  belonging  to  the  Ignited  States  government,  embracing  a  beau- 
tiful burr-oak  plain  on  section  29  in  township  2  south,  range  6  east,  with 
the  Huron  river  on  the  north  and  east  and  a  small  stream  since  known  as 
Allen's  creek  on  the  west. 

At  the  foot  of  a  bill  on  the  east  side  of  this  creek  they  pitched  a  tent 
and  built  an  arbor,  and  Mrs.  Ann  Rumse}'  became  the  mistress  of  the 
new  home.  After  the  arrival  of  Mrs.  Ann  Allen,  the  wife  of  John 
Allen  (during  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year),  this  primitive  home  was 
called  "Ann's  Arbor,"  which  finally  assisted  the  early  settlers  to  fix  upon 
an  appropriate  name  for  their  new  and  thrifty  village. 

A  log  house  was  also  soon  erected  by  Allen  and  Rumsey  in  the  same 
locality,  and  which  stood  on  the  south  side  of  Huron  street,  near  what  is 
now  known  as  the  southwest  corner  of  Hui'on  and  First  streets,  near 
Allen's  creek.  In  this  house  Mr.  Rumsey  and  wife  kept  for  several  years 
a  tavern  known  as  "The  Washtenaw  Coffee  House."  He  owned  160 
acres  of  land  lying  south  of  Huron  street.  Mr.  Allen  owned  320  acres 
north  of  this  street,  and  built  in  the  year  1825  a  block-house  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Huron  streets,  where  the  Gregory  block 
now  stands.  He  was  a  A'ery  energetic  and  intelligent  citizen,  of  fine 
and  commanding  appearance,  and  was  the  first  postmaster  and  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  the  father  of  James  C.  Allen  of  this 
city. 

In  1810.  during  the  excitement  concerning  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California,  Mr.  Allen  visited  that  region  and  died  there  soon  after  his 
arrival. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1821,  James  Turner  Allen,  the  brother  of 
John  Allen,  arrived  at  the  new  settlement  with  their  aged  parents  and 
the  family  of  John  Allen.  James  T.  Allen  located  a  small  farm  on  sec- 
tion 28.  on  the  south  side  of  Huron  river  and  near  the  eastern  limits  of 
this  city. 

The  next  spring  after  the  arrival  of  Allen  and  Rumsey,  Asa  L.  Smith, 
with  his  wife  and  one  r-hild.  came  to  Ann  Arbor  on  foot  through  the 
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Avood.s,  briDjjfiu^i-  ou  his  back  all  tlieii-  ]H(i]»('iry.  and  liaviug  on  his  arrival 
ht'iv  but  one  shilling'  in  liis  ]>ocket.  He  was  a  Laii»i'ntei-  by  trade,  and 
built  a  house  a  short  disianee  west  of  the  jtresent  Gregory  house.  A 
few  years  afterwards  he  built  the  brick  building  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Lodholz  for  a  bakery  and  residence,  and  situated  on  the  corner  of  Broad- 
way and  Canal  streets  in  tlie  fifth  ward  of  this  city. 

In  1825  there  were  nine  small  houses  in  Ann  Arbor,  located  and 
occupied  as  near  as  can  be  now  ascertained  as  follows: 

Elisha  \y.  Kumsey  occuj)ied  the  "^Vashteuaw  (.'otlee  House,"  and  John 
Allen  the  block-liouse  before  mentioned.  A  log  house  with  a  frame  addi- 
tion stood  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Ann  streets.  Two  small 
houses  stood  on  the  opposite  side  of  Main  street  near  the  spot  where 
Duffy's  store  now  stands,  and  were  occupied  by  two  brothers,  James  and 
<  Jeo.  W.  Xoyes.  A  frame  house  stood  on  Huron  street  near  the  "Cook 
House."  and  was  built  and  occupied  by  Cornelius  Ousterliout,  a  carpenter 
and  joiiiei-.  Another  log  house  stood  neai-  the  northeast  «H)rner  of  Main 
and  Washington  streets.  Farther  south,  on  Main  street,  up  in  the  woods, 
was  another  log  house  occupied  by  Alva  Brown.  Such  was  the  appear- 
ance of  Ann  Arbor,  w'hen  one  who  is  still  with  us.  ('apt.  Cliarlt's  Thayer, 
first  saw  it  in  1825. 

Two  years  later  (in  1827),  Ann  Arbor  had  become  a  village  of  consider- 
a})l('  inij»ortance  and  boasted  of  three  stores  which  were  well  supplied 
with  a  general  assortment  of  mei-chandise,  and  three  new  taverns  had 
also  ai)peared  as  rivals  of  Kumsey's  ''Coffee  House."  Andrew  Nowland, 
the  father  of  John  S.  Nowland,  accommodated  the  public  near  the  north 
end  of  State  street,  a  short  distance  above  where  the  railroad  crosses 
the  street.  Samuel  Camp  kept  hotel  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and 
Huron  streets,  and  Ira  W.  liird  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and 
Huuon.  directly  ojiposite  that  of  Mr.  Cam]>,  while  Oliver  Whitmore  had 
succeeded  Mr.  Kumsey  at  the  Coffee  House  near  the  crcM'k. 

Mercliandise  and  su])plies  of  nearly  every  kind  were  ])rocured  at  De- 
troit, and  brought  through  the  woods  and  mud  in  wagons  by  way  of 
Plymouth,  or  by  boats  ]>ushed  up  the  Huron  river  to  Rawsonvillo  (then 
called  Snow's  Landing),  and  conveyed  in  wagons  the  remainder  of  the 
distance  to  Ann  Aibor.  The  poj)ulation  of  the  village  at  this  time  was 
about  150,  and  contained  between  20  and  :'0  «lwellings.  Previous  to 
1832  there  was  but  one  small  grist-mill  licic  with  one  luii  (if  stone  and 
built  near  the  ]iresent  dam  on  Hui-on  river. 

Henry  Welcli  was  also  anuuig  the  nxu-e  iiromineiil  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Ann  Arbor.  He  came  here  in  182(5  with  his  family  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  Harrisonluiig.  \'irginia.  He  was  for  several  years  one  of  the  most 
])rominenl  and  successful  iiiercliants  in  the  village,  and  oc(Mipied  a  store 
on  the  sonlhwesi  cnrner  <>f  Main  and  Ilnron  streets.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man of  the  N'irginia  scIkkiI.  and  possessed  excellent  business  (|iialities. 
His  two  (hiuglitei's  are  slill  li\int:'  here,  one  the  widow  of  Di'.  Snuniel 
Denton  and  the  other  the  widow  of  Oiney  Hawkins. 

It  should  be  stated  here  that  Cyrus  Peckwith  was  ilie  tirsi  merchant 
who  bi-ought  a  slock  of  goods  to  Ann  Arbor,*  and  tlie  lirsi  registei'  of 
deeds  after  the  organization  of  Washtenaw   eounly. 

In  .\ugust.  ISUT.  Klisha  ^^'.  IJiupsey  died  in  the  house  luiilt  by  Mr. 
0\is(erhanl,  and  the  la\ern  was  orrupied  ;iboiil  lliis  lime  by  Olixei'  Whit- 


•Slnce  the  above  was  written,  I  have  learned  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Mnynard  that  John  Har- 
ford opened  the  first  store  In  Ann  Arhor.  This  store  was  In  Allen's  bloek-honse.  Mr. 
Maynard  Is  probably  the  oldest  reKldeiit  of  .\nn  Arbor  now  llvlnR.  He  came  here  Sept. 
lOlh,  1K24,  and  John  Harford  wa.'<  (Inn  k>'e|>liiK'  .store.  This  w;is  several  months  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  Mr.   I'.erkwiil'. 
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more.  Mr.  Eumsey  was  captain  of  the  first  militia  company  organized  in 
this  county,  and  the  first  training  by  the  militia  was  in  1825.  One  small 
company  then  comprised  the  entire  militia  of  this  county.  His  brother, 
Judge  Henry  Eumsey,  located,  in  182G,  80  acres  of  land,  including  the 
grounds  of  the  UniA^ersity  of  Michigan.  ♦ 

The  plat  of  the  village  of  Ann  Arbor  was  recorded  May  25th,  1824,  in 
the  Register's  office  at  Detroit.  The  village  became  the  county  seat  in 
1824,  on  condition  that  a  block  of  the  village  plat  should  be  donated, 
on  which  the  court  house  should  be  erected,  and  also  a  block  for  a  jail. 
John  Allen  gave  th^  required  land  for  the  court  house  (where  it  now 
stands),  and  Mr.  Rumsey  gave  a  block  for  a  jail.  This  block  is  now 
occupied  for  a  lumber  yard  on  Liberty  street.  A  small  building  for  a 
jail  was  built  there  with  funds  contributed  by  the  citizens  and  Israel 
Branch  was  the  first  jailor.  This  building  burned  down  several  years 
after.  Previous  to  January  1st,  1827,  Washtenaw  county  had  been 
attached  to  Wayne  county  for  judicial  purposes.  The  public  records 
-were  kept  at  Detroit.  But  in  1827  a  county  court  for  this  county  was 
organized  with  Judge  Samuel  W.  Dexter,  of  Dexter,  as  first  judge. 
Anthony  Case  and  Oliver  Whitmore  were  associate  judges.  David  E. 
Lord  was  county  clerk;  Benjamin  J.  Woodruff,  sheriff;  Cyrus  Beckwith, 
register  of  deeds,  and  Bethuel  Farrand,  judge  of  probate. 

In  May,  1827,  Edward  Clark,  Esq.,  who  is  still  with  us,  came  to  Ann 
Arbor  and  opened  a  store  of  general  merchandise,  occupying  a  build- 
ing on  the  east  side  of  Main  street  near  Washington  street.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  built  and  occupied  a  frame  store  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street  where  now  the  store  owned  by  Mr.  Vandewalker  stands,  and  known 
as  the  Farmers'  store.  The  old  two  story  building  torn  down  a  few 
years  since  to  give  place  to  the  new  one,  was  the  same  building  erected  by 
Clark  in  1828.  David  and  Jonathan  Ely  were  also  merchants  here  when 
Clark  arrived.  Hethcot  Mowey  opened  a  store  here  in  1830,  and  Judge 
Edward  Mundy  and  O.  H.  Thompson  opened  stores  in  1831,  Wm.  S. 
Maynard  soon  after  opened  a  tavern  in  John  Allen's  block-house,  and  a 
store  in  the  frame  building  adjoining  the  block-house. 

In  the  summer  of  1827  several  hundred  Indians  arrived  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  occupied  three  camps,  nearly  surrounding  the  village.  Rumors  had 
preceded  them  to  the  effect  that  they  were  on  the  war-path  and  intended 
to  burn  the  village  and  scalp  the  inhabitants.  But  the  Indians  proved  to 
be  peaceful,  and  quietly  left  the  next  day.  It  was,  however,  an  anxious 
night  for  some  of  our  early  settlers.  It  was  afterwards  explained  that 
«^  some  of  these  Indians  had  been  to  Maiden  to  draw  their  annual  presents 
from  the  British  Government  for  services  in  the  war  of  1812,  while  other 
bands  were  on  their  way  thither,  and  accidentally  met  at  Ann  Arbor 
those  returning.  Small  bauds  of  Indians  frequently  visited  the  village 
to  trade  with  the  settlers  and  exchange  berries,  venison,  furs,  and 
maple  sugar  for  dry  goods,  and  "scuta  waboo"  or  fire-water. 

In  1829  Anson  Brown  purchased  of  Andrew  Nowland  the  land  now 
comprising  a  portion  of  the  fifth  ward,  and  soon  after  built. the  dam 
across  the  river,  and  a  grist  mill  where  now  stands  the  large  flouring 
mill  of  Swift  &  Co.  He  also  built  the  brick  block  opposite  the  mill,  and 
occupied  the  center  building  for  a  store.  In  1832  he  with  Edward  L. 
Fuller  platted  what  is  known  as  Brown  &  Fuller's  addition  to  Ann 
Arbor.  Brown  came  to  Ann  Arbor  in  1827  and  was  a  merchant  and 
occupied  a  general  retail  store  on  Main  street  at  or  near  the  location 
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of  Wines  &  Woidon's  store.  He  was  one  of  llie  most  enerfjelie  and 
thoroiifrli  Imsincss  men  of  the  villa.ire,  and  if  liis  life  liad  l)een  spared  the 
deveh)|.mcni  and  liislorv  of  Ann  Arbor  would  probably  hav*'  l)een 
ditl'ereut  in  some  respects  from  what  it  actnallv  has  been.  Uv  was 
determined  the  future  city  of  .\nn  Arbor  shouhl  be  <m  the  norlli  side 
of  the  Huron  River,  and  at  one  time  he  seemed  lilccly  to  succeed.  In 
1832  he  obtained  tlic  appointment  of  postmaster  and  removed  the  post- 
office  to  the  lower  villa<,'<*.  This  movement  caused  p-reat  excitement 
amonj;  the  uj.im'i-  villa<!:ers.  He  broujfht  up  the  njail  in  his  hat  to  the 
upper  village  and  distributed  Die  mail  to  the  peoj)le  on  the  streets.  A 
meetinjx  of  the  citizens  of  the  upper  villac^e  was  held  in  1834  for  the 
purpose  of  recommendinir  to  the  Postmaster  General  the  appointment  of 
another  postmaster,  not  because  there  was  any  ]»ersonal  objecti(»n  to 
P.rown,  bu^  in  order  to  secure  its  return  to  the  upper  villajre.  That  meet- 
intr  recommended  (Miarles  Thayer,  who  still  resides  with  us  on  Huron 
street.  The  petition  was  sent  to  Washinjjton  for  liis  ai)p(»intment  and 
it  was  received  Sejttembei*  3(1,  1834.  A  short  time  previous  to  this  Mr. 
Brown  had  died  of  cholera,  and  Thayer  took  possession  of  the  post- 
office,  and  soon  aftei'  removed  it  to  the  upj)er  villajrc  By  the  death  of 
Brown  and  the  loss  of  the  postoffice  the  o'o^vth  of  the  lower  villapre  was 
permanently  cripjded.  "Huron  block,"  on  the  southeast  side  of  Broad- 
way, was  built  in  1834  by  Brown  i^-  Fuller,  about  the  time  Brown  died. 
In  1S3l'  .Iiistice  (loodini;  built  the  Washtenaw  House,  and  in  1S34  I>r. 
Kello;;o's  buildin<i:  was  built  by  Chester  I]i<::alls. 

In  1832  the  Indian  chief  Black  Hawk  declared  war  ajjainst  the  white 
jieople.  and  the  soldiers  commanded  by  Gen.  Scott  broujjht  the  cholera 
to  Michijian.  These  two  calamities,  an  Indian  war  and  tlic  cholera,  im- 
j)eded  the  f^rowth  of  the  early  settlements  of  Michijian  for  several  years, 
lint  few  immij,M'ants  came  into  the  Territory  and  in  fact  were  prevented 
fittm  cnminj;  to  Washtenaw  county  by  armed  men  stationed  on  the  road 
leading  into  'S'psilanti  from  the  east.  This  ju-ecaulionary  measure  was 
ridiculed  at  the  time,  but  as  there  were  no  cases  of  cholera  at  Ypsilanti 
or  Ann  Arbor  it  was  claimed  this  action  of  the  authorities  alone  pre- 
vented its  spread  among  the  settlers  of  these  towns.  Other  places  which 
did  not  take  such  measures  were  visited  by  the  cholera  and  many  of  the 
settlers  fell  victims  to  this  fatal  disease.  In  1834  the  cholera  again  made 
its  ap|»»*arance  in  .Michigan.  Xo  stringent  measui-es  were  at  this  time 
taken  by  the  authoriiies  of  the  village  and  it  soon  a)>pear(>d  in  ,Vnn 
Arbor,  and  several  i)ersons  became  its  victims.  Among  them  was  .\nson 
Brown,  the  hero  of  the  lower  village  above  mentioned.  It  should  lie 
stated  here  that  Mr.  Brown  was  greatly  assisted  in  his  enterpi-ises  by  his 
])arfnei'  in  real  estate  transactions,  Mr.  Edward  L.  Fuller.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  energetic,  persevering,  and  ]»eisistent  business  men  of  the 
village.  When  the  ('alifoiiiia  "gold  fever"  broke  out  among  the  people 
of  .\nii  .\rboi'  in  ISJC.  Mr.  Fullei-  wnt  to  r'ajifornia  and  died  so(»n  after 
hr-  arrived  thei-e. 

Tin*  first  newspaper  published  in  Ann  .\ilM»r  was  called  "The  Kmi- 
grant."  and  first  apjieared  in  1820.  It  was  published  by  Mr.  Simpson. 
It  sofin  [jassed  into  the  hands  of  Judge  Dexter  an<l  became  tlu^  organ  of 
the  AniiMasonic  party,  and  was  then  called  "The  Western  Kmigrant." 

Fn  Is.'.l  Loren  Mills  built  the  first  l)rick  house  in  .\nn  .\rbor.  This 
<dd  hindniark  is  still  stan<ling  on  the  southwest  corner  of  .Main  and 
Libeiiy  streets,  near'  the  store  of  Mack  &  S<-limi«l.  The  first  scluxd  was 
Jaught   by  Harriet    I'Mrsnus.   wlm  .iftcrwiiuls  Iicciinr  ilif  wif.-  of  Liin-n 
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Mills.     A  Miss  Monroe,  however,  first  opened  the  school  and  taught  a 
few  weeks,  when  she  died  and  Miss  Parsons  succeeded  her  as  teacher. 

Rev.  John  A.  Baughman  was  the  first  Methodist  minister  who  preached 
in  Ann  Arbor,  and  it  has  been  supposed  he  was  the  first  minister  who 
preached  the  gospel  within  the  limits  of  the  village;  but  it  is  now  con- 
ceded that  a  Baptist  minister  named  Moses  Clark  first  preached  here. 

He  came  to  Ann  Arbor  in  1825  and  located  KJO  acres  of  land  with 
Amos  Hicks,  on  section  2G,  in  the  township  of  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  died 
a  few  years  after  he  settled  there.  He  preached  here  in  the  summer  of 
1825.  Mr.  Baughman  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year. 

The  Presbyterian  church  was  the  first  church  organized  in  Ann  Arbor, 
and  it  was  organized  August  21,  1826.  in  a  log  school  house  standing 
near  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Ann  streets.  Rev.  William  Page 
was  the  first  minister  of  this  church,  and  he  remained  here  several  years 
and  returned  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

Among  the  first  members  of  the  legal  profession  who  settled  in  Ann 
Arbor  were  James  Kingsley,  Marcus  Lane,  and  Elisha  W.  Belcher,  who 
came  here  about  the  year  1826.  Gideon  Wilcoxson  followed  in  1827, 
and  E.  W.  Morgan  in  1829.  Olney  Hawkins  located  here  in  1832,  and 
Judge  E.  Lawrence  soon  after  this.  Mr.  Lane  afterwards  removed  to 
Ypsilanti.  and  Belcher  to  the  western  part  of  the  State.  Previous  to 
1830  Mr.  Wilcoxson  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  jjeace  and  prosecuting 
attornev  bv  appointment  from  General  Cass,  then  Governor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. '  He  died  August  30,  1830.  Mr.  Hawkins  died  in  1875.  Mr. 
Kingsley  and  Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr.  Lawrence  are  so  well  known  nothing 
more  need  be  said  of  them.    They  are  still  able  to  speak  for  themselves. 

Dr.  David  E.  Lord  and  Dr.  Samuel  Denton  were  the  first  physicians 
w^ho  settled  in  Ann  Arbor.  They  came  here  in  1826.  Among  the  other 
pioneer  physicians  were  Seth  Markham.  Philip  Brigham.  and  Robert  P. 
Chase,  Charles  Jefferies,  Martin  Cowles.  and  Charles  Backus. 

The  population  of  Ann  Arbor  village  in  1831  was  830;  Ypsilanti  con- 
tained 500  inhabitants;  Detroit  4,910,  and  Washtenaw  county  4,042.  At 
the  general  election  in  1831  Judge  Samuel  W.  Dexter,  Austin  E.  Wing, 
and  Gen.  John  R.  Williams  were  candidates  for  the  office  of  Delegate  to 
Congress  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Wing  was  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate.  Williams  was  an  Independent  candidate,  while  Judge 
Dexter  was  the  candidate  of  the  Anti-Masons.  The  vote  in  this  county 
was  as  follows:  Wing  227,  Dexter  389,  Williams  5,  making  a  total  vote 
of  621  in  the  countv.  The  vote  each  received  in  the  Territory  was  as 
follows:  Wing,  2,100;  Dexter,  1,388;  Williams,  1.160.  Total  vote, 
4,588. 

Another  of  the  early  settlers  who  will  be  remembered  by  the  people  of 
this  county  as  long  as  any  of  them  shall  be  permitted  to  live  was  Mr. 
Solon  Cook,  the  proprietor  of  the  home  of  the  traveler,  known  far  and 
wide  as  ''Cook's  Hotel."  Mr.  ('ook  came  to  Ann  Arbor  in  August,  1830. 
His  wife  came  the  November  following.  They  came  from  Auburn,  State 
of  New  York.  He  was  a  harness-maker  by  trade,  and  opened  a  harness 
shop  in  a  small  building  where  now  the  store  of  J.  Donnelly  stands.  He 
soon  afterwards  moved  into  the  tavern  built  by  Ira  W.  Bird  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Main  and  Huron  streets,  where  the  savings  bank  now 
stands.  Here  he  keitt  a  ternjierance  liouse  until  he  purchased  the 
43 
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premises  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Huron  and  Fourth  streets,  which 
has  been  one  of  the  noted  hmdniarks  of  the  cilj  ever  since.  When  he 
purchased  these  premises  there  was  a  frame  house  built  thereon,  and 
occupied  by  our  fellow-townsman,  Charles  Thayer.  Mr.  Cook  built  a 
lar<;e  addition  to  this  buildinji',  and  opened  the  house  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  i)ul)lic.  lie  afterwards,  at  different  times,  built  additions  to 
his  hotel  until  it  became  a  larj^e  and  commodious  mansion,  and  one  of  the 
jtrinoipal  i»laces  of  resort  by  the  public  till  it  was  moved  off  the  grounds, 
in  1871.  to  make  room  for  the  present  brick  block  known  as  the  "Cook 
House."  Mr.  Cook  remained  at  his  post  as  proprietor  of  his  liotel  over 
.'^7  years.  During  all  this  time  he  kept-a  temi)erance  house.  There  was 
no  bar  for  the  sale  of  liquors  in  his  hotel  at  any  time.  The  last  years 
of  Mr.  Cook  wei'e  spent  at  his  private  residence  on  Huron  street.  He 
died  November  9th,  1875. 

Another  of  the  landmarks  of  our  city  is  known  as  the  Goodrich  build- 
ing, erected  by  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mr.  Chauncey  S. 
Goodrich.  He  came  to  Ann  Arbor  in  1830.  He  resided  in  the  township  of 
Lima  three  years  previous,  having  located  a  section  of  land  in  that 
township  in  1827.  In  1820  he  purchased  of  James  Abbott,  of  Detroit,  the 
block  on  the  east  side  of  the  grounds  owned  by  the  county  and  known  as 
the  public  sijuare,  paying  |l,0()()  therefor,  including  a  frame  building, 
which  has  within  a  few  years  past  been  repaired  and  changed  into  the 
l>r('sent  residence  of  his  son.  Merchant  H.  Goodrich.  In  1831  Mr.  Good- 
rich built  a  frame  building  on  this  block,  and  occupied  it  as  the  proprietor 
of  the  "Goodrich  House"  until  1842.  This  building  is  still  standing  and 
occupied  for  business  puri)oses.    He  died  April  2d.  1860. 

During  the  early  settlement  of  Ann  Arbor  the  village  could  justly  feel 
pioiid  of  its  good  society.'  Many  of  the  early  settlers  came  with  their 
families  from  the  old  and  cultivated  portions  of  the  east  and  south,  and 
Ann  Arbor  society  com])rised  several  refined,  educated,  and  enterprising 
gentlemen,  and  beautiful  and  accomplished  ladies.  Among  the  more 
prominent  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  assisted  in  making  the  social 
gatherings  attractive  and  entertaining  were  John  Allen  and  his  father 
.I;imes  Allen,  James  Kingsley.  Marcus  Lane,  Dr.  Samuel  Denton,  David 
and  Jonathan  Ely,  Gideon  Wilcoxson  and  wife,  Charles  Thayer  and 
wife,  James  Turner  Allen  and  wife,  Henry  Welch  and  family,  Edward 
Clark,  John  and  Kobert  Geddes,  Miss  Harriet  Parsons,  and  the  Misses 
Maynard  and  others. 

]U\i  it  is  impossilde  to  do  justice  to  such  a  sul)ject  in  the  brief  time 
I  have  been  able  to  give  to  it.  This  narrativ(»  is  only  intend<»d  as  a 
beginning  of  the  history  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  it  is  hoped,  now  that  a 
be;;inning  has  been  made,  that  some  older  s<'t(l(M"  than  I  will  take  up 
the  subject  and  comjdete  it.  Since  the  organization  of  the  ^^'ashtenaw 
County  Pioneer  Society  nf>  one  has  been  found  who  would  volunteer  to 
write  the  history  of  I  he  village  and  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  when  I  con- 
rhided  to  make  a  beginning,  iind  agiiin  urge  others  to  assist  in  the  work. 


W  A^  NE  COl'NTY. 

ITS  OKKMNAl.  AM>   ITS  PRESKNT  BOUNDARIES. 

In  1787  tin-  whole  vi-'^'utu  chiimed  by  the  Americans,  lying  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  rivei',  was  organized  by  Congress  into  a  Northwest  Territory. 
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On  the  nth  August  179(5,  Wayne  county  was  organized  including  all 
of  Michigan,  Northern  Ohio  and' Indiana  and  a  part  of  Illinois  and  Wis- 
consin.    The  county-seat  was  at  Detroit. 

"In  1796  Captain  Porter,  with  a  detachment  of  troops  from  General 
Wayne's  array,  took  possession  of  Detroit,  and  flung  to  the  breeze  the 
first  American  banner  that  ever  floated  over  the  soil  of  the  Peninsular 
State." 

The  town  of  Detroit  was  incorporated  in  1801.  By  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  nth  of  January,  180.5,  that  part  of  the  Northwest  Territory  lying 
between  Lake  Michigan  on  the  west,  and  Lakes  Huron,  St.  Clair,  and 
Erie,  and  their  connecting  straits  on  the  east,  was  organized  on  the  30th 
of  June  into  a  separate  territory  to  be  called  .Michigan.  Detroit  was 
the  seat  of  government. 

William  Hull  was  appointed  governor,  and  Stanley  Griswold,  Secre- 
tary, and  Augustus  B.  Woodward,  Frederick  Bates,  and  John  Griffin, 
Judges. 

Subsequently  Wayne  county  was  reduced  to  narrower  limits,  so  that 
now,  instead  of  its  original  almost  limitless  extent,  it  includes  only  the 
following  eighteen  townships,  viz.:  Grosse  Point.  Hamtramck,  Green- 
field, Bedford,  Livonia.  Plymouth,  ,  Canton,  Nankin,  Dearborn,  Spring- 
wells,  Ecorse,' Taylor.  Romulus,  Van  Buren,  Sumpter,  Huron,  Browns- 
town,  Monguagon.  and  the  city  of  Detroit. 

WAYNE     COUNTY. 

To  all  to  whou]  these  presents  may  come,  greeting:  Knoio  ye,  That  I 
do  hereby  lay  out  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  into  a  county,  to  be  called  the  county 
of  Wayne,  and  the  seat  of  justice  of  said  county  shall  be  at  the  city  of 
Detroit. 

And  for  the  execution  of  an  act,  entitled  ''an  act  concerning  highways 
and  roads,"  I  do  hereby  divide  the  said  territory  into  as  many  road  dis- 
tricts, as  there  are  militia  company  districts,  and  I  do  hereby  make  each 
militia  company  district,  a  road  district. 

And  I  do  hereby  abrogate  and  repeal  all  acts  of  the  executive  of  the 
said  Territory,  inconsistent  with  this  act. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused 
[l.  s.]     the  great' seal  of  the  territory  to  be  affixed,  at  Detroit,  this 
twenty-first  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  county  of  Wayne,  established  by  an  executive  act  of  November 
21st.  1815,  shall  be  bounded  as  follows: 

Beginning  in  Lake  St.  Clair,  on  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  at  a  point  due  east 
from  the  intersection  of  the  base  line  with  Lake  St.  Clair,  and  running 
thence  west  to  the  line  between  the  seventh  and  eighth  ranges,  east  of 
the  principal  meridian;  thence  with  the  said  line,  south  to  the  line  be- 
tween the  townships  numbered  four  and  five,  south  of  the  base  line; 
thence  with  the  said  line,  between  the  said  townships  4  and  5,  to  the 
middle  of  the  river  Huron  of  Lake  Erie;  thence  with  the  said  river,  keep- 
ing the  middle  thereof,  to  its  mouth;  thence  east  to  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  province  of  Upper  Canada;  thence 
with  the  said  boundary  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
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In  testimony  wiicieof,  I  have  caused  tliese  letters  to  l)e  made  patent, 
and  tlie  great  seal  of  the  said  territory  to  be  hereunto  aftixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Detroit,  this  tenth  day  of  September,  A.  D. 

1822.  and  of  tlu'  IjidepcndiMice  of  tlie  T'nited  States,  the  fortv-seventh. 

LEW.'  CASS. 
By  the  (lorcnior: 

Sccirtdn/  of  Micliiffdii   Tcnitorif. 

County-seat  of  Waym*  county  is  at  J)etroit. 

THE   DETROIT   riONKER   SOCIETY. 

was  organized  in  response  to  the  following  call: 

A  meeting  is  requested  of  gentlemen  who  have  been  permanent  resi- 
dents of  Detroit  and  vicinity  for  thirty  years  or  more,  at  the  parlors  of 
the  liiddle  House,  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Friday. 
April  21st.  1871.  for  the  ]»uri)Ose  of  forming  a  Pioneer  S(»ciety.  and  for 
the  transaction  of  .such  other  luisiness  as  mav  conu>  before  the  meeting. 

Dated  Detroit,  A{)ril  17.  1871. 

Signed,  Levi  Bishop,  E.  V.  Ckotte, 

HOUEIIT    ReUME,  J.    A.    Gl HARDEN, 

John  Owen,  Joseph  French, 

John'  J.  Leonard,  Clevel.vnd  Hint, 

Thomas  Lewis,  Ellis  Koberts, 

J.  L.  King,  Robert  E.  Roherts, 

J.    B.    SCOVEL.  F.    B.    SI15LEY. 

John  Windeij. 

Pursuant  to  tlu>  above  call,  about  sixty  <>f  the  old  residents  met  at  the 
Biddle  House,  on  the  evening  of  April  21st.  1871,  for  the  puri»ose  of 
organizing  a  I'ioneei-  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen    were  chosen  ((fVicers: 

('IminiKin — Levi  P.isliop. 

\'i(r  Chairman — Di*.  J.  L.  Whiting.  John  Farrar. 

Sccretarj/ — Robert  E.  Roberts. 

AftxUstant  Srcrctan/ — Cleveland  Hunt. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  tlie  chairman  and  a  number  of 
others  picsent.  all  appro\ing  the  formation  of  a  ])ioneer  society.  A  com- 
mittee (»f  five  was  then  appointed  to  i-ejtort  a  constitnlion  at  an  ad- 
journed nu'cfing  on   May  4tli. 

The  iidjourned  meeting  was  lield  at  the  Middle  House.  Tiie  committee 
by  their  chairman.  T>4'vi  l>isliop.  i'ei)ort«'d  a  constitution,  recommending 
ilir  following  oflices,  to  which  ilie  following  gentlemen  were  resjiectively 
elected,  viz. : 

I'rrsidnit — Levi    l'.isli(»|i. 

r/cc  I'lrsidnits — Isl,    Lnthei'   IJeecher;  I'd,   Tlioinas   Lewis. 

Tridsiirrr — NN'ashington  A.  I'.;icon. 

Srrrrfari/ — Stanley  (I.   \\'iglil. 

At  the  next  annual  UM'eting.  held  \\.\\  iM,  l.s7li.  I  he  following  peisons 
were  chosen : 

Prrsidrnt — Levi   Bishop. 

\'i<r  /'rcsidi'iits — 1st.  Seymour    I'inney;  I'd.    r.el.i    1 1  uIiIm  i  d. 

Trcasitnr — A.  W.  Bacon. 

Strrrtarif — Samuel  Zuj:. 
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At  the  annual  meeting  held  April  21st,  1873,  the  following  persons  were 
chosen : 

President — Levi  Bishop.  ^ 

Vice  Presidents — 1st,  J.  C.  Holmes;  2d,  Bela  Hubbard. 

Treasurer — Seymour  Finney. 

Secrcfari/ — Samuel  Zug. 

At  the  meeting  lield  February  16th,  1874,  the  following  amendments 
to  the  constitution  were  proposed.  At  the  next  meeting  held  March 
2:M,  1874,  the  proposed  amendments  were  adopted  as  follows: 

1st,  In  the  caption  of  the  constitution  of  the  society  as  now  printed, 
strike  out  the  words,  ''The  city  of  Detroit,"  and  insert  the  words 
''Wayne  county.  Michigan." 

2d,  In  section  1,  strike  out  the  words,  "Pioneer  Societ}^  of  the  city 
of  Detroit,"  and  insert  the  words,  "Wayne  County  Pioneer  Society." 

3d;,  In  section  3,  after  the  words  "Vice  Presidents"  insert  "For  De- 
troit, and  one  vice  president  from  each  town  in  the  county  which  may 
be  represented  in  the  society  by  one  or  more  members." 

4th,  In  section  4,  strike  out  the  word  "Detroit,"  and  insert  in  place 
thereof  the  words  "Wayne  county." 

At  the  annual  meeting,  held  April  21st,  1874,  the  following  officers 
were  chosen : 

President — Levi  Bishop. 

Yice  Presidents — For  Detroit,  Levi  E.  Dolsou,  J.  C.  Holmes;  for  Spring- 
wells,  Bela  Hubbard;  for  Livonia,  John  S.  Tibbitts;  for  Grosse  Pointy, 
Alexander  Michie;  for  Huron,  Wm.  S.  Hosmer. 

Treasurer— '^Qyw.owY  Finney. 

Secretary — Samuel  Zug. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  April  21st,  1875,  the  following  persons 
were  chosen  to  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice  Presidents: 

President — Levi  Bishoj). 

Yice  Presidents — Levi  E.  Dolson^  Francis  Raymond,  for  Detroit;  Onesi- 
mus  O.  Pierce,  for  Bedford;  Bela  Hubbard,  for  Springwells;  John  S. 
Tibbitts,  for  Livonia;  Alexander  Michie,  for  Grosse  Point;  Wm.  S.  Hos- 
mer, for  Huron;  Horace  Gray,  for  Monguagon;  Jonathan  Shearer,  for 
Plymouth. 

Treasurer — Seymour  Finney. 

Secretary — Samuel  Zug. 


THE  FIRST  PRIVATE  CONVEYANCE  OF  LAND  IN  MICHIGAN. 

BY  LEVI  BISHOP. 

Read   before   the   Detroit   Pioneer   Society,    November  12th,   1874. 

November  20,  1873,  I  received  from  the  Rev.  J.  C.  A.  Desnoyers,  of 
St.  Pie,  Province  of  Quebec,  a  deed  from  the  widow  and  her  heirs  of 
Antoine  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  the  founder  of  Detroit,  by  which  th,ey 
conveyed  the  site  of  Detroit,  with  all  rights  and  property  thereto  be- 
longing, to  one  Bernard  Maichens,  a  merchant  of  the  city  of  Marseilles. 
Some  of  the  words  on  this  paper  have  become  obscured,  and  others  it 
is  difficult  to  make  out,  partly  on  account  of  the  language  in  use  at  the 
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date  thereof,  and  i)aitly  on  account  of  abbreviations  and  technical  words 
which  it  contains;  and  yet,  Avith  tlie  assistance  of  onr  brother  i)ioneer. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Girardin,  I  liave  attcniptiMl  I  lie  f(»ll(»win«i  fine  translations  of 
the  same. 

With  this  deed  I  also  rccc-ivcd  a  letter,  a  free  translation  of  which  is 
also  herewith  presented,  bearinj?  date  Tioston,  Aujjust  20,  1708,  pur- 
portinj;  to  be  from  a  jjiaiid  danj,diter  of  the  founder  of  Detroit,  and  the 
only  surviving  heir  and  representative  of  the  family. 

I  jtresnme  these  papers  «lo  not  in  any  way  affect  the  lejjal  title  to 
proi)erty  in  Detroit,  and  yet  they  are  curious  and  interesting^  as  a  part 
of  the  ancient  history  of  this  locality,  and  as  exhibitinjj;  the  forms  of 
conveyances  of  real  estate  in  use  in  France,  and  of  land  in  this  country, 
as  a  colony  of  France  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XV. 

The  title  mentions  two  tribes  of  Indians  which  do  not  seem  to  be 
familiar  in  modern  history,  and  even  if  they  are  correctly  named  they 
must  have  been  obscure  tribes,  in  the  latter  i)art  of  the  last  century, 
when  the  letter  bears  date.  I  ai>prehend,  also,  that  the  intimation  in 
the  letter  to'the  effect  that  the  Iinxjuois  were  subjects  of  Cadillac  will 
be  regarded  as  erroneous. 

The  grant  by  the  French  government  to  f'adillac,  of  1701,  contained 
fifteen  arpents  square  of  ground,  at  any  point  he  might  select  for  his 
proposed  settlement  on  the  Detroit  river.  He  seleced  the  present  site 
of  this  city,  and  his  stockade  fort,  the  old  Fort  Ponchartrain.  thus  named 
after  the  French  ^Minister  under  whose  immediate  direction  ('adillac 
acted,  inclosed  the  ground  at  and  about  where  stands  at  the  i)resent 
time  the  Board  of  Trade  building,  on  Woodbridge  street. 

It  would  seem  from  this  deed  that  in  those  old  times  they  were 
troubled  in  Kur()[)e  Avith  dejtreciated  paper  currency,  for  the  deed  pro- 
vides that  payment  may  be  recjuired  in  the  current  ringing  silver  coin 
of  the  kingdom. 

A  French  livre  (  f  those  days  was  about  20  cents  of  our  present  money, 
or  al)Out  lOi  ]ience  sterling,  money  of  England;  so  that,  in  17.'i8,  the 
whole  of  Detroit  and  its  appurtenances  were  sold  for  about  $10,000.  If 
we  take  into  consideration  the  changes  in  the  value  of  money  between 
that  time  and  this,  the  purcliase  i»ri<'e  would  probably  amount  to  be- 
tween .<10,0(I0  and  fOO.OOO. 

It  is  uncertain  from  these  oi-iginals  whelher  Caslelsarrasy,  or  Cas- 
telsarrasi,  as  the  word  is  sjtelt  in  the  letter,  was  a  city  or  a  village, 
though  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  a  clause  in  the  letter,  that  it  was 
an  incorj)orated  city.  I  have  translated  the  word  city,  but  if  it  was  such, 
it  must  have  been  a  small  one. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  deed  Detroit  is  describe<l  as  upon  Lake 
Erie.  This  locality  is  described  in  this  way  in  several  historical  works 
of  an  early  date,  which  no  doubt  resulted  from  confounding  the  village 
or  post  or  settlement  of  Detroit  with  the  Strait  or  Kiver  Detroit. 

iSefore  r<-a(ling  I  may  further  remark,  that  since  these  pap<M-s  came 
into  my  hamis  I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  jiersons  in  France,  the 
object  of  which  has  been  to  trace  out  the  family  of  Cadillac,  and  if  pos- 
sible to  find  a  portrait  of  him  from  which  a  copy  may  be  taken.  Thus 
far  I  have  not  been  succcessful,  but  I  shall  not  yet  cease  my  elTorls. 
and  I  hope  still  to  see.  some  day,  ;i  likeness  of  the  founder  of  Deti-oit 
adorn  our  ])ublic  halls  and  the  walls  of  our  public  and  private  liliraries. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Deed  of  land  at  Detroit,  of  wliicli  one-half  belongs  to  the  widow  of 
the  late  Lamothe  Cadillac,  made  at  Marseilles  by  Joseph  de  Lamothe 
Cadillac  to  Mr.  Bernard  Maichens. 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen!  On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Aug-ust, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
of  the  reign  of  the  very  Christian  and  very  august  prince,  Louis  the 
Fifteenth,  by  name,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  France  and  Navarre, 
Count  of  Provence;  before  us  royal  notary  at  Marseilles,  there  being 
present  Mr.  Joseph  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  of  the  city  of  Castelsarrasy, 
province  of  Languedoc,  in  the  judicial  jurisdiction  of  Tolouse,  who,  as 
well  in  his  own  proper  name,  as  in  virtue  of  a  special  power  of  attorney 
from  Madame  Marie  Therese  Guion,  his  mother,  and  from  the  Honor- 
able Francis  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  his  brother,  by  act  passed  before 
Mr.  Ajun,  royal  notary  of  the  city  of  Castelsarrasy,  the  eleventh  day  of 
July,  last,  wiiich  act  in  the  original  was  present  before  us  by  said  Mon- 
sieur Joseph  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  who  certified  to  its  authenticity  in 
our  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  undersigned  witnesses  in  order 
to  remain  annexed  to  the  minutes  of  these  presents.  The  said  Madame, 
and  said  gentlemen,  her  sons,  in  quality  of  heirs  and  successors  of  the 
deceased,  Antoine  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  her  husband,  and  the  father  of 
her  said  surviving  children,  Counsellor  of  the  King  and  formerly  gover- 
nor of  the  said  city  of  Castelsarrasy,  of  the  free  will  of  said  Joseph  De 
Lamothe  Cadillac,  and  in  presence  of  the  persons  before  named  in  tlieir 
official  characters;  by  these  presents  were  sold  and  wholly  given  up, 
purely  and  simply,  without  any  reservation  tacit  or  express,  to  Mr. 
Bernard  Maichens,  merchant  resident  at  Marseilles,  now  present  and 
assenting  and  agreeing  hereto:  that  is  to  say,  all  the  property  generally 
left  by  the  said  deceased  Antaine  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  and  which  the 
said  Madame  and  her  said  sons,  in  consequence  of  his  death,  possess  at 
Detroit  upon  Lake  Erie  in  North  America,  consisting  of  cleared  lands, 
40  arpents  in  depth,  with  the  buildings  and  animal  stock  together,  in 
title  and  enjoyment;  with  the  right  of  fishing  and  hunting  granted,  on 
the  19th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1722,  by  the  Council  of  State  of  his  Majesty, 
for  the  benefit  of  said  deceased;  with  the  right  of  quit  rents  and  arrear- 
ages of  such  rents  in  stock  and  other  movable  property,  which  apper- 
tains thereto,  and  in  such  quality  and  consistence  as  belongs  thereto, 
in  said  Detroit.  Including  in  this  sale  all  that  may  belong  to  said 
vendors  in  regard  to  said  lands,  fruits,  farms,  leases,  buildings,  stock, 
arrearages,  and  rents  wherever  they  may  ajjpear;  with  authority  in  the 
purchaser  to  render  account  thereof  to  Mr.  Merril,  the  attorney  of  the 
vendors,  duly  appointed  at  Quebec,  and  to  such  other  persons  as  they 
shall  appoint,  and  of  such  sums  as  said  attorneys  shall  require  in  such 
capacity,  of  the  rents,  leases  and  otlier  revenues  of  said  property;  mak- 
ing by  virtue  of  sale,  and  by  the  names  and  qualities  aforesaid,  cessions 
and  transfers  of  all  their  rights  and  actions  to  said  purchaser,  hereby 
accepting  and  putting  him  in  their  place  and  stead. 

Which  sale  and  concession  are  made  for  the  price  and  sum  of  50,000 
livres;  on  account  of  which  the  said  Joseph  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  by 
the  name  and  qualities  aforesaid,  acknowledges  to  have  received  a  short 
time  ago,  from  said  Mr.  Maichens,  the  sum  of  25,000  livres,  in  current 
money  as  the  parties  have  declared,  and  which  said  25,000  livres  the 
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vendors  hereby  release.  And  the  said  purchaser  oblijyates  himself  and 
promises  to  pay  the  remaining;  25,000  livres  of  said  purchase  ])rice  in 
one  year  from  this  day.  to  be  carried,  counted,  and  delivered  in  said 
<ity  of  Castclsariasy  at  llie  risk  and  expense  of  said  purcliasei',  and  in 
(•onforniity  with  said  attorneyslii]»,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say.  KJ.OOO  liv- 
res to  be  jtaid  to  the  said  Madame  (Juion.  o.OtM)  livres  to  the  said 
Francis  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  and  the  4.000  remaining;  to  the  said  Jos- 
t'ph  l)e  Lamothe  Cadillac,  to  whom  the  said  4,000  livres  only  shall  be 
paid;  and,  in  case  the  A'endors  shall  direct,  the  whole  shall  be  paid  in 
the  current  rin<iin<;;  sjjecie  coin,  without  any  kind  of  ])a}ier  money  of 
whatever  nature  it  may  be,  even  if  it  sliall  Ix'  made  current  l)y  virtue  of 
any  prorlamation  of  the  Kinj;. 

It  is  understood  and  agreed  ('X]iress]y,  that  the  above  named  |n-(»|»erty, 
with  the  said  ri<;hts.  arrearages  and  other  details,  sold  as  above  jicner- 
ally  and  with()ut  reserve,  the  said  Joseph  1).  Lamothe  Cadillac,  vendor 
a-s  aforesaid,  by  said  names  and  qualities,  does  hereby  transfer  and 
deliver  to  said  Maicluns,  the  jiurchaser  as  aforesaid,  cedinj;  and  remit- 
tin<;  the  same  to  him,  with  all  rijihts  appertainiuff  thereto,  of  whatever 
nature  the  same  may  be,  even  if  their  value,  on  account  of  the  nature, 
distance  ami  situations  of  the  property,  should  exceed  the  one-half  yet 
remaining;  unpaid  of  the.  price  thereof  as  aforesaid;  and  otherwise  for 
certain  good  considerations,  making^  the  whole  over  to  him,  the  said 
]>urcliaser.  and  all  that  may  be  necessary  thereto,  in  full  transfer  and 
abandonment,  substitutinjij  him  in  the  place  and  stead  of  said  vendor, 
with  the  projx'r  means  for  the  transfer  of  domains  and  otlu'i"  ]»roperty. 
('xistin<r  and  in  contingency  and  other  re(]uisite  rijilits,  and  sucli  as  are 
customary  in  such  cases,  in  order  to  enter  tipon  the  i»ossessions  and 
enjoyment  thereof  from  this  day,  by  virtue  and  force  of  these  presents: 
and  that  said  purchaser  may  have  the  power  of  enjoyment  and  disposi- 
tions of  the  same  accordinj;  to  his  will  and  pleasure,  with  the  assurance 
that  he  shall  have,  ludd  and  enjoy  said  property,  and  that  the  same  shall 
l)e  held  and  lemain  to  him,  not  only  by  the  names  and  titles  before  men- 
tioned, but  also  of  the  ]»rop<M'  and  private  name  of  said  Joseph  De  La- 
mothe Cadillac,  makiujij  him.  the  said  jnirchascr.  suie  ami  strong  in  these 
conditions,  also  by  his  said  mother  and  by  his  said  brother.  f(U'  whom 
he  renders  himself  principal  oblifjor  in  the  i)resent  sale,  and  as  surety 
for  the  payment  of  the  li.l.OOO  livres  still  to  be  paid,  together  with  all 
the  clauses.  ])romis<'s  and  conditions  in  this  instrument  contained;  wish- 
ing in  all  things  to  be  the  one  first  bouiul.  with  a  full  renunciation  of  the 
law  of  princijtal  and  surely,  and  of  all  exceptions  to  the  contrary. 

And  foi-  tlw  obser\anc<'  of  what  is  herein  contained  the  |»aities  ]>ind 
their  property  and  rights  which  they  may  now  possess  and  those  which 
they  may  acquire  in  future,  the  said  vendor  binding  those  he  represents 
according  to  h\n  authority  so  to  do.  And  the  said  Maiclu'us.  in  addition 
to  what  is  before  provided,  binds  the  lands  and  other  property  when 
sold  to  him.  and  agrees  to  hold  them  in  the  name  of  the  vend(us.  and 
ii[»on  con<litions.  at  all  events  until  the  full  an<l  entiie  ])aymenl  of  the 
said  purchase  piice. 

And  having  <luly  sworn  the  t\\<»  parties,  he.  the  said  nuiary  public. 
direcfe(l  them  to  sign  this  sale  and  purchase  by  their  act  a<'cnrding  to 
the  laws  of  the  country  where  ilie  properly  is  situated. 

Done  and  jiublislied  at  said  .Marseilles,  in  our  olVice.  in  ju'esence  of 
rnnrad  I'egue  and  Messis.  I'^ancis  Itandouin — a  priest  resident  in  said 
city,   an<l    Mr.    <"laiide    P'rancis   Sello.   a    citizen    tliereof;    all    signcul    as 
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requisite  with  the  parties  to  the  original.     Received  one  hundred  and 
nine  livres  and  four  sols.     Compared  and  registered.      Signed^ 

CHAMBIN. 

HAZARD,  Notorij. 

Free  translation  of  a  letter  received  with  the  foregoing  deed: 

TRANSLATION. 

Boston.  August  20,  1798. 
Mr.  Sicart: 

Ste, — I  think  you  will  remembei"  the  honor  you  did  us,  in  coming  with  some  sav- 
age? to  stay  with  us  at  Mount  Desert,  when,  as  you  stated,  you  was  on  your  w^ay 
to  Quebec.  It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  us,  if  we  had  then  had  something 
worthy  to  set  before  you;  but  we  treated  you  as  is  done  in  the  country,  with  such  as 
fortune  had  given  us.  If  we  had  known  that  you  intended  to  pass  by  Detroit  we 
could  have  furnished  you  with  some  information  in  regard  to  that  country,  but  you 
will  soon  learn  all  by  being  yoiirself  upon  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie. 

As  we  have  claims  upon  that  country,  you  being  on  the  spot,  we  have  thought, 
may  be  of  great  service  to  us.  The  duplicate  of  the  deed  I  send  you  will  inform  you 
of  the  whole  matter,  but  the  point  in  question  is  briefly  as  follows:  My  father, 
Joseph  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  with  the  consent  of  his  brother,  Francis  De  Lamothe 
Cadillac,  and  of  Marie  Therese  De  Guion,  a  native  of  Quebec,  their  mother  and 
tutor,  sold,  at  Marseilles,  the  land  at  Detroit,  and  no  account  has  been  rendered  for 
the  same. 

That  land  was  not  sold,  but  given  away,  and  notwithstanding  its  great  value, 
which  was  more  than  double  the  price  agreed  upon;  and  the  purchaser,  Maichens, 
having  paid  one-half  tlie  amount  to  .Joseph  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  promised  to  con- 
vey, at  his  own  risk,  the  other  half  to  Castelsarrasi  in  one  year,  which  last  half  of 
such  price  was  to  go  to  Francis  De  Lamothe  Cadillac,  and  to  Madame  De  Guion, 
liis  mother. 

But  the  said  Maichens,  so  far  from  performing  his  obligation  by  paying  the  other 
half  of  the  money  thought  of  nothing  less  than  to  pack  his  baggage,"  and,  without 
drum  or  trumpet,  start  off  for  Detroit.  Several  years  after,  not' seeing  the  money 
arrive  as  said  Maichens  had  agreed  it  should,  Francis  De  Lamothe.  brother  of  my 
father,  and  Marie  De  Guion,  his  mother,  wrote  letter  after  letter  to  Marseilles,  and 
the  notary,  who  was  no  doubt  well  paid,  was  always  sick  or  absent. 

Finally,  Joseph  De  Lamothe.  my  father,  being  dead,  as  well  as  Francis,  his  brother 
and  my  uncle,  and  also  Madame  Guion,  my  grandmother,  and  having  never  been 
able  to  obtain  any  intelligence  from  Mr.  Maichens  at  Marseilles,  I  spoke  one  day  of 
the  matter  to  the  controller  of  the  city,  who  was  our  neighbor,  and  he  promised  me 
that  he  would,  in  a  few  days,  obtain  information  from  him.  He  accordingly  wrote 
to  his  associate  at  Marseilles,  and  when  letter  after  letter  had  been  written,  the 
notary  finally  confessed  to  the  controller  that  Mr.  Maichens  left  for  Detroit  in  one 
month  after  the  deed  was  made. 

I  have  thus,  my  dear  sir,  written  this  letter  about  that  matter  in  order  to  inform 
you  of  the  manner  in  which  we  have  been  until  now  obstructed  in  obtaining  this 
sum  of  money;  but  the  deed  i-emains,  and  it  covers  the  whole  subject. 

Never  having  been  able  to  find  any  responsible  persons  in  that  country  to  whom  I 
could  write,  I  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  young  man  who  says  he  is  from 
Detroit,  who  says  even  that  he  knows  you,  and  who  says  he  is  to  return  there  the 
latter  part  of  August.  Under  these  circumstances  I  have  confided  to  him  a  letter  for 
you,  lioping  that,  as  I  have  the  honor  of  your  acquaintance,  and  as  you  are  upon 
the  spot,  you  may  be  able  to  render  me  some  assistance. 

As  I  have  had  the  honor  to  say  to  you.  the  deed  covers  the  subject;  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  show  this,  which  is  a  duplicate  of  the  original,  to  some  attorney-at-law,  and 
if,  when  he  has  carefully  read,  digested,  and  reflected  upon  it,  he  will  undertake  the 
business  at  his  own  cost  and  expense,  I  will  give  him  one-quarter  of  all  that  shall  be 
realized  from  it. 

All  who  have  seen  the  deed  have  assured  me  that  it  is  good  and  indisputable. 
Legal  rights  are  respected  in  Canada;  and  upon  the  answer  which  you  may  send  me 
from  the  attorney  I  will  myself  appear  upon  the  spot  in  order  to  furnish  him  with 
all  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  business,  of  which  I  am  fully  possessed,  as  the  only 
surviving  member  of  the  family  to  whom  the  whole  belongs. 

For  all  the  care  and  trouble  to  which  you  may  be  subject  in  this  affair,  I  can  as- 
sure you,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  will  find  your  interest  as  well  as  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments. 
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I  will  close  by  saying  that  I  have  the  honor  to  entertain  towards  you  sentiments 
of  the  most  distinguished  resi)eet  and  consideration. 

I  remain,  sir.  your  very  humble  serv.int. 

GUE(;()IKE. 
Daughter  of  Lamothe  Cadillac. 

P.  S.— My  husband  presents  his  respects  to  you.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  land  was 
conveyed  by  deed  in  which  a  mortgage  was  incorporated,  so  that  if  payment  is  not 
made  he  can.  according  to  the  laws  of  ilie  country,  re-enter  upon  the  property. 

Second  P.  S. — The  Huron  nation,  among  who  you  now  are,  are  not  unknown  to  me. 
They  were  the  children  (»f  my  grandfatlicr  ami  conseciuently  they  are  my  children. 
They  gave  my  grandfather  when  he  left  Detroit  some  collars,  which  are  now  in 
deix)sit  with  Mr.  Chambelor,  a  notary  of  Quebec.  The  Ilurons.  the  Pantaolse, 
Houmamis,  and  four  nations  of  Iroquois  were  subjects  of  my  grandfather,  and  much 
devoted  to  him.  I  had  thought  of  sending  tliis  letter  by  private  conveyance,  but  I 
send  it  by  the  post,  with  postage  paid. 

EARLY  RECORDS. 

[From   the  Detroit  Post  of  May  9th,   1S76.] 

SKETCHES    OF    DETROITERS    BY    JUDGE    WITHERELL— INHABITANTS    OF    DE- 
TROIT IN  1806. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Detroit  Post: 

I  tind  amonfj  rny  iinpiil)li.><lio(l  ilSS.  of  oarly  Michig.an  tho  followinjr 
historical  notes  of  sonio  of  Miclii^an's  first  ymblic  officers,  kindly  offered 
by  the  Hon.  B.  F.  H.  Witlu'rcll,  of  honored  memory. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  RnEr-nox  Stewart. 

Augustus  IWevoot  Woodward  was  a  native  of  Virpjinia;  wa^ 
appointed  a  jndjje  of  the  Territory  in  1805.  His  term  of  ollice  expired 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1824.  ne  was  soon  after  ap{)oinfed  a  judj^e  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  died  three  .years  thereafter. 

John  Oriflin  was  appointed  one  of  the  judjijes  of  Michi^'an  in  1807.  Hi.s 
term  of  office  expired  Fel)rnary  1,  1824.  He  was  also  a  native  of  Vir- 
j,'inia.  He  died  in  Philadelj)hia  about  ten  or  twelve  years  since  (about 
1840). 

James  Witlierell  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  appointed 
a  judf^e  of  the  Territory  of  Michipin  on  the  2.^d  day  of  Ajiril,  1808.  His 
term  of  office  expired  on  the  first  day  of  February,  1824,  when  he  was 
reappointed  for  four  years,  and  on  the  1st  of  February,  1828,  he  was 
appointed  Secretary  of  the  Territory.  He  died  on  the  0th  of  January. 
1838. 

James  May  never  held  the  ollice  of  Jnd^e  of  Ihe  Territory,  but  was 
for  some  years  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Coiimioii  PIoms.  ;ibout  tlie 
year  ISOOl 

Signed,  n.  k.  n.  w. 

FIRST  OFFICERS  OF  THE  TERRTTOHY  OF   Mlf'HTOAN. 

William  Hull,  rjovernor. 

Augustus  }\.  Woodward,  Cliief  .ludge. 

Frederick  Bates,  Sr.,  As.sodate  Judge  .-ind  Trejisur^r  <if  Territorv  for  1S0.''»  and 
ISOT,; 

John  Pirlflln,  J.,  Associate  Judge. 

Col.  Jnnu'H  May,  Marslial  til!  .November,  ISOCi. 

Elijah  lirusii,  appointed  Treasurer  in  November,  180(;.  lictoks  <lelivered  November 
2(5,  IKfMJ. 

Abljaii  Hull,  Surveyor. 

Joseph  Wat.son,  Ueglster  of  the  city  of  Dftroit. 

Peter  Audrain,  f'h-rk  of  tlie  Leglslntlve  Board. 

Wm.  McDowell  Scott,  ai)point(>d  Marshal  in  Noveniber,  ISCKi. 

May  ,'»,  1807,  Joseph  Watson  appointed  Legislative  Secretary. 
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INHABITANTS   OF    DETROIT    IN    THE    YEAR   1806. 


Abraham  Cook, 
Elienne  Willereny, 
Capt.  James  Anderson, 
Thomas  Welch, 
Angelique  Campeau, 
Elizabeth  Williams, 
Rev.  Gabriel  Richard, 
Elizabeth  Mc  Bride, 
Robei't  Abbott, 
John  Harvey, 
Hugh  R.  Martin, 
John  Gentle, 
John  Williams, 
David  McLain, 

Gallipeau, 

■ —  Beseau, 

Dufour, 

Widow  Nancy  Cadoret, 
Elijah  Brush, 
James  Henry, 
Felix  Mette, 
John  Watson, 
Abijah  Hull. 
John  Goff, 
Polly  Ball, 
John  Dodemead, 
Roswell  Hatch, 
Solomon  Sibley, 
James  Dodemead, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Richard  Pattinson, 
Peter  Desnoyers, 
Jean  Baptiste  Piquet, 
Conrad  Seek, 
Gabriel  Godfroy, 
Angus  Mackintosh, 
Robert  Abbott, 
James  Abbott. 
Mary  Abbott, 
William  Robertson, 
John  Burnett, 
Presque  Cote. 
Mrs.  Dyson, 
Polly  Donovan, 
Sally  Donovan, 
Robert  Glass, 
Miss  Godfroy, 
George  Hoffman, 
Dr.  William  McCoskry, 
Mrs.  Hanks, 
Charles  Stewart, 
Ephraim  Town, 
Sarah  Town, 
Basile  Crequi, 
Louis  Thibauit,  Jr., 
Henry  Teere, 
.Tames  Vincent, 
Archibald  Homer, 
Mrs.  Ann  Coates, 
Mrs.  Cote, 
Mi's.  Lassallier, 


Theophilus  Mette, 
Isaac  Jones, 
Mrs.  McNiff, 
Isaac  Day, 
Mrs.  Day, 
William  Brown, 
Mrs.  Israel  Hunt, 
Chi'istopher  Tuttle, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Jean  Baptiste  Comparet, 
John  Kinnie, 
John  Limare, 
Antoine  Baubien, 
Baptiste  Pelletier, 
Robert  Gouie, 
Widow  Drouillard, 
Baptiste  Lapierre, 
Abraham  F.  Hull, 
Stanley  Griswold, 
Hugh  "R.  Martin, 
Charles  Poupard, 
Louis  Duchenaii, 
Henry  McVay, 
Robert  Fleming, 
Lydia  Hallibut, 
Augustin  Longon, 
A.  Homer, 
John  Palmer, 
Jean  Legard, 
George  Pare, 
Francis  P.  Malcher, 
Jacob  Nado, 
John  Conner; 
George  Smart, 
John  Baldwin, 
William  McDowell  Scott, 
Richard  Smyth, 
David  Anderson, 
Robert  Smart, 
Mrs.  Eberts, 
Therese  Eberts, 
Mrs.  Cadoret, 
Michael  Durocher, 
John  Dilhet. 
Nicholas  Volney, 
Francois  Frerot, 
Thomas  Welch, 
William  Keene, 
John  Meldrum, 
Andrew  Remond, 
Hiram  Russell, 
Chester  Chittenden, 
John  Bentley, 
Sally  Nowlen, 
Dr.  Wm.  Brown, 
Henry  Berthelet, 
Elizabeth  Cooper, 
Angus  Mackintosh, 
Baptiste  AUard, 
Peregrine  Bantum, 
Dennis  Campeau, 


Toussaint  Campeau, 
Robert  Conn, 
Charles  Gouin, 
Madeline  Gobeye, 
Charles  Gobeye, 
Francis  Gobeye,  Jr., 
Baptiste  Gobeye, 
Mrs.  Hall, 
Miss  Hall, 
John  Lane, 
Francois  Lepage, 
James  Provencal, 
Ann  Provencal, 
Joseph  Penard, 
George  Pare, 
Cecile  Reneau, 
Renette  Reneau, 
Widow  Cloutier, 
Michael  Tromble, 
Joseph  Voyer,  Jr., 
William  Watson, 
Maurice  Willerany, 
Charles  Lafleur, 
Esa  Jones, 
Matthew  Donavan, 
Henry  I.  Hunt, 
Chai'les  Francis  Girardin, 
Joseph  Wilkinson, 
Gaspard  Abraham, 

St.  Bernard, 

Lafleur, 

James  McCIoskey, 
William  Allen, 
Joseph  Hosford, 
James  McDonald, 
William  .Jones, 
John  Pearson, 
Augustine  Franceaur, 
George  McDougal, 
Louis  Chapoton, 
George  Huff, 
Giles  Barns, 
Capt.  Henry  Bird, 
Alexander  McKee, 
Capt.  Mathew  Elliott, 
John  Anderson, 
Charles  Curry, 
William  Robertson, 
Daniel  Mackneal, 
Archie  Lyons, 
Thomas  Mahony, 
George  Welch, 
Mr.  Greeley, 
Mrs.  Robinson, 
Nancy  Geel, 
Joseph  Campeau, 
Conrad  Seek, 
John  Harvey, 
Joseph  Cote, 
Christopher  Tuttle, 
Joseph  Socier. 
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OLD     DETUOIT. 

The  material  for  this  sketch  was  fnniished  bv  the  Hon.  Peter  Des- 
noyers  of  Detroit,  and  publislied  in  the  Detroit  Free  Press,  February 
27th,  187G: 

The  fire  of  1805  which  destroyed  "Old  Detroit"  has  often  been  de- 
scribed by  eye-witnesses.  Some  of  these  descrii)tions  have  alr»'ady  been 
published.  It  is  stated  that  only  three  persons  are  now  livin*;  in  Detroit 
who  witnessed  the  tire  and  who  were  old  enoujih  to  retain  a  remem- 
brance of  it.  viz.,  the  venerable  David  Coojx'r.  Charles  Moran.  and  Peter 
Desnoyers. 

The  boundaries  of  tlu^  town  at  the  period  of  the  lire  were  as  follows: 
The  western  extremity  was  on  a  line  with  Wayne  street,  the  northern 
Larned  street,  the  eastern  Griswold  sti'eet,  and  the  southern  the  river. 
The  houses  were  usually  composed  of  lo^s,  dapboarded,  and  one  story  in 
lieipjht.  The  number  of  inhabitants  may  closely  be  estimated  by  the  list 
nf  losses  ]»ublislied  below  multiplied  by  four.  The  fire  brok(»  out  about  0 
o'clock  in  the  morninji'  of  June  11.  1805,  in  the  stabh'  of  a  baker  named 
John  TTarvey.  The  stable  stood  between  Wayne  and  Shelliy  streets,  on 
the  noi'th  side  of  Jetferson  avenue.  The  wind  was  south  by  southeast, 
and  was  so  violent  as  to  carry  cinders  as  far  as  (xrosse  Point.  The 
flames  spread  so  rapidly  that,  in  spite  of  the  exertions  of  the  citizens, 
nothing:  remained  but  an  old  warehouse  located  on  Wayne  street,  sub- 
sequently occu])ied  by  TTenry  J.  Hunt.  Few  of  the  inhabitants  saved  any 
of  their  personal  ])roj)erty  except  those  who  were  wise  enou<;h  to  cart 
their  effects  to  the  commons.  An  old  fii-e  euj;ine  foi'iuerly  owned  by  the 
British  was  brouj;ht  into  requisition,  but  to  little  ])urpose.  The  only 
recourse  for  the  afflicted  families  was  to  find  shelter  in  residences  alonj; 
the  river.  These  were  too  few  to  accommodate  all  the  sufferers,  and 
common  board  shanties  were  erected  on  what  was  then  called  the  com- 
mons, which  at  that  time  extended  from  fJriswold  to  Randol]>h  streets. 
Fortunately  the  weather  was  mild,  ^^'heu  a  ^■iolent  storm  arose  the  in- 
habitants would  I'ush  out  of  doors  for  fear  that  their  frail  shelter  would 
tumble  down.  One  evening;  a  blind  horse  owned  by  Henry  Tierthelet 
walked  into  one  of  the  board  shanties  occupied  by  Conrad  Seek  and 
family,  and  full  possession  was  jriven  before  the  brute  would  b«'  ex])elled. 

Amonjj  those  who  took  the  precaution  to  remove  their  furniture  be- 
yond the  town  limits  was  the  late  Peter  J.  Desnoyei's.  Thinkinji  it  would 
be  safe,  it  was  dunijx'd  on  tln^  corner  near  Kinj^'s  clothinj^  store,  corner 
of  Jefferson  and  AVoodward  avenues.  Our  jjii'sent  fellow-citizen.  Peter 
Desnoyeis.  then  five  yeai-s  of  a<;e.  was  placed  under  the  table  by  liis 
mothei'  neai-  the  household  ^oods  for  the  pui'pose  of  watchinj;  them. 
The  table  is  still  in  his  possession,  and  in  a  ^ood  slate  of  jjreservation. 

The  eastern  boundary  of  tlie  new  town  when  platted  was  on  a  line 
with  Pandolph  street.  In  what  was  then  called  the  new  town,  every 
I»erson.  free  as  well  as  slave,  was  entitled  to  a  lot  50x100  feet.  Wifli 
the  ex<-eii(i(tn  of  the  Joseph  Campeau  icsidence  on  Jefferson  avenue, 
noiu'  f)f  the  building's  erected  soon  after  the  period  of  the  fire  ai-e  now 
sfjindinj;  on  tlieii-  oii<,Mnal  sites,  and  in  fad  ikuu'  that  were  erected  be- 
tween 1S20  and  is;;5  are  (m  their  ori<;inal  location.  The  old  residence 
occupied  by  Dr.  I>rown.  which  once  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
the  late  Charles  liusch's  liardware  store,  is  now  sfandinj;  in  the  rear 
of  Mrs.  Peaubien's  resi«lence.  cornel*  of  Con;;ress  and  Heaubien  streets. 
This  house  was  one  of  the  fiisl  built  after  tlie  fire  of  1S05.  The  Smart. 
Desnoyers.  an<l  i.anison  bhtcUs  were  elected  subse(|uent  to  1S;{5. 
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The  following  is  nearly  a  complete  statement  of  the  losses,  as  pre- 
sented bv  heads  of  families  to  the  committee  authorized  to  receive  their 
claims     The  original  inventory  is  in  the  possession  of  Peter  Desnoyers: 


James  May,  £1,000. 

Mackintosh,  £1,000. 

John  Watson,  £550. 

Dr.  Brown,  £550. 

James  Dodemead,  £4. OHO. 

G.  Meldrum,  £3,000. 

R.  J.  Abbott  and  Mary  Abbott.  £2..iiio. 

.James  Henry,  £2,300. 

Church  and  Presbytery.  fH.dOO. 

Conrad  Seek,  £260. 

Robinson  &  Martin,  £2,."in(). 

James  Frazer,  £500. 

Peter  J.  Desnoyers,  £392. 

John  B.  Piquet,  £320. 

G.  Godfroy,  Jr.  £850. 

John  Conner,  £420. 

Rev.  G.  Richard,  £250. 

Augustin  Lafoy,  £800. 

Joseph  Voyez,  £800. 

A.  Home,  £256. 

William  Allen,  £120. 


John  Gentle.  £500. 
Mrs.  Cote,  £400. 

J.afleur,  £400. 

Mrs.  Provencal.  £400. 
Mrs.  Coates.  £450. 
Mr.  Gobeil,  £4.50. 
Daniel  McNeal,  £480. 
D.  McClain,  £240. 
Peter  Audrain,  £650. 
John  Harvey,  £400._ 
.lohn  Williams,  £150. 
Mr.  Fiere,  £240. 
George  Smart,  $37.25. 
Daniel  Lazelete,  £701  3^   4_d. 
Joseph  Thiebault,  £7,711  7s. 
Araham  Cook,  $95.50. 
Jacques  Girardiu.  £400. 
Thomas  Welch,  £215. 
Peter  Chartron,  £31. 
Archibald  Horner,  $657.50. 


The  statement  of  losses  suffered  by  Joseph  ('ampau,  Forsyth  &  Hmith^ 
Messrs.  Saunders  &  Donnovan.  William  Robertson  and  Dr.  Wilkinson 
are  not  to  be  found. 


THE     EARLY     COLONIZATION     OF     DETROIT. 
READ  BEFORE  THE   DETROIT  PtONEER  SOCIETY,  MAY  2d.  187i,  BY  BELA.  HUBBARD- 

I  have  undertaken  to  occupy  your  attention  with  a  subject  in  the 
details  of  which  general  history  is  very  meagre,  namely,  the  character 
and  habits  of  the  first  colonists  of  Michigan. 

From  time  to  time  many  interesting  items  have  been  given  to  the 
public  by  noted  citizens,  including  some  '^to  the  manor-born,"  but  they 
are  mostly  of  fugitive  character,  or  are  buried  in  the  columns  of  old 
newspapers. 

To  these  materials,  scanty  as  they  are,  I  am  aware  that  I  can  add 
but  little  that  is  valuable  out  of  the  stores  of  my  own  observation  and 
research.  Yet  there  are  fields  not  wholly  gleaned,  and  if  I  have  dis- 
covered any  new'  grains  of  truth,  or  can  bind  the  scattered  materials 
into  an  acceptable  sheaf,  I  may  at  least  be  excused  from  following, 
where  others  have  so  worthily  led. 

Of  the  ijresent  generation  how  few  a])preciate  the  character  of  the 
people  who  laid  the  foundation  of  our  beautiful  city;  who  for  more 
than  half  a  century  constituted  the  sole  population  of  the  Territory  of 
the  Lakes;  and  whose  descendants  whelmed  in  the  overflowing  tide  of 
Anglo-Saxons  still  retain,  to  a  good  degree,  their  old  tongue,  and  some- 
what of  their  ancient  customs.  But  these  are  undergoing  a  rapid  change. 
They  are  destined,  at  no  distant  day,  to  be  absorbed  into  the  general 
element,  and  the  peculiar  features  which  characterized  the  French  of 
the  olden  times  will  soon  be  utterly  obliterated  and  forgotten. 
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HISTORY. 

Williout  fioiiig  iuto  liistorical  detail,  which  would  lead  into  too 
wide  a  field,  I  propose  to  notice  some  facts  of  general  application,  and 
which  will  prepare  us  better  to  undei'stand  the  character  and  customs 
of  those  who  claim  the  honors  of  pioneers  in  the  settlement  of  Michinran. 

The  story  of  the  settlement  of  Canada  by  the  French  is  full  of  stirring 
incident,  of  marvelous  adventure,  of  life  amid  deep  forests  and  ujion  the 
vast  rivers  and  inland  oceans  of  our  continent,  almost  as  wild  as  that 
of  their  savage  associates.  It  has  been  told  nowhere  with  greater  fidelity 
and  graphic  power  than  in  the  captivating  pages  of  Parkman. 

English,  and  sometimes  American,  historians  are  not  always  just  to 
the  race  who  first  ])eopled  the  territories  of  New  France.  They  notice 
the  com])l('te  subjection  and  willing  obedience  of  the  French  emif/rc  to 
the  home  government;  his  recognition  of  the  Indian  claims,  and  ready 
aflBliation  and  sympathy  with  the  savage  tribes;  and  they  comi)are  with 
these  unfavorably  to  the  Frenchman — the  energy,  enterprise,  and  in- 
dividual independence  which  brought  to  our  Atlantic  shores  the  New 
England  emigrants;  which  led  them  to  subdue  the  wilderness,  and  have 
impressed  their  character  upon  the  inhabitants  and  fortune  of  these 
United  States. 

The  nourishing  period  of  French  colonization  was  that  of  the  long 
and  brilliant  n-ign  of  Louis  XIV.  In  the  hom<*  country  it  was  an  age  of 
corruption,  of  despotic  arrogance  in  the  high  j»laces  of  the  kingdom,  and 
of  unwavering  obedience  on  the  part  of  those  below.  No  successful 
clashing  had  occurred  between  the  ruling  and  the  ruled, — between  des- 
]totism  and  liljcrty, — such  as  consi)ired  to  drive  the  first  English  enii- 
grant.s — ]»ilgrijiis  from  arbitrary  power — to  the  wild  shores  of  the  New 
England  in  America.  Here,  thrown  upon  their  unaided  resources,  all 
the  energy  of  which  the  Anglo-Saxon  nature  is  cai>able  was  called  forth 
to  enable  them  to  establish  a  home  in  the  wilderness.  They  struck  at 
once  upon  the  .^source  of  an  enduring  iirosjjerity, — the  culture  of  the 
soil. 

While  New  France  was  the  cherished  care  of  the  Grand  Moii.n(|iie. 
it  did  not  esca})e  th<'  cornijttions  of  that  court  and  age.  The  principles 
which  lie  at  the  base  (►f  successful  colonization  were  little  understood 
and  ill  apj)lied.  (llory  and  ga^n  to  France,  not  the  ju'i'inanence  and 
good  of  the  colony,  were  the  objects  sought.  The  French  jiioneer  came 
with  a  purpose  beyond  which  neither  lie  nor  his  government  looked. 
This  was  not,  with  some  exceptions,  to  found  i>ermanent  communities 
by  the  practice  of  agricullnre  and  the  arts,  bnt  to  establish  and  extend 
the  gainful  traflir-  in  peltries.  T1i«'  first  French  seltlers  were  commu- 
nities of  fiir-lradei's. 

To  the  jtrotitablc  irallir  in  fins  llic  religions  zeal  ul'  ilic  age  added 
another  motive,  almost  (M|naIIy  jtowerful, — the  ('hrisliaiiiziiig  of  the 
native  pojMilation.  This  was  an  aim  which,  with  all  their  religions  fer- 
vor, did  rtot  inspire  the  emigrants  to  New  England.  Eqtially  intolerant 
with  the  Catholic  o/m//cv,  but  without  their  enthusiasm,  they  gave 
feeble  cncouragemenl  to  missions  among  the  heathen  aronml  tlu-m.  In 
the  ey<'S  of  most,  the  savages  were  a  race  of  hretics.  to  whom  was  denied 
alike  the  consolations  of  the  Christian  faith  and  the  IxMiefits  of  civiliza- 
tion.    The  spirit  of  freedom  is  not  always  winged  with  charity. 

Strikingly  in  contrast  was  the  cnndnct  <»f  their  neighbois  of  Canada, 
in  the  genitis  l«»  plan,  and   the  cnnrage  ami  endnrance  to  carry  onl,  the 
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most  toilsome  expeditions  for  foundiug  missions  in  tlie  wilderness. 
Thougli  litle  remains  of  the  missions  established  by  the  Jesuits,  their 
long,  unremitting,  and  solitarj^  labors,  and  severe  sufferings  and  mar- 
tyrdoms, have  written  their  names  in  glory.  History  has  nothing 
brighter  on  her  records  than  the  deeds  of  these  Christian  heroes! 

"The  order  of  the  Jesuit, 
111  rigid  compact  firmly  Iviiit," 

Is  inseparably  interwoven  with  the  fortunes  and  fate  of  the  French 
empire  in  America.  Its  character  is  well  described  in  the  following 
graphic  lines,  from  ''Teuchsa  Grondie:" 

"A  school  of  strictest  self-deuial; 
Obedient  unto  every  trial; 

Invincible  and  calmy  bold, 

A  social  problem  to  unfold; 
In  vigils  long;  in  rigid  fast; 
Beneath  the  scourge  in  penance  cast; 

With  constant,  never-failing  zeal 

That  all  the  woes  of  man  can  feel; 
With  self-sustaining  fervor  blest. 
That  long  devotions  well  attest; 

With  deep,  enthusiastic  glow, 

That  blazes  in  the  polar  snow: 
With- master  policy  refined. 
To  rule  the  world  of  human  kind; 

In  closest  league  with  royal  state, 

Wide  conquest  to  accelerate; 
With  grasp  of  universal  plan, 
Embracing  every  race  of  man; 
■     Such  was  the  order,  shrewdly  sent, 

To  seize  the  Western  Continent." 

With  such  traits,  unhappily-,  Jesuitism  did  not  confine  itself  to  the 
Christianizing  of  the  Indians,  but  became  intimately  associated  with 
the  political  fortunes  of  the  country,  for  evil  as  well  as  good. 

In  the  genius  of  discovery,  in  establishing  depots  for  trade  and  forts 
for  protection,  and  in  oi)oning  to  the  knowledge  of  ciAilized  man  a  world 
vast  and  unknown,  the  French,  too.  were  without  a  rival.  The  leading 
spirits  in  these  enterprises  would  have  been  men  of  mark  anywhere. 
With  what  a  handful  of  men  they  invaded  the  savage  wilderness!  How 
indomitable  their  resolution!  How  judicious  their  selections  of  sites 
for  forts  and  towns.  How  far-sighted  the  sagacity  with  which  they 
secured  to  France,  as  they  had  reason  to  believe,  a  mighty  empire  in 
the  new  world. 

The  great  body  of  the  colonists,  it  is  true,  were  of  the  lower  orders,  un- 
educated in  independence  moral  or  political.  Many  came  as  soldiers, 
and  w^ere  induced  to  remain  as  settlers.  A  few  were  from  the  gentry, 
— men  who  claimed  an  ancestry,  and  had  names  of  which  even  jet  their 
descendants  are  proud.  No  convicts  were  sent  out,  and  there  were  no 
drones.  All  were  accustomed  to  seek,  and  seldom  failed  to  find,  a  living 
for  themselves.     The 

COLONIZATION    OF    "THE    DETROIT," 

or  straits  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron,  dates  from  the  first  year  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  nearly  two  centuries  after  the  discoveries  of  Cartier, 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  a  centuiw  after  the  founding  of  Quebec. 
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Tli«'  (ilijoct  of  Siciii-  Dc  Laniotlu'  Cadillac,  in  tlio  scttlciiicnt  of  the  D«' 
lioit,  was  not  only  to  establish  a  military  jxist  which  sliould  overawe  the 
natives,  clieck  the  aihancc  of  the  iMiiilish  and  Dutch,  and  secure  the  In- 
dian trade,  but  to  found  an  aj^ricultural  coniniunity  and  obtain  a  perma- 
nent foothold  upon  tlie  soil  Jt  was  a  step  fuither  into  the  wilderness 
than  any  colony  had  yet  ventured.  It  was  an  intrusion  into  the  strouy; 
h(dd  of  savant*  tribes,  many  of  whom  were  hostile  to  the  French  and  in 
the  int«'rest  of  their  enemies.  It  was  within  reach  of  the  Kn<ilish  settle 
nients.  with  which  an  eajici-  contest  had  commenced  for  the  Indian  trade 
of  the  lakes  and  the  vast  counti-y  to  whi<-h  these  o]H'ned  the  {;ate. 

A  varied  fortune  awaited  the  new  colony.  From  the  tirst  there  was 
strong;  oppositi(>n  from  political  opponents  of  the  measure  and  juMsonal 
enemies  of  Cadillac,  anuuij;  whom  ihe  Jesuits  were  conspicuous,  and 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  older  settlements.  Nor  was  it  easy  to 
distin!j;uish  between  tlieir  allies  and  their  foes  in  the  numerous  tribes 
whose  villajics  crowded  closely  about  the  fort,  and  who  beset  the  colony 
on  all  si(h*s.  \o  less  than  four  tinu's  the  destruction  i)f  the  fort  was  the 
subject  of  c(»nsi»iracies  and  machinations,  urged  on  by  rival  interests, 
and  for  the  iirsl  half  century  the  security  of  the  peasantry  was  too  pre- 
carious to  permit  extensive  or  successful  agriculture. 

Hardly  had  the  settlers  begun  to  feel  secure  in  their  possession,  when, 
with  the  cai)itulation  of  Montreal  n7()(»),  followed  the  downfall  of  the 
empire  of  France  in  the  ik'W  worhl,  and  the  transfer,  almost  without 
waiiiing  to  its  inhabitants,  of  the  sovereignty  of  Canada  to  its  life-long 
enemy,  the  English.  The  lilies  of  France  were  never  to  ti(Kit  again  tri- 
umjthant  o'er  these  waters. 

Thirty  years  later  saw  tlie  tlag  of  England  lowered  to  Ihe  stars  and 
fetrip<'s  of  its  rebel  colonies.  In  less  than  two  decades  more  the  cross  of 
St.  (leorge  resumed  its  sway  over  this  region  f(M'  a  brief  ])eriod,  to  be 
again,  for  the  last  time,  succeeded  by  the  triumphant  banner  of  the  new 
Ke])Mblic. 

Few  jieojde.  and  no  portion  of  America,  had  in  so  brief  a  period  expe 
rienced  so  many  and  singulai-  i-everses.  None  ever  accommodated  them- 
selves more  gracefully  to  the  mutations  of  their  fate.  In  their  own  way 
they  contijiued  to  prosjier.  and  had  lined  the  banks  of  the  Detroit  with 
jileasant  homesteads. 

CHARAC-TICH    OF'   THK    DKTUOlT    SKTTIJOFtS. 

Little  more  than  the  third  of  a  century  has  jiassed  since  the  writer's 
first  ac«|uaintance  with  tiu-  region  which,  not  many  years  before,  tlie 
aulhoi-  of  Mcl'-ingal  li;i(|  described  as 

•W'lific  Dftrdil  looks  out  iimid  the  wood. 
Hi'iiiiitc.  lirsidc  tlic  dreary  solitude." 

.M.iUing  ni.\  ;iliode  in  the  roiintry.  at  some  remove  from  the  ("ity  of  the 
Straits,  then  boasting  its  ."(.(KKt  inhabitants  of  many  nationalities,  I  found 
myself  amid  a  jieople  uiosily  I-'reiich.  the  <lescendanls  of  those  who  had 
l»raved  the  dangers  of  the  remote  wilderness  in  following  the  foi'tunes 
of  Cadillac 

As  yet  the  inro;ids  of  tlir  .\ngloSaxon  had  bnl  lilllr  disturbed  the 
Muiet  river  settlements;  Imt  .1  day  (d"  change  had  arrived  which  in  a  very 
short  time  was  destined  to  disti(»y  their  (ddlime  character.  Since  that 
day  the  Arcadian  simplicity  and  content  that  ha<l  so  long  contiinu'd  to 
juevail  in  s|»it<'  of  contending  sovereignties  has  yielded  rapidly  to  the 
i-eslless  energy  of  the  invailing  ^'ankee:  as  did  .iford  imr.  to  the  compier- 
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ing  Briton  the  dream  of  French  Empire  in  the  new  world. 

While  the  colonists. on  the  Detroit  retained  many  of  the  characteristics 
of  their  countrymen  in  the  old  worlds  modifications  necessarily  took  place 
in  the  adaptation  to  so  different  an  abode.  Taking  possession  of  a  vast 
wilderness,  families  neither  gathered  into  hamlets  as  is  the  custom  of  the 
peasantry  of  France,  nor  did  they  seek  an  independent  existence,  like  the 
backwoodsmen  of  New  England  stock;  but  their  dwellings,  each  on  its 
own  farm,  were  in  such  close  proximity  as  almost  to  constitute  a  con- 
tinuous village  for  many  miles  of  river  shore.  Originally  motives  of  pro- 
tection  against  the  savages,  and  afterwards  those  of  social  intercourse, 
led  to  this  near  neighborhood. 

LAND  TITLES  AND  FARMS. 

The  original  titles  to  these  lands  were  variously  derived.  Of  those 
below  the  city  as  far  as  the  Kiver  Rouge  (three  miles),  three  are  from 
grants  of  the  Marquis  du  Quesne,  Governor-General  of  Louisiana  and 
Canada,  1740;  ten  from  Marquis  de  la  Jouquiere  vested  with  like  powers, 
1750.  Ten  others  are  from  Indian  deeds  of  gift,  subsequent  to  the  occu- 
pancy by  the  English — 1770  to  1780 — confirmed  by  the  British  command- 
ant. Two  of  the  French  grants  actually  received  confirmation  of  the 
king,  although  this  was  required  by  the  Cotitume  de  Paris,  which  was  the 
law  of  the  country.  Permits  to  occupy  were  sometimes  granted  by  the 
French  commandants.  These  grants  and  rights  of  occupancy  were  con- 
firmed by  the  United  States  government,  early  in  the  present  century, 
through  a  commission,  sitting  at  Detroit,  and  upon  these  patents  were 
issued.  The  tracts  thus  confirmed  vary  in  width  from  two  to  five  arpents 
and  were  about  eighty  arpents  in  length.* 

I  have  heard  old  inhabitants  say  they  could  shout  to  each  other  from 
their  door  steps.  And  this  mode  of  telegraphic  message,  passing  rap- 
idly from  house  to  house,  served  the  purpose  of  modern  methods,  in  case 
of  apprehended  danger,  and  even  for  social  converse. 

An  American  backwoodsman  thinks  settlements  crowd  too  close  upon 
him — that  he  has  not  elbow  room  enough,  if  a  neighbor  establishes  him- 
self within  a  mile  of  the  spot  which  he  has  selected  for  his  hearthstone. 
A  Frenchman  so  situated  would  die  of  ennui.  He  must  have  facilities 
for  regular  and  frequent  intercourse  with  his  neighbors;  and,  as  roads 
are  execrable  in  a  new  country,  he  best  accomplishes  his  object  by  fixing 
liis  habitations  upon  the  streams — highways  that  nature  has  created. 
Tlie  canoe  is  his  carry-all;  in  it  he  and  his  family  move  easily,  at  all 
times,  to  and  from  even  distant  settlements.  What  glorious  opportu- 
nities for  the  gratification  of  these  desires  was  presented  by  those  grand 
highways  of  the  new  world! 

From  the  water  also  came  a  large  part  of  his  food;  for  fishing  and  trap- 
l»ing  were  more  favorite  employments  than  agriculture.  The  object  of 
the  first  settlers  being  the  fur  trade  and  Indian  traffic,  these  lakes  and  riv- 
ers supplied  a  natural  channel  through  which  those  operations  were  con- 
durted. 

It  was  along  the  chain  of  the  mighty  lakes  and  rivers  of  our  continent 
that  France  sought  to  maintain  her  foothold  in  America  by  the  erection 
of  forts,  at  points  wideh^  separated,  but  selected  with  wonderful  fore- 
sight. In  the  vicinity  of,  and  under  the  protection  of  these,  were  the 
early  settlements  made.     As  this  protection  became  less  needed,  as  the 

*The  arpent  is  a  measure  of  length,  as  weU  as  area;  it  is  a  square,  the  side  of  which  is 
192  feet  3  inches. 

4.) 
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Indian  trade  declined,  or  was  further  removed,  the  peasant  farmers  made 
more  distant  settlcnuMits.  Thoy  retained,  however,  the  pj'actice  of  inhab- 
iting only  the  banks  of  streams  accessible  from  the  great  lakes.  I  know 
of  no  original  French  setthnnent  which  is  not  so  situated. 

As  a  hunter  the  Frendi  settler  had  none  of  the  renow  n  of  the  Aniei  i- 
can  backwoodsman,  but  to  his  skill  in  flapping  the  great  fur  companies 
of  Canada  owed  a  large  part  of  the  smaller  peltries  that  were  so  consid- 
erable a  source  of  their  revenues. 

Like  the  beaver  and  mnskrat.  the  Canadian  not  unfrecjuently  lived  al- 
most in  the  water  of  his  favorite  streams  and  marshes,  and  built  his 
cabin  in  a  spot  which  could  be  ajjproached  only  by  canoe.  The  dwellers 
in  habitations  so  little  superior  in  architecture  and  site  to  the  houses 
which  these  ingenious  little  architects  contrive  for  their  accommodation, 
in  their  native  nmrshes,  and  denoting  so  little  higher  degree  of  mental  ad- 
vancement, deserved  the  soubriquet  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  contempt- 
uous Yankee,  of  ''^fuskrat  Frenchmen.'' 

FRENCH   AGRICULTURE. 

We  have  seen  that  the  kind  of  enterprise  which  characterized  the 
French  emigrant  was  very  different  from  that  which  marked  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  settlers,  which  has  converted  the  wilderness  into  fertile  tields, 
and,  almost  in  a  single  life-time,  constituted  this  nation  one  of  the  for- 
midable j)owers  of  the  earth. 

After  more  than  a  century  of  settlement,  the  farms  along  the  Straits 
exhibited  only  a  narrow  strij)  of  cultivation.  This  rarely  extended  half 
a  niik'  from  the  water's  edge.  From  their  doors  the  family  had  a  view 
of  the  un trimmed  forest,  where  the  deer  roamed,  and  wild  beasts  prowled, 
frequently  to  the  very  barn-yards. 

Even  tills  limited  extent  of  field  received  very  imperfect  culture.  .Tt 
was  almost  never  manured,  and,  so  little  was  high  culture  understood  or 
regarded,  that  instances  are  well  known  where  farmers,  whose  manure 
heaps  had  accumulated  to  an  inconvenient  degree  about  their  barns, 
adopted  the  most  ready  means  of  relief  by  carting  the  incumbrance  on  to 
the  ice  in  winter.  The  offensive  material  was  thus  washed  away,  with- 
out further  trouble,  when  the  ice  broke  up  in  the  spring.  I  declare,  on 
undoubted  authority,  that  in  some  cases  even  the  barns  were  removed, 
to  avoid  the  piles  that  had  accumulated. 

This  limited  agricultural  improvement  did  not  originate  from  the  ex- 
treme subdivision  of  the  land,  for  each  proprietor  jiossessed  acres  enough; 
though  his  farm,  in  its  jiroportion  of  length  to  breadth,  bore  a  resem- 
lilauce  to  liis  i»ipe  stem. 

As  this  gr<'at  natir»ii;il  interest  nourished  so  little  under  th(»  kind  of 
encouragement  bestowed  by  the  French  government,  it  may  be  curious 
to  comjiare  the  terms  by  which  grants  of  land  were  bestowed  by  the  com- 
mandants, with  the  tenure  by  which,  under  the  fostering  care  of  the 
present  goverimn'iit.  each  houwiuilder  may  secure  a  homestead.  One 
runs  in  this  wise:  "The  grantee  was  bound  to  ]>ay  a  rent  of  fifteen  livres 
;i  year  in  peltries  to  the  Crown  forever;  to  assist  in  planting  a  .May-pole, 
on  each  May-«lay,  befori'  the  door  of  the  Mansion  House.  He  was  forbid- 
den to  buy  or  sell  ;irlicles  of  mercliaiulise  carried  to  or  I'imum  Montreal, 
through  sf-rvants,  clerks  or  foreigners;  to  \\(uk  at  the  business  of  a  black- 
Miiith;  to  sell  brandy  to  the  Indians,  or  to  mortgage  the  l.ind,  without 
conseiil  *>r  llie  </overnii!enl.     Tlie  Crown  reser\-ed  all  minerals  and  tim- 
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ber  for  military  purposes.  The  grantor  reserved  the  right  of  huntiug 
rabbits,  partridges,  and  pheasants.  All  the  grain  raised  was  to  be  ground 
at  the  manor  wind-mill,  where  toll  was  to  be  given,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  Pans.  On  every  sale  of  land  a  tax  was  levied,  and  the  government 
reserved  the  right  to  take  precedence  of  any  buyer,  at  the  price  offered.'- 
In  so  many  restrictions  we  see  one  reason  why  agriculture,  as  an  inde- 
pendent pursuit,  should  not  flourish. 

FARM  IMPLEMENTS. 

Having  spoken  so  disparagingly  of  French  agriculture,  it  is  but  just  to 
observe  that  the  Canadians  were  speedy  to  adopt  the  superior"  implements 
and  modes  of  cultivation  used  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  settlers;  and  the  pres- 
ent generations  see  little  difference  between  the  tools  and  the  methods  be- 
longing to  the  one  or  the  other.  But  half  a  century  ago  the  old  methods 
were  still  practiced. 

The  cart  was  the  universal  vehicle  for  farm  and  family  use,  wagons  be- 
ing unknown.  The  plow  was  of  wood,  except  the  share.  Its  long  beam 
and  handles  extended  ten  or  twelve  feet,  and  it  had  a  wooden  mould- 
board.  In  front  were  two  wheels,  also  of  wood,  of  different  sizes;  a  small 
one  to  run  on  the  unplowed  side,  and  a  larger  one  in  the  furrow.  There 
were  neither  chains  nor  whiffletree;  oxen  were  fastened  by  a  pole  which 
had  a  hinged  attachment  to  the  beam.  And  very  good  though  shallow 
plowing  was  performed  by  this  rude  but  ingenious  implement. 

Both  oxen  and  horses  were  employed  in  the  various  operations.  The 
harness  was  very  simple,  and  constructed  of  withes  or  twisted  raw-hide. 
No  yoke  was  used,  but  a  rope  of  the  kind  mentioned  was  passed  around 
the  oxen's  horns,  and  they  pushed  with  their  heads.  It  was  maintained, 
by  those  who  employed  this  seemingly  singular  method,  that  it  was  the 
niost  natural  and  effective,  and  gave  greater  freedom  of  action  to  the  cat- 
tle. Possibly  scientific  agriculturists  of  the  present  day  may  get  a  use- 
ful hint  from  the  simple  ideas  of  the  olden  times. 

The  hoe  was  a  very  heavy  iron  implement,  having  a  long  shank.  It  was 
the  same  that  was  used  by  the  Indians,  after  the  introduction  of  iron 
among  them.  The  latter  never  plowed,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  method 
of  laying  out  the  field  in  parallel  rows;  hills  of  corn  being  planted  with- 
out regard  to  regularity,  though  at  tolerably  uniform  distances.  And 
though  the  Fienchman  used  the  plow  ett'ectively,  their  ordinary  mode  of 
planting  corn  was  precisely  that  of  the  Indians. 

FRENCH  VEHICLES. 

The  winter  cany-aU  was  a  strong  but  narrow  box,  placed  upon  runners, 
which  spread  widely  and  were  iron  shod.  Sometimes  these  w^ere  adorned 
with  fancy  heads.  "  The  thills,  which  were  of  hickory  or  ash,  were  so 
fixed  as  to  spring  outwardly,  and  when  the  horse  was  harnessed  in,  the 
ends  were  brought  together  and  tied.  The  strain,  consequently,  pre- 
vented any  rubbing  against  the  horse's  sides,  and  allowed  a  large  liberty 
of  action,  which  was  of  great  service  to  their  keen  trotters  and  pacers. 
It  was  constructed  for  two  persons  only,  although  a  seat  for  a  third  was 
sometimes  placed  in  front.     Horses  were  sometimes  driven  tandem. 

The  traineau  was  of  rougher  construction,  made  for  work,  and  the  run- 
ners did  not  spread. 
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For  summer  ploasure  driving,  a  few  had  tlie  calcchc.  It  resembled  the 
jiiodern  chaise,  and  had  a  movable  folding  top. 

The  cart  of  which  I  have  made  mention  is  worthy  of  commemoration. 
It  was  the  common  vehicle  for  all  classes,  and  even  in  the  city,  long  after 
my  arrival  here,  was  almost  the  only  kind  of  carriage.  It  was  a  light 
two-wheeled  vehicle,  of  the  ordinary  cart  construction,  and  the  sides  were 
l»rotected  by  a  low  railing.  The  gentry  sometimes  had  chairs  placed 
within,  but  commonly  all  rode  after  a  more  primitive  style,  with  a  butfalo 
I'obe  only  for  a  seat.  In  this  simple  mode  ladies  were  taken  to  church,  to 
]iarties  and  calls,  or  carted  over  the  mud,  whenever  the  roads  were  in  a 
(•(mdition  untit  for  dainty  feet.  The  stiff  clay  soil  which  prevailed  along 
the  only  road  was  often  almost  impassable  for  pedestrians.  There  were 
no  pavements,  nor  even  tliat  convenient  western  resource,  plank  walks. 
Nor  was  there  a  stone  crossing  nor  a  public  hack  in  the  city  thirty  years 
ago. 

Many  were  the  curious  scenes  and  many  the  laughable  stories 

"legend's  store 

Of  stranire  adveiitiu'os,  li.appeuod  Ity" — 

mud;  the  sutfocali(>n  of  dogs;  the  loss  of  shoes;  the  discomfiture  of  neat 
gallants,  who  ventured  aid  to  the  weaker  sex  in  their  rash  attempt  to 
cross  a  street.  Even  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  the  use  of 
a  cart  did  not  always  escape  the  danger  or  the  fun,  for  sometimes  the 
loosely  made  linchitin  gave  out,  when  the  living  cargo  was  unceremoni- 
ously dumped,  of  course  in  the  very  deepest  puddles.  But  such  acci- 
dents in  those  days  were  a  subject  of  mirth,  rather  than  of  chagrin.  The 
French  cart  was  an  article  of  real  convenience,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
wants  and  tastes  of  the  people  and  times.  It  was  a  legitimate  descend- 
ant of  the  cart  of  Xormandy,  where,  in  lecent  times,  I  have  been  inter- 
ested to  see  it  in  common  us(».  of  jtrfM-isely  similar  construction. 

Among  us  its  use  is  iu)W  almost  coiifiiu'd  to  Canada,  but  now  and  then 
ojio  may  be  seen  on  the  Amei-ican  side,  on  its  way  to  market,  with  tifty 
pounds  of  hay  or  a  quarter  cord  of  wood,  drawn  by  a  shag  of  a  )>ony. 
whose  back  reaches  scarcely  above  the  thills,  and  a  little  weazen  faced 
Frenchman  mounted  on  the  top. 

CANADIAN   ]'ONIi:S. 

The  stock  of  the  French  fainicr  consisted  almost  exclusivel\  of  hor.^es. 
Ihai  dwarfed,  haidy  race  so  well  known  as  Canadian  ponies.  Thcsf 
roiimcd  at  largo,  bey<»nd  the  inclosurcs,  picking  up  an  independent  living 
by  browsing.  Kven  in  the  winter  they  seldom  received  any  Imt  a  stolen 
aid  from  the  barns  or  stacks  of  their  owners.  Each  jMniy  lH)ie  its  mas- 
ter's initials,  branded  upon  the  slnnilder,  and  was  caught  ami  broken  to 
1h<'  bit  as  he  hapj)ened  to  be  wanted.  Whether  thes«'  horses  were  ob 
tained  originally  from  the  Indians  of  tlie  i»l;iins.  or  had  any  relationship 
with  the  .Mexican  mustang,  seems  no!  to  }»e  deleiniiiieil.  They  weie 
jteciiliar  to  C.inada. 

To  some  extent  this  nuule  of  reaiing  liorses  lias  picxaih'd  evt'U  down 
to  tlie  present  times,  in  the  towns  a<ljac<'nt  to  Detroit,  where  the  French 
are  still  a  large  element  in  tin*  population.  Tlwy  receive  ]it«Mally  no 
care  whatever,  and  i"o;iin  in  l>ands.  scouring  al(Mig  the  jo.ids  with  ihe 
sp«  ed  of  liberty,  and  ntten   ni.iking   iln'  niglit    hideous   wiih    the  uproar. 
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The  following  lines  from  a  manuscript  poem  by  Hon.  James  V.  Camp- 
bell (I  hope  his  Honor  will  pardon  the  theft)  thus  well  describes  these 
nightly  races  through  the  town: 

•Tucliecketl,  with  tlyiug-  leap  aud  bound. 
The  savage  courser  spurns  the  ground. 
No  venturous  horseman  leads  the  ranks. 
No  spur  has  galled  their  heaving  flanks. 
No  master's  hand  has  grasped  the  mane, 
No  champing  jaw  has  known  the  rein; 
But  in  a  cotiutless  host  they  press, 

Free  as  the  storm,  but  riderless;  .  \ 

Compact  as  when  an  army's  tramp 
Bears  down  upon  a  foeman's -camp; 
While  the  ground  trembles,  like  the  short- 
Where  foaming  lines  of  breakers  roar!" 

FRENCH    ORCHARDS. 

That  the  Detroit  habitans  of  an  early  day  were  not  altogether  open  to 
the  reproach  of  being  neglectful  husbandmen,  good  evidence  has  come 
down  to  our  own  times  in  the  line  orchards  of  apple,  pear,  and  cherry 
trees  that  give  beautv  and  value  to  nearly  every  farm. 

Our  view  of  Canadian  agriculture  would  be  incomplete,  indeed,  with- 
out a  particular  notice  of  those  old  orchards  which  are  so  distinguishing 
a  feature  in  the  river  landscape,  and  in  which  the  Canadians  showed  such 
commendable  enterprise. 

Though  manv  of  the  farms  so  closely  crowded  along  the  river  banks 
had  orchards,  comprising  several  hundreds  of  these  fruit  trees,  and  few 
w^ere  entirely  destitute,  it  is  singular  that  little  is  known  of  their  history. 
In  answ^er  to  inquiries,  old  people  will  tell  that  their  ancestors  obtained 
the  trees  from  Montreal,  to  which  place  they  were  brought  at  a  still 
earlier  day  from  Normandy  or  Provence;  but  they  have  no  knowledge 
when  or  from  whence.  The  prevailing  opinion  is  that  the  seeds  were 
brought  from  France  and  planted  as  soon  as  the  first  permanent  settle- 
ments were  made  on  the  Straits,  about  a  century  and  a  half  ago.  The 
i)resent  generation  remember  well  the  days  of  their  boyhood  passed  be- 
neath the  shade  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruit  of  these  trees,  which, 
in  their  recollection,  were  even  then  of  great  size. 

Before  further  considering  the  mystery  of  their  origin,  the  character 
of  these  orchards  claims  our  attention.  When  we  recognize  that  from 
the  orchards  on  this  river  have  emanated  many  noted  kinds  of  apples, 
still  extensively  appreciated  throughout  the  Northern  States,  it  will  be 
apparent  that  thev  contained  no  wild  or  common  fruit.  From  here  were 
disseminated  the"^ famous  ''Colville,"  both  red  and  white;  the  "Detroit 
Ked,"  Roseau  of  the  French;  the  "Pomme  de  Neige,"  or  Fameuse,  the  cel- 
ebrated ''Snow  Apple,"  of  America,  all  fruits  that  have  established  a 
wide  reputation.  Besides  these  are  several  not  so  well  known,— the  gray 
apple,  russets,  noted  for  long  keeping,  pearmaius,  and  others.  Almost 
every  orchard  had  one  or  more  of  these  noted  kinds. 

DETROIT  CIDER. 

4s  cider  fruit  these  apples  maintained  a  reputation  long  after  the  in- 
flux of  settlers  from  the  Eastern  States.  In  this  respect  they  were  con- 
sidered to  surpass  the  apples  of  New  England,  and  to  be  second  only  to 
the  celebrated  New^  Jersey  product. 
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Forty  years  ago  a  few  cider  mills  of  the  French  construction  were  in 
existence.  They  .were  quite  unifjue.  The  crusher  was  a  large  stone  or 
wood  cylinder,  six  to  eight  feet  diameter  and  from  six  to  ten  inches  thick- 
ness. It  tuincd  on  a  woden  axis,  fastened  1o  a  ccntcr-jjost.  and  was  car- 
ried around  hy  horse  power.  It  ran  in  a  trough,  dug  out  of  a  large  tree 
and  ]>ut  together  by  sections.  The  press  consisted  of  a  long  wooden 
lever,  acting  upon  a  pliitforiii  nnd  held  (l(»wn  l»y  tjickling. 

FRENCH  PEAR  TREES. 

But  the  crowning  glory  of  the  French  orchard  was  the  jjcar  tree. 
^Nearly  every  homestead  possessed  one,  sonu>  two  or  three,  few  exceeded 
a  half-dozen.  8uch  was  its  wonderful  size  and  productiveness  that  one 
sj^ecimen  usually  am])ly  satisfied  the  wants  of  a  family. 

The.^^e  jiear  ti-ees  were  and  still  are  conspicuous  objects  in  the  river 
scenery,  and  foi'  size,  vigoi-  and  pi-oductiveness  are  truly  remarkable.  A 
bole  six  feet  in  girth,  and  of  a  height  of  GO  feet,  are  only  cojumon  attain- 
ments. Many  show  a  circumference  of  trunk  of  eight  to  nine  feet,  and 
rear  their  lofty  heads  seventy  and  sometimes  eighty  feet  from  the  earth! 
They  bear  uniform  crops;  thirty  to  fifty  bushels  being  often  the  annual 
j>roduct  of  a  single  tree.  The  fruit  is  of  medium  size,  ripening  about  the 
end  of  August,  and  though  as  a  table  fruit  sui)erseded  by  many  sorts 
which  an  improved  horticulture  has  introduced,  it  still  holds  a  fair  rank, 
and  in  some  respects  is  not  sur])assed,  if  equaled,  by  any.  The  ilesh  is 
cris]).  juicy,  sweet  and  spicy.  For  stewing  and  preserving  it  is  quite 
unrivaled.  Individual  trees  differ  a  little  in  their  period  of  ripening  and 
in  size  and  flavor  of  fruit,  but  the  variety  is  well  characterized. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  so  little  should  be  known  of  the  his 
lory  -of  a  tree  of  such  extraordinary  character.  The  earliest  travelers 
from  whom  Ave  have  published  records,  such  as  Charlevoix,  Henry  and 
Carver,  make  none,  or  only  casual  mention,  and  give  no  clue  to  their  date 
and  origin.  The  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  is  only  traditional  in 
regard  to  them.  Along  the  St.  Lawrence  and  about  Montreal,  whence 
ihese  trees  are  supposed  by  some  to  have  been  brought  to  Deti'oit,  no 
specimens  exist,  and  th.e  orchards  are  few  and  inferior.  In  a  hasty  jour- 
ney across  Normandy  I  saw  many  fine  large  pear  trees,  but  I  looked  in 
vain  for  any  of  the  size  or  character  which  might  be  supposed  to  have 
originated  the  Detroit  pear  tree. 

The  j.revailing  ojiinion,  that  the  ]»ear  and  apple  trees  of  the  Canadas 
originated  from  srnlft  brought  from  France,  is  founded  on  the  supj)osition 
ihat  nursery  trees  crmld  not  have  withstood  the  long  sea  voyage  of  that 
]»eriod.  Yet  this  ojiinion  cannot  be  acce])ted  without  hesitation.  It  is 
a  law  well  understood  by  fruit  cultivators,  that  trees  raised  from  the  seed 
of  these  fruits  tend  to  revert  to  their  original  wild  state.  They  are,  with 
rare  exceptions,  inferior  to  the  cultivated  varieties,  and,  besides,  are  of 
almo.st  as  many  different  scuMs  as  the  .seeds  which  ])roduce  them.  Neither 
the  j>ear  nor  apple  trees  of  the  French  orchards  ha\'e  tlu^  eharaeter  of 
seedlings,  and  the  fad  that  almost  every  orchard  cotilained  s(M-ei"il  trees 
of  the  s.'inie,  and  of  noted  kinds.  militat«'s  against  that  stijiposilion.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  im|»iobable  that  they  are  seedlings  raised  hei-e  ;nid 
(fraftrd.  for  the  art  w.as  then  little  practiced  in  .Vmerica,  and  not  at  all 
among  the  Canadians. 

The  Detroit  pear  tree  is  found  also  on  the  river  Raisin,  at  Monroe,  and, 
so  far  as  T  am  informed,  exists  nowhere  <dse  in  .Xunrica.     The  trees  on 
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the  latter  stream  were  planted  by  the  early  settlers  there  many  years 
after  the  colonization  of  the  Straits.  In  1786  Col.  Francis  Navarre,  of 
Monroe,  traveling  on  horseback  from  Detroit,  carried  in  his  hand  six  or 
more  trees,  >\^hich  he  planted  on  his  farm.  They  attained  large  size  and 
are  still  bearing  immense  crops.  One  of  these  is  said  to  measure,  at  two 
feet  from  the  ground,  nine  feet  two  inches  in  circumference,  and  at  four 
feet  separates  into  two  branches,  one  of  which  is  seven  feet  four  inches 
and  the  other  five  feet  in  circumference. 

We  have  ample  testimony  to  the  great  size  of  these  giant  pear  trees 
half  a  century  ago.  I  am  informed  by  an  old  resident  that  in  1812  or  '13 
he  saw  one  cut  down,  which  was  in  the  way  of  a  battery  that  was  being 
built  just  above  the  city,  and  which  measured  nearly  two  feet  in  diameter 
of  trunk.  Such  a  growth  could  hardly  have  been  acquired  in  less  than 
a  century. 

I  know  not  by  what  fatality,  but  our  old  French  pear  trees  seem  des- 
fined  to  have  no  successors  to  their  fame,  as  though  unwilling  to  survive 
the  Americanization  of  the  race  who  matured  and  so  long  enjoyed  their 
stately  munificence. 

Appreciated  by  all,  no  one  has  thought  of  continuing  the  species,  or 
else  all  attempts  have  failed.  No  young  trees  are  to  be  found  in  the  ex- 
tensive plantations  of  the  present  century,  which  include  so  many  vastly 
inferior.  None  of  the  nurseries  contain  it.  It  is  even  yet  without  a 
name  in  the  dictionary  of  American  fruit  trees.  Still,  however,  the  pear 
trees  flourish,  in  a  green  old  age,  while  the  apple  orchards  are  fast  dis- 
appearing, partly  from  natural  decay,  but  more  perhaps  from  neglect; 
while  many  are  annually  swei)t  from  existence  by  the  relentless  besom 
of  modern  improvement. 

The  old  pear  tree  belongs  to  Detroit  and  her  old  habitans,  and  will 
perish  with  them,  and  with  their  homesteads  which  are  so  fast  disappear- 
ing. Another  half  century  will  see  the  last  of  those  magnificent  trees — 
the  pride  of  the  French  orchard,  the  mammoth  of  fruits — of  which  the 
world  does  not  afford  its  equal. 

FRENCH  HOMESTEADS. 

From  the  consideration  which  we  have  bestowed  upon  the  agriculture 
of  the  early  French  settlers  on  the  Detroit,  we  turn  naturally  to  their 
homesteads.  We  often  form  some  judgment  of  a  people  from  the  houses 
they  live  in. 

The  better  class  of  dwellings  of  the  French  habitans  were  of  quite  a 
substantial  character,  considered  as  mere  timber  structures.  They  were 
built  of  logs,  squared  and  covered  with  clapboards,  and  the  roofs  shingled 
with  cedar.  They  were  of  one  or  two  stories,  according  to  the  need  or 
ability  of  the  owner,  but  were  never  ambitious.  Generally  they  were 
one  full  story,  the  upper  or  half  story  being  chiefly  within  the  roof,  which 
was  high  and  lighted  by  small  dormer  windows,  projecting  on  the  front 
and  rear  sides.  The  entrance  was  in  the  center,  and  a  hall  ran  from  front 
to  rear.     A  low  and  perfectly  plain  veranda  was  another  usual  feature. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  noted  structures  of  this  class  was  the  "Cass 
house,"  which  has  been  used  by  several  of  the  Territorial  Governors  of 
Michigan,  and  exhibited  many  marks  of  the  tomahawk  and  bullet,  re- 
ceived during  the  Indian  wars.  It  stood  on  the  Cass  farm,  and  was 
built  of  cedar  logs,  weather-boarded;  about  fifty  feet  front  and  one  story 
in  height,  with  steep  roof.  A  heavy  stone  chimney  rose  out  of  the  center. 
The  position,  when  I  first  saw  it,  was  very  beautiful.  It  was  upon  the 
immediate  bank  of  the  river,  here  quite  abrupt  and  high,  and  shadowed 
with  trees.     No  wharf  or  building  obstructed  the  view,  which  commanded 
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niauy  iiiiU'S  of  the  river  cliaiuiel  and  shores,  and  in  the  rear  were  smiling 
jrardeus  and  «;reen  slopes,  between  which  tlowed  the  littk'  river  "Savo- 
yard,'' since  diverted  into  a  covered  sewer.  This  old  mansion  is  still  a 
eonifortable  dwellinj^,  or  dwellinj^s,  on  Larned  street.  It  stands  but  lit- 
tle removed  from  its  old  site,  but  in  front  and  in  rear  are  stony  streets, 
thickly  lined  with  houses.  It  is  remote  from  the  present  border  of  the 
river,  and  its  lime  iioiiored  character  is  lost  in  new  buards  and  wliite 
l»aint.     Its  a^ie  is  jtrohably  not  less  than  I.IO  years. 

Another  old  domicile  of  the  times  of  French  r<'^ime — th<*  LalTcrty  house? 
— stood  half  a  mile  below,  and  was  torn  down  in  1S(;1.  to  jiive  place  to 
structures  better  suited  to  the  wants  of  modern  tinu'S.  It  was  erected  in 
1747.  and  was,  at  the  time  of  its  destruction,  in  excellent  ]ue.servation; 
the  timbers  heavy  and  solid,  and  the  stone  chimney  exhibiting  the  large^ 
open  lire  jdace  which  mark(Ml  an  age  of  hospitality  and  good  cheer. 

The  Knaggs  house,  another  well-known  mansion,  was  for  several  years 
my  own  residence.  It  consists  of  two  parts;  one  a  low  structure  of  a 
single  story,  with  an  attic,  and  containing  two  rooms  and  a  jiantry.  It 
is  of  unknown  age.  and,  like  the  Cass  house,  bears  marks  of  Indian  out- 
rages. The  other  ])ortion  is  of  comparatively  modern  date  and  consists 
of  three  (onsiderable  rooms,  separated  by  a  central  hall.  It  lias  a  second 
half  stoi-y.  with  dormer  windows,  and  also  windows  in  the  gables,  and  is 
throughout  well  linished.  The  front  door  is  umbraged  by  a  square  por- 
1i<-o,  which  had  seats,  and  commanded  a  delightful  look-out  upon  the 
river,  in  its  immediat(^  front.  T.otli  j>arts  of  the  mansion  are  built  of 
s<|ua?e(l  ]»ine  timbers,  clai»bonnle(l.  The  newer  poition  had.  when  I  took 
]K)ssession.  a  coat  of  paint,  white  in  front,  r<'d  in  tin*  rear.  If  there  ha<l 
ever  been  paint  on  the  older  ]»ortion  it  had  long  disap|>eai-ed.  The  panes 
of  glass  throughout  all  th<'  windows  wei-e  m  cni-iosity  being  of  ;i  size  en 
tirely  disused  and  no  longer  sn]<l  by  dealers. — six  iuid  a  half  l»y  seven  and 
a  half  inches. 

F  will  allude  to  aiiotliei-  and  one  of  the  U'W  Frenrji  mansions  in  the  city. 
— llu'  old  "Campau  house."  It  is  built  ujton  the  foundations  of  the  orig- 
inal dwelling  burned  down  by  the  fii'e  which  consnmed  tlw  entire  city  in 
ISO.-. 

Though  an  inteiesting  relic  ;iiid  a  good  s|»ecimen  of  its  class,  it  belongs 
to  the  pre.sent  century.  It  will  give  a  good  idea  of  the  contrast  between 
the  <dd  town  ami  the  new  to  state  that  the  aventm  of  llM)  feet  wide  upon 
which  this  house  fr<Mits,  coires|MMnls  heie  with  the  (dd  St.  .\nn  street,  (»n 
which  it  formerly  stood,  but  which,  though  the  longest  street  of  (dd 
Detroit,  had  a  width  o\'  (Uily  thirty  feet. 

Few  siM-h  memoiials  of  the  "good  old  days"  now  remain  in  this  vicin 
itv;  l»ut  on  the  Canada  side  of  the  chann<d  compaialively  little  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  a|>pearance  and  condition  of  many  old  Ficmli 
homesti-ads.  The  village  of  Sandwich  wears  much  of  the  old  time  char 
acter,  and  a  dreamy  ipiiet  pervades  the  i)lace,  worthy  of  Sleepy  H(dlow. 
and  singularly  in  conl.rast  with  the  Imstling.  wide  .iw.-ike  activity  which 
•lislinguishes  most  American  villages. 

.Most  l-'reuih  dwellings  ha<I  yards,  fenced  by  pickets  of  red  cedar. 
Tla-se  wer<'  often  ten  or  tw(dve  feet  in  height,  and  were  int«'nded.  and 
often  serve<l.  as  a  stockade  foi-  protection  during  the  lionldes  of  the  w;ir 
times,  as  wcdl  as  against  w(dv«'s. 

Some  of  these  deH-nseH  were  standing  along  the  river,  between  my 
house  and  the  town,  as  late  as  1K;:7.  and  consisted  of  very  closely  set. 
large  and  mostly  round,  posts,  which  were  generally  still  sound.     They 
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were  so  deeply  sunk  that  the  ax  was  used  rather  than  the  spade,  when 
their  removal  ibeeauie  expedient.  Few,  if  auy,  of  these  posts  can  now  be 
seen  in  this  vicinity,  but  the  stumps  of  many  still  remain  as  landmarks  of 
a  past  age,  below  the  soil,  where  the  ax  has  left  them. 

Another  feature  of  the  old  settlements  has  disappeared, — the  ivind- 
iiiills,  which  once  marked  every  few  miles  of  river  shore,  and  were  an  ani- 
mating part  of  its  picturesque  scenery. 

These  institutions  of  primitive  times  were  in  full  operation  down  to 
ilie  stirring  period  of  Yankee  improvements,  1S36-7.  Until  then  there 
were  no  flouring  mills  of  any  other  description  within  many  miles,  though 
we  have  the  authority  of  Judge  Campbell  for  stating  that  a  water-mill 
Mas  built  as  early  as  1734  on  May's  creek,  below^  the  city,  and  one  on 
Mill  or  Conner's  creek,  above,  and  that,  as  late  as  183U,  one'  was  standing 
in  ruins  upon  Bloody  Kun,  where  it  is  crossed  by  Jefl'erson  avenue. 

The  wind-mills  served  sufflciently  well  all  the  needs  of  the  French  era; 
but  with  the  advent  of  larger  wants  more  capable  structures  were  de 
manded.  The  neglected  wind-mills  fell  to  decay,  and  at  the  present  time 
a  few  only  survive  in  ruins. 

From  these  brief  notices  of  the  dwellings  of  the  French  land-owners,  it 
will,  doubtless,  and  with  truth,  be  concluded  that  the  occupants  lived  in 
reasonable  style  and  comfort,  and  that  the  personal  appearance  of  our 
French  progenitors  corresponded  to  the  simple  and  comfortable  charac- 
ter of  their  homesteads. 

COSTUMES. 

The  gentleman's  dress  of  the  olden  time,  in  winter,  consisted  of  colored 
shirt,  with  vest  and  pantaloons,  or  leggings.  A  belt  or  sash  held  up  the 
pants  and  over  all  was  worn  a  capote,  or  heavy  blanket  coat,  with  a  sack 
<,r  loose  cap  attached;  that  was  thrown  back  or  over  the  head,  as  re~ 
quired.  The  latter  extremity  was  bound  with  a  colored  handkerchief, 
while  the  lower  were  protected  by  shoepacs  and  sometimes  moccasins. 

On  dress  occasions  the  sash  was  richly  ornamented  with  beads,  in  the 
Indian  fashion,  and  sometimes  was  of  wampum.  It  was  spread  widely 
over  the  body,  outside  the  coat,  and  tied  behind,  the  ends  hanging  down 
two  feet  or  more.  In  warm  weather  pantaloons  were  worn  without  vest, 
and  were  sustained  by  a  belt,  generally  of  leather.  The  feet  were  bare, 
and  hats  of  straw^  completed  the  covering. 

The  voyageurs,  or  boatmen,  often  wore  shirts  over  the  trowsers,  made 
of  leather,  with  ruffles  in  the  bosom  made  of  the  same  material.  They 
had  bright  colored  cloth  caps  which  hung  over  on  one  side  and  terminated 
Avith  a  tassel. 

The  dress  of  the  women  consisted  of  short  gowns  or  habits,  falling  no 
lower  than  the  knee,  and  showing  the  petticoats,  which  reached  to  the 
feet;  and  they  had  ample  straw  hats.  For  cold  weather  they  had  fur 
hats  or  bonnets.  They  received  the  fashions  from  Montreal,  but  the 
changes  were  so  slight  that  probably  less  variation  had  occurred  in  a 
century  than  takes  place  in  the  costume  of  our  modern  belles  in  a  single 
year.  In  fact,  the  costume  I  have  described  continued  always  unchanged, 
from  the  earliest  period  down  to  the  time  of  my  own  personal  observa- 
tion. The  straw  hat  maintains  its  repute  even  yet  as  a  permanent  and 
wholesome  style  abroad,  its  merits  having  given  it  a  wide  adoption;  and 
it  would  be  well  if,  in  other  particulars,  the  convenient  fashions  of  our 
Canadian  dames  could  be  preserved. 
46 
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SOCIETY. 

The  French  people  continued  to  preserve,  down  lu  a  mmv  recent  date, 
a  good  degree  of  tlicir  ancient  character.  There  was  much  of  the  "beau 
nionde"  at  tlie  rival  l)ut  neighborly  cities  of  Detroit  and  Monroe,  and  a 
constant  intercourse  was  kepi  uji.  until  the  preitondcraucc  of  I  he  forniei- 
city  and  the  overwhelming  influx  of  foreigners. 

Amusements  were  of  the  social  rather  than  literary  kind,  and  the  social 
virtues  never  shone  more  brightly  among  any  people.  Nor  were  these 
confined  to  their  own  kin,  but  were  extended  to  the  newly  come,  of  what- 
ever nationality.  The  old  habitans  of  the  better  class  still  retain  a  vivid 
recollection  of  those  hai)py  days,  and  will  tell  that  no  i)eople  ever  enjoyed 
life  so  keenly. 

During  the  winter — which  comprised  nearly  half  the  year — the  settle- 
ments on  the  Detroit  and  River  Raisin  were  almost  shut  out  from  the 
eastern  world.  Vessels  and  river  craft  were  all  laid  up;  railroads  were 
not  in  being;  and  travel  to  the  nearest  eastern  cities  was  a  long  and  pain- 
ful journey.  I  have  myself  known  Detroit  to  be  without  a  New  York  mail 
for  more  than  two  weeks  at  a  time,  and  have  found  it  a  week's  journey, 
traveling  by  ordinary  stage,  day  and  night,  through  Canada  to  Buffalo. 
This  was  the  season  for  French  gayety  and  resource  to  display  them 
selves.  No  aid  from  foreign  sources  was  needed  to  make  the  winter  pass 
jdeasantly.  And  who  could  surpass  the  French  for  parties,  balls,  and 
merry-makings! 

At  these  were  gathered,  especially,  the  young  of  both  sexes,  who  kept 
up,  until  a  late  hour  in  the  morning,  that  fascinating  amusement,  of  whos^ 
saltatory  mazes  a  Frenchman  never  tires;  and  here  were  exchanged 
glances  from  those  lustrous  black  eyes,  so  suited  to  brunette  complexions, 
and  which  lighted  up  even  the  most  ordinary  face,  like  native  diamonds 
sparkling  through  their  rusty  covering.  And,  indeed,  the  demoiselles 
were  not  to  be  desjjised  for  graces  of  face  and  figure;  for  though  the  men 
mostly  had  long,  thin  visages,  scarcely  in  keeping  with  their  fun-loving 
propensities,  the  girls  were  both  i)lump  and  handsome. 

During  the  period  of  dejjression  which  followed  the  speculations  of 
1S3G,  when  a  general  stagnation  and  gloom  overspread  the  whole  land, 
there  was  no  lack  of  French  gayety. 

In  the  winter  of  1841,  when  times  were  at  their  worst,  this  was  mani- 
fested, even  to  an  unusiuil  degree,  in  numerous  balls  and  other  social 
gatherings.  With  a  characteristic  tinge  of  superstition  the  French  con- 
sidered this  unusual  gayety  ominous  of  aj)proaching  war,  or  other  calam- 
ity, and  that  they  were  imj>elled  to  it  by  some  secret  and  uncontrollable 
im]»ulse.  Perhajts  philosopliy  may  find  a  moi-e  reasonable  solution.  I 
i-eliile  the  fact  only. 

AMUSEMKNTS. 

Sundays,  as  in  all  Roman  Catholic  countries,  were  holidays,  and  were 
itnjjroved  as  such  to  a  much  greater  extent,  among  the  Canadians  of  half 
or  even  (piarter  of  a  century  ago  than  now  among  their  descendants. 
I'ossibly  they  were  spent  (piite  as  innocently,  though  more  noise  and 
hilarity  prevailed.  The  jiurenis  and  daughters  of  the  family  traveled  to 
church  in  sober  jog-trot  style  enough,  in  carts  drawn  by  a  single  pony, 
lint  the  young  men  went  mounted  on  their  nags,  and  returned  in  the 
gi-aiid  style,  racing,  with  whooj)  and  hurrah! 

Til  the  winter  lliese  r-ices  were  exchanged  for  tt-oKing  ninlches  on  the 
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ice,  in  their  light  home-made  carryalls.  Long  and  eager  were  the  con- 
tests for  superior  speed  and  skill.  No  docks  and  piers  then  interfered 
with  this  winter  use  of  the  river,  which  was  thus  improved,  from  the 
very  heart  of  the  city  down  to  and  up  the  Rouge.  Many  noted  trotters 
and  pacers  are  still  to  be  found  among  the  keen,  little,  rugged  breed  of 
Canadian  horses.  The  example  has  not  been  lost  upon  the  bloods  of  the 
modern  city,  famous  yet  for  fast  nags— and  fast  men. 

WHITE-FISHING. 

A  season  of  great  excitement  to  the  early  settlers  was  that  of  the 
white-fishing,  which  was  confined  to  the  late  fall  months,  commencing 
about  the  middle  of  October,,  and  continuing  until  very  cold  weather. 
Seines  only  were  used,  and  a  feature  in  the  river  landscape,  as  numerous 
and  almost  as  striking  as  tlie  wind-mills,  were  the  reels^  the  platforms 
and  the  fish-houses  which  pertained  to  the  business. 

This  season  was  looked  forward  to  with  great  interest  and  pleasure, 
and  was  one  of  feasting  and  merriment,  for  the  fish  were  as  abundant 
and  cheap  as  the  flesh  was  admirable,  and  for  cooking  these,  as  well  as 
most  other  natural  products  of  river  and  forest,  none  could  excel  the 
French.  Although  few  engaged  in  the  business,  for  the  market  was 
limited,  almost  every  farm  front  was  available.  And,  truly,  it  was  an 
interesting  and  inspiring  spectacle, — the  boats  leaving  the  shore  with  the 
nets  coiled  on  the  bovv',  as  the  men  pulled  up  the  stream,  until,  reaching 
the  channel  bank,  the  net  was  dropped  and  the  boat  pulled  rapidly 
back  to  the  land,  the  floats  following  in  a  graceful  curved  line;,  while 
often  a  song  kept  time  to  the  oars;  then,  as  both  ends  were  drawn  briskly 
in,  to  see  the  beautifully  white  and  silvery  bodies  glancing  through*  the 
water,  and  finally  tossed,  all  glowing  and  active,  on  the  beach.  White- 
fishing  is  still  pursued  on  the  river,  but  the  old-fashioned  reel  is  to  be  seen 
in  but  one  place  within  the  limits  of  the  extended  modern  city — a  place 
famous  still  for  its  fortunate  ground — the  Loranger  farm. 

PATRIOTISM. 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention  a  commendable  trait  in  the  French  character, 
— their  early  and  sincere  attachment  to  the  United  States  and  her  repub- 
lican institutions.  To  be  known  as  a  Frenchman  was  to  be  known  as 
a  patriot;  and,  in  the  times  which  tried  men's  souls — and  few  parts  of  our 
country  had  more  varied  and  bitter  experience — the  Frenchman  was 
always  our  reliable  and  active  ally;  cool  and  unflinching  in  danger; 
shrewd  and  watchful  when  caution  was  most  needed.  If  a  man  was 
wanted  for  a  dangerous  enterprise,  it  was  a  Frenchman  who  was  chosen. 

Few  now  survive  of  the  oldjiabitans  who  were  interested  and  intelli- 
gent witnesses  of  Gen.  Hull's  surrender  of  the  fort  of  Detroit,  and  with 
it  the  whole  Territory  of  the  Northwest,  to  the  British  arms;  and  the 
rapid  succession  of  events  has  almost  crowded  out  the  recollection.  But 
when  I  first  came  to  reside  here  the  feeling  of  indignation  was  still 
fresh  and  warm,  though  more  than  ten  j^ears  had  elapsed  since  that  event. 
And  it  would  bave  been  a  vain  attempt  to  convince  one  of  those  who 
witnessed  and  entered  into  the  scenes  and  feelings  of  those  times  that 
the  act  was  one  of  mere  timidity  and  weakness,  and  not  of  downright 
treason. 

Among  the  many  interesting  reminiscences  of  that  period  which  have 
been  collected  and  published  in  newspapers  from  time  to  time,  by  an  hon- 
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ored  citizen  and  friend  (now,  alas  I  departed.  Judge  Witherell),  I  am 
pleased  to  find  honorable  mention  of  Captain  Wliittemore  Knaggs,  the 
patentee  of  the  old  farm  to  whose  jtroprictorshi]*  I  had  the  honor  to 
succeed.  As  the  record  is  illustrative  of  my  theme.  I  make  no  apology 
for  copying  tlic  follctwing  anecdote  (tf  m\  predecessitr  in  the  now  i>ea('e- 
ful  homestead: 

"('aj)tain.Kmiggs  was  a  tirm  and  uiillincliing  patriot  in  times  when 
patriotism  was  in  demand,  during  the  war  of  1S12.  lie  was  one  of  the 
Indian  interj>reters,  spoke  freely  six  or  seven  of  their  languages,  besides 
the  English  and  the  French,  and  possessed  great  influence  with  several 
warlike  tribes.  On  the  surrender  of  Detroit  to  the  enemy,  he  was,  by  the 
British  commandant,  oidered  to  leave  the  country,  and  did  so,  of  course, 
but  joined  the  tirst  corps  of  our  army  that  advanced  towards  the  frontier. 
He  acted  as  guide  to  the  division  under  (ien.  ^\'inchesIel•.  and  was  at  the 
fatal  and  bloody  defeat  of  our  troops  at  the  Jtaisin.  The  British  Indians 
discovered  him  after  the  surrender,  and  determined  to  kill  him.  There 
happened  to  be  present  among  the  enemy  an  Indian  whom  Knaggs  had 
often  befriended  in  former  years.  This  Indian  resolved  to  save  him  at 
every  hazard,  but  the  savages  would  not  listen  to  him.  They  were  not 
yet  fully  gorged  with  bh)od.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  the  brave  red 
warrior  j)laced  himself  between  Knaggs  and  his  foes,  and  for  some  time 
kept  them  off.  They  jiressed  on,  however,  and.  as  a  last  res(ut.  the 
brave  fellow  seized  Knaggs  around  the  waist.  ke})t  his  own  body  between 
him  and  the  enemy,  and  kept  whirling  around,  and  so  prevented  the  oft 
repeated  blows  of  the  tcmiahawk  and  war-club  from  taking  effect  on  the 
victim's  head,  until  he  succeeded  in  getting  him  in  the  midst  of  a  num- 
ber of  horses  that  were  harnessed  together.  Here  they  struck  undei- 
at  his  legs,  and  over  theii-  backs  at  his  head:  he.  howevei-,  avoided  the 
bl(»ws  till  a  British  officer  interposed  and  saved  him.  After  escajiiiig 
innumerable  dangers  and  death  froni  the  white  and  red  warriors,  he 
departed  this  life  in  peace  about  ISliT. 

"On  the  day  of  the  suri'ender  of  this  })ost.  Knaggs"  dwelling  was  sacked 
by  the  savages;  his  furniture  hewed  and  hacked  lo  pieces,  and  all  that 
was  valuable  to  Indians  was  carried  off.  ^Mrs.  Knaggs  had  succeeded  in 
saving  a  few  blankets,  and  they  had  many  wild  ponies  in  the  bnsh.  Dur- 
ing the  year  succeeding  the  snrrendei-.  in  iSlL'.and  whih' Knaggs  was  yet 
absent,  very  many  of  our  p(H)ple,  soldiers,  and  citizens  were  brought  in  as 
j)risoners  by  the  Indians  from  the  frontiers  of  Ohio,  etc.  Poor  creatures 
were  they;  some  wounded,  many  sickly,  and  all  nearly  naked,  bare- 
headed and  bare-footed,  the  jtersoTiification  of  misery  and  want,  com]telle(l 
to  follow  their  savage  captors  around  the  sli'e<'ts.  and  to  sh-eji  on  the 
bare  gionnd,  in  their  smoky  an<l  filthy  tents,  fir  nude?-  the  open  sky. 

"Tlie  com|)assion  of  oui'  citi/.<'ns  was  deeply  excite<l.  and  every  effort 
was  nuide  in  the  j>ower  of  a  jdundered  andimpoverished  people  to  ransom 
the  suffering  captives.  Mrs.  Knaggs.  among  others,  parted  with  luuses. 
blankets,  and  m-arly  every  thing  that  she  had  saved  from  the  pillage  of 
her  home,  to  purchase  Ihe  freedom  of  the  ju'isoners. 

"The  mother  of  Tapt.  Knaggs.  a  lady  eighty  years  of  ag«'.  was  com 
pelled  to  ride  fi((m  Monroe  (o  Detroit  on  a  traiiieau.  on  the  ice.  thinly 
clad,  in  the  most  severe  winter  weather.  \N'lien  asked  why  she  did  not 
freeze,  she  replied:     'My  spunk  kejit  nu-  waiin.'" 

I  do  not  luean  to  say  tliat  llwi-e  were  lu)  exceptions  to  patriotic  c(m- 
thicl  aiiioiig  the  I'-rench.     During  Hie  \\:ir  of  ISI'J  there  were  some  who 


PvEPOKTS    OF     COUNTIES,     ETC.  303 

were  suspected,  and  not  without  reason,  of  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy.  These  excused  their  conduct  on  the  pretense  of  fear  of  the 
Indians,  who,  especially  after  the  defeat  of  the  Raisin,  were  patrolling 
the  country  in  hostile  bands,  and  committing  many  savage  atrocities. 

James,  a  brother  of  Capt.  Whittemore  Knaggs,  resided  at  the  Raisin. 
8ome  of  his  neighbors  were  strongly  suspected  of  favoring  the  British, 
if  not  of  consorting  with  them  and  their  Indian  allies.  Against  these  the 
indignation  of  James  was  aroused,  and  he  did  not  hesitate  at  open  ac- 
cusation. A  Mr.  Lasselle  was  one  of  the  supposed  culprits,  and  though 
he  declared  that  his  adhesion  to  the  enemy  was  only  feigned,  for  the 
protection  of  his  family,  James  Knaggs  would  by  no  means  admit  the 
justice  of  the  plea.  Meeting  him  some  time  after  the  massacre,  Lasselle 
offered  his  hand,  which  Knaggs  scornfully  refused,  saying:  "I  don't 
shake  hands  with  traitors.'' 

James  was  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames.  He  saw  the  shot  fired  by 
which  Tecumseh  was  killed,  and  was  one  of  the  two  Frenchmen  who 
brought  off  Colonel  Johnson,  wounded,  from  the  field. 

EDUCATION. 

Among  a  people  so  circumstanced  as  were  the  early  settlers  on  these 
Straits,  it  may  be  imagined  that  schools  did  not  receive  a  large  degree  of 
patronage.  Few  children  learned  to  read  or  write;  but  the  catechism 
was  taught  by  the  priests,  and  the  pious  art  of  telling  their  beads. 

At  every  few  miles  was  to  be  seen  the  little  chapel,  surmounted  by 
bell  and  cross,  and  sometimes  a  tin  cock;  and  in  the  open  space  in  front 
was  often  erected  a  tall  wooden  cross,  which  on  Corpus  Christi  and 
other  festival  days  was  crowned  with  flowers,  and  became  the  goal  of 
a  long  procession  of  the  young  people. 

But,  though  good  Catholics,  the  Canadians  were  not  bigots.  Their 
religion  was  simple  as  their  tastes,  and  suited  the  light-hearted  gayety 
that  was  so  prominent  a  characteristic.  I  speak  in  the  past  tense,  be- 
cause within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  many  changes  have  taken  place, 
mainly  through  the  disturbing  elements  that  have  poured  in  around  them. 

In  spite  of  defective  education,  such  is  the  native  force  of  the  French 
character  that  I  have  known  among  the  present  generation  many  a 
hard-working  and  successful  farmer,  and  many  an  industrious  and  really 
accomplished  mechanic,  not  one  of  whom  could  read  or  write. 

I  should  do  injustice  also  to  the  merits  of  our  old  habitans,'if  the 
conclusion  was  left  to  be  drawn  from  the  above  observations,  that  neg- 
lect of  education  was.  universal.  This  was  not  the  case.  There  were 
schools  at  Detroit,  besides  the  Sunday  schools,  in  the  olden  times;  and 
the  labors  of  good  Father  Richard  in  this  direction  were  appreciated, 
and  are  well  remembered  by  many  still  living  among  us. 

The  Very  Rev.  G^abriel  Richard,  for  many  years  a  priest  in  this  com- 
munity, had  the  entire  respect,  confidence,  and  affection  of  the  whole 
people,  and  was  the  first  representative  to  Congress  from  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  At  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  there  were 
schools  under  his  encouragement,  if  not  due  to  his  eiforts,  not  only  in 
the  town  of  Detroit,  but  at  Grand  Marias,  at  Springwells,  and  at  the 
River  Huron.     At  "Spring  Hill,"  a  mile  below  the  town,  Pere  Richard 
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had  established  not  oiilj  an  academy,  but  a  printing-press.  It  was  the 
first  one  that  was  set  up  in  the  Territory,  and  here  was  published  the 
first  book  }»rinted  in  the  Northwest. 

In  regard  to  these  schools,  the  following  pertinent  facts  are  gathered 
from  a  quaint  memorial  address  by  the  Keverend  Father  of  the  then 
legislative  authority  of  ^Michigan.  It  bears  date  October  18,  N.  S., 
1808. 

We  learn  from  it  that  "three  of  these  schools  are  kept  by  the  natives 
of  the  country,  of  whom  two  (sic),  under  tho  direction  of  the  subscriber, 
have  learned  the  first  rudiments  of  the  English  and  Latin  languages,  and 
some  principles  of  algebra  and  geometry,  so  far  as  the  measurement  of 
the  figures  engraved  on  the  tomb  of  the  immortal  Archimedes."  Also, 
that  in  the  academy  at  Detroit  "there  are  better  than  thirty  young  girls 
who  are  taught,  as  at  Spring  Hill,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  knitting, 
sewing,  spinning,  etc.  In  these  two  schools  there  are  already  three 
dozen  of  si)inning-wheels  and  one  loom,  on  which  four  pieces  of  linen 
or  woolen  cloth  have  been  made  this  last  spring  or  summer."  This  is 
mentioned  for  the  benefit  of  modern  schools  for  young  ladies,  where  the 
piano  is  so  often  thumped.  It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  ears  of  our 
neighbors  of  half  a  century  ago  were  more  agreeably  entertained  with 
the  music  of  the  spinning-wheel. 

"At  this  same  academy  of  Spring  Hill,"  the  uuMuorialist  goes  on  to 
say.  "the  number  of  the  scliolars  has  been  augmented  by  four  young 
Indians,  headed  by  an  old  matron,  their  grandmother,  of  the  Pottawata- 
mies  tribe.     Five  or  six  more  are  expected  to  arrive  every  moment." 

We  are  also  told  that,  "to  encourage  the  young  students  by  the  allow 
ment  of  pleasure  and  amusement."  he  had  sent  "orders  to  New  Yorlc  for  a 
spinning  machine  of  about  one  hundred  spindles,  an  air  pumj),  an  elcf 
trical  ai)paratns,  etc.,"  and  "a  few  colors  for  dying  the  stutTs  already  made 
or  to  be  made  in  his  academy."  Take  note  of  that,  ye  modern  educators, 
who  are  in  pursuit  of  sources  of  "pleasure  and  amusement"  for  the  young 
people! 

As  a  further  memento  of  those  times  I  add,  rvrhatiui  et  1  Herat  int.  the 
concluding  appeal  of  the  memorialist,  asking  that,  "for  the  encourage- 
ment of  Literature  and  useful  Arts,  to  be  taught  in  the  sauie  academies, 
one  of  the  4  Lotteries  authorized  by  the  Hon.  Leg.  on  the  JMh  of  7  ber. 
1800,  may  be  left  to  the  management  of  the  subscriber,  on  conditions  that 
may  appear  just  and  reasonable  to  the  IJoard." 

A  word  about  the  language  used  by  the  Freudi  Canadian.  It  is 
generally  believed  that  this  has  become  so  corrupted  from  the  pure 
Parisian  as  to  constitute  a  patoifi,  so  abominable  as  to  be  with  difticulty 
understood  by  one  skilled  in  the  standard  tongue  of  (he  academy.  The 
truth  is,  this  socalled  jxitnix  is  the  old  French  tongue,  conlinued  alnn)st 
iinchangeil.  like  the  manners  an<l  habits  of  thuse  who  use  it;  whih^  ih<' 
language  of  cultivated  l^-ance  has  undergone  many  modilicalions. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  these  observations  upon  the  French  characlei- 
confirmed  by  an  early  authority,  Charlevoix,  who  was  at  Quebec  in 
1720.  says:  "The  Crccdes  of  Canada  draw  in  with  thoii*  native  breath 
an  air  of  I'rerdoni.  which  icndei-s  them  verv  a^ieciilde  in  the  commerce 
of  life.  And  nowhere  in  the  world  is  our  languaj^c  s|Kd<en  in  greater 
jiurity.  There  is  not  even  ijie  smallest  foreign  accent  in  their  i»ro- 
nnnciali(»ii."  He  «lescribes  them,  also,  as  "gay  and  spri<ililly.  rusticity 
beinir  iinkuown.  even  in  the  remotest  parts." 
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•       RELATIONS    WITH    THE    INDIANS. 

I  have  alluded  to  one  trait  in  which  the  French  emigrants  differed 
widely  from  the  English  and  Spanish  settlers  in  America, — their  friend: 
liness  towards  the  aboriginal  inhabitants.  This  kindly  disposition  was 
appreciated  by  the  Indians;  so  that  the  two  races,  whenever  they  fairly 
understood  each  other,  lived  in  peace  together. 

]  am  not  aware  that  intermarriage  was  very  frequent,  or  that  this 
relationship  was  often  entered  into  by  the  peasantry  of  this  part  of 
Canada.  It  was  common  enough  at  the  remoter  posts,  down  even  to 
times  within  my  personal  knowledge.  The  Indian  trader,  whether 
Frenchman,  Scotsman,  or  Yankee,  prompted  partly  by  interest,  usually 
took  to  himself  an  Indian  wife.  At  such  places  as  Mackinac  and  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  half-breeds  were  quite  numerous,  as  they  had  been  at  Detroit 
at  an  earlier  day.  The  class  known  as  voyageurs — the  coureurs  des  hois 
of  the  older  times — had  become,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  of  mixed 
blood.  The  licentious  lawlessness  of  those  wildwood  rangers  was  not 
only  well  known,  but  was  a  subject  of  much  complaint  at  a  very  early 
day.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  many  points  there  was  greater  assimilation 
between  the  natives  and  the  people  from  France,  than  was  the  case 
with  the  emigrants  from  any  other  civilized  country. 

In  several  excursions  which  I  made  between  1836  and  1840,  in  the 
wilderness  portion  of  Michigan,  and  along  the  large  streams  and  channels, 
it  was  not  uncommon  to  find  the  solitary  lodge  of  a  Frenchman,  with 
his  squaw  wife,  and  sometimes  two  wives,  and  a  troop  of  half-breed 
children.  They  lived  more  like  Indians  than  white  people,  associated 
chiefly  with  them,  and  depended  upon  fishing. 

VOYAGEURS. 

The  class  of  men  known  as  coureurs  des  hois,  or  voyageurs,  was  ex- 
tinct at  Detroit  sometime  before  my  acquaintance  began  with  the 
country  and  people.  But  at  Mackinac  and  on  Lake  Superior  these  found 
somewhat  of  their  old  employment  and  retained  a  good  deal  of  their 
ancient  character.  They  manned  the  ''Mackinac  barge"  and  the  canoes 
of  the  fur-traders  that  still  plied  along  the  northern  waters  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

A  wild-looking  set  were  these  rangers  of  the  woods  and  waters!  The 
weirdness  was  often  enhanced  by  the  dash  of  Indian  blood.  Picturesque, 
too,  they  were,  in  their  red  flannel  or  leather  shirts,  and  cloth  caps  of 
some  gay  color,  finished  to  a  point,  which  hung  over  on  one  side  with  a 
depending  tassel. 

They  had  a  genuine  love  for  this  occupation,  and  muscles  that  seemed 
never  to  lire  at  the  paddle  and  oar.  From  dawn  to  sunset,  with  only  a 
short  interval,  and  sometimes  no  midday  rest,  they  would  ply  these 
implements,  causing  the  canoe  or  barge  to  fly  through  the  water  like  a 
thing  of  I'fe;  but  often  contending  against  headwinds  and  gaining  but 
little  progress  in  a  day's  rowing.  But  how  sweet  was  the  rest,  when  a 
favoring  breeze  sprung  up,  enabling  the  little  craft  to  carry  sail.  Then 
in  came  the  oars,  and  down  lopped  each  mother's  son,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  sound  snooze. 

The  morning  and  evening  meal  consisted,  almost  universally,  and 
from  choice,  of  houillon,  a  soup  made  from  beans,  peas,  or  hulled  corn, 
with  a  piece  of  pork  boiled  in  it,  and  hard  bread  or  sea-biscuit.  To  the 
northern  voyageurs  rations  were  generally  served  out,  of  one  quart  of 
hulled  corn  and  a  half  pint  of  bear's  grease  or  oil,  this  being  the  daily 
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rind  only  food.  The  traveler  Henry  says  (1776):  '"A  bushel  of  hulled 
•  oin  with  two  pounds  of  fat  is  reckoned  to  be  a  month's  subsistence. 
No  other  allowance  is  made,  of  any  kind,  not  even  salt,  and  bread  is 
never  thought  of.  The  diflficulty  which  would  belong  to  an  attempt  to 
reconcile  any  other  men  than  Canadians  to  this  fare  seems  to  secure 
It!  them  and  their  employes  the  nion(»i)()ly  of  the  fur  trade."  As  late  as 
ilif:  end  of  the  last  century  Detroit  was  one  of  the  principal  depots  for 
l»rovisions  and  fitting  out  for  the  Indian  trade;  and  here,  particularly, 
the  corn  was  prepared,  hulled,  boiled,  and  mixed  with  fat  for  the 
^oyageu^s. 

After  supper  pipes  were  lighted,  and,  seated  on  logs  or  squatted  around 
the  camp-fire,  they  chatted  until  bed-time.  This  came  early  and  re- 
quired little  preparation.  To  wrap  a  blanket  around  the  person,  jilacing 
enat  or  shoe-pacs  beneath  the  head,  and  a  little  greasy  ])ill()w — the  only 
bed  that  was  carried — constituted  the  whole  ceremony;  and  speedy  and 
suiuid  was  the  sleep,  beneath  the  watchful'stars. 

The  labor  of  the  oar  was  relieved  by  songs,  to  which  each  stroke  kept 
time,  with  added  vigor.  The  poet  Moore  has  well  caught  the  spirit 
of  the  voyageur's  melodious  chant,  in  his  "Boat-song  upon  the  St. 
Lawrence.''  But  to  api»reciate  its  wild  sweetness  one  should  listen  to 
the  melody,  as  it  wings  its  way  over  the  waters,  softened  by  distance, 
y.'t  e"\try  measured  cadence  falling  distinct  upon  the  air. 

These  songs  are  usually  half  ballad  or  ditty,  and  love,  of  course,  the 
m.iin  theme.  They  express  the  natural  feelings  of  a  people  little  gov- 
erned by  the  restraints  of  civilization.  Here  is  a  specimen  which  I  have 
preserved.  The  words  weT-e  snng  by  one  of  our  party,  and  all  joined  in 
till    chorus: 

LA  JEUNE  SOPHIE. 

La  jL'une  Sophie 
Cliantait  raiitic  .jour. 
Son  echo  lui  ropctc. 
(iw  lion  pas  d'aniour 
N't'st  pas  de  bon  jour. 

•Te  .siii.s  Jeiiiic  et  bell*', 
.Tc   vioux   mo'    (Mi;;a;re' 
\'n  aniant  tidole, 
Je  suis  .Ifunc,  etc. 

Mais  ce  vous  ctre  Itclli'. 
('»>  n'cst  pas  (Ic  jour; 

<'o   n'ost   (jiu'   vos  yfaii.x 
()ui    ln'is   a'la    clianilclif. 
.Mais  ce  vmis,  etc. 

Tuisoiis   onseinble,-- 
Son  cour  et  Ic  niein,- 

I'ouniuiii  taut  le  tlcfcmlri'. 
IMiis  (prii  s'aniaient   IdcuV 

Inisons,    etc. 

I'oiiit  temps  <!.•  hailiiia.iit'. 
l-lhvers   mon   aniaut. 

<'ar  11  est  jaloiix: 
Tout  lui  jiort  enibraK"'. 

I'oint   temps,  etc. 

l.:i   .li-uuc   Sophie 

Cliaiitaut  riiiilif  jour.  cic.     |i:cpiai.| 
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Sometimes  the  hon  vivant  is  predominant  as  in  the  following  rude  song: 

Mou  pere  a  fait  bati  maisou. 

Ha,  ha,  ha,  frit  a  I'huile, 
Sont  trois  charpentiers  qui  la'font, 

Fritaine,  friton,  fritou,  poilon, 

Ha,  ha,  ha,  frit  a'  I'hiiile, 

Frit  au  beurre  a'  roguou. 

Sont  trois  charpentiers  qui  hi'font, 

Ha,  ha,  ha,  frit  a'  I'huile, 
Qu'  apporte  tu  dans  ton  giron? 

Fritaine,  friton,  fritou,  poilon. 

Ha,  ha,  ha,  frit  a'  I'huile. 

Qu'  apporte  tu  clans  ton  giron? 

Ha,  ha,  ha,  frit  a'  I'huile, 
C'est  un  pate'  de  trois  pigeons, 

Fritaine.  friton.  fritou.  poilon. 

Ha,  ha,  ha,  frit  a'  Thuile. 

C'est  un  pate'  de  trois  pigeons. 

Ha,  ha,  ha,  frit  a'  I'huile, 
Assieds-toi   et  le   mangeons, 

Fritaine,  friton,  fritou,  poilon. 

Ha,  ha,  ha,  frit  a'  I'huile, 

Frit  au  beurre  a'  I'ognon,  etc.,  etc. 

These  boat  songs  were  often  heard  upon  our  river,  and  were  very 
plaintive. 

In  the  calm  of  evening,  when  sounds  are  heard  with  greater  distinct- 
ness and  the  harsher  notes  are  toned  down  and  absorbed  in  the  prevail- 
ing melody,  it  was  sweet,  from  my  vine-mantled  porch,  to  hear  the 
blended  sounds  of  song  and  oar. 

"By  distance  mellowed,  o'er  the  waters  sweep." 

To  my  half-dreaming  fancy,  at  such  time  they  have  assumed  a  poetic, 
if  not  a  supernatural  character,  wafting  me  into  elf-land,  on  wings  of 
liiiked  sweetness. 

"Some  Spirit  of  the  air  has  waked  the  spring! 
'Tis  now  a  seraph  bold,  with  touch  of  fire, 
'Tis  now  the  brush  of  Fairy's  frolic  wing." 

At  other  times  these  sounds  harmonize  with  scenes  that  are  still  more 
inspiring.  Seldom  have  I  witnessed  a  more  animating  spectacle  than 
that  of  ?i  large  canoe  belonging  to  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  manned 
by  a  dozen  voyageurs — the  company's  agents  seated  in  the  center — pro- 
pelled with  magic  velocity,  as  if  instinct  with  life,  every  paddle  keeping 
time  to  the  chorus  that  rang  far  and  wide  over  the  waters. 

But  times  have  changed,  and  with  them  have  passed  from  our  midst 
the  voyageur  and  his  song.  French  gaiety  is  rapidly  ebbing  into  more 
sober  channels.  Even  the  priests  have  set  their  faces  against  balls  and 
merrymakings! 

As  I  call  up  these  reminiscences,  with  the  same  noble  river  in  my  view, 
I  listen  in  vain  for  the  melodies  which  were  once  the  prelude  to  many 
joyous  hours  of  early  manhood.  But  instead,  my  ear  is  larumed  by  the 
shriek  of  the  steam-whistle  and  the  laborious  snort  of  the  propeller. 

All  announce  that  on  these  shores  and  waters  the  age  of  the  practi- 
47 


308  PIONEER     SOCIETY     Ul'     MlCIlKiAN. 

cal,  Lardwoikiu^,  nunu'V-getting  Yankee  is  upon  us,  and  that  the  carc- 
lefcij;.  laught(.'i-lo\  ing  Fieuchnian's  day  is  over. 

FORT  SHELBY. 

ICecollectious  of  old  Fort  Shelby  and  its  surroundings,  by  ,Mrs.  Samuel 
Ziig,  of  Detroit,  and  read  before  the  J)etroit  IMonocr  Society,  Soiitembcr 
1'7.  187l»: 

While  reading  the  reports  of  the  i*ioneer  Society,  some  scenes  with 
wliich  I  was  long  since  familiar  have  fixed  themselves  upon  my  mind 
very  vividly,  though  surrounded  by  the  mist  of  many  years.  Sad 
thoughts  arise  when  we  remember  that  many  persons  and  places,  that 
we  then  knew,  we  shall  know  no  more  forever^  btit  still  thoughts  that 
we  love  to  dwell  upon. 

Though  what  1  can  tell  may  not  in  itself  be  of  much  interest  or 
historic  value,  it  may  perhaps  awaken  more  important  reminiscences  in 
tlie  minds  of  others  who,  like  myself,  were  born  and  bred  in  the  little 
Fiench  town  of  Detroit,  and  who  remember  the  time  when  it  was  a  rare 
thing  to  meet  any  one  whom  we  did  not  know,  not  only  those  of  the  city 
(for  it  must  be  remembered  that  we  boasted  of  being  a  city  at  a  very 
early  date),  but  also  every  Frenchnuiu  that  we  met  in  his  little  cart 
seated  in  his  "marche  done"  chair,  or  in  his  cariole.  hinn  (h'osse  Peiiiie 
to  the  River  ICcorse. 

Within  the  last  ten  years  many  have  died  who  possessed  knowledge 
of  great  interest  and  value  of  the  early  history  of  our  city,  and  it  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  an  effort  was  not  sooner  nuide  to  i)ut  on  record 
facts  that  are  now  lost  forever.  Few  remain  whose  recollections  extend 
as  far  back  in  the  history  of  our  city  as  the  year  182(1,  and  one  of  thai 
remnant  now  ventures  to  give  you  what  she  can  rememlxn-  of  old  Fort 
Shelby  and  its  surroundings. 

The  ground  on  wliich  was  the  fort  and  what  was  called  the  canton- 
ment was  given  to  the  general  government  in  1.^2(1,  when  Detroit  ceased 
to  be  a  military  post.  The  foi-t.  the  center  of  which  was  near  the  inter 
section  of  Slu'lby  and  Fort  streets,  was  an  embankment  said  to  have  been 
30  feet  high,  sniidunded  by  a  ditch  and  pickets.  It  was  built  by  the 
British  in  1777.  The  cantonment,  or  barracks,  were  built  in  1815,  and 
were  west  of  the  fort,  an<l  composed  of  four  rows  of  one-story  log  build- 
ings, about  .*>00  feet  long,  arranged  in  a  ([uadrangle.  Tlie  center  was  used 
for  the  parade-ground.       The  west  row  stood  directly  on  the  Cass  line. 

The  cantonnn'iii  .ind  ilie  fort  extended  fiom  that  line  lo.  I  liiinU,  a 
little  east  of  Shell»y  street,  and  fioni  the  south  side  of  l-'oil  str«'ri  to  a 
little  north  of  l.afayette  avenue. 

Tlie  entrance  oi-  gate  of  the  fort  was  directly  in  Irtuii  of  the  house 
now  f)c<upied  by  Mrs.  McDonald  on  Fort  street,  and  which  was  in  the 
southwest  jiart  of  the  fort.  This  house  has  Immmi  s<nnewhat  altered,  but 
its  general  appearance  is  the  same,  though  we  miss  the  four  stately 
Lombardy  poplars,  which  stood  like  so  many  sentinels  to  guard  the 
residence  of  theii-  coniniaiiding  oflicer.  Itesides  this  house  there  were  two 
othei-  smaller  buildings  and  a  very  large  root  house,  which,  if  I  iMMuem- 
ber  correctly,  was  all  (hat   was  within  (he  embankment. 

The  cant<unnent  may  have  had  ni<n-e  than  one  entrance,  itui  the  only 
one  that  I  remember  was  in  the  southeast  corner,  neift-  where  Ftu-t  and 
Wayne  streets  intersect  each  other.  .\s  it  is  (h'|>icted  upon  my  mind  the 
houses  jiresented  an  unbroken  \\;ill.     Some  of  (he  houses  in  the  cant(Mi- 
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meut  aud  iu  the  fort,  after  they  came  into  possession  of  the  city,  were 
rented  by  the  corporation  to  individuals  for  residences. 

The  officers'  quarters  in  the  cantonment  were  in  the  northeast  and 
southwest  corners,  and  were  occupied  respectively  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Hastings 
and  the  Eev.  N.  M.  Wells,  known  then  as  now  as  Parson  Wells,  and  the 
officers'  quarters  in  the  fort  by  Mr.  S.  Gillet.  The  soldiers'  quarters 
were  occupied  generally  by  poor  families. 

About  the  middle  of  the  east  row  was  a  long  room,  titted  up  in  quite 
a  magnificent  style,  as  we  then  thought,  having  on  either  side  pillars  and 
arches.  This  was  called  the  Military  Hall.  It  had  been  used  as  a  danc-^ 
ing  hall  and  for  court-martials,  etc. 

I  remember  one  'Sunday  attending  an  Episcopal  service  there,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Cadle  officiating.  How  it  happened  I  cannot  tell,  as  their  usual  place 
of  worship  was  in  the  old  Council  house,  on  Jelferson  avenue,  where 
Firemen's  hall  now  stands. 

This  hall  was  afterwards  purchased  by  the  First  Protestant  Society, 
and  moved  to  the  rear  of  their  old  yellow  wooden  church,  on  the  corner  of 
Woodward  avenue  aud  Larned  street,  and  used  for  a  session  room.  It 
was  afterwards  moved  again  and  used  for  a  city  court-room. 

It  must  have  been  as  late  as  1830  when  a  part  of  the  east  row  (I  think 
the  part  that  had  been  occupied  by  Mr.  Hastings)  was  fitted  up  for  the 
infant  school,  after  the  model  of  those  under  the  patronage  of  Mrs. 
Bethuue,  and  other  benevolent  women  in  New  York,  and  Miss  Lucina 
Williams,  a  sister  of  Mr.  Harvey  Williams  (a  gentleman  well  known  in 
the  early  history  of  our  State),  was  sent  to  New  York  to  qualify  herself 
for  a  teacher  in  that  particular  mode  of  instruction,  then,  I  suppose, 
thought  to  be  the  royal  road  to  learning;  and  there  all  the  small  children 
of  the  F.  F.  D.'s  were  sent  to  go  through  the  routine  of  marching  and 
singing  their  spelling  lessons,  and  multiplication  tiible,  and  even  the 
profound  science  of  astronomy,  while  in  a  closet  just  off  the  school-room 
was  a  little  bed,  where  any  of  the  poor  little  creatures  who  Avere  over- 
come by  sleep  were  carefully  tucked  away  for  a  nap. 

Some  of  the  familes  whose  children  were  sent  to  the  infant  school 
lived  where  Christ's  Church  now  stands,  and  good  Mr.  Hasting's  cart, 
the  usual  mode  of  conveyance  in  those  days,  w^as  fitted  up  in  bad  weather 
with  a  cover,  after  the  fashion  of  emigrant  wagons,  and  was  the  vehicle  in 
which  the  children  were  toted  to  school  and  back.  Some  straw  was 
placed  in  the  cart,  a  buffalo  robe  laid  over  the  straw,  then  the  children 
were  packed  in,  to  an  incredible  number,  for  old  Thomas,  Mr.  Hast- 
ing's  man,  did  not  mind  how  far  out  of  his  way  he  went,  and  he  was  never 
known  to  refuse  to  take  one  more  child  for  the  want  of  room,  for  the 
capacity  of  those  ancient  vehicles  was  limitless,  as  was  Thomas'  patience. 

I  remember  a  beautiful  Sunday  evening  in  the  early  spring  of  1827, 
when  an  unusual  number  of  people  had  been  walking  on  the  parapet, 
inquiring  the  reason,  I  was  told  that  the  next  day  they  intended  to  begin 
taking  it  down.  And  sure  enough,  early  on  Monday-  appeared  a  gang  of 
men,  mostly  Irish,  with  picks  and  shovels.  The  less  laborious  work  of 
carting  away  the  earth  was  left  for  the  French,  who  were  very  glad  of 
the  work,  for  many  who  possessed  that,  to  a  Frenchman,  most  coveted 
treasure,  a  pony,  found  it  necessary  in  order  to  make  out  a  living  for  him- 
self and  family  to  find  something  to  do  beside  hauling  water  for  family 
use,  which  had  heretofore  been  their  chief  reliance.     The  price  for  haul- 
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ing  water  was  from  12i  to  25  cents  a  load,  according  to  the  weather. 
Two  barrels  were  considered  a  load,  and  tbougli  the  barrels  might  have 
been  full  when  they  left  the  river,  as  an  old  bag  of  coarse  cloth  was  the 
<mly  cover,  and  our  streets  were  not  at  that  time  celebrated  for  their 
smoothness,  by  the  time  it  reached  its  destination  the  ijuantity  was  very 
materially  diminished.  It  may  be  .supposed  that  water  was  not  in  those 
days  Jised  as  freely  as  it  is  now. 

The  leveling  of  the  parapet  was  considered  a  great  undertaking,  and  it 
was  two  or  three  years  before  it  was  entirely  accomplished.  Much  of 
the  earth  taken  from  the  fort  was  used  to  fiU  up  the  bank  of  the  river, 
which  was  in  some  parts  very  shallow,  and  no  doubt  occasioned  the 
severe  malarial  fevers  that  prevailed  at  certain  seasons,  and  from  which 
cause  many  useful  lives  were  sacriliced. 

Well  do  I  renu'inber  the  consternation  that  was  created  by  the  caving 
in  of  a  portion  of  the  earth,  and  one  poor  man,  "Old  Kelly,"  being  buried 
under  it,  and  the  haste  with  which  his  fellow  workmen  labored  to 
extricate  him.     But  when  it  was  done  life  was  extinct. 

It  was  several  years  later  before  the  cantonment  was  all  removed. 
Part  of  the  buildings  were  torn  down,  and  part  detached  and  moved  away, 
and  no  doubt  some  portions  of  them  still  stand  in  some  parts  of  the  city. 
Many  persons  may  remember  the  chimneys  that  stood,  like  monuments, 
after  the  wood  that  surrounded  them  was  taken  away. 

And  that  brings  to  mind  a  gentleman  now  living  in  a  neighboring 
town  in  our  State,  who,  then  an  enterprising  youth  of  about  thirteen, 
took  a  contract  to  take  down  some  of  the  chimneys  at  fifty  cents  a  piece, 
and  let  out  the  job,  to  some  of  his  young  companions,  at  twenfy-five 
cents;  and,  though  the  undertaking  was  rather  hazardous,  it  was  accom- 
plislied  without  accident,  and  the  boys  earned  their  own  Fourth  of  July 
iiMMiey.  ;in(l  enjoy<'d  it  mucli  moi'e  than  the  boys  in  these  days  do  twice 
the  amount  without  labor  or  effort  on  their  part  to  get  it. 

A  short  distance  .south  of  the  fort  stood  quite  a  large  one-story  wooden 
house,  which  I  am  told  had  been  used  by  the  Commissary  Department, 
and  was  at  that  time  occupied  by  Col.  Edward  Brooks,  and  a  little  south 
of  that,  standing  by  itself,  was  a  stone  magazine.  Both  of  those  build- 
ings must  have  stood  between  Cass  and  Wayne  streets,  and  between 
I'^ort  and  Congress. 

The  old  arsenal  which  stood  on  the  corner  of  Jefferson  avenue  and 
Wayne  street,  where  Mr.  Phelj)s'  store  now  stands,  will  be  remembered 
by  all,  though  not  tlu'  yard  back  of  it.  which  I  think  must  "have  extended 
to  La  rued  street. 

Captain  Perkins,  the  military  storekeepei',  kept  liiis  yard  in  most 
beautiful  order.  The  piles  of  cannon  balls,  arranged  in  s(|uares  and 
iriangles.  at  I'egulai'  intervals,  the  clean  walks.  ;in<l  well  kept  gi-ass 
plots  have  made  a  lasting  impression  on  my  mind.  And  the  cannon,  look 
ing  so  formidable,  ready,  as  we  children  thought,  to  be  used  at  any  time, 
if  the  British  should  ever  dare  molest  us;  but,  of  course,  there  was  little 
danger  of  that,  for  had  we  not  whipped  them  twice?  The  house 
where  (;ai)lain  Perkins  lived  stood  just  below  the  arsenal,  on  Jefferson 
avenue.  It  was  a  small  wooden  house,  and  if  the  Captain  presided  over 
tlie  ordinance  yard  wiili  precision,  with  no  less  exactness  did  .Mrs. 
Perkins  look  .'ifler-  Iht  fiont  yai'd.  wliidi  was  noted  f(»r  its  profusion  of 
tirw  flowers. 

Many  years  since,  wlien   ilic  iirseiuil   \\;is  built    in    nciirliorn,  mid   ilie 

niililMt'V   stores  oid<-rcd    i1i<Ti'.    llijs   lioust     u;is    plil clMseil    lt\    llic    hilr   ('ol. 
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Sheldon  McKnight  and  moved  to  the  north  side  of  Fort  street,  between 
Wayne  and  Shelby.  It  has  been  many  times  altered,  until  finally  all 
similitude  to  the  original  building  was  destroyed,  by  adding  another  story 
to  its  height.     It  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Chittenden. 

Little  remains  of  old  Detroit.  I  can  only  remember  St.  Ann's  Church, 
Mrs.  McDonald's  house,  and  the  Campau  homestead.  If  Father  Richard 
should  be  permitted  to  visit  the  sphere  of  his  early  labors  he  would 
hardly  know  his  church,  for  that  has  been  remodeled  once  and  again 
since  his  death.  The  house  on  Fort  street,  I  am  told^,  is  soon  to  be  taken 
down  to  give  place  to  a  stately  edifice.  And  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
the  ''spirit  of  the  age"  will  long  permit  the  Campau  house  to  stand  a 
monument  of  the  old  regime.  Why  will  not  some  public  spirited  individ- 
ual or  individuals  present  it  to  the  Pioneer  Society  for  a  hall,  and  to  pre- 
serve any  relics  that  they  may  collect?  Perhaps  I  am  an  old  fogy,  but  even 
at  the  risk  of  being  thought  anything  so  dreadful,  I  might  say  it  is  too  bad 
to  have  every  old  landmark  taken  away. 


DETROIT,    PAST    AND    PRESENT: 
IN  RELATION  TO  ITS  SOCIAL  AND  PHYSICAL  CONDITION. 

A      PAPER      READ      BEFORE      THE      HISTORICAL      SOCIETY      OF      MICHIGAN, 
BY    CHARLES    C.    TROWBRIDGE,     MAY,    18fr4. 

*  Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society, — 
It  is  not  an  inapt  illustration  of  the  rapid  progress  of  events  in  this 
growing  western  world  of  ours,  that  the  gentleman  who  so  ably  fills  the 
chair  of  your  worthy  society  should  be  its  venerable  President,  and  he 
who  addresses  you,  one  of  its  chroniclers,  chosen  on  the  present  occasion 
to  dwell  for  a  few  moments  upon  the  changes  which  have  passed  upon 
our  city  and  State  since  the  olden  time,  when  we  had  no  steamers,  no 
railroads,  no  telegraph  wires,  no  wooden  highways  stretching  far  inland 
across  our  beautiful  peninsula. 

It  seems  but  yesterday,  Mr.  President,  since  you  assisted  in  taking, 
and  I  in  copying,  the  census  for  1820,  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  which 
comprehended  all  that  portion  of  the  Mississippi  valley  lying  north  of 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Canada  and  on  the 
west  by  the  vast  plains  beyond  the  "Father  of  Waters." 

We  should  hardly  be  credited,  except  for  the  support  of  documentary 
testimony,  if  we  told  the  Society  that  in  1820,  the  whole  civilized  popu- 
lation within  this  vast  area,  including  the  troops  stationed  at  the  forts 
at  Detroit,  Gratiot,  Mackinac,  Fort  Howard  at  Green  Bay,  Fort  Craw- 
ford at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  Fort  Snelling  at  St.  Peters,  numbered  less 
than  nine  thousand  souls.     Yet  such  is  the  fact. 

At  the  present  time  the  population  of  this  same  area  is  greater  than 
that  of  the  thirteen  colonies  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence. 

It  is  an  axiom,  that  history  cannot  be  truly  written  while  the  actors 
in  the  scenes  described  remain  upon  the  arena.  Time  is  required,  to 
soften  the  passions,  to  remove  prejudices,  to  cure  jealousies,  to  search  out 
truth,  to  weigh  motives.  And  if  it  were  our  province  to  write  history, 
we  should  be  obliged  to  go  back  beyond  the  period  contemplated  in  our 
present  brief  review. 

*Hon.  B.  F.  H.  Witherell  was  President  of  the  Historical  Society  at  the  time  this  paper 
was  read. 
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But  some  of  the  facts  auil  anecdotes  illustrative  of  the  social  and 
commercial  progress  of  this  old  frontier  town,  as  they  came  under  our 
notice,  ma.v  be  fjathered  and  dotted  down  in  accordance  with  the  unpre- 
tending- character  of  our  Society,  and  ind  wholly,  it  is  hojK'd.  without 
interest  to  those  who  form  the  connecting  link  hetween  this  second 
Arcadia,  as  it  was.  and  the  bustling,  driving,  thriving  city  which  it  is, 
and  is  to  be. 

We  shall  mark  tlie  conliast  between  tho.^e  peaceful,  (piiet  days,  when 

"Colunui.><  of  imlf  Iduc  sinulvi'  like  clouds  of  iiici'iist-  Msccmliii;;. 
Uose  from  :i  lnunlrcd  hearths,  the  homes  of  peace  and  eoiileuinieiit. 
Where  dwelt  tojrctlier  in  love  those  simple  Arcadian  farmers. 
1  >\velt  in  the  love  of  Ood  and  man. 
Alike  were  they  free  from 

Fear,  tiiat  rci;;ns  witli  the  tyrant,  and  envy,  the  vice  of  republics. 
Neither  locks  had  they  to  their  doors,  nor  l)ars  to  their  windows; 
P.nt  tlu'ir  dwellinjjs  were  open  as  day  and  the  hearts  of  the  owners; 
There  tlie  richest  was  i)oor.  and  the  i)oorest  livtMl  in  abnndanee." 

And  the  other  period,  seen  in  the  vision  of  the  lied  Chieftain,  who 

••Beheld  the  westward  inarches 
Of  the  unknown,  crowded  nations. 
All  the  land   was  full  of  people, 
K"Stless.   stru^^linj;,   toilinj:.   strivlufi. 
Speakintr  many  tonj;ues,  yet  feelinsi 
But  one  heart  beat  in  their  bosoms. 
In  the   woodlands  ranjr  their  axes. 
Smoked  their  towers  in  all  tlieir  valleys. 
^  Over  all  the  lakes  and  rivers 

Unshed  their  jrreat  canoes  of  thunder." 

It  is  a  curious  subject  of  reflection,  that  if  we  tiace  the  chronology  of 
the  world  from  the  beginning  of  lecorded  time  to  this  day,  a  few  genera- 
tions, overlai)ping  eacii  other,  cover  the  whole  period. 

Our  first  progenitor  lived  (»nly  U'M)  years,  but  lie  was  cotemporary  with 
Lantech,  who  died  in  the  year  of  the  world  1051,  and  Lantech  was 
cotem|)orary  with  Noah,  who  died  in  2000,  only  two  years  before  the 
l)irth  of  Abraham.  Thus  tiee  lives  cover  one  half  of  the  world's  history 
up  to  the  Christian  eia. 

We  of  this  geneiation.  although  the  silver  cord  is  appointed  to  be 
bioken  at  three  score  aiul  ten.  have  shaken  hands  as  it  were  with  Cartier, 
and  LaSalle,  and  Marciuette.  to  whom  Chailevoix  assigns  thc^  discov<M'v 
«)f  the  .Mississipjii.  with  Hennepin  and  Charh'voix.  and  Lallontan  and 
Carver,  and  Henry,  and  l*ike.  Nay,  we  have  actually  talked  with  the 
friends  of  J*<n\t\ar,  and  listened  with  ])reathless  interest  to  their  sim]ile 
and  truthful  mii-ratives  of  his  daiing  conspii-acy  with  th<>  western  tribes 
f(U"  the  extermination  of  the  IJritish  ])owei'  from  tlie  coiintiy  clainwd  by 
the  conspiratois  as  the  sjiecial  gift  of  the  (Jreat  S|»iril.  (IHcIk  Maiiiton.  to 
liis  red  cliildicii.  and  especially  of  that  dreadful  umssacre  of  British  ti'oops 
on  the  .'Ist  of  .Inly.  17<l.'{,  al  I'mciil's  i'rvrU,  now  and  ever  since  the  event 
called  liloiHlji  liuit,  and  at  this  lime  within  the  boundaries  of  our  city. 

\(m  and  I.  Mr.  President,  were  w«'ll  aiv^uaiuted  with  Mr.  Peltier,  (he 
grandfather  of  tlie  late  Chief  .Iiistice  Whipjile.  with  Mr.  Charles  (Jouin. 
our  near  ueighb(»r,  .Ma<hnne  .Meloche,  a  resident  at  Parent's  Creek,  with 
Jacpies  Parent.  <»f  Connor's  Creek,  and  (Jabriel  St.  .\iibiu.  of  Sandwich. 
These   wei-e  all   eye   witnesses  of   llie   massacre.      Mi.    Peltier    was   lying 
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upon  the  roof  of  his  father's  cottage  near  the  creek,  looking  over  its 
ridge  upon  the  horrid  spectacle,  and  Mrs.  Meloche  was  a  young  bride, 
living  with  her  father-in-law  upon  the  bank  of  the  creek,  and  but  a  few 
hundred  yards  from  the  bridge  upon  which  so  many  brave  men  met  an 
inglorious  death. 

It  was  my  happy  privilege,  just  forty  years  ago,  to  take  from  the  lips 
of  each  of  these  respectable  persons,  while  yet  in  full  possession  of  their 
memories,  such  of  the  principal  incidents  of  the  siege  of  the  fort  at 
Detroit  as  were  most  vividly  recollected  by  them.  Their  relations,  just 
as  they  were  then  taken,  with  a  lead  pencil,  have,  as  you  are  aware,  been 
presented  to  your  Society,  together  with  a  literal  copy  in  ink,  covering 
about  fifty  pages  of  foolscap,  in  order  to  ensure  their  better  preservation. 

Whoever  reads  the  thrilling  account  of  this  conspiracy  by  Parkman, 
will  find  that  having  compared  these  relations  with  each  other,  and  with 
masses  of  documents  preserved  in  the  archives  of  England  and  France, 
this  gifted  author  has  accepted  them  as  genuine,  and  has  made  free  use 
of  them  in  his  narrative. 

Parkman's  book  is  undoubtedly  the  best  border  history  of  our  country 
ever  written.  Every  library,  certainly  every  western  library,  ought  to 
possess  it.  Its  style  is  very  like  that  of  the  gifted  Prescott,  and  in  many 
parts  quite  as  graphic. 

Assuming  these  narratives  of  Meloche  and  others  here  alluded  to,  to 
he  in  accordance  with  facts,  it  would  seem  that  in  order  to  "vindicate 
the  truth  of  history"  we  should  be  obliged  to  lessen  the  romance  of  one 
important  incident.  Parkman  says  the  designs  of  Pontiac  were  com- 
municated to  Major  Gladwin,  the  commandant  of  the  fort,  by  a  beautiful 
dark-eyed  daughter  of  tlie  forest,  named  Catherine,  who  had  won  the 
Major's  affections.  Parent  says  that  Pontiac  told  him  this  was  done  by 
"an  old  squaw"  of  that  name,  who  communicated,  not  with  Gladwin,  but 
with  some  Pawnee  servant  woman  in  the  fort;  and  that  he  sent  two 
young-  men  to  bring  her  to  his  tent,  where  he  gave  her  a  severe  beating 
with  his  crosse,  a  stick  used  by  the  Indians  in  playing  ball. 

Within  a  few  years  many  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  active 
work  of  life  during  our  boyhood,  have  departed  from  us.  But  yesterday, 
as  it  were,  we  daily  associated  with  our  fellow-citizen.  General  John  R. 
Williams,  wlio  was  a  cadet  at  Fort  Massac,  on  the  Ohio,  when  Com- 
modore Brevoort,  then  a  young  naval  officer,  arrived  at  that  fort  in  a 
gun-boat,  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  take  from  New  Orleans  to  Pitts- 
hurg.  The  Commodore  used  to  tell  us  that  he  had  worked  faithfully  for 
three  hundred  days  to  reach  that  point,  and  he  felt  confident  that  by  the 
end  of  another  year  he  would  have  arrived  with  his  charge  at  Pittsburg, 
had  not  events  occasioned  a  reversal  of  the  order. 

Such  was  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  little  more  than  half  a 
century  ago. 

But  a  few  years  since,  we  lost  from  our  social  circle  the  highly  es- 
teemed Judge  Desnoyers,  who  in  illustration  of  the  great  changes  taking 
place,  said  that  in  going  to  New  York  to  purchase  goods,  in  the  olden 
time,  he  was  obliged  to  follow  a  foot-path  from  the  little  village  of  Buffalo 
to  Batavia,  trusting  to  chance  for  an  opportunity  to  "ride  and  tie"  with 
some  equestrian  who,  to  lessen  his  own  expenses,  would  let  his  horse  for 
hire;  and  that  on  one  occasion,  returning  from  the  great  emporium  in 
three  months  after  leaving  home,  his  friends  in  Detroit  would  not  believe 
he  had  been  so  far,  until  he  exhibited  the  invoice  of  his  purchases. 

It  was  in  that  early  period  that  Judge  Burnet,  of  Cincinnati,  and  the 
late  Honorable  Solomon  Sibley  {clarum  et  venerahile  nomen),  used  to  come 
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on  horseback  through  the  Indian  country  from  Cincinnati  to  Detroit,  to 
practice  law  at  the  sumrner  court,  swimming  all  the  streams  and  lying 
on  the  ground  at  night — their  food  being  carried  on  a  pack  horse. 

[Speaking  of  Judge  Sibley.  I  am  reminded  of  a  remark  made  to  me  not 
long  since  by  thi'  venerable  CJeneral  (Jass.  The  General  was  living  with 
his  father.  Major  Jonathan  Cass,  one  of  those  heroes  of  the  war  of  the 
revolution,  who,  having  given  their  fortunes  and  the  best  part  of  their 
lives  to  their  country,  united  in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  great  State 
upon  lauds  explored  and  recommended  by  their  own  beloved  Washing- 
ton. These  men  were  as  conspicuous  for  their  energy  in  subduing  the 
forest,  and  their  patient  endurance  of  the  {)rivations  of  a  frontier  life, 
as  they  had  been  for  their  courage  and  self-sacrilice  during  the  terrible 
struggle  of  seven  years,  which  secured  to  the  United  States  an  inde- 
pendent position  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  their  mental  and 
moral  greatness  was  enstamped  upon  the  institutions  they  founded. 

It  was  at  his  father's  house,  on  the  Muskingum  river,  that  General 
Cass,  then  a  youth,  being  occui)ied  in  pounding  corn  in  a  hollow  stump 
before  the  door  for  the  n'lorning  meal,  looked  down  the  road  and  espied 
two  persons  approaching  on  horseback.  They  proved  to  be  Mr.  Sibley  and 
his  young  wife,  the  daughter  of  Col.  Sproat  and  grand-daughter  of  Com- 
modore ^Vhipple,  of  Marietta,  two  of  the  ''Ohio  Company,''  of  which 
these  revolutionary  officers  were  members.  This  young  couple  were  on 
their  way  to  Detroit,  w'here  Mr,  Sibley  had  decided  to  practice  law. 
According  to  the  custom  of  the  country  ''the  latch  string  was  always 
out."  They  alighted  without  ceremony,  and  after  a  welcome  and  a  break- 
fast, resumed  their  long  journey.  How  full  of  beautiful  thoughts  is  this 
little  anecdote  of  one  of  our  greatest  men.] 

In  that  season  the  fur  traders  were  all  in  from  their  winter  posts,  with 
their  returns  of  furs  collected,  and  to  procure  fresh  outfits  of  merchan- 
dise; and  although  it  would  seem  to  us  now  that  in  so  small  a  popula- 
tion, with  so  111  tie  commerce,  there  ought  to  have  been  no  disputes,  yet, 
like  the  two  keepers  of  Eddystone  light  house,  who  separated  a  whole 
winter  upon  a  point  of  etiquette,  they  too  had  their  grievances  to  be 
redressed;  and  Judge  Burnet,  in  his  letters  to  the  Historical  Society  of 
Ohio,  stated  that  he  fpund  the  practice  quite  lucrative,  his  share  of  the 
fees  on  one  occasion  amounting  to  the  .sQug  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars in  gold,  which,  considering  the  relative  value  of  money  then  and  now 
must  have  been  etjual  to  ten  tliousand  or  more.  Besides  this  he  enjoyed 
the  hospitalities  (»!'  tln)se  fun-loving  gentlemen  of  the  trade,  who  crowded 
into  the  small  jiortion  of  the  y<'Jii"  which  they  sj)ent  with  their  families 
and  friends,  as  much  feasting  and  mirth  as  i)ossible,  and  whose  rule  it 
was  at  their  festal  gatho-rings,  to  break  otT  the  bottom  of  each  wine  jrlass, 
in  order  to  i)revent  "heel  taps." 

In  that  day  the  local  government  was  a  military  one,  theoretically 
despotic,  but  in  fact,  as  then  ])iacticed.  most  humane  and  jiatcrnal  as 
well  as  just.  Often  in  niy  boyliood  liavc  I  heard  the  i;ile  Mr.  Joseph 
Cainpau  compaic  it  with  the  modcin  system  of  legislatures  and  courts, 
nincli  (in  his  opinion)  to  tlie  advantag<»  of  the  obi  regime. 

In  the  intervals  between  the  courts,  the  commanding  otlicer  held  the 
scales  of  justice,  and  at  remote  posts  he  discharged  the  duty  of  chap- 
lain, marrying  the  young  people,  baptizing  the  children,  and  burying  the 
dea<l.  C)nt  late  friend,  J(tlin  Kirby.  of  Grosse  Bointe,  was  thus  l)aptized 
l)y  the  ccnnniandanl  at  .Mackinac.  .Xccording  to  the  "judicious  Hooker," 
that  was  a  valid  l>aptisni. 
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It  was  at  that  period  that  the  commandant  at  Detroit,  vexed  that  his 
soldiers  resorted  to  Mr.  Dodemead's  hotel  to  slake  their  thirst,  placed  a 
sentinel  at  the  door  to  prevent  their  ingress.  It  so  happened  that  one 
of  the  courts  occupied  an  apartment  in  this  hotel  for  its  sittings,  and 
the  records  of  the  day  shov7  the  discussion  and  reference  to  the  District 
Attorney  of  the  grave  question  whether  the  court  was  not  in  duress  by 
reason  of  this  military  order.  The  learned  counsel,  who  loved  a  joke, 
returned  a  long  report,  full  of  legal  phrases  and  hypothetical  cases,  but 
ingeniously  avoiding  the  question  at  issue.  The  court  ordered  its  ap- 
proval of  the  report  to  be  entered  of  record,  as  quite  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory, and  there  it  stands  to  this  day  for  the  inspection  of  any  antiquarian 
who  may  have  the  curosity  to  look  for  it. 

This  military  power,  although  so  strong,  held  itself  amenable  to  the 
code  d'  honneur.  No  man  might  abuse  his  authority  without  rendering 
himself  liable  to  a  trial  in  this  court  of  summary  redress.  It  is  related 
of  one  of  the  ancient  and  respectable  houses  of  Lasselle,  that  in  the  days 
of  the  old  fort,  when  the  citizens  were  accustomed  to  carry  water  from 
the  river  to  their  dwellings  in  two  buckets  pendant  to  a  wooden  yoke 
which  rested  on  the  shoulders,  Lasselle,  who  had  taken  offense  at  the 
conduct  of  the  commandant,  met  him  at  early  dawn,  while  the  former 
was  coming  from  the  river  side,  accused  him  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  of 
etiquette,  and  accepting  a  challenge  to  immediate  combat,  quietly  placed 
his  buckets  on  the  ground,  stripped  himself  for  the  fight,  whipped  the 
Colonel,  and  proceeded  homeward  with  the  water  for  his  breakfast,  with 
a  nonclialence  peculiar  to  the  chivalry  of  that  day.  In  those  days  the 
perfect  courtesy  of  the  French  character,  as  it  existed  in  the  age  of 
Louis  XIV.,  and  was  introduced  into  the  Canadas  by  the  early  immi- 
grants, still  marked  the  peaceful  and  fraternal  intercourse  of  the  citizens. 
Long  after  the  United  States  took  possession  of  this  military  post, 
Monsieur  LaBrosse,  formerly  an  officer  of  the  French  army,  living  on  the 
farm  now  known  as  the  LaBrosse  farm,  then  below  the  fort,  never 
entered  within  the  palisades  without  bowing  to  the  sentinel  and  taking 
off  his  three-cornered  hat,  which  he  carried  under  his  arm  while  he 
walked,  saluting  to  the  right  and  left  all  whom  he  met.  This  virtue 
of  marked  courtesy  continued  to  characterize  the  manners  of  the  habitans 
down  to  a  recent  period,  when  a  majority  of  the  population,  "of  all  na- 
tions," not  falling  into  the  habit,  it  seems  to  have  been  overslaughed 
by  the  ruder  and  more  direct  style  of  the  new-comers. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  in  respect  to  amenity  of  manners  in  our 
general  intercourse  with  each  other,  our  progress  has  been  backward. 

As  we  come  down  to  the  time  of  our  boyhood,  Mr.  President,  you 
remember  that  we  were' never  troubled  with  the  non-arrival  of  the  daily 
mail  from  the  east  and  south.  We  had  none  from  the  west  and  north.  All 
the  public  documents,  newspapers,  letters,  and  other  mailable  matter 
from  the  south  to  this  part  of  the  northwest,  were  transported  in  a  pair 
of  small  leather  saddle-bags,  borne  upon  a  very  small  French  pony, 
ridden  by  a  very  small  Frenchman,  whose  name  was  Baron,  and  who 
being  blind  in  one  eye,  was  called  Baron  le  Borgm,  a  very  honest,  in- 
dustrious specimen  of  the  worthy  people  of  the  country.  He  announced 
his  arrival  by  blowing  a  tin  horn  from  the  entrance  of  the  city  to  the 
postoffice,  then  under  care  of  the  late  Judge  James  Abbott,  of  whom 
it  was  said  that  when  the  late  Hon.  John  Norvell  appeared  with  General 
Jackson's  commission  in  his  pocket,  and  announced  himself  to  the  Judge 
as  his  successor  by  giving  his  name,  the  Judge  looked  at  him  a  moment 
48 
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and  replied:  "Yes,  I  have  heard  of  yon,  and  I  wish  you  were  on  tiie 
( Ji;iMi]>ian  Hills,  feediuji  your  father's  Hock."  It  was  quite  natural  the 
Jud^'e  should  feel  so.  for  he  had  diseharj^cd  the  duties  of  the  office 
accejitably  for  so  long  a  time  that  nobody  could  tell  the  beginniu<>. 

This  southern  mail  was  due  once  in  each  week,  but  if  the  streams  be 
came  swollen  or  the  black  swamp  of  Ohio  broke  up.  it  was  common  to 
allow  I'.aron  two  or  three  days  extra  for  his  trij»  to  Sandusky,  and  nobody 
thoujilit  of  ((Uiiiilainin^  of  the  delay.  We  had  not  so  much  to  do  as  to 
make  the  arrival  of  the  mail  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  busy  men 
now  fan<y  it  to  be.  We  did  not  then  receive  huge  volumes  on  the  survey 
of  the  I'acitic  railroad  or  on  the  coast  survey,  or  the  Congressional  Globe, 
or  the  annual  documents  by  mail.  Now  look  at  the  contrast  to  that  state 
of  postal  service.  The  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Kailroad.  one  of  the  three 
great  routes  across  this  peninsula,  which  in  Baron's  tinu*  and  long  after 
was  an  unbroken  wilderness,  carries  daily,  during  the  season  of  naviga- 
tion on  Lake  Michigan,  the  mails  for  more  than  fourteen  hundred  jmst- 
offices  west  of  that  lake. 

To  return  a  moment  to  Baron.  If  any  person  desired  to  go  south,  it 
was  quite  common  to  Avait  for  Baron,  because  he  knew  the  bad  places 
in  the  road,  and  where  best  to  cross  the  streams.  I  remember  as  well 
as  if  it  were  yesterday,  that  on  my  tirst  journey  to  (Chicago,  forty-two 
years  ago,  I  Avas  guided  by  Baron  as  far  as  the  Manmee  river.  M\ 
route  was  via  Fort  Wayne,  where  1  was  ordered  to  report.  The  treat\ 
of  (Jhicago.  of  the  previous  year,  had  provided  for  the  cession  of  the 
Indian  title  to  the  western  part  of  the  lower  peninsula.  The  eastern  part 
had  been  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Saginaw  of  1819.  The  Chicago  treaty  pro 
vided  for  the  establishment  of  a  teacher,  farmer,  and  blacksmith,  for  the 
period  of  fifteen  years,  among  the  I'ottawattomies  of  the  St.  .Iose])h  river, 
and  a  like  establishment  among  the  Ottawas  for  ten  yeais  on  the  Crauil 
river:  and  the  object  of  the  journey  was  to  select  suitable  i)laces  for 
their  location.  A  guide  was  i)rocured  from  Fort  Wayne  to  Chicago,  at 
which  place  there  then  stood  the  little  Fort  Dearborn,  one  log  house 
occujjied  by  Mr.  John  Kinzie,  agent  of  Mr.  Astor,  another  by  Dr.  Alex- 
ander- Woolcot.  United  States  Indian  agent,  and  another  by  the  late 
den.  Beanbien.  then  a  trader.  There  was  also  on<'  other  establishment,  a 
sort  of  trading  lutuse,  called  the  Factory,  established  by  the  government 
with  the  humane  motive  of  prot<'cting  the  helpless  sons  of  the  forest 
from  the  raj»a<ity  of  the  traders,  who  were  accused  in  some  instances  of 
favoring  the  rule  adopted  by  the  followers  of  Hendrick  Hudson  with  the 
natives  of  the  Mohawk  valley,  the  hand,  in  weighing  Beaver,  to  be  (me 
pound,  and  the  foot  ten  jjounds.  The  factor  was  instructed  to  deal  justly. 
to  add  regulai  jirices.  and  to  pay  fairly  for  the  furs:  and  some  philan- 
!hrc)pic  men  fancied  a  commercial  millennium  was  at  liand  for  the  ])oor 
savages.  Hut  the  scheuM"  was  a  total  failure.  Indeed  it  was  as  profit- 
less to  both  sides  as  the  "farmers'  slr)ies"  we  used  to  see  established  in 
order  to  save  the  profits  gained  by  the  regular  merchants.  Many  a  farmer 
was  drawn  in  and  lost  his  whole  farm  by  attemi»ting  a  thing  he  did 
not  understand.  My  <o»//k///»o;/  </<•  rof/arfc  as  far  as  Chicago  was  Mr. 
Lindsay,  an  agent  sent  out  by  government  to  suppiess  the  Facl(U-y. 

On  my  return  from  Chicago  I  met  at  St.  .Tosejih  Col.  Cabriel  (Jodfroy. 
an  aged  but  vigorous  I'^reiich  gentleman,  a  sub  Indian  agent  and  inter 
preter,  who  acted  :is  j^uide  for  the  reinaindei'  of  our  joui'iiey.  W'e  carried 
in  our  saddlebags  a   little  provision.  amon<;   which   was  a   small  bag  <tf 
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praline.  This  was  not  the  sugared  alinoud,  but  paiclied  corn  pounded 
and  mixed  with  maple  sugar,  and  in  the  absence  of  other  food  it  formed 
our  piece  dc  resistatice.  We  had  no  tent.  Each  had  one  bh^nlcet.  Be- 
fore sundown  we  spanccled  our  horses,  that  is,  we  fastened  their  legs 
together  with  a  small  leather  strap,  pulled  the  grass  stuffing  out  of  the 
bells  suspended  from  their  necks,  and  allowed  them  to  graze  at  will.  A 
horse  tethered  in  this  manner  has  little  disposition  to  roam  far,  because 
he  must  lift  both  fore  legs  at  once,  which  is  an  awkard  and  fatiguing 
motion,  and  therefore  so  long  as  the  traveler  can  hear  the  bell  he  is 
certain  of  catching  the  animal  without  trouble.  But  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  after  a  little  while  horses  thus  treated  become  fond  of  the 
camp  and  seldom  stray  far  awaj'. 

Our  fire  being  made  we  had  our  cup  of  tea,  prepared  in  our  tin  drink- 
ing cups,  and  disposed  ourselves  to  rest,  choosing  a  dry  spot  of  earth,  and 
taking  our  saddles  for  pillows.  We  were  several  weeks  out  in  this  tour, 
and  enjoyed  it  greatly. 

Pardon  this  digression  and  personal  reference.  It  is  made  simply 
to  illustrate  the  mode  of  travel,  in  summer,  by  land.  Larger  parties  en- 
joyed the  luxury  of  tents  and  had  pack-liorses. 

You  will  perceive  that,  speaking  after  the  manner  of  the  moderns,  not 
many  journeys  could  be  made,  not  much  business  transacted  in  a  sum- 
mer season;  and  yet  they  were  as  many  and  as  mucli  as  our  necessities 
required. 

In  winter  the  citizens  amused  themselves  in  the  day-time  by  resorting 
with  their  carioles  and  fast  pacing  horses  to  the  ice  of  the  River  Rouge, 
or  in  sleighing  and  dancing  parties  to  River  Raisin,  Mount  Clemens,  or 
Pontiac,  the  only  three  settlements  out  of  Detroit  and  witliin  tlie  penin- 
sula. 

On  these  occasions  it  was  customary  for  the  cashier  of  the  only  bank 
in  the  city,  indeed  the  only  banlv  west  of  Canandaigua,  New  York,  and 
north  of  Cincinnati,  to  lock  the  door  of  the  bank  and  give  the  key  to  his 
old  black  servant  woman,  whoi  was  true  as  the  sun.  If  any  person  was 
in  such  hot  liaste  for  money  that  he  could  not  wait  till  the  sleighing 
party  was  over,  Dinah  called  upon  a  young  gentleman,  who  still  lives 
among  us,  having  passed  a  long  career  sans  tachc  (I  mean  Mr.  David 
Cooper),  to  unlock  the  treasure  and  do  the  needful. 

In  the  winter  evenings  at  home,  the  elderly  gentlemen  often  amused 
themseh'es  with  the  tlien  popular  game  of  euchre,  which  seemed  to  be 
much  in  favor,  because  it  admitted  of  the  excitement  of  the  play,  while 
it  did  not  require  abstraction  from  the  amusing  stories  alwaj^s  ready 
for  the  frontier  people,  and  founded  upon  incidents  in  their  own  daily 
pursuits.  Two  euchre  parties  a  week  in  our  small  town  were  not  con 
sidered  extravagant.  And  besides  these  there  w^as  a  club,  called  the 
"Rattlesnake,"  whose  members  dined  in  rotation  at  each  other's  houses, 
once  a  week,  during  the  winter.  The  young  gentlemen  who  were  oc- 
casionally invited  to  these  dinners,  were  called  massasaugas. 

The  younger  people  made  arrangements  early  in  the  winter  for  a  series* 
of  weekly  assemblies  for  dancing.  The  Gazette  summoned  the  gentle- 
men to  the  preliminary  meeting, — committees  were  appointed,  on  wine, 
on  music,  on  room,  on  supper,  on  invitations,  and  a  general  committee 
of  reference.  The  officers  of  the  army  stationed  at  the  post,  always 
participated  in  these  arrangements  and  in  the  general  management. 
The  British  officers  at  Fort  Maiden,  and  the  principal  citizens  of  Moy, 
Sandwich,  and  Petite  Cote  on  the  Canada  side  of  the  river,  were  invited. 
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In  return  they  generally  jjave  a  dinner  and  ball  to  our  citizens.  Among 
other  regulation.'i,  no  gentleman  was  allowed  to  appear  in  the  ball  room 
except  in  full  dress.  Boots  were  not  permitted  and  knee  breeches  was 
the  rule. 

General  Macomb  commanded  the  post  of  Detroit  for  several  years,  and 
some  of  tin*  most  acc(»mi)lishcd  men  in  the  army  were  on  his  statT,  or 
under  his  command.  These  othccrs  imjirovised  a  theater,  in  the  upper 
story  of  a  large  brick  storehouse  belonging  to  the  government,  situated 
at  the  foot  of  Cass  street.  They  executed  the  scenery  paintings  in  a 
style  exceedingly  creditable  to  their  taste. — their  plays  were  well  chosen, 
— tickets  for  the  winter  were  issued  to  the  families  invited,  at  the  close 
of  the  season  a  ball  was  given  by  the  latter  to  the  military.  As  the 
ladies  did  not  ]>erform,  the  gentlemen  were  comi»elled  to  assume  their 
dress  and  parts.  I'erhaps  those  who  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  our 
present  distinguished  Minister  to  Brazil,  General  -lames  Watson  Webb, 
will  smih'  when  I  tell  them,  as  I  sincerely  do,  that  he  figured  as  one 
of  the  prettiest  brunettes  ever  seen  inside  of  (that)  play-house. 

It  is  curious  to  see  how  any  people  can  adapt  themselves  to  circum- 
stances. A  small  population,  with  honest  hearts,  and  cheerful  tempers, 
and  simple  manners,  found  no  necessity  for  the  vast  and  complicated 
and  hurrying  machinery  of  life,  without  which,  it  would  seem  nowadays, 
that  tlie  world  could  hardly  exist.  What  was  true  in  social  life,  found 
a  parallel  in  its  severer  walks. 

If  a  law  was  needed  to  provide  for  any  unexpected  emergency,  the 
four  very  worthy  and  intelligent  functionaries  called  the  Governor  and 
Judges,  who  were  invested  with  a  quasi  legislative  power,  could  ^'adopV 
one  '"■from  the  lairs  of  the  original  Htatrs,"^  so  the  phiase  ran  in  the  charter 
of  their  authority;  and  albeit  tlie  said  law,  so  adopted,  might  be  a  com- 
pound of  words  and  sentences  from  dilTerent  acts  of  dilTerent  States, 
instead  of  a  law  from  one  State,  as  the  ordinance  of  1787  evidently  in- 
tended, no  one  ever  thought  of  disputing  it. 

I  used  to  think  that  to  Judge  Woodward,  one  of  the  most  eccentric  of 
mortals,  this  very  convenient  mode  of  construction  was  attributable, 
but  I  afterwards  learned  from  Judge  Burnet's  historical  notes,  that 
according  to  the  consti'uction  of  the  first  Governor  and  Judges  of  the 
northwestern  territory,  "they  often  adojited  thr  title  onlif  of  the  act,  and 
filled  up  the  body  to  suit  their  y)ur|)ose." 

\Mien  your  turn  comes,  Mr.  I*resident.  to  s])in  a  yarn  out  of  the  rich 
collection  of  materials  you  have  so  carefully  gathered,  it  will  no  doubt 
give  you  pleasure  to  put  on  the  fiJes  of  the  Society  a  full  and  racy  history 
of  this  singular  personage.  Judge  Woodward.  I  remember  many  of  his 
oddities,  and  none  more  vividly  than  his  effort  to  blutT  me  olT  when,  as 
Dejtuty  Marsliitl  (tf  the  Tnited  States,  I  was  chaiged  witli  the  duty  of 
obtaining  his  audit  of  certain  bills  of  costs  which  the  District  Attorney 
and  .Maislial  had  in  vain  tried  to  get  certified,  althougli  quite  simple  and 
perfectly  correct.  At  the  first  meeting  the  Judge  put  me  through  a 
catechism  as  to  my  parentage,  jilace  of  birth,  my  motives  for  straying 
so  far  from  home,  and  my  intentions.  liop<^s  and  expectations.  The  next 
was  devoted  to  something  <M|n;ilIy  pertinent  to  tlw  matter  in  hand.  The 
Judge  was  very  courteous.  He  did  not  intimate  his  deterniin;ition  to 
avoid  tlie  oflicial  act.  nor  did  I  press  him  to  it,  l>ut  there  was  always 
some  albision  to  it  at  the  close  of  th<'  meeting,  which  took  place  at  his 
chambers  in  the  evening,  and  another  appointment  was  made.  T  waited 
upon  him  by  his  dirr'ction  sev<'nteen  times,  and  came  ofT  at  last  with  every 
bill  certified  in  due  form. 

Judge  Woodwnrd  li;id.  liowever.  a   coteniftorary  wlio  rather  exceeded 


REPORTS    OF     COUNTIES,     ETC.  379 

iiini  in  facilitating  legislation.  This  was  Kishkmikon,  the  celebrated 
Chippewa  Chief  of  Saginaw^,  who  was  long  a  terror  as  well  to  the  white 
man  as  to  the  Indian  of  this  region. 

From  the  earliest  discovery  of  the  country  by  the  French,  this  tribe  of 
Saginaw  Bay  had  been  distinguished  for  courage  and  cruelty.  The  an- 
nals of  border  warfare  tell  the  story  of  their  ravages  as  far  eastward 
as  the  country  of  the  Mohawk.  During  the  Pontiac  war,  so  called,  no 
tribe  was  more  relentless  than  this  one  and  as  Kishkaukon  was  of  the 
succeeding  generation,  he  dobutless  partook  of  the  revengeful  feelings 
which  animated  the  breasts  of  his  kindred.  He  was  wont  to  do  many 
things  which  were  not  tolerated  by  the  savage  code,  for  cod  they  had. 

On  one  occasion  he  was  rebuked  for  an  inhuman  murder,  and  reminded 
that  he  had  broken  the  law.  He  was  a  ready  fellow,  as  well  as  bold. 
He  had  not  the  benefit  of  the  teaching  of  Moliere's  poor  faggot  vender, 
who  extricated  himself  from  a  dilemmaby  his  "nous  avons  change  tout  celaj' 
but  his  answer  was  "I  have  altered  the  law." 

Here  was  no  "log  rolling,"  no  sending  committees  to  organize  a  third 
house^  no  champagne  suppers,  no  subscriptions  to  local  measures  to  gain 
particular  votes.  Le  Roi  le  vent.  That  was  all;  and  the  astounded  Indian 
meekly  acquiesced  in  that  which  he  had  no  power  to  control. 

Appropos  of  Kishkaukon.  It  was  in  his  day  that  two  Indians  were 
indicted  for  the  murder  of  two  white  citizens,  one  of  them  Surgeon 
Madison,  of  the  United  States  army.  The  President  of  this  Society  and 
the  Hon.  James  Duane  Doty,  now  Governor  of  Utah,  both  then  recently 
admitted  to  the  bar,  were  assigned  by  the  court  as  their  counsel. 

One  of  the  prisoners  was  tried  in  the  United  States  District  Court, 
and  the  other  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Territory,  both  courts  being 
held  by  the  same  Judges,  of  which  courts  the  father  of  our  President 
was  long  a  distinguished  and  most  honorable  member.  I  was  much 
amused  a  few  years  since,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  from  Governor 
Doty,  at  the  recital  by  these  two  old  friends,  Doty  and  Witherell,  of 
the  scene  at  the  jail,  when  they  went,  in  company  with  Col.  Louis  Beufait 
as  interpreter,  to  see  their  red  clients,  and  learn  the  facts.  Witherell 
soon  disposed  of  his  case,  and  they  repaired  to  the  cell  of  the  murderer 
of  Madison.  Doty  asked  the  Indian  how  it  happened  that  he  shot  the 
surgeon.  The  honest  savage  replied,  "I  mic  him  and  thought  I  would 
like  to  shoot  him."  But,  said  Doty,  ''was  there  not  some  accident? 
Were  you  not  shooting  at  something  else?"  After  some  time  the 
prisoner  seemed  to  comprehend  what  was  required  of  him,  and  replied, 
"Yes,  I  was  shooting  at  a  little  bird."  The  young  advocate  took  courage. 
"Ah,"  said  he,  "this  is  clearly  a  case  of  no  malice  aforethought."  "Now 
tell  me,  how  far  was  this  little  bird  from  MadisQn's  head?"  The  savage, 
holding  up  one  finger,  and  wnth  the  digit  of  the  other  hand  measuring 
the  distance  of  an  inch,  said  "so  far."  The  defense  was  not  considered  by 
the  jury  as  sufficient,  and  both  the  Indians  were  solemnly  sentenced  to 
death  by  hanging,  which  sentence  was  executed  in  front  of  the  old  jail^, 
near  the  present  site  of  Dr.  Dufiield's  church.  This  was  the  first  public 
execution  by  hanging  which  took  place  in  our  Territorial  history. 

I  have  purposely  avoided  any  general  reference  to  the  Indians  who 
occupied  this  part  of  the  country  during  our  boyhood.  Who  they  were, 
whence  they  came,  what  influences  impelled  their  migrations,  the  con- 
struction of  their  languages  and  tribal  dialects,  why  such  great  differ- 
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elites  in  these  amoiiji  tiibes  living  so  near  to  each  other,  wliv  the  harshest 
jinttural  in  one  tiilieand  the  sctftest  labia!  in  another,  both  appareutl.v  of 
the  same  stock,  why  the  ditVereiices  of  heijiht,  form,  expression,  and  coin- 
plexioii.  as  distinct  as  among  the  ^vhite  races,  their  traditions,  tales, 
customs,  amusemeuts,  these  are  appropriate  snbjects  for  a  paper  to  b^^ 
read  before  the  society  by  some  one  who  has  both  leisure  for  the  study 
and  taste  for  the  subject.  They  were  our  nei«;hbors.  It  was  as  common 
to  see  them  in  out  streets  as  to  see  white  men.  They  encamped  for 
whole  summers  in  the  fields  adjoining  our  houses,  they  danced  their 
begjiinj;  dance  before  our  doors  morning,  noon,  and  niglit,  they  entered 
our  houses  without  knockinji,  and  walked  over  every  part  without 
abstractiii};  a  pin's  worth.  They  liave  gone — whither?  and  why?  I 
fear  we  cannot  answer  without  confessing  that  lust  and  avarice  and 
rum  were  the  arant  ('oiiricn<  of  the  missionary  of  the  cross  and  the  in- 
fluences of  civilization. 

I  have  also  omitted  any  but  the  most  general  allusion  to  the  state  of 
religion,  science,  and  literature  in  those  early  days,  and  their  wonder- 
ful growth  and  ex]>aiision  up  to  the  present  time.  This  will  be  a  most 
fruitful  and  pleasant  theme  for  some  of  our  members  who  have  promised 
to  aid  in  rescuing  from  oblivion  in  this  form  many  of  the  interesting 
early  incidents  connected  with  our  churches  and  educational  systems. 
They  will  trace  the  grain  of  mustard  seed  from  its  planting  by  "The  First 
Protestant  Society."  organized  in  l.Sl.S  by  the  Episcopalians,  Presby- 
terians, and  Methodists,  who  united  on  that  occasion  because  they  were 
too  few  to  stand  alone,  and  even  then  were  not  strong  enough  to  pay 
their  pastor,  to  the  tree  whose  brances  spread  throughout  the  hind;  and 
the  little  Academy,  with  Lemuel  Shattuck  at  its  head  and  .John  Farmer 
in  its  junior  department,  uj)  to  the  University  of  .Michigan  with  its 
thousand  students,  and  ami»le  endowment. — but  this  obviously  is  not  the 
occlusion  for  entering  u])oii  a  discussion  of  such  iuqtortaiice  and  such 
intense  interest. 

The  treaty  of  Saginaw  already  alluded  to,  opened  the  eastern  part 
of  the  peninsula  to  survey  and  settlement.  The  village  of  Pontiac  was 
founded,  and  while  its  flouring  mill  was  being  erected,  committees  of 
the  citizens  used  to  go  to  inspect  progicss.  These  committees  were 
coini)osed  of  friends  of  the  juojuictors.  who  went,  as  our  friend  Rice's 
friends  are  sometimes  ])rivileged  t(»  go,  to  render  such  assistance  as  the 
case  required.  When  tin*  mill  was  completed  a  large  delegation  went 
out,  including  many  otticial  ])ersonages  and  members  of  the  bar.  Before 
concluding  their  task  they  were  placed,  one  by  one,  in  the  lutpper  and 
ground.  Some  came  out  sujierflne.  some  tine,  some  middling,  and  as  none 
bolted,  there  was  no  Itran. 

The  route  to  INtiitiac  at  tirst  was  by  the  way  of  the  shore  of  the  river 
and  Lake  St.  Clair  to  .Mt.  Clemens,  because  the  dreaded  cianbeny  marsh, 
twelve  miles  Ufuth  of  the  city,  could  not  be  traversed.     From  Mt.  Clem 
ens.  potatoes,  and  othei-  provisions,  and  even  the  shingles  f(M-  the  mill, 
were  transported  on  pa«-k  hoi's<*s. 

So  formidable  was  this  marsh,  that  a  meeting  was  called  at  the  hotel 
of  .Major  \\hi|i|»lr.  for  the  purjiose  of  discussing:  ilic  expediency  of 
constructing,  a  canal  fr<»m  its  border  to  the  Detroit  river.  Three  im 
portani  ends  were  to  be  gained  by  the  umlerlaking.  The  lands  were  to 
be  drained,  and  made  available  foi-  culture,  a  road  was  to  be  built  across 
the  marsh,  and  a  constant  su|tply  of  water  was  to  Ite  obtained  for  ju-o 
pelting  a  llouring  mill,  to  be  erected  at  the  foul  of  Woodward  avenue. 
.\s  the  marsh  has  since  been  found  ttt  be  eighty  nine  feet  alxtve  the  river. 
thei-e  would  have  lieen  no  (|uestion  about  want  of  "head"  to  the  power. 
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It  was  then  thought  that  the  interior  of  the  peuiusuUi  was  so  flat  and 
swampy  as  to  furnish  very  few  mill  privileges,  so  called.  The  maps 
of  the  country  represented  it  from  lake  to  lake,  and  from  its  southern 
to  its  northern  limit,  with  a  small  border  of  dry  land  along  the  shores 
of  the  lakes,  and  the  words  "Interminable  swamp"  printed  in  large  letters 
across  the  residue. 

I  do  but  repeat  what  is  familiar  to  the  older  members  of  the  society, 
when  I  state  that  Edward  Tiffin,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Ohio,  and 
Surveyor  General  of  that  State  after  the  war  of  1812-15,  sent  a  corps  of 
Surveyors  to  examine  the  country  back  of  Detroit,  with  a  view  to  its 
appropriation  by  Congress,  as  militar}'  bounty  lands  to  the  soldiers 
of  that  war.  Upon  their  return  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  send  an  express 
to  Washington  with  his  report  to  Congress,  that  there  were  not  five 
hundred  acres  of  arable  land  in  the  whole  peninsula,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  mocker}'  of  justice  to  give  these  lands  as  rewards  for  hard  service 
to  the  brave  men  who  had  periled  their  lives  for  their  country.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  report.  Congress  changed  the  location  of  the  lands  to 
Indiana  and  Illinois:  and  what  was  intended  by  Mr.  Tiffin  as  a  protection 
to  the  veterans  of  the  battle-field,  proved  of  incalculable  advantage  to 
our  State,  for  these  military  tracts  long  retarded  settlement,  whereas 
the  counties  on  our  border  were  taken  up  as  soon  as  surveyed,  by  the 
highly  intelligent  and  enterprising  population  whose  labors  have  made 
them  unsurpassed  by  any  other  tract  of  equal  extent  in  the  Union. 

Oakland  led  oft'  in  the  settlement  of  the  interior.  At  first  the  in- 
habitants suffered  great  inconvenience  for  want  of  good  roads  and  mills. 
As  late  as  1822  or  1823,  large  parties  of  farmers  made  a  hee  to  con- 
struct a  causeway  across  the  cranberry  marsh.  They  erected  a  coni- 
modious  log  shanty  there,  and  spent  several  weeks  in  making  the  marsh 
passable.  So  little  market  had  we  then,  or  rather  such  imperfect  facil- 
ities in  the  small  wind  mills  on  the  strait,  that  the  farmers  of  Oakland 
often  sold  their  wheat  at  Detroit  for  three  York  shillings  a  bushel.  The 
pork  they  ate  was  driven  from  the  northern  part  of  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
and  as  the  animals  had  no  food  but  the  acorns  of  the  forest,  it  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  on  their  arrival  in  this  market  they  exhibited 
little  else  than  skin  and  bone  to  tempt  the  purchaser.  Yet  there  was 
no  remedy,  while  all  were  consuming  and  none  producing,  and  the  early 
immigrants  were  often  glad  to  obtain  even  this  kind  of  provision.  In 
contrast  to  this  stands  the  official  grain  report  just  published,  showing 
that  from  the  port  of  Detroit  alone  in  the  past  five  years  the  export  of 
wheat  and  flour  reduced  to  bushels,  has  been  upAvards  of  10  millions  of 
"bushels. 

These  "gentlemen  dat  go  behind  de  hog,"  as  the  drovers  were  called 
by  the  good  French  inn-keepers  along  the  road,  were  often  puzzled  to 
turn  their  sales  into  currency  available  to  them  at  home. 

Prior  to  the  war  of  1812-15,  the  currency  was  gold  and  silver,  prin- 
cipally Spanish  and  Portugese  gold  and  French  silver,  and  this  was  the 
currency  during  the  early  part  of  the  war.  The  old  merchants  used  to 
keep  their  silver  in  nail  kegs  under  their  counters.  There  was  no  bank, 
no  Herring's  safe,  and  indeed  there  was  no  need  of  them.  No  fear  was 
felt  of  burglars,  for  there  was  no  place  to  flee  to  without  being  caught. 

The  general  stagnation  in  business  which  succeeded  the  war,  very 
much  resembled  the  commercial  blight  which  followed  the  crisis  of 
1837,  and  led  to  almost  universal  bankruptcy  in  the  west;  and  the  few 
banks  in  Ohio,  whose  circulation  had  been  stimulated  to  undue  increase 


382  riONEER     SOCIETY     OF     MICHIGAN. 

by  the  large  expenditures  of  the  government  were  reduced  to  suspension. 
Necessity,  which  is  said  to  know  no  law,  led  to  the  issue  of  small  due 
bills,  as  it  had  done  at  an  earlier  period  in  the  northwestern  territory. 
These  due  bills,  called  shinplasters^  formed  so  late  as  1819  and  1820  a 
large  part  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country.  The  bridges  over  the 
rivers  Kouge  and'  Ecorse,  were  erected  by  incorporated  companies,  who 
issued  them,  the  merchants,  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  even  the 
venerable  Vicar-General  Richard,  w^hen  erecting  the  church  of  St.  Anne, 
gave  out  in  various  forms,  and  in  various  amounts,  some  as  small  as  three 
cents,  their  promises  to  pay.  I  have  now  in  my  possession  seven  hundred 
dollars  of  such  printed  due  bills,  of  the  denominations  of  one,  two,  three 
and  live  dollars,  issued  by  the  trustees  of  the  First  Protestant  Society 
in  payment  of  a  balance  due  on  the  salary  of  their  minister,  the  Kev. 
John  Montieth.     I  present  a  specimen  of  them  herewith. 

Due  the  Bearer  THREE  DOLLARS,  receivable  for  debts  due  the  First  Protestaut 
Church  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  payable  at  the  Treasury  of  the  same. 
Dollars  3.00. 

JAMES  ABBOTT. 
JNO.    P.   SHELDON, 
B.    STEAD, 
JNO.  J.  DEMING, 
LEML  SHATTUCK. 
Trustees  of  the  First  Protestant  Church. 

Detroit,  March  15,  1821. 

It  is  related  of  a  fun-loving  citizen,  whose  due  bills  were  pretty  abund- 
ant, that  in  traveling  towards  the  Maumee,  he  tarried  over  night  at  Otter. 
<'reek,  with  a  drover  just  returning  from  Detroit  to  Ohio  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  his  sales  in  a  currency  which  decreased  in  value  as  the  distance 
between  its  domicile  and  the  holder  increased.  He  indulged  in  very  se- 
vere denunciation  of  tlio  practice  of  flooding  the  country  with  such  trash, 
and  the  warmtli  of  his  objurgations  was  augmented  by  the  heartiness 
with  which  his  companion  espoused  his  side  of  the  question.  The  latter 
exhibited  a  large  quantity  of  the  due  bills  (which  happened  to  claim  a 
paternity  quite  well  known  to  him),  as  evidence  that  he  was  a  fellow-suf- 
ferer, and  in  apparent  disgust  i)roposed  to  the  drover  to  throw  the  con- 
tents of  their  purses,  which  seemed  to  be  filled  with  the  same  kind,  into 
the  fire.  The  drover  assented,  and  the  Detroit  traveler  was  thus  relieved 
of  the  liability  to  redeem  a  jiart  of  his  outsttmding  dnc  bills. 

llcsidf's  the  shinjdaslors,  we  had  "cut  money,"  as  it  was  then  called. 
'I'liis  preceded  the  shinj>lasters.  At  first,  on  nc<-ount  of  the  great  scarcity 
of  change,  a  silver  dollar  was  cut  up  into  eight  equal  triangular  j»arts. 
l»ut  some  over-covetous  financiers  began  to  clip  olf  a  small  piece  from  ' 
each  dollar  before  dividing  it,  and  at  length  the  evil  grew  so  great  as  to 
justify  a  i)nblic  meeting  of  the  citizens,  who  denounc<Hl  the  fraud  and 
pledged  themselves  to  i-efuse  the  coin  in  trade;  and  thenceforth  it  was 
sold  by  ihe  onnce.  and  used  foi-  the  nianufacinre  of  silver  ornaments  for 
the  Indi;ins. 

It  was  during  this  depreciation  (»f  the  currency  that  Mr.  IJaiiiahas 
Cam{)au  j)urcha.sed  the  island  now  known  as  lielle  Isle,  from  Mr.  John 
Macomb,  for  the  sum  ()f  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  He  in- 
formed me  afterwards  that  he  paid  the  entire  sum  in  the  1>ills  of  the  Oliio 
snsjtended  banks. 

\Vhat  had  h.ippened  in  the  oh!  noil  liweslern  territory  in  17!>!>,  ;ind  in 
the  idTitory  of  Michigan  in  isi!).  wjis  icjteated  after  tlie  cra.'^h  of  IS.'tT. 
(hir  State.  (MW  city.  ;md  many  corjMirat ions  and  iiidi\  idnals.  i-esorled  (o 
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this  expedient  for  temporan'  relief.  One  land  company,  engaged  in 
building  mills  and  dwelling  bouses  in  its  village,  issued  small  bills  of 
the  denomination  of  one,  two  and  five  dollars,  receivable  on  the  contracts 
which  they  had  made  to  a  large  extent  for  the  sale  of  farms  and  village 
lots.  As  late  as  1840,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  to  the  village,  a  large 
class  of  respectable-looking  young  men  and  women  were  seen  at  an  even- 
ing writing  school.  The  question  was  asked  of  the  teacher  how  he  could 
get  i^aid  in  a  time  of  such  dearth  of  money.  Oh,  said  he.  they  work  out, 
and  receive  for  their  pay  the  company  due  bills,  and  as  I  owe  the  company 
for  land  these  are  as  good  to  me  as  gold.  The  same  answer  was  given 
by  the  host  at  the  hotel,  who  had  regular  dancing  parties  at  his  house, 
and  by  the  three  musicians,  who  came  ten  miles  to  do  their  part,  and 
were  thus  paying  for  their  farms.     What  do  you  do  for  change?  asked  the 

visitor.     Oh,  said  they,  Judge has  attached  a  turning  lathe  to  one 

of  the  saw  mills,  where  he  turns  out  nests  of  wooden  bowls,  and  these  are 
used,  according  to  their  size,  to  make  change. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  mode  of  inland  travel  in  the 
summer  season.  The  Indian  trails  were  as  well  known  to  the  coiireurs 
dcs  hois  as  our  thoroughfares  are  to  us.  Along  the  lakes,  it  was  common 
in  winter,  to  go  from  Detroit  to  Monroe  or  Maumee,  or  St.  Clair  in  carioles 
on  the  ice.  The  winters  were  more  severe  and  more  regular  then  than  now. 
On  one  occasion  Captain  Farley,  of  the  United  States  army,  made  the 
entire  journey  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  on  the  ice  along  the  shores  of 
Lake  Erie.  In  summer  we  had  the  pirogue,  the  bark  canoe  and  the 
schooner.  The  pirogue  was  a  huge  wooden  canoe,  capable  of  holding 
three  or  four  passengers  and  a  crew  of  half  a  dozen  men.  with  their  bag- 
gage. The  bark  canoe  was  sometimes  made  so  large  as  to  hold  twelve 
persons,  with  their  tents,  provisions,  etc.  The  schooners  were  very 
small,  not  more  than  sixty  tons  or  thereabouts,  and  few  in  number. 
Navigation  opened  very  late  and  closed  very  early,  for  there  was  very 
little  to  do,  and  it  was  thought  to  be  foolhardy  to  go  out  before  the  1st  of 
June  or  remain  out  after  the  1st  of  September.  The  small  military  posts 
at  Fort  Gratiot,  Mackinac,  Chicago  and  Green  Bay,  were  to  be  supplied 
once  a  year  with  stores,  and  the  winter  collection  of  furs  was  to  be 
brought  away.  Tiola  tout.  There  was  of  course  more  navigation  of  Lake 
Erie,  but  we  are  confining  ourselves  to  our  own  territory. 

A  voyage  of  a  thousand  miles  in  a  bark  canoe  was  then  a  common  oc 
currence.  Mr.  Kamsey  Crooks,  an  agent  and  partner  of  Mr.  Astor,  often 
made  the  transit  froni  Buffalo  to  Mackinac  in  that  way,  and  our  distin- 
guished fellow-citizen,  General  Cass,  at  one  time  made  a  four  months'  trip 
of  four  thousand  five  hundred  miles,  at  another,  one  of  three  months  and 
fifteen  hundred  miles,  and  at  another,  one  of  two  months  and  a  thousand 
miles,  in  these  frail  vessels,  coasting  all  the  upper  lakes  and  descending 
the  Mississippi  from  its  extreme  source  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ohio, 
and  all  without  any  serious  accident.  The  General  always  carried  a 
well-selected  though  necessarily  a  small  library,  and  in  his  own  canoe, 
when  the  weather  permitted,  some  young  member  of  the  party  was  called 
upon  to  read  aloud  during  a  part  of  the  forenoon. 

Some  might  think  this  a  monotonous  way  of  traA'eling,  and  no  doubt 
it  would  be  so  now,  when  anything  less  than  five  hundred  miles  in  twenty- 
four  hours  is  called  a  waste  of  time;  but  it  was  not  so.  The  chanson  dt^ 
voyage  in  setting  out  in  the  morning  and  approaching  the  camp-ground  in 
the  evening,  under  the  graceful  folds  of  our  national  flag — the  bustle  of 
4.9 


384  PIONEER     SOCIETY     OF     MICHIGAN. 


f)itthing  tents,  cooking  supper,  lighting  mosquitos,  gumming  the  canoes, 
and  the  long  stories  of  adventure  told  around  tl»e  camp-tire  by  one  of  the 
old  loi/at/rurs  selected  as  contour  den  conies,  made  the  time  pass  cheerily. 
lUsldcs.  it  was  the  custom  of  the  country.  There  was  no  other  way.  It 
was  as  much  a  necessity  as  it  was  for  our  venerable  friend  Dr.  Duflif  Id 
to  poise  himself  uimn  the  camel's  humj*  when  traversing  the  deserts  of 
Syria.  As  to  the  evening  camp-tire  ju-oper  of  (leneral  <.'ass.  it  was  al- 
ways enlivened  by  some  literary  or  scientific  discussion,  generally  started 
by  the  General,  and  carried  on  by  some  of  the  savans  in  his  suite. 
In  those  days  of  simplicity  four-wheeled  carriages  were  unknown  in 
our  streets.  There  was  one  wagon,  the  pri>perty  of  Judge  Sibley,  which 
was  lent  to  those  who  needed  it.  The  calrrlir.  a  rude  sort  of  chaise,  was 
the  most  aristocratic  e(iuipage,  and  these  were  confined  to  the  more 
wealthy  hnhitnns.  The  chornttc.  a  low-wheeled  cart,  was  the  common 
vehicle  of  burden  and  of  pleasure.  As  theve  were  no  sidewalks  and  no 
paved  streets,  this,  like  the  laws  "adopted."  was  the  only  thing  "suited 
to  the  wants  and  circumstances  (»f  the  people."  Nothing  could  be  more 
convenient  for  going  to  church  or  to  social  gatherings  in  a  muddy  time, 
and  though  it  niay  seem  incredible  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  the  ladies 
had  becouK'  so  attached  to  them  as  to  find  it  inconvenient  for  a  while  to 
adapt  tliemselves  to  the  more  luxurious  modern  carriage,  when  lirst  in- 
troduced, about  thirty  years  ago.  It  was  a  curious  sight  to  see  twenty 
or  thirty  of  these  carts  backed  uj*  in  front  of  the  churches  on  Woodward 
avenue,  awaiting  the  close  of  services.  Sonu-times.  by  accident  or  mis- 
chief, the  forejuii  dropi>ed  out  of  the  staple  and  then'  would  be  a  suddeu 
de])osit  of  the  precious  load;  but  these  were  the  exceptions  to  the  rule. 
Ilut  I  weary  you. 

The  recital  of  these  simi»le  fads  can  only  li«'  |»ermil(<'d  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, and  must  soon  cease  to  all'ord  interest. 

The  question  may  be  asked  wlu'ther  society  was  as  enligiitened  aixl 
well  read  in  those  days  as  now.  and  whether  the  real,  substantial  enjoy- 
ments of  life  were  as  great.  I  think  both  questions  may  be  answered  in 
the  atlirmative.  In  none  of  our  cities  does  there  exist  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  cultivated  people  than  was  found  in  the  society  of  Detroit  at  the 
time  alluded  to:  and  as  their  habits  were  exceedingly  simple  and  unos- 
tentatious, no  jieople  could  enjoy  life  more  rationally  than  they  did. 

How  dillicult  it  is  for  us  to  realize  the  rapid  strides  which  have  been 
taken  in  the  progress  of  the  northwest.  "In  17!M),''  says  r.uruet,  "the 
northwestern  territory  contained  five  thousand  inhabitants.- and  we  weie 
entitled  to  proceed  to  the  second  grade  of  territorial  government  as  pio- 
vided  by  the  ordinance  of  1787."  Five  thousand  inhabitants  in  the  vast 
regicui  north  of  the  Ohio,  only  six  years  Ix'fore  you,  Mr.  I'resident.  mi- 
grated from  tlM'  gre<'n  hills  of  Vermont  to  tlie  banks  of  the  Detroit!  In 
1S07  Fulton  succeeded  in  brijiging  the  Clermont  by  steam  from  New 
York  to  .\lbany  in  twenty  five  lioui-s.  and  the  father  of  our  fellow-towns- 
man, HowmmI  Webster,  in  liis  news|)apei-.  the  .\lbany  Adrntisrr.  noti-ed 
the  achievement  in  a  suitable  editorial,  and  referred  all  persons  desiring 
to  secure  a  passage  to  the  office  of  the  comjKiny.  for  infnrnmtion  mid  terms. 
The  rtishing  western  tide  that  now  daily  presses  across  the  IIuds(m  at 
.Mbanv.  having  left  th<'  Kocky  Mountains  a  few  hours  ju-eviously.  would 
not  biook  such  a  delay. 

N«ttwitlisl;in(ling  the  prostration  of  all  enleipiise  by  ilie  war  of  1S12- 
1.").  in  the  veai'  ISls  "ihe  stanndi  and  swiff  sfenmboaf  Walk  in  tln'AVater" 
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took  her  place  on  Lake  Erie.  She  was  a  wee  thing,  as  compared  with 
the  monster  steamers  which  have  since  been  so  celebrated.  The  canal 
pier  and  basin  at  Black  Rock  and  the  ])iers  at  Buffalo  creek  not  having 
then  been  made,  it  was  necessary  on  every  trip  to  tow  the  little  steamer 
up  from  Black  Rock  dock  to  the  smooth  water  of  the  lake,  and  for  this 
purpose  they  used  twenty  yoke  of  sleek  oxen.  Admiral  Blake  of  our 
lakes  used  to  call  this  the  ''horned  breeze."'  If  the  weather  was  good  the 
trip  to  Detroit  was  made  in  three  days,  the  little  steamer  stopping  out- 
side the  lake  ports,  which  were  then  inaccessible  by  reason  of  sand  bars 
at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers,-  and  discharging  or  receiving  passengers  and 
freight  bv  the  aid  of  small  lighters.  When  she  approached  the  little 
quay  at  the  foot  of  Bates  street  in  Detroit  she  fired  a  gun,  and  then  the 
citizens  rushed  down  to  see  the  arrival.  The  little  boat  was  not  man- 
aged without  difficulty.  As  she  touched  the  wharf  there  was  generally  a 
collision,  and  on  leaving  if  a  slight  breeze  came  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  the  citizens  lent  their  friendly  aid  to  push  her  away  with 
long  cedar  poles  which  she  carried  on  deck  for  the  purpose.  On  these 
occasions  the  captain  would  mount  the  paddle  box.  and  through  his 
speaking-trumpet  give  his  orders  fore  and  aft  in  true  nautical  style,  as  if 
he  were"  commanding  a  ship-of-war.  Truly  may  it  be  said,  ISfous  arms 
chanf/e  tout  cela. 

SOME  NOTES  RESPECTING  THE  PIONEER  NEWSPAPERS  OF  MICHIGAN. 

BY   J.    C.    HOLMES. 
[Read  before  the  Detroit  Pioneer  Society,   December  16th,  1873.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Pioneer  Society,  held  on  the  evening  of  October 
8th,  1873,  it  was  stated  that  in  1805  there  was  a  newspaper  published 
in  Detroit  called  the  Michigan  Essay.  This  was  probably  the  first  news- 
paper published  in  Michigan,  but  I  think  it  Avas  not  published  at  so 
early  a  date.  Julius  P.  Boliver  Maccabe  says,  in  his  directory  of  the 
city  of  Detroit  for  1837:  "The  first  newspaper  printed  in  this  city  was 
published  by  James  M.  Miller,  and  styled  the  'Michigan  Essay,  or  Im- 
partial Observer,'  a  copy  of  the  first  number  of  which  we  have  seen 
in  the  Museum,  dated  Friday.  August  31st,  1800." 

The  Museum  here  spoken  of  was  in  the  n])per  part  of  the  building 
that  then  stood  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Jefferson  avenue  and  (Jris- 
wold  street.    It  was  owned  by  Major  D.  C.  McKinstry. 

At  what  time  the  Michigan  Essay  was  discontinued  I  do  not  know. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Girardin  says  this  paper  was  published  by  Father  Richard 
and  printed  by  James  M.  Miller. 

The  next  paper  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge  was  the  Detroit 
Gazette.  It  was  published  by  Sheldon  &  Reed.  1  have  a  copy  of  this 
paper  dated  Detroit.  Michigan  Territory.  Friday,  October  3d,  1823.  Vol. 
7,  No.  324.  The  first  number  made  its  appearance  in  1817,  probably  in 
July.  Among  the  advertisements,  in  this  paper  that  I  have,  I  find  the 
following  names:  John  Hale,  Rees,  Wadhams  &  Co.,  John  Rosseter, 
J.  E.  Schwartz,  James  Abbott,  C.  S.  Payne  &  Co.,  S.  Camp.  Mr.  A. 
Delamater  respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  the  public  generally, 
that  he  has  removed  to  the  house  on  Woodbridge  street,  directly  in 
the  rear  of  Mr.  Converse's  boarding  honse.  and  opposite  A.  Edwards' 
wharf,  where  he  will  manufacture  boots  and  shoes  of  every  description, 
of  the  best  work  and  materials.     Other  names  are  M.  Chapin  &  Co..  W. 
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R.  Hunt.  Koloniaii  Sihlov.  Darius  Lanisou.  and  \\'il(<>x  cV:  Reach.  All 
of  tbeni  familiar  names,  proliably.  to  many  nKMubcis  of  the  Pioneer 
Society. 

The  Xortluvestern  .lournal  (tf  W.-ducsday.  Apiil  L»Sth.  1880,  says:  ''On 
Monday  eveninj;  last,  Ai)ril  2r»th.  at  half  jtast  ei«iht  o'clock,  the  oftice  of 
the  Detroit  Gazette  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  It  first  caught  in  the 
rear  part  of  the  cockloft  of  the  buildinj;,  in  which  was  a  larjje  quantity 
of  printed  and  blank  paper.  The  liuiidin^j  was  entirely  destroyed;  the 
printiufi'  press  and  ]>ai)ei'  Avere  burnt,  but  the  cases  of  type  were  saved. 
TIk'  adj(»inin<i  buibling.  <»ccu])ied  by  ^[r.  John  Smith,  the  office  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Palmer,  the  kitchen,  counectinji  his  office  and  dwelling  house, 
the  store  of  ^[ajor  P>i'ooks.  the  dwelling  house  <»f  Judge  McDonnell,  the 
store  of  Mr.  Griswold.  and  the  office  of  Doct.  Clarke,  were  burnt  to  the 
ground.  The  brick  building  on  the  corner  of  Jetferson  avenue  and 
Griswold  street,  occupied  as  a  dwelling  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  as  a  store 
by  Messrs.  P.  Davis.  Jr.,  and  T.  ^A^endell,  was  saved  without  injury, 
except  to  the  south  side.  The  goods  wei-e  all  removed  from  the  l)uild- 
ings.  None  of  the  buildings  burnt  wer<'  insured.  A  rough  guess  ])laces 
the  loss  at  eight  thousand  dollars." 

The  same  paper  says:  "It  is  a  subject  of  general  regret,  thai  so  un- 
fortunate a  suspension  should  have  occurred  to  the  oldest  printing  es"- 
tablishment  in  the  Territory.  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  editor,  is  now  absent, 
and  his  return  is  anxiously  desired.'' 

The  JcMirnal  also  says:  "We  are  recjuested  by  Mr.  McKuight.  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  Gazette,  to  say,  that  by  the  next  week,  he  hopes  to  be 
able  to  inform  the  friends  and  patrons  of  the  jiajter.  when  its  i-epubli- 
cation  will  be  recommenced." 

This  burning  was  the  last  of  the  Gazette.  It  was  never  resuscitated. 
The  fire  occurred  on  the  2r)th  of  April.  1830.  The  Journal  of  June  Kith, 
says:  ''Mi-.  Sheldon  lelurned  on  Fi-iday  last.  We  learn  from  him  that 
he  expects  in  icestablish  the  Gazette  in  about  twenty  days." 

The  Journal  of  June  oth.  says:  "The  examination  of  Ulysses  G.  Smith, 
arrested  on  s»isi)icion  of  having  set  fire  to  the  office  of  I  he  DeU'oit 
(razette.  took  place  before  Mr.  Justice  Doty,  assisted  by  J.  Kearsley 
and  Thomas  Kowland,  Esquires.  From  the  evidence,  it  ajqM'rired  that 
Smith  had  been  a  journeyman  in  the  Gazette  (dtic<'  at  the  time  Mr.  ^Ic- 
Ivnight's  watch  was  stohMi;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  fire,  he  was 
about  going  on  boai-d  the  sleaniboat  Knteriuise;  that  half  an  hour  b«'- 
fore  her  sailing,  a  search  warrant  was  issued  and  seived,  without  suc- 
cess; that  during  the  day  he  declared  his  i»urp(»se  of  being  revenged  on 
.Mr.  McKuight,  and  armed  himself  with  a  ]>istol.  which  he  loaded  and 
primed  in  the  evening.  On  the  evening  of  Monday  he  was  in  the  print- 
ing office;  the  lad  belonging  to  the  office  he  sent  to  incjuire  for  a  letter 
at  the  postoffice.  On  the  return  of  the  la<l.  Smith  was  in  the  str«M't  in 
front  of  the  office.  He  j)assed  back  and  fm-th  twice,  looking  upwards 
at  the  bnildiii^.  WiiJiin  two  or  three  minutes  the  fire  br(d«'  out  in 
the  loft,  ill  which  wei-e  loose  papers  and  old  tiles.  Hut  littk-  fire  had 
lieen  kept  ill  the  olfice  during  the  day;  and  the  mechanic  who  built  the 
<himney  testified  that  the  work  was  so  con8truct«'d  tliat  a  spark  could 
not  have  escaped  from  it.  Smith  was  apprehended  soon  aftei-  the  fire 
was   di.><covei'ed." 

.\fter  the  fire  Mr.  Sheldon  seems  to  have  gone  to  Pontiac  to  reside. 
Perhajjs  he  was  connected  with  the  O.-ikland  ("hronicle.  published  at 
Pontiac.  October  20lh,  18.^0,  we  find  him  assist  in;.'  in  oiiianixing  the 
Agricnltuial   ScM-iely   of  Oakland  county. 
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The  Michigan  Herald  was  published  by  Chiftuian  &  !r?eymoui'. 
In  the  first  number  of  volume  1  of  the  Free  Press,  dated  May  5th^  ISIU. 
I  find  the  following: 

'^Some  six  years  ago  a  newspaper  called  the  Michigan  Herald  was  es- 
tablished by  the  Junto  to  help  them  to  keep  their  oflBces  and  to  get  others, 
against  the  wishes  of  the  people.  It  was  under  the  editorial  guidance 
of  Lawyer  Chipman,  who  was  rewarded  for  his  editorial  services  (by  the 
exertions  of  Mr.  Wingj  with  a  seat  on  the  bench  of  our  supreme  court. 
It  died  a  most  unnatural  d§ath  about  two  years  ago. 

"For  some  time  after  that  event  the  old  Detroit  Gazette  was  the  only 
newspaper  in  the  city.  It  could  not  be  bought,  and  the  Junto^  not  hav- 
ing the  fear  of  the  fjeople  before  their  eyes,  concluded  to  get  up  a  press 
of  their  own.  The  Journal  was  therefore  established.  This  Journal  was 
edited  by  a  stranger,  and  it  was  ostentatiously  given  out  that  the  course 
of  the  paper  would  be  neutral,  as  to  former  parties  in  the  Territory.  This 
did  not  deceive  any  of  the  keen  old  Democrats,  who  knew  all  the  while 
that  this  pretense  of  neutrality  was  only  a  new  contrivance  of  the  de- 
feated party.  These  neutral  pajters  are  always  deceptive.  In  some  parts 
of  the  country  they  go  by  the  name  of  the  rattlesnake  papers;  but  a 
friend  suggests  to  us  that  they  ought  to  be  called  copperheads — because 
the  first  named  reptile  always  gives  notice  before  he  bites,  whereas  the 
neutral  papers  never  show  their  colors  before  they  apply  their  fangs. 
The  establishing  the  Courier  was  a  different  matter.  That  paper  ought, 
in  good  conscience,  to  have  supported  the  Democratic  party." 

The  Michigan  Herald  was  probably  established  in  March  or  April,  1825. 
and  discontinued  in  1820.  Number  7,  volume  1,  of  the  Herald  is  dated 
June  21st,  1825. 

The  Northwestern  Journal,  a  weekh'  paper,  was  published  at  Detroit 
by  George  L.  Whitney.  Number  1  of  volume  1  was  issued  on  Friday 
morning,  Nov.  20th,  1829.  William  Ward,  editor.  Office  on  Griswold 
street.  In  a  column  or  more  of  matter  the  editor  defines  his  position 
and  states  the  principles  upon  which  the  paper  will  be  conducted. 

In  this  paper  is  an  advertisement  headed,  ''Proposals  for  publishing  in 
Ann  Arbor.  Washtenaw  county,  TerritorA^  of  Michigan,  a  weekly  news- 
paper, entitled  the  Western  Emigrant,  by  Thomas  Simpson.''  Another 
is  'Proposals  for  publishing  a  weekly  newspaper  at  Monroe,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  to  be  styled  the  Michigan  Inquirer,  by  John  L.  Green," 

Among  the  names  of  advertisers  in  this  first  number  of  the  Journal  are 
Rice  &  Bingham,  Thomas  Rowland,  0.  C.  Trowbridge,  P.  Davis,  Jr.,  W. 
L.  Newberry,  J.  E.  Schwartz,  auctioneer;  ^Etna  Insurance  Company  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  Henry  S.  Cole,  agent;  L.  Brown  &  Co.  (this  Mr.  Levi 
Brown  was  the  inventor  of  gold  pens);  Davis  &  Bigelow's  tannery,  E.  P. 
Hastings,  Solomon  Sibley,  R.  A.  Forsyth,  T.  S.  Wendell,  J.  Whipple. 

In  the  second  number  of  the  paper  is  the  following  advertisement: 

''New  Firm. — M.  Chapin  and  J.  Owen,  having  formed  a  co-partnership, 
business  will  be  conducted  under  the  firm  of  Chapin  &  Owen  who  invite 
all  wishing  to  purchase  cheap  to  call  and  examine  their  stock  of  goods, 
consisting  of  Drugs  and  Medicines,  Dye  Woods,  Dye  Stuffs,  Paints,  Gro- 
ceries, i&c.  Also  a  quantity  of  Window  Glass  and  Winter  Strained  Lamp 
Oil  of  a  superior  qualitv," 

Dec.  2d,  1829. 
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Ill  the  .I(»iiriial  of  Ih'f.  Ultli.  ISLMJ.  ii  is  aiiii(»iin<<Ml  that  Mr.  Keod  lias 
ivtind  fioiu  tlu*  ♦•ditinial  dopartiiu'iit  (if  tin-  ])«*tr<>it  (iaz<'tte,  and  pro 
poses  soon  to  leave  the  city. 

Another  item  i.s  tliis:  "The  <,'aieties  of  the  season  coniinenced  with  a 
ball  at  Woodworth's  Hotel  on  Thur.sday  last;  the  hall  was  opened  for 
tlio  first  time,  and  is  linished  in  a  style  very  aptly  ternuMl  Mlie  neat,  not 
gaudy.'  The  beaux  were  all  'well  dressed'  young  genlh-mrn.  and  the 
belles  were  all  imagined  to  be  angels." 

The  .Tournal  for  Dee.  8()th,  1829,  says:  "Mi*  Sheldon  has  resumed  the 
rhariie  (»f  the  editoiial  department  of  the  Clazette.  In  the  discharge  of 
his  (iuty  he  has  deemed  it  necessary  to  visit  us  with  censure,"  etc. 

.January  <lth,  lS;i<l.  it  is  stated  that  the  Western  Kmi;,Mant  of  Ann 
Arbor  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  Sam'l  \V.  Dexter  and  .lohn  Allen,  by 
whom  it  will  be  edited,  their  introductory  address  is  an  exposititm.  ex- 
pressed in  strong  terms,  of  the  juinciples  of  which  the  first  gentleman 
is  well  known  to  be  the  zealous  advocate. 

The  West«»i-n  Emigrant  under  this  arrangement  was  an  anti-^fasfuiic 
pai)er. 

Mr.  Thompson  having  sold  tlie  Western  Phnigrani.  ho  established  a 
jiapei-  at  INmtiac.  In  the  .lournal  of  Ai)ril  28tli.  1S:5(I,  is  an  advertise- 
ment headed  "PropitKals  by  Thomas  Simjtson  i^t  Co..  for  jmblishing  in  the 
village  of  Pontiac,  Oakland  county.  Territory  of  Michigan,  a  weekly  news 
paper,  entitled  the  Oakland  Chronicle. 

"The  Chronicle  will  be  conducted  on  ju-inciples  derived  from  the  Jeffer- 
sonian  school  of  politics,  in  which  the  editor  was  taught,  and  in  conso- 
nance with  which  he  has  uniformly  acted.''  The  first  number  of  the^ 
Oakland  Chronicle  was  jtublished  at  Pontiac  on  Monday  morning,  May 
:nst,  ls:;0.     Edited  by  Mr.  Simi>son. 

The  .Journal  of  .June  2d.  isr}(i,  in  speaking  of  the  Ciironicle  says:  "The 
resolution  passed  yesterday  in  the  Council,  enables  th«'  members  to  ex 
tend  the  same  measure  of  aid  to  the  Chronicle  which  was  granted,  under 
;i  ju-evious  resolution  to  the  other  papers  in  the  Territory.  This  was  the 
resolution:  'Mr.  McDonnell  presented  a  resolution  authorizing  the  mem 
bers  of  tin*  Council  to  subscribe  foi  an  addilional  number  of  newspapers, 
jiuldished  in  the  Teri-ilory,  not  exceeding  six.'     Head  and  adopted." 

In  the  .Journal  of  .Inly  7th.  ^s:W,  the  editor  says: 

"The  undersigned  closes  his  connection  with  the  .Journal  with  th(»  pres- 
ent number.  This  determination,  fonm-d  two  months  since,  was  founded 
on  reasons  altogether  personal. 

(Sifr„,.fi.)  WILLIAM  WARD." 

(Mk-  week  afterward.  .Inly   lllli.  is  the  julldw  in;:; : 

"The  subsciibfT  docs  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  refuse  his  assent  to 
the  pi'oposals  made  for  his  coiitiiiu:ince  in  charge  of  the  .lournal.  He. 
therefore.  Iak<'s  upon  himself  ;ine\\  the  duties  ami  respoiisiitilities  of  its 
editor. 

(Signed.)  WILLI.VM  W.\KD." 

\'olume  2  commenced  on  W<'diiesday  morning.  \(»vember  24th.  1830. 
(leorge  L.  Whilm-y.  publisher.  William  Ward,  editor.  It  is  continued  as 
a  weekly  pap4*r.  With  the  commencement  of  this  volume  the  name  of 
the  i»aper  was  changed  to  "Detroit  .Journal  and  .Michigan  .\dvert iser.'' 
The  editctr  says:  "We  have  assumed  the  title  of  'Detroit  .Journal'  be- 
cause by  that   name  the  paper  is  ;;eneially  (|m)ted  abroad;  and   that   of 
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'Michigan  Advertiser,'  because  its  advertising  patronage  proceeds  from 
almost  every  section  of  the  Territory,  and  its  extensive  circulation  ren- 
ders its  columns  the  best  medium  of  communication  between  all  classes.'" 

Wednesday,  March  16th,  1831.  "The  connexion  of  the  subscriber  with 
the  Detroit  Journal  is  closed. 

(Signed,)  WILLIAM  WARD." 

March  23d,  1831.  "For  the  present,  and  until  the  publisher  of  this 
paper  can  make  other  arrangements,  he  will  be  responsible  for  every- 
thing which  may  appear  in  these  columns,"  etc. 

April  27th,  1831.  "The  Oakland  Chronicle.  This  paper  which  has 
been  conducted  in  Pontiac  by  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson  for  nearly  a  year,  has 
been  discontinued,  and  the  printing  establishment  transferred  to  Joseph 
Campau  &  Co.  of  this  city.  We  are  informed  that  a  paper  will  soon  make 
its  appearance  from  this  press  under  the  name  of  the  "Democratic  Free 
Press  and  Michigan  Intelligencer." 

In  the  Journal  of  April  11th,  1831,  is  an  extended  notice  of  the  first 
appearance  of  the  Free  Press,  which  occurred  May  5th,  1831. 

May  18th,  1831.  "The  Herald  of  Literature  and  Science.  The  first 
number  of  this  publication  was  laid  on  our  table  last  Monday  evening. 
It  is  conducted  by  the  members  of  the  Detroit  Debating  Society." 

September  7th,  1831.  The  office  of  the  Detroit  Journal  was  removed 
from  Griswold  street  to  the  new  building  on  Jefferson  avenue,  opposite  to 
the  Druggist  Store  of  Messrs.  Chapin  &  Owen,  near  the  corner. 

Volume  3  of  the  Detroit  Journal  and  Michigan  Advertiser  commenced 
Wednesdav,  November  23d,  1831. 

In  the  Journal  of  April  11th,  1832,  I  find  the  following: 

"Episcopal  Pioneer.  This  is  the  title  of  a  religious  publication  about 
to  be  commenced  in  this  city,  under  the  auspices  of  a  committee  of  gen- 
tlemen attached  to  the  Episcopal  church.  There  is  no  paper  of  that  char- 
acter in  the  territory,  and  we  hope  the  present  enterprise  will  receive 
from  the  religious  public  the  encouragement  to  which  it  is  entitled." 

This  paper  was  not  published. 

May  9th,  1831.  "Editorial  changes.  Mr.  Charles  Cleland,  who  has 
edited  the  Democratic  Free  Press  for  a  few  months,  has  taken  leave  of  the 
patrons  of  that  paper.  Mr.  John  P.  Sheldon  is  to  succeed  him.  We 
learn  that  in  a  few  weeks  a  change  is  to  take  place  in  the  editorial  charge 
of  the  Courier,  and  that  that  paper  is  to  be  converted  into  a  religious  pub- 
lication." 

August  15th,  1832.  Mr.  Whitney  says  that  Messrs.  Cole  &  Porter  have 
no  interest  in  the  Journal,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  editing  it. 

August  29th,  1832.  Major  Thomas  Rowland  is  announced  as  the  ed- 
itor of  the  Journal.  The  political  character  of  the  Journal  will  undergo 
no  change.  It  will  continue  to  lend  its  support  to  those  principles  which 
are  advocated  by  the  National  Republican  party  throughout  the  union. 

Number  1.  Vol.  1,  of  the  Detroit  Courier,  a  weekly  paper,  was  pub- 
lished at  Detroit,  Michigan  Territory,  Thursday,  December  23d,  1830,  by 
Stephen  Wells.  Thomas  M.  Ladd  was  the  printer.  At  the  head  of  the 
editorial  column  of  number  3,  vol.  1,  is  the  name  of  George  Brewster  as 
editor.  The  paper  professed  to  be  neutral  in  politics.  In  number  13, 
vol.  1,  March  17th.  1831,  is  the  following  notice: 

"The  subscriber,  proprietor  of  the  Detroit  Courier,  has  transferred  all 
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his  interest  in  that  paper  and  in  the  printing  ottiee  connected  with  it  into 
the  i>ossession  i»f  (leorge  lirewster  &  Co.,  by  wlioin  the  accounts  will  be 
settled,  and  the  business  of  the  concern  will  be  conducted  solely  by  that 
tirnj. 

(Signed)  STEPHEN  WELLS." 

The  editor  says:  "Our  patrons  may  expect,  next  week,  an  outline  of 
the  future  uiauageuient  of  the  Courier.  Circumstances  recjuire  that 
there  .should  Im-  a  jtartial  clumge  in  some  of  its  features  as  it  passes  into 
the  j>osses.si(»n  of  its  i)resent  proprietors,  and  will  hereafter  assume  a 
detinite  and  ])ermauent  character." 

In  the  next  number.  March  14th,  Stephen  Wells  says:  "Circumstances 
having  occurred  to  prevent  the  completion  of  the  transfer  of  this  estab- 
lishment as  announced  the  last  week,  the  subscriber  remains  the  sole  pro- 
prietor." 

In  the  same  paper  Mr.  Brewster  gives  his  reasons  for  not  completing 
the  arrangement.  Mr.  William  Ward  says:  "I  have  assumed  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  editor  of  the  Detroit  C(Uirier."  In  the  i)ai>er  of 
March  14th.  1831.  Messrs.  F.  1*.  Browning,  Justin  Kice,  and  1*.  Davis,  Jr., 
make  a  statement  relative  to  the  misunderstanding  between  Slejfhen 
Wells  and  (Jeorge  Brewster. 

October  '27,  ISil,  Mr.  William  Ward  says:  "With  the  present  numbei- 
I  close  my  connexion  with  the  Courier.  Before  it  reaches  many  sub- 
scribers I  shall  have  left  the  Territory."  November  3d.  1831,  Franklin 
Sawyer,  Jr.,  announces  himself  as  the  editor  of  the  Courier,  ^'ol.  1  of  the 
Courier  closes  Dec.  15th,  1831. 

Volume  '2  commences  November  lOih,  1831.  Mr.  Wells^  the  publisher, 
and  Mr.  Ladd,  the  printer,  have  formed  a  connexion  in  the  printing  bus- 
iness and  Vol.  2  is  published  by  Wells  «&  Ladd;  Franklin  Sawyei-.  editor. 

January  12th,  18.'{1',  the  editor  of  the  Courier  says:  "\Ve  congratulate 
the  readers  of  the  Free  Press  on  the  accession  of  Mr.  (.'lelaud  to  it.^  edi- 
torial department,"  etc. 

In  \'ol.  2,  No.  2(;.  June  14tli,  lx:'>2.  Franklin  Sawyer,  Jr.,  says:  "The 
present  number  closes  my  connexion  with  the  Courier.  For  the  short 
time  it  has  been  under  my  charge  my  aim  has  been  to  give  general  satis- 
faction; how  far  I  have  succeeded  my  readers  must  judge.  If  well.  I  am 
glad;  if  ill,  I  regret  it." 

June  21st.  1832,  Charles  Cieland  <ays,  "having  become  the  editor  of 
this  Journal,  enteis  upon  his  duties  with  a  deep  sense  of  his  responsibil- 
ity to  the  public,  as  well  as  of  his  accountability  for  the  direction  he  may 
give  to  his  future  efforts."  An  advertisement  of  Sei>t.  0th,  1832.  says  the 
copartnership  which  existed  under  the  firm  of  Wells  &  Ladd  was  dis- 
solved by  mutual  consent  on  the  10th  of  Jtme  last. 

The  Courier  was  then  i)ublishe<l  by  Thomas  M.  Ladd  iV:  < 'o..  tli(>  firm 
being  Th(tni;m  .^^  Ladd  and  Chailes  Cieland. 

X'oliime  2  of  the  Com  ier  (•1os<m1  Dec.  l.'>th.  ls;'.2.  N'oliinie  :t  roniuienced 
Dec.  IDth.  is:;:.'.  ''I'huinas  M.  I,;i'l(l  iV:  Co..  jmhlishers.  .ind  Charles  Chdaiid. 
editor. 

On  January  0th.  1833,  is  the  folh»wing  annoiinc«Mnent :  "The  copart 
nership  heretofore  existing  between  the  subscribers  is  dissolved  by  mu- 
tual consent.  Tin*  wlnde  business  of  the  concern  is  left  with  C.  Cieland. 
who  is  dnlv  aulhori/ed  to  settle  the  .iccoiints  of  the  late  (inn. 

(Signed. I  TIKKM.XS  .M.  I..\!)I), 

<'H.\ii!j<:s  ciij.wh." 
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Januai y  9tb,  1833.  "The  subscribers  have  become  the  joint  editors  and 
proprietors  of  the  Courier.  Determined  to  give  it  a  permanent  and 
standard  character,  they  will  exert  themselves  to  promote  those  great 
interests  to  which  its  columns  have  hitherto  been  devoted. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  CLELAND, 

FRANKLIN  SAWYER,  Jr. 

R.  K.  Kellogg,  Printer. 

On  March  27th,  1833,  the  Courier  hoisted  the  Anti-Masonic  flag. 

April  3d,  1833,  the  Courier  says:  "We  have  not  only  raised,  but  actu- 
ally unfurled  the  Anti-Masonic  flag,  and  intend  to  keep  it  streaming  until 
the  spirit  of  Masonry  has  plumed  her  wings,  and  taken  her  flight  from 
our  country." 

With  this  number  Mr.  Kellogg's  name  has  been  dropped  as  printer, 
and  no  other  given. 

July  31st,  1833.  "The  copartnership  heretofore  existing  between  the 
subscribers,  is  this  day  dissolved  by  mutual  consent. 

CHARLES  CLELAND. 
FRANKLIN  SAWYER,  Jk. 

"The  Courier  will  still  be  conducted  by  the  subscriber  as  sole  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  same. 

CHARLES  CLELAND.  " 

August  7th,  1833.  E.  P.  Gardiner's  name  appears  as  printer  of  the 
Courier. 

The  election  is  over  and  the  Anti-Masonic  flag  has  been  hauled  down. 

Vol.  3  of  the  Courier  closed  December  11th,  1833. 

Vol.  1  commenced  December  18th.  1833. 

Charles  Cleland,  editor  and  proprietor,  E.  1\  Gardiner,  printer. 

The  first  number  of  the  Democratic  Free  Press  and  Michigan  Intelli- 
gencer was  issued  on  Thursday  morning.  Ma}'  5th,  1831.  This  was  a 
weekly  paper,  published  by  Sheldon  McKnight.  Price,  |2.00  a  year  in 
advance. — oftice  on  the  corner  of  Bates  and  Woodbridge  streets'.  The 
name  of  the  editor  is  not  given.  Its  editorial  column  is  headed:  For 
President,  Andrew  Jackson. 

In  this  first  number  it  is  announced  that  the  Oakland  Chronicle  has 
been  discontinued,  and  the  printing  establishment  purchased  and  removed 
to  this  place,  the  publisher  would  respectfully  notify  the  patrons  of  the 
Chronicle  that  the  Democratic  Free  Press  will  be  sent  to  them  in  lieu 
thereof  until  the  end  of  the  year  for  which  they  subscribed,  unless  notice 
should  be  given  to  the  contrary.  This  is  in  conformity  with  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  the  late  proprietors  of  the  Chronicle. 

In  number  5,  vol.  1,  I  find  the  following: 

"The  proprietors  of  the  Democratic  Free  Press  have  employed  the  sab- 
sciiber  to  superintend  its  editorial  department.  Should  circumstances 
induce  him  to  relinquish  the  important  duties  which  he  has  as<«umed, 
notice  of  such  reliuciuishment  will  be  given. 

(Signed)  JOHN  P.  SHELDON." 

For  a  time  Mr.  Sheldon  resided  in  Oakland  county.  He  seems  to  have 
accompanied  the  Chronicle  from  Pontiac  to  Detroit. 

In  the  Free  Press  of  August  25th,  1831,  Sheldon  McKnight  says:  ''The 
continued  indisposition  of  the  editor  of  this  paper,  Mr.  John  P.  Sheldon, 
has  obliged  him  to  relinquish  his  duties  for  a  few  months  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  journey  to  the  south,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  thereby  partial 
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restoration  to  health.  In  the  mean  time  the  subscriber  will  be  responsi- 
ble for  all  orij^inal  articles  which  may  appear  in  the  Free  Press  unaccom- 
Ijauicil  by  the  name  ol'  its  writer.'' 

In  the  paper  of  the  22d  Dec,  1831,  is  the  following: 

"Notice. — All  persons  liaving  accounts  against  the  Democratic  Free 
I'ress,  or  who  are  indebted  to  said  Free  Press,  are  requested  to  present 
their  accounts  immediately,  the  notice  of  'John  K.  Williams,  chairman,' 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  The  late  proceedings  of  this  notorious 
General  render  it  necessary  that  the  concern  should  be  closed. 

(Signed)  "  S.  McKNIGHT, 

Fahlisher  of  the  Democmtir   Free  Press  and  Micfiiffan  Intelligence^'.^'' 

In  the  j)aper  of  the  same  date  the  publisher  says:  "Circumstances 
not  within  our  control  have,  within  tlie  last  week,  so  disarranged  our 
business  as  to  deny  us  the  opitortunity  of  bestowing  our  usual  attention 
to  the  editorial  department  of  our  paper.  It  is  needless  for  us  to  com- 
ment uiM)n  the  recent  transactions  of  the  persons  Who  attempted  to  take 
possession  of  our  oftice  on  Sunday  night  last.  The  public  will  award 
them  thrir  just  punishment." 

In  vol,  1,  number  :iG,  January  5th,  1832,  Charles  Cleland,  in  a  long  arti- 
cle, announces  himself  as  editor  of  the  Free  Press. 

February  9th,  1832,  is  this: 

"Notice. — The  subscriber  respectfully  informs  the  public  that  the  in- 
terest and  concern  recently  held  in  the  printing  ai)paratus  of  the  Free 
Press  office,  by  General  John  R.  Williams  and  Mr.  Joseph  Campau,  has 
been  transferred  to  other  hands;  and,  that  the  embarrassments  under 
which  this  esta])lishment  has  labored  for  several  months  past,  now  cease 
to  exist.  It  will  for  the  ftiture  be  printed  by  the  subscriber,  who  is  duly 
iiiid  Icgallv  authorized  to  manage  the  'fiscal  concerns'  of  the  same. 

SHELDON  Mcknight." 

N'ohuuc  1  of  the  Democratic  Free  Press  and  Michigan  Intelligencer 
rlo.sed  Thursday.  April  2()th,  1832. 

Number  1  of  volume  2  is  dated  Thursday  morning.  May  3d,  1832.  In 
this  number  Mr.  Charles  Cleland  says  he  will  discontinue  his  labors  a»: 
I'dilor  of  this  j)aper  after  the  i)resent  number,  etc. 

The  office  of  the  ]>aper  is  continued  at  the  corner  of  Bates  and  Wood- 
bi-idge  streets. 

In  the  i»ai)er  of  May  lOth,  1S:',2,  Mr.  Sheldon  makes  his  appearance  in 
the  following  notic<': 

"To  THE  PtHLic. — The  subscriber  has  resumed  at  the  request  of  his 
friends,  the  duties  incumbent  upon  the  conduct  of  a  'Democratic  Free 
Press.'  An  absence  of  eighteen  months  has  produced  no  alteration  in 
his  ]»olitical  sentiments,  and  those  of  his  fellow  citizens  who  feel  a  pride 
in  Iteing  ranked  with  the  democijicy  of  the  country,  will  tind  the  columns 
of  this  pa|»er  a  correct  medium  for  theii-  sentiments,  principles,  acts,  and 
intentions;  and  if  patronage  be  measured  out  or  restrained,  by  the  greater 
or  less  degree  of  fie(»doin  with  which  public  wrongs  may  be  pointed  out 
by  a  pul)lic  journal,  the  well  wishei-s  to  the  'Free  I'l-ess'  may  safely 
c(nmt  upon  a  continuance  (»f  its  j)resent  liberal  support. 

(Signed I  JOHN  P.  SHELDON." 

In  an  editorial  in  the  same  number,  Mr.  Sheldon,  in  s|)eaking  of  the  old 
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Gazette,  says:  "From  its  establishment  in  1817,  to  the  period  of  its  dv 
struction  by  fire,  in  1830,  with  the  exception  of  twelve  or  fourteen  months, 
the  present  editor  of  the  'Free  Press'  shared  the  responsibilities  of  its 
conduct,"  etc. 

Charles  Cleland,  the  late  editor,  advertises  as  counselor  and  attorney 
at  law,  oflSce  over  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank. 

November  28th,  1832.  The  office  of  the  Democratic  Free  Tress  is  re- 
moved to  the  third  story  of  the  new  brick  store,  nearly  o])posite  the  post- 
office.     Entrance,  front  door  of  the  center  of  the  building. 

November  28th,  1832.  The  paper  is  enlarged  and  the  name  changed 
from  "Democratic  Free  Press  and  Michigan  Intelligencer"  to  "Demo- 
cratic Free  Press."  Sheldon  ^[cKnight,  jjublisher,  and  John  P.  Sheldon^ 
editor.  It  is  now  issued  on  ^^'ednesday  instead  of  Thursday  as  hereto- 
fore. 

April  10th,  1833.  "The  subscriber  would  inform  the  public  that  his 
duties,  as  editor  of  the  Democratic  Free  Press,  will  cease  with  this  num- 
ber. He  feels  gratified  for  the  encouragement  which  his  friends  have 
given  him.  since  he  assumed  the  conduct  of  the  Free  Press,  and  the  great 
increase  of  its  patrons  during  the  iiast  year,  gives  rise  to  the  hopes  that 
his  labors  have  been  acceptable. 

(Signed,)  JOHN  P.  SHELDON." 

April  17th,  1833.  Mr.  McKnight  announces  that  he  is  responsible  for 
the  contents  of  the  columns  of  the  paper.  He  also  says,  in  the  same  num- 
ber : 

"The  Journal  asked.  Who  now  own  the  Free  Press? — and  we  promised 
to  our  readers  (not  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Journal  writers,  for  we  do 
not  think  they  are  in  their  proper  vocation  when  they  intermeddle  with 
our  private  affairs)  that  we  would  give  a  brief  history  of  the  establish- 
ment, rise  and  progress  of  this  Press. 

"At  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  in  the  election  of  1831,  the 
friends  of  the  administration  found  themselves  without  a  paper  in  this 
city  to  rebut  the  weekly  attacks  made  in  the  other  two  papers  then  pub- 
lished here.  Messrs.  John  R.  Williams,  Joseph  Campau,  Andrew  Mack. 
Thos.  C.  Sheldon,  John  P.  Sheldon,  James  Abbott^  H.  B.  Brevoort,  Garry 
Spencer,  N.  B.  Carpenter,  A.  D.  Fraser,  and  Charles  Whipple  purchased 
the  establishment  of  the  Oakland  Chronicle,  and  we  were  induced  to 
commence  the  publication  of  the  Free  Press  on  our  own  account,  and 
with  the  express  understanding  that  when  the  establishment  was  cleared 
of  its  debts,  it  should  be  absolutely  ours.  Subsequently  some  disagree- 
ment arose  between  the  publisher  and  a  few  of  those  who  had  advanced 
money  for  the  purchase  of  the  materials,  and  the  rights  of  all  the  others 
were  purchased  by  Thomas  C.  Sheldon  and  Colonel  Mack  and  the  pub 
lisher.  Were  we  blamable  in  this  proceeding, — in  availing  ourselves  of 
the  liberality  of  two  individuals,  the  one  a  relative  the  other  a  friend? 
Since  that  time  we  have  added  greatly  to  the  materials  of  the  establish- 
ment and  enlarged  our  paper;  the  consequence  is  that  it  has  become  a 
valuable  establishment;  and  when  we  were  enabled  to  collect  our  out- 
standing debts,  and  pay  over  the  money  advanced  and  the  liabilities  in- 
curred for  us  by  the  two  gentlemen  last  referred  to,  the  whole  concern 
will  be  absolutely  ours.  Until  that  time,  we  consider  tliat  those  who 
originally  purchased  the  materials  have  an  equitable  lien  upon  the  es- 
tablishment. 

"Some  of  our  readers  will  recollect  that  after  the  destruction  of  the 
Detroit  Gazette  by  fire,  the  publisher  of  this  paper  was  out  of  business, 
and  it  was  as  much  owing  to  his  solicitations  as  to  any  other  cause  that 
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sum*'  of  the  «^eulk*UK'ii  we  ha\e  named  took  an  interest  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Demociatie  Free  I'ress. 

"We  niijiht  retort  by  asking,-  some  questions  of  tlie  Journal  as  to  its 
first  establishment,  but  we  are  desirous  only  to  defend  ourselves  from  its 
char}j:e8  and  insinuation.'' 

\'olunie  -  of  the  Free  Tress  closed  on  Wednesday  ni(trnin<:.  April  J4th. 
1833. 

A'olume  '■>  bej;an  on  W  cdnestlay  morning,  .May  1st,  IS.'W.  and  closed  on 
Wednesday.  A]iril  I'L'd,  1831.     Sheldon  McKnight.  ediior  and  publisher. 

RECAPITULATION. 

The  first  newspaper  jjublished  in  Michigan  was  the  "Michigan  Essay, 
or  Impartial  Observer."  It  was  published  at  Detroit  by  James  M. 
Miller.  The  first  number  was  issued  August  31st,  1809.  I  cannot  say 
at  what  date  it  was  discontinued. 

The  second  was  the  "Detroit  Gazette,"  published  at  Detroit  by  Sheldon 
&  Keed.  The  first  number  was  issued  in  1817,  probably  in  July.  The 
office  was  destroyed  by  fire  April  2Gth,  1830.  The  paper  then  ceased  to 
exist. 

The  third  was  the  "Michigan  Herald,"  Henry  Chipman,  editor.  The 
Herald  was  established  in   182."),  and  discontinued  in  18-1!). 

The  fourth  was  the  "Northwestern  Journal."  This  paper  was  published 
at  Detroit  by  (leorge  L.  Whitney.  The  first  number  made  its  ajiiieaiance 
on  Friday  morning,  N(^vember  LMUh.  1821). 

The  fifth  was  the  "Western  Emigrant,"  published  at  Ann  Arbor  by 
Thomas  Simpson.  I  think  the  first  number  was  issued  in  December, 
1829. 

The  sixth  was  ihe  "Michigan  Iinjuirer,"  published  at  Monroe  by  John 
L.  Green.  The  prospectus  jjublished  in  the  Journal  of  Nov.  2(lth.  182!). 
says  the  Intjuirer  will  be  neatly  printed  on  a  suiier-royal  sheet,  the  first 
number  to  issue  in  Jun«'  next.* 

The  seventh  was  the  "Oakland  Chronicle, ""  publislied  at  Pontiac,  June 
1st,  1830,  by  Thomas  Simpson,  formerly  of  the  Western  Emigrant.  In 
April,  1831,  the  Chronicle  was  sold  to  jtarties  in  Detroit.  That  paper 
was  then  discontinued. 

I  do  not  know  which  of  these  two  last  mentioned  papers  claim  priority 
with  regard  to  date  of  issui'.  I  think  they  bolii  made  their  appearance 
at  about  the  same  time.  Perhaps  our  ancient  an<l  genial  friend,  Ed. 
Morton  of  M(jnroe,  <an  answer  the  question. 

On  the  lyth  of  February,  1830,  a  temperance  society  was  organized 
under  the  name  of  tlie  Detroit  Association  Un-  the  Suppression  of  In- 
temperance. A  r«'solulion  was  adopted  to  have  tin-  proceedings  pub 
lished  in  the  four  newspapeis  of  this  Teri'ilory. 

Those  four  papers  must  iiave  been  the  Detroit  Ga/elte.  and  the  North- 
western Journal,  of  Detroit,  and  the  Western  Emigrant,  of  Ann  Arbor. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  other  |»apei'  that  was  published  in  .Midiigan  at  thai 
date,  but  as  the  prospectus  was  out  for  the  Michigan  hninirer  to  be 
published  in  the  next  June,  that  may  be  the  paper  inlende«l  for  the  fourlh. 

•SInco  thiB  papfT  waH  read  before  the  Pioneer  Society.  T  have  been  Informed  by  an 
article  In  the  Monroe  Monitor,  of  December  24th,  187.1,  that  the  Monroe  Inrjulrcr.  by  John 
L..  Oreen,  anrl  mentioned  above  as  the  j^lxth  paper  imlillshed  In  Miclilfran.  wa.s  nc-ver 
iHHued,  but  that  a  paper  wa8  commenced  In  Monroe  In  1S2.'.,  by  lOdward  D.  lOlll.x.  and  called 
the  "MIchJKan  Sentinel."  It  waw  a  Hmall  paper,  ami  was  mostly  tilled  with  acts  of  the 
old  'r<rrltoriul  Council  ami  ia\v.«  of  ronpresn.    This  was  probably  the  fourth  paper. 
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The  Michigan  Essay,  and  the  Michigan  Herald  had  then  passed  out  of 
existence. 

The  eighth  was  the  ''Detroit  Courier."  The  first  number  of  this  paper 
was  issued  December  23d,  1830. 

The  ninth  was  the  ''Democratic  Free  Press  and  Michigan  Intelli- 
gencer."    The  first  number  was  issued  Maj  5th,  1831. 

The  next  paper  in  Monroe  was  started  in  1834  by  E.  (t.  Morton,  now 
of  the  Monroe  Monitor,  and  called  the  "Monroe  Journal  and  Michigan 
Inquirer."  The  office  was  sold  the  same  rear  to  start  what  was  called 
at  the  time  the  first  paper  in  Pontiac,  and,  as  a  printer,  Mr.  Morton 
went  to  that  place  with  E.  J.  Van  Buren  to  assist  him  in  arranging 
the  office  and  commencing  the  paper.  This  article  in  the  Monitor  also 
says:  ''In  the  autumn  of  that  year,  we  believe  the  Adrian  Watchtower 
was  commenced  by  Mr.  Ingalls;  but  we  very  much  doubt  whether,  in 
the  spring  of  1834,  there  was  a  paper  in  the  Territory  except  in  Detroit 
and  Monroe." 

March  31st,  1874.  To-day  I  saw  a  bound  file  of  the  Michigan  Herald. 
No.  1  of  vol.  1  was  issued  May  10th,  1825.  The  last  number  in  this  file 
is  dated  August  29th,  1827,  and  is  vol.  3.  In  this  paper,  under  date  of 
May  17th,  1825,  E.  D.  Ellis  announces  that  he  is  about  to  commence  the 
publication,  at  Monroe,  of  a  paper  to  be  called  the  Michigan  Sentinel, 
and  subsequently  the  receipt  of  the  first  copy  of  that  paper  is  acknow- 
ledged.    In  the  Herald  of  Nov.  22d,  1825,  is  the  following  advertisement: 

"The  Michigan  Sentinel. — The  undersigned,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  this  paper,  respectfully  suggests  to  merchants  and  others  the  propriety 
of  extending  to  said  establishment  advertising  and  other  patronage.  As 
the  Sentinel  has  a  considerable  circulation  in  Monroe  and  Wayne 
counties,  advertising  patrons  would  have  the  advantage  of  its  extension 
into  both  of  these  counties,  and  likewise  into  the  counties  of  Lenawee  and 
Oakland.  It  is  hoped  that  the  independent  principles  upon  which  this 
press  has  been  established,  and  upon  which  alone  it  will  ever  depend  for 
support,  will  insure. to  this  establishment  a  moderate  share  of  business. 

E.  D.  ELLIS." 

"Xov.  22d.  1825." 


OBSERVATIONS   AND   EXPERIENCES   IN   MICHIGAN  FORTY  YEARS   AGO. 

BY   REV.    O.    C.    THOMPSON. 
READ  BEFORE  THE  DETROIT  PIONEER  SOCIFJTY,  JANI'ARY  13TH.  1873. 

Among  the  passengers  who  came  ashore  at  Detroit  from  the  steamer 
Henry  Clay,  in  the  month  of  August,  1831,  was  the  writer  of  this  paper, 
then  a  young  man  direct  from  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  bearing 
a  commission  from  one  of  the  national  benevolent  societies  to  labor  in 
the  new  Territory  of  Michigan.  Detroit,  though  called  a  city  at  that 
time,  contained  only  three  thousand  inhabitants.  The  capitol  of  the 
Territory  was  built  and  stood  far  out  on  the  commons  away  from  the 
business  and  dwellings  of  the  embryo  city.  Jefferson  avenue,  the  prin- 
cipal street,  was  open  as  far  up  the  river  as  the  residence  of  C.  C.  Trow- 
bridge, and  as  far  down  the  river  as  Cass  street,  where  the  Mansion 
House  then  stood  on  a  bluff  high  above  the  river.  It  was  a  first  class 
house  for  the  times.  Beyond  these  points  the  road  meandered  along  the 
shore.  * 
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The  hotels  of  the  city  were  the  Mansion  Ilonse.  which  was  tlie  most 
fasliionable;  the  Steamboat  Hotel,  the  most  poijular.  and  the  Kagle  Hotel, 
the  most  accessible.  -Besides  these  there  were  a  few  smaller  taverns;  one 
on  the  road  to  Poutiae  stood  where  the  Pnrdy  Honse  now  stands.  The 
remains  of  the  old  fort  were  still  standing  on  Fort  street. 

Of  all  that  which  then  made  np  Detroit,  either  in  persons  or  buildingis, 
little  now  remains.  The  men  whose  faces  were  familiar  on  the  street 
have  mostly  disappeared.  Standin*;  now  on  the  corner  of  .Telferson  and 
Woodward  avennes  you  can  see  nothing  that  one  saw  then  save  the  sky 
overhead,  the  river  in  front  of  the  city,  and  Joseph  Campau's  house.  On 
the  corner  where  King's  clothing  store  now  stands  (southeast  corner  of 
Jetferson  and  Woodward  aventies)  there  was  a  one  story  wood  building 
with  two  round  i)illars  snjiporting  the  end  of  the  roof,  forming  a  porch. 
The  building  was  occu|>ied  as  a  drinking  saloon.  On  the  corner  below 
this  stood  a  story  and  a  half  saddleback  woodcMi  building  in  which  a  Mr. 
Gray  kept  the  best  assortment  of  dry  goods  in  the  city.  His  principal 
clerk,  Mr.  Lewis,  is  still  seen  among  us.  A  little  incident  that  sej'ves  to 
illustrate  the  extent  of  trade  in  dry  goods  at  that  time  is  this:  A  man 
entered  the  store  to  purchase  cloth  for  a  coat:  he  found  a  piece  that  suited 
him  and  ordered  it  cut  off.  As  the  shears  were  being  a]»])lied  he  said, 
*'Stoi»,  ^[r.  Gray.  I  will  take  two  patterns."  *'No,"  said  Mr.  ( uay,  **it, 
would  break  our  assortment.'' 

The  city  market  house  stood  in  the  middle  of  Woodward  Avenue  South 
of  Jetferson  Avenue.  In  this  market  the  French  language  was  vernacular. 

On  the  northeast  corner  of  these  avenues  stood  the  best  mercantile 
building  in  the  city,  viz.:  Smart's  two  story  brick  block.  The  Bank  of 
Michigan,  E.  I'.  Hastings,  rresident,  and  C  C  Trowbridge.  Cashier,  stood 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  Jetferson  Avenue  and  liandolph  street.  H 
was  a  one-story,  four-roof  brick  building. 

The  v.riter  of  this  pap<*r  went  on  board  the  steamer  Argo  one  morning 
bound  for  Fort  Gratiot.  This  boat  was  a  novelty  in  the  way  of  steam- 
boats, at  least  it  would  be  so  now  in  the  eyes  of  a  ship-carpenter.  It  was 
literally  what  is  called  a  dugout.  It  was  made  of  two  logs  put  together 
in  the  form  of  a  large  canoe,  decked  over,  and  on  this  ]ilatform  was  placed 
a  cabin  and  the  engine.  On  tlie  morning  referred  to  we  passed  success- 
fully otil  onto  Lake  St.  Clair,  btit  before  we  reached  the  flats  a  mu-fh  wind 
of  moderate  velocity  admonished  Captain  Burtis  that  he  could  go  no 
fartlier  in  that  direction,  so  the  vessel  returned  to  the  city.  That  year, 
1831.  the  steamboat  General  Gratiot  came  onto  this  route,  running  from 
Detroit  to  Black  Biver  and  to  Maumee.  Tliere  was  no  Toledo  or  Port 
Huron  at  that  time.  The  General  Gratiot  was  commanded  by  Cai)taiu 
Arthur  Edwards:  with  him  I  went  to  Black  Biver.  where  the  steamer 
arrived  some  time  in  the  night.  The  passengers  were  hurried  ashore 
about  daylight  and  the  boat  left  f<n-  Detroit.  I  cast  about  for  shelter 
and  breakfast.  I  could  see  no  other  shelter  than  two  log  houses:  into 
one  of  these  I  made  my  way  and  found  five  or  six  shingle  weavers  doing 
ample  justice  to  pork  and  potatoes;  they  invited  me  to  share  with  them. 
They  were  jiractically  illustrating  "men's  rights"  to  do  and  live  in- 
<lependent  of  all  woman  kind,  .\fter  spending  a  week  at  I'oii  Cratiot  I 
came  down  the  river  as  far  as  the  county  seat  of  St.  Claii-  c(uinty  on  font. 
It  was  then  called  J'almer;  at  this  village  there  was  a  court  lions.-,  and  a 
few  dwellings;  here  I  took  passage  on  board  of  a  schooner  from  Mackinaw 
Ixnind  for  Detroit.      I'l Detroit   I  went  out  in  eveiv  direction,  visiting 
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all  parts  of  the  Territory  then  inhabited,  visiting  every  neighborhood  and 
entering  almost  every  dwelling.  The  hospitality  and  good  cheer  of  those 
pioneer  families  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  writer.  The  house  of  S. 
V.  B.  Trowbridge  of  Oakland  county  will  serve  as  an  illustration. 

A  few  settlements  had  been  made  on  the  prairies  in  the  western  part 
of  the  Territory;  these  must  needs  be  visited  to  fulfill  the  end  of  my 
mission,  so,  late  in  the  autumn,  I  found  myself  at  Jackson  on  my  western 
tour.  Jackson  was  then  only  an  apology  for  a  village;  it  w^as  the  end  of 
the  road  in  that  direction.  The  marshes  and  streams  being  unbridged. 
and  the  causeways  afloat,  my  horse,  foundering  through  these,  had  become 
discouraged  and  obstinate,  so  that  on  nearing  Sandstone,  west  of  Jackson, 
he  utterly  refused  to  plunge  down  the  steep  banks  of  that  stream.  Here 
I  found  a  gentleman  traveling  west  who  was  in  the  same  predicament  with 
myself.  No  amount  of  coaxing  or  compulsion  could  induce  either  of  our 
horses  to  take  the  cold  bath,  so  we  resorted  to  strategy;  he  led  his  horse 
close  alongside  of  the  bank  of  the  stream,  w^hen  we  both,  on  the  land  side, 
suddenly  pushed  him  over  the  bank;  the  rider  jumped  into  the  saddle  and 
was  soon  on  the  other  side.  But  alas  for  the  narrator  of  this  story!  he 
tried  to  do  the  same  to  his  horse,  but  the  horse  was  too  spry  for  him 
every  time^  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Jackson,  leave  his  horse  there, 
and  undertake  the  journey  on  foot,  w^hich  proved  to  be  a  tramp  of  two 
hundred  miles.  When  approaching  the  log  tavern  that  morning,  a  com- 
pany of  Indians  were  gathered  about  the  premises,  and  being  somewhat 
the  worse  for  liquor,  they  had  been  excluded  from  the  house,  and  therefore 
did  not  feel  very  amiable.  One  of  the  number  resting  his  gun  on  the  back 
of  his  pony  took  aim  at  me  and  snapped  his  gun;  fortunately  it  missed 
fire.  I  heard  the  click  of  the  lock  as  I  was  pounding  at  the  bar-room 
door  for  admittance;  the  landlord  perceiving  my  condition  came  to  my 
rescue.  West  of  Jackson  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  distinguish  the 
main  road  from  the  Indians  trails  and  the  paths  of  the  new^  settlers.  I 
became  lost  in  the  openings,  and  was  obliged  to  make  my  dinner  that  day 
on  raw  turnips  which  I  found  growing  on  a  deserted  homestead.  Late  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  second  day's  tramp  I  entered  a  ten  miles  woods, 
beyond  w^hich  I  was  told  I  w-ould  find  accommodations  for  travelers.  The 
sky  w^as  overcas^  with  clouds  and  the  rain  began  to  fall  before  I  had  half 
accomplished  my  task;  the  night  set  in  fearfully  dark  and  gloomy,  and  the 
stillness  was  broken  only  by  the  howling  of  wolves.  I  began  to  feel  that 
my  situation  was  anything  but  pleasant  and  might  be  sadly  disastrous, 
so  I  quickened  my  steps;  just  then  the  noise  of  wagons  and  teamsters  on 
the  road  before  me  was  a  glad  and  welcome  sound.  As  I  came  up  with 
the  teams  I  found  there  were  several  families  of  immigrants  benighted 
like  myself,  and  all  bonnd  for  that  same  house  of  entertainment  beyond 
the  woods.  Among  these  immigrants  was  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Pierce  and 
family;  his  wife,  whom  he  had  recently  married,  a  highly  intelligent  lady 
from  a  w^ealthy  family  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  sitting  in  her  silks, 
in  an  open  ox  wagon,  drenched  to  the  skin  with  the  falling  rain.  Misery 
sometimes  loves  company,  and  I  took  such  a  liking  to  that  company  that 
dark  night  that  I  determined  not  to  leave  them.  The  road  was  bad,  and 
it  seemed  to  me  that  oxen  never  went  so  slow^  before.  Late  in  the  evening 
we  saw  the  light  of  the  long-looked-for-tavern  as  it  shone  through  the 
chinks  of  the  logs,  a  sight  most  welcome  to  us  all.  Our  caravan  halted 
before  the  door, — only  there  was  no  door  there,  a  blanket  being  where  the 
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door  should  be.  The  shanty  was  only  partly  eoverod  with  shakj*s;  the 
rain  was  pourijiji  in  at  one  end,  and  a  cook-stove  stood  on  the  «;roiind  in 
the  middle.  The  stove  was  soon  jnit  in  re(inisition.  and  the  coarse  fare 
was  a  great  relief  to  us  weary  and  luingry  mortals.  After  supper  we 
jMcjKired  to  letirc  for  the  night,  but  where  to  retire  t(>  was  the  (luestion; 
if  there  had  been  a  cellar  or  a  garret  we  might  have  retired,  and  either 
w(»iild  have  atforded  sonu-  leiief.  Some  of  the  women  of  the  company 
])acUed  themselves  away  on  the  only  bedstead,  others  under  it  on  the 
ground,  their  husbands  next,  and  the  rest  of  us  occupying  a  little  more 
than  the  remainder  of  the  dry  ground  in  the  shanty.  Sleep  soon  came 
to  the  relief  of  the  weary  bodies, — at  least  it  was  so  with  one  of  the  num- 
ber. The  morning  came,  a  dark,  ghumiy  morning;  the  lain  was  still  fall- 
ing, sd  we  made  anuiher  re»|uisition  on  the  potato  jiile  and  the  pork  barrel, 
after  which  Mrs.  IMeice  sang  so  beautifully  as  few  persons  can  sing, 
"Home,  Sweet  Home.'"  then  turned  her  face  to  the  wall  and  wept.  Poor 
woman,  the  next  summer  she  fell  a  victim  to  the  cholera.  In  the  course 
of  the  forenoon  another  adventure  impressed  itself  upon  my  mind.  I 
undertook  to  put  <ni  my  boots,  which  the  good  woman  of  the  house  had 
jilaced  near  the  stove  the  evening  bef(U-e.  and  the  more  I  tried  the  further 
I  seemed  to  be  friuii  the  accomplishnienl  of  my  object.  Either  my  feet  had 
swollen  from  the  severe  hardships  to  which  they  had  been  sul»jecled  the 
day  previous,  or  my  boots  had  slirnnk,  or  both,  and  1  was  attempting  an 
impossibility.  I  pulled  at  the  strai)S  until  my  tingers  had  no  strength  left 
in  them.  In  my  grief  I  cried  out.  What  can  I  do?  I  was  fifty  miles 
from  a  slmemaker  or  any  jjlace  where  I  could  provide  for  my  understand- 
ing. Anuuig  the  com]tany  there  chanced  to  be  a  genius;  he  advised  me 
to  take  s(»me  of  the  fat  that  was  fried  out  of  the  i)ork  and  with  it 
thoroughly  baste  the  heel  of  my  stocking  and  the  inside  of  my  boot.  This 
was  a  success;  in  went  my  foot  and  on  went  my  bo(»t  That  day  we  reached 
Marshall,  consisting  then  of  one  log  house  and  another  in  the  i)rocess  of 
erection;  a  f<'W  immigrants  had  jilanted  themselves  on  the  beautiful  and 
fertile  lands  in  that  vicinity.  The  next  day  being  the  Sabbath,  we  had 
public  worship;  a  young  Methodist  clergyumn  by  the  name  of  Pilcher 
preached  in  the  morning,  and  the  liev.  .1.  I).  Pierce,  one  of  our  company, 
in  the  afternoon.  These  meetings  were  lield  in  llie  untiuished  log  house 
of  Mi.  Sidney  Ketchnm. 

On  .Monday  morning,  1  resunu'd  my  journey  on  foot  and  alone  and 
bef(u-e  breakfast  reach<*d  liattle  Creek,  without  passing  a  house  or  seeing 
a  person  on  the  way.  The  creek  was  then  as  now,  only  larger,  but  the 
beiiutiful  town  that  now  occupies  the  site  was  tlu'U  iioii  rst.  One  single 
log  house,  in  the  process  (»f  being  built  by  a  .Mr.  Stoddard,  marked  the  spot 
of  the  future  town,  aiul  here  I  look  breakfast  befoi'e  crossing  the  river. 
It  is  .said  that  a  bath  immediately  after  eating  is  unhealthy.  I  do  not 
know  about  that,  but  I  kiH»w  I  took  a  bath  lliat  morning  after  eating, 
and  I  have  lived  nntre  than  forty  years  sin<'e.  The  stream  was  swollen 
by  the  rec<*nt  ?ains  to  full  banks.  No  bridge,  no  boat,  and  the  stream  too 
deep  in  uKtst  jdaces  to  ford,  and  the  icicles  wer-e  hanging  from  the  bushes 
on  ilie  liiinks.  Mr-.  Stoddard  pointed  curt  to  me  the  shallowest  spot  and 
the  (Mily  lording  pla«e.  so  ludding  my  clothes  high  oxer-  my  head  with  both 
hands  I  \\;ided  chin  deep  tn  the  (dher-  sh(»re  where  I  hastily  made  nry  toilet 
and  pursued  my  joirrriey.  That  afterruxur  my  eyes  wer-e  gladdened  Ity  the 
first  sight  of  a  prairie  in  its  native  wildness.  The  sky  was  clear-  ami  the 
sun  just   setting  as   I  emerged  from  ;i  thick  for-est  and  c;ime  all  at  once 
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upon  Gull  Prairie;  a  gentle  breeze  was  swaying  the  tall  grass  to  and  fro, 
and  the  scene  was  more  than  beautiful,  it  was  sublime.  I  sought  and 
found  the  residence  of  an  old  acquaintance,  Mr.  John  Barnes,  who  was 
then  unyoking  his  oxen,  having  just  returned  with  his  family  from  meet- 
ing. If  I  were  to  ask  the  reader  of  this,  how  far  think  you  they  had 
traveled  to  enjoy  a  religious  meeting,  I  think  it  doubtful  whether  you 
would  guess  the  distance  within  many  miles.  The  fact  was,  they  had  be- 
come so  hungry  for  the  word  of  life  and  the  forms  of  religious  worship 
that  they  had  been  to  Edwards'  Prairie,  sixty  miles,  with  an  ox  team,  to 
enjoy  a  single  sermon  and'  a  Sabbath  worship  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Luther  Humphrey,  a  brother  of  the  president  of  Amherst  College,  Mass. ; 
he  was  then  located  at  that  place.  It  had  taken  them  more  than  a  week 
to  go  and  return,  yet  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  said  they  were  well  paid  for 
their  trouble.  Surely,  there  is  a  great  difference  between  them  and  multi- 
tudes here,  as  to  the  importance  of  religious  worship,  and  the  propriety  of 
giving  personal  attention  to  it.  At  Gull  Prairie  I  found  a  college  chum 
who  graduated  at  the  W.  R.  College  the  year  after  myself.  Instead  of  dig- 
ging out  the  roots  of  Greek  verbs,  he  was  digging  out  the  tough  roots  of 
the  prairie  grass  and  preparing  himself  a  farm.  Such  men  as  these  helped 
to  make  Michigan  what  she  is,  one  of  the  best  states  in  the  Union.  From 
this  point  I  went  south  to  Kalamazoo,  where  I  found  one  log  house,  and 
that  was  covered  with  bark.  It  was  a  house  of  entertainment,  of  course, 
and  kept  by  Mr.  Bronson;  he  had  just  fed  a  Baptist  minister  who  was 
swinging  himself  into  his  saddle  as  I  came  up,  he  bowed  to  the  landlord 
(who,  by  the  way,  was  called  a  pretty  hard  man),  and  said,  "Mr.  Bronson, 
I  wish  you  would  treat  my  Master  as  well  as  you  have  treated  me,"  and 
rode  away.  I  admired  the  form  of  that  expression,  but  then  thought  of 
the  Master's  version  of  giving  a  cup  of  water,  and  put  the  act  down  to  the 
credit  of  Mr.  Bronson,  especially  as  he  treated  me  in  the  same  generous 
manner.  That  afternoon  as  I  was  passing  down  the  Kalamazoo  river  I 
gave  to  a  little  girl,  who  was  at  play  in  front  of  a  rude  shanty,  some  relig- 
ious tracts  to  take  into  the  house.  I  had  passed  on  a  mile  or  more  when 
I  heard  a  noise  behind  me,  and  turning  around  I  saw  a  man  running  after 
me,  his  hair  was  long  and  disheveled  and  flying  in  the  wind.  I  immedi- 
ately conjured  up  all  the  cases  of  which  I  had  heard  where  persons  had 
been  offended  at  the  leaving  of  religious  tracts  or  books  where  such 
things  were  not  acceptable,  and  concluded  that  I  had  got  myself  into 
trouble.  My  first  inclination  was  to  run,  but  I  thought  again  and  decided 
that  he  could  outrun  me  and  it  would  be  better  to  face  the  difficulty  as 
best  I  could.  When  within  hearing  distance,  he  inquired,  ''Have  you'any 
more  of  those  good  books?  Oh,  they  were  so  good;  I  have  been  here  Three 
years,  and  in  all  that  time  I  have  not  heard  any  prea-ching.  I  have  no 
books,  and  when  my  little  girl  came  in  with  those  you  gave  her,  it  did 
seem  that  I  must  have  more  of  them  if  I  could  get  them."  I  gave  him  all 
I  had  with  me,  feeling  that  I  would  be  willing  to  take  a  sound  thrashing 
from  some  other  one  for  the  joy  of  giving  to  so  hungry  a  man  the  bread  of 
life.  After  visiting  Edwards'  Prairie,  White  Pigeon,  Sturgis,  Cold  water, 
&c.,  &c.,  I  returned  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  I  found  the  skin  and  bones  of 
my  horse,  notwithstanding  the  large  sum  I  had  paid  the  Jackson  landlord 
for  his  keeping.  Here  I  put  myself  into  the  saddle  and  started  for  De- 
troit. The  roads  were  very  bad,  but  by  diligent  effort  I  reached  Spring- 
wells  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  where  I  was  informed  that  the  mud- 
holes  were  too  numerous  and  too  deep  to  be  passed  through  in  the  night, 
51 
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SO  1  remained  there  that  night  and  towards  noon  of  the  third  day  from 
Ann  Arbor  I  reached  the  hospitable  residence  of  E.  P.  Hastings,  my 
Detroit  home. 

When  the  winter  had  fully  set  in  I  returned  to  Ohio,  and  came  back  to 
Detroit  the  next  spring  and  worked  specially  for  Sabbath  schools  supply- 
ing them  with  libraries,  etc.,  etc.  This  was  in  1832.  Immigrants  were 
then  pouring  into  the  Territory  in  large  numbers.  It  was  safe  to  estab- 
lish a  Sabbath  school  anywhere,  for  it  would  surely  increase  in  numbers 
from  the  families  of  the  new  settlers.  To  a  large  extent  these  schools 
have  been  a  source  of  good  wherever  they  were  established. 

In  the  autumn  of  18:{2  I  accepted  the  appointment  of  principal  in  the 
Academy  at  Ann  Arbor.  This,  so  far  as  I  know,  was  the  only  institution 
of  learning  in  the  Territory  of  a  higher  grade  than  the  comuion  scIukjI. 
There  had  been  a  higher  school  in  Detroit,  kept  in  what  was  known  as  thr 
University  building,  but  I  think  it  was  not  in  operation  at  the  time  of 
which  I  speak.  At  all  events,  some  of  my  best  scholars  in  Ann  Arbor 
Academy  were  from  Detroit.  Among  the  number  were  Samuel  Wood- 
worth,  son  of  Benjamin  Wood  worth  who  kept  the  Steamboat  Hotel;  Will- 
iaui  \\'(Ki(lbridge,  whose  father  was  afterward  Governor  of  the  Territory, 
and  William  Tciu-yck,  son  of  Coniad  Teneyck.  There  were  one  hundred 
pujtils  ill  that  sciiool  that  winter.  This  institution,  humble  as  it  was,  was 
the  beginning  of  better  things  in  education  in  Michigan,  especially  in  Ann 
Arbor.  As  the  water-spring,  bursting  from  the  mountain  side,  forms  a 
rivulet  flowing  to  the  plain,  and  onward  to  the  ocean,  marking  the  origin 
and  the  course  of  the  river,  so  the  Ann  Arbor  Academy  stands  related 
to  the  University  of  Michigan,  which  I  think  is  the  best  University  in  the 
nation.  A  few  years  after  that  Academy  was  established  it  took  the  form 
of  a  manual  labor  institute,  and  when  the  (luestion  was  agitated,  "Where 
shall  the  University  be  located?"  I  think  the  claims  of  Ann  Arbor  were 
respected  on  account  of  the  advanced  standing  of  her  school  privileges; 
so  our  humble  Academy  was  not  built  in  vain. 

The  ])lace  where  the  I^niversity  now  stands  was  most  beautiful  when 
in  a  state  of  nature.  The  writer  of  this  jiajter  well  remcmbci-s,  forty  years 
ago,  wandciing  through  the  oak  arbor  covering  that  table  land  on  which 
the  University  is  located.  It  was  called  Ann's  Arbor,  in  compliment  to 
an  excellent  woman,  the  wife  of  John  Allen,  one  of  the  tirst  settlers  of 
the  place,  whose  name  was  Ann. 

The  nationality  of  the  ]tioneers  of  Michigan  were  mostly  of  two  kinds, 
viz.:  ('an;idiau  French,  and  immigrants  from  the  State  of  New  York  and 
northern  r)hio.  The  first  chiss  wer«' all  found  on  the  front.  occu]iying  the 
shoi-e  of  the  hikes  and  rivers  which  divided  Michigiin  from  Canada.  They 
all  sjtoke  the  French  huiguage,  ;in(l  in  some  neighborhoods,  at  the  time  of 
which  I  speak,  it  was  imjtossible  to  hnd  a  person  who  could  speak  or 
understand  any  other  language.  Their  religion  was  universally  Kcman 
Catholic,  as  was  their  fathers'  who  dwelt  here  before  them. 

The  other  class  were  immigrants,  of  (piite  recent  date  from  the  States  of 
New  York  and  Oliio;  and  nearly  ail  of  lhe.se  were  of  the  second  remove 
from  the  ^'ankee  land,  liieir  fathers  having  come  from  New  Knghmd  to 
those  Slates  seeking  :i  liome  for  t  liemselves,  as  these  families,  their  de- 
scendants, were  then  doing  in  Michigan.  These  immigrants  located  in  the 
interior  of  the  Territory,  quite  across  the  whole  southern  portion  of  the 
peninstila,  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  immediately  commenced 
clearing  the  land  in  good  eainesl.  building  mills,  locating  villages  and 


REPORTS     OF    COUXTIES,    ETC.  401 

cities,  and  having  an  eve  to  malviug  money,  as  well  as  to  provide  for  home 
and  the  commonwealth.  All  these  were  Protestants,  and  mostly  of  three 
denominations,  viz.:  Presbyterian,  Baptist,  and  Methodist.  The  Congre- 
gationalists  were  included  in  the  Presbyterian  denomination  on  the  plan 
of  the  union  of  1801,  and  continued  so  for  eight  or  ten  years  after  this 
time.  It  was  thought  that  Congregationalism  would  not  thrive  west  of 
the  Hudson  river,  and  Congregationalists  consented  to  this  until  about 
1840,  when  her  friends  commenced  rallying  around  their  own  standard  in 
all  the  Western  States.  At  the  time  of  which  I  am  speaking,  viz. :  forty 
years  ago,  these  three  denominations  maintained  public  worship  in  De- 
troit, as  did  also  the  Episcopalians.  The  Presbyterians  worshipped  in  a 
wooden  church,  of  respectable  dimensions  and  appearances,  that  stood 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  Woodward  avenue  and  Larned  street.  This 
was  the  first  Protestant  religious  society  organized  in  Detroit,  and  it 
bears  that  name  to  the  present  time.  The  Rev.  N.  M.  Wells  was  then  the 
pastor.  In  the  rear  of  this  church  edifice  was  the  principal  Protestant 
cemetery  of  the  city;  it  was  removed  at  about  this  time  to  Gratiot  street, 
near  the  present  site  of  the  county  jail.  Just  north  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  stood  the  Episcopal  church,  a  brick  edifice,  and  almost  the  only 
worshiping  assembly  of  that  denomination  in  the  Territory.  Away  out, 
in  a  northerly  direction,  stood  the  Methodist  church,  a  brick  building  of 
no  mean  dimensions  for  the  time.  This  building  stood  about  as  far  east 
of  Woodward  avenue  as  the  capitol  was  west  of  it.  The  Methodists  were 
not  then  fully  organized  in  the  Territory,  but  were  attached  to  the  Ohio 
Conference,  where  all  the  ministers  went  every  year  to  receive  their  ap- 
pointments to  their  several  fields  of  labor. 

The  Baptists  of  the  city  worshiped  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Fort 
and  Griswold  streets,  in  a  small  wooden  building.  Here  I  attended  church 
the  first  Sabbath  I  spent  in  Michigan.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Goodman  was  the 
pastor.     The  name  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational  ministers  then 

officiating  in  the  Territory  were  Rev.  N.  M.  Wells,  in  Detroit;  Rev. 

Warner,  in  Monroe;  Rev.  Ira  M.  Weed,  in  Ypsilanti;  Rev.  John  Beach,  in 
Ann  Arbor;  Rev.  C.  G.  Clark,  in  Dexter;  Rev.  Luther  Humphrey,  in  Ed- 
wards' Prairie;  Rev. Bridgeman,  in  Northville;  Rev. Prince, 

in  Farmington;  Rev.  Reuben  Armstrong,  in  Nankin;  Rev. Horner, 

in  Auburn;  Rev.  Luther  Shaw,  in  Romeo;  Rev.  ''Father"  Ruggles,  in 
Pontiac;  Rev.  J.  D.  Pierce,  in  Marshall. 

There  were  about  the  same  number  of  Baptist  and  Methodist  ministers 
in  the  Territory  at  this  time,  but  I  am  not  able  to  give  the  names  of  many 
of  them.  Rev.  Mr.  Booth  ministered  to  the  Baptist  church  in  Troy,  Oak- 
land county.  .  He  was  a  well-informed  and  worthy  minister.  Rev.  Mr. 
Tripp  lived  at  Franklin;  he  was  a  man  of  strength,  and  noted  for  his  anti- 
slavery  zeal  and  labors.  Rev.  E.  H.  Pilcher  supplied  the  churches  of  his 
denomination  in  the  southern  and  western  parts  of  the  Territory.  All 
these  itinerated  largely  in  the  neighborhoods  where  they  lived,  preaching 
in  school  houses  and  private  dwellings;  the  Lord  greatly  blessed  their 
labors,  not  only  in  gathering  the  scattered  Christians  into  churches,  but 
also  in  the  conversion  of  very  many  who  had  hitherto  neglected  the  great 
salvation  under  far  better  opportunities  for  obtaining  and  enjoying  it. 
Protracted  meetings  were  very  common  in  the  Territory  in  1831  and  1832; 
they  were  held  in  barns  and  groves  for  the  want  of  church  buildings.  The 
people  did  not  feel  it  a  hardship  then  to  leave  their  work,  though  it  was 
very  pressing  in  those  early  days,  and  spend  days  and  even  weeks  in  holy 
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cuiivocatioii.  Tlu'  powtM-  of  the  Most  High  rested  down  iipou  thest'  <;athei'- 
iiifjs  often  in  a  most  remarkable  manner,  and  jjreat  numbers  turned  unto 
the  Lord.  This  was  at  the  time  of  the  j;reat  revival  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  in  other  jiarts  of  this  country. 

There  were  then  verv  few  court  houses  in  the  Territory;  so  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  Wayne,  Oakland.  .Macomb,  St.  Clair,  Monroe,  and  Washtenaw 
counties  were  all  that  could  boast  of  houses  dedicated  to  justice.  In  most 
of  these  the  county  jail  was  a  part  of  the  same  building,  and,  except  in 
Detroit,  the  court  room  was  occupied  for  all  sorts  of  public  gatherings, 
religious.  ])olitical,  literary,  scientific,  and  social.  The  same  was  true  of 
the  school  houses  in  the  Territory. 

Extensive  fires  were  but  little  known  in  those  days,  and  tlicic  were  but 
few  insurance  c(unpanies.  The  means  jtrovided  for  extinguisliing  fires  in 
Detroit  were  leather  buckets,  which  every  householder  was  expected  and 
even  recpiired  to  provide  and  keej)  hung  up  in  some  conspicuous  and  ac- 
cessible jjlace  in  his  house,  usually  in  the  front  hall.  When  a  fire  occurred 
it  was  expected  that  every  able-bodied  man  would  at  once  repair  to  the 
scene  and  place  himself  in  one  of  two  lines  of  men  reaching  from  the 
burning  building  to  the  river;  down  one  line  the  empty  buckets  would  go, 
and  up  the  other  the  full  ones  to  be  handh^l  by  the  exjxMts  eithei"  in  tilling 
the  engines  or  jiouring  the  water  directly  upon  the  tire.  I  have  left  my 
bed  many  a  night  to  perform  this  service;  none  were  exemi)t;  Father 
Richard  rarely  ever  failed  of  being  in  the  ranks.  What  a  farce,  you 
say.  in  extinguishing  fires  in  a  city  in  that  way.  Not  quite  so  fast,  my 
friend.  I  am  compelled  to  rejdy,  it  did  oftentimes  do  very  good  execution. 
In  the  interior  of  the  Territoiy  not  even  this  was  proviih'd.  and  some- 
tim«'s  for  the  want  of  it  a  contlagration  would  occur.  The  jiublished  ac- 
count of  one  of  these  ran  in  this  way:  "Last  night,  after  a  spelling  school 
was  dismissed,  our  school  house  in  the  village  was  discovered  to  be  on 
fire,  and  the  confiagration  continued  until  every  public  building  in  the 
place  was  consum<'d;  all  are  this  morning  in  as<hes.  IJesides  the  school 
house,  the  Methodist  meeting  house,  the  Hai»tisi  and  Presbyterian  meet- 
ing houses,  the  court  house  and  the  town  hall  are  all  gone.  Do  yo>i  ask 
how  many  in  all?  Oh,  there  was  burned  only  one  building,  the  log  school 
licnise;  but  as  you  will  readily  see,  it  is  a  very  great  loss  to  our  new 
village." 

These  eaily  days  (»f  labor  and  |iiivation  are  passed  in  Michigan,  m-  at 
least  in  this  jtart  id"  it. 

In  commencing  this  pa|»ei-  I  pirtmised  to  speak  of  nothing  which  has 
oc<'urred  later  than  forty  years  ag«t.  so  here  1  arrest  the  subject  and  close 
this  a<count. 

'IMII-:    VAN    A\i:iJV    IIOISK. 
SUPPOSED  TO  BE  THE  OLDEST  BUILDING   IN  THIO  STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 
[Urom   tlie  Detroit  Fne  Press  of  September  9th,   1873.]  ' 

rpon  the  ground  just  below  Orosse  Point,  selected  as  the  site  foi-  the 
new  water-works,  stands  a  buihling  known  as  the  \'an  .\very  house,  and 
a  group  of  peai'  trees  which  are  probably  the  (ddest  landmarks  in  the 
State.  This  house  is  one  story  and  a  half  high,  with  a  broad  <'asy-pilched 
r(»of,  spacious  |)ia/./.as  on  (he  north  and  south  fi-onts,  large,  well  built 
«>utside  chimnevs  at  each  end.  and  walls  made  of  iiewc*!  logs  with  ends 
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nicely  dovetailed.  About  200  feet  north  of  the  house  stand  eleven  large 
pear  trees,  while  to  the  west  stands  alone  the  twelfth  tree,  which  was 
undoubtedly  transplanted  from  the  group  to  the  north.  It  is  known  that 
the  Van  Avery  bouse  is  very  old,  and  has  been  usually  called  the  oldest 
house  in  Michigan,  but  it  has  been  left  to  the  Free  Press  to  trace  its  his- 
tory from  its  beginning.  With  the  assistance  of  the  American  State 
Papers  it  is  found  that  in  1764,  ''the  Grand  Marais,  located  at  the  head  of 
Detroit  River,  with  Lake  St.  Clair  on  the  northeast,  was  occupied  by 
Charles  Chovin  and  his  wife  Louise."  L'pon  this  ground  they  built  a 
calash,  a  hog-pen,  and  constructed  considerable  brush  fence.  "In  1769 
two  men  named  Thomas  Stewart  and  Jean  Simare  located  a  claim  on  the 
Grand  Marais  (Grosse  Point),  just  west  of  a  small  stream  (Connor's  creek), 
and  commenced  the  erection  of  a  log  house,  which,  when  completed,  was 
sold  to  Charles  Chovin.  The  house  fronted  the  river  and  the  road,  and 
had  a  stone  chimney  and  a  shingled  roof.''  (The  descrii)tion  answers 
perfectly  the  east  half  of  the  Van  Avery  house  as  it  now  stands.)  In 
October,  1796,  Jean  Baptiste  Chovin,  son  of  Charles  and  Louise,  deeded 
the  property  to  George  Meldrum  and  William  Park,  who  a  few  years  later 
transferred  it  to  William  McConib.  In  1816  Peter  Van  Avery  purchased, 
rebuilt,  and  enlarged  the  house  to  its  present  size.  Relative  to  the  pear 
trees  the  American  State  Papers  say  that  they,  with  a  number  of  apple 
trees,  were  planted  in  1790,  and  during  the  same  year  Jean  Marie  Beau- 
bien  built  a  house  and  saw-mill  for  Messrs.  Meldrum  &  Park  on  the  north 
shore  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  half  a  mile  above  Detroit  River.  Miss  Eliza 
Lyons,  who  is  now  at  a  very  advanced  age  living  with  Charles  S.  Trombly, 
No.  12  Miami  avenue,  is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  early  owners  of  the 
property,  and  her  remembrance,  as  far  as  it  dates  back,  corresponds  with 
the  facts  given  above. 

In  1796  Major  Cicotte  operated  a  ferry  from  the  Point  to  Hog  Island 
(Belle  Isle),  thence  to  the  Canadian  shore.  There  were  several  brush 
houses,  two  or  three  cattle-pens,  and  about  two  miles  of  brush  fence  in 
that  vicinity,  which  were  the  only  evidences  of  improvement  beside  the 
log  house  and  Meldrum  &  Park's  saw-mill  and  house.  Charles  Moran  and 
Oliver  Bellair  remember  the  Van  Avery  house  as  far  back  as  1815,  and  it 
was  then  called  an  old  building. 

A  person  at  all  curious  as  to  the  manner  of  doing  work  by  Messrs. 
Stewart  &  Simare  will  be  well  repaid  by  a  visit  to  the  structure  in  ques- 
tion. The  foundation  is  of  massive  timbers,  the  stringers  and  rafters 
have  sufficient  lumber  in  them  to  build  a  decent  sized  modern  house,  the 
means  for  furnishing  light  and  ventilation  are  ample,  while  the  chimneys 
are  large  enough  to  admit  a  man  with  ease. 


WILD  ANIMALS  OF  WAYNE  COUNTY. 

READ    BEFORE    THE    DETROIT    PIONEER    SOCIETY,    MARCH    23,    1S74,    BY    J.    S. 

TIBBITS. 

Most  of  the  wild  animals  common  to  the  State  were  found  in  great 
numbers  by  the  early  settlers  of  this  county,  and  the  descendants  of 
Nimrod  and  Esau  found  abundant  material  upon  which  to  exercise  their 
favorite  pursuit.  The  animals  mostly  to  be  found  here  were  the  deer, 
bear,  wolf,  lynx,  wild  cat,  fox.  coon,  badger,  fisher,  porcupine,  woodchuck, 
rabbit,  mink,  and  weasel.  The  skunk  and  rat  did  not  make  their  appear- 
ance in  the  rural  districts  for  nearly  ten  years  after  the  first  settlements 
were  made.     Thev  were  both  as  great  curiosities  to  me  then  as  the  mer- 
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maid  would  be  now.  My  first  expeiieiue  with  a  skunk  was  a  sad,  though 
I  think  a  profitable  one.  A  neighbor,  having  an  open  cellar  wall,  ascer- 
tained one  day  that  a  skunk  liad  taken  refuge  in  the  wall,  and  he  ottered 
me  ten  cents  to  kill  and  skin  liini.  Being  anxious  to  gratify  my  curiosity 
to  see  a  skunk,  and  my  ambition  to  earn  an  honest  penny.  I  readily  under- 
took the  job.  Ascertaining  the  locality  of  the  animal,  I  proceeded  with  a 
sharpened  stick  to  dislodge  him.  (letting  down  on  my  knees,  I  jjeered 
into  the  hole  and  gave  him  a  sharp  punch  with  my  stick.  He  immediately 
resorted  to  his  usual  mode  of  defense,  and  discharged  a  full  battery  square 
in  my  face.  I  retreated  in  good  order,  though  in  very  bad  odor,  and  have 
wisely  concluded  ever  since  to  let  every  man  skin  his  own  skunks. 

Tlie  birds  common  in  these  early  days  were  the  eagle,  hawk,  turkey- 
buzzard,  raven,  owl,  crane,  turkey,  partridge,  duck,  wild  goose,  and  a 
variety  of  the  smaller  birds.  The  crow,  like  the  skunk  and  rat.  did  not 
make  its  ai)pearance  till  a  number  of  years  after  the  first  settlements  were 
made.  The  turkey-buzzard,  so  common  in  those  early  days,  is  seldom  or 
never  seen  now.  This  bird  resembles  the  wild  turkey  more  nearly  than 
any  other  bird,  though  by  no  means  so  large.  It  is  not  a  bird  of  prey,  but. 
like  the  raven,  lives  on  carrion.  It  is  a  powerful  bird  on  the  wing,  and 
soars  to  great  heights,  sailing  seemingly  for  hours  without  a  movement 
of  the  wings.  The  quills  are  very  valuable  for  writing  ])uri)oses,  and 
the  possession  of  one  was  considered  a  treasure,  inasmuch  as  with  careful 
usage  one  would  last  through  a  school-term  of  three  or  four  months. 

TJie  wild  turkey  was  very  common,  and  vast  flocks  of  several  hundred 
were  frequently  to  be  met  with.  The  usual  mode  of  hunting  them  was  for 
two  or  three  persons  to  proceed  cautiously  through  the  woods  till  they 
came  upon  a  flock',  then  suddenly  fire  at  random  amongst  them,  the  object 
Ix'ing  to  scatter  them  in  all  directions.  When  thus  scattered  they  will 
invariably  return  to  the  same  spot  to  ^et  together  again,  the  old  ones 
coming  first  to  call  their  young  together.  The  hunters,  hid  in  some 
secluded  place,  with  their  "turkey  calls"  ready  for  use,  would  wait 
patiently  for  the  return  of  the  old  birds.  These  turkey-calls  consist  of 
the  hollow  bone  of  the  turkey's  wing,  and,  in  the  mo)ith  of  an  expeiicnced 
hunter,  can  bo  made  to  exactly  imitate  the  piping  sound  of  the  mother 
bir<l  when  calling  her  brood  together.  Soon  the  maternal  notes  of  the 
.old  birds  ai-e  heard,  and  the  hunters  respond  with  their  "calls,"  luring 
them  on  to  certain  destruction.  After  the  old  birds  are  killed,  the  young 
ones  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  unerring  aim  of  the  skillful  marksman.  The 
flesh  of  the  wild  turkey  is  esteemed  a  great  luxury,  and  one  of  the  most 
delicious  meals  I  think  T  ever  ale  was  made  from  steak  cut  from  the  breast 
of  a  young  tui-key.  fi-jed  in  butter,  and  ])artaken  aftei-  a  hard  day's  hunt, 
in  which  a  com])anir)n  and  myself  killed  seven  large  line  birds. 

The  wild  turkey  is  sometimes  caught  in  ])ens  made  of  jioles,  some  live  or 
six  feet  in  height  and  covered  over  the  top  to  prevent  their  escape.  A 
covered  passage  way  is  made  under  the  pen  large  enough  for  the  turkeys 
to  crawl  through,  forn  or  olher  grain  is  scattered  in  the  ])assage-way 
and  inside  the  pen.  The  unsuspecting  liirds,  se«Mng  the  grain,  commence 
picking  it  up.  and  thus  one  after  another  crnwl  thrnngh  the  Imle  into  the 
pen.  ''Once  in.  foi-ever  in."  foi'  they  never  think  <if  inilting  Ilicir  heads 
down  to  crawl  out  again. 

Deer  were  also  very  aluindant.  and  scarcely  a  day  ]>assed  but  more  or 
less  of  them  were  seen  in  and  a])out  the  clearings.  Rut  little  skill  was 
required  in  killing  them,  the  principal  qualification  being  a  steady  nerve. 
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During  the  liot  days  in  the  summer,  when  the  mosquitos  and  gnats  were 
troublesome,  the  deer  would  resort  to  the  streams  and  ponds  of  water  dur- 
ing the  night  to  get  rid  of  their  tormentors.  Here  they  would  fall  an 
easy  prey  to  ihe  hunter,  who,  in  his  canoe,  with  a  torch  at  the  bow,  would 
row  noiselessl}^  about.  The  deer,  seeing  the  light,  would  remain  as  it 
were  entranced,  presenting  to  the  unerring  aim  of  the  hunter  two  small 
bright  globes  of  light,  between  which  the  fatal  bullet  was  sure  to  be 
lodged.  Another  mode  of  hunting  the  deer,  which  frequently  occasioned 
rare  sport,  was  by  watching  for  them  on  their  "runways,"  and  shooting 
them  down  as  they  passed.  One  or  two  persons  were  stationed  on  the 
"nin-way,"  while  others  with  the  hounds  would  scour  the  woods  to  scare 
up  the  deer.  Wihenever  one  was  started  it  would  invariably  make  for  the 
"run-way,"  the  hounds  and  the  men  or  boys  following  in  hot  pursuit. 
Rarely,  indeed,  was  it  the  case  that  he  was  successful  in  running  the 
gauntlet,  but  usually  fell  a  victim  to  his  ruthless  pursuers.  A  laughable 
incident  occurred  at  one  of  these  hunts  which  is  too  good  to  be  passed  by 
unnoticed.  A  3'oung  man  came  on  from  an  eastern  city  to  visit  his 
country  cousins  at  the  west.  Having  never  seen  a  deer,  and  being  very 
anxious  to  engage  in  a  hunt  before  his  return,  it  was  soon  arranged  to 
have  one.  Proceeding  to  the  forest,  the  young  man  was  stationed  on  the 
"run-way,"  with  strict  instructions  to  shoot  the  deer  when  he  passed. 
The  boys,  with  their  hounds  and  guns,  commenced  scouring  the  woods. 
Soon  the  deep  baling  of  the  hounds  was  heard,  denoting  that  the  game 
had  been  started.  Kearer  and  nearer  came  the  pursuer  and  the  ])ursued. 
Suddenly  a  fine  buck  made  his  appearance,  with  his  noble  antlers  laid 
back  upon  his  shoulders  and  his  white  tail  aloft  in  the  air.  On  he  sped 
past  the  affrighted  youth,  who  stood  with  his  rifle  cocked,  his  eyes  and 
mouth  wide  open,  the  embodiment  of  wonder  and  astonishment.  Hard 
I'pon  the  heels  of  the  deer  came  the  dogs,  and  soon  the  boys,  who,  seeing 
their  cousin  in  this  ludicrous  situation,  asked  in  amazement,  "Why  he  did 
not  shoot  the  buck?"  "Buck!"  said  he,  "I  haven't  seen  any  buck.  I  only 
saw  the  devil  coming  down  the  hill  with  a  rocking  chair  on  his  head  and 
his  white  handkerchief  sticking  out  behind."  Wolves  and  bears  were 
more  numerous  than  agreeable.  They  were  verj-  destructive  to  the  few 
flocks  of  sheep  and  herds  of  swine  then  in  the  county.  They  were  caught 
in  traps  and  in  dead-falls,  and  sometimes  wolves  were  inveigled  into  the 
folds  with  the  sheep,  and  captured  in  that  way.  A  large  pen  was  made  of 
poles,  and  so  constructed  that  it  was  narrowed  up  at  the  top,  leaving  an 
opening  only  a  few  feet  square.  This  afforded  an  easy  ingress  to  the 
hungry  wolf,  but  an  effectual  barrier  to  his  escape.  He  would  thus  be 
found  in  the  morning,  having  done  no  harm,  and  looking  very  "sheepish," 
indeed. 

A  novel  mode  of  trapping  the  bear  was  sometimes  adopted  which  proved 
successful.  A  hollow  tree  was  selected  into  which  a  hole  was  cut  of  a 
triangular  shape,  with  the  acute  angle  at  the  lower  side.  The  hole  was 
made  some  seven  or  eight  feet  from  the  ground,  and  just  large  enough  for 
bruin  to  squeeze  his  head  through.  Inside  of  the  tree,  some  two  or  three 
feet  below  the  hole,  was  suspended  a  piece  of  meat.  The  bear,  scenting 
the  food,  would  climb  up  the  tree,  and,  in  ihis  efforts  to  get  at  the  meat, 
would  get  hung  in  the  acute  angle  of  the  hole,  from  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  extricate  himself. 

Occasionally  a  lynx  was  seen  in  the  swamps  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  but  they  were  extremely  sliy,  and  it  was  rare  indeed  that  one  was 
killed.     The  porcupine  was  more  common;  and  they  proved  very  trouble- 


406  PIONEER     SOCIETY     OF     MICHIGAN. 

some  to  the  hunters'  (log:s,  which  would  frequently  return  from  the  chase 
at  nijjht  with  their  mouths  full  of  their  sliarp  cjuills.  It  is  supposed  by 
many  that  the  hed«;eho<i-  and  porcupine  are  idi'Utical,  but  this  is  a  mistake. 
The  only  point  of  resemblance  is  in  their  coat  of  armor,  which  consists  of 
lon<i  slKUp-j)()intcd  ([uills.  Whenever  these  animals  ari'  attacked  they 
double  themselves  up  into  a  ball,  and  thus  present  a  formidable  defense. 
Their  (juills  are  easily  detached,  but  I  think  it  is  a  mistaken  idea  that 
they  have  the  power  of  throwing-  off  their  iiuills,  as  some  suppose.  The 
hedgehoj;  is  a  native  of  the  old  world,  is  small  in  size,  and  carnivorous; 
whereas  the  porcupine  is  a  native  of  the  new  world,  is  about  the  size  of  the 
woodchuck,  and  lives  on  roots,  vegetables,  and  wild  fruits.  The  badger 
and  the  tisher  were  occasionally  seen,  but  they  were  by  no  means  common. 
Most  of  these  wild  animals,  like  tlu^  aboiigiues  of  the  country,  have  re- 
ceded before  the  march  of  civilization  and  improvement,  and  but  few  of 
them  can  now  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  county. 


MEMOIR  OF  LUTHER  HARVEY. 

BY  BEI.A  HUBBARD. 

READ  BEFORE  THE  DETROIT  PIONEER  SOCIETY.   JANUARY,   1873 

The  life  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  though  it  i)resents  no  features  of 
lofty  i)ublic  interest,  is  worthy  the  attention  of  all  who  love  honoi'  and 
patriotism,  and  especially  of  the  pioneers  of  .Michigan. 

His  youth — going  back  far  beyond  the  I'ccollections  of  any  of  u.s — was 
spent  amid  the  liardsliijis  and  struggles  of  the  tii'st  settlers;  in  the  midst 
of  savage  atrocities,  and  in  the  volunteer  service  of  his  counliy. 

His  manhood  was  nuuked  by  variety  of  occupations  and  fortune,  and 
felt  the  excitements  of  the  Hush  times  of  Michigan. 

His  age  has  been  passed  in  the  honorable  employment  of  a  cultivator  of 
the  soil,  and  in  that  dignified  rej)ose  which  betits  a  life  of  activity  pro- 
longed beyond  the  ordiiuiry  limit  allotted  to  man. 

Lnlliei'  Harvey  was  boi'U  in  ITS!),  at  I»uilington.  \'erinont.  When  he 
was  four  years  old  his  father,  Joel,  moved  to  the  (lenesee  Flats— a  place 
called  "r>ig  Ti-ee."  The  family  remained  there  until  ISOI  or  ISO:,*,  when 
the.v  moved  to  r.uffalo.  and  two  years  after  bought  land  and  settled  at 
Eighteen-.Mile  ('i-cek. 

BT'FFALO  IN  1802. 

He  remembers  that  liutValo  in  ISOL*  liad  five  or  six  houses  only,  some 
fi'amed,  bnl  mostly  of  hew<*d  logs.  One  was  a  store  called  "I lie  Con- 
tractor's," kej)t  by  one  Tii)tper  who  ha<l  charge  of  the  government  proj>- 
erf.v  stored  there  to  be  sent  uji  the  lakes  to  the  different  militar.\  jiosis. 
For  this  purjiose  a  small  j)nblic  vessel  sniled  once  a  yt'-.w.  commanded  b.v 
Tjijit.  Lee,  calh'd  the  Contractor.  .\  llritisli  vessel,  the  Camden,  came 
occasionally  to  Fort  P^rie.  It  once  got  <lriven  down  the  rapids,  and  was 
comjielled  to  winter  there,  but  was  got  olT  the  n<'xt  spring.  This  vessel  was 
made  a  prison  ship  during  the  war.  lie  remembers  hei-  bringing  once 
s«»me  French  pears  fi'om  the  ti-ees  on  the  Detroit,  the  only  article  of 
commerce  he  kiMtws  of  iK'ing  brought  from  I  hat  remote  post  except  fnrs, 
:ind  lie  ilioiiglit  tliem  tin-  most  delicions  frnit  he  ever  ate. 
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BUFFALO  TO  ERIE  ONCE  A  WEEK. 

About  180G  Joel  Harvey  took  a  contract  under  Postmaster-General 
Granger,  to  carry  the  mail  from  ButTalo  to  Erie,  about  one  hundred 
miles,  once  a  week.  Joel  made  the  first  trip  Avith  his  son,  Luther,  who 
thenceforward  carried  the  mail  regularly^  summer  and  winter,  for  two 
years.  He  staid  a  week  in  Erie  to  meet  the  Southern  mail,  another  week 
being  consumed  in  going  and  returning.  There  was  then  a  house  at 
Fredonia,  another  at  Chautauqua.  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  Riyers 
were  not  bridged,  and  at  the  latter  was  no  ferry.  In  good  weather  he 
went  on  horseback,  in  bad  weather  on  foot,  as  it  was  impossible  for  a 
horse  to  ford  the  streams,  or  get  through  the  woods  and  swamps.  Young 
Haryey  thinks  he  never  missed  a  trip.  Once,  traveling  with  his  horse, 
he  was  belated  and  chased  by  wolves  to  Fredonia — then  called  by  its 
Indian  name,  Canadoway.  The  mail  was  very  light,  often  containing 
nothing. 

"SUPPLIES." 

Provisions  and  most  necessaries  for  Buffalo  and  Erie  were  then  ob- 
tained from  Canada,  chiefly  Fort  Erie,  where  was  an  old  settlement. 
Pork  was  imported  into  Canada  from  Ireland,  and  the  Irish  pork  had 
a  great  reputation,  Hay  was  brought  over  on  the  ice.  Salt  came  from 
Onondaga,  by  way  of  Oswego  and  Lake  Ontario.  It  was  hauled  around 
the  falls  to  Fort  Schlosser,  three  miles  above;  thence  it  was  shipped  in 
boats  to  Erie,  and  distributed  to  the  country  south.  These  boats  were 
extremely  long  and  narrow,  and  capable  of  carrying  each  100  barrels  of 
salt.  All  were  painted  red.  They  had  sails,  but  were  impelled  up  Niag- 
ara River  chiefly  by  setting  poles,  manned  by  eight  men.  A  barrel  of 
whisky — Pittsburg's  best — remained  on  tap  in  the  stern,  with  tin  cup 
near,  and  was  the  resort  of  these  men,  whenever,  like  Dame  Gamp,  they 
felt  "so  disposed."  It  was  more  common  than  water.  Of  this  practice 
Mr.  Harvey,  being  a  temperance  man,  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  he 
never  knew  any  harm  to  result  from  it.  Perhaps  the  exemption  may 
be  attributed  in  part  to  the  constant  and  severe  work  which  these  men 
endured.  At  any  rate  whisky  was  an  article  of  prime  necessity  and 
(heap  at  that,  for  while  the  best  was  dear  at  twenty-five  cents  a  gallon, 
that  article  of  luxury,  flour,  cost  |40  a  barrel. 

THE  SCHOONER  LARK. 

There  was  no  commerce  on  the  lakes,  properly  so  called,  but  about 
this  time  some  private  enterprises  were  started.  A  small  schooner  called 
the  Lark  was  built  and  owned  by  Doctor  Cyrenus  Chapin,  uncle  of  the 
late  Doctor  Chapin,  of  Detroit.  He  was  a  man  for  the  times.  There 
were  then  no  harbors  on  Lake  Erie,  nor  were  there  anywhere  piers  or 
other  improvements. 

The  captain  of  the  Lark  made  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  get 
into  Chautauqua  Creek,  which  was  obstructed  by  reefs.  This  failure 
raised  the  ire  of  the  Doctor,  who  swore  by  all  that  was  good  he  would 
take  the  command  himself  and  run  her  into  the  rivei;^  or  run  her  to  the 
devil.     He  undertook  the  feat,  baulked  the  devil,  and  returned  in  safety. 

"THAT    FIRST    STEAMBOAT." 

Harvey  remembers  well  the  first  steamboat,  '^Waik-in-the-Water," 
built  in  1818  at  Black  Rock.    She  came  to  Detroit,  returned,  and  started 
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to  come  up  aj^ain.  Ilard  wind  compelled  her  to  anchor  at  Point  Avenue, 
some  twenty  miles  from  Buffalo.  She  sprun*]:  a  leak,  attempted  to  reach 
that  point,  but  made  the  beach  instead.  The  Crew  were  saved,  but  the 
vessel  went  to  pieces.  She  was  too  weakly  built  for  the  rough  seas  of 
the  lakes,  being  after  the  i)attern  of  the  North  ]\iver  boats.  Captain 
Harvey  says  the  engine  was  a  curious  affair,  and  had  as  many  cdg-whecls 
as  a  grist  mill.  The  engine  was  saved,  and  afterwards  went  into  the 
Superior. 

In  1810  Joel  Harvey  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and  next  year  into  Ohio, 
at  Conneaut.  where  he  settled  with  many  other  new  comers,  lie  bought 
a  block  of  lots  and  eighty  acres  of  land  adjoining,  and  built  a  house 
and  barns.  After  two  years,  and  considerable  jiayments  on  the  lands 
and  other  exj)enses  by  the  new  colony,  a  man  arrived  from  Connecticut 
claiming  to  have  a  heavy  mortgage  on  the  whole  property.  Litigation 
folloaved,  ending  in  total  loss.  Luther  then  went  west  to  Cleveland,  in 
search  of  some  means  of  mending  his  fortune.  On  the  way,  at  Paines- 
ville,  he  met  an  old  friend  of  his  father.  Judgi^  Henry,  who  owned  im- 
proved land  in  the  town  of  Avery,  six  miles  up  the  Huron,  and  bargained 
with  him  for  a  lease  of  the  place. 

WAR   OF   1S12. 

While  at  Cleveland  news  arrived  of  the  declaration  of  war — summer 
of  1812.     In  August  Gen.  Hull  surrendered  Detroit. 

A  call  was  made  by  the  Governor  of  Ohio  on  the  militia  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  settlements  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  State.  Harvey 
volunteered,  and  joined  the  com])auy  of  Ca})t.  Clark  Parker. 

CLEVELAND'S    EARLY    DAYS. 

Settl(M's  in  Northern  Ohio  were  very  few  and  scattering.  Cleveland 
had  a  few  houses — the  mere  nucleus  of  a  village.  A  wagon  road  led 
from  Ei'ie  as  far  as  Huron,  but  wc^st  of  Cleveland  thei-e  wei-e  no  bridges. 
About  the  river  Huion  was  a  tiact  called  the  "fire  lands,''  being  a  do^ 
nation  by  Congress  to  sutTerei-s  by  tii'e  at  New  London,  Connecticut. 
.Many  settlers  had  gone  on,  under  this  benefaction,  a  few  years  before, 
and  formed  quite  a  thriving  settlement. 

About  the  i-iver  and  the  jn-airies  bordering*  it  were  some  |)retty  large 
farms. 

MARCHING    FROM    CLEVELAND    TO    HURON. 

Capt.  I'aiker's  company,  consisting  of  KIS  men.  left  Cleveland  Aug. 
20,  1812.  and  mai-ched  to  Ilurttn  to  |»rotect  tlie  pi'oj»erty  of  the  inliabit- 
ants.  wlio  ha«l  tied  south,  leaving  ])lenty  of  |>rovisions. 

At  Camp  Avery,  six  miles  from  the  numtli  of  the  Huron,  the  militia 
built  a  l)lock-honse.  and  anothei-  three  !niles  above. 

From  Huron  to  Sandusky,  and  uji  that  riv<'r  tluM'e  was  only  an  Indian 
trail. 

Harvey  remained  with  ('apt.  Paiker  in  camp  until  the  ensuing  winlei'. 
when,  with  his  (Muisenl.  he  entei-ed  the  employ  of  Maj.  Tuii|»ei-.  a  com- 
missary, and  was  sent  to  carrying  dispatches  from  Cleveland  to  Foi't 
Meigs,  on  the  Maumee,  then  in  command  of  Gen.  Harrison.  Hr  followed 
the  hike  shore,  with  (die  man  only  in  company,  by  trail,  sleeping  gen- 
erallv  on  the  ice.  and  ever  on  the  alerl  against  liii-king  Indians. 
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FORT  mp:igs. 

On  his  first  arrival  at  Fort  Meigs_,  after,  delivering  his  dispatches  to 
General  Harrison,  he  asked  for  food  and  lodging.  Gen.  H.  replied:  "I 
can  give  you  pork  and  flour,  but  nothing  more.  We  are  building  the 
fort^  and  there  are  no  barracks.  You  see  the  tents  are  all  occupied." 
So,  as  before,  he  and  his  comrade  camped  on  the  open  ground^  where 
they  cooked  their  dough  and  pork. 

After  the  trip  to  Fort  Meigs  Harvey  was  employed  to  take  charge  of 
the  ox  teams  occupied  in  transporting  flour  to  the  fort  from  Cleveland. 
He  had  six  teams  on  their  way  in  February  to  that  fort.  When  near 
Huron  River  he  was  met  by  an  express  man,  riding  on  horseback,  who 
delivered  a  written  order  from  Gen.  Harrison,  announcing  the  defeat 
of  Gen.  Winchester  at  the  river  Raisin  by  the  British  and  Indians,  the 
abandonment  of  Fort  Meigs  by  Gen.  Harrison,  who  had  retreated  to 
the  swamps,  and 'commanding  the  roadsters  to  turn  out  their  teams 
and  take  care  of  themselves.  The  British  and  Indians,  it  said,  would 
soon  be  down  upon  the  Huron  settlements  and  no  time  must  be  lost. 

Harvey  replied  to  the  courier  that  he  should  do  no  such  thing;  that 
he  should  neither  turn  loose  the  cattle  nor  unload  the  flour  unless  re- 
ceipted for  by  some  responsible  person.  ''Then/'  said  the  man,  "if  you 
will  not  obey  Gen.  Harrison's  orders,  go  to  hell  in  your  owm  way,"  and 
rode  off. 

Harvey  drove  ahead  across  the  ice  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Wright.  This 
house  was  of  hewed  logs,  and  had  a  porch  made  by  projecting  logs. 
After  some  hesitation  he  agreed  to  take  the  flour,  about  sixty  barrels, 
gave  a  receipt  for  them^  and  piled  them  up  under  this  shed.  Harvey 
then  led  back  the  teams  to  a  farm  near  Cleveland,  where  they  were 
cared  for. 

HOW  THE  OLD  SETTLERS  SAVED  THEIR  BACON. 

Gen.  Harrison^  when  he  abandoned  Fort  Meigs,  had  on  hand  a  large 
quantity  of  pork.  It  had  been  driven  in  the  live  hog  from  Kentucky, 
and  salt  transported  through  the  long  and  dense  swamps  on  horses  with 
great  difficulty  and  expense.  These  hogs  had  been  killed  and  salted 
down,  and  together  w4th  a  large  quantity  of  flour  and  other  provisions 
were  stored  under  sheds  below  the  fort.  These  sheds  Harrison  ordered 
fired,  which  was  done  by  his  men.  After  the  troops  were  out  of  sight 
some  Frenchmen  put  out  the  fire,  and  saved  the  provisions. 

Seeing  that  not  even  any  squaws  made  their  appearance,  Harrison 
go  over  his  fright  in  a  few  days  and  returned  to  the  fort  where,  but 
for  the  timely  and  prudent  act  of  the  Frenchmen,  his  army  would  have 
found  themselves  in  a  condition  of  starvation. 

Harvey  thinks  his  teams  and  their  loads  of  flour  afterward  all  safely 
reached  their  destination.  But  his  opinion  of  Gen.  Harrison  as  a  pru- 
dent and  courageous  chief  is  by  no  means  of  so  high  a  character  as 
that  of  some  of  old  Tippecanoe's  worshippers  during  the  hard-cider,  log- 
cabin  campaign, 

ON  THE  WATCH  FOR  INDIANS. 

Harvey  returned  from  Cleveland  to  Huron  with  his  father  and  family, 
and  they  worked  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  of  1813.  The  men 
always  took  their  guns  with  them  to  the  field,  and  flew  to  them  on  the 
slightest  alarm.  No  actual  disturbance  took  place  at  Huron,  but  at 
Pipe  Creek,  six  miles  west,  two  families, — Snow  and  Butler, — were  set 
upon  by  savages.     The  men  being  absent,  they  killed  Mrs.  Snow  and 
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two  of  the  children.  The  otlier  children  they  took  to  Detroit,  where 
they  were  boujjht  or  redeemed  by  the  eitizens. '  Tliere  Snow  found  them 
nftcr  the  fort  had  come  back  into  AnuM-ican  jKtsscssion. 

A  VISIT  TO  pp:rrys  fleet. 

In  Alienist  of  this  year  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Terry,  during  their 
cruise  in  search  of  the  Hritish  fleet,  came  to  anchor  between  (Minniiifj:- 
ham's  Island  and  Sandusky.  Yonnfr  Harvey,  anxious  to  .see  the  licet  and 
its  commander,  hired  an  old  Fi-eiicli  batteau  that  was  scarcely  sea- 
wortliy.  in  which  ('ol(mel  Sjiatford  liad  escajK'd  with  his  family  from 
Maumee.  On  the  farm  was  a  larjie  (pianlity  of  melons,  cnciimbeis,  beans, 
corn  (then  in  the  roasting;  statei.  butter,  and  other  jtroducts.  with  which 
he  tilled  the  batteau.  determined  to  Ix'stow  them  or  sell  them,  as  occa- 
sioii  should  warrant.  Five  or  six  otluM-  younjj;  fellows  volunteered  to 
accompany  him. 

It  jii'oved  that  this  supply  was  most  timely.  No  jierson  iinm  shore 
had  visited  the  fleet,  and  Terry  was  i^iioiant  that  thei-e  existed  any 
settlement  in  that  vicinity,  and  was  entirely  destitute  of  fresh  ])rovisions. 

The  boat  was  allowed  to  conu^  up  to  the  side  of  the  fla<i:-shi]).  the 
Lawrence,  where  the  sailors  crowded  around  and  be<?an  to  liny.  This 
sale  had  proceeded  but  a  short  time  when  an  order  came  from  the  purser 
to  stop  sellin*r  to  the  men.  Harvey  was  ordered  to  restore  the  money 
and  the  men  to  return  the  purchased  articles.  Harvey  leached  uj>  ami 
put  the  money  on  the  deck  ed<r<'.  and  the  men  were  dii-ected  to  reclaim 
their  own.  They,  indijiiiaiit  at  the  order  which  prevented  their  buyiuj;, 
seized  the  pile  and  suddenly  tossed  it  over  the  rail  into  the  lak(\  Har- 
vey put  up  his  hand  and  a  few  shillings  fell  into  the  boat,  the  rest  sank 
into  the  waters.  Then  the  jnirser  took  possession  of  the  whole  car<;o 
and  removed  it  to  his  own  vessel.  This  beinj;  done,  he  made  out  a  bill 
of  the  i^oods,  setting;  down  to  each  article  his  own  price,  ami  handed 
over  the  money  to  Harvey. — a  unnli  lai-^ci'  amount  than  he  would  have 
ask«'d. 

INTERVIEW  WITH  THE  COMMODORE. 

Exjuessin*;  a  desire  to  see  rommodore  Terry,  the  crew  of  the  batteau 
were  taken  by  Mr.  Hamilton  into  the  cabin  and  handsomely  eutertaiiu'd. 
^Vhile  llieic  a  pel-sou  in  plain  clothes  |)assed  thrcMijrh  into  a  ju-ivate 
room  adjoiuiu};.  from  which,  to  their  sur|U'ise.  he  socui  emerjred  in  a 
naval  uiiif(Uiu  of  a  commander,  and  was  introduced  as  Commoibu-e 
I'ei-ry.  The  first  fee|in<;  of  awe  and  bashfulness  over,  the  meetiup:  be- 
came very  sociable,  and  Terry,  a  youu^  man  like  ihc  nsi,  proved  a  j^ood 
fellow  amonj;  ^'ood   fellows. 

He  was  (leli;ilited  to  see  them;  said  theirs  was  llie  tirsi  boat  that  had 
approached  the  fleet;  that  the  provisions  wei-e  ju-ecisely  what  they 
wauled,  and  ur^ed  Harvey  to  brinj;  further  lik«'  supplies,  rjton  Har- 
vey's rejtly  that  this  was  impossible,  as  the  batteau  was  not  his.  and 
was  unseaworthy.  Teiiy  jrave  him  a  boat,  an<l  oll'eied  t()  fui'uish  uu)ney. 
Harvey  reiiirned  to  land,  procured  a  horse,  and  weul  throu;;h  the  sef- 
tlements.  seruriu";  jiolaloes,  ve};etables,  and  caiili'.  ('miimbei-  pickles 
\\ere  :in  ariide  in  especial  demand. 

THE   r.REAT   NAVAI.    It.\TTI,E. 

He  bou>;ht  a  lield  of  potatoes  about  six  miles  up  the  river,  and  was 
di^^inj;  them  on  the  morning'  of  thi'  tri-eat  naval  battle  -of  Lake  Krie. 
He  heaid  very  distinctly  every  ^nin.  and  couhl  plainly  dislinj;uish  those 
of  the  sevi-rai  vessels.     The  llai:ship  and  the  \ia;:;ira  had  short   carron- 
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ades,  carrying  18-pound  balls.  These  made  a  somewhat  continuous  roar. 
The  Detroit,  British  flag-ship,  had  long  18-pounders  from  Maiden  and 
Detroit.  The  gunboats  carried  long  32's.  These  made  a  louder  sound. 
Not  only  the  roar,  but  the  concussion  reached  their  house,  and  rattled 
glasses  on  the  shelves. 

AFTER   THE    BATTLE. 

To  Put-in-Bay  was  some  twenty-five  miles.  The  inhabitants  of  Huron 
had  no  means  of  knowing  how  the  battle  had  gone.  Opinions  varied, 
but  the  majority  thought  the  British  had  gained  the  day. 

The  next  morning,  Harvey  having  with  considerable  difficulty  ob- 
tained a  crew  among  the  terror-stricken  people,  put  out  for  the  fleet 
with  a  boat  load  of  potatoes. 

As  they  neared  Sandusky  Bay  a  boat  hove  in  sight,  coming  down 
upon  them.  In  the  uncertainty  they  laid  to,  and  most  of  the  crew  sug- 
gested making  for  shore.  Harvey  refused,  saying  that  if  necessary  they 
were  able  to  run  into  shallow  water,  where  the  larger  craft  could  not 
venture.  On  nearer  approach  the  craft  proved  to  be  a  gunboat,  and 
came  rapidly  on.  At  length  its  deck  appeared  covered  with  redcoats. 
Now,  indeed,  it  was  a  case  for  speed!  They  turned  and  pulled  for  the 
shore.  Once  there  the  woods  were  near,  but  a  ball  from  a  gunboat  was 
not  so  easily  escaped.  Before  the  distance  was  accomplished^  happily, 
the  gunboat  rounded  to,  and  then  its  colors  came  into  view, — a  United 
States  flag.  A  speaking  trumpet  hailed  them;  all  fears  w^ere  over.  Har- 
vey retraced  his  course  and  soon  reached  the  vessel.  The  red-coats  were 
no  triumphing  foes,  but  British  prisoners.  The  boat  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Champlin.  He  died  last  year,  the  last  surviving  officer  of  this 
great  victory,  which  restored  Michigan  to  the  Federal  Union.  He  had 
been  sent  to  see  what  had  become  of  Harvey  and  his  supplies.  The 
potatoes  were  taken  on  board,  and  Harvey  sent  back  for  further  im- 
mediate stores. 

THE  SCENE  OF  THE  CONTEST. 

In  two  days  Harvey  had  ready  another  load,  including  a  beef  cow, 
and  with  this  he  w^ent  out  to  the  fleet,  then  lying  between  Putin-Bay 
and  the  Middle  Sister — the  battle  ground.  Here  the  whole  surface  of  the 
water  was  strewn  with  relics  of  the  fight — broken  spars,  bloody  mat- 
tresses, rigging,  clothing,  and  other  fragments.  The  Queen  Charlotte 
and  the  Detroit  lay  near  together,  the  former  with  her  shrouds  all  cut 
to  pieces,  and  hanging  like  grape  vines  about  her  foremast,  the  mizzen 
and  main  masts  being  shot  away.  The  Detroit  had  all  three  masts 
cut  off,  and  the  rudder  shot  away.  She  was  a  wonderfully  strong  ves- 
sel of  solid  timber,  and  by  far  the  largest  and  best  armed  of  any  vessel 
in  either  fleet.  The  Lawrence,  which  lay  to  the  eastward,  contained 
the  wounded  of  both  fleets,  cared  for  by  the  united  help  of  the  American 
and  British  surgeons.  Harvey  was  permitted  to  inspect  the  ship.  The 
hold  had  been  cleared  from  end  to  end,  and  mattresses  stretched  along 
on  both  sides.  A  platform  was  constructed,  on  which  two  wounded 
men  at  a  time  were  placed.  It  was  then  raised  above  deck,  and  re- 
mained there  two  minutes  to  give  them  air.  On  the  Lawrence,  Harvey 
found  Adams,  the  purser's  steward,  who  had  dealt  with  him  for  his 
load  of  provisions,  minus  a  right  arm. 

PERRY'S  DISTRESS. 

Perr}^  was  on  one  of  the  gunboats,  and  showed  great  distress  at  the 
loss  of  so  many  officers  and  men.    He  was  walking  the  deck  and  spoke 
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to  no  one.    During  the  action  Perry  wore  the  dress  of  a  common  soldier, 
and  worked  as  hard  as  any  of  the  men. 

Harvey  took  out  to  the  tleet  three  or  four  loads  afterward.  Meantime 
Harrison  had  moved  his  army  from  the  Maumee  to  l»ortage,  or  Carrying 
Kiver,  where  Perry  sent  his  gunboats  and  brought  them,  by  day  and 
night,  to  the  fleet.  This  was  ail  accomplislicd  in  two  or  three  weeks. 
Almost  immediately  after  the  victory  Detroit  was  evacuated  by  the 
British.  Tlic  i»ul)lic  buildings  and  jiropertv  were  burned,  as  was  done  at 
Maiden. 

PILOTING  A  BOAT   TO   MALDEN. 

At  the  last  visit  of  Harvey  to  the  fleet,'  as  he  was  ready  to  return, 
Perry  requested  him  to  pilot  a  large  open  boat,  carrying  (»ne  hundred 
Kentucky  sodiers,  to  the  Canada  shore,  and  thence  up  to  Maiden.  Har- 
vey pleaded  his  ignorance  of  the  Canada  coast,  which  he  had  never 
visited,  and  also  the  anxiety  which  his  father  and  family  would  feel  at 
his  absence;  but  the  Commodore  would  hear  no  excuses,  and  comjiliance 
became  a  duty.  On  landing  below  Maiden  the  men  destroyed  the  house 
and  furniture  of  Colonel  Elliott,  the  Indian  Agent,  who  they  considered 
instrumental,  together  with  the  noted  Simon  Ciirty,  in  setting  on  the 
Indians  to  the  bloody  massacre  at  the  Raisin.  They  gutted  the  dwelling, 
cut  up  the  furniture  and  destroyed  the  fences,  the  barn,  and  the  store- 
houses. A  rough  set  were  those  Kentuckians — almost  as  wild  and  sav- 
age as  their  Indian  foes.  At  Maiden  the  public  profX'rty.  barracks,  etc., 
were  still  smoking. 

FROM  MALDEN  TO  SANDWICH. 

From  Maiden  Harvey  marched  bj-  land  to  Sandwich,  where  he,  with 
the  soldiers,  took  possession  of,  and  slept  in,  the  old  Huron  Church, 
much  to  the  terror  of  the  priest.  No  injury,  however,  was  donv  to  any 
part  of  the  building.  A  sentry  was  placed  bef(M-e  the  altar,  and  it  proved 
first-rate  ciuarlers,  as  it  was  raining  hard.  Here  they  crossed  the  river 
in  boats. 

DETROIT  IN  1812. 

Captain  Harvey  says  he  found  Detroit  a  very  filthy  jdace;  most  of 
the  streets  were  very  narrow.  It  was  all  built  of  wood  exce]it  the  pub- 
lic storehouse,  which  had  been  saved  from  destruction  through  the 
influence  of  Colonel  Henry  I.  Hunt.  He  is  not  certain  whether  the  little 
brick  office  of  Colonel  Hunt  had  then  been  erected,  but  thinks  not. 

The  troops  encamped  along  Jefferson  avenue,  or  Avhere  said  avenue 
had  been  established  by  the  new  plat,  for  it  was  not  graded  until  years 
afterward.  Harvey  saw  it  plowed  up  in  1S1(>  or  1S17.  The  camp  ex- 
tended down  the  Cass  front,  :inil  llie  ollicers  had  (piartei's  in  the  old 
Cass  house,  then   the  property  of  (Jeueral    .Miicomb. 

I)<'lroil  h;i<l  but  one  wharf — the  government.  Hudson  buill  ;iiu)llier 
soon  after  the  jteace.  While  llieic  a  large  body  of  Indians  came  in 
with  a  flag  of  fruce.  Among  llieni  w<'re  the  savages  who  had  «-ommitfed 
the  depi'edaf l(ms  and  niui-der  ;il  i'ipe  Creek.  Smith  recogni/-*'*!  tiiera 
by  seeing  his  wife's  shawl  on  one  of  them.  He  \\;is  furious,  as  were 
the  Kentuckians,  and  it  was  with  dilVicnlty  they  ueie  restrained  from 
doing  battle.  ;ind  olitaining  instiint   r«'venge. 

Few  incidents  of  :i  public  interest  mingle  with  the  fuinre  cai-eer  of 
our  hero;  but  if  will  be  useful  brielly  to  j>ass  umler  general  review  his 
subsecjueut  liistory,  as  exhibiting  the  stjite  nf  the  times.  ;uiil  tin-  siei-ling 
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elements  and  versatility  of  character,  which,  in  the  early  days,  went  to 
make  up  a  hardy  western  pioneer. 

Harvey  now  returned  home,  and  the  same  fall  came  back  to  Detroit, — 
journeying  by  water, — with  his  father,  who  was  so  delighted  with  all 
he  saw  that  he  determined  to  make  his  home  here.  After  spending  the 
winter  at  Huron  early  the  following  spring  Luther  Harvey  set  out  for 
Detroit,  hiring  his  passage  in  a  boat.  On  reaching  Sandusky  Bay  the 
weather  became  so  bad  they  ran  in  and  remained  several  days  at  the 
house  of  a  trader  with  a  squaw  wife.  Harvey  then  resolved  to  proceed 
on  foot.  He  accomplished  the  distance  to  Frenchtown  partly  by  land 
partly  by  canoe.  Here  he  fell  in  with  Col.  Anderson  bound  to  Detroit 
with  a  pirogue  laden  with  furs,  in  which  he  took  passage,  working  his 
way,  and  reaching  Detroit  April  1,  the  entire  journey  occupying  twelve 
days. 

A  GROSSE  POINT  FARM. 

Learning  of  a  farm  at  Grosse  Point  offered  at  the  low  rent  of  fifty 
dollars  per  annum,  with  the  privilege  of  cheap  purchase,  Harvey  bar- 
gained for  it.  The  papers  were  executed,  and  he  started  on  his  return 
to  bring  his  family.  At  the  city  he  met  a  neighbor  from  Huron  who 
informed  him  of  the  death  of  his  father.  The  project  of  the  farm  had 
to  be  abandoned,  and  Harvey  paid  fifty  dollars  to  be  released.  Thus 
narrowly  he  missed  the  chance  of  becoming  a  freeholder  near  Detroit. 

He  returned  to  Huron,  where  he  remained  until  1815,  buying  a  drove 
of  cattle  the  first  winter  and  driving  them  to  Detroit. 

Next  year  the  whole  family,  then  consisting  of  the  mother,  two 
daughters,  and  three  sons,  of  which  Luther  was  the  oldest,  removed  to 
Frenchtown,  the  scene  of  the  massacre.  Monroe  was  not  laid  out  until 
the  year  following.  Old  neighbors  from  the  East  had  already  settled 
there,  and  he  brought  with  him  a  boat-load  of  others. 

Here  Luther  Harvey  opened  a  tavern.  He  also  rented  a  farm,  but  it 
was  not  a  success. 

His  first  Fourth  of  July  at  this  new  abode  was  occupied  in  a  manner 
very  different  from  the  holiday  custom  of  celebrating  Independence. 
The  men  and  boys  of  the  settlement  spent  the  day  in  gathering  up  for 
burial  the  bones  of  the  victims  of  the  dreadful  massacre,  which  took 
place  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  two  years  before.  The  bodies 
of  the  murdered  had  been  left  to  the  sport  of  the  Indians  and  wild 
beasts,  and  lay  bleached  and  scattered  about  the  woods.  They  filled 
a  large  box.  It  was  a  hard  day's  work;  but  could  the  day  have  been 
honored  with  any  more  appropriate,  pious,  or  patriotic  duty? 

LAKE   TRAFFIC   IN  1S21. 

In  1817  Mr.  Harvey  married  Mary  Choate,  a  relative  of  Rufus  Choate, 
of  Massachusetts.  His  taste  inclining  to  a  more  adventurous  life,  he 
bought  a  small  sloop  and  engaged  in  the  carrying  trade  on  Lake  Erie, — 
fish,  salt,  and  passengers.  In  1821  he  took  employment  under  Col.  Henry 
I.  Hunt  and  ran  the  "Fire-fly"  on  shares  for  five  years,  taking  supplies 
to  th'e  troops  at  Gratiot,  Saginaw,  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  buying 
grain  along  the  Ohio  and  Canada  coasts  of  Lake  Erie.  He  also  pur- 
chased corn  for  the  distillery  of  Col.  Hunt  and  Gov.  Cass.  This  was 
situated  in  the  gully  on  the  Cass  farm.  Also  for  their  grist-mill,  a  tread- 
mill worked  by  cattle,  located  under  the  river  bank  on  the  same  farm. 
Manv  thousand  bushels  were  boated  from  Maumee. 
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Meantime  Capt.  Harvey  had  boujjht  a  farm  to  which  his  family  was 
removed,  three  mik\s  above  Monroe. 

This  did  not  prevent  his  enp;ap:inp:  in  otlicr  frcsli-watcr  ventures.  TTe 
sailed  the  .steamer  Gratiot  one  year. 

SETTLING  AT  MONROE. 

In  1836,  having?  a  family  of  seven  children,  he  concluded  to  rent  out 
the  farm  and  remove  to  the  city  of  .Monroe,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
education. 

Here,  with  slender  means,  he  embarked  lar<;ely  in  trade;  Ixui^ht  out 
a  store  of  "ioods  in  company  with  a  jiartuer  but  little  known  to  him; 
built  a  store,  and  t(M)k  contracts  to  the  extent  of  many  thousands  of 
dollars  on  the  Michij^an  Southern  Railroad,  then  being  built  by  the 
State  as  a  part  of  its  magniticent  i)lan  of  internal  improvements. 

A  time  of  "general  bankruptcy  followed.  The  pa])er  of  the  State  it- 
self, of  which  Harvey  held  larjie  (|uantities,  was  at  a  larj^e  discount. 
His  partner  and  others  with  whom  he  was  associated  or  suirounded 
proved  to  be  rofjues,  and.  like  many  a  h^ss  honest  man.  he  went  untb'r, 
in  debt  over  :?;:•,().((()(). 

He  refused  to  take  advantajie  of  the  bankrupt  law,  went  to  work 
ajjain,  and  by  hard  labor  and  perseverance  paid  all  the  debt  except 
about  tliree  thousand  dollars.  But  this  small  balance  took  his  last  re- 
source, the  farm,  leaving  him  penniless, 

A  few  acres  only  were  saved  out  of  the  wreck  on  the  i-eai'  of  the 
place.  This  became  a  nucleus,  to  which,  by  industry  and  energy,  were 
added  fioin  time  to  time  other  acres,  until  once  more  Harvey  was  a 
flourisliing  farmer. 

On  this  new  farm  Mr.  Harvey  lived  until  advancing  age  pi-oiiinicd 
retirement  from  active  labor. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

He  still  lives.  ;ii  Moiiioe.  in  a  green  and  honorable  old  age  of  eighty- 
four  years,  with  his  wife  of  more  than  half  a  century,  and  snn<uinded 
by  a  third  generjition. 

Mr.  Harvey  has  been  all  his  life,  in  word  and  deed,  a  good  Christian 
and  a  consistent  Democrat.  Of  his  father's  family  two  members  only 
survive,  himself  an<l  a  sistei*,  Mrs.  Saiah  Harvey  JJaughman.  widow  of 
Kev.  John  A.  IJaughman,  so  well  known  as  an  itinerant  missionary 
j)ioneei',  an  elo<|uent  ju-eacher  and  hard  woi-ker  in  the  ministry,  in  the 
Ohio  and   Michigan   ('onfer«'nces. 

A  few  years  ago  ('apt.  Harvey  jippiied  for  a  j)ension,  under  an  ad 
of  Congress  intench'd  to  do  justice  to  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  which  granted  a  pension  to  each  veteran  who  ha<l  served  sixty 
days.  From  the  time  when  Harvey  volunteered  in  Cleveland  until  after 
Winchester's  defeat,  a  jieiiod  of  six  months,  he  was  in  active  sei-vice. 
and  had  never  received  a  discharge,  ^'et  by  err((neous  entry  the  i-ecords 
of  Cajtt.  Parkei's  c(»mpany  showed  but  forty-two  <lays,  and  the  lajise 
of  years  had  removed  all  witnesses  known  to  him  who  could  testify  to 
the  j)eriod  of  his  service  with  the  commissary.  His  ap|»li(  at  ion  was 
rejected,  though  backed  by  atlidavits,  and  such  strong  and  honorable 
testimony  as  should  have  s;ilislied  anything  but  the  r«'d  tape  de|»artment 
at   Washington. 

For  his  volunteer  and  lia/;ii(ii>ns  service  he  ne\cr  received  a  cenl  of 
j>ay,  and  is  denied,  oti  the  velge  (»f  the  gi;i\e.  even  the  p;iltiy  sli(»\v  of 
a  nat ion's  gr:it it ude. 
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SLAVERY  IN  DETROIT. 

BY  J.  A.  GIRARDIN. 

READ  BEFORE  THE  DETROIT  PIONEER  SOCIETY,   SEPTEMBER  27TH,  1872. 

In  ancient  times  the  city  of  Detroit  and  vicinity  had  slaves  among  its 
inhabitafats.  The  old  citizens  generally  purchased  them  from  marauding 
bands  ofi Indians,  who  had  captured  the  negro  slaves  in  their  war  depre- 
dations on  plantations.  Many  were  thus  brought  from  Virginia,  New 
York,  and  Indiana^  and  sold  to  the  inhabitants  of  Detroit,  sometimes  for 
nominal  prices.  Among  our  old  citizens  who  were  slaveholders  in  the 
olden  times  w^ere  the  late  Major  Joseph  Campau,  George  McDougall, 
James  Duperon  Baby,  Abbott  &  Finchley,  and  several  others.  The 
negro  slaves  were  well  treated  by  their  owners.  Many  of  those  poor 
captives  when  sold  and  released  were  at  once  well  taken  care  of  by  our 
ancient  inhabitants.  Sometimes  the  price  of  a  negro  slave  was  regulated 
according  to  his  intrinsic  value,  but  the  price  was  quite  high  for  those 
days.  For  instance:  A  negro  boy  named  Frank,  aged  12  years,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  late  Phillip  Jonciere,  of  Bell  Fontaine,  now  Springwells,  was 
sold  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  179.3,  by  William  Koe,  acting  autioneer, 
to  the  late  Hon.  James  Duperon  Baby,  for  the  sum  of  £213,  New  York 
currency,  equal  to  |532..50  of  our  money.  Mr.  Baby  being  the  highest 
bidder,  he,  Frank^  was  adjudged  to  him  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Jonciere's 
estate. 

In  the  records  of  baptism  of  St.  Anne's  Church,  several  persons  of 
color  we  find  recorded  as  having  received  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  and, 
in  the  absence  of  family  names  we  find  that  the  names  of  '^Margaret," 
for  instance,  a  negress,  "unknown"  would  be  entered  in  the  absence  of 
her  regular  family  name;  several  instances  of  this  kind  are  entered  in  the 
old  records.  During  the  administration  of  the  Governor  and  Judges  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  several  negroes  received  donation  lots.  Among 
them  was  a  well  known  negro  named  "Pompey,"  the  property  of  the  late 
James  Abbott.  As  a  class  the  negroes  were  esteemed  by  our  ancient 
population;  many  of  them  could  speak  the  French  language  fluently, 
especially  those  living  with  their  French  masters.  But  little  cruelty  was 
practiced  by  their  owners.  There  was  no  Wendell  Phillips  nor  any  Lloyd 
Garrison,  nor  any  "higher  law  doctrine,"  expounded  in  those  days  to 
disturb  the  mind  of  the  slave  or  the  slaveholder.  Every  one  lived  in 
arcadian  simplicity  and  contentment.  The  negro  was  satisfied  with  his 
position,  and  rendered  valuable  services  to  his  master,  and  was  ever 
ready  to  help  him  against  the  treacherous  Indians.  During  the  war  of 
1812  several  of  them  accompanied  their  masters  to  the  battle-field,  and 
materially  helped  their  masters  and  the  troops. 

By  an  ordinance  enacted  by  Congress,  dated  July  13,  1787,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  river,"  there  was  a  clause  in  Article  VI.  saying  that 
"there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  ter- 
ritory, otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes."  This  was  a  safe- 
guard by  Congress  to  prevent  the  extension  of  slavery  northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river.  Notwithstanding  this  wise  provision  our  ancestors  paid  but 
little  attention  to  it,  for  whenever  a  spruce  negro  was  brought  by  the 
Indians  he  was  sure  to^  find  a  purchaser  at  a  reasonable  price.  Most 
every  prominent  man  in  those  days  had  a  slave  or  two,  especially  mer- 
chants trading  with  the  Indians. 
53 
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Detroit  jukI  vitinity  was  a  heaven  to  tlie  slave  compared  to  the  South- 
ern States,  allhouj^h  slavery  was  earried  on  on  a  moderate  scale  here, 
there  beinj,'  no  cotton  or  rice  tields  to  employ  them  in,  their  labor  being 
on  the  plantations  near  Detroit,  or  at  their  master's  houses.  The  master 
once  attached  to  his  "Sambo."  a  <;reat  jirice  would  have  to  be  paid  to  buy 
him. 

The  late  .Tud^e  May  had  a  slave-woman  who  had  come  to  his  hands 
for  a  debt  owed  him  by  one  (Jraiichin.  This  faithful  slave  served  the 
.lud^'c  some  LM  years.  Mr.  .Joseph  Campau,  an  extensive  trader  in  those 
flays,  had  as  many  as  ten  slaves  at  ditferent  times.  Anionj;  them  was  a 
youn^r  ne«;ro  named  "Crow,"'  who  was  quite  a  favorite  of  Mr.  C,  who  ha^ 
liim  dres.sed  in  scarlet,  a  contrast  with  his  color.  This  negro,  to  the 
amusement  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  town,  used  to  ascend  old  St. 
.Vnne's  riinrch  steeple  and  there  perform  some  of  his  gymnastic  tricks, 
lie  was  supplf  and  elastic  as  a  circus-rider.  He  had  been  purchased  at 
M(»ntn'al  by  Mr.  ('amj>au.  He  was  afterwards  drowned  from  one  of  Mr. 
(\'ii  batteaux.  "Hannah,"  another  intelligent  colored  woman,  was  pur- 
chased at  Montreal  by  Mr.  C.  This  faithful  slave,  after  serving  him  several 
years,  married  ''Patterson."  also  a  slave.  "Mulct,"  one  of  the  most 
honest  and  faithful  of  all  slaves,  also  belonged  to  Mr.  Campau,  who  very 
often  employed  him  as  confidential  <-lerk.  This  slave  died  but  a  few- 
years  ago  at  a  very  advanced  age,  respected  and  esteemed  for  his  great 
integrity  and  fidelity. 

The  slave  "Tetro"  was  among  the  favorites  of  Maj.  Cami»au.  He,  too, 
was  as  faithful  and  as  honest  as  the  day  was  long. 

The  late  Gen.  John  R.  Williams  also  possessed  a  slave,  named  "Hector." 
He,  too,  was  faithful  and  trustworthy.  In  the  year  1831  Daniel  Leroy, 
Ohnstead  Chamberlain,  and  Gideon  O.  WhittcMuore  sold  to  Col.  ^lack. 
Gen.  ^^'illiams.  and  >faj.  Campau  the  newspaper  called  the  OdhJand 
Chrfniicl(\  the  oflice  being  transferred  here,  and  tlu»  well  known  slave 
"Hector"  was  placed  in  charge  of  it.  \\'hen  the  late  Col.  Sheldon  Mc- 
Knight  entered  to  take  possession  he  was  fierceh'  resisted  by  "Hector," 
who  showed  fight,  and  the  Colonel  had  to  retreat.  This  paper  was  after- 
wards merged  into  the  Frcr  Press  of  this  city. 

Ann  W'yiey,  a  fornu'r  slave,  suffered  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law 
for  having  stolen  six  guineas  from  the  lirm  of  .Abbott  &  Finchley.  She 
was  sentenced  to  death  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  buried  on  the  s]>ot 
where  St.  Anne's  Church  now  stands,  whicli  ground  was  used  as  a  place 
of  burial  in  early  days;  and  when,  in  1S17,  the  foundations  of  the  church 
were  being  excavated  for,  the  body  of  this  unfortunate  woman  was  found, 
face  downward.  It  was  su]»[»osed  that  she  was  in  a  trance  at  the  time 
of  her  burial.  This  incident  was  related  to  me  by  an  old  lady,  some  years 
ago,  who  kiK'w  all  about  the  facts,  and  who  has  since  died. 

The  late  .loscph  Di'ouiliard.  of  I'etite  Cote.  Can.ida.  had  two  daugliters. 
T'pon  the  marriiige  of  one  of  them  to  the  grandfather  of  yoiir  humble 
servant  she  i-eceived  a  farm;  the  other  rec<Mved  two  slaves  as  her  mar- 
riage jiortion.  This  gor's  to  show  that  the  negro  in  those  days  was  con- 
sidered a  chattel.  Several  of  our  Fniidi  fainicrs  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  had  one  or  more  of  llieuj. 

Many  anecdotes  can  be  rel:ited  of  Africa's  sons  among  our  ancestors, 
and  they  as  a  class  were  well  cared  for  and  educated  by  ilieir  kind 
masters.  I  could  digress  ami  go  into  more  details,  but  the  ju'esent  sketch 
will  siiftlce  to  show  our  nu»deiii  philanthropists  that  the  slaves  here  in 
Detroit  wei-e  as  well  treated  ;is  the  families  in  which  their  lot  had  been 
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cast.  The  question  may  be  asked:  *'How  did  slavery  die  out  here?" 
The  owners  of  slaves,  after  having  received  their  services  for  a  number 
of  years  generally  would  liberate  them,  or  sometimes  sell  them  to  parties 
outside  of  the  Territory.  When  the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787  was 
extended  over  the  Northwest,  Michigan  assumed  for  the  first  time  the 
first  grade  of  government,  and  the  laws  of  Congress  were  put  in  force, 
no  more  slaves  were  afterward  allowed  to  be  brought  into  the  Territory, 
and  slaverv  was  known  no  more  here! 


SALE  OF  NEGRO  MAN  POMPEY. 
COPY  OF  DEED  FURNISHED  BY  W.  W.  BACKUS  OF  DETROIT. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents:  That  I,  James  May  of  Detroit,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  forty-five  pounds.  New  York  currency, 
to  me  in  hand  paid  by  John  Askin,  Esqr.,  of  Detroit,  the  receipt  whereof 
I  do  hereby  acknowledge  to  be  fully  satisfied  and  paid,  have  sold  and 
delivered,  and  by  these  presents,  in  plain  and  open  market,  do  bargain, 
sell,  and  deliver  unto  the  said  John  Askin,  Esqr.,  a  certain  negro  man, 
Pompey  by  name,  to  have  and  to  hold  said  negro  unto  the  said  John 
Askin,  Esqr..  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  forever; 
and  I,  the  said  James  May,  for  my  heirs,  executors  and  assigns,  against 
all  manner  of  person  or  persons  shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever 
defend  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  nine- 
teenth day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninetv-four.  Signed, 

JAMES  MAY. 

In  presence  of  '  ■ 

Egbert  Stevens. 

I  do  hereby  make  over  my  whole  right,  title,  and  interest  in  the  above 
mentioned  negro  man  Pompey  to  Mr.  James  Donnolson  of  this  place  for 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds.  New  York  currency,  the  receipt  of  which  I  do 
hereby  acknowledge,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  at  Detroit,  this  third 
day  of  Januarv,  1795. 

Signed,  JOHN  ASKIN. 

Witness,  William  McClintock. 


THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  DETROIT. 
HISTORY   OF    THE    CHURCH    AND    SOCIETY. 

The  following  history  was  prepared  for  and  published  in  the  '^Demo- 
crat  and  Inquirer"  of  Detroit  in  Septeinber,  1855,  at  the  time  of  the 
dedication  of  the  new  church  edifice.  Deeming  it  of  value  as  the  record 
of  the  pioneer  Presbyterian  Society  of  Detroit,  I  have  had  it  copied  for 
publication  in  this  permanent  form. 

Of  those  who  joined  in  the  adoption  of  the  first  constitution  of  this 
society,  December,  7th,  1821,  nearly  all  died  in  Detroit.  Two  of  them, 
viz. :  J.  D.  Doty  and  John  P.  Sheldon,  removed  from  here,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  to  learn  that  they  still  live.     Of  the  forty-nine  who  composed 
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the  church  and  its  officers  at  its  reorganization  in  January,  1825,  there 
are  now  (April,  1870)  living  in  Detroit  only  one,  viz.:  Mrs.  Jane  M. 
Palmer;  one  or  two  others  are  residing  elsewhere. 

Messrs.  David  Cooper,  Alanson  Sheley,  and  Jacob  S.  Farrand,  for  many 
years  connected  with  this  church  and  society,  are  yet  members  and 
ruling  elders. 

I  have  added  to  the  history  the  changes  in  the  pastors,  and  the  addi- 
tional elders  and  deacons  elected  since  the  date  of  the  publication  of  this 
bistorv  in  September,  1855,  to  the  present  time. 

SAMUEL  ZUG, 
Se&y  Wayne  County  Plon^^cr  Society. 

Detroit,  April  ^876. 

To-morrow  the  new  church  edifice  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Farmer 
Sts.,  and  to  be  hereafter  dedicated  to  the  services  pertaining  to  the 
religious  worship  of  the  Frst  Presbyterian  Church  of  Detroit,  is  to  be 
opened  for  the  lirst  time  since  its  completion,  for  its  destined  use.  The 
occasion  is  a  fitting  one  to  go  back  to  the  commencement  of  this  enter- 
prise, and  to  trace  as  well,  and  briefly  as  may  be,  its  origin,  gradual 
growth  and  progress,  giving,  also,  the  names  of  those  who  have  from 
time  to  time  been  prominently  connected  with  it,  and  many  of  whom 
have  already  passed  to  their  final  account.  Such  a  history  has  its  inter- 
est alike  to  those  who  have  toiled  patiently  and  long  in  its  service  and 
are  fast  hastening  to  the  grave,  and  those  who,  at  least  partially,  un- 
informed as  to  the  early  history  of  the  society,  now,  with  willing  hands 
and  hearts,  take  their  places  in  its  ranks,  and  labor  as  their  fathers  and 
predecessors  have  before  them.  It  will  serve  to  awaken  emotions  of 
gratitude  and  affection  towards  those  devoted  men  and  women  whose 
heads  have  whitened  in  the  service  of  the  first  Protestant  organization 
that  ever  had  an  existence  in  this  city,  and  whose  westering  sun  is  casting 
its  lengthened  shadows  along  the  brief  pathway  that  is  remaining  to 
them.  It  will  excite  thanksgiving  in  the  hearts  of  its  present  mem- 
bers to  that  God  who  has  so  safely  and  prosperously  led  them  in  the  days 
that  are  ])ast. 

It  will  strengthen  the  faith  with  whicli  now  they  dedicate  the  fruits 
of  their  jjrosjterity  to  the  glory  and  cause  of  Him  who  has  guided  them 
in  all  their  ways,  whether  by  the  pillar  of  cloud  or  of  fire.  The  First  I'res- 
byterian  church  of  Detroit  grew  u])  with  the  first  immigration  of  Prot- 
estant population  of  sufficient  number  to  institute  a  church. 

From  the  first  settlement  of  the  place,  the  inhabitants  were  chiefly 
French,  and  belonged  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith. 

On  the  nth  of  June,  1810,  Rev.  John  Monteith.  a  missionary  com- 
missioned by  the  P.oard  of  Missions  of  the  Ceiieral  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  cliurch  of  the  United  States,  arrivecl  and  commenced  his 
labors. 

Detroit  was  at  that  time  a  snuill  village,  nunibering  in  all  not  much 
over  1,000  inhabitants.  On  the  5th  of  August  ensuing,  a  meeting  of 
citizens  of  the  Protestant  faith  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  society  for  the  support  of  religious  worship,  and  an  informal  organiza- 
tion was  etlected.  In  the  month  (tf  May  following,  1817,  a  jjetition  was 
presented  to  the  (Jf)vernor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  for  a 
lot  to  be  granted  for  a  Protestant  church.  Tlie  i»etition  was  not  definitely 
acted  ui)on  till  ISH),  when  it  was  complied  with,  and  the  lot  on  Wood 
ward  avenue,  from  Larned  street  to  Congress,  was  granted  to  "the  First 
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Protestant  Society,"  wWeh  was  the  title  taken  by  the  church  and  con- 
gregation. Subsequently,  the  Governor  and  Judges  changed  the  position 
of  the  streets  so  that  Congress  street  was  removed  farther  north  by  the 
width  of  one  small  lot,  which  never  belonged  to  the  Society. 

There  was  some  difficulty  about  obtaining  the  deed  at  first,  one  of 
the  Judges  having  some  scruples  about  voting  away  property  for  any  such 
purpose;  but  finally,  in  1825,  at  a  called  meeting  of  the  Territorial  Board 
of  Government,  the  instrument  was  made  out,  and  is  now  on  record. 
The  document  is  as  follows: 

Deed  of  lots  59,  60,  61,  62,  and  part  of  58,  section  1,  received  for  record 
this  21st  dav  of  December,  A.  D.,  1825,  at  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

P.  LECUYER,   Cittj  Register. 

Governor  and  Judges  to  the  First  Protestant  Society  of  the  City  of  Detroit: 
This  indenture  made  the  9th  day  of  December,  1825,  by  the  Governor 
and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  the  Trustees  of  the  First 
Protestant  Society  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  Witnesseth:  That  the  said 
Governor  and  Judges,  in  consideration  of  one  dollar  to  them  in  hand  paid^, 
the  receipt  whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  given,  granted, 
bargained  and  confirmed  in  pursuance  to  an  act  of  Congress  passed  April 
21st,  1806,  in  this  behalf  made  and  provided,  and  hereby,  give,  grant, 
and  confirm  unto  the  said  Trustees  of  the  First  Protestant  Society  of  the 
city  of  Detroit,  their  successors  and  assigns,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of 
ground,  lying  and  being  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  embracing  according  to  the 
recorded  plan  of  said  city  lots  59,  60,  61,  62,  and  a  part  of  lot  58,  of 
section  1,  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at 
the  southwest  corner  of  lot  62  in  said  section  1,  at  the  intersection  of 
Larned  street  and  Woodward  avenue,  and  running  thence  north  30 
degrees  west  230  feet;  thence  north  60  degrees  east,  100  feet;  thence 
south  30  degrees  east  230  feet;  thence  south  60  degrees  west  100  feet  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  containing  by  estimation  23,000  square  feet  more  or 
less.  To  have  and  to  hold  said  tract  or  parcel  of  ground  unto  them  the 
said  Trustees  of  the  First  Protestant  Society  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  their 
successors  and  assigns,  forever,  saving,  however^  and  especially  reserv- 
ing and  excepting  from  the  operation  of  this  deed,  all  and  singular  any 
former  and  adverse  rights  and  claims  of  any  person  or  persons  in  and 
to  all  or  any  of  the  tract  of  land  above  described  which  may  hereafter 
be  set  up  or  substantiated. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Governor  and  Judges  have  hereto  sub- 
scribed their  names,  and  affixed  their  seals  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 

LEWIS  CASS, 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  Governor  of  Michigan  Territory. 

presence  of  SOL.  SIBLEY, 

Hexry  Chipmax^  one  of  the  Judges  of  Michigan. 

E.  A.  Brlsh.  JOHN  kUNT, 

one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

In  1818,  Mr.  Monteith  was  enabled  to  organize  a  church  partaking 
somewhat  of  the  features  and  doctrines  of  a  Presbyterian  Church,  yet  not 
sufficiently  so  to  repel  those  of  other  religious  persuasions  of  a  Protestant 
kind,  from  cordially  uniting  with  them.  At  the  time  of  this  organization 
the  first  Ruling  Elders  were  chosen  and  ordained.     They  were  Mr.  J.  J. 
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Deming,  Mr.  Levi  Brown,  and  Mr.  Lemuel  Shattiuk.  These  three  gentle- 
men are  still  living,  Mr.  Deming  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Brown  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  and  Mr.  Shattnck  in  Boston.  Mr.  Monteith  continued  his  labors  with 
the  congregation  until  January  17th,  ISli),  when  he  was  ai)i)ointed  to  go 
abroad  and  solicit  lunds  lor  the  erection  of  a  i)lace  of  worsliij).  On  the 
17th  of  the  following  .lune  he  returned  and  reported  that  he  had  collected 
for  the  purpose  the  sum  of  |;i,122.4t).  In  the  year  1820,  the  building  of 
a  house  of  worship  was  begun,  and  it  was  completed  the  year  following 
at  a  cost  of  about  |7,000.  It  occupied  the  spot  where  the  lecture  room 
of  the  church  stood  before  it  was  burned  down  in  1854.  On  the  23d  of 
July,  1821,  Mr.  Monteith  took  leave  of  the  Society,  at  which  time  a  meet- 
ing was  held  and  an  address  voted  him.  He  is  now  living,  as  we  are  told, 
in  Elyria,  Ohio.  On  the  15th  of  the  next  October,  a  meeting  was  held  to 
reorganize  the  Society,  which  had  not  yet  been  incoi'j)orated.  We  find  the 
following  minute  of  proceedings,  the  first  record  to  be  found.  On  the 
30th  of  November,  another  meeting  w^as  beld,  a  new  constitution  was 
drawn  up  and  signed,  trustees  elected,  and  they  instructed  to  procure 
from  the  Territorial  Government  an  act  of  incorporation.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  co])y  of  the  constitution,  together  with  the  names  of  those  who 
signed  it,  and  who  formed  the  first  Protestant  or  Presbyterian  organi- 
zation of  which  any  written  records  are  extant: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation  of  the  First  Protestant  Church  of  the 
city  of  Detroit,  held  at  the  Church,  on  the  15th  day  of  October,  1821, 
pursuant  to  notice  in  the  Detroit  Gazette,  .lames  Abbott,  Esq.,  was  elected 
Chairman  and  Lemuel  Shattuck  was  elected  Secretary  pro  tempore. 

The  following  persons  were  then  elected  trustees  of  this  cori)oration, 
to  serve  the  year  ending  the  Saturday  preceding  the  first  Monday  of 
September,  1822,  to  wit:  James  Abbott,  Austin  E.  Wing,  Thos.  Bowland. 
Henry  I.  Hunt,  and  D'Garmo  Jones,  (^^harles  C.  Trowbridge  was  elected 
Secretary  to  the  corporation,  and  the  board  adjourned  sine  die. 

It  is  well  here  to  note  that  these  are  the  first  trustees  whose  names  are 
known. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  FIRST  PROTESTANT  SOCIETY   OF  DETROIT. 

To  insure  the  regular  public  worshij*  of  Almighty  God,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  many  advantages  which  result  therefrom,  we,  the  sub- 
scribers, do  hereby  associate  under  the  name  of  ''The  First  Protestant 
Society  of  Detroit,"  and  do  establish  the  following  as  our  constitution: 

Article  1.  P^very  person  owning  a  pew,  and  every  persim  holding  a 
pew  by  rent  in  the  First  Protestant  Church  of  Detroit,  and  becoming 
lialde  for  the  taxes  which  may  be  levied  thereon,  and  every  person  who 
shall  contribute  1o  the  funds  of  the  society  five  dollars  annually,  shall  be 
members  thereof. 

AuT.  2,  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  consist  of  five  trustees,  and 
a  secretary  who  shall  bo  annually  elected  by  the  members  on  the  last 
Monday  in  November.  The  society  may  from  time  to  time,  if  necessary, 
elect  other  officers;  all  officers  shall  be  elected  ])y  ballot,  and  no  person 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  a  trustee,  unless  such  person  shall  be  the 
owner-  of  a  pew. 

AuT.  3.  Should  there  l»e  no  election  on  the  last  ^londay  of  November, 
the  officers  then  acting  shall  continue  to  exercise  and  i)erform  their 
resi»ective  |)owers  and  duties  until  others  are  eh'cted  foi"  the  remaining 
part  of  the  year  by  a  meeting  of  the  society  to  be  held  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable after  the  said  last  Monday  in  Novnniber. 
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Art.  4.  Vacancies  occurring  by  death  or  removal  or  refjisal  to  act 
of  any  person  or  persons  appointed  to  be  officers  of  this  society  shall  be 
filled  b}'  persons  elected  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  members. 

Art.  5.  Every  proprietor  of  a  pew,  or  if  such  pew  be  leased,  then 
every  lessee  of  such  pew^  if  he  becomes  responsible  for  such  taxes  as  may 
be  assessed  thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  vote  on  all  questions  before  the 
society,  subject  to  the  limitations  hereinafter  prescribed:  Provided  al- 
Kcii/s,  That  in  no  case  shall  both  owner  and  lessee  have  a  right  to  vote 
as  aforesaid. 

Art.  6.  The  owner  or  owners  of  any  pew  shall  be  entitled  to  give  but 
one  vote. 

Art.  7.  Every  person  who  may  become  a  member  of  this  society  by 
contributing  to  the  funds  thereof  of  five  dollars  annually,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  on  all  questions  before  the  society,  excepting  such  questions  as 
directly  affect  the  property  of  the  society,  or  assessment  of  taxes  on  pews, 
and  such  question  relating  to  amendments  to  this  constitution  as  may 
affect  ithe  property  of  the  pews  or  the  taxation  thereof. 

Art.  8.  It  shall  be  competent  for  a  majority  of  the  Society  present, 
at  any  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  to  levy  such  equal  sums  upon 
each  pew  (the  sums  upon  each  double  pew  being  double  the  sums  upon 
each  single  pew)  as  such  majority  may  think  proper,  for  the  repairs 
or  the  improvement  of  the  church  or  the  support  of  a  clergyman;  and 
such  meeting  may  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  such  sums  shall  be 
assessed  and  collected,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  double  pews  and 
single  pews  shall  be  sold  for  the  same  when  payment  is  not  otherwise 
made. 

Art.  9.  The  sums  subscribed  by  persons  who  are  members  b}^  con- 
tribution, agreeably  to  the  first  article  of  this  constitution  shall  be  paid 
quarterly  in  advance. 

Art.  10.  Any  person,  a  member  of  this  Society  by  contribution,  who 
may  determine  to  dissolve  his  connection  therewith,  shall  give  notice  in 
writing  to  the  Trustees  of  his  intention,  and  shall  pay  to  them  the 
amount  of  the  next  quarterl}^  payment  which  may  become  due  on  his 
subscription,  and  all  sums,  if  any,  before  due;  and  thereafter  such  person 
shall  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Art.  11.  The  Trustees  shall  extend  invitations  to  clergymen,  but  their 
employment  and  dismission  shall  at  all  times  be  the  right  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Society  for  the  time  being. 

Art.  12.  The  salary  of  the  clergymen  shall  be  fixed  by  a  majority  of 
the  Society,  at  a  general  meeting. 

Art.  >  1.3.  All  the  secular  matters  of  the  Society  not  provided  for  by 
this  constitution,  or  submitted  to  a  general  meeting,  shall  be  directed  by 
the  Trustees,  who  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  November,  make  a 
report  of  their  proceedings,  the  state  of  the  funds,  and  property  of  the 
Society,  and  of  such  other  matters  as  may  be  proper  to  communicate 
to  the  members  thereof. 

Art.  14.  Public  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Trustees  at  least  three 
days  previous  to  any  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  transaction  of  any 
secular  business,  which  notice  shall  be  published  in  a  Gazette,  printed 
in  the  city  of  Detroit,  or  by  posting  notices  in  not  less  than  three  of  the 
most  public  places  in  said  city;  and  on  the  written  application  of  any 
seven  members  of  the  Society  to  the  Trustees,  requesting  that  a  meeting 
of  the  Society  may  be  called,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  call 
a  meeting  agreeably  to  the  said  application. 

Art.  15.     Amendments  to  the  constitution  shall  be  discussed  at  the 
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annual  meetinjjs  of  the  Society,  but  no  amendments  shall  be  made  unless 
it  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  Trustees  in  writing,  at  least  two 
months  previous  to  said  annual  meetiup:,  and  shall  receive  the  assent 
of  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  tlu*  nieiiibers  present  at  said  meeting,  en- 
titled to  vote  on  the  question. 

Akt.  16.  No  article  or  part  of  this  constitution  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  affect  any  right  accjuircd  under  the  constitution  of  "The  First 
Evangelical  Society  of  Detroit,"  dated  September  15th,  1817,  afterwards 
called  "The  First  Protestant  Church  of  Detroit."  but  the  same  shall  re- 
main in  as  full  force  as  though  this  constitution  had  not  been  adopted. 

Dated  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the  7th  day  of  December,  18121. 

CuAKLKS  Lakn'ei),  Jamks  Abhott, 

A.  E.  Wing,  Hknuy  I.  Ilixr, . 

Thomas  Palmkk,  Hexky  Sanderson, 

J.  D.  Doty,  D.  G.  Jones, 

Thos.  Kowlani),  John  P.  Sheldon, 

Step.  C.  IIenky,  John  J.  Deming, 

Frs.  Audrain,  Lew.  Cass, 
William  Woodbkidge,  B.  Woodwokth, 

Jno.  Hint,  A.  Edw akds, 

Justin  Rice,  B.  F.  H.  Witherell. 

The  trustees  failed  at  that  time  to  jirocnre  a  special  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. Indeed,  the  society  never  had  any  special  act,  as  we  can  ascertain. 
They  finally  availed  themselves  of  a  general  act  of  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, i)assed  April  12th,  1821,  entitled  '^Vn  act  to  confer  on  certain 
associations  the  iiowers  and  immunities  of  corporations,  or  bodies  politic 
in  law."  The  first  section  of  this  original  act  designates  how  persons 
may  associate  themselves,  and  form  societies  for  scientific,  literary,  charit- 
able, or  religious  purposes;  the  second,  how  the  constitution  of  such 
societies  may  be  amended;  the  third  defines  the  general  powers  of  such 
societies;  the  fourth  authorizing  them  to  hold  land  and  possess  ]tersonal 
property;  the  fifth  making  it  obligatory  upon  the  Territorial  Kegisters 
to  give  notice  of  bequests  made  in  wills  to  any  society;  the  sixth  declaring 
that  tlie  act  may  be  altered  by  the  Legislature;  the  seventh  designating 
who  shiill  settle  the  .'iffairs  of  a  corjtoration  when  it  is  dissolved;  the 
eighth  giving  tlie  trustees  jiower  to  sue  in  the  name  of  the  coi-jxiration, 
arnl  inalviiig  them  iiidivi(ln;illy  resjionsible  for  its  corporation  debts  after 
its  dissolution.     The  a<'t  concludes  as  follows: 

"The  .same  being  adopted  from  the  laws  of  two  of  the  original  States, 
namely.  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  as  far  as  necessary  and  suitable 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  made.  ado|>ted,  and 
I)ublished  at  the  city  of  Detroit  this  12th  diiv  of  Ajiril.  ls21. 

"  LKWIS  CASS. 
(lurcinor  of  the  Ti'rritorif  of  M iiliiiinii. 
A.  B.  WOODW.Mil). 
our  of  the  Jii<I(/rH  of  the  Territorif  of  M iehi(/<ui. 

JOHN   GIUFFIN. 
our  of  the  Judffra  of  the  Trrriton/  of  ]fichiiiiin. 

» 
On  the  7lh  of  Decr'iiiber  a  call  was  exiemled   to  ]{ev.  Mr.  Baiiows.  a 
Presbyterian  clergyin.-in  in  New  York.     F:iiling  in  this  call,  the  trustees 
were  ;iiillMMi7.r(l  M;iy  UMh.  I s22.  to  em|>loy  Kev.  Mr.  Welton.  a  Methodist 
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clergyman,  as  a  supply  for  such  time  as  the  pulpit  might  be  vacant,  or 
till  another  person  should  be  employed.  He  acted  as  such,  we  believe, 
a  short  time.  In  June  Rev.  Mr.  Grattan,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  was 
employed,  and  continued  for  one  month,  and  July  9th  there  is  a  minute 
to  be  found  on  the  records  ordering  his  payment  for  one  month's  services. 
Two  days  after,  Eev.  Mr.  Moore,  another  missionary  from  the  Board  of 
Missions,  arrived  and  began  his  labors.  September  23d  he  was  employed 
by  the  congregation,  as  a  sated  supply  for  one  year.  In  March,  1823^ 
Mr.  B.  F.  H.  Witherell  was  appointed  to  procure  an  act  of  incorporation, 
but  failed  to  do  so.  Mr.  Moore  continued  his  labors  with  the  congrega- 
tion until  October,  1824,  although  his  formal  connection  with  the  society 
terminated  in  July  previous.  Mr.  Moore  is  still  living  in  Pennsylvania. 
On  the  2d  of  August,  1824,  Rev.  Mr.  Cadle  was  authorized  to  occupy  the 
pulpit  until  other  measures  should  be  adopted — should  Mr,  Moore  decline 
to  do  so.  Mr.  Cadle  was  at  that  time  the  rector  of  an  Episcopal  church 
which  had  been  organized.  Mr.  Moore  did  not  return,  and  Rev.  Noah 
M.  Wells,  now  of  this  city,  was  called,  and  commenced  his  labors  as. 
pastor  in  May,  1825.  The  elders  who  had  been  elected  and  ordained  in 
1818,  and  many  of  the  members  of  the  church  also,  having  removed,  and 
the  church  being  in  need  of  officers,  it  was  reorganized  January  23d,  1825, 
and  then  adopted  articles  of  faith,  which  fully  committed  the  society 
to  the  Presbyterian  doctrine  and  form  of  government.  At  that  time 
there  were  five  members  who  had  formerly  been  Episcopalians;  two  of 
them  took  letters  of  dismission  to  the  Episcopal  church  of  the  place,  and 
the  remaining  three  signified  their  agreement  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

From  that  time  it  has  ever  taken  distinctive  ground  as  a  church  of  the 
denomination  with  which  it  has  ever  since  been  connected.  It  numbered 
at  that  time  eleven  male  and  thirty-eight  female  members.  Their  names 
are — 


Stephen  C.  Henry, 
John  J.  Deming, 
Elijah  Converse, 
Seth  Beach, 
Justin  Rice, 
Phebe  Crosby, 
Catharine  Jone§, 
Hannah  Rob}', 
Temperance  Mack, 
Rebecca  Converse, 
Jane  Kelly, 
Ann  Henry, 
Martha  TenEyck, 
Almira  Wilcox, 
Mary  McMillan, 
Maria  Brewster, 
Lucre  tia  Goodwin, 


Ann  Hunt, 
Mary  Hunt, 
Theodocia  Petit, 
Mai-y  Gillett, 
Eurotas  P.  Hastings, 
Ashbel  S.  Wells, 
J.  W.  Woolsey, 
Cullen  Brown, 
Wm.  B.  Hunt, 
Mary  Chapin, 
Fanny  Mack, 
Elizabeth  Nobles, 
Lovisa  Cooper, 
Elizabeth  Cass, 
Margaret  Audrain, 
Jane  M.  Palmer, 


Mary  J.  Scott, 
Lydia  Sanderson, 
Abigail  Goodwin, 
Achsah  Goodwin, 
Catharine  Bronson, 
Ruthy  Edwards, 
Sarah  Hubbard, 
Nancy  Canniif , 
Lucy  Brown, 
Mary  Rice, 
Matilda  Hurd, 
Emily  Deming, 
Sophia  Seymour, 
Melicent  Hunt, 
Mary  Owen, 
Asenath  Lee. 


C.  Henry,  E.  P.  Hastings,  J.  J.  Deming,  and  A.  S.  Wells  were  elected 
and  ordained  Ruling  Elders.  E.  P  Hastings,  H  I.  Hunt,  Shubael  Conant, 
Levi  Cook,  and  Austin  E.  Wing  were  elected  Trustees.  Of  these  forty- 
nine  members  a  few  "continue  till  this  present,"  but  most  of  them  "have 
fallen  asleep."  Those  who  are  still  living  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  green 
old  age,  an/i  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances,  are  Mr.  E.  P.  Hastings  and  wife,  Mrs.  McMillan.  Mrs. 
John  Palmer,  Mrs.  Cooper,  Mrs.  Wilber,  Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs.  Shadracli 
Gillett,  and  Mrs.  Brewster,  who  is  now  in  connection  with  Christ  church 
The  rest,  it  is  believed,  are  all  absent  from  the  city;  a  few  perhaps,  in 
c4 
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the  land  of  the  living,  but  most  have  gone  the  returnless  way.  At  this 
time  the  Sabbath  school  connected  with  the  church,  was  held  in  the 
University  building  on  Bates  street,  now  used  for  a  public  school.  It 
was  under  the  superintendence  of  Kev.  Ashbel  S.  Wells,  and  Jacob  S. 
Farrand.  Es(i.,  is  now  the  only  person  conneited  with  the  Sabbath  school 
of  the  church  of  to-day,  who  was  in  any  manner  connected  with  the  school 
at  that  tinu".  February  .'{d,  IsJT,  Dr.  Justin  Kice  and  Chas.  ('.  Sears  were 
ordained  and  added  to  the  Kldership.  In  August,  IS'.',:',,  IJtMij.  F.  Larned, 
Edward  IJinghani,  and  II.  llallock  were  also  ordained  and  added  to  the 
Eldership.  Mr.  Larned  is  at  present  the  incumbent  of  a  government  office 
at  Washington;  the  other  two  are  still  residents  of  our  city. 

Between  the  year  lS2'.i,  and  the  period  to  which  this  narrative  is  now 
brought,  there  liad  been  some  questions  arising  between  the  Episcopal 
Society  and  the  First  Protestant,  relative  to  the  lot  of  ground  wliich  the 
society  owned.  It  is  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  discuss  in 
the  least  the  merits  of  the  issue,  or  to  venture  any  oi)inion  on  the  matter. 
Suffice  it  simply  to  say  that  the  Episcopalians  claimed  that  they  ought  to 
have  a  portion  of  the  lot  for  their  uses, — the  same  having  been  deeded 
to  a  Protestant  society,  and  first  donated  (not  deeded),  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  separate  Episcopal  church  in  existence  here.  A  lease  of 
sixty  feet  on  Woodward  avenue,  running  back  100  feet,  was  finally  given 
the  Episcopal  soci<'ty,  on  which  they  built  a  house  of  worship,  which 
subse(|ueutly  was  deeded  to  them. 

The  lot  is  now  occupied  by  the  stores  of  Messrs.  Xoyes,  Eldred  «S: 
Marvin,  and  Atkinson  &  Co. 

The  whole  lot  at  that  time  was  used  for  burial  purposes.  Between  the 
two  houses  (tf  worship,  and  behind  them,  the  dead  were  buried,  and 
it  is  but  recently  thai  their  bodies  have  been  exhumed  and  re-interred 
in  I^lmwood. 

In  the  sjn-ing  of  IS'M  the  old  church  was  removed  to  make  room  for  a 
more  commodious  and  elegant  one.  The  growth  of  the  city,  as  also  that 
of  the  church,  demanded  an  enlargement  which  could  only  be  properly 
effected  by  removing  and  building  anew.  The  old  edifice  was  accord- 
ingly removed  to  the  corner  of  Michigan  avenue  and  Farmer  street, 
where  it  was  almost  immediately  titled  ni);ind  used  as  a  cholera  hospital, 
as  tliat  disease  was  raging  for  the  tirsl  time  in  this  city.  After  that  it 
was  for  some  time  used  ;is  a  Roman  ('atholic  cluirch,  and  subseciuently 
sold  to  Mi*.  Robert  Hilton,  whose  intention  was  to  turn  it  int«)  a  I'niver- 
salist  chajiel.  This  j)lan,  however,  failed.  Some  talk  was  then  had 
about  ciuiverting  it  into  a  theater,  but  the  transfer  and  change  were 
never  made.  It  was  afterwards  resold  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  who 
moved  if  into  the  eighth  ward,  where  it  now  stands,  on  the  corner  of 
Seventh  and  Porter  str<'els.  While  it  was  being  moved,  several  altem|>ls 
were  made  lo  fire  it  and  burn  it  down,  and  considerable  excitement  was 
<-reated, — so  much  so  that  a  guard  was  finally  placed  in  it  by  night  to 
watch,  and  ])revent  the  accomjdishment  of  tlu'  wicked  design.  This 
was  about  the  year  1S40.  And  now  as  we  write,  the  work  has  commenced 
on  a  new  brick  cluirch  to  supersede  it.  and  the  old  building  must  again 
start  upon  its  travels,  or  be  razed  to  the  ground.  The  new  church  was 
of  brick,  iMiilt  by  .\lanson  Slieley,  Es(|.,  and  c(»st  .^.''.O.OdO. 

In  July  of  this  year  (IS.'U),  Mi-.  Wells  resigned  his  pastoral  charge  and 
Hev.  John  ]'.  Cleveland  accepted  a  call  and  iniinediately  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  pastor.  Mi-.  Wells  removed  to  .Mishawak;r.  Indiana,  ami  slnutly 
after   was  .-ippoinled   cluiplain   ;il    tin-   military   ]»ost    then   at    Prairie  du 
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CMen,  which  position  he  held  till  the  Mexican  war  broke  out,  when  the 
troops  were  ordered  from  that  post.  He  then  returned  to  this  city  and 
soon  entered  upon  the  duties  of  chaplain  for  the  American  Bethel  Society, 
which  position  he  still  sustains,  beloved  and  reverenced  by  very  many 
among  us.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  Mr,  Stephen  Wells  was  ordained 
an  elder  and  added  to  the  session.  He  is  still  living  at  Salem,  Mass.  In 
November,  1835,  Mr.  Robert  Stuart  and  Chas.  G.  Hammond  were  added 
to  the  eldership,  and  July  7th,  1839,  Jonathan  Kearsley  and  David 
French  were  also  ordained.  The  oldest  book  of  the  Society  records  ends 
at  this  time,  and  we  append  the  last  minute  made  in  the  book.  This  book 
was  for  a  long  time  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon  Wm.  A.  Fletcher, 
during  which  period  (until  the  25th  of  November,  1836),  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society  were  noted  upon  detached  pieces  of  paper,  most  of  which 
cannot  be  found. 

JNO.  CHESTER,  Clerk. 

Dec.  20th,  1836. 

In  1838,  Rev.  Mr.  Cleveland  resigned  his  pastoral  charge,  and  Rev. 
George  Duffield,  the  present  pastor,  and  then  of  New  York  city,  accepted 
the  invitation  tendered  him  by  the  church,  arrived  and  began  his  labors 
Oct.  1st.  Mr,  Cleveland  removed  to  Marshall,  where  he  took  charge  of 
a  college  then  in  existence  there.  He  afterwards  became  pastor  of  the 
Third  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cincinnati,  subsequently  of  one  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  at  a  later  period  of  one  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  and  last 
month  we  believe  he  removed  to  Lowell — at  any  rate  left  Northampton, 
Aid.  Sheley  is  the  only  teacher  in  the  present  Sabbath  school  of  the 
church  who  was  so  engaged  in  the  school  at  the  time  Mr.  Cleveland  left. 
Dr.  Duffield  received  a  call  from  the  church  to  become  its  pastor,  the 
same  month  of  his  arrival  here,  and  on  the  11th  of  December  following 
he  was  duly  installed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Detroit.  Under  the  date  of 
Dec,  2d,  1839,  in  the  society's  records,  we  find  the  following  entry,  which 
we  give.  It  will  excite  a  smile  at  the  imperturbability  of  the  men  who 
preferred  not  to  be  turned  out  of  office  (perhaps)  and  the  honesty  of  the 
clerk  in  keeping  a  record  of  all  his  official  transactions: 

I  called  upon  the  trustees  and  notified  them  that  the  period  for  their 
annual  election  had  arrived,  and  was  informed  that  they  had  resolved 
to  remain  in  office  another  year,  and  that  they  declined  calling  a  meeting ' 
of  the  congregation, 

JNO.  CHESTER,  Clerk. 

In  the  winter  of  1839-40,  Judge  Witherell,  then  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature, agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  society,  procured  the  passage  of  the 
following  act  amendatory  to  the  act  under  which  the  society  was  origin- 
ally incorporated: 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  First  Presbyterian  Society  of  Detroit  to  amend 

their  Constitution, 

Whereas,  Under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the 
late  Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  made  and 
adopted  April  12th,  1821,  and  entitled  "An  act  to  confer  on  certain  asso- 
ciations the  powers  and  immunities  of  corporations,  or  bodies  politic  in 
law,"  the  First  Protestant  Society  of  Detroit  was  organized  in  the  year 
last  aforesaid,  by  which  said  act  power  was  given  to  all  corporations 
created  by  virtue  thereof,  to  alter  or  amend  the  terms  of  their  constitu- 
tion; now,  therefore, — 
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Section  1.  lie  it  iiKivtvd  by  the  Scnute  and  House  of  Represcnt^itives  of 
the  State  of  MiehUjan,  That  the  First  Protestant  Society  of  Detroit  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  alter  and  amend  their  constitution 
and  terms  and  cuudiiious  of  organization  in  the  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  effect  as  if  the  tirst,  and  second,  and  third,  and  fourth 
sections  of  llie  above  mentioned  act  of  April  12th,  1821,  entitled  "An  act 
to  confer  on  certain  associations  the  powers  and  immunities  of  corpora- 
tions or  bodies  politic  in  law/'  had  never  been  repealed,  but  were  still  in 
force  and  applicable  to  the  State  of  Michigan  in  the  same  manner  that 
the  said  sections  were  formerly  api)licable  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Approved  April  1st,  1840.  ♦ 

Nothing  of  particular  interest  occurred  after  this  till  1844,  when  De- 
cember 25th  members  to  the  number  of  ten,  took  letters  of  dismissal, 
and  in  connection  with  others  formed  the  present  Congregational  church 
of  this  city.  December  2'Jth  seven  more  members  retired,  and  February 
2d,  1845,  eight  more.  Since  that  time  the  total  number  of  dismissions 
to  the  Congregational  society  numbered  twenty^  making  a  total  of  forty- 
five. 

May  22d,  1848,  Thomas  Rowland,  Alexander  McFarran,  Alanson  Sheley, 
and  Thomas  J.  llulbert  were  ordained  and  added  to  the  Eldership,  and  ■ 
David  French,  Deacon,  in  addition  to  E.  1*.  Hastings,  who  had  been  or- 
dained several  years  before. 

February  1st,  1849,  sixteen  members  took  letters  of  dismissal  from 
the  church,  and,  in  conjunction  with  others,  formed  the  Second  Presby- 
terian Church,  then  a  sort  of  missionary  enterprise.  Since  that  time,  39 
liave  at  various  times  received  letters  of  dismission  and  recommendation 
to  the  second  church,  making  a  total  of  55.  From  this  time  forward  till 
1853,  considerable  discussion  was  had  at  times  relative  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  new  Presbyterian  churches,  and  the  amount  of  aid  whicli  the 
parent  Society  should  afford  them. 

At  length,  February  24th,  1853,  after  several  meetings  had  been  held 
with  spe(^ial  reference  to  this  subject,  the  following  resolutions,  drafted 
by  I''.  C.  Walker,  Esq.,  were  adojjted  by  a  vote  of  47  ayes  to  Hi  nays,  out 
of  a  list  of  127  voters,  whose  names  were  called. 

ir//r/YY/.s,  The  First  Protestant  Society  believe  it  to  be  for  the  best  inter 
es?t  of  religion  and  the  Pi-esbyterian  ehnrch  that  thei'e  should  be  three 
Presbyterian  cluirches  in  the  city, — one  in  the  north  or  center  of  the  city, 
and  one  at  each  of  the  extremes;  and, 

Whrrrafy,  To  accomplish  so  great  an  end,  it  is  Milling  to  dispose  of  all 
the  real  estate  now  owned  by  the  Society,  to  build  a  new  church  edifice 
for  this  Society,  and  to  donate  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  real 
estate  to  build  uj»  other  cliurches;  now.  therefore, 

h'cKulmJ,  Isl,  That  tliis  society  do  sell  all  its  real  estate  situate  at  the 
noi-lheast  corner  of  Wooduai'd  avenue  ;ind  I.arned  street  in  this  city, 
in  the  manner  hei-einafter  mentioned,  and  do  Imild  a  new  church  edifice 
njton  Jefferson  avenue  or  on  or  near  Woodwai'd  a.venue,  on  a  lot  to  be 
jiurch.'ised  by  this  society. 

f'cHohrd,  2d,  Tli.'it  in  niiildng  this  change  in  location,  this  society  i)re- 
serves  sacre*!  and  inviolate  all  its  covenant  obligations  and  engagements 
of  wiiatever  kind  and  charactei-. 

h'rMfdicd.  'Ai],  Tliaf  out  of  the  [iroceeds  nf  (jiis  propeily  to  be  sold  as 
aforesaid.  aft<M-  tjic  debts  of  this  society  iire  pnid.  that  this  society  retain 
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for  its  own  use  two-fifths  tliereof,  and  do  hereby  donate  the  remaining 
three-fifths  for  the  building  up  of  two  other  churches  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. 

Resolved,  4th,  That  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  above  resolu- 
tions, this  society  convey  all  its  real  estate,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
feet  more  or  less  in  fronts  on  Woodward  avenue,  corner  of  Larned  street, 
in  the  city  of  Detroit,  to  James  F.  Joy,  Eurotas  P.  Hastings,  and  Jacob 
S.  Farrand  as  special  trustees,  and  that  the  trustees  of  this  society  are 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  convey  said  real  estate  to  said  special 
trustees,  and  to  the  survivors  of  them  forever,  in  trust  for  the  following 
purposes,  and  none  other:  To  mortgage,  sell,  or  ])ledge  any  or  all  of  said 
real  estate,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  best  for  the  purposes,  1st, 
Of  paying  the  debts  of  the  society;  2d,  Of  realizing  in  money  or  its  equiv- 
alent, within  the  next  twenty  months,  an  amount  which  they  shall  deem 
to  be  seven-tenths  of  the  value  of  said  real  estate  (said  amount  not  to 
exceed  |35,000  above  said  debt),  four-tenths  of  which  value  they  shall 
pay  to  the  building  committee  or  trustees  of  this  society  for  the  purchase 
of  a  lot  and  the  building  of  a  church  edifice  as  aforesaid,  and  the  remain- 
ing three-fifths  of  said  value  to  the  trustees  of  a  church  connected  with 
the  Presbytery  of  Detroit,  to  be  applied  to  the  building  of  a  church  upon 
Fort  street  in  this  city:  Provided,  That  they  shall  in  no  wise  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  possession  of  the  church  now  owned  by  this  society 
until  after  two  years  from  this  date,  unless  the  new  church  of  this  so- 
ciety shall  be  first  ready  for  occupation;  3d,  In  trust  further:  after  the 
completion  of  said  two  churches,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  it  can  be  done 
without  linterfering  with  the  sums  to  be  paid  to  said  two  churches  as 
above,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  whole  of  said  property,  and  to  pay  over 
the  remaining  three-tenths  of  the  value  of  said  real  estate  to  the  trustees 
of  a  society  connected  with  the  Presbytery  of  Detroit  that  shall  build  a 
church  in  the  fifth  or  sixth  wards  of  this  city,  if  this  society  shall  build 
on  Jefferson  avenue,  but  if  this  society  shall  build  in  either  of  said  wards, 
then  to  a  society  as  aforesaid  that  shall  build  a  church  upon  Jefferson 
avenue:  Provided,  That  if  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  shall  join 
this  plan  (which  they  are  cordially  invited  to  do),  and  shall,  with  mem- 
bers of  this  society ;,  construct  ^ither  of  said  churches,  that  then  from  the 
amount  to  be  paid  said  Second  Church  there  be  deducted  seven-tenths  of 
the  value  of  its  present  church  property  above  its  debts,  and  that  said 
deducted  sum  be  divided  between  this  society  and  said  Fort  street 
church  in  the  same  proportion  as  above. 

On  the  tenth  of  January  following,  1854,  the  church  took  fire  and  was 
burned  down.  Nothing  of  any  consequence  was  saved  from  it.  The  bell 
was,  of  course,  rendered  unfit  for  further  use,  and  was  made  into  Tea 
bells  last  winter,  many  of  which  were  sold  at  the  ladies'  fair  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

In  February,  1854,  the  Jefferson  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  was  or- 
ganized, at  which  time  35  members  took  letters  of  dismission.  Since  this 
time  19  more  have  also  left  the  old  church  for  the  new,  making  a  total 
of  54,  to  the  present  time.  '. 

The  lot  on  which  the  burned  church  stood,  was  about  this  time  sold. 
Its  dimensions  were  150  feet  by  100,  and  it  was  sold  for  |50,000.  Four 
years  previous,  the  Episcopalians  sold  their  lot  of  sixty  feet  front  by  100 
deep,  for  $13,000,  deliverable  in  the  spring  of  1852.  The  proceeds  went 
towards  the  erection  of  St.  Paul's  Church. 

For  the  past  year  provisions  have  been  made  for  the  erection  of  a  new, 
handsome,  commodious  church  edifice,  which  to-dav  stands  so   nearlv 
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complete  that  services  may  be  held  in  it.  The  lot  is  on  the  coiner  of  State 
and  Farmer  streets,— 100  feet  front  on  State  by  120  feet  on  Farmer. 
It  was  purchased  for  .«s.nO(l.  A  description  of  the  building  will  be  found 
in  another  j)art  of  this  pajter. 

The  Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of  the  Society  since  1821  have  been 
as  follows: 

October  iHtli,  1821.  Charles  (.'.  Trowbridf!;e  was  chosen  Secretary,  and 
II.  S,  Cole,  Treasurer.  They  held  these  ottices,  as  far  as  we  can  discover 
from  the  record,  till  June  11th,  1825,  when  A.  J.  Wells  and  De  Garrao 
Jones  were  chosen  to  till  the  respective  places. 

November  27th.  182(;.  John  J.  Deminj;  and  E.  P.  Hastinj^s  were  chosen. 
Decemb.-r  'M.  1>2!).  II.  S.  Cole  was  reelected  Treasurer.  Xovcmber  2Mth, 
18o(»,  Kdw.ird  llir.^rham  was  chosen  his  successor.  December  5th.  ISI'.I. 
J.  L.  AN'hitin^'  was  elected  Secretary,  in  place  of  Mr.  Demiiii;.  and  Djiniel 
Goodwin,  Treasurer.  November  20th,  18;'2.  E.  P.  Hastinjjjs  was  reelected 
Treasurer.  December  IDth,  1837,  John  Chester  was  chosen  Secretary, 
and  Jonathan  Kearsley.  Treasurer.  December  8th.  1840.  T.  W.  lyock- 
wood  nnd  David  C(ioj)er  were  chosen.  December  3d,  1842,  John  G.  At- 
terbury  succeeded  Mr.  Lockwood.  December  10th,  1844,  Frederick  Wet- 
more  iind  Tunis  S.  Wen(]ell  were  chosen  to  the  respective  otlices.  De- 
(•eniber  2*»th.  1845.  Thos.  J.  Ilulbort  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Wendell.. 
December  2Sth.  1S4<!.  J.  W.  Tillman  was  chosen  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Wen- 
dell was  re«ilected  Treasurer.  January  lOth,  1848,  E.  C.  Walker  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Tillman,  which  office  he  held  till  January  20th.  18G2,  when 
Georu'e  S.  Frost  was  chosen  to  the  ])osition.  which  he  now  fills.  In  1854. 
H.  Tyedyard  was  chosen  Treasui-er.  which  office  he  filled  duriji;;  the  year. 
The  position  is  nftw  occupied  by  IT.  II.  Tirown. 

The  present  Trustees  of  the  Society  are:  ITeni'y  L<'dyard,  chairman,  A. 
Sheley,  W.  W.  \Mlcox.  H.  H.  Brow'n,  and  J.  S.*  Farrand.  The  present 
Elders  are:  Edward  P.injrham.  Alanson  Slieley,  A.  McFarren.  The  lat- 
ter gentleman  is  also  deacon. 

The  total  nnmbei-  of  communicants  that  hav(^  been  in  connect ioti  with 
this  church,  since  its  first  orfrani/.ation.  is  1.311.  Its  present  member- 
ship numbers  302.  Such  is  the  ]u-esei)t  oT'frani/ation  of  iho  Fii'st  Presby- 
terian church;  such  the  i>ast  liistoi-y  of  tlie  Soci<'fy.  Its  caretM*  lias  been 
hmi:  and  not  entirely  uneventful.  AN'ith  the  jjrowth  of  our  beautiful  city, 
this  Parent  Society — this  Mother  of  our  Protestant  Churches,  has  {jrown; 
with  its  strenjrth  she  1ms  become  stront;.  She  has  sent  forth  her  colonies, 
which  have  themselve«5  partaken  of  her  own  spirit  and  lif«\  and  are  now 
prosperintr  peacefully  by  her  side.  The  only  strife  b't  us  hope,  that  there 
is  now  oi-  en-r  will  be.  will  be  unto  ''love  and  pfood  works."  Few  there 
are  who.  readinjr  over  this  brief  and  necessai'ily  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
history  of  this  r'hurch.  will  not  heartily  wish  her  a  God  sj»eed  in  a  mis- 
sion lonj;  ajro  divinely  ai)pointed. 

.\n  unwritten  history  there  is,  of  toil  and  trial  and  self  sacrifice  that 
,finds  a  i)lace  on  no  recorded  [»ap'.  and  is  only  in  the  m«Mnory  of  a  few 
who  are  fast  hasteiiiiiir  to  the  "house  appointed  for  all  livinj;."  God 
bless  those  few  that  are  left  us,  and  heljt  ns  to  cherish  them  with  becom- 
injr  reverence  ;ind  alTecfion.  Theii-  ;;ood  deeds  have  Mli'eady  ^'one  Itefore 
tliem  u|)  to  the  Eteiiiiil  Throne. 

.\t  the  time  f»f  enteriuf;  into  possession  of  the  new  house  of  woi'sliip 
in  September.  1855.  the  TJev.  (Jeor^e  Duflield  was  its  pastor.  He  contin- 
ued such  until  June  21th,  1808.  when  delivering  an  address  of  welcome 


REPORTS    OF    COUNTIES,    ETC.  429 

to  the  delegates  of  the  international  convention  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  in  the  Central  Methodist  Church  in  Detroit,  his 
voice  faltered,  he  fell  into  the  arms  of  those  near  him,  and  died  the  sec- 
ond day  after. 

Hev.  Wm.  A.  McCorkle  was  associate  pastor  from  April,  1865^  to  the 
time  of  Dr.  DuflSeld's  death  and  continued  pastor  till  May,  1871,  when  he 
resigned,  and  in  October  of  the  same  year  the  Rev.  George  D.  Baker  was 
installed  and  still  is  its  pastor. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  Elders:  In  July,  1856,  Jacob  S.  Far- 
rand  and  George  S.  Frost;  in  July  1859,  David  Cooper;  in  February,  1869, 
Charles  Xoble;  and  in  March,  1872,  D.  Bethune  Duflield;  and  the  follow- 
ing to  the  office  of  Deacon:  In  July,  1856,  Doctor  L.  G.  Robinson  and 
Cornelius  N.  Ganson;  in  April,  1864,  James  W.  Farrell  and  John  C. 
Brown;  and  in  March^  1872,  William  R.  Candler  and  Frederick  J.  Stevens. 


SCHOOLS   OF   WAYNE    COUNTY   AT   AN    EARLY   DAY. 

READ  BEFORE  THE  WAYNE  COUNTY  PIONEER  SOCIETY,  APRIL  21,  1S74. 

BY  J.  S.   TIBBITS. 

The  facilities  for  obtaining  even  a  common  school  education  in  this 
county  in  an  early  day,  were  meager  indeed.  The  disposition  to  estab- 
lish schools  was  not  wanting,  but  want  of  means,  and  want  of  children 
in  a  neighborhood,  in  the  then  sparsely  settled  portions  of  the  country, 
were  the  great  obstacles.  Most  of  the  early  settlers,  however,  realizing 
the  fact  that  the  school-house  and  the  church  go  hand  in  hand  with  civ- 
ilization, refinement,  and  improvement,  were  not  slow  in  erecting  the 
former,  which,  though  rude  and  primitive  in  its  construction,  answered 
very  w^ell  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  school-house  of 
the  pioneers  was  built  of  course  of  logs,  and  was  generall}^  located  at  the 
intersection  of  cross-roads,  where  there  were  any,  or  on  the  brow  of  some 
hill  which  afforded  fine  facilities  for  coasting  in  the  winter  season.  The 
house  was  usually  covered  with  "shakes."  The  door  was  made  of  rough 
boards,  hung  with  wooden  hinges,  and  fastened  with  a  latch  of  the  same 
material.  The  windows  were  made  of  twelve-lighted  "seven-by-nine" 
glass,  the  sash  placed  horizontally  instead  of  perpendicularly.  The  floor 
was  made  of  rough  boards,  where  they  could  be  obtained,  but  frequently 
logs  split  in  two,  and  hewn  smooth  were  made  to  answer  this  purpose. 
For  seats,  slabs  with  legs  to  them  were  universally  used,  which  answered 
the  double  purpose  of  seats  and  sleds  to  ride  down  hill  on.  The  desks 
were  constructed  by  placing  boards  upon  pins  driven  into  the  walls  of 
the  house.  No  stoves  were  used  in  those  days,  but  instead,  an  ample 
fire-place  was  constructed  by  sawing  out  a  few  logs  at  one  end  of  the 
house,  and  filling  up  the  hole  thus  made  with  stone  and  mud,  which 
formed  the  back  of  the  fire  place.  Sometimes  the  luxury  of  a  brick 
hearth  was  indulged  in,  but  usually  this  consisted  of  dried  clay  and  sand. 
The  chimney  of  course  was  built  of  sticks,  plastered  on  the  inside  with 
mud.  Wood  being  plenty  there  was  usually  a  rousing  fire  roaring  in 
these  primitive  fire  places.  One  or  two  amusing  incidents  happened  at 
these  fire  places  which  will  bear  mentioning.  A  certain  teacher  had 
carefully  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  his  pupils  the  importance  of  think- 
ing three  times  before  they  spoke  once.  Coming  into  the  house  one  cold 
morning  he  pulled  off  his  boots  and  placed  them  before  the  fire  to  thaw. 
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SoDii  i1m\v  hc^^aii  to  scoi-ch  and  I'rv  liofort*  the  intense  heat  of  tlie  lire. 
A  thoii«:litfiil  schohir  standing  by  drawled  ont,  "School-master,  I  think — 
I  think — I  think  vour  hoots  are  burning!"  liy  this  time  the  boots  had 
biirntd  U)  a  crisp,  and  the  teacher  gave  the  boy  an  unmerciful  Hogging 
for  not  telling  him  sooner  that  his  Imots  were  burning,  though  the  boy 
stoutly  nuiintained  that  he  strictly  obeyed  orders.  At  another  time  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Sprague  was  employed  to  teach  a  school  where  two 
other  teachers  liad  been  turned  out  of  school  the  same  winter  by  a  set  of 
unruly  boys.  This  Sprague  was  very  strict  in  his  rules,  and  being  a  pow- 
erful man  was  abundantly  able  to  enforce  them.  Among  his  rules  was 
one  forbidding  any  of  the  scholars  to  ask  to  go  to  the  fire  after  they  had 
taken  their  seats.  For  several  days  everything  went  on  like  chnk  work, 
the  boys  seeing  no  chance  to  kick  up  a  row.  Finally  they  combined  and 
agreed  to  go  to  the  house  in  a  Ixxly.  and  after  taking  their  seats  one  was 
to  ask  to  go  to  the  fire.  If  he  was  refused  permission,  as  he  expected  to 
be,  he  was  to  march  boldly  up,  and  then  the  row  was  to  commence. 
Sprague,  hearing  of  this  conspiracy,  went  very  early  to  the  school-house, 
built  up  a  roaring  fire,  and  commenced  school.  Soon  the  boys  came  in. 
and,  after  warming  themselves,  took  their  seats.  Directly  one  of  the 
most  resolute  of  the  company  jumj)ed  u])  and  said,  "Please,  may  I  go  to 
the  fire?"  The  teacher,  who  was  standing  near  the  fire  with  a  book  in 
his  hand  hearing  a  class  read,  answered,  "Yes.  come  right  along  up." 
No  sooner  had  the  young  man  got  well  up  to  the  fire  than  the  teacher 
grabbed  him  and  threw  him  square  on  to  the  burning  logs,  at  the  same 
time  exclaiming,  "Boys,  if  any  more  of  you  want  to  come  to  the  fire  to 
warm,  come  right  aUuigl"  Tie  had  no  further  trouble  in  his  school  that 
winter. 

'i'lie  bi'iinches  taught  in  tlie  schools  in  those  early  days  were  reading, 
spelling,  writing,  geogrnpliy.  arithmetic  and  grammar.  The  books  mostly 
used  for  teacliing  these  branches  were  Webster's  spelling-book.  ^lurray's 
English  reader,  Mor.se's  geography,  DaboH's  and  Ostrander's  arithmetics, 
and  Greenleaf's  and  Murray's  grammars.  The  mode  of  teaching  these 
branches  would  hardly  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with  the  present 
improved  metliods  of  teaching.  The  ali)habet  was  taught  by  commenc- 
ing at  the  letter  A  and  calling  them  off  down  to  the  letter  Z.  and  then 
back  again  to  A.  Fsually  f»ne  term  was  consumed  in  learning  the  letter's; 
another  one  in  leaining  the  "abs"  and  to  "baker."  If  one  was  so  smart  as 
to  be  able  to  read  the  "readings"  in  the  spelling-book  during  the  third 
term,  he  was  immediately  advanced  to  the  old  English  reader  to  flounder 
along  through  those  abstruse  selections.  There  were  no  mental  arithme- 
tics in  use  in  those  days,  and  so  the  student  was  put  immediately  to 
ciphering.  If  he  mastered  multiplication  the  first  yr'ar  he  did  well. 
Possil)ly  he  might  get  as  far  as  vulgar  fractions  or  the  rule  of  thr(»e  the 
second  year,  but  usually  he  would  have  occasion  to  rei)eat  (|uite  often  the 
old  familiar  saw:  ♦ 

".Mnltipllcritlon   is  a  vcx.'illon. 
Sultinwtlon  Is  ns  l):i<l: 
Tlic  rule  of  Ujrco  it  puzzles  mo. 
And    fnii-tlfins   make    mc   ma<l." 

Neither  gold  ihm'  steel  pens  were  in  usr*  in  those  days,  and  the  writing 
was  done  entirely  with  the  t|uill.  It  was  a  busy  time  indeed  with  the 
teacher  during  writing  hours,  mending  pens. 

The  j)rice  jiaid  for  the  services  of  a  teacher  in  the  winlcr  was  from 
twelve  to  fourtci'ii  dollars  a  nmnlh  of  tweniy  f(»iir  days,  and  board.     In 
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tlie  summer,  females  commanded  from  twelve  to  fourteen  shillings  a 
week  and  board.  Notliwitlistanding  the  books  now  in  use  and  the  present 
mode  of  teaching  are  far  in  advance  of  what  they  were  in  those  days, 
yet  I  think  some  of  the  instruction  imparted  at  school  then  might  with 
much  profit  be  modeled  after  now.  A  reverence  and  respect  for  elders 
and  superiors  was  imjtressed  upon  the  minds  the  3'oung.  Then  scholars 
were  taught  to  sa^'  very  politely,  "yes,  sir,''  and  "no,  sir,"  instead  of  "yes" 
and  "no,"  in  very  broad  accents,  as  at  present.  Then,  if  a  stranger  was 
passing,  the  boys  were  required  to  take  off  their  caps  and  bow  politely, 
and  the  girls  courtesy  gracefully;  noW;,  if  one  escapes  being  snow-balled 
or  hooted  at  as  an  "old  hoss,"  he  may  consider  himself  fortunate  indeed. 
Then,  if  a  stranger  came  into  the  school-room,  the  scholars  were  all  re- 
quired to  rise  and  make  their  obeisance  to  him;  now,  he  will  be  likely 
to  stared  and  gazed  at  as  an  intruder. 

With  all  the  modern  improvements  and  appliances  for  obtaining  an 
education,  it  is  a  question  whether  any  real  advancement  has  been  made 
in  imparting  a  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches.  Reading,  spell- 
ing, and  writing,  the  foundation  of  all  good  education,  is  most  sadly  neg- 
lected in  most  of  our  schools  at  the  present  day.  As  an  old  teacher  once 
observed,  "the  lower  rounds  of  the  ladder  are  now  left  out,  and  one 
gets  to  the  top  hj  a  single  bound." 


THE  AMERICAN  HOTEL,  DETROIT. 

READ   BEFORE   THE   DETROIT  PIONEER   SOC[ETY,    JANUARY  13,   1874. 
BY  J.  C.  HOLMES. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1805,  William  Hull  was  appointed  Governor 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1805,  the  town  of  Detroit  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  the  next  day  after  the  fire.  Governor  Hull  arrived 
at  Detroit,  bringing  with  him  two  carpenters  and  two  masons.  The 
carpenters  were  Benjamin  Woodworth  and  a  Mr.  Brooks.  The  names 
of  the  masons  I  have  not  learned. 

Uncle  Ben.  Woodworth,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  was  from  Scituate, 
Massachusetts.  His  father  died  there  on  the  5th  of  August,  1830,  in  the 
eighty-first  year  of  his  age. 

Uncle  Ben.  retired  from  active  business  several  years  since.  He  has 
arrived  at  a  very  advanced  age,  and  now  resides  at  St.  Clair,  in  this  State.* 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  war  of  1812,  Governor  Hull  was  ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief  of  all  the  forces  of  the  Northwest. 

The  first  brick  dwelling-house  erected  in  Detroit  was  built  by  Governor 
Hull.  The  wood-work  was  done  by  Woodworth  &  Brooks.  It  was  built 
in  1807,  and  stood  near  the  southeast  corner  of  Jefferson  avenue  and 
Randolph  street,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Biddle  House. 

General  Hull  f  occupied  this  house  as  a  dwelling  until  his  surrender 
of  Detroit  in  August,  1812.  The  house  was  afterward  owned  by  Madam 
Macomb,  and  occupied,  for  a  time,  by  her  son-in-law,  General  Alexander 

*Mr.  Woodworth  has  since  died. 

tGeneral  Hull  died  at  Newton,   Massachusetts,   November  9th,   1825. 
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Macomb;  then  it  was  occupied  for  a  short  tiiiu*  by  Hon.  William  Wood- 
bridge,  say  in  1821.  It  was  afterwards  occupied  by  Doctor  J.  L.  Whit- 
ing; the  Doctor  says,  from  1822  to  1825.  It  was  then  occupied  by  Major 
John  liiddU*,  who  purchased  it  of  Madam  Macomb.  Major  Biddle  was 
succeech'd  in  its  occupancy  by  (Jovernor  (let).  IJ.  I'orter,  who  resided  there 
up  to  within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  in  18;U.  A  short  time  previous  to 
liis  death.  (Jovernor  rorlcr  moved  to  the  old  <.'ass  house  that  then  stood 
on  the  river  road,  a  short  distance  west  of  Cass  street,  and  there  he  died 
at  about  seven  o'clock  one  July  morning,  in  1834,  while  supported  by  his 
friend,  the  Hon.  C.  C.  Trowbridge. 

About  the  year  1830  an  addition  was  built,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
structure,  that  extended  to  the  corner  of  Kandolph  street.  In  this  ad- 
dition there  were  two  stores  fronting  on  .lelTerson  avenue.  In  lS.'i5, 
I  think  it  was,  an  addition  was  built  in  the  rear  for  a  dining  room, 
and  in  IS'M*  the  building  was  opened  by  Mr.  John  Uriswold  as  a  public- 
house,  under  the  name  of  the  American  Hotel.  It  was  still  owned  by 
Major  Biddle,  who  resided  iu  a  frame  dwelling  next  east  of  the  hotel. 

In  18;^7,  the  American  was  kejit  by  Petty  and  Hawley;  the  corner 
store  was  occuj)ied  hy  Kiley  &  Akerly,  druggists  and  grocers;  and  the 
other  by  E.  V.  and  F.  X.  Ciiotte.  In  the  autumn  of  1840,  I  went  to  the 
American  to  board;  it  was  then  kejit  by  Mr.  Simson  liuek;  Kobert  W. 
Davis  was  the  clerk.  In  1801,  Mr.  Davis  was  Collector  of  Customs  of 
Detroit;  subseciuently  he  was  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  14th  Regiment  of 
Michigan  Volunteers,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Grand  Kapids. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Chase  and  Mr.  Joshua  Van  Anden  came  to  Detroit  from 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1841,  and  succeeded  Mr.  Ruck  as  proprietors  of 
the  hotel.  Mr.  Chase  remained  in  the  hotel  but  a  few  weeks;  he  sold 
his  interest  to  Mr.  \'an  Anden  and  returned  to  the  State  of  New  York. 
I'nder  the  administration  of  Mr.  \'an  Anden  the  hou.se  became  very 
poj)ular,  and  soon  tilled  up  with  boarders  and  transient  custom.  I  ccui- 
tinued  to  board  there  until  the  autumn  of  1842. 

Among  the  boarders  at  that  time,  I  remember  Col.  Grayson  and  several 
other  ofticers  of  the  army;  Klisha  Taylor,  Z.  Chandler,  JoM  Ankrim. 
Wm.  S.  Driggs.  Thos.  K.  Adams.  Lewis  Cass,  Jr.,  Mr.  Martin  Wilson 
and  family,  who  afterwaid  moved  to  Kalama/oo;  Tom  Kdmun<ls.  Curtis 
Emerson,  Doctor  Hall,  father  of  Amos  T.  Hall,  now  of  Chicago;  Ciunelius 
Wick  ware,  George  Foote,  Col.  E.  Anderson,  and  Jonas  Brigham.  Mr. 
lirigham  was  killed  in  1842  by  an  exjilosion  of  gas  while  manufacturing 
burning  fluid  in  the  basement  of  a  wooden  building  that  stood  on  the 
alley  between  JetTerson  avenue  and  Woodbridge  street,  ami  a  little  wc^at 
of  (rriswold  street.  Mr.  \'an  .\nden  left  the  .\merican  in  August,  184r» 
and  went  to  tlie  Sault  Sie.  Maiie.  liien  to  Ontonagon,  and  then  lo  llitiigh- 
ton,  where  he  (lied  in  ISOL 

Mr.  Austin  Wales  was  ilie  successor  of  .Mr.  N'.iii  Andi-ii.  lie  took  the 
house  a  few  months  after  .Mr.  \'an  .\nden  left  il.  and  changed  tlie  name 
from  American  to  Wales'  Hotel.  He  continued  as  its  landlnid  until  it 
burned  down  on  ilie  !Hli  of  .M;iy.  1S4S.  He  had  jtreviously  been  the  land- 
lord of  the  Niilionni  (now  llieKussell  Ilousei.  iuui  I  he  .M  icliij^sin  Lxcliange. 
.Mr.  Wales,  now  in  the  Tlth  year  of  his  ;ige.  is  residing  on  his  fMiiii  in  I  he 
town  of  Krin,  Macomb  county. 
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THE     WAYNE     COUNTY     PROBATE     COURT. 

A   SKETCH    FROM   THE    DETROIT   TRIBUNE,    WITH   ADDITIONS    BY    HOMER   A. 
FLINT,   CLERK  IN  THE   PROBATE   OFFICE. 

Of  the  thousands  of  persons  who  visit  the  probate  court  of  this  county, 
and  see  the  ponderous  tomes  of  recorded  proceedings,  and  watch  the 
anxious  and  hurried  comers  and  goers,  very  few  probabl}^  ever  give  a 
thought  to  anything  connected  with  it  other  than  their  own  immediate 
business.  Yet  the  histories  of  many  families,  and  the  laying  bare  of 
thousands  of  painful  as  well  as  happy  incidents  in  social  life,  are  here 
written.  It  has  seen  brothers  estranged  and  households  made  desolate 
through  greed  and  jealousy,  and  it  has  stood,  too,  for  almost  a  century, 
the  protector  of  the  helpless  and  the  guardian  of  some  of  the  dearest 
human  rights.  To  many  persons  the  hideous  deformity  of  the  English 
Court  of  Chancery,  with  its  ruin  and  wretchedness,  its  "Little  Miss  Flites," 
its  "Men  from  Shropshire,''  and  its  ''Wards  in  Jarndyce  and  Jarndyce," 
which  Mr.  Charles  Dickens  pictures  with  such  awful  fidelity,  has  struck  a 
thrill  of  horror  at  the  monstrous  system;  but  so  far  as  is  known  our  own 
courts  of  a  similar  character  have  never  been  the  grave-makers  of  the 
people  whom  they  were  organized  "to  serve.  This  is  a  proud  record,  and 
one  which  comprises  no  small  portion  of  the  domestic  history  of  this 
county. 

The  Wa^'ne  County  Court  of  Probate  has  been  in  existence  since  1797, 
at  which  time  and  for  some  years  later,  Peter  Audrian  was  Judge.  The 
official  records  of  many  succeeding  years  do  not  very  clearly  show  in  de- 
tail much  concerning  this  court,  but  there  are  to  be  found  the  names  as 
judges,  in  fact  or  in  act,  of  George  McDougall,  Joseph  W.  Torrey,  Charles 
Larned,  William  W.  Petit,  Benjamin  F.  H.  WMtherell,  and  George  E. 
Hand.  Judge  Hand  was  the  last  appointed  judge  of  that  court,  his  suc- 
cessor, George  A.  O'Keefe,  having  been  the  first  who  was  elected  to  that 
office.  There  are  no  returns  on  file  in  the  office  here  showing  that  election, 
but  they  are  undoubtedly  to  be  found  among  the  State  archives  at  Lan- 
sing. The  earliest  election  records,  now  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk, 
date  back  only  to  1840,  in  which  year  Alpheus  S.  Williams  was  elected 
over  Cornelius  O'Flynn  by  fourteen  majority,  when  the  total  vote  of  the 
county  was  1,516. 

In  1844  the  vote  had  increased  to  5,234,  when  Mr.  O'Flynn  was  elected 
over  the  then  incumbent,  Mr.  Williams  by  241  majority.  In  1848  the 
same  gentlemen  were  again  opposed  to  each  other,  but  Mr.  O'Flynn  was 
again  successful  by  168  votes  in  a  total  of  6,216.  In  1852  there  were 
8,369  votes  cast,  of  which  Joseph  H.  Bagg  received  4,525  and  Rufus  Hos- 
mer  3.573,  the  remainder  being  recorded  as  scattering. 

In  1856  Elijah  Hawley,  Jr.,  and  George  W.  Swift  were  candidates,  the 
former  winning  the  election  b}'  1,072  votes,  the  total  number  cast  that 
year  being  11,173. 

In  1860  the  whole  vote  was  13,216,  when  W^m.  P.  Yerkes  was  elected 
by  659  majority  over  Titus  Dort. 

In  1864  Henry  M.  Deare  and  Ervin  Palmer  were  candidates,  Mr.  Deare 
gaining  his  election  by  1,302  majority.  In  that  year  the  vote  showed  a 
total  count  of  14,307. 

In  1868  James  D.  Weir  defeated  Addison  Mandell,  the  vote  standing, 
Weir,  9,672,  Mandell,  9,658,  scattering  2,  making  a  total  of  19,412. 
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Thus  the  voting  population  of  this  county  will  be  seen  to  have  grown 
from  a  little  over  4,000  in  1840,  to  nearly  20,000  in  1S68. 

The  Probate  Court  as  at  present  constituted  was  organized  in  1820  by 
the  Governor  and  Judges,  wlio  passed  a  law  entitled  "An  act  for  estab- 
lishing Courts  of  Probate.''  This  act  provided  for  the  ai»]»()iiitnieni  by  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory,  "some  able  and  learned  |»ers()n  lor  the  taking 
of  the  ju-obate  of  wills  and  granting  administratiftn  on  the  estates  of 
persons  deceased." 

To  the  late  Judge  O'Flynn  is  due  the  credit  of  inaugurating  the  present 
excellent  and  systematic  mode  of  doing  business  in  this  court.  When  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  of^the  office  there  were  no  indexes,  no  journal, 
and,  in  fact,  no  thorough  sy.stem.  In  fact,  there  is  a  story  yet  extant 
that  a  former  patriotic  judge  actually  used  the  files  on  one  Fourth  of 
July  for  cannon  wadding.  He  commenced  by  arranging  the  records  of 
each  estate  sej)arately,  and  before  the  close  of  his  administration  he  had 
practically  established  the  code  of  practice  now  in  vogue. 

According  to  file  number  1,  now  in  the  office,  the  first  probate  case 
ever  passed  upon  in  Wayne  county  was  in  1707,  the  estate  at  issue  being 
that  of  Amos  Weston,  of  which  John  Askin  was  appointed  administrator. 
This  was  the  only  one  for  a  whole  year. 

In  1870  Judge  Weir,  the  then  incumbent,  passed  upon  225  cases.  These 
do  not  include  the  immense  number  handed  down  from  his  i)redecessors. 
and  which  constituted  by  far  the  bulk  of  the  business  of  that  year. 

The  orders  entered  for  hearing  in  1871  were  288;  in  1872,  200. 

In  November,  1872,  Albert  11.  Wilkinson,  the  present  incumbent,  was 
elected  and  entered  upon  tlie  duties  of  his  office  in  January.  lS7;i. 

The  orders  entered  foi-  hearing  in  187.'^  were  454;  in  1874.  024;  in  1875, 
0.34. 

This  shows  a  gradual  and  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  orders 
entered  from  1871  to  1875. 

The  whole  number  of  orders  entered  in  the  vear  1875  amount(»d  to 
2..321. 

The  amount  of  iu<)]»erty  inventoried  f(»r  the  year  1875  was  |!8,0()0.(i(M). 


HISTORY  OF  JUDGE  ZEPHANLVII   W.   BUNCE. 

A  PAPER  READ  BEFORE  THE  WAYNE  COUNTY  PIONEER  SOCIETY. 

BY   RE^'.   O.   C.    THOMPSON. 

Note.— In  ilic  cMiiy  ji.nrt  of  1S74  I  \v;is  apjioinlod  liy  llip  rrositl^-nt  «)f  tlii>  AV;i.vne 
County  Pioneer  Sociot.v  to  prcjiaro  a  pajter  containing  Incidents  in  tlio  life  of  .Tudgo 
Riince.  It  Av;is  indeed  a  ])leaslnK  task.  beeans4'  over  forty  years'  aeqnainlanee  had 
led  nie  to  hold  this  (dd  Kentlenian  in  the  hinhost  ostlination.  My  i)arish  for  flfttn-n 
years  as  a  minister  of  the  yosjiel  was  St.  Clair  county.  I  therefore  claim  l>im  as  a 
parishioner.  .My  residence  nmst  of  this  time  was  at  the  couniy-soat.  where  he, 
cither  as  iiresldinj;  or  associate  .ludpe.  held  his  c(»urts,  which  ^'avo  me  the  op- 
portnnity  of  knowing  the  man  «iuit<'  thoronphly.  and  compelled  me  to  esteem  him 
very  highly.  It  is  hut  .Inst  to  the  snhject  of  this  sketch  to  .say  here  that  it  orlpl- 
nnted  entirely  without  Ids  knowlivlge.  and  has  been  written  to  gratify  the  wishes 
oC  his  many  friends  and  to  preserve  the  facts  herein  stated.  It  was  a  little  trylnjf 
to  his  modesty  to  l)e  questioned  so  closely  as  was  necessar.v  to  obtain  the  facts, 
espeelally  the  early  jiiirt  of  liis  history. 

O.   r.   Thompson. 

Zephaniah  W.  I'.iiiicc  w;is  boin  in  Ibiit ford,  in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut, 
in  1787.     P.filii  his  giaiidfathers.  r.iiiice  and  l>i'ake.  were  sea-captains,  and 
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owned  their  own  vessels.  They  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Hartford.  Captain  Bunco  sailed  out  of  New  London,  and  was  engaged 
in  foreign  commerce.  Captain  Drake  sail  out  of  Hartford  in  the  West 
India  trade.  Captain  Bunco  owned  a  farm  within  a  mile  of  the  present 
site  of  the  State  House,  south  of  Little  River.  On  this  farm  stood  the 
old  Charter  Oak.  It  was  the  highest  ground  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
he  built  his  house  on  the  highest  point  of  that  ground.  Judge  Bunco  tells 
us  of  his  visit  to  that  spot  in  1813,  just  before  he  came  to  Michigan.  The 
original  orchards  and  shade  trees  were  then  standing.  The  Judge  at  that 
time  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  old  farm,  and  did  not  visit  it  again  until 
1868,  w^hen  everything  familiar  to  him  had  passed  away, — relatives, 
friends,  and  scenery,  even  the  old  oak,  all  gone,  except  one  old  apple  tree. 
The  grounds  were  made  into  a  public  park,  and  the  site  of  the  old  dwelling 
was  occupied  by  institutions  of  learning. 

Old  Captain  Bunco  had  six  sons  and  one  daughter.  His  oldest  son  was 
sent  to  Yale  College  at  New  Haven.  While  he  was  there  the  Continental 
war  broke  out,  and  he  entreated  his  father  to  let  him  enlist  into  the  army. 
The  father  refused,  and  directed  the  boy  to  finish  his  studies.  A  privateer 
was  fitting  out  at  New  Haven,  and  when  she  was  ready  to  sail,  young 
Bunco  and  one  of  his  classmates  by  the  name  of  Dodd,  shipped  on  board  of 
her.  They  had  success  in  privateering,  taking  several  prizes.  When  young 
Bunco  returned,  his  father  forgave  him,  but  with  a  threat  that  if  he  left 
again  before  his  course  of  study  was  complete  he  would  disinherit  him. 
Notwithstanding  this  threat,  which  he  knew  was  full  of  meaning,  when 
the  privateer  was  again  ready  for  sea,  the  boy  with  his  companion, 
Dodd,  shipped  again  for  further  adventure.  This  time  they  did  not  fare 
so  well.  Their  vessel  was  captured  by  the  British,  and  the  crew  im- 
prisoned at  Halifax,  where  they  suffered  very  greatly,  but  finally  made 
their  escape  from  prison,  found  a  boat  on  the  shore,  and  put  to  sea.  After 
boating  about  for  some  time,  they  were  picked  up  by  a  vessel,  but  for 
some  reason  not  explained,  the  captain  would  not,  or  dared  not  bring  them 
to  the  shore.  They  left  his  vessel  four  miles  out  at  sea,  and  by  the  help 
of  the  tide,  reached  the  shore  in  safety  by  swimming.  When  he  came 
to  Hartford  his  father  offered  to  forgive  him  if  he  would  give  up  his 
engagement  with  Mary  Drake,  the  mother  of  the  old  Michigan  pioneer, 
which  engagement  had  been  of  long  standing,  was  favored  by  both 
families  until  Captain  Drake  became  poor  by  the  loss  of  his  ship  and 
cargo.  The  boy  refused  to  accept  the  conditions,  and  was  according  dis- 
inherited. But  it  seems  the  father  afterwards  became  reconciled  to  this 
son,  for  in  his  will  he  made  him  equal  with  the  other  heirs,  and  not  only 
so,  but  made  him  executor  of  his  estate. 

This  son  was  the  father  of  our  Michigan  pioneer,  who  was  the  oldest  of 
six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  His  father  died  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-three  years.  After  the  death  of  Zephaniah's  father,  his 
mother  went  to  live  with  her  mother  Drake,  who  was  a  sister  of  uncle 
Joseph  Pratt,  who  was  also  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford.  His 
home  farm  comprehended  the  grounds  on  which  the  State  House  now 
stands. 

The  grandfather  Drake  had  five  children,  two  sons,  Ebenezer  and 
Samuel,  and  three  daughters,  Mary,  Martha,  and  Submit.  Mary,  the 
oldest,  was  the  mother  of  the  boy  whom  Michigan  inherited.  Submit,  the 
youngest  took  her  name  from  the  sad  fate  of  her  father  who  was  lost  at 
sea,  before  she  was  born.  Nine  captains  sailed  out  of  Hartford  at  one 
time,  all  married  men.     A  terrible  storm  fell  upon  them  and  every  one  of 
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thf'in  was  lost.  It  is  vcr.v  icMiiaikablc  that  «'ach  wife  sul)sc(|ii<'iiily  ;;ave 
birtli  lo  a  dau{i:ht»'r  and  tlicv  wi'iv  all  nanuul  "Subinit." 

Kln'iWM'v  Drake,  the  dldcst  son  of  Caittain  Drake,  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  his  father.  He  was  j;oiie  on  his  last  vovaj^e  thiitv  (»ne  vears,  and 
is  said  to  have  visited  everv  port  of  anv  importance  in  the  known  world 
at  that  time.  Samuel,  the  .voun<,^est,  joined  St.  Clair's  army  as  a  i)rivate 
and  was  j>romoted  to  the  office  of  Colonel.  Neither  of  these  Drake  boys 
were  ever  married.  Both  died  at  their  mother's,  in  Hartford.  Submit 
married  Wni.  Kmerson.  of  Xonhamitloii,  by  trade  a  hatter.  On  one  of 
liis  visits  to  Hartfoi'd  he  jiersiiaded  the  mother  of  Zejihaniali  to  let  him 
take  the  b(»y  and  brinj;  liiiii  np  as  his  own  child.  She  consented  to  this, 
and  y()un<r  Jiunce,  then  between  five  and  six  years  of  age,  went  to  live 
with  the  hatter,  learned  the  trade  of  him,  and  became  quite  a  proficient  in 
the  business  of  hat-making.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  his  uncle  sent 
him  out  through  the  mountains  of  New  Hampshire  and  through  the  thinly 
settled  parts  of  the  country  to  buy  uj)  furs,  ami  this  became  (piite  a  busi- 
ness for  liini.  He  was  very  skillful  in  horseuianshij).  He  tells  of  a  boyish 
freak  in  which  he  used  to  indulge  with  his  um-le's  horses.  On  a  stream 
where  he  watered  the  horses  there  was  a  i)erpendicular  fall  of  several 
feet.  The  back  water  from  a  mill-dam  completely  covered  this  fall,  and 
joung  Bunce  would  go  up  the  stream,  mount  a  horse,  sometimes  standing 
upright  on  his  back,  and  then  put  him  to  the  top  of  his  speed  down  the 
stream.  The  horse,  not  aware  of  the  fall,  would  make  a  glorious  jdunge. 
and  the  boy,  holding  on  to  the  halter,  would  swim  ashore,  bringing  the 
horse  out  well  cleansed  from  all  mud  spatters. 

This  uncle  having  failed  to  give  his  nejdiew  the  education  that  the 
voting  man  thought  he  was  entitled  to,  a  separation  took  place  between 
them  when  Zephaniah  was  seventeen  3'ears  old.  He  then  took  his  etTects 
and  engaged  as  a  journeyman  hatter  in  another  hou.se  in  the  sanu*  town. 
There  he  earned  money  and  .sent  himself  to  school  for  a  time.  He  then 
left  and  started  the  hatting  business  in  Clarenuuit,  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  From  this  i)lace  he  went  to  (Jhester, 
Vermont,  started  the  hatting  business  there  and  continued  it  fotir  years. 
He  then  connected  himself  with  one  Allen,  in  the  dry-goods  trade,  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.  With  this  business  he  connected  the  sale  of  ready-made 
clothing.  One  day  in  (he  fall  of  181 G  a  young  man  came  into  the  store  to 
rig  himself  out  with  a  suit  of  clothes.  He  was  th<'  brother  of  the  late 
Thomas  S.  Knai»i»,  of  Detroit,  on  his  way  frcun  tliat  military  j)ost  to  his 
Ikuhc  at  Hudson.  Knapp  told  such  a  story  abont  the  i»rices  and  scarcity 
of  such  goods  here  that  young  J>unce  got   the  western  fever. 

In  the  sjjring  of  1S17  he  put  (tn  b()ar(l  a  one  hor.se  wagon  ^:?,(I(M1  worth 
of  ready-made  clothing  and  started  for  Detroit  on  the  15th  day  of  April, 
1817.  He  passed  through  Kochester,  New  York,  when  there  were  only 
twentj'  jiersons  there,  and  a  choice  of  lots  could  be  had  then  for  ^50.  Our 
adventurer  was  detaimsl  at  BufTalo  some  days  for  the  ('(unpletion  of  the 
schoonei-  .Michigan,  (ui  which  he  inlended  to  cross  Lake  lOrie.  'i'liis 
schoonei-  was  the  (»ne  whidi  was  subse(|uent  ly  sent  over  the  Niagara  I'^ills 
with  the  wild  animals  oti  board.  After  a  three  days'  i)assage  he  arrived 
at  Detroit,  stored  his  g(»ods  with  James  Abbott,  and  engaged  board  at 
Col.  J{icharfl  Smith's  tavern.  Jle  made  an  elTort  to  .see  the  farming 
country  around  Detroit,  and  for  this  ptirpose  lold  (^ol.  Smith,  his  land- 
lord, to  have  a  liorse  saddled  for  him.  He  mounted  this  animal  and  took 
his  course  across  what  was  then  called  the  Commons,  to  a  French  wood 
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road,  followed  this  till  he  found  himself  deep  in  the  mud  and  water.  Tried 
another  and  another  road  and  found  all  the  same.  He  then  returned  to 
the  tavern  and  asked  the  Colonel  to  put  him  on  .to  a  road  that  would  take 
him  into  the  country.  *' Where  do  you  want  to  go?"  he  inquired.  ''Out 
among  your  fanners,  to  see  what  you  have  got  for  a  back-bone  for  your 
city,''  he  replied.  "We  have  got  no  such  bone.  You  will  find  nothing 
in  that  direction,  but  swamps,  wolves,  wildcats  and  Indians.  If  you  want 
to  see  our  farmers  you  must  go  up  or  down  the  river."  He  took  his 
advice  and  went  as  far  as  Hudson's  (now  Fisher's)  on  Lake  St.  Clair,  by 
way  of  the  old  stone  windmill. 

He  was  invited  by  Col.  Jack  Langhan,  paymaster  in  the  United  States 
army,  to  go  with  him  and  assist  in  paying  off  the  troops  at  the  River 
Raisin,  now  Monroe.  They  started  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Col. 
Langhan  and  Col.  Dick  Smith  on  horseback  and  Chauncy  S.  Payne  and  the 
Judge  in  a  one-horse  wagon.  They  crossed  the  Rouge  by  swimming  the 
horses  and  carrying  the  wagon  over  in  two  canoes.  In  the  same  way  they 
crossed  the  Ecorse.  The  ground  over  which  they  passed  in  the  first  part 
of  the  journey  was  sandy  and  they  found  no  great  difficulty  until  they 
reached  Swan  Creek.  There  they  mired  their  horse  and  wagon,  but  after 
one  expedient  and  another,  they  extricated  themselves  from  this  quag- 
mire. Here  night  came  on,  a  dark  dreary  ni^ht,  with  nothing  to  amuse 
or  cheer  them  but  the  howl  of  the  wolves,  which  kept  up  their  serenade 
until  nearly  daylight.  The  last  part  of  the  way  there  was  a  road  made  by 
United  States  troops  through  a  dense  forest,  free  from  stumps,  but  with 
no  bottom  to  the  spongy  soil.  They  arrived  at  the  Raisin  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

After  four  days  at  the  Raisin,  they  started  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.  on  their 
return,  and  having  daylight  for  the  worst  part  of  the  way  they  got  along 
better  than  when  going  down,  crossing  the  Ecorse  about  9  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  Halfwa}'  between  that  river  and  the  Rouge  they  found  a  pack 
of  wolves  in  the  road  before  them,  which  opened  to  the  right  and  left  and 
let  the  travelers  pass,  at  the  same  time  saluting  them  with  a  hideous  howl. 
Payne,  badly  scared,  stuck  to  the  wagon.  The  Judge,  having  provided 
himself  with  a  cudgel,  posted  himself  in  the  hind  end  of  the  wagon  for 
defense;  but  neither  of  them  were  injured.  The  horse  suffered  the  most 
from  the  effects  of  Payne's  whip.  They  reached  Detroit  in  the  wee  hours 
of  morning. 

Mr.  Payne  was  for  many  years  a  citizen  of  Detroit,  associated  with  one 
Levi  Brown*  in  the  silversmith  business.  Payne  married  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  Smith,  an  Indian  trader.  Captain  Garland,  of  the  army,  married 
another  daughter  of  Smith.  These  girls  inherited  from  their  father  an 
Indian  reserve  west  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  are  both  yet  living, 
and  able  to  give  a  large  amount  of  information  and  interesting  incidents 
of  Indian  and  pioneer  affairs.  The  traffic  of  this  family  with  the  Indians 
was  carried  on  mostly  through  the  house  of  Conrad  &  Jerry  Teneyck. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1827,  Judge  Bunce  was  married  to  Laura 
Ann  Duryee,  only  daughter  of  John  T.  Duryee,  merchant  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  left  for  Detroit  the  next  month  with  his  wife  and  a  stock 
of  dry  goods.  Crossed  Lake  Erie  on  the  old  steamer  Michigan,  Capt. 
Sherman,  master,  and  Blake,  mate.  Sold  goods  at  Detroit  for  one  year, 
and  then  went  on  to  the  place  where  he  still  lives.     They  have  had  eight 

♦Levi  Brown  invented  the  g-old  pen. 
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cliilcheii,  but  ouly  thiiM'  of  them  are  now  living.  Mrs.  Buuee  died  January 
2G,  1857,  ap'd  nil  yeais.  Slie  was  a  most  excellent  woman.  The  follow- 
injr  is  the  i)athetif  hiujjuage  in  which  the  old  num  spoke  of  her  death  a  few 
days  ago:  **She  was  a  woman  of  rare  attainments,  possessed  of  every 
endowment  that  constitutes  a  lady;  refined,  amiable,  and  Christian;  but, 
alasl  she  is  <;»)nc."  [Tlie  writer  of  this  paper  having'  made  the  accjuaint- 
ance  t)f  this  family  soon  after  his  residence  in  that  region  in  ls:!4,  would 
most  emi»hati(ally  corroborate  this  account  of  this  most  worthy  woman.] 

Judge  liunce,  now  .S7  years  old,  moved  uu  to  the  jilace  where  he  now 
lives  57  years  ago.  In  the  early  days  of  Michigan  he  traveled  extensively 
over  the  Territory,  held  public  offices,  and  occupied  positions  enabling  him 
to  take  ob.servations  of  the  growth  of  this  commonwealth  from  its  first 
incipiency.  At  one  tinje,  he  says,  he  knew  jiersonally  every  man  who  lived 
in  Micliigan.  When  I  first  made  his  ac»iuaintance  in  ISU  he  was  Judge 
of  the  County  Ccturt,  and  continued  so  duiing  all  my  residence  in  that 
county,  some  fifteen  years.  He  was  a  member  of  tlie  first  Legislature  of 
Michigan,  and  served  hi  that  body  from  181*1  to  1821.  The  first  year  after 
his  arrival  on  the  River  St.  Clair,  lie  built  a  saw-mill  on  the  creek  emptying 
into  the  St.  Clair  near  his  residence,  which  creek  has  borne  his  name  to 
the  jiresent  time.  Near  the  site  of  his  mill  were  the  remains  of  a  mill 
which  was  built  ninety  years  before  his.  and  even  that  was  the  second  mill 
on  that  sjxit.  the  first  having  been  built  l.'Ji  years  ago. 

1  obtained  from  the  Judge  a  description  of  their  mode  of  traveling  in 
the  early  days  of  his  residence  on  that  river.  When  there  was  no  ice  to 
prevent,  the  conveyance  was  a  canoe  with  the  motive  power  of  an  Indian 
paddle  in  the  stern.  In  the  winter  a  French  train  on  the  ice,  drawn  by 
an  Indian  pony.  If  the  ice  was  sound  tliey  sometimes  went  through  the 
middle  of  Lake  St.  Clair  in  going  to  Detroit.  The  most  common  route 
was  down  the  St.  (Mair  river,  through  the  niu'th  channel,  passing  Middle 
and  Cartright  Islands,  through  the  Chenal  ecarte  (or  lost  channel i,  to 
Milk  Kiver  Point.  From  there  to  Detroit  they  had  their  choice  by  land  or 
ice.  In  the  autumn  or  spring,  when  the  ice  was  unsound  they  took  the 
margin  of  the  river  and  lake,  down  the  north  channel  to  old  Mr.  Chortie's, 
thence  across  the  prairie  to  the  lake  at  Toad  creek,  down  the  lake  to 
Swan  creek,  and  Salt  river  to  the  farm  of  James  Meldrum,  who  was  the 
son  of  the  senior  jiaitner  of  the  firm  of  Meldrum  iS:  Parks.  Fiom  this 
farm  tlu*re  was  a  road  to  Mt.  Clemens,  which  they  could  take  if  they 
wished,  or  they  could  take  the  shorter  route  by  tlie  ice  to  the  mouth  of 
Huron  river,  now  called  Clinton  river.  They  sometimes  crossed  Huron 
Point  to  the  bay  at  the  mouth  of  Milk  river,  near  the  residence  of  a 
Frenchman  named  Larabee.  He  was  of  the  Catholic  persuasion,  some- 
thing of  a  scholar,  and  liecame  noted  on  account  of  a  lawsuit  with  old 
Father  Hiih;ii(l.  They  disagreed  with  regard  to  some  of  their  matters, 
so  the  Hev.  I-'jillier  foibade  his  neighboi's  frdin  having  anything  to  do  with 
him.  This  brought  on  a  lawsnil.  ably  defended  by  Counselor  O'Keefe  for 
the  plaintilT.  and  (lov.  Woodbiidge  for  the  defendant.  Laralx'e  was 
victorious.  Frctm  Milk  Ifivei-  Point  they  usually  had  a  fair  i-oad  to 
Detroit. 

In  the  year  ISIS.  Judge  P.unce  had  occasion  to  visit  Ml.  Clemens  fiom 
Detroit  twice.  Once  he  met  a  large  white  faced  Itear,  but  the  bear  did 
not  molest  the  Judge,  nor  the  Ju«lge  the  be;ir.  In  the  spring  of  the  same 
year.— ISIS. — hejivy  ice  had  come  down  from   Lake  Huron,  blocking  up 

the    cli;iinie|    nf    llie    liKiiilll    of    St.    ('jjiif    Wiver.    sellillii    I  lie    \\;ileis    back    SO 
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that  the  St.  Clair  Lake  and  Detroit  River  were  literally  drained.  The 
waters  of  the  lake  had  receded  at  least  four  miles  from  shore.  The  surf 
had  raised  several  sand  ridges.  The  judge  took  the  one  farthest  out,  as  it 
would  bring  him  most  direct  to  old  Papineau's,  near  the  road  leading  to 
Mt.  Clemens.  About  one  mile  from  Milk  River  Point,  he  came  so  near 
the  water  of  the  lake  that  he  could  see  the  current  of  the  North  Channel, 
which  appeared  to  be  running  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  hour.  He  was 
then  about  four  miles  from  what  is  ordinarily  the  shore.  There  has  been, 
one  such  freak  of  the  ice  since  that,  though  not  to  so  great  an  extent. 
Where  the  banks  of  the  St.  Clair  w^ere  low,  men  were  obliged  to  take  their 
wives  and  children  upon  their  backs  and  wade  through  the  ice  and  water 
four  feet  deep,  to  reach  dry  land. 

The  only  dock  in  Detroit  at  that  time  was  what  was  called  the  ''public 
dock,"  some  30  feet  wide,  extending  into  the  river  until  a  depth  of  eight 
feet  of  water  was  reached.  A  road  from  this  dock  went  up  the  hill,  past 
Colonel  Henry  I.  Hunt's  store  to  the  Fort.  The  second  dock  was  built 
by  Mr.  Hudson  and  the  third  by  Mr.  Roby. 

In  the  spring  of  tliat  year^  while  in  Detroit,  he  hired  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Jackman,  and  started  on  horseback  for  his  St.  Clair  home.  The  lake 
was  nearly  free  of  ice  but  some  remained  in  the  bogs.  At  tlie  mouth  of 
Clinton  River  he  made  inquiries  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  ice  across  the 
bay  to  Salt  River,  and  was  told  that  an  Indian  had  just  come  down  on  the 
ice,  and  he  hired  him  to  go  back  with  them  as  their  pilot.  They  found  the 
ice  firm  enough  to  within  half  a  mile  of  tiie  shore,  when  looking  back  they 
saw  their  Indian  in  full  run  for  the  Clinton  River,  This  admonished  them 
that  something  was  wrong  or  the  Indian  would  not  have  deserted  without 
his  pay.  They  soon  found  that  the  field  of  ice  which  they  were  on  had 
loosened  itself  from  the  shore  and  was  floating  out  into  the  lake.  The 
Judge  sounded  the  depth  of  the  water  with  his  rifle  and  found  it  three  feet; 
then  jumping  his  horse  into  the  water  mounted  him,  taking  Jackman  on 
behind,  and  after  fording  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  reached  the  shore  in 
safety.  Found  a  Frenchman  cutting  wood  for  a  man  in  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
stayed  with  him  over  night.  He  gave  them  corn  soup  for  supper  and 
breakfast.  When  asked  in  the  morning  what  his  soup  was  made  of,  he 
said  he  had  shot  a  wild  goose  a  few  days  before,  and  with  the  entrails 
had  made  this  soup.  They  were  in  the  same  predicament  with  the  man 
who,  in  swallowing  a  raw  egg,  heard  the  chicken  peep,  and  exclaimed, 
''one  minute  too  late!" 

One  year  he  was  in  Detroit  in  the  beginning  of  winter  and  purchased 
goods  of  Conrad  &  Jerry  Teneyck.  Some  of  these  goods  he  needed  at 
once,  and  decided  to  take  as  many  as  he  could  in  his  train.  He  made  a  box 
some  three  feet  square  by  three  and  a  half  feet  high,  and  filled  it  with 
goods.  This  box  formed  his  seat  on  the  train.  When  already  to  start  he 
found  his  leading  lines  missing,  and  substituting  a  cod-line  for  them^ 
started  on  the  ice,  which  was  sound  along  the  margin  but  open  in  the 
lake.  There  were  many  cracks  in  the  ice,  from  two  to  eight  feet  in  width, 
running  from  the  shore  to  open  water.  Our  hero  came  within  a  rod  of 
one  of  these  craclv$?  before  seeing  it,  when  he  drew  suddenly  on  the  cod- 
line,  and  it  broke  at  both  ends  near  the  bits.  There  was  but  one  ex- 
pedient left  for  him  now,  and  that  was  to  make  the  horse  leap  the  chasm 
if  possible.  He  plied  tlie  whip  with  full  strength.  The  third  jump  he 
cleared  the  crack,  about  four  feet  wide,  and  being  impatient  of  the  lash, 
he  kept  on  at  full  speed  toward  the  open  water.  The  driver  crawled  down 
56 
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from  his  box,  j;ot  hold  of  the  breaching,  and  from  strap  to  strap  succeeded 
in  reaching;  the  headstall  and  ch«Mk«'d  his  speed,  after  beiujij  taken  out  of 
his  course  thret'  or  four  milos.  He  tluMi  strcrcd  direct  for  Salt  Hiver,  leav- 
inj;  I'oiiit  Huron  a  mile  or  more  to  the  left.  While  on  this  beat  he  was 
struck  by  a  tornado,  which  wo-led  him  (juite  around  like  a  top.  He 
manajjed  to  bi'inj,^  the  horse's  head  to  the  wind  in  order  to  reach  shore,  but 
the  lioise  eithei-  would  not  oi-  could  not  bud<je  a  bit  in  that  direction. 
About  a  (juarter  of  a  mile  to  the  east  he  s<iw  a  ridge  of  broken  ice  leadinjj; 
in  the  direction  of  Larabee's,  He  made  for  that,  and  after  a  few  more 
whirls,  succeeded  in  reaching;  it,  and  brin<;in<;  his  starboard  runner  in 
contact  with  the  rou<;h  ice  ])revented  the  wliirl.  After  breaking;  throu«;h 
seveial  times  he  reached  Larabee's  at  half  past  I  wo  o'clock  in  t  he  moiiiin^i; 
cold  and  hunjxry,  but  not  frctzen. 

In  tile  sprinj;  of  iSiMI,  while  returning;  fiom  Ml.  Clemens,  accomjianied 
bv  Counselor  O'Keefe,  when  near  where  New  lialtimore  now  stands,  they 
were  overtaken  by  a  blinding  snow  storm.  H  was  near  sundown  and  they 
could  n<Mther  see  land  nor  praiiie.  They  steennl  for  Swan  Creek,  hoping 
to  reach  for  the  night's  (|uait<*rs  Shommenegoblin's  wigwam,  l)ut  brought 
uj)  at  the  open  water  in  the  north  channel,  far  out  in  the  Lake.  They 
followed  up  the  channel,  and  when  yet  half  a  mile  fi(un  slnue.  bi-oke 
through  the  ice  in  three  feet  of  water-.  The  horse  and  the  Judge  suc- 
ceeded in  climbing  onto  the  ice,  but  O'Keefe  was  so  benumbed  with  the 
cold  that  he  staid  in  the  train.  After  one  more  like  freak  they  came  to 
the  mud  and  wallowed  through  that  several  rods  before  they  found  solid 
ice  on  the  jtrairie.  Reached  old  Cajtt.  lM<'rre's  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, thoroughly  wet  and  weary.  Captain  IMerie  then  lived  two  miles 
below  Mr.  Cliaitier,  and  chose  that  location  when  he  catne  from  Canada 
toi'  I  he  purpose  of  fishing. 

In  the  fall  of  1^-1  Mrs.  I'unce's  mothei-  came  from  New  ^'ork  to  reside 
with  them  at  St.  Clair.  The  Judge  came  to  Detroit  to  meet  her,  and  there 
hired  a  Frenchman  to  take  them  to  the  mouth  of  the  Huron  in  his  cart. 
Here  he  hii'ed  another  Frenchman  to  take  them  in  his  canoe  by  tlu'  Sni- 
bora  channel  to  old  Mr.  Chartier's.  This  canoe  navigator  said  he  knew 
the  r(tule  well,  but  he  missed  the  Sniboi-a.  The  sky  became  overcast, 
wind  and  wave  arose,  they  began  to  ship  water,  the  guide  became  be- 
wildered, and  the  Judge  told  him  to  give  up  the  jiaddle  and  the  stern  of 
the  canoe.  He  refused,  saying,  '*I  spaddle  my  own  canoe."  He  was  told 
with  authority,  "(Jive  up  the  paddle  and  take  youi-  hat  ami  go  to  bailing, 
or  leave  the  canoe."  H«'  tinally  ((tniplied,  and  after  a  blind  elTorl  of  thice 
or  four  lionrs  they  made  the  middle  channel,  more  by  luck  than  choice  and 
reached  old  Mr.  ( "ar-t  w  right's  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  wet  t  ired 
and  sleepy. 

In  iSliS  he  left  home  for  Delroil  with  .Mrs.  r.unce.  hci-  brothei-.  and 
three  Indians,  Onsha,  Leutagon,  and  Mickaninne,  They  took  the  vessel 
route  down  the  St.  Chiir  river,  by  the  north  channel  ami  Snibora.  lo  .Milk 
River  I'oinl.  An  e;isieily  wind  aiose  and  with  it  a  heavy  swell,  so  they 
weic  in  the  li(»ugh  (tf  the  sea  and  soon  taking  in  water  feaifully.  Old 
<Misha  began  to  whistle  and  cast  ovei-  t(d»acco.  an  Indian  sign  of  great 
peiil.  Theie  was  but  (UU'  ccmrse  left  fm*  them,  and  that  was  to  leach 
shore  ill  the  nearest  |)oint  and  in  the  shortest  lime  ju>ssiblr.  .\s  they 
neared  the  shore  the  swells  ini'reased,  and  it  was  ]ilain  that  the  canoe 
would  fill  as  soon  as  it  reache«l  tin*  breakers.  Onsha  was  told  to  jump 
int(»  the  water  as  soon  as  the  <anoe  reached  the  breakers  and  take  Mrs. 
I'.unce  in  his  arms  and  gel  jici-  ashore  if  possible.      ]]>•.  licing  a  veiv  liill. 
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stout  Indian,  accomplished  this  difficult  feat  very  nobly.  Tlie  Judge 
caught  a  trunk  and  leaped  ahead  of  a  swell,  and  so  reached  the  shore 
successfully.  Young  Duryee  lay  seasick  in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe,  and 
was  rescued  with  more  difficulty.  They  then  made  their  way  to  the  wig- 
wam of  Brant,  the  half  Indian.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  son  of  old 
Commodore  Brant,  who  in  days  of  yore  resided  two  miles  above  Hudson's, 
on  Grosse  Point.  When  they  reached  the  shanty  Brant  was  off  hunting 
and  the  door  was  barred.  One  of  the  party  made  his  way  through  a 
window,  unbarred  the  door,  and  all  entered.  They  soon  made  a  fire,  took 
down  a  venison  ham  hanging  on  a  rafter,  and  with  tea,  bread,  and  pork, 
were  enjoying  supper  when  the  Indian  returned  from  his  hunt.  With 
the  usual  Indian  grunt  of  surprise,  he  manifested  his  displeasure  at  their 
freedom:  ''Tyah,  Aubunce,  spoce  you  not  one  shentlemen  at  all!''  But 
a  loaf  of  quashegun,  some  koocaase,  with  a  few  shillings  for  the  venison, 
soon  soothed  him,  and  he  became  quite  friendly.  In  the  morning  he  went 
to  the  settlement,  hired  a  Frenchman  with  his  pony  and  cart  to  take  Mrs. 
Bunce  and  the  Judge  over  to  Milk  River  Point,  the  Frenchman  going 
before,  sometimes  up  to  his  middle  in  water,  to  pilot  them  through. 
Young  Duryee,  with  the  luggage,  went  around  by  water. 

In  1828,  the  wind  blew  with  unabated  fury  for  three  days  and  nights. 
The  Judge  was  then  running  the  mills  which  Thomas  S.  Knapp.  of  De- 
troit, had  built  some  fifteen  miles  above  the  outlet  of  Lake  Huron.  He 
made  a  road  to  that  place  as  near  the  margin  of  the  lake  as  the  ground 
would  permit.  This  road  passed  through  a  heavy  grove  of  white-oak 
timber,  that  was  about  fifty  rods  long  and  twenty-five  rods  wide.  Every 
vestige  of  this  grove  was  swept  away  by  the  violence  of  the  storm.  Some 
of  the  trees  were  three  feet  in  diameter.  It  was  equally  disastrous  at 
several  points  between  that  place  and  the  St.  Clair  River.  After  the  storm 
abated  they,  found  the  shore  strewed  with  round  clams,  very  much  like 
the  ocean  clams,  except  in  flavor.  They  were  fresh  and  insipid.  If 
cooked  and  highly  seasoned  they  were  palatable.  They  gathered  a  bag 
full  of  them. 

The  two  following  incidents  are  related  by  Judge  Bunce  in  his  ex- 
perience of  St.  Clair  life: 

He  started  one  evening  to  go  to  Herson's  Island  for  hay,  the  nearest 
place  w^here  that  article  could  be  bought.  It  was  winter  and  he  was  in 
his  train;  when  passing  a  point  a  little  below  -vN'here  St.  Clair  is  now,  he 
saw  some  animals  clambering  up  the  steep  bank,  and  on  the  ice  by  the 
side  of  his  path  lay  a  deer  which  the  wolves  had  just  killed  and  which  they 
had  butchered  very  scientifically.  It  was  still  bleeding  at  the  wounds  in 
the  throat.  The  Judge  bethought  himself  that  a  venison  steak  would  be 
a  treat,  and  he  appropriated  the  deer  to  himself  by  putting  it  into  his 
train,  and  started  on,  but  he  had  not  gone  far  before  the  whelps  whom  he 
had  robbed  came  yelping  after  him  in  such  earnestness  and  growing  num- 
bers that  they  began  to  be  somewhat  troublesome.  He  succeeded,  how- 
ever, in  beating  them  off  wath  his  whip  till  he  came  to  a  rough  place  in 
the  ice  which  compelled  him  to  go  slow,  when  he  began  to  fear  that  the 
wolves  would  have  him  and  the  deer  too,  and  so  he  compromised  the 
matter  by  tumbling  the  deer  out  of  the  sleigh,  and  putting  the  whip  to 
his  pony  left  them  to  their  carnival. 

Once  while  crossing  Lake  St.  Clair  on  the  ice,  driving  nearly  across  the 
middle  of  the  lake,  he  saw  an  animal  in  the  beaten  road  before  him  and 
he  gave  chase,  but  the  animal  kept  ahead  for  miles.     The  snow  was  deep 
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on  each  side  of  the  track.  After  a  long  drive,  the  brute,  tired  out,  jumped 
into  the  snow  and  stood  on  his  haunches.  The  Judge  raised  his  lieavy 
hicliory  wliijj-stock  and  struck  at  tlu*  aiiiniars  licjid.  and  so  stunned  the 
beast  that  he  cut  his  throat  witliout  ditlicully  and  put  him  into  his  train; 
wlu'U  rfaching  the  shore  he  iiujuired  of  a  French  settler  what  it  was.  The 
astonished  man  asked  the  Judge  where  it  came  from.  "U,  1  got  him  back 
here  on  the  ice,"  replied  the  Judge.  "Got  him!"  shouted  the  Frenchman, 
"Got  him  alone!  Mon  Dieul  You  must  thank  the  Virgin  that  he  did  not 
got  you!"     He  found  that  the  prize  he  had  captured  was  a  huge  wildcat. 

What  a  change  like  dissolving  views  has  been  wrought  on  the  shores  of 
the  St.  Clair  since  this  old  gentleman  tiist  cast  his  eyes  upon  them.  As  he 
recollects  there  were  then  nineteiMi  men  with  their  families  living  on  the 
American  side  of  the  river. 

Old  Mr.  Cartwright  lived  on  Cartwright  Island.  He  was  one  of  Lord 
Selkirk's  colony.  When  they  broke  up  their  settlement  on  the  Thames, 
on  account  of  inundating  waters  in  the  spring,  some  went  to  Bear  Creek, 
some  to  Chartier.     Cartwright  came  here. 

On  Herson's  Island  were  Jacob,  George,  and  Frank  Herson,  good 
families.  Harvey  Stewart  was  a  ]»rominent  man,  a  good  farmer,  and  ran 
a  small  distillery.     His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Graverod. 

On  the  main  land,  at  the  lowest  point  of  Duchene,  was  Louis  Chartier, 
who  came  from  Three  Rivers,  between  Quebec  and  Montreal.  He  was  a 
trapper  and  a  raiser  of  ponies.  He  had  fifty-five  at  that  time  and  fed 
them  on  the  prairie,  which  was  about  nine  miles  in  circumference. 

Commodore  Harrow,  as  lie  was  called,  lived  a  little  further  up  the  river. 
The  remains  of  a  brick  distillery  which  he  built  are  still  there.  He  had 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  are  yet  living  near  the  old  place. 

Old  Caj)tain  Thorn  occupied  a  place  above  Harrow's.  He  had  two 
sons.  William  and  John.  John  owned  and  plotted  the  first  village  lots  in 
Port  Huron.  One  of  the  daughters  was  married  to  Billy  Brown,  anotlier 
to  James  Fulton,  who  was  tlie  founder  of  St.  ('lair.  The  other  became  the 
wife  of  Andrew  West  brook. 

Captjiin  Robertson  owned  and  occupied  a  farm  above  Thorn's.  He  was 
somewhat  famous  for  catching  white  fish.  More  white  tish  were  taken 
on  the  St.  ("lair  Kiver  at  that  time  than  at  any  other  place,  and  they  were 
better  fish.  The  white  fish  of  Lake  Erie  were  small,  weighing  from  one- 
half  to  one  pound,  on  the  -Hetroit  river  from  one-half  to  one  and  a  half 
]K)unds,  and  on  the  St.  Clair  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  pounds.  No 
stejimers  were  here  to  fiighten  the  fish  then,  and  they  were  caught  in 
large  (juantities;  you  could  t;ike  your  choice  for  ^l.HO  a  hundred.  The 
Judge  went  with  the  Indians  one  day  to  the  mouth  of  tlu'  middle  channel 
of  St.  Clair  I{iver  to  iiisi)ecl  their  mod<*  of  fishing.  This  channel  was  as 
deep  as  any  other  but  shallowed  ofi'  as  it  entered  the  lake  to  threi?  feet, 
where  were  three  small  islands.  These  in  liie  sjiring  of  the  year  were 
covered  with  gull's  «'ggs.  The  Indian  mode  (»r  catching  sturgeon  was 
thus;  they  boiled  a  sturgeon  and  to(d<  olT  the  oil  and  mix<'d  it  with  sand; 
then  look  branches  from  the  trees,  put  them  into  a  canoe  aiid  went  out  to 
the  middle  of  the  river.  There  they  threw  over  the  sand  and  the  branches 
and  then  went  to  the  shoal  water  below  and  waited  for  the  branches. 
When  they  appeared  seven  sturgeon  appeared  with  them.  They  took 
three  of  the  s<'ven.  One  of  tlu'se  measured  five  feet  nine  inches.  Before 
I'.liick  I{i\cf  was  obstructed  by  (buns  tlie  sturgeon,  pike,  ;ind  nnillet  went 
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far  up  this  stream  to  deposit  tlieir  eggs.  Often  tlie  sturgeon  would  be 
too  late  in  getting  down  and  would  have  to  get  into  deep  holes  and  wait 
for  a  flood.  The  Indians  would  then  attack  them,  drive  them  into  shoal 
water,  and  kill  them  with  their  hatchets. 

George  Cottrell  had  a  good  farm,  three  sons,  and  one  daughter.  George, 
Jr.,  was  the  farmer;  Henry,  the  Sheriff,  and  David,  the  Associate  Judge; 
all  very  respectable. 

Wm.  Brown  kept  a  public  house  and  was  a  thrifty  man. 

Peter  Yax  comes  next.  He  was  a  good  Catholic,  as  were  also  most 
of  the  citizens  on  the  river.  Father  Richard  visited  them  tw^ce  a  year 
and  frequently  stopped  with  Yax.  Yax  had  three  stalwart  sons,  all 
fiddlers.  The  Rev.  Father  thought  there  was  too  much  dancing  among 
the  young  people  and  prevailed  on  them  when  they  came  together  to 
sing  and  amuse  themselves  in  some  other  way.  So  he  told  Mr.  Yax  that 
the  young  people  had  agreed  to  amuse  themselves  without  dancing  so 
much.  Now,  as  the  old  man's  sons  were  all  fiddlers,  it  rather  interfered 
with  his  financial  interests,  but  he  was  obliged  to  submit.  The  next  time 
the  father  came  round  he  said:  ''Well,  Monsieur  Yax,  not  so  much  dance 
among  the  young  people  I  suppose?"  "No,  Father,  not  so  much  dance, 
but  the  young  men  get  the  cards  and  gamble.  They  drink  whisky  and 
get  drunk.  They  curse,  they  swear.  No,  not  so  much  dance;  oh,  no!  not 
so  much  dance." 

Next  above  this  farm  was  the  negro  Harry.  He  was  the  servant  of 
Meldrum  and  Parks,  w'ho  gave  him  this  farm  for  his  faithful  services. 

Capt.  Andrew  Westbrook  had  a  very  large  and  good  farm,  yielding 
some  15,000  worth  of  produce  annually,  which  he  exchanged  for  lumber, 
shingles,  etc. 

Thebault  is  remembered  too,  the  father  of  Frank  Thebault,  of  Port 
Huron. 

Mr.  Record  was  an  excellent  farmer  with  an  excellent  farm.  His  wife 
was  half  Indian;  an  amiable,  refined  lady,  a  pattern  of  neatness. 

Jo  Minne  is  remembered  too.  His  mother  was  a  squaw\  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  the  first  water,  very  hospitable,  and  with  great  energy  of 
character.  At  one  time  he  had  a  lawsuit  before  Justice  Wolverton,  whose 
office  at  that  time  was  at  the  Bunce  place.  Minne  had  been  twice  there 
with  his  witnesses  and  could  get  no  trial.  He  then  asked  the  justice 
when  his  case  could  be  tried.  He  was  told  to  come  in  the  morning  early; 
his  was  the  first  on  the  docket.  Minne  was  on  hand  in  time,  but  another 
case  was  called.  Mr.  Minne  rose  and  said:  "Mr.  Wolverton,  you  told  me 
that  my  case  w^as  the  first  on  the  docket.  I  want  my  trial."  "Con- 
stable," said  the  Justice,  "put  this  half  Indian  out  of  the  court.  I  cannot 
be  disturbed."  "I  shall  not  go  out,  sir,  until  I  have  my  trial;  and  if  you, 
sir,  or  your  constable  undertake  to  put  me  out,  you  will  find  I  am  not  half 
Indian  for  nothing."     The  jury  was  called  and  his  case  tried. 

Old  Mr.  St.  Barnard  comes  in  for  a  share  of  remembrance.  He  came 
from  Canada  and  located  above  Pine  River.  He  furnished  the  timber  for 
St.  Ann's  Church,  in  Detroit,  on  contract  with  Father  Richard,  and  did  a 
large  share  of  the  work  with  his  own  hands.  Father  Richard  would  say, 
"St.  Barnard,  don't  let  the  moss  grow  on  your  ax  handles."  "No,  Father, 
I  for  the  hew  timber;  you  for  the  pray."  The  old  man,  at  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  built  a  two-story  house  and  lived  in  it  for  many  years. 

Old  Mr.  Petit  lived  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  on  the  flat  near  where 
Howard's  mill  now  stands.  When  Judge  Bunce  first  saw  him  he  was 
plowing  for  wheat,  with  a  bull  and  a  horse  side  by  side. 
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There  were  four  or  five  French  families  above  the  fort,  who  obtained 
tlieir  living'  b.v  catchinj;  fish  and  sellinj;  them  to  the  soUliei's. 

On  the  Canada  side  of  tl»e  St.  Clair  liiver  wa.s  the  traitor  (Jampau.  to 
whom  the  British  jjovernnieut  jjave  a  farm  for  his  services  in  the  war  of 
LSlL*.  This  farm  lias  since  been  known  as  the  Sutherland  farm.  It  ift 
directly  opjMisite  rhe  city  of  St.  Clair.  Thomas  Suiheiland.  Ksq..  the  poet 
of  Moore,  still  occiijtit's  a  pan  of  iliat  farm. 

Next  above  this  was  .John  Coinfncy.  a  iMitcli  family  I'rom  ri-iiiisyl vania. 

Abov<»  him  was  Sampson  Ward,  back  of  Mlk  Island,  and  near  him  lived 
Frank  I'arlrow,  the  blacksmith.  From  IJartrow's  to  Tort  Saruia  was  a 
dense  forest  that  looked  as  thon^h  a  tree  had  never  b<*en  cut  from  it.  It 
was  a  heavy  {^reen  frin^^e  alonj;  the  east  marjjin  of  the  River  St.  Clair.  On 
the  spot  where  Port  Sarnia  now  stands  was  one  lo^  shanty  snrronnded 
by  apph*  trees  planted  by  the  Indians. 

Tliis  ]»ictnre  of  the  shores  of  the  St.  ( 'lair  has  dissolved  and  i)asscd  away 
from  the  vision  of  this  old  man.  and  now,  as  he  is  approaching  liis  foui- 
score  ami  ten  years,  lu^  tinds  himself  in  the  midst  of  cities  an<l  villaj^es, 
and  a  thrivinjj  agricnltnral  and  mannfactnrin<;  jxipnlation.  It  is  a  matter 
of  rejoicing:  that  this  old  patriarch  is  hale  and  cheerful,  enjoyinjj  a  ^ood, 
vijrorons  intellect  and  has  the  prospect  of  another  half  score  of  years  at 
least,  ]»t'f(»i<'  he  takes  his  dt'itaitnre. 


ri.V.MOlTlI. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLEMENT— REMINISCENCES  OF  THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  THE 
PLACE— INCIDENTS  AND  ANECDOTES. 

READ  BEFORE  THE  DETROIT  PIONEER  SOCIETY,  BY  H.  M.  I'TLET. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  I'lymonth  in  the  sjning  of  1S25. 
Previous  to  that  time  a  few  hardy  pioneers  had  jteiietrated  the  wilderness 
west  of  Detroit,  located  lands  and  made  settlements  in  what  are  now  the 
towns  of  Farminjjton,  Livonia,  and  Nankin.  In  the  year  above  mentioned 
Mr.  William  Starkweather,  j.joinj;  still  further  inio  the  woods  than  any 
of  his  picdecessois.  stuck  his  stakes  in  the  now  jileasant  and  prosjierous 
villa^'e  of  Plymouth,  lie  slashed  down  the  forest  trees  ami  made  a  little 
clearing  on  which  he  erected  a  rude  log  house,  on  the  site  of  the  j)resent 
residence  of  .John  Fuller,  in  the  midst  of  the  village,  lie  was  soon  after- 
ward followed  by  others. 

In  the  sam<'  year  c^ime  Ksquire  Tibbits,  Kosweil  K(»oi,  John  \an  Sickle 
and  others.  The  conntry  was  heavily  wooded,  and  it  was  with  con- 
siderable difTiculty  that  the  pioneer  settlement  was  r<'ached.  Tlu'  trail, 
which  (Mily  by  courtesy  could  be  called  a  riKwl,  extended  througli  a  dis- 
tance of  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  luiles  from  the  city  to  a  point  on  the 
Ttouge.  whei-e  a  little  setth'iuent  had  been  made  and  a  mill  erected  by  a 
Ml.  IjiicoIii,  a  gentleiuan  who.  a  yejir  or  two  later,  erected  a  mill  on  the 
sniue  stream  at  Plymouth.  Peyond  this  limit  of  civilization  the  way 
through  the  wooils  was  marked  by  *'bla/ed"  trees,  and  tlu'  difficulties  of 
clearing  a  passjig*-  f(U'  a  wagon  through  the  thick  umh'rgrowlh  and 
ai'ouuil  fallen  frees  and  (piagmires  can  be  more  easily  written  about  than 
realized.  Ibif  men  who  had  thus  set  out  to  subdue  wild  nature  and  con- 
vert the  forests  info  fields  wr'ie  young  and  hardy,  innured  to  physical 
labor.  ;iiid   full   of  eneig\.  hopefulness,  and   couiage.     Their  teams  con- 
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sisted  of  oxen,  which  were  able  to  pick  up  their  living  in  the  woods,  and 
they  took  with  them  a  few  tools  and  household  utensils.  The  first  work 
after  making  a  little  clearing,  was  to  erect  a  house.  This  w^^s  only  a  rude 
cabin  of  logs  usually  containing  but  one  room,  and  that  of  limited 
dimensions.  The  logs  were  laid  one  above  the  other,  and  notched  at  the 
corners,  so  as  to  fit  as  snugly  as  possible.  The  crevices  were  then 
''chinked"  w'ith  bits  of  w'ood  and  mud.  The  floor  consisted  of  such  planks 
as  could  be  split  and  hewn  out  of  logs  with  an  ax.  The  roof  was  covered 
with  "shakes"  split  out  of  oak  logs,  somewhat  after  the  present  style  of 
barrel  staves.  These  were  held  in  place,  not  by  nails,  but  by  having 
placed  upon  them  long,  heavy  poles,  running  lengthwise  of  the  roof,  and 
which  were  also  kept  in  place  by  having  their  ends  firmly  bound  by 
''withes''  of  greien  sapling.  The  chimney  was  built  of  small  sticks  and 
plastered  an  inch  or  two  deep  with  mud  to  protect  them  from  the  fire. 
The  fire-place  was  of  spacious  proportions,  occupying  nearly  one  end  of 
the  house,  and  was  built  of  stone.  On  its  hospitable  hearth  the  huge 
back-logs,  rolled  in  on  skids,  and  amply  supplemented  with  branches  and 
smaller  sticks,  blazed  a  cheerful  welcome  on  winter  nights.  The  cabin 
had  two  windows  and  a  door,  but  for  the  first  summer  blankets  hung  over 
them  were  the  only  obstructions  to  intruders.  But  in  the  course  of  a 
few^  months  the  windows  boasted  the  dignity  of  glass,  and  a  door  with 
rude  wooden  hangings  was  added.  The  door-hinges  were  made  of  bits  of 
hickory,  the  latch  was  of  the  same  material,  and  literally,  as  well  as  in 
the  figurative  hospitable  sense,  the  "latch-string  was  always  out." 

The  occasion  of  "raising''  the  house  was  the  most  trying  emergency  of 
the  pioneer's  first  summer's  experience.  The  logs  were  heavy,  and  they 
could  not  be  put  into  place  by  his  unaided  efforts.  His  neighbors  were 
few  and  far  away.  "When  everything  was  in  readiness  he  sallied  forth 
and  summoned  everybody  within  reacli  to  assemble  on  a  day  appointed, 
to  assist  in  this  work.  Tlie  first  settlers  at  Plymouth  on  such  occasions 
called  their  neighbors  at  Farmington,  16  or  18  miles  away,  and  always 
responded  promptly  to  return  the  service.  These  "raising  bees"  were 
made  occasions  for  considerable  social  hilarity.  Thus  isolated  from  each 
other  the  pioneers  had  few  opportunities  for  social  enjoyment.  But  when 
they  did  come  together  they  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  meeting  witli 
zest.  Their  fare  was  rude,  but  it  was  hospitably  dispensed,  and  when  all 
tbe  neighbors  were  thus  invited  in,  the  good  wife  was  expected  to  give 
them  a  specimen  of  her  best  style  of  cooking.  The  plan  of  calling  in  all 
the  neighbors  to  assist  in  raising  the  frame  of  a  house  or  barn  prevailed 
for  many  years,  and  even  yet  my  memory  revels  with  unctuous  delight 
over  the  feast  of  good  things  which  always  crowned  the  ceremony,  and 
the  games  and  sports  w^hich  closed  the  day. 

The  cabin,  once  inclosed,  offered  a  shelter  for  the  family,  and  the  next 
labor  was  to  clear  an  opening  in  which  to  plant  corn  and  vegetables  for  the 
household  sustenance.  The  forests  were  dense,  the  trees  of  large  growth, 
and  it  may  well  be  imagined  that  the  physical  labor  of  clearing  them  away 
was  very  great.  The  trees  were  slashed  in  windrows,  and  fire  did  the 
further  work  of  removal.  The  second  season  generally  saw  the  barn 
erected,  and  this  was  built  of  logs,  like  the  house,  and  covered  with 
"shakes."  All  supplies  had  to  be  hauled  from  Detroit,  and  as  ox  teams 
were  used,  the  journey  would  have  been  a  tedious  one  at  best.  But  when 
we  consider  the  state  of  the  roads  through  the  forests,  axle  deep  with  mud 
in  the  spring  and  fall  of  the  year,  it  will  not  be  hard  to  credit  the  fact  that 
at  such  times  the  round  trip  to  Detroit  of  25  miles  and  back  occupied  a 
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whole  week.  Detroit  was  the  only  market,  and  not  a  very  pood  one  at 
that,  for  there  was  not  much  shi|t])inj;  diMuand.  To  haul  wheat  such  a 
distanee  .and  at  siuh  disadvaiita^ics,  and  then  sell  it  for  50  eenis  a  bushel 
was  not  very  encoura;,Mnj;  lo  the  iiroduccr.  Hut  tlu*  |)ioneer  had  come  to 
stay,  and  did  not  sutler  himself  to  hecome  discouraj^ed  by  adverse  circum- 
stances. Shinplastei-s  and  wildcat  money  was  not  very  plenty,  even 
thou<;h  of  little  vahie^  and  the  coin  of  the  realm  was  exceedingly  scarce. 
But  the  settlers  in  the  woods  had  not  much  use  for  money.  The  fertile 
soil  produced  abundance  to  satisfy  the  appetite,  and  the  clothing  was 
homespun.  I  well  remember  my  first  suit  of  ''store  clothes,"  the  general 
magniticence  of  which  in  my  estimation  was  utterly  indescribable,  its 
gorgeousness  being  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  brass  buttons  ornamented 
the  coat  and  vest.  It  came  from  the  store  of  J.  L.  King,  on  the  corner  of 
Woodward  and  Jetl'erson  avenues.  The  shoemaker  was  literally  a  journey- 
man, making  his  rounds  about  once  a  year,  and  living  with  the  family 
while  he  made  up  boots  and  shoes  enough  to  last  until  his  next  periodical 
visit.  The  pioneer  usually  kept  a  little  supply  of  leather  on  hand  and 
was  his  own  cobbler. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Plymouth,  beside  the  Starkweather  and 
Tibbits  families  already  sj)oken  of,  were  A.  B.  Markham.  .John  Miller, 
Peter  and  Henry  Fralick,  Silas  Sly,  Kufus  Thayer,  William  and  Hiram 
Utley,  Lyman  Terrill,  Esijuire  Taylor,  John  Welch,  JJenajah  and  Henry 
Holbrook,  and  many  others.  The  tide  of  immigration  having  set  in  the 
town  rapidly  hlled  up,  and  by  1832  the  settlement  had  become  quite  a 
village.  The  first  town  meeting  was  held  in  Esquire  Tibbit's  barn,  and 
tlie  townshij)  organization  was  piefected  thi-ough  the  aid  of  the  late  Judge 
\Vither<'ll.  It  was  at  one  time  j)ropose(l  to  call  the  town  Pekin.  as  two 
of  the  adjoining  towns  were,  and  are  still,  called  Canton  and  Nankin. 
But  better  counsels  prevailed^  and  this  Chinese  nomenclature  was  dis- 
carded for  the  more  historical  and  patriotic  name  which  was  finally 
selected. 

The  village  boasted  tw'o  hotels, — one  called  "Union  Hall,"  and  kejd  by 
I'eter  Fralick,  is  still  kept  as  a  liotel.  It  was  first -class  for  those  days, 
and  was  extensively  patronized,  being  the  stage  headquarters.  The  slag«* 
rinite  over  what  was  known  as  the  Detroit  and  Ann  Arbor  road,  passed 
through  the  village,  and  there  were  nearly  as  many  travelers  then  as 
now.  The  rush  from  the  Eastern  States  to  Michigan  was  unprecedented, 
and  there  were  many  landlookers  abroad.  As  many  as  eight  four-horse 
stages  passed  through  the  village  daily,  and  a  crowd  of  teamsters  spent 
their  nights  at  the  hotels.  The  bar-iooius  were  crowded  each  evening 
and  innocent  hilaiity  prevailed.  The  time  jiassed  with  anecdote  and 
song,  and  he  who  could  s])in  the  wildest  yai-n  was  the  best  fellow.  These 
anecdotes  generally  pertained  to  fiontier  adventures,  and  were  a|)t  to  be 
of  a  ludicrous  or  humorous  characl.er,  though  they  sometimes  bordered  on 
the  marvelous  or  sujK'rnatural.  '  The  village  then  had  all  the  characleris 
tics  of  a  frontier  town,  and  was  not  without  those  peculiarities  which 
have  rendered  vigilance  committees  necessary  in  other  places.  A  mock 
<*ourt  called  tin*  court  of  Dover  was  instituted,  and  iMJng  oiganized  to 
c(»nvi<'t,  it  soon  cleared  the  town  of  that  class  of  i(»uglis  and  scalawags 
wlio,  for  many  years  thereafter-,  r-endercd  the  name  of  Pontiac  and  s<»me 
oilH-r  new  towns  a  bywor'd  an<l  r'ej)roach. 

The  Pdack  Hawk  war  made  a  gr-eat  sensalinn  in  this  little  lianilei  in 
the  woods.  .Ml  the  able  bodied  men  wei-e  orcleicd  out  to  ser've  as  militia, 
leaving  the  women  unprotected.     The  pii'smce  cif  Indians  and  tin-  nncer- 
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tainty  of  the  fate  of  their  husbands,  who  had  gone  to  the  fronts  rendered 
the  position  of  these  women  anything  but  comfortable.  But  the  pio- 
neer women  were  fit  companions  to  the  hardy  men  who  penetrated  those 
wildernesses.  They  had  plenty  of  spirit  and  courage,  and  though  they 
congregated  together  for  self-defense,  they  were  not  unprepared  to  meet 
an  invading  foe  and  give  him  a  warm  reception.  I  have  often  heard  my 
mother  tell  how  they  all  assembled  in  one  house  at  night,  and  while  the 
others  slept,  one  or  two  watched,  with  a  cauldron  of  water  boiling  over 
the  fire  ready  to  scald  the  first  head  that  thrust  itself  unpermitted  into 
the  castle.  Fortunately  the  suspense  was  of  short  duration,  and  soon 
^'Johnny  came  marching  home"  again,  none  the  worse  for  the  war. 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  Indians.  There  were  but  few  of  them 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  those  were  of  the  seedy  vagabond  variety,  who 
never  dreamed  of  taking  a  scalp  and  cared  for  nothing  so  much  as  for 
enough  to  eat  and  plenty  of  fire-water  on  which  to  get  tipsy.  By  far  the 
more  dangerous  foes  to  the  farmers  were  the  bears  and  wolves,  which  at 
some  seasons, of  the  year  were  unpleasantly  abundant.  The  bears  had  a 
keen  appreciation  of  the  toothsome  qualities  of  tender  young  porkers. 
and  the  wolves  would  finish  a  flock  of  sheep  in  a  single  night,  biting  each 
animal  in  the  throat,  drinking  its  blood,  and  leaving  the  carcass  for  the 
foxes.  One  of  the  most  vivid  of  my  early  recollections  is  of  a  grand  wolf 
hunt.  The  wolves  had  been  troublesome  in  the  neighborhood,  and  my 
father  had  constructed  a  close  pen  near  the  house,  and  the  sheep  had 
been  carefully  folded.  But  one  morning  it  was  found  that  the  pen  had 
been  invaded  in  spite  of  its  proximity  to  the  house  and  the  difficulty  of 
getting  into  it,  and  the  finest  sheep  had  been  destroyed.  Then  longer 
forbearance  could  not  be  endured,  and  all  the  neighbors  from  far  and 
near  were  summoned  for  a  hunt  to  rid  the  country  of  the  scourge.  At  the 
appointed  hour  all  assembled  with  such  weapons  as  they  could  command. 
The  whereabouts  of  the  wolves  were  ascertained,  and  they  were  sur- 
rounded. Gradually  the  circuit  was  drawn  in.  the  movements  being  in- 
dicated by  signals  upon  a  tin  dinner-horn.  The  wolves  would  undoubt- 
ed)} have  all  been  killed  had  it  not  been  for  an  episode.  One  of  the  young 
men  who  had  an  important  part  of  the  circle  to  guard  had  a  tenderness 
for  a  young  damsel,  near  whose  house  he  had  been  stationed.  As  the 
olJ  gentleman  was  away  on  a  distant  part  of  the  circle,  he  improved  the 
opportunity  for  a  brief  dalliance  with  the  fair  maid.  While  he  lingered 
with  his  love-making  the  wolves  escaped  through  the  place  which  he  had 
left  unguarded,  and  great  w^as  the  wrath  of  the  hunters  when  the  facts  be- 
came known.  But  the  wolves  had  evidently  taken  a  hint  that  they  were 
not  wanted,  for  they  were  never  heard  of  in  these  parts  again. 

The  settlers  were  New  Englanders,  or  of  New  England  descent,  who 
had  enjoyed  the  advantages  of,  and  fully  appreciated,  common  school 
education.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  first  rude  wants  of  life  had  been 
provided  for.  and  the  settlement  had  become  sufficiently  dense,  a  school 
was  established.  The  school  house  was  a  rough  log  cabin,  of  the  same 
style  of  architecture  and  finish  as  the  settlers'  dwellings.  The  seats  con- 
sisted of  hewn  slabs,  with  pegs  set  at  the  proper  angles  for  legs,  and 
without  backs;  and  the  desks  consisted  of  slabs  supported  upon  pegs 
driven  into  the  logs  which  formed  the  walls  of  the  building.  The  master 
was  generally  a  young  man  who  worked  on  a  farm  in  the  summer,  but 
who  had  found  time  to  accomplish  the  rudiments  of  education  embraced 
in  the  three  R's, — "readin',  'ritin',  and  'rithmetic," — and  he  was  therefore 
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employed  in  the  winter  to  teach  the  urchins  of  the  neighborhood,  ^'ery 
often  his  success  in  staying  in  the  school  all  winter  depended  on  his  phys- 
ical ability  to  handle  the  big  boys;  for  it  was  proverbial  that  either  the 
teacher  or  the  bully  of  the  school  must  be  thrown  ojit  of  the  house  be- 
fore the  winter  was  over.  (.lenerally  the  teacher  was  victorious,  for  the 
bully  knew  that  he  was  defying  lawful  authority,  and  this  weakened  his 
cause.  I  well  remember  one  of  those  teachers  whose  strength  of  mind 
was  less  than  his  strength  of  arm.  He  was  not  particularly  learned,  but 
he  had  an  ear  for  music,  and  was  passionately  fond  of  the  violin,  having 
just  procured  one  upon  which  he  was  learning  to  play.  He  used  to  saw 
away  at  the  noon  hour  and  at  recess  until  he  tinally  overcame  the  tune 
of  "Old  Dan  Tucker."  To  this  tune  he  set  the  multiplication  table,  and 
had  the  whole  school  sing  it  in  concert  four  or  live  tinu'S  a  day  while  he 
played  accompaniment  ui)on  the  violin.  This  served  to  relieve  the  mon- 
otony of  proceedings,  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  i)ractice  on  his 
favorite  instrument.  Woe  to  the  luckless  urchin  who  did  not  attend 
properly  to  the  rehearsal  or  who  sang  out  of  tune;  the  fiddle  bow  was 
liable  to  descend  upon  his  head  with  celerity  and  vigor.  This  amateur  vi- 
olinist never  succeeded  in  getting  a  position  in  an  orchestra,  which  was 
then  his  ambition,  but  is  now  a  tolerably  successful  itreacher  in  an  in- 
terior village. 

Many  scenes  and  incidents  of  frontier  life  might  be  related,  but  they 
would  not  dilTer  materially  from  those  which  aie  now  of  daily  occurrence 
of  this  and  other  States,  and  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  take  up  your  time 
with  them.  The  pioneers  of  the  western  portion  of  Wayne  county  are 
passing  away.  They  were  a  sturdy,  sterling  race  of  men  and  women, 
who  builded  wisely  the  lountlations  of  prosperous  and  virtuous  commu- 
nities. They  endured  many  hai-dships  and  yeai-s  of  unremitting  toil. 
They  served  their  day  and  generation  faithfully,  and  those  of  them  who 
still  live  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  early  labors.  The  surviving  are  entitled 
to  honor,  and  the  dead  to  grateful  remembrance. 
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DETKOIT. 

BY  WILLIAM  D.  WILKINS. 

READ  BEFORE  THE  TEACHERS'  INSTITUTE  OF  DETROIT.  FEBRUARY  13th,  1871. 

Lndirs  and  (icntUmcn  of  th(  Taichcrs'  I iiidUutr: 

It  wants  but  a  few  months  of  ten  years  since  I  last  had  the  lionoi-  of 
appearing  to  s|ieak  before  the  assemlded  teachers  of  the  Detroit  Tublic 
Schools.  Tin-  (ti-casion  was  the  presentation  of  a  sword,  sash,  and  epau- 
lettes by  those  teachers  through  Mr.  Bradford  Smith,  then  principal  of 
the  Kightli  Ward  T'nicm,  to  the  retiring  President  of  the  lioard  of  Kdu- 
cation.  The  sword  and  equipments  are  again  in  Detroit,  somewhat  dim- 
uied,  but  desir;ilile  eiKingh  to  give  t(»  the  next  I'resi<leiit  who  goes  to  the 
next  war.  I'nt  of  the  corps  of  teachers  then  associated  how  few  do  I  see 
bef<»re  mel  Kxcejtt  Mr.  Xicluds  (the  Nestor  of  the  l'iibli<-  Schoolsi.  Prof. 
Cheney,  and  Misses  ^dinii:,  <'rossman,  Mackay,  Clark.  Sanders,  and  Snow 
(the  ladies  will  panlon  this  iiicourt<'ous  refen-nce  to  the  lapse  of  time), 
.'ill  the  others  have  passed  from  our  rolls,  and  are  widely  8catt<>red,  never 
to  meet  again.  And  now  I,  a  layman,  have  the  boldness  to  stand  before 
an  audience  of  teachers  and  discourse  of  scliools     to  talk  of  war  in  the 
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presence  of  over  a  hundred  Caesars!  I  must  plead  the  garrulity  of  old 
age  as  my  excuse,  for  (counting  by  continuous  service)  I  am  by  far  the 
oldest  School  Inspector  in  Detroit.  And  as  retrospect  is  the  chief  est 
pleasure  of  age,  so  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  detain  you  for  a  short  time 
with  a  few  traditions  and  reminiscences  of  the  Detroit  Schools.  It  is  a 
custom  with  some  writers,  when  entering  upon  the  consideration  of  a 
favorite  subject,  to  endeavor  to  trace  back  its  origin  into  remote 
antiquity,  a  custom  not  altogether  divested  of  dread  to  the  reader  who 
must  explore  "The  Kise  of  the  Dutch  Republic"  through  the  mazes  of 
Roman  and  even  of  Scythian  antiquity^  or  preface  the  history  of  the 
United  States  with  an  examination  of  the  Great  Reformation  and  the 
revival  of  civilization  after  the  dark  ages,  or  the  records  of  Limerick  with 
the  archives  of  Phoenicia  or  Carthage.  This  pedantic  method^  much 
affected  by  Motley  and  Bancroft,  disgusts  the  hasty  but  earnest  seeker 
for  information  of  the  present  age,  who  longs  to  come  at  once  into  the 
medias  res  and  scorns  circumlocution.  Fortunateh^  the  most  ambitious  of 
essayists  is  limited  to  a  narrow  space  of  time  in  exploring  the  history 
of  the  schools  of  Detroit.  We  can  safely  deny  the  statement  that  La 
Mothe  Cadillac  did  bring  over  from  Normandy  with  his  hardy  peasants, 
and  their  horses  equally  hardy,  with  their  patois  and  pear-trees,  any  such 
educational  institutions,  although  the  Jesuits  may  have  imparted  of  their 
learning  to  the  children  of  the  officers  and  of  the  wealthier  immigrants. 
'^Jaques  Bonhomme"  was  not  much  given  to  study ;,  and  the  youth  of  the 
pretty  village  took  early  to  the  woods  and  waters.  Nor  had  Major  Glad- 
win and  his  successors  much  leisure,  in  their  constant  struggle  against 
environing  foes,  to  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot,  other  than  through 
flint-locked  and  smooth-bores.  And  when  the  treaty  of  Paris  brought  the 
important  frontier  post,  with  the  insignificant  trading  village  attached, 
under  Uncle  Sam's  dominion,  we  may  infer  that  the  pursuit  of  w^ealth 
and  the  paths  just  opened  to  enterprise  through  the  boundless  fields  of  the 
Northwest  were  more  attractive  than  the  unexciting  and  meagerly  paid 
profession  of  the  pedagogue,  and  the  greater  number  of  the  youth  grew  up 
unlettered^  and  found  early  employment  on  the  farm,  at  the  trader's  coun- 
ter, in  the  canoe,  or  in  the  backwoods.  And,  alas!  woman  as  a  teacher  was 
ihen  unknown,  save  in  those  home  lessons  where  she  has  ever  found  her 
chiefest  pleasures  and  one  of  her  noblest  spheres. 

We  find  but  scanty  and  unfrequent  mention  of  schools  either  in  our 
records  or  in  tradition,  until  quite  a  recent  period.  From  conversation 
with  old  residents,  and  through  the  kindness  of  Hon.  C.  I.  Walker  (long 
and  conspicuously  connected  with  our  public  schools),  I  have  been  able 
to  collect  what  a  painter  would  call  some  ^'Sketches  of  the  Old  Masters.'' 
The  Rev.  David  Bacon  (father  of  Dr.  Lemuel  Bacon,  of  New  Haven)  came 
here  as  an  Indian  missionary,  and  lived  here  while  learning  the  Indian 
language,  and  in  1802  he  and  his  wife  taught  a  school  at  his  own  house 
on  St.  James  street.  Our  venerable  citizen,  David  Cooper,  was  one  of  his 
pupils.  On  June  10,  1816,  Mr.  Danforth,  from  New  England,  com- 
menced what  was  called  a  "common  school,"  and  on  July  1st  he  had  40 
scholars.  LTnder  the  "Catholepistemiad  act,"  hereinafter  referred  to,  an 
ordinance  was  passed  prescribing  the  studies  in  primary  schools,  of  read- 
ing, writing,  arithmetic,  and  English  grammar,  and  on  the  same  day  an- 
other ordinance  established  a  primary  school  in  Detroit.  In  1818,  Hugh 
M.  Dickey  commenced  teaching  the  classical  department  of  such  institu- 
tion. He  was  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  College,  Pennsylvania,  and  died 
February  16, 1819,  much  regretted.     A  Mr.  Peyn,  taught  a  school  in  1812- 


450  riONEEU     SOCIETY     OF     MICHKiAN. 

i;?.  in  tlu'  lowiM-  part  of  the  town.  He  was  a  tine  classical  scholar,  and 
the  dead  lan«j;naj;es  were  then  deemed  the  essentials  even  of  a  rudimen- 
tary education.  The  late  Ferdinand  \\'illiaiii  was  oni'  of  his  pupils.  The 
Rev.  John  Monteith,  a  I*resl>\  teiian  clergyman  and  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  lirst  nniviM-sily,  succeeded  him,  and  was  prominent  as  the  only 
teacher  in  Deti-oit  for  a  nnmlier  of  yisirs,  and  as  late  as  181S.  Writing 
paper  was  scarce  and  dear  in  the  little  town,  and  of  copy-books  there 
were  none,  and  he  trained  his  pupils  in  c;;llip;raphy,  on  the  smooth  sur- 
face of  a  lar«ie  shallow  box  of  dampened  sand,  kept  in  the  center  of  the 
school-room.  In  ISIS  LcMuuel  Shattuck  was  invited  to  take  charj^e  of  a 
popular  scho(d  on  the  "Lancasterian  IMan."  and  <lid  so.  and  <-ontinued  his 
school  until  October.  IS'JI,  wln-n  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  .lohn  Farmer, 
who  was  followed  in  the  classical  school  by  Mr.  Clapj),  and  he  was  sue 
ceeded  in  .Vpril  of  the  same  year  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wallace;  a  Mr.  Hrook 
field,  assisted  by  his  wife,  kept  a  school  in  the  vicinity  <d"  May's  <  'reek  in 
1823,  and  for  some  years  afterward,  and  Mr.  and  Mis.  Kinney  had  a  larjre 
boys'  and  jjirls'  school  from  1828  to  lS2r).  It  was  at  first  successful,  and 
jiromised  to  become  a  permanent  and  consi)icuous  institution  in  the  town, 
lint  Mr.  Kijiney  became  very  dissijuited  in  his  habits,  and  frequently  ( jMue 
to  his  school-room  so  obstreperously  into.xicated  as  to  scare  away  the 
f^irls,  and  this  finally  broke  uj)  the  school.  Father  (Jabriel  Richard,  the 
head  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  Territory,  a  man  of  ixditical  power  as 
well  as  fine  education,  did  not  approve  of  educatinj;  the  masses,  and  I 
cannot  find  any  early  promise  of  the  thronged  spacious  church  schools 
which  now  ornament  the  city  in  so  many  quarters,  until  the  openinj;  of  a 
large  school  in  the  bascMuent  of  St.  Ann's  stone  church  on  Larned  street. 
Hetween  1S2:'>  and  ls:',(».  Miss  Williams,  a  sister  of  (Jeneral  dcdm  R.  Wil- 
liams; Miss  I>yons,  .Miss  Angeliciui^  C.impau.  and  Miss  Monica  Labadie 
(afterward  .Mrs.  .\ntoine  lienubien).  who  either  were,  or  were  |)re|>aring 
to  be  nuns,  kept  a  free  girls'  school  umh'r  the  supervision  of  the  Catholic 
clergy,  on  the  enclosure  on  Larned  street,  near  St.  Ann's  <Miurch.  and 
had  three  dozen  spinning  wlieels  in  the  institution  to  teach  the  girls  how 
to  spin.  They  petitioned  for,  and  received  from  the  (iovernor  and  .ludges 
a  lot  for  a  school  on  the  corner  of  Larned  and  Randoljih  streets.  Here 
is  the  first  instanc«>  of  a  free  school  in  Deti-oit. 

On  .\pril  1,  1S2;'>.  Mr.  John  Farmer'  commem-ed  lejidiing  the  scluto] 
which  Mr.  Shattuck  h;id  had  cliarge  of.  IL'  look  it  for  one  yeai-  from  Felt. 
2.  for  the  tuition.  He  afterwaid  maintained  a  school  (Ui  >binroe  avenue. 
and  was  long  and  cons])icuously  connected  with  jtublic  edu<ation  as  a 
niemlxM'  of  tin*  Roard.  He  is  nuu-e  jtarticularly  known  to  fann»  by  the 
many  exact  and  valuable  nmps  ju'epared  and  published  by  him.  Mr. 
Wells  taught  in  Detroit  for  three  yenrs.  Mr.  C.  F.  Sears  was  appointed 
tencln-r  in  is2r»  at  a  salary  of  .*.~>(KI  a  year,  and  on  May  2S,  1S27.  it  was  di 
reded  that  a  Mr.  ("'arl  sliould  l>e  put  in  possession  of  the  public  schools, 
in  ls:5l  or  1s::l'.  Mr.  Oeoige  Wilson  taught  a  school  termed  the  yKnglish 
Classic;il  School."  of  which  (Jecuge  i;.  I'orter,  F.  V.  Hastings,  John  \or 
veil.  Henry  Campbell.  Joshua  HowanL  John  Ri<ldle.  and  I'eter  Desnoy 
ers  were  trustees.  He  was  succeech'd  in  October  \t\  the  Rev.  1).  L.  Coe. 
who  was  in  jtossession  of  the  school  for  two  (juarteis  at  .^(I(M»  a  yeai-;  and 
lie  was  succeeded  bv  .1.  I'..  Howe  (now  a  jejiding  lawyer'  of  Indiana),  who 
was  employed  at  the  same  r-ate.  .\  ladies'  seminary  was  started  in  ls:Vl, 
in  a  yellow  brick  building  erected  by  a  board  of  trustees  for-  school  pnr 
poses,  on  the  site  of  the  new  city  hall,  under'  charge  of  Wrrr.  Kirkland 
and  liis  wife,  who  was  afterward  well  known  as  an  authoress.     They  pr-ct 
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fessed  to  impart  a  coniplete  Euglish  education,  with  extra  lessons  in 
French  and  music,  all  branches  to  be  taught  on  the  inductive  method. 
In  November,  1S?>(),  Mr.  George  Wilson,  heretofore  mentioned,  returned 
to  Detroit  and  took  charge  of  this  Ladies'  Seminary,  and  continued  until 
1839.  Mr.  Washinton  A.  Bacon,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  had  been  for 
the  three  years  preceding  a  teacher  at  Fort  Brady,  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
came  to  Detroit  in  1886,  and  in  July  of  that  year  commenced  teaching  a 
select  school  in  a  cottage  on  the  corner  of  Jefferson  avenue  and  St.  An- 
toine  street,  where  the  Cathedral  now  stands.  He  has  presided  over  this 
school  regularly  and  unassisted  fQr  four  quarters  a  year  ever  since, 
making  38  years,  or  152  quarters  of  consecutive  teaching,  an  instance,  1 
submit,  without  a  parallel  in  western  annals.  He  is  still  engaged  in  the 
same  occupation,  as  vigorous,  clear-headed,  and  exact  (perhaps  as  exact- 
ing) as  ever.     I  may,  from  my  own  experience,  say  with   Goldsmith: 

"A  man  severe  he  was,  and  stern  to  view, 
I  knew  him  well,  and  every  truant  knew; 
Yet  he  was  kind,  or  if  severe  in  aught, 
The  love  he  bore  to  learning  was  in  fault." 

Whatever  he  undertook  to  teach  was  taught  most  thoroughly,  and  many 
youth  who  have  since  become  prominent  in  the  pulpit,  the  army  and  the 
navy,  and  at  the  bar,  and  in  business,  were  among  his  pupils.  We  school- 
boys used  to  vow  vengeance  upon  him  whenever  we  got  to  be  men,  but 
]  know  of  no  instances  where  his  old  pupils,  now  risen  to  man's  estate, 
are  not  rejoiced  to  meet  their  old  preceptor,  who  labored  so  zealously 
and  took  (and  gave)  such  pains  for  their  permanent  welfare. 

If  the  schools  established  in  the  infant  Territory  were  few  and  of  lit- 
tle general  benefit,  there  was  no  lack  of  abundant  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject, of  the  loftiest  aims  and  couched  in  the  most  eloquent  language.  To 
read  the  laws  passed  and  compare  them  with  their  fruits  shows  how  much 
easier  it  is  to  write  about  education  than  to  teach  school.  By  the  ordi- 
nance of  Congress  of  1785,  every  sixteenth  section  of  land  in  crude  town- 
ships in  the  Western  Territory  was  reserved  for  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
lic schools  within  such  townships.  And  the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787 
(the  maqna  charta  of  the  Northwest)  declared  that  "Religion,  morality  and 
knowledge  being  necessary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall  be  forever  encouraged." 
In  the  act  of  1804  an  entire  township  of  land  is  set  apart  for  educational 
purposes  in  that  portion  of  the  Western  Territory  which  is  now  Michi- 
gan, and  in  1817  the  Governor  and  Judges  (being  the  Territorial  Govern- 
ment) fired  by  a  noble  zeal,  and  apparently  having  dieted  on  a  course  of 
the  largest  dictionaries,  passed  an  act  to  establish  the  ''Catholepistemiad, 
or  University  of  Michigan."  This  tremendous  institution  was  to  have 
thirteen  ''Didaxiim"  or  professors,  among  whom  were  a  Didaxia  of  "Cath- 
olepistemia,"  one  of  "Anthropoglossica,"  one  of  "Physiognostica,"  one  of 
''latuca,"  one  of  "Polemitactica/'  one  of  "Diegetica,"  and  one  of  "Ennoe- 
ica,"  embracing  all  the  Epistemiim  or  sciences  relative  to  the  minds  of 
animals,  the  human  mind,  to  spiritual  existence,  the  Deity  and  religion. 
Of  course  to  support  such  sonorous  names  the  public  taxes  were  increased 
15  per  cent,  and  the  Catholepistemiad  was  authorized  to  "prepare  and 
draw  from  lotteries"  into  the  bargain.  Provision  was  made  for  the  pay- 
ment by  the  State,  of  the  honorarium  of  indigent  scholars,  and  the  hon- 
orarium for  a  course  of  lectures  was  fixed  at  |15,  for  classical  instruction 
and  for  ordinary  instruction  |6  a  quarter.     While  all  this  bombastic 
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legislation  was  j^oinj?  on,  thei'o  was  liardlv  a  decent  primary  in  the  Ter 
ritory.  Like  these  Mexican  and  South  American  armies,  which  abound  in 
generals  of  lofty  rank  and  lordly  name,  who  issue  mijjhty  proclamations, 
but  never  do  any  lijrlitinj;;  so  I  cannot  discover  that  the  ('atholej)isteniiad 
ever  came  to  any  I  hi  n«:.  and  a  peiMisal  of  the  act  referred  to  has  so  lilhMl 
me  with  confusion  and  disiii;iy  that  I  have  rcs<dvi'd  to  desist  from  any 
further  invest ij^ation  into  tlie  I'niversity  system  of  Michigan,  and  (o  con 
tine  n)yself  to  the  humbler  task  of  searchiiij;  the  modest  records  of  llie 
Detroit  common  schools,  wherein  no  sucli  hu<j;e  y,oblins  and  spectres  shall 
rise  to  affright  my  steps.  # 

In  ISL'7.  four  years  aft(M-  the  organization  of  iln'  Legislative  Council, 
an  act  was  passed  providing  that  every  townsliiji  coulaiuing  tifly  inhab- 
itants should  ju-ovide  themselves  with  a  schoolmaster  of  good  moi-als  to 
give  instruction  in  r«'ading.  writing,  arithmetic,  orthography,  the  Kng- 
lish  and  French  languages,  as  well  as  decent  beharior,  for  such  terms  as 
should  be  equivalent  to  six  months  in  the  year;  the  townshi}i  incurring 
for  neglect  to  procure  and  support  such  teacher,  a  penalty  of  from  $50  to 
^150.  These  schools  were  to  be  supported  by  a  j)oll  and  assessed  tax,  to 
be  assessed  and  collected  with  the  county  taxes.  But  any  township  had 
the  reserved  right,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  at  the  annual  meeting,  to  decline 
comiiliance  with  the  act.  Meetings  of  the  freeholders  to  deliberate  u])on 
school  matters  were  to  be  summoned  by  a  township  inspector  handing  a 
written  notice  of  the  time  and  jdace  of  meeting  to  one  of  the  fi'eeholders 
residing  in  tlie  district,  liable  to  pay  taxes,  who  was  obliged  uiuler 
a  penalty  of  ^;"3,  to  notify  every  freeholder  of  the  district  by  reading  the 
notice  in  his  hearing  or  by  service  of  a  copy.  The  schools  were  to  be 
su]>ported  by  rate-bill.  This  law  was  succeeded  by  another  in  183^^, 
which  jirovided  for  the  election  in  each  township  of  three  commissioners 
and  ten  insjiectors,  with  duties  similar  to  those  of  our  jtresent  insjiectors. 
and  gave  them  charge  of  the  school  section  in  their  township.  Tlu'y  had 
power  to  order  orplian  children,  and  the  children  of  indigent  parents,  to 
be  instructed  at  the  exixMise  of  the  district. — the  llrsi  step  towards  free 
fc^chools.  In  1835.  Michigan,  admitted  as  a  State,  received  from  the  gen- 
eral government  section  numbered  sixteen  in  every  township  (or  its 
equivalent  when  disjtosed  of)  for  the  use  of  schools;  and  this  is  the  source 
of  our  State  school  fund  fi'om  which  we  have  annually  (leriv<'d  a  steady 
support,  once  very  material,  and  still  quite  ac<e]»1al»le.  The  conslitu 
tional  convention  which  followed,  gav<'  tlie  TiCgislature  power  to  ])rovide 
for  a  system  of  comnu)n  schools,  by  which  schools  should  be  kept  in  «»ach 
district  at  least  three  months  in  each  year,  and  ju-ovided  also,  in  the 
same  article,  for  the  establishment  of  township  libraries  to  be  maintained 
from  the  sums  paiil  f(»r  military  exemjttions  and  tlie  clear  proceeds  of  all 
criminal  fines.  In  \SlU't  branch  universities  were  provided  for.  and  lo- 
'ited  in  the  }uincipal  towns.  'IMiey  were  to  contain  three  «lepartments 
foi'  I  1m*  educati(ui  of  teachers,  for  the  higher  branches  of  Muglisli  e«luca- 
tion.  and  for  classical  leaining.  and  at  a  cost  for  tuition  of  $H)  for  the 
Knglish  and  ^1-  f(M'  the  classical  dep.-irlmeiit.  The  county  was  to  raise 
for  the  supj)oit  of  the  "Hranch"  located  in  il  a  sum  equal  to  that  which 
sliould  be  ajq»ro|U'iated  for  il  from  the  rnivei-sity  fund,  and  on  so  doing 
was  to  receive  from  the  University  fiitid  an  .'ipprcqu'ialion  of  i?r»(l()  for  the 
purchasr'  of  appai-atus  and  books.  The  o|<|  "I'.ranch  rniversity."  on 
I'.ales  street,  corner  of  Congress,  was  quite  an  imporlani  ediicalioiial 
feature  in  my  boyhood  days.  It  was  inteiuh'd  t*)  supply  the  place  of  the 
j»roposed  Stale  I'niversity  until  if  could  be  crcilcd.  and  then  to  tit  schol 
ars  for  (hat  insfilution. 

Tlie    lligll    Sdioiil    1  >r|i,lll  Mietil    was   uudei'    tjir   sil  JhtI  II  t  eudell  ce   of    I'lof. 
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C.  W.  Fitch  (now  a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  army),  assisted  by  Mr, 
E.  C.  Walker.  A  middle  department  in  classics  and  mathematics  was  in 
charge  of  Andrew  Harvie,  Esq.,  afterward  a  lawyer  of  eminence  at  Chi- 
cago; and  rudimentary  instruction  in  the  Latin  and  English  tongues  was 
given  by  Mr.  Wilson  Gray,  now^  I  believe  a  judge  in  Australia.  These 
were  all  gentlemen  of  fine  education  and  broad  culture,  and  the  school 
attained  a  deservedly  high  standing.  But  the  discipline,  although  old- 
fashioned,  was  not  as  strict  as  it  might  have  been.  Between  the  schol- 
ars of  the  "Branch"  and  those  of  the  large  church  across  the  street  in  the 
basement  of  St.  Ann's,  an  irrepressible  conflict  of  missiles  and  fisticuffs 
raged,  and  one  favorite  method  of  provoking  it  was  to  assemble  on  our 
school  steps,  when  both  schools  were  out  at  recess,,  and  chant  in  sounding 
tones,  after  the  manner  of  the  priests  conducting  the  church  service,  the 
list  of  Latin  common  nouns. 

'^Conjux  atgue  parens  infans  patroclis  et  haeres,  affinis,  vindex,  judex, 
dux^  et  hostes,"  and  about  this  time  the  brickbats  generally  came  in.  On 
one  occasion,  towards  the  end  of  a  term  not  particularly  marked  by  good 
conduct,  we  were  notified  that  "examination  day"  was  to  be  conducted 
by  the  Board  of  State  Visitors,  and  that  each  scholar's  name,  with  his 
merits  and  demerits,  was  to  be  publicly  read  from  rolls  already  prepared 
and  then  in  the  teacher's  desk.  This  was  a  terrible  prospect  for  those 
whose  exhibit  would  be  anything  but  flattering;  and  Major  Kearsley, 
the  chairman  of  the  visitors,  was  the  severest  and  most  merciless  of  ex- 
aminers. Something  had  to  be  done  to  avert  our  impending  humiliation. 
The  teachers^,  fearing  some  trick,  were  unusually  particular  in  fastening 
and  barring  the  doors  and  shutters  at  night.  But  one  night  a  slender 
and  agile  boy  was  hoisted  through  the  broken  pane  of  a  fan  light  over 
the  main  door;  he  opened  to  the  rest;  the  stairs  were  all  carefully 
smeared  with  slush  from  a  neighboring  engine  house,  so  that  a  cat  could 
not  ascend  them  without  fear  of  breaking  her  neck;  assafoetida  and  red 
pepper  were  mixed  with  the  ashes  of  the  stoves;  the  demerit  rolls  were 
extracted  from  the  principal's  desk,  and,  together  with  ferrules,  straps, 
and  other  instruments  of  torture,  were  solemnly  burned,  and — well^ 
there  wasn't  much  of  an  examination  next  day.  Of  course  there  was  a 
great  disturbance,  constables  and  justices  were  put  at  work  to  detect  and 
punish,  but  the  secret  was  well  kept,  and  it  is  only  of  late  years  that  it 
has  been  told  above  a  whisper  by  the  conspirators.  And  I  don't  think  I 
would  tell  it  now,  did  not  the  statute  of  limitations  protect  me.  Wasn't 
it  awful?  I  wonder  that  you  do  not  all  rise  up  in  a  body  now  and  de- 
mand my  immediate  and  condign  punishment.  I  can  only  offer  in  excuse 
the  truant's  plea,  "I'll  try  not  to  do  so  any  more." 

In  1839  St.  Philip's  College  at  Detroit  was  chartered  by  the  Legislature, 
and  a  petition  of  John  R.  Williams,  John  Biddle,  J.  McDonnel,  and  others 
was  presented  "to  constitute  the  colored  citizens  of  Detroit  into  a  sep- 
arate school  by  themselves,"  which  was  followed  by  a  law  passed  in  1840 
to  the  same  effect,  and  in  1841  a  colored  school  was  organized  in  Detroit 
with  eighty-eight  scholars,  and  the  rent  of  the  school-house  free,  the 
school  being  usually  kept  in  one  of  the  churches  of  that  people. 

The  preceding  legislation  seems  to  have  failed  in  its  object  of  establish- 
ing an  efficient  system  of  district  schools.  The  law  was  hardly  known  in 
m.any  districts  before  it  was  repealed  or  amended;  great  negligence  in 
raising  the  tax,  or  rate-bill,  was  the  rule;  and  in  Detroit  especially,  where 
the  people  found  some  relief  in  the  few  private  and  church  schools,  the 
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public  school  system  languished  exceedingly.  Mr.  Franklin  Sawyer, 
State  Superintendent  of  Publir  Instruction,  strongly  urged  an  etTort  at 
a  better  state  of  affairs,  and  Dr.  Zina  Pitcher  (wlu)  had  before  this  time 
been  associated  with  Lucius  Lyons  and  IT.  K.  Schoolcraft  in  i»ub- 
lishing  tile -^nirnal  of  iMJucatjon  at  Detroit,  a  cojiy  of  wliicli  was  order<'d 
by  the  Legislature  to  be  furnished  each  lioard  of  inspectors  and  each 
Scliool  Director)  procured  the  common  council  on  Nov.  '2'A,  1S41,  to  ap- 
point a  special  committee  to  examine  into  the  operations  of  the  common 
school  system  as  affecting  Detroit.  This  committee  was  comi)osed  of 
Zina  IMtcher  as  chairman,  Charles  Moran,  and  I).  W.  Fiske.  and  they 
set  diligently  and  systematically  to  work,  and,  going  from  house  to  house 
and  scliool-room  to  school-room,  ascei-tained  and  rejirted  to  the  common 
council  that  there  were  L.s.'O  thildren  in  Detroit  who  ought  to  be  at  school 
at  least  half  of  the  year;  that  there  were  '27  schools  within  the  corporate 
limits,  in  which  were  714  scholars,  who  were  educated  at  a  cost  of  §12,- 
r»(i(l  j)er  annum,  averaging  ^18  apiece.  This  embraced  one  French  and 
(me  (Jerman  school,  and  were  all  exceedingly  limited  in  numbers  and 
scarcely  deserving  the  name  of  schools,  excepting  the  one  connected  with 
8t.  Ann's  (Catholic)  church,  which  embraced  nearly  all  the  children  of 
Catholic  families  then  resident  in  the  city,  and  the  select  school  of  Mr. 
I'.acon.  attended  by  the  children  of  the  wealtliier  Protestants.  Dr. 
J'itcher  recommended  that  the  common  council,  with  the  assent  of  the 
freemen.  j)etition  the  Legislature  to  amend  the  city  charter  so  as  to  give 
the  council  power  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  schools  by  direct 
taxation,  and  the  freemen  the  right  annually  to  choose  at  the  charter 
election  two  jiersons  from  each  ward  as  a  school  committee,  which  com- 
mittee, when  sitting  as  the  "lictard  of  Education."  with  the  Mayor  as 
jtresident.  ''shall  be  authorized  to  organize  school  districts,  appoint  teach 
ers,  and  do  such  other  acts  as  the  public  good  may  ie(|uii-e."  The  press 
of  the  city  warmly  s<'conded  the  mayor's  recommendation,  and  ui-ged 
sjteedy  and  favorable  action  on  his  report.  The  cojincil  petitioned  the 
Legislature  as  suggested;  a  public  meeting  was  called  by  Dr.  Pitcher 
and  Father  Kundig  (a  most  iuHuential  and  estimable  Catholic  priest); 
.John  K.  Williams  jucsided.  and  the  resolutions  were  moved  by  Dr.  Doug 
lass  IFcMighton.  It  was  urged  that  a  school  tax  was  the  cheapest  insur 
ance  th:it  could  be  put  upon  property;  and  that,  if  the  school  tax  was 
omitted,  then  the  jail  tax  and  ciiminal  couit  costs  must  take  its  ]tlace. 
liut  the  movement  was  waiinly  opposed,  and  nearly  all  the  large  piop 
erly-owners  were  in  oy)i>osition.  A  remonstrance  was  circulated  against 
the  passage  of  the  law.  signed  by  many  tax  payers,  and  headed  by  a  man 
who  signed  with  "his  mark."  which  gave  a  good  handle  to  the  advocates 
of  the  schools.  The  (jimstion  found  an  issue  at  the  charter  elect i;>n, 
where  Douglass  Houghton  was  chosen  mayor  as  a  jiublic  school  caiidi 
date.  A  bill  was  drafted  by  Dr.  Pitcher,  based  upon  the  repoits  and  r(^g 
ulations  of  the  New  JMigland  schools,  and  was  presenled  :iud  its  passage 
urged  by  ILui.  Coiiielius  ()'I"'lynn,  who  was  the  only  member  of  the 
\Vayne  county  delegation  who  suj>ported  it.  It  finally  became  the  law 
on  the  ISth  of  F'ebruary,  1S42.  tinder  which,  with  a  few  amendments,  the 
schools  of  Detroit  were  carried  on  until  repla<ed  by  the  law  «if  ISilS. 
which  is  more  in  keej)ing  with  the  progress  of  the  age.  but  \\h(tse  lending 
ftrovisions  are  almost  identically  the  same  as  those  of  the  old  statute. 
On  March  IS,  ISl  J.  Dr.  Pildiei-  icceived  the  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  (»f 
the  P.o;ird  of  Ivlucitioti  "for  his  ;il»Ie  and  efVicieiit  services  rendered  in 
the  cause  of  education." 

While  we  have  j>r<»perlv  per|ielnaled  in  our  schtwd  fdiiiccs  the  ii;iiiies 
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of  Houghton  the  president,  Barstow  the  advocate.  Bishop  the  builder, 
and  Duffield  the  organizer,  let  us  not  forget  to  do  justice  to  history  and 
credit  to  ourselves  by  attaching  also  to  one  of  our  new  edifices,  as  yet 
unnamed,  the  name  of  Pitcher,  the  founder  of  the  system. 

At  the  time  of  the  change  from  the  old  to  the  new  system,  there  were 
seven  school  districts  in  Detroit,  one  of  which  was  the  colored  school 
above  referred  to.  The  new  board  came  into  possession  of  but  one 
school-house,  the  old  Fourth  Ward  building  on  Fort  street,  costing  .f 500; 
but  they  had  a  <|uantity  of  desks,  benches,  and  stove-pipe,  and  the  cost 
and  nominal  amount  of  all  the  school  property  in  the  city,  over  and  above 
liabilities,  was  |2, 156.79.  In  the  district  where  they  owned  the  school- 
house  they  owed  the  unfortunate  teacher  .f200,  which  I  hope  he  got. 
Their  funds,  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer  Farmer,  consisted  of  |851,  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  in  funds  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  which 
had  just  suspended  payment,  and  which  they  afterwards  sold  at  25  cents 
on  the  dollar,  in  notes  of  the  banks  of  Homer,  Utica,  and  other  wildcats, 
and,  as  the  Treasurer  frankly  says,  the  "remainder  uncertain,"  though 
what  could  have  been  more  uncertain  than  the  wildcat  notes  it  is  hard 
to  imagine.  But  in  this  "uncertain"  remainder  he  classes  a  note  for 
.'i;03r).05,  drawn  by  Israel  Noble  and  indorsed  by  Cbauncey  Hurlbut  and 
John  Owen,  a  security  which  we  would  now  consider  preferable  to  either 
the  wildcats  or  the  bank  of  Michigan.  There  was  further  due  from  A. 
H.  Stowell,  Collector,  |5.34,  and  the  County  Commissioners  had  gener- 
ously resolved  to  grant  them  "a  lot  at  will,  viz.:  the  triangle  on  which  the 
county  jail  stands,  on  certain  conditions."  If  the  "Commissioners"  had 
only  carried  out  their  resolve,  it  would  have  been  "a  good  thing  to  have 
had  in  the  family/'  as  this  triangle  was  what  is  now  Center  Park,  oppo- 
site Dr.  Duffield's  church.  Even  after  the  new  schools  were  opened  with- 
out cost,  so  great  was  the  apathy  and  indifference  felt  by  many  of  the 
citizens  that  it  required  the  personal  and  individual  effort  of  those  inter- 
ested to  bring  this  portion  of  the  community  to  see  the  great  advantages 
they  were  able  to  derive  for  their  families  from  the  common  schools.  It 
is  reported  that  Supt.  Doty  labors  under  no  such  difficulty  at  present. 

The  new  Board  of  Education  went  promptly  to  work  on  March  15,  1842, 
(about  one  month  after  the  passage  of  the  bill),  and  organized  with  Mayor 
Houghton  as  President,  Recorder  Witherell  member  ex  officio,  John  S. 
Abbott  as  Secretary  (he  wrote  a  most  awful  hand),  and  Daniel  J.  Campau 
as  Treasurer.  Samuel  Barstow  (destined  to  weave  his  name  forever  in 
our  school  history)  was  an  Inspector  from  the  first  ward,  and  Charles 
Pitcher  from  the  third.  There  were  twelve  members  in  all.  They  pro- 
ceded  to  adopt  quite  a  comprehensive  code  of  rules,  which  are  copied  into 
the  records  in  the  exquisite  calligraphy  of  George  Robb,  an  Inspector 
from  the  sixth  ward,  who  occasionally  (I  wish  it  had  been  permanently) 
acted  as  secretary.  They  generously  appropriated  |5  for  stationery  for 
the  use  of  the  Board  and  its  officers  during  the  year  (I  fear  that  this  sum 
would  not  now  even  pay  for  Mr.  Doty's  school  blanks).  They  resolved 
that  school  should  not  be  kept  on  Saturday  afternoons;  they  directed  that 
the  school  tax  should  be  collected  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  "because  the 
reception  of  any  other  funds  would  be  a  fraud  upon  the  sacred  object  of 
free  schools"  (the  current  funds  at  this  time  being  "wildcat"  and  "shin- 
plasters,"  the  latter  a  corporation  promise  to  pay,  which  was  justly  held 
in  great  scorn  by  the  citizens).  They  resolved  to  present  a  copy  of  their 
rules  to  each  of  the  editors  of  the  newspapers  in  the  State.     They  rented 
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hnildinjjs  in  four  of  the  six  wards  of  the  city,  at  a  rental  In  all  of  |16G  per 
aiinuiM.  (Their  own  bnildinj^s  did  not  become  valuable  enouj^h  to  insure 
until  1840.)  They  adopted  as  text-books  Webster's  Spelling  book. 
Sanders'  Keader,  and  Peter  I'arley's  iristories  for  the  primaries  and 
Hale's  Histories  for  the  middle  schools,  and  also  the  time-honored  names 
of  Daboll's  Arithmetic  and  the  English  Keader.  Reveling  in  bright 
anticipations  of  the  future,  they  also  adopted  Ilaskins'  Astronomy,  but  I 
doubi  whether  it  was  for  some  time  taught  witli  success.  They  api)ointed 
Thomas  (Irant.  Joshua  N.  Alvoi'd,  Dennis  O'lirien,  John  H.  Anderson, 
and  Charles  W.  Hayes  as  teachers  of  the  middle  schools  at  ^'M)  per 
month;  and  six  female  ])rimarv  teachers  at  |18  per  month.  They  resolved 
that  notice  of  opening  tlie  school  should  be  j)rinled  on  a  slip  of  ])aper 
and  left  at  each  dwelling  house  in  every  ward  (a  plan  which  1  would 
respectfully  present  to  the  consideration  of  messenger  Cousins).  On 
May  12,  1842,  they  engaged  Wm.  C.  Monroe  as  teacher  of  the  colored 
school.  He  was  a  colored  Episcopalian  clergyman,  generally  resi>ected 
throughout  the  city,  and  well  known  as  ^'Father  Monroe,"  and  he  con- 
tinued. otT  and  on,  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  for  many  years.  Mr. 
James  H.  Wellings  took  the  first  scliool  census,  in  which  the  fourth  ward 
showed  the  largest  number  of  cliildren.  being  515.  and  the  fifth  ward  the 
smallest,  being  187.  The  total  number  of  children  in  the  city  between 
5  and  17  years  in  September,  1847,  2.289.  Mr.  \Yellings,  who  also  pre- 
pared and  published  several  city  directories  seems  for  years  to  have  lu^ld 
a  somewhat  similar  j)osition  to  that  now  filled  by  Mr.  Cousins.  Certain 
])roperty  owners  liaving  contumaciously  refused  to  pay  their  school-tax 
and  given  tlie  collector  to  understand  that  the  lioard  of  Education  "would 
not  dare  to  prosecute  and  colIcM-t  by  law,"  the  boai'd  ordered  tlit^  collector 
to  jtroceed  and  collect  by  levy  and  sale  of  goods  and  chattels  foi-thwith. 
and  ordercMl  him  to  report  in  writing  the  name  of  every  individual  so  re- 
fusing, for  publication  in  the  daily  pa])ers  (pour  cnconrnqrr  7r.s  autrrx). 

Friendly  relations  seem  to  have  existed  with  otlier  corporate  friends, 
for  they  "offered  their  sincere  thanks  to  the  Common  Council  for  tlieir 
magnanimity  in  not  only  authori/.ing  the  use  of  the  late  Washington 
Maiket  House  for  ])urposes  of  education,  hut  for  the  general  interest 
manifested  in  the  moral  worth  and  diaracter  of  Detroit." 

They  were  a  ]»unctual  ]>oai-d,  for  they  fined  evei-y  member  who  was  not 
present  within  twenty  minutes  after  roll-call  the  sum  of  fifty  cents,  and 
they  enforced  and  collected  the.<;e  fines  into  the  bargain.  They  were  in 
advance  of  their  age,  moreover,  for  they  appointed  a  standing  committee 
of  three  ladies  from  eacli  ward  to  examine  the  primary  schools,  and 
among  thev  I  find  the  nauu's  of  Mrs.  John  Hulbui-t.  Mis.  H.  S.  Cole,  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Van' Dyke,  Mrs.  Robert  Stuart.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Buel.  Mrs.  A.  S.  Wil- 
liams, and  Miss  E.  S.  Trowbridge.  They  were  in  continual  hot  water 
a}»out  their  colored  school,  which  was  up  for  consideration  at  almost 
every  ]>oard  meeting  for  years.  .\t  one  meeting  complaints  would  be 
preferred  against  the  tea<-her.  backed  up  by  a  petition;  these  would  be 
rebutted  at  the  next  meeting  by  warm  denials,  also  sui)i)orted  by  peti- 
tions. Special  committees  were  ap]»ointed,  reported,  and  were  dis- 
charged, and  new  c(mimittees  tried  their  hands  at  it,  teacher  followed 
teacher  in  rajtid  succession,  and  chosen  alternately  from  tlie  rival  denomi- 
nations of  E|tiscopalians.  .Methodists,  and  liaptists.  until  the  board,  after 
trying  in  vain  to  satisfy  all  gave  uj)  tlie  etTort  and  resolved  to  satisfy 
tlu'tnselves  i-egardless  of  petitions,  and  appointed  Mr.  J<»hn  \\'liitbeck  in 
1850.  who  innliiined  to  tcar-li  until  last  vear. 
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On  April  22,  1844,  they  reduced  their  establishment  to  three  middle  and 
six  primary  schools,  and  the  same  day  appointed  a  committee  to  submit 
a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  high  school,  which  committee  subse- 
quently reported  in  favor  of  establishing  a  free  high  school  in  the  old 
Branch  University  building,  to  be  limited  to  25  male  scholars  of  at  least 
11  years  of  age,  and  who  had  previously  attended  some  one  of  the  public 
schools  for  three  months.  But  the  teacher  was  authorized  to  take  in 
other  scholars  on  such  terms  of  payment  as  suited  him;  the  high  school, 
however,  was  not  opened  until  14  years  afterward. 

In  the  spring  of  1844  the  board  encountered  a  storm  which  came  very 
near  wrecking  their  whole  system.  The  introduction  of  the  reading  of 
the  Bible  as  a  text-book  in  the  schools  was  vigorously  and  earnestly  con- 
tested; the  religious  feelings  of  the  citizens  were  thoroughly  aroused  in 
the  matter;  lines  were  openly  drawn  between  Protestants  and  Catholics; 
petitions  with  innumerable  names  signed  poured  in  upon  the  board,  some 
asking  positively  for  the  introduction  of  the  Bible  as  a  text-book,  others 
soliciting  the  very  contrary  and  insisting  upon  its  total  exclusion.  The 
excitement  ran  so  high  that  citizens  on  both  sides  did  not  hesitate  to 
declare  openly  that  unless  their  particular  views  were  carried  out  in  this 
matter,  they  w^ould  gladly  see  the  entire  school  system  swept  away  from 
the  city.  The  board  were  much  divided  upon  the  subject,  and  considered 
many  and  various  resolutions  on  the  subject,  and  took  many  votes  there- 
on; made  many  ineffectual  attempts  at  a  compromise,  and  finally  on  Feb. 
3,  1845,  resolved  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
rules  conflicting  with  the  right  of  any  teacher  to  open  his  or  her  school 
by  reading  without  note  or  comment  from  any  verson  of  the  Bible  they 
may  choose,  either  Catholic  or  Protestant,  and  that  any  teacher  who 
should  in  any  way  note,  comment,  or  remark  in  school,  upon  passages  of 
Scripture  should,  upon  proper  proof  thereof,  be  removed  from  his  or  her 
school  and  so  the  matter  blew  over  without  injury. 

In  1847  the  board  took  a  great  step  in  their  progress  by  the  occupation 
of  the  building  formerly  used  as  the  Territorial  and  State  Capitol  and 
ceded  by  the  State  to  the  common  council,  on  the  removal  of  the  capital 
to  Lansing.  The  council  turned  it  over  to  the  board  for  educational  pur- 
poses, and  Messrs.  Barstow  and  Duffield  proceeded  on  the  very  night  of 
the  transfer  (May  1,  1848),  to  take  possession  in  the  name  of  the  board. 
A  graded  or  union  school,  the  pioneer  of  its  kind,  not  only  in  Michigan 
but  in  the  northwest,  was  opened  with  Mr.  Wm.  Francis  as  principal, 
Miss  Maria  Rockwell  as  assistant  in  the  senior  department,  the  Misses 
Brown  and  Holman  as  subordinates,  and  Miss  Theodosia  Gillett  as  a  vol- 
unteer assistant.  This  school  soon  attained  a  great  reputation,  which 
it  maintained  during  its  entire  existence.  It  was  the  favorite  school  in 
the  city,  and  was  always  crowded  with  the  children  of  our  best  citizens. 
Among  its  first  graduates,  of  whom  I  can  just  mention,  are  Prof.  Moses 
Coit  Tyler,  Judge  Weir,  Dr.  S.  P.  Duffield,  Eugene  Robinson,  H.  M.  Duf- 
field, J.  W.  Finney,  and  Hoyt  Post,  Esq.,  and  a  great  many  ladies  of 
prominence  in  the  social  world.  It  possessed  special  popularity  as  a 
girls'  school,  under  the  efficient  charge  of  Miss  Rockwell  (Now  Mrs. 
Birchard),  who  taught  with  great  success  for  ten  years,  and  left  in  1857, 
to  the  great  regret  of  the  board,  to  establish  a  young  ladies'  seminary. 
Mr.  Francis  was  in  time  succeeded  by  Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  Alcott,  under 
whose  charge  the  school  continued  to  progress  in  reputation  and  high 
standing,  and  it  was  the  great  success  and  popularity  of  this  school,  and 
the  stronghold  which  it  gained  for  the  cause  among  the  people,  by  the 
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piactiral  illustiation  wliicli  it  constantly  afTorded  of  the  merits  of  the 
school  system,  that  the  hoard  aetiiiii-ed  the  constant  popuhir  support 
which  enahh'd  tliem  to  triumpli  over  all  advcisaries,  and  extend  their 
system  to  its  present  fair  proportions.  Many  aie  the  pleasant  memories 
which  cluster  around  the  old  capitol  school.  All  honor  to  its  name,  as 
the  pioneer  of  a  system,  now  so  vast  and  mijjhty  throuj;hout  our  western 
htnd.  In  connection  with  the  old  capitol  school,  I  have  mentioned  the 
name  of  Mr.  .John  F.  Nichols,  and  any  sketch  of  our  public  scIkxiIs  would 
be  incomplete  that  omitted  reference  to  one  who  has  been  s(t  lonji  and  so 
c Muspicuously  connected  with  the  system.  He  has  by  n(»  means  become 
a  historical  chaiacter  yet;  and  the  l.*8  teachers  and  1, (».")(»  scholars  under 
his  chai<ie  will  testily  that  he  is  still  a  very  lively  vetei-an;  and  the  sinjr- 
linfi;  out  with  tlu'  lon^i-  index  tin<;er  of  "that  hoy""  or  "that  j^irl"'  will  still 
biinj;  the  culprit  uji  with  a  start,  as  it  did  in  the  "brave  days  of  old." 
Yet  he  commenced  on  May  1,  1848,  as  teacher  of  the  First  Middle  School 
at  a  salary  of  $4{H)  a  year,  and  has  taught  continuously  in  the  Detroit 
public  schools  ever  sin<-e,  a  period  of  !''{  years  and  a  term  of  service  which 
is,  I  believe,  without  a  i)arallel  in  the  ])ublic  school  history.  Durinji  all 
ti:i^  time  he  has  always  been  at  the  head  of  one  of  our  lar<j:est  and  best 
schools.  Thousands  of  his  scholars  are  now  in  the  active  j»aths  of  adult 
life,  many  conspicuous  in  business,  in  the  professions,  and  as  heads  of 
families,  whose  children  are  thronjjinj;  in  numbers  to  the  precepts  of  the 
same  teacher.  It  is  diflicult  to  find  any  public  charter  in  our  community, 
whose  influence  (and  influence  for  j^ood)  has  been  more  extended;  and 
when  we  think  how  his  teachinjf  and  training;  has  entered  into  the  life 
and  foinied  the  character  of  such  a  <;reat  number  of  the  intelli};ent  and 
inllueniial  men  and  women  of  our  citv,  we  mav  sav  of  him  in  the  words  of 
the  Holy  Writ: 

■■\\'lnil(>  ;:('ncrjirioii.s  shall  rise  up.  and  call  him  blessed." 

.And  here,  in  speakin*;  of  the  worthies  identified  with  cuir  system, 
prop<'r  mention  should  be  made  of  Samuel  Karstow.  a  member  of  the 
b(»ard  when  organized  in  1842.  and  continuously  thereafter  until  his 
sudden  death  in  July,  1854;  always  present  at  its  meetings,  and  geni'rally 
at  the  head  of  its  most  imiK>rtant  committees;  for  several  successive 
terms  its  presiding  officer,  and  everywhere  and  on  all  occasions  the  warm- 
est friend  and  the  most  zealous  and  elo(iuent  advocate  of  the  common 
school  system, — of  rugged  featui-es  and  unjirepctssessing  appeai-ance.  he 
was  nothwithstanding  a  most  fiery  and  convincing  orator,  and  he  threw 
all  his  fine  abilities,  and  gave  most  largely  of  his  time,  to  the  cause  of 
public  schools.  H<'  was  the  julot  who  weathei'ed  the  two  stcu'ms  which 
most  seriously  assailed  the  cause.  The  l*»oai'd  of  Citizens  sin<'erely  de- 
I»lored  his  death,  and  jironiMinced  him  in  their  resohilions,  as  upriglit. 
true,  frank,  sincere,  sound,  and  reliable.  His  death  was  regarde«l  as  a 
public  calamity,  and  his  name  was  affixed  to  one  of  our  most  prominent 
I)nl)lic  schools,  where  let  it  long  remain,  tin*  fitting  monument  of  a  good 
man. 

.Mr.  I'.arslow  was  succeeded  ;is  President  in  Mairh.  18.~»1.  by  Mi'.  T><'vi 
I'.ishop.  who  filled  that  post  until  his  resignation  fiom  the  board  in 
August.  isr)8.  and  prctved  a  woi-thy  successoi-  to  Mr.  Hai-stow.  I'nder  liis 
administration  the  IJarstow  and  l?ishop  scho<ds  were  erecfe<l.  the  latter 
a  most  signal  steji  in  our  progi-ess;  and  then,  and  now,  regarded  with 
j>ride  by  all  friends  of  edination.  Its  location  was  at  first  objected  to 
by  many  as  being  too  distant  from  population,  and  on  a  remof*'  and 
bb'ak  common,  but  I  believe  time  has  [iroved  the  wisdom  of  its  site.     Mr. 
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B.  personally  and  constantly  superintended  the  erection  of  both  of  these 
buildings  in  every  detail,  and  Husbanding  all  our  resources  with  most 
rigid  economy,  would  hardly  allow  a  cent  to  be  expended  for  any  other 
object  until  these  buildings  were  completed.  He  was  of  indomitable 
courage  and  of  most  tenacious  disposition,  and  these  qualities  brought 
the  board  successfully  through  many  a  hostile  common  council,  and  many 
a  lukewarm  freemen's  meeting.  His  naitie  is  properly  borne  on  the  beau- 
tiful edifice  he  labored  so  industriously  in  erecting. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  succeeded  in  1858,  as  President,  by  Mr.  D.  Bethune 
Duffield,  who  had  been  an  active  member  of  the  board,  and  a  hard  and 
efficient  worker  ou  all  its  most  important  committees  since  his  election 
as  Inspector  in  1847.  Mr.  Duffleld  continued  as  Inspector  until  1861, 
and  his  history  as  an  officer  and  member  is  the  history  of  our  public 
schools  for  14  years.  To  him,  next  to  Mr.  Barstow,  the  schools  of  Detroit 
are  indebted  for  being  what  they  are.  For  very  many  of  these  years  he 
gave  daily — (I  am  speaking  from  personal  knowledge) — nearly  half  his 
time  to  public  business.  His  logical  mind,  his  eloquent  tongue,  his  rapid 
pen,  were  always  placed  at  the  service  of  the  cause,  and  were  always  at 
work  in  that  service.  We  made  constant  and  heavy  demands  upon  him, 
and  he  always  met  them  cheerfully  and  effectively.  A  hard-working  and 
ambitious  lawyer,  he  would  promptly  put  aside  pressing  and  lucrative 
engagements  to  defend  a  teacher  in  a  justice's  court;  to  plead  the  cause 
of  schools  before  a  higher  tribunal,  or  before  the  assembled  freemen,  to 
inspect  a  new  school  or  a  candidate  for  a  teachership,  or  to  preside  at  a 
school  examination.  The  only  reward  he  ever  asked  was  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  was  laboring  for  a  beloved  cause.  Fittingly  does  the  beauti- 
ful building,  which  crowns  the  highest  point  of  our  city  and  first  catches 
the  eye  of  the  traveler  as  he  approaches  it  from  the  east,  bear  aloft  the 
name  of  one  who  has  labored  so  long  and  so  well  in  the  cause. 

In  1852,  the  school  system  was  again  assailed  by  a  most  formidable  at- 
tack. The  annexation  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  wards  to  our  corporate 
limits  occasioned  an  extensive  remodelling  of  our  charter,  and  induced 
many  of  the  Catholics,  headed  by  Bishop  Lefevere,  to  ask  that  what  they 
deemed  an  injustice  might  be  remedied.  They  complained  that  notwith- 
standing the  constitution  guaranteed  liberty  of  conscience  to  every  citi- 
zen, yet  the  public  school  laws  compelled  them  to  violate  their  con- 
sciences, or  deprive  them  unjustly  of  their  share  of  the  public  school 
fund,  and  imposed  upon  them  taxes  for  the  su])port  of  schools,  which,  as 
a  matter  of  conscience,  they  could  not  allow  their  children  to  attend; 
and  that  the  fealty  of  the  child  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  church 
was  weakened  by  attending  the  common  schools  of  the  city,  and  they 
prayed  that  a  pro  rata  distribution  of  the  school  fund  might  be  made  so 
that  the  schools  of  the  Catholic  church  might  receive  a  share  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  children  educated  in  them.  These  and  other  argu- 
ments were  ably  and  forcibly  presented  by  Wm.  O'Callaghan,  Esq.;  and 
in  a  series  of  well-written  communications  to  the  city  press  by  Miss 
Mattie  M.  Jacobs,  it  was  answered  that  it  formed  no  part  of  the  duties 
of  the  government.  State  or  national,  to  inculcate  or  foster  a  national  or 
State  religion,  and  that  the  State  constitution  provided  that  no  law 
should  be  passed  to  compel  any  person  to  pay  taxes,  or  other  rates,  for 
the  support  of  any  teacher  of  religion.  The  Legislature  was  flooded  with 
petitions  and  pam.phlets  on  the  subject;  conspicuous  among  the  former 
was  one  signed  by  Bishop  McCoskry,  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in  which. 
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while  he  protested  that  he  had  no  wish  nor  desire  to  interfere  with  the 
system  which  was  the  pride  of  the  State,  yet,  insisting  that  if  such  system 
shouhl  be  overturned.,  the  cliurih  of  which  lie  was  the  representative 
head  sliduld  have  her  jiroportion  also  of  the  scliool  moneys;  avowinj;  that 
such  funds  sliciuld  be  carefully  used  in  teachiuj;  the  doctrines  and  prin- 
ciples of  such  cliurch,  under  char<;e  of  so  many  of  its  cler^'y  as  he  cctuld 
secure;  and  that  no  otlu-r  priiicifdes  or  doctrines  should  lind  place  in  such 
schools.  This  petition  ccuiclusively  showed  to  what  result  a  division  of 
the  school  fund  must  inevitably  lead,  and  the  Le<;islalure  linally  refused 
to  act  as  prayed  for.  The  contest  was  then  transferred  to  the  polls;  the 
re{;ular  democracy  nominated  a  Kecorder,  Alderman,  and  Inspectors  in 
fav<ir  of  a  division  of  the  fund;  a  meeting:  of  the  independent  democracy 
nominated  like  (dlicers  opjiosed  to  such  a  division;  the  \Vhi«;s  made  no 
ntuninations,  but  sup|M>rUMl  the  independent  ticket.  The  contest  was  a 
very  warm  «ine.  and  lor  days  and  weeks  the  newspapers  ran*.;;  with  ajt- 
peals  and  communications  (Ui  one  or  the  other  side,  and  »;reat  numbers 
of  applicants  for  naturalization  were  brou{^ht  by  both  parties  tlirou<?h 
the  courts.  It  was  entirely  divested  of  a  partisan  complexion;  and  the 
issue  was  squarely  made  upon  the  continuance  or  abandonment  of  the 
existin*;  system  of  juiblic  scluxds.  The  "rej^ular''  or  "division"  ticket 
was  headed  by  Mr.  L.  II.  Hewitt  as  candidate  for  Kecorder;  the  "inde- 
pendent" or  "school  ticket"  by  IJeorjr*'  V.  N.  Lothroj).  Esq.  (then,  as  on 
many  occasions  since,  and  n(»w.  a  most  zealous,  effect ive,  and  powerful 
advocate  of  the  systemi,  who  threw  into  the  contest  all  the  jtower  of  his 
fiery,  controlling;,  and  stirrin*;  (docpience,  and  for  a  fortnij;ht  before  the 
election,  his  entire  time.  The  stru^jrle  came  on  March  8,  1853;  the  inde- 
pendent ticket  swept  every  ward  but  one,  and  its  standard-bearer  was 
chosen  Kecorder  by  2,000  majority.  The  (piestion  of  the  division  of  the 
sch(((d  fund  has  never  been  ajrilated  since. 

I  becauM'  a  member  of  the  lioard  in  February,  185(),  and  have  since 
remained  a  meniber.  excejit  durinjr  my  absence  from  the  city  from  1S(»1 
to  ist;:?.  My  first  service  was  as  member  of  the  comniiltee  on  schools, 
(d"  which  .Iud<;e  J.  V.  Campbell  was  chairman,  and  here  I  tjrst  learned  to 
know  and  admire  the  purity  and  integrity,  as  well  as  sweetness  and 
amiability  of  character  which  has  made  this  eminent  jurist  so  beloved 
and  respected  wherever  he  is  known.  We  had  then  no  Superintendent 
or  messen;;er.  but  the  duties  of  these  (dlicers  were  cheerfully  perforuu'd 
by  Inspectors.  Mr.  J.  <'.  Warnei-,  for  years  chaii-man  of  the  scliool-honse 
committee,  kept  a  hor-se  an<l  bu»:j;y  soh'ly  for  the  j)uri»ose  of  enabling;  him 
to  dischar<;e  the  duties  of  that  post,  and  he  |>eisonally  sujierinlended 
every  purchase  and  repair.  The  lioard  was  ]»oor.  The  only  resource 
they  had  for  building  was  to  take  advantage  of  the  occasional  extra  tax 
nf  ^1.500.  and  add  to  it  whatever  they  could  manage,  with  the  stiictest 
economy,  to  save  frcmi  their  annual  receipts.  These  receipts  for  all 
v(  liocd  purposes  were  a  tax  of  one  dollar  per  head  on  all  the  children  be- 
tween five  and  eighteen,  and  the  pi-opoition  of  moneys  received  each  year 
frf>m  the  State  schord  fund,  which  barely  exceeded  IJitL'.dOO.  Yet  they 
urgently  needed  school  ;icc<»mm<idal ions  in  the  tenth  ward.  Di'.  L.  H. 
(^'obb,  on  its  behalf,  puichased  the  building  of  the  "Ladies  of  the  Sacred 
Heart"  on  Klmwood  avenue,  and  personally  supervised  its  moving  across 
the  comtiMms  to  its  juesent  site  on  Larne<l  street,  and  when  there,  laid 
down  the  sidewalks  and  built  the  fences  an«l  outliouses  jtiincipally  with 
his  own  hands.  Insj>eclor  Case,  of  the  ninth  wai'd.  in  charge  of  llie  cjir 
shops  of  the  Michigan  Central  Kailroad.  and  a  skilled  architect,  gratui- 
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tously  designed  and  superintended  the  building  of  the  third  ward  and 
Trowbridge  schools.  It  was  not  the  fashion  to  charge  the  board  for  any 
services.  Inspectors  who  were  lawyers,  always  rendered  legal  services 
gratuitously;  and  merchants  often  abated  their  bills  when  informed  that 
it  was  for  the  cause  of  education. 

The  influence  and  example  of  Campbell,  Barstow,  and  Duffield  were 
effectual  in  obliterating  party  lines  in  the  Board,  where  they  have  long 
been,  still  are,  and  I  hope  will  long  continue  to  be  unknown,  although 
members  are  chosen  at  hotly  contested  elections^  yet,  on  entering  into 
the  Board,  they  always  drop  all  political  distinctions,  and  a  party  allu- 
sion or  taunt  if  used  would  be  looked  upon  with  extreme  disfavor.  The 
elections  of  officers  are  almost  always  unanimous.  The  citizens  have 
evidently  approved  of  this  course,  and  have  always  at  three  freemen's 
meetings  granted  every  request  made  by  the  Board.  The  long  terms  of 
a  majority  of  its  members,  arising  from  frequent  re-election  by  the  peo- 
ple, have  given  to  the  Board  a  character  of  permanence  and  stability 
which  has  worked  much  good.  Members  have  become  familiar  with  the 
operations  of  the  system,  with  its  needs  and  the  character  of  its  em- 
ploj-es,  and  while  experience  gives  them  knowledge  of  those  things  in 
which  experience  is  needed,  the  conservatism  which  results  from  long 
service  makes  them  averse  to  experimental  changes.  And  this  conserva- 
tism has  produced  the  permanent  tenure  of  all  its  employes,  in  which 
feature  and  its  results  it  may  be  favorably  compared  with  other  schools, 
boards,  and  other  corporate  State  or  national  organizations.  The  teach- 
ers are  appointed  solely  for  merit  and  efficiency,  ascertained  upon  a  rigid 
and  impartial  competitive  examination.  Once  inscribed  upon  the  per- 
manent roll,  they  hold  office  during  good  behavior,  and  promotion  and 
removal  are  dependent  entirely  upon  their  ability  as  evidenced  in  the 
results  of  their  teaching.  Here  is  the  much  discussed  ''Civil  Service 
Reform"  accomplished,  carried  into  actual  work,  and  into  successful 
operation.  The  Board  do  not  know  and  do  not  wish  to  know  the  religious 
creed  or  political  preferences  of  any  of  its  employes,  from  superintendent 
to  janitor.  Their  only  object  is  to  get  the  right  men  and  women  into  the 
right  places.  The  result  is  a  thoroughly  efficient  corps  of  teachers,  espe- 
cially trained  for  the  service,  owing  office  to  no  man  but  solely  to  their 
own  merit,  holding  it  by  the  same  tenure,  exercising  from  long  and  con- 
stant contact  with  the  neighborhoods  in  which  they  teach,  a  great  in- 
fluence, and  producing  a  system  of  public  schools  which  challenges  and 
covets  examination,  and  which  we  proudly  claim  as  second  to  none  in  the 
land. 

I  have  mentioned  that  for  many  years  we  had  no  superintendent,  and 
that  the  duty  of  visiting  schools  devolved  upon  inspectors.  Some  of  the 
incidents  which  occurred  in  our  inspecting  tours  may  seem  strange  to  our 
present  well-trained  corps  of  experts,  who  teach  on  a  defined  and  exact 
system,  and  govern  by  tap  of  the  bell. 

On  one  occasion,  in  passing  by  a  public  school-house  in  a  rented  frame 
building  on  Monroe  avenue,  my  attention  was  arrested  by  a  discordant 
mingling  of  cries  of  distress  and  loud  singing  of  children's  voices.  Glanc- 
ing in  at  the  window,  I  perceived  the  cause:  a  delinquent  boy  was  firmly 
held  by  two  assistant  lady  teachers,  in  the  proper  position  for  receiving 
punishment,  while  a  third  applied  the  ruler  with  a  vigorous  arm,  and  his 
loud  wailings  were  lost  in  the  voices  of  the  school,  who  were  singing  in 
chorus  to  drown  the  noise.  I  am  not  prepared  just  now  to  recommend 
this  as  a  proper  method  for  adoption  in  our  present  schools.  One  of  our 
buildings,  still  occupied  and  doing  good  service,  was  annexed  to  our 
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system  into  a  certain  extension  of  the  city  limits;  and  its  male  teacher, 
of  rather  mature  years,  and  of  ideas  on  school  {government  both  obsolete 
and  imported,  was  annexed  with  it.  He  ruled  his  school  with  a  larfje 
shillalah,  and,  when  examined  by  visitinjj  inspectors,  nevei  allowed  a 
class  to  recit*',  but  answered  all  their  (juestions  himself.  After  rejx'ated 
trials  the  board  removed  him  and  sent  down  a  lady  teachei-  to  fill  his 
place,  but  he  I'efnsed  to  vacate  or  allow  his  successor  even  to  enter  the 
buildinjj;.  alle<;in}f  that  he  was  under  contract  with  his  former  em|>loyers 
of  the  township  board  for  a  jieiiod  still  unex|)ired.  AtTairs  remained  in 
the  revolutionary  state  for  a  fortnijiht'.  until  linally  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  schools  went  down  in  person  and  obtained  access  to  the 
bnildinjr  about  half  an  hour  before  the  time  of  ojxminjj.  The  teacher 
arrived,  waxed  indijjjnaut,  and  tried  to  oust  the  chairman  "■li  et  armis,'' 
but  as  he  was  a  small  man.  and  the  chairman  weij^hed  200  and  upwards 
— well,  he  stayed  there,  and  kept  school  himself  the  rest  of  the  day;  and 
he  knows,  by  peisonal  experience,  what  a  hard  tiling;  it  is  to  teach  an 
''omnibus  school. "" 

We  once  rented  the  basement  of  the  German  school  on  Monroe  avenue 
as  a  colored  school.  The  teacher  was  a  lady  of  lar*;e  stature,  and  much 
jfiven  to  the  use  of  the  rod.  She  probably  found  Kingj  Solomon's  method 
a  failure,  and  re.^olved  to  try  moral  suasion,  or  at  least  to  make  her 
scholais  hap|»y  by  diversifyinj;  the  tedium  of  study  with  amusement.  At 
any  rate,  on  visit  in*:'  the  school  »|uite  une.xpect<'dly  one  day,  I  found  the 
scholai's  at  theii*  seats  with  theii-  boctks  and  the  teacher  at  her  table  on 
the  i>latf(trni  /ihii/'nn/  card.s  with  three  of  her  larj^cr  piijtils.  If  this  had 
occurred  durinj;  the  jjresent  term,  it  would  perhajis  be  jjublished  in  the 
papers  as  "ill-treatment  of  colored  children  in  the  public  schools,"  par- 
ticularly if  the  teacher  followed  the  example  of  Bill  Nye  in  his  celebrated 
fjame  with  the  He.ithen  Ctiinee.  and  liafd  her  sleeve  full  of  trumj*  cards. 

\\'lien  the  old  "liranch  Tniversity"  was  occujued  as  a  ]>ublic  middle 
school,  two  iiisp(»ct(»i's.  havinji  occasion  to  visit  it  one  day.  found  the 
i'rimip.il  presidinj:  over  his  room,  in  th«^  most  dijrnitied  manner,  irith  his 
litit  on,  aiui  on  jtiivatejy  inijiiirinj;  the  reason,  were  infoiined  that  tlu'  roof 
was  so  ruinous  that  he  feared  the  ceilinfr  would  fall  in.  and  wanted  to 
j»rotect  his  head.  l*erliaj»s.  if  Mr.  Potter  had  tried  this  experiment  in 
the  old  I'.arstow  buildinj;,  we  mif^ht  have  got  one  new  school-house  sooner 
than  we  did. 

After  the  heated  tlisiiission  over  tlie  reading!  of  the  liible,  teachers  were 
.illowed  to  o|)en  their  schools  by  icadinj;  from  any  versi(Ui  of  the  Bible 
wiihont  note  oi'  comment.  To  this  exercise  some  teachers  bejj.in  by 
de^jrees  to  add  exteni|»ore  prayers,  in  which  weie  (tccasionally  inlioduced 
sectarian  and  even  political  allusions.  This,  of  course,  and  justly,  jjave 
otferise,  and  to  avoid  any  possible  diHiculty,  the  prop<*r  committee  };ave 
directions  that  the  f)nly  jtrayer  which  mijjht  he  used  should  be  the 
"Lord's  prayer"  repeated  by  the  teacher  and  scholars  in  c«)ncert,  which 
they  tli(»u;:ht  was  an  exercise  in  which  ;ill  denominations  niifzht  cheei-fnlly 
unite.  Ibil  one  inornin;^  the  cliairnian  was  summoned  hastily  to  a  small 
riiin.iry.  whose  teacher  informed  him  that  near-Iy  half  hei-  scholars  re- 
fused to  united  in  this  exercise,  aird  pleaded  their  parents'  comntand. 
The  astonished  chairrrr.in  asked  the  children  why  they  «)bjected  1(»  the 
Lord's  prayer,  and  was  more  astonished  by  th<'  answer:  ''If  i/nu  pJrnsc, 
ttir,  in-  arc  Jeirn."'  ()n«'  of  our  lady  teachers,  who  is  still  with  us.  and 
jtresides  with  success  atrd  irsefirlness  over-  air  inrportant  school,  once  sent 
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a  scholar  to  my  house  in  great  haste,  to  urge  my  immediate  presence  at 
her  school,  as  one  of  the  pupils  was  openly  resisting  her.  I  left  my  dinner 
(just  commenced)  and  hastening  to  the  school-house,  found  a  large, 
strongly  built  French  boy  of  about  16  years,  who  would  persist  in  chew- 
ing tobacco  in  school,  and  expectorating  on  the  floor,  and  who  refused  to 
desist  or  to  receive  punishment  from  the  teacher.  I  told  her  that  as  her 
authority  had  been  defied  before  her  scholars  so  the  punishment  must 
take  place  in  the  same  presence,  but,  on  her  approaching  with  Jier  rod, 
he  '^squared  off"  at  her,  after  the  manner  of  the  prize-ring.  I  waxed 
indignant,  and  started  for  the  boy  myself,  meaning  to  chastize  him  on 
the  platform,  regardless  of  suits  for  assault  and  battery.  But,  as  I  drew 
near,  he  ran  out  of  the  door  into  the  street,  and  I  ran  after  him.  We  had 
considerable  of  a  running  match,  but  he  dodged  me  over  one  or  two 
fences  and  through  several  mud-puddles;  and  as  he  was  a  long-legged, 
light  and  agile  youth,  his  agility  surpassed  mine,  and  he  escaped.  I  went 
to  his  father,  and  on  relating  the  circumstances,  he  said  that  he  would 
take  all  the  skin  off  the  boy's  back,  but  this  I  showed  him  would  not  do, 
and  convinced  him  that  as  the  resistance  to  the  teacher  was  made  before 
the  school,  it  was  his  duty  to  take  the  boy  to  her,  or  see  that  he  submitted 
to  be  publicly  punished  by  her.  This  was  accordingly  done,  with  a  fine 
moral  effect  upon  the  other  scholars,  but  the  boy  went  to  the  bad,  and 
was  afterwards  sent  to  State  prison. — a  just  retribution  for  beating  a 
school  inspector  at  a  foot-race. 

Many  of  you  have  seen  the  official  seal  of  the  board  as  appended  to 
high-school  diplomas  and  teachers'  certificates,  representing  a  genius  in 
female  form,  leading  a  child  up  the  hill  of  knowledge,  and  pointing  to  the 
star  of  hope  overhead,  with  the  motto  "Sic  itur  ad  astro."'  It  was  de- 
signed by  President  Duffield,  but  a  member  of  the  committee  who  raised 
an  objection  on  the  subject  submitted  another  design  in  opposition.  It 
was  also  a  female  figure,  also  with  a  child,  disposed  in  proper  position 
across  her  lap,  while  from  on  high  the  avenging  rod  descended,  and  the 
motto  was,  ''so  shall  he  see  stars." 

From  the  commencement  it  was  thought  best  to  put  each  separate 
school  under  charge  of  a  male  teacher.  Women  were  employed  as  assist- 
ants, or  in  the  primary  departments,  but  the  idea  (which  still  prevails  in 
England  and  on  the  continent)  was  that  women  might  teach  but  could  not 
govern.  The  first  board  commenced  their  work  with  six  schools,  all  under 
charge  of  males;  and,  down  to  1860.  all  o-ur  schools,  except  a  few  detached 
primaries,  remained  under  such  charge.  The  larger  ones,  the  old  Capitol, 
8th  ward,  Barstow  and  Bishop,  had  males  for  senior  and  junior  princi- 
pals; those  of  the  second  class,  such  as  the  Lafontaine  street,  and  the 
^'01  d  Branch,"  the  Miami  avenue,  and  the  colored  school,  had  each  a  male 
principal,  while  the  smaller  detached  primaries  were  placed  in  convenient 
groups,  under  the  supervision  of  a  neighboring  union  school  principal, 
who  visited  them  once  a  week,  or  oftener.  to  look  after  their  condition  and 
to  attend  to  the  governing.  The  pioneer  in  the  cause  of  the  employment 
of  women  as  a  governor  was  a  medium-sized,  slightly  built  girl  of  17  or  18 
years,  an  assistant  in  the  senior  department  of  the  Bishop  Union  School. 
At  this  time  we  had  a  primary  on  First  street  in  the  First  ward,  which, 
from  the  class  of  scholars  attending  it,  and  the  neglect  and  incapacity 
of  its  teachers,  had  got  into  a  very  bad  condition.  The  neighbors  had 
petitioned  that  the  school  might  be  closed  as  a  nuisance.  It  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  worst  in  the  city,  Having  learned  something  of  the 
remarkable  governing  qualities  of  the  young  lady  referred  to,  we  took 
her.  without  a  word  of  warning,  from  her  pleasant  assistant's  part,  and 
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sent  her  to  this  school.  In  one  term  it  became  the  best  primary  in  the 
city,  and  the  uei<jhbor.s,  who  had  iM'titioncd  foi-  its  removal  as  a  niiisame, 
now  j)esteied  Inspectors  because  their  children  could  not  get  in.  Hut 
the  Junior  Department  of  another  school  had  by  this  time  got  into  bad 
order.  The  50  large,  rough  boys  who  attended  it,  had  got  into  the  way  of 
running  the  machine  \o  suit  themselves.  We  had  sent  there  two  male 
teachers  in  succession,  and  each  proved  unable  to  manage  them.  Against 
the  counsels  of  the  majority  of  the  IJoai'd,  who  threw  all  the  responsibility 
of  the  stej)  upon  them,  the  Committee  on  Teachers,  much  doubting  them- 
selves, resolved  upon  the  unheard-of  innovation  of  trying  a  female  Prin- 
cipal for  this  large  Junior  Department  of  115  scholars,  and  the  young 
girl  from  the  First  ward  was  sent  there.  The  scholars  received  her,  at 
first  with  ridicule,  afterwards  with  amazement,  finally  and  lastingly  with 
comjtlete  obedience,  and  that  promjtt,  eager  attention  to  her  every  word, 
which  imj)lies  all'ectionate  regard.  The  school  which  the  rawhide,  wield- 
ed by  the  vigorous  hand  of  a  male,  had  failed  to  subdue,  was  ruled  with 
ease  by  the  tap  of  a  bell  in  the  hands  of  a  slight  girl.  Yet  she  was  no 
moral  suasionist;  she  had  a  will  of  iron,  and  when  it  was  disputed,  the 
rod  would  come,  and  come  smartly  too.  But  she  was  a  born  governor,  a 
steam-engine  in  petticoats.  There  is  no  telling  where  she  would  have 
stopped,  had  she  remained  w-ith  us.  She  might  have  been  Principal  of 
the  High  School,  I'resident  of  the  Board,  or  Mayor  of  the  city.  There  was 
nothing  that  that  little  woman  wanted  to  do,  that  she  couldn't  do. 

This  exi»eriment.  which  we  then  tried  so  timidly,  has  now  become  such 
a  recognizcMl  success  as  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  course.  For  we 
have  now  lai-ge  schools,  of  many  departments,  and  hundreds  of  scholars, 
which  are  like  fine  pieces  of  machinery,  and  are  governed  with  ease  by 
women  who  have  the  faculty  of  organization  and  the  talent  of  command 
in  a  high  degree,  united  to  their  sex's  delicate  perception  and  quick  com- 
prehension of  character.  Women  like  these  are  able,  if  need  be.  to  organ- 
ize and  command  regiments  or  govern  states.  I  would  that  the  talkers 
who  "rave,  recite,  and  madden  round  the  land,"  scolding  because  they 
say  they  are  unappreciated,  and  cannot  find  fitting  labois,  could  look  at 
these  ''f/ocrs,"  whose  well  regulated  minds  and  well  balanced  temjjers 
find  their  proper  fields  in  the  school-room,  the  home,  the  church,  the 
Sunday  school,  and  among  the  poor  as  angels  of  mercy;  without  whose 
assistance  our  great  American  public  school  system  would  inevitably 
break  down;  whose  repressive  control  is  greatej-  than  that  of  the  police- 
man or  the  magistrate;  whose  influence  for  good  is  ('(jual  to  that  of  the 
clei-gynian;  whose  jtower  and  jtrecept  and  example  is  not  confined  to  the 
schoolro(tni  oi-  the  school  hours,  but  goes  home  with  the  scliolar  and 
lightens  and  gladdens  many  a  household.  Is  woiiian's  field  limited  or 
her  energies  cramped,  when  whole  generations  grow  up  and  take  shape 
and  form,  and  are  molde«l  under  her  despotic  but  gentle  lule?  Who  can 
tell  how  many  an  adnll  has  been  softened,  improved,  and  bettered  at 
home  by  the  school  children's  evening  hour,  to  me  one  of  the  pleasantest 
of  home  sights?  when  the  scholars  gather  with  their  books  around  the 
evening  lamp,  ju-eparing  their  lessons  for  the  morrow;  when  in  the  brief 
audible  hour  of  st udy  t  he  pleased  pai'cnls  listen,  and  s(unel imes  assist  and 
puzzle  ovei-  the  physical  features  of  Siberia,  the  cours«'  of  the  .\moor.  or 
whether  the  active  participle  when  predicated  constitutes  with  the  coupla 
the  progressive  form  of  the  verb,  or  whether  eighteen  lazy  men  can  do 
as  mucii  work  in  one  day  as  one  activ**  man  can  do  in  eighteen  days. 
(V)mpare  such  a  winter's  evening  witli  ihe  picture  of  the  old  Koman'M 
winter  fiieside.  a<  paini-d  l'\  Maiaiila\  : 
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•'When  in  the  nights  of  winter,  when  the  cold  north  winds  lih>w. 
And  the  long  howling  of  the  wolves  is  heard  amidst  the  snow; 
When  round  the  lonely  cottage  roars  loud  the  tempest's  din. 
And  the  good  boys  of  Algedus  roar  louder  yet  within; 
AVhen  the  oldest  cask  is  opened,  and  the  largest  lamp  is  lit; 
When  the  chestnut  glows  in  the  em))ers.  and  the  kid  turns  on  the  spit; 
When  the  good  man  mends  his  armor,  and  trims  his  helmet's  plitme; 
When  the  good  wife's  shuttle  merrily  goes  flashing  through  the  loom; 
W'hen  old  and  young  in  circle  around  the  fire-brands  close. 
And  the  girls  are  weaving  baskets  and  the  boys  are  sharpening  bows.'' 

The  progress  of  the  Detroit  public  schools  may  be  traced  in  the  archi- 
tecture of  their  school  buildings.  The  old  Fort  street  building  in  the 
Fourth  ward  was  a  specimen  of  the  primitive  order  of  architecture,  and 
was  standing  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Board.  I  remember 
it  well,  when  it  stood  by  itself  away  out  on  the  '^commons/'  remote  from 
any  other  building,  and,  in  time  of  spring  thaws,  nearly  surrounded  by 
water,  on  which  we  boys  used  to  disport  ourselves  with  temporary  rafts. 
The  Abbott  street  building,  still  occupied,  in  the  First  ward^  marked  an- 
other step  in  our  progress.  It  was  erected  in  1846,  under  the  supervision 
of  Hon.  Henry  Ledyard,  as  chairman  of  the  building  committee;  cost, 
|1,233;  was  the  first  substantial  building  owned  by  the  Board,  and  was 
regarded  by  its  builders  with  pride  and  complacency.  At  this  date  all 
the  school  property  of  the  Board  was  insured  for  |2,200.  The  old  '*Bar- 
stow,"  when  as  yet  it  was  wingless,  marked  yet  another  period,  and 
divided  with  its  rival,  the  "Capitol  Union,"  the  attention  and  pride  of 
our  citizens;  and  when  they  put  wings  and  a  portico  to  the  Barstow,  and 
yet  more,  when  they  proudly  reared  the  Eighth  ward  building,  then,  peer- 
less amongst  its  fellows,  and  enjoying  the  unrivaled  dignity  of  being 
heated  by  a  furnace,  the  Board  thought  they  had  reached  the  summit  of 
perfection  as  school  builders,  and  with  honest  exultation  they  had  its 
likeness  engraved  and  appended  to  their  annual  report.  And  now  we, 
like  our  predecessors,  think  we  have  earned  the  thanks  and  admiration 
of  posterity  with  our  "Bishop,"  and  "Cass,"  and  "Duffield,"  and  "Ninth 
Ward,"  and  new  "Barstow."  and  "Washington"  schools;  and  that  future 
inspectors  can  but  repeat  and  copy  our  achievements,  while  they  admire 
our  skill  and  enterprise.  Perhaps,  thirty  years  hence,  some  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Imperial  City  of  the  Straits,  as  they  plan  new  school 
houses  on  the  banks  of  the  Eouge,  or  Connor's  Creek,  may  look  upon  these 
edifices  of  ours  with  the  same  pitying  complacency  with  which  we  regard 
the  old  "Abbott  Street"  of  1844.  and  wonder  if  those  old  fogies  of  '71 
couldn't  do  any  better  than  that. 

We  have  thus  traced  the  history  of  the  Detroit  public  schools  from 
their  modest  beginning  in  1842,  through  many  struggles  and  embarrass- 
ments, amidst  frequent  and  strong  opposition,  but  always  steadily  ad- 
vancing in  their  path  of  progress,  until  a  period  so  recent  as  to  be  within 
the  knowledge  of  all  who  have  any  interest  in  the  subject.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  contrast  the  six  primary  and  middle  schools  of  the  first  period, 
in  old  buildings,  rented  at  an  average  of  |40  a  year  each,  with  their 
twelve  teachers,  all  told,  whose  salaries  amounted  in  all  to  |3,4.56,  with 
our  present  establishment,  numbering  156  teachers,  whose  salaries 
amount  to  |70,000,  and  who  give  instruction  in  23  spacious  and  conven- 
ient buildings,  costing,  with  their  lots,  |4.3.3,000.  It  would,  perhaps,  be 
equally  instructive  could  we  compare  the  qualifications  of  our  present 
teachers  and  the  quality  of  their  instruction  with  their  predecessors  of 
30  years  since.     But  it  is  a  prouder  reflection  to  think  of  the  thousands  of 
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chihlron  who  these  schools  Iiave  trained  up  into  honest,  intelligent,  and 
valiuildc  uienihei-s  of  society,  and  who  now.  actively  participating  in  our 
home  government,  and  loving  the  system  which  has  made  them  what 
ilu'v  arc,  have  plac«'d  it  upon  a  tirm  and  enduring  foundation,  and  con- 
stantly give  it  a  zealous  and  rtfcctionate  suppcut.  The  i>n]>lic  schools  of 
Detroit,  which  painfully  struggled  into  existence  and  hardly  attracted 
notice  in  1841.  are,  in  1871.  the  bright  jewels  of  our  city,  of  which  every 
public-spirited  citizen  speaks  with  pride,  which  he  fears  not  to  compare 
with  those  of  any  city  in  the  land,  and  which,  while  they  are  studied, 
praised,  and  imitated  by  our  sister  cities,  have  commanded  the  admira- 
tion of  thoughtful  and  intelligent  visitors  from  beyond  the  sea.  Their 
value  to  the  community  and  the  result  of  their  good  work  cannot  be  com- 
puted in  money.  Their  cost,  however,  can  be  determined,  and  those  few 
of  our  citizens  who  object  to  this  may  be  surprised  to  know  that  the  total 
cost  of  our  school  buildings  is  about  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent  on  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  city  of  which  they  are  the  ornament  and  pride. 
Viewed  in  this  light  alone,  and  comj)ared  with  other  objects  of  taxation 
how  insignificant  does  this  sum  appear! 

About  two  miles  below  our  city,  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  river 
which  gives  us  our  name,  formidable  with  fosse,  and  escarpment,  and 
ravelin,  and  bastion,  and  all  the  resources  of  military  engineering,  stands 
a  fort  which  never  has  bei-n  and  never  can  be  of  the  slightest  use,  and 
which  reijuires  for  its  garrison  and  its  jireservatiou  from  decay  a  large 
annual  ex|»enditure. 

Standing  on  its  eastern  bastion  not  long  since.  I  comi»ared  the  benefit 
and  us('fulness  of  this  work,  costing  over  |T()(»,(H)(),  with  the  incalculable 
benefit  of  the  buildings,  costing  little  more  than  half  as  much,  scattered 
in  my  view  throughout  the  stately  city  which  sti('t<hed  in  beauty  on  the 
bend  of  the  river  above,  and  whose  bells.  sumnn)ning  thousands  of  chil- 
dren to  their  studies,  were  faintly  sounding  in  my  ears,  and  the  words  of 
the  poet  lecnired  to  my  memoiy: 

Wciv  lialf  till'  ixMvtT   which  lills  i  he  wmlil   with  tciTMr. 
Were  half  Ihe   wcaltli   lu'stowcd  on  camps  ami  c<»\n-is. 
(;iven  to  ro<l«'Piii   thc^  luniiaii  miiid   from  error, 
There  were  no  need  of  ar-<cn:ils  or  forts!" 


E.Mii.v  iiisroKV  Of   iiii:  KAriisT  cm  u<ii   in  .mi<iii<;.\n. 

PRKPARED  TiV  THK  RKV.  SIPPI>V  •tlASIC.  OI-^  DETROIT.  M.\R<H.  1S76. 

A  file  of  the  minutes  of  the  Michigan  Associaiion.  from  ls;',«;  to  the 
time  when  the  Wayne  Association  was  formed  from  the  western  jtortion 
of  its  territory,  has  recently  fallen  under  my  ins|tection.  T  find  here 
several  items  df  general  or  lo<al  interest.  (lifVicnlt  to  obtain. 

The  minutes  of  is:{(;"give  the  date  of  the  const  ilnlion  of  all  i  lie  rhnnhes 
represented  at   that  session.      It    will   be  remembered   thai   at    i  he  semi 
Centennial  of  the  church  of  ronliac.  it  was  dillicult,  even  then,  to  settle 
the  (piestion  as  to  the  time  of  its  constitution,  so  .soon  does  knowledge  of 
events  pass  away  with  the  actors. 

It  is  with  Ihe  liope  (»f  rescuing  some  of  these  from  oblivicui  tliat  I  write. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rhiirches.  and  date  of  their  c(»nst  it  ntion : 
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Name.  When  Conistituted. 

Pontiac 1822 

Stony  Creek 1822 

Troy 1825 

Farmington 1825 

Detroit 1827 

Plymouth 1830 

Aubur  n 1832 

Redford 1832 

Ray No  intell. 

Salem " 

Oakland 1833 

Bloomfield No  intell. 


Name.  When  Constituted. 

Royal  Oak No  intell. 

Grand  Blanc " 

North  ville 1834 

Mt.  Clemens 1835 

China 1835 

Walled  Lake 1835 

Highland '. . .     1835 

Brownstown No  intell. 

Ecorse " 

Nankin 1835 

Mendon 1834 

Mt.  Pleasant 1836 


These  comprehended  all  the  churches  in  the  Association.  This  session 
(1836)  was  held  with  the  Church  of  Auburn  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber, a  few  days  after  the  formation  of  the  Michigan  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention, at  Detroit,  September  10th,  1836. 

*The  next  session  (1837)  was  held  with  the  church  at  Stony  Creek  (now 
Rochester),  at  which  the  churches  of  Shiawassee,  Independence,  Bristol^ 
Flint  Eiver,  Hartland,  Oxford,  and  Argentine  applied  for  admission, 
showing  the  rapidity  of  settlement  and  the  promptness  with  which 
churches  were  formed  by  the  settlers  who  professed  the  Baptist  faith. 

Another  fact  of  interest  to  many  will  be  a  record  of  the  pastors  of  the 
churches  forty  years  ago.     The  names  are  as  follows: 

Pontiac— Rev.  John'  Booth. 

Stony  Creek— E.   H.   Benedict. 

Troy— S.  Goodman. 

Farmington— N.  Lamb,  C.  A.  Lamb. 

Detroit— R.  Turnbull. 

Redford— A.  Lamb. 

Northville— N.   Noyes. 

Mt.  Clemens— S.  Chase. 

China— T.  Z.  R.  Jones. 

Mendon— A.   Dennison. 


The  above  are  all  whose  names  appear  on  the  Minutes  of  1836. 

Of  these.  Revs.  Booth,  Benedict,  Goodman,  N.  Lamb,  A.  Lamb,  Noyes 
and  Dennison  have  passed  away.  Of  those  who  survive,  Rev.  C.  A,  Lamb 
now  resides  in  the  city  of  Ypsilanti;  Rev.  R.  Turnbull^  after  two  years- 
pastorate  in  Detroit,  returned  east  and  at  present  resides  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Rev.  T.  Z.  R.  Jones  for  many  years  has  been  a  resident  of 
Kalamazoo,  where  he  has  done  much  good  service  for  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion as  well  as  in  the  ministry. 

Rev.  S.  Chase  for  the  past  twenty-one  years  has  been  a  resident  of 
Detroit,  and  for  thirteen  years  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  church. 

Rev.  Elijah  Weaver  became  pastor  of  the  church  of  Walled  Lake  in  the 
fall  of  1836,  after  the  meeting  of  the  Association.  Deceased  at  Bellevue^ 
Eaton  county,  1874, 

At  this  time  an  Association  known  as  the  Lagrange,  existed  in  the 
Southwestern  part  of  the  State,  organized  about  1834  or  '35,  growing  out 
of  the  immigration  into  that  part  of  the  State.  This  existed  but  a  few 
years,  when  the  name  was  lost  by  its  division  into  the  St.  Joseph  and 
Kalamazoo  River  Associations,  but  in  what  year  I  have  not  the  data  at 
hand  to  determine. 

♦Of  the  churches  composing  the  Association  in  1837,  the  churches  of  Auburn,  Ray, 
Bloomsfield,  China,  Brownstown  and  Ecorse,  Nankin,  Mendon,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Shiawassee, 
Independence,  Flint  River,  and  Argentine  have  ceased  to  exist. 
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About  the  samo  time  (18^15)  tlie  churclu's  orjianizt'd  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  State,  inehuled  in  the  counties  of  Moni-of.  Washtenaw,  Lena- 
wee, llillsdah'.  and  .laekson,  were  associated  undci  the  name  of  the  Kiver 
Raisin  Association.  These  three  bodies  comprehended  all  the  associated 
churches  then  existing  in  the  State. 

The  ministry  of  the  Michij^an  Association,  as  also  that  of  the  contem- 
porary bodies,  was  an  eminently  self-sacrihcin<;  one,  distinj^uished  not  so 
much  for  literary  polish  as  for  jjlain  common  sense,  indomitable  energy, 
perseverance,  and  devotion  to  their  work.  Their  record  is  worthy  of 
preservation. 

Another  fact  worthy  of  notice,  as  one  of  interest,  in  this  brief  review, 
is  the  ratio  of  increase  by  baj)tlsm,  as  indirect  evidence  of  the  activity  and 
labors  of  the  infant  churches  and  the  ministry. 

Baptisms  rejmrted  as  follows:  1830,  12J);  1837,  173;  1838.  470;  1839. 
321;  1840,  358;  in  five  years  an  aggregate  of  1,451. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  great  jdeasure  to  look  through  these  records  of 
early  struggles  connected  with  the  settlement  of  the  wilderness,  of  laying 
the  foundations  of  our  institutions,  and  communing  with  the  spirits  of 
the  men  who  have  finished  their  earthly  course,  and  while  resting  from 
their  labors,  their  works  do  follow  them. 


THE   PORT   OF  DETROIT. 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  CUSTOM  HOUSE;  WITH  A  I.IST  OF  THE   COLLECTORS  AT 

THIS  PORT;  THE  RESULT  OF  RUMMAGING  AMONG  MUSTY 

OLD  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS. 

PREPARED  BY  SAMUEL  ZUG  FOR  THE  DETROIT  TRIBUNE  AND  PUBLISHED  IN 

THAT  PAPER  IN  1S64.  AND  RECENTLY  READ  BEFORE  THE  DETROIT 

PIONEER  SOCIETY,  WITH  ADDITIONS  TO  THIS  TIME.  APRIL,  1876. 

The  history  of  the  Detroit  Custom  House,  dating  back  some  sixty-five 
years,  and  reaching  a  period  when  all  this  section  of  country  was  nearly 
an  uninhabited  wilderness.  })resents  many  curious  points  of  interest  to 
those  interested  in  the  ''days  of  old."  and  progress  of  the  country.  The 
first  tarilV  under  the  juesent  constitution  was  passed  July  4th,  1780.  and 
was  mostly  a  tarilV  of  specific  rates,  but  comparatively  few  articles  were 
enumerated,  the  greater  number  being  admitted  free. 

The  first  act,  regulating  the  collection  of  duties  and  tonnage  on  vessels, 
was  passed  July  '-'A,  17S0,  covering  the  coast  from  New  Hampshire  to 
(Jeorgia,  excelling  the  colonies  of  Rhode  Island  and  North  Carolina,  they 
not  having  at  that  lime  ratified  the  constitution.  There  was  some  sju'cial 
legisbition  in  reference  to  those  two  until  in  February.  17!M).  the  collec- 
tion laws  were  extended  ovei'  Xoi'lli  (':M<i]iiia.  ;nid  in  .hine  of  the  same 
year  over  lvho<le  Islaiul. 

In  August,  1700,  the  collection  laws  were  made  much  m(ue  elTective  by 
the  passage  of  a  new  act,  and  in  .Marcji,  1701,  a  collection  district  was 
established  in  Vermf>nt.  and  a  collector  api»ointed  to  reside  in  .\llburgh. 

Ry  the  act  of  Jiuie  7,  1704.  an  additiomtl  duty  of  five  per  c<'nt  was  laid 
upoii  foreign  imjiorlations,  and  by  the  act  of  .March  7.  1700.  the  several 
c(dlecli(»n  districts  were  fully  defined.  ;ind  in  this  ;ict  notice  was  first 
taken  (»f  the  northern  and  western  frontier. 
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It  was  divided  up  as  follows:  The  district  of  Oswego  included  all  the 
coast  line  of  the  Genesee  River,  N.  Y.,  with  the  collector  at  Oswego;  the 
district  of  Niagara  included  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  west  of  the 
Genesee  River,  and  all  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  New  York  State,  the  col- 
ic ctor  residing  at  Niagara,  Buffalo  and  Dunkirk  not  being  then  ports  of 
entry;  the  district  of  Presque  Isle  included  all  the  Pennsylvania  shore 
of  Lake  Erie;  the  district  of  Erie  included  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  from 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  to  the  River  Miami,  with  the  collector  in  Sandusky, 
Cleveland  not  being  settled  then;  the  district  of  Detroit,  included  the 
coast  from  the  River  Miami  to  the  Island  of  Michilimackinac,  with  the 
collector  in  Detroit,  which  was  then  the  sole  port  of  entry;  the  district 
of  Michilimackinac  included  that  island  and  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior 
and  Michigan.  At  that  time,  the  salary  of  the  collector  was  fixed  at  |250 
per  annum  and  three  per  cent  on  the  amount  collected. 

In  June,  1799,  under  the  above  act,  Matthew  Ernest  was  appointed 
Collector  of  Detroit,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  addressed  as 
Collector  until  some  time  after. 

In  April,  1800,  James  Morrison,  the  Supervisor  of  Customs  for  the 
Northw^est,  residing  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  addressed  Mr.  Ernest  simply  as 
^'Inspector  of  Revenue,"  and  in  August  he  is  addressed  from  Washington 
simply  as  "M.  Ernest,  Esqr."  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
first  addresses  him  as  Collector  in  August,  1802,  and  in  his  letter  notifies 
him  that  he  has  drawn  on  him  for  over  |7,000.00,  showing  that  the  im- 
portations at  that  early  day  must  have  been  large,  considering  the  com- 
paratively low  rates  of  duties.  Mail  communications  were  somewhat 
irregular  in  that  day.  On  April  13,  1800,  Mr.  Morrison,  the  Supervisor 
of  Customs,  writes:  "I  am  informed  by  McNeil,  your  express,  that  the 
commanding  ofiicer  at  Detroit  sends  an  express  monthly  to  Fort  Wash- 
ington; this  will  greatly  facilitate  our  communication."  On  April  30th 
Mr.  Morrison  again  writes:  '*I  have  detained  your  express  a  few  days 
that  I  may  send  you  further  instructions;"  and  then  excuses  the  deten- 
tion by  saying,  "the  horses  stood  in  need  of  rest  and  I  am  yet  in  hopes 
that  they  will  reach  Detroit  before  vessels  arrive." 

No  definite  information  can  be  found  as  to  the  length  of  time  required 
to  transmit  letters  from  Washington  to  Detroit,  but  a  letter  dated  Dec. 
10th,  1801,  was  answered  July  7th,  1802. 

On  October  1st,  1802,  a  regular  mail  between  Washington  and  Detroit 
was  instituted  by  Secretary  Gallatin,  but  its  frequency  is  not  stated.  In 
August,  1802.  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Collector  was 
reported  at  |11,290.00,  and  in  1803  blank  registers  were  sent  to  Detroit 
for  the  use  of  vessels,  containing  secret  marks  to  distinguish  them  from 
counterfeit  ones.  In  September.  1804.  Secretary  Gallatin  notifies  the 
Collector  that  he  has  drawn  on  him  for  |8,000.00,  in  favor  of  Caleb  Swan, 
Paymaster  IT.  S.  A.  For  the  next  five  years  there  are  no  records  to 
show  who  was  Collector,  nor  the  extent  of  the  business  of  the  office. 

A  letter  of  March  30th.  1810,  states  that  Reuben  Atwater  was  the 
Collector  at  that  time,  and  from  subsequent  letters  it  appears  that  he 
was  dilatory  in  rendering  his  accounts,  and  thus  drew  upon  himself  the 
displeasure  of  the  Department,  who  threatened  "that  unless  a  satisfac- 
tory apology  should  be  made,  he  should  be  prosecuted  by  a  fine."  Mail 
facilities  seem  to  have  improved,  as  a  letter  dated  "Washington,  March 
15th,  1811."  was  marked  as  having  been  received  on  the  24th  of  April. 
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Mr.  Atwatt'r  iniibahlv  made  a  .^atisfacttnv  fxplanatiou.  as  he  retained 
bis  office,  and  <in  the  loth  of  .June,  1812,  received  a  h*tter  I'runi  Secietaiy 
Gallatin  notifying  liiin  "thai  John  Jacob  Astof  was  intending,'  to  bring 
into  the  railed  Siilies  a  (luaniity  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  Indian 
goods,  then  at  St.  Joseph.'' 

Ouv  relations  with  (ireat  Britain  at  that  time  being  far  from  amicable, 
the  President  deemed  it  imiK»rtant  that  these  arms,  etc.,  should  not  fall 
in  the  jtower  of  tlie  Indians,  nor  remain  in  British  territory;  the  collector 
was  accordingly  instructed,  if  the  importation  should  be  made,  "to  de- 
posit them  with  (Jovcinor  Hull  or  tlie  rouniianding  ollicei". — the  War 
Department  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  amount." 

On  July  13,  1814,  A\'illiam  W'oodbiidge  was  aj)pointed  collector  of  the 
district, — a  post  which  he  held  until  July  14,  1828.  There  are  no  records 
to  show  what  vessels  were  on  the  lakes,  or  owned  at  this  port  at  that 
time,  to  wit,  1814,  but  in  1810  and  1817  it  appears  that  the  schooners 
Fair  American  and  Friendshijr were  on  the  lakes.  In  1810.  Austin  E. 
Wing  was  ajipoinled  de]»uty  collector  at  this  jjoit.  On  May  31st.  1817. 
W.  II.  Crawford.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ludities  the  collector  that 
I*resident  Monroe  will  pass  through  this  distiict  on  his  tour  in  the  North- 
west, and  may  re(|uire  water  conveyance,  and  re(|uests  him  to  afl<»rd  him 
every  facility  which  the  revenue  boat  will  permit. 

From  this  it  would  be  inferred  that  there  was  at  that  early  day  a 
revenue  cutter  connected  with  this  jtort.  But  Captain  I.  W.  Keith,  who 
was  born  here  in  1818,  says  that  his  father.  Capt.  Wm.  Keith,  was  master 
of  the  first  cutter  on  the  lake,  lie  also  says  that  in  182(1,  his  father  was 
in  the  merchant  service,  and  tliinks  it  was  after  this  that  he  sailed  the 
cutter.  He  remembers  heaiing  his  father  sj»eak  of  two  cutters, — the 
Tiger  and  the  Porcujjine, — and  that  they  were  under  100  tons.  Mr. 
Edward  Trumbull  says  he  was  an  ins])ector  of  customs  in  1820-7-8,  when 
his  uncle,  Governor  Woodbridge,  was  collector.  And  that  there  was  at 
that  time  a  cutter  at  this  jiort,  and  that  Captain  Keith  was  master  of 
her,  and  that  Captain  John  Fleeharty  was  also  on  the  cutter,  but  dctes 
not  remem])er  in  what  capacity,  nor  in  which  of  those  years.  Cajttain  I. 
W\  Keith  thinks  Fleehai-ty  was  an  officer  under  his  father.  This  is  all 
I  can  learn  about  this  matter,  and  will  leave  it  for  others  to  decide  ;is  to 
the  time  the  first  cutter  was  connected  with  this  i)ort. 

On  Ajtril  25,  1818,  tlie  books  contain  notice  of  a  bond  given  by 
Shubael  T'onant.  for  duties  on  goods  ini])orted  from  New  Yoi-k  via 
Canada. 

The  mails  at  this  time  were  far  moie  frcfuieut,  only  two  or  three 
weeks  beiug  c(nisumed  between  Detroit  and  \Viishington. 

Commencing  with  1818,  the  custom  house  books  c(uitain  complete 
records  of  vessels  licensed  at  this  jiort,  and  among  others  the  following 
names  appear  as  owners:  Abraham  Edwards.  Henry  I.  Ihint,  G.  B.  & 
B.  F.  Larned,  Eldred  &  Cook,  and  David  C.  McKinstry.  For  the  year 
1810  the  f<dlowiiig  additional  names  nppeai-:  Samuel  Ward,  Nathaniel 
Champ,  Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  and  Edward  I'.i-ooks.  In  1820  21-22  the  follow 
ing  iulditional  names  ap|»e;ir:  Stephen  .Mack,  Chiistian  Clemens.  Thomas 
and  .lolin  I'almei'.  .Ittlin  S.  |{oby,  Shadrack  and  Reynolds  (Jillet.  Peiijaniin 
Woodworth.  and  DeCijiinio  .lones.  About  this  time  Angus  Mcintosh 
built  on  the  spot  where  Walker's  distilieiy  imw  stands  in  C.in.id;!  ;i 
three  masted.  s<|uare  rigge«l,  bar<|Ue  shape(l  vess<'l  called  llie  Duke  of 
Wellington,  of  1.'',2  tons,  which  was  at  that  time  the  wonder  and  admira- 
tion of  the  lakes.      In  fad.  pi-evious  to  ls:{0  the  sailing  vessels  lielonging 
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to  this  port  were  small  sloops  and  schooners  rarely  reaching  100  tons 
and  generally  under  60.  These  were  mostly  built  at  Huron,  Ohio,  and  in 
Buffalo,  the  late  Oliver  Newberry  especially  patronizing  the  former 
place.  In  nothing  is  the  rapid  grow'th  of  our  commerce  and  wealth 
of  our  city  more  clearly  exhibited  than  in  the  increase  in  the  number 
and  capacity  of  the  vessels  owned  at  this  port.  The  Salem  packet  of 
1818,  27  tons  burthen,  the  St.  Clair  of  28  tons,  built  in  1824,  the 
Albatross.  20  tons,  and  Marshall  Ney.  93  tons,  built  in  1830.  the  Elizabeth 
Ward,  05  tons,  and  Gen.  Harrison,  115  tons,  built  in  1833,  all  the  property 
of  Samuel  Ward  of  St.  Clair,  have  given  place  to  the  splendid  line  of 
steamers  that  we  all  remember,  owned  by  Samuel  and  E.  B.  Ward  of 
this  city  during  1850-60. 

Every  one  w^ho  knows  anything  of  the  history  of  our  lake  marine,  has 
heard  of  the  famous  "fleet''  of  Oliver  Newberry,  who  was  know^n  as  the 
"Admiral  of  the  lakes."  For  the  benefit  of  the  present  generation,  we 
append  the  following  list  of  vessels  composing  this  fleet,  with  their 
tonnage:  The  Pilot,  54  tons,  built  at  St.  Clair,  in  1825;  LaGrange,  101 
tons,  at  Mt.  Clemens,  in  1826;  Napoleon,  107  tons,  at  Detroit,  in  1828; 
Savage,  30  tons,  at  St.  Clair,  in  1828;  Marengo,  104  tons,  built  at  Huron, 
Ohio  in  1831;  Prince  Eugene,  104  tons,  at  Huron,  Ohio,  in  1832;  Auster- 
litz,  134  tons,  at  Huron,  Ohio,  in  1832;  Lodi,  64  tons,  at  Huron,  Ohio,  in 
1834;  Jena,  55  tons,  at  Detroit,  in  1834;  all  these  were  schooners.  These 
were  commanded  b}'  such  veteran  sailors  as  Chesley  Blake,  Mason 
Dingley,  John  Stewart,  Harry  Whittaker,  Gus.  McKinstry,  Amos  B. 
Hinckley,  Levi  Allen,  and  Ben.  Miller. 

The  first  steamer  enrolled  as  belonging  to  this  port  was  the  Argo,  and 
she  was  called  a  steam  sloop.  She  was  Ijuilt  in  1830  in  Detroit,  and  was 
oW'Ued  and  commanded  by  John  Burtis.  She  w'as  42  feet  long,  9  broad, 
and  2^  deep.  Her  capacity  was  nine  tons.  She  was  used  as  a  ferry, 
and  occasionally  ran  up  the  Kiver  Rouge  to  Dearborn. 

The  next  steamer  was  the  Gen.  Gratiot,  built  at  Black  River,  Ohio,  in 
1831.  She  was  45  tons  burthen  and  was  licensed  here  in  June  of  that 
year,  owned  hj  Francis  F.  Browning,  and  commanded  by  Arthur 
Edw^ards.  Then  came  the  Gen.  Brady,  65  tons,  built  at  Detroit  in  1832, 
owred  by  a  number  of  the  then  principal  business  men;  and  the  Andrew 
Jackson,  49  tons,  built  at  Mt.  Clemens  in  1832,  by  Gray  and  Gallagher. 
During  the  years  1833  and  1834  a  number  of  steamers  were  built,  of  which 
the  following  are  the  names  and  tonnage:  Lady  of  the  Lake,  26  tons, 
built  at  Mt.  Clemens;  Major  Jack  Downing,  54  tons,  also  built  at  Mt. 
Clemens;  Oliver  Newberry,  170  tons,  built  at  St.  Clair;  Uncle  Sam, 
220  tons,  built  at  Grosse  Isle;  Michigan,  470  tons,  built  at  Detroit;  De- 
troit, 137  tons,  also  built  at  Detroit;  Delaware,  178  tons,  built  at  Huron, 
Ohio;  Monroe,  349  tons,  built  at  Monroe.  Those  enrolled  after  this 
gradually  increased  in  size,  and  the  date  of  their  building  becomes  so 
recent  that  their  history  "doth  not  outstrip  the  memory"  of  this  genera- 
tion. 

On  July  14th,  1838,  Truman  Beecher  was  appointed  collector  of  this 
port,  but  held  the  office  only  one  year,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Mack,  in  April,  1838.  John  McDonald  supplanted  Mr.  Mack,  retaining 
the  office  until  March,  1841,  when  Edward  Brooks  succeeded  him.  In 
June,  1845,  Charles  G.  Hammond  received  the  appointment,  holding  the 
office  until  September,  1849,  when  O.  M.  Hyde  was  appointed.  He  was 
succeeded  by  John  H.  Harmon,  in  April,  1853,  and  he  in  April.  1857,  by 
Michael  Shoemaker.  In  November,  1859,  he  was  supplanted  by  Robert 
60 
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W.  Davis,  who  in  Aitril.  ISGl,  gave  place  to  Xelson  O.  Isbell.  He  held 
the  office  till  August  1st.  ISOO,  wlwni  Col.  Henry  A.  Morrow  received  the 
ajniointnient.  hut  held  it  only  till  about  March,  1S<;7.  when  he  resigned, 
and  Mr.  Isbell  was  reapjtointed.  This  is  the  only  instance  wherein  any 
>\eie  reappointed,  and  that  too,  by  a  President  ditTering  in  polities  from 
his  appointee;  it  being  but  a  proper  acknowledgment  of  an  error  in  re- 
moving Mr.  Isbell  to  make  a  place  for  Mr.  Morrow,  also  an  endorsement 
of  the  most  faithful  administration  of  the  atlairs  of  the  office,  and  of  the 
high  regard  and  estimation  entertained  for  him  by  the  President,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  customs  department.  Mr.  Isbell  was  jiermitted 
to  hold  the  ofhce  tiil  March.  ISOO,  when  George  Jerome  received  the 
appointment,  and  he  held  it  till  March  1st.  1875,  when  the  present  in- 
cumbent, Digby  V.  Bell,  was  appointed. 

I  append  to  the  above  the  account  rendered  by  Rueben  Atwater,  who 
was  Secretary  of  the  Territory  as  well  as  collector.  The  salary  for  the 
first  otlice  was  ^1.000  i)er  annum,  while  that  of  the  latter  was.  as  appears 
by  lliis  account  ^250,  and  3  jter  cent  on  the  disbursements.  He  reports 
^47.1)8  duties  collected  from  l*8th  May  (the  time  of  tiling  his  bond)  to  the 
close  of  the  (juarter,  June  30th,  1808,  and  |130.40  expenses  paid  for 
salaries  of  inspectors,  rents,  revenue  boat,  and  other  contingencies. 

I  copy  "A  statement"  of  salary,  fees,  and  disbursements,  also  of  actual  ' 
expenditures  by  the  same  officer,  during  the  year  1810.  He  charges  him- 
self with  amounts  received,  to  wit:  Salary,  .$250;  fees,  $350.50;  commis- 
sion, $46.05.  The  expenditures  for  the  same  time  were:  stationery,  f6: 
rent,  $30.  This  amount  is  swoi-n  to  before  Richard  Smyth.  Justice  of 
the  I'eace. 

For  the  sake  of  a  comparison.  I  add  the  amouni  of  free  goods  imported 
into  the  port  of  Detroit  for  the  quarter  ending  December  31st,  1875, 
$250,077;  and  dutiable  goods,  $440,803;  on  which  duties  were  collected 
$114,599.58.  It  must  be  remembered  that  this  port  reaches  only  from 
the  State  line  below  Monroe  to  the  head  of  Lake  St.  Clair.  Above  this  is 
the  j>ort  of  Port  Huron,  where  also  a  very  large  amount  is  collected,  that 
being  the  hcadcjuarters  of  the  district  of  Huttm  for  imports  bv  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway. 

LIFE   AND  TIMKS   OF   REV.  .lO.SEPH    HICKOX. 
BY  REV.   E.   IT.   PILCHER.  D.   D. 

KK.\I)  MKKDiiK  TIIK  OKTIfUT  I'lOVKKU  SOMKTV.  M.\UCH   Klrii     |h7;v 

Joseph  Hiokox.  llic  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born  near  Hartford. 
Conn«»clicut,  .\ugnst  20lh,  17ss.  His  surroundings  were  favoi-able  for 
a  sound  mental  training,  and  foi-  an  orlliodo.x  religious  education.  His 
parents  were  of  the  standing  order,  that  is  Congregationalisls  of  the  old 
school,  and  he  was  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  doctrines  of  grace  as  held 
by  that  order,  to  wit:  the  doctrines  of  Calvinism.  It  is  not  our  inten 
tion  in  this  i)ap<'r  to  express  any  opinion  in  i-egard  to  thos(>  sciitinnrnts. 
but  sim|)ly  to  stale  the  fact. 

Nothing  had  occui'red  to  disturb  this  community  on  doctrinal  subjects 
until  eur  subject  had  attained  the  impressible  age  of  tifteeii  years.  .\t 
this  time,  gi-eatly  to  the  chargin  of  the  orthodox  believers,  ami  his  pious 
parents  among  the  rest,  who  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  educate  their 
son  in  the  faith  and  exteriuils  of  religion,  a  Methodist  itinerant  preacher 
^•ame  into  ilic  phice  and  commenced  to  preach.     His  mother  at  first  was 


REPORTS    OP^     COUNTIES,     ETC.  473 

very  unwilling  for  Joseph  to  go  to  hear  him,  lest  his  faith  should  be 
corrupted.  But  he  did  go  and  so  did  she.  They  had  heard  of  the  Metho- 
dists, and  had  formed  no  very  favorable  opinion  of  them,  or  of  their 
doctrines.  It  was  a  new  and  strange  thing  to  them  to  see  a  man  stand  up 
and  preach  without  any  manuscript,  and  his  doctrines,  too,  were  so  new 
and  strange  to  them, — that  Christ  had  died  for  all  men,  and  that  all 
might  be  saved  if  they  would,  and  that  if  they  failed  it  was  their  own 
fault,  and  not  because  of  any  decree  of  the  Almighty.  His  words  of 
eloquence  fairly  electrified  the  people.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
a  thrilling  sensation  was  produced  and  that  a  great  religious  excitement 
followed.  Even  the  mother  who  was  afraid  her  son  would  be  injured  by 
hearing  the  Methodist  preacher,  herself  became  identified  with  the  new 
movement.  The  son  Joseph  in  a  short  time  united  with  the  new  society 
and  was  advanced  to  class-leader,  exhorter,  local  preacher,  and  finally 
to  the  itinerancy;  uniting  with  the  Genesee  conference,  which  embraced 
all  of  western  and  central  New^  York,  Upper  Canada,  and  Michigan, 
in  1812.  When  he  had  been  three  years  in  the  ministrj^  he  was  sent  as 
a  missionary  to  Detroit;  this  was  in  June,  1815,  at  the  conclusion  of 
peace, — the  termination  of  the  war  with  England.  He  was  sent  as  a 
missionary  without  any  missionary  society  to  fall  back  on  for  a  support. 
He  was  young,  active,  and  courageous,  and  entered  on  his  isolated 
field,  with  a  determination  to  cultivate  it  to  the  best  advantage,  and  to 
brave  all  its  difficulties.  This  seemed  like  exclusion  from  the  world,  as 
the  difficulties  were  so  great  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  pass  to 
and  from  Detroit.  Having  been  assigned  to  this  distant  field,  at  the  con- 
ference in  June,  1815,  he  had  to  find  some  way  to  reach  it,  which  was  no 
easy  matter.  But  we  will  let  him  tell  his  own  story  in  a  communication 
which  we  received  from  him  on  that  subject. 

He  proceeded  to  Buffalo  at  once  with  the  expectation  of  finding  some 
opportunity  of  getting  to  Detroit  by  water.  He  says,  "After  waiting  two 
weeks  at  Buffalo  for  a  vessel  to  take  me  up  the  lake,  without  avail,  I 
crossed  over  to  Canada,  mounted  my  horse  and  commenced  a  tedious  and 
dangerous  journey,  through  the  forests,  swamps,  and  savages.  About 
half-way  I  stopped  with  a  friend  who  constrained  me  to  stop  over  the 
Sabbath  with  him,  and  allow  an  oppointment  for  preaching  to  be  cir- 
culated. On  Sunday  morning,  however,  news  came  that  travelers  and 
emigrants  w^eve  collecting  some  thirty  miles  in  advance,  preparing  to 
move  in  a  body  through  a  deep  forest  forty  miles  wide,  and  infested  with 
hostile  Indians.  As  it  was  said  to  be  dangerous  to  pass  through  this 
forest  without  a  formidable  company,  and  as  such  companies  were  only 
occasionally  formed,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  push  on  that  day  and  join 
that  company  for  many  days'  journey.  It  was  the  most  trying  Sabbath 
day's  journey  I  ever  made.  Several  miles  from  the  settlements  I  fell  in 
with  two  or  three  thousand  Indians  painted  in  the  highest  style  of 
savage  life,  and  yelling  like  demons.  I  was  alone  and  knew  not  what  to 
expect.  But  they  offered  me  no  real  violence.  Towards  the  close  of 
the  day  I  seemed  to  have  passed  the  host  and  to  be  comparatively  free 
from  danger.  Alighting  from  my  horse  I  breathed  more  freely  than  I  had 
during  |he  day,  very  thankful  for  a  whole  skin.  In  the  midst  of  this 
reverie  of  thankfulness,  the  crack  of  a  rifle  near  by  suddenly  put  an  end 
to  my  congratulations  of  myself.  My  heart  beat  quickly,  and  my  hair 
rose  instantly  on  my  head  as  a  hilge  Indian  stepped  from  behind  a  tree, 
as  I  feared  to  my  peril.  Summoning  all  the  coolness  I  could,  I  asked:  Kill 
em?  'No,'  was  the  laconic  reply.  He  had  shot  at  game  and  had  not 
aimed  at  the  itinerant.    I  reached  the  company  in  safety. 
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"IV'iliajis  a  worse  load  than  we  traveled  the  next  day  was  never  passed 
over.  We  were  impeded  by  sU)n<;hs  throniili  which  a  liorse  eould  only 
pass  by  successive  lunjijes.  rendered  doubly  annoyiuj;  by  the  clouds  of 
Hies  and  mosquitoes  that  assailed  us.  About  midway  of  the  forest  a 
mournful  spectacle  presented  itself.  It  was  the  held  wliere  Holmes  over- 
t(n)k  (Jen.  I'roctor,  who  was  retreating;  from  Moravian  town  when  a  great 
slaughter  took  i)lace.  The  British  had  buried  their  dead  so  slightly  that 
the  wolves  had  dragged  tlie  bodies  from  the  loose  earth  that  had  been 
thrown  over  them.  There  lay  tlie  skeletons  strewn  over  the  ground. 
They  were  entire,  the  hair  yet  upon  the  head,  the  teeth  all  ]»erfeet,  denot- 
ing the  youth  and  health  of  the  slain. 

"The  first  day  after  having  ]»assed  this  heavy  forest  a  man  hailed  me, 
asking,  "Are  you  a  Methodist  preacher?'  'Yes."  I  replied.  'Well,  won't 
you  stop  witli  me?'  'Yes.  gladly,'  said  I.  'Won't  you  speak  for  us?' 
continued  he.  'Yes.  if  you  will  gather  a  congregation,'  said  I.  Lying 
down  to  rest  after  my  toilsome  journey  I  slept  soundly  till  he  awoke  me, 
saying  that  the  people  had  assembled.  Springing  up,  I  was  enabled  to 
preach  with  freedom  to  this  long  forsaken  people,  and  the  God  of  all 
grace  blessed  the  word  to  the  conversion  of  one  man  at  the  time.  lie  was 
the  head  of  a  family  and  lived  and  died  in  the  faith.  Much  encouraged 
by  this  incident  at  the  very  threshold  of  my  work.  I  began  the  task 
assigned  me  with  confidence  in  the  power  of  God  to  make  even  this 
wilderness  to  bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose." 

Through  such  perils  and  sufferings  did  Mr.  Hickox  proceed  until  he 
reached  Detroit,  where  he  was  kindly  received  by  Robert  Abbott  and  the 
few  members  of  the  church  who  had  remained  faithful  during  the  war. 
He  was  immediately  introduced  to  the  Governor,  Gen.  Cass,  who  at  once 
jdaced  the  council-house  at  his  disposal,  and  said  that  he  and  his  family 
would  be  constant  attendants,  which  ])romise  was  well  redeemed. 

General  Cass  had  succeeded  the  infamous  Gen.  Hull  as  Governor  of 
the  Territory.  The  memory  of  Hull's  inglorious  surrender  of  the  city  to 
the  British  was  yet  fresh,  as  it  had  occurred  only  three  years  before.  By 
the  way,  there  has  been  a  variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced Gen.  Hull  to  that  infamous  act.  It  was  my  good  fortune  a  few 
years  since  to  meet  with  a  lady,  the  widow  of  a  British  ollicer.  who  was 
a  young  lady  at  that  time,  belonging  to  the  family  whose  house  was 
made  the  head(|uarlers  of  Gen.  Brock,  and  the  family  were  permitted  to 
occupy  a  part  of  tlu'  house.  She  told  me  she  overheard  the  British  oHicers 
say,  in  speaking  of  the  surrender,  "that  British  gold  had  done  its  work." 
It  was  after  this  she  married  an  oflicer  in  the  British  army,  and  they 
always  said  it  was  not  cowardice,  for  they  regarded  Hull  as  a  brave  man. 
1  fuinish  this  item  and  the  reader  may  take  it  for  just  what  he  thinks 
it  is  worth.  Michigan  had  been  recovered  from  the  British,  and  though 
war  had  ceased,  the  des(dation  occasioned  by  it  had  not  passed  away. — 
the  effects  were  still  here.  It  is  perhajis  impossible  foi-  us  now  to  form 
any  ade(|uate  i<lea  of  things  in  and  about  Detroit  at  that  time. 

The  original  settlers,  after  the  savages,  wei-e  French,  and  they  were 
Roman  Catholics  in  religion.  The  few  Knglish  sjteaking  people,  coming 
in  at  a  later  period  wer«'  mostly  concentrated  at  Detroit,  or  its  immediate 
vicinity,  and  Monroe.  A  few.  as  the  Corhuses.  the  Thomases,  had  gone 
up  the  Ttouge  a  few  miles;  so  that  three  places  cotild  be  found  wlwre 
our  missionary  could  seek  to  preach,  viz.:  Detroit,  on  the  river  K(tng(>, 
ami  Monroe.  I'.ul  in  these  Ihi-ee  places  theie  were  but  f<'W  to  give  any 
heed  t(>  what  he  might  have  to  say.  to  entertain  him.  or  to  furnish  him 
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any  suppoit.  He  did  not  confine  his  labors  to  this  side  of  the  river, 
therefore,  but  crossed  over  into  Canada  and  even  extended  his  circuit 
to  the  Thames.  Indeed,  he  was  the  only  Protestant  minister  in  all  this 
region.  It  is  not  boasting  to  record  the  fact  that  no  other  Protestant 
denomination  had  ever  made  any  attempt  to  supply  the  gospel  to  this 
region  earlier  than  the  summer  of  1816. 

Mr.  Hickox  found  all  the  demoralizations  of  the  war  still  existing  when 
he  came  here.  Having  obtained  from  Gov.  Cass  permission  to  .occupy  the 
council-house  as  a  chapel  or  place  of  worship,  he  immediately  established 
preaching  once  in  three  weeks,  and  recognized  the  following  person  as  a 
church:  Robert  Abbott,  Betsey  Abbott,  his  wife,  William  McCarty,  Maria 
C.  McCarty,  his  wife,  William  Stacey,  Betsey  Sfacey,  his  wife,  and  Sarah 
Macomb.  These  same  seven  persons  had  been  organized  into  a  church 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1810  or  early  in  1811,  and  though  their 
numbers  had  been  increased  to  thirty  before  the  war  these  were  all  that 
now  could  be  found  to  claim  their  membership.  So  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  had  not  been  extinct  since  its  first  organization  in  Detroit 
as  above  stated,  for  Messrs.  Abbott  and  McCarty  had  maintained  religious 
services  and  kept  the  few  together. 

Robert  Abbott  was  a  man  of  great  firmness  and  decision  of  character. 
He  was  born  in  Detroit  in  1771,  the  first  American,  other  than  French. 
His  mother  was  the  first  English-speaking  woman  who  settled  in  Detroit. 
He  was  Auditor  General  of  the  Territory  for  a  long  term  of  years.  He 
was  the  first  person  who  ever  made  a  profession  of  experimental  religion 
in  Detroit,  so  far  as  is  now  known.  This  event  occurred  in  June,  1810. 
through  the  labors  of  Rev.  Wm.  Case,  who  had  been  appointed  to  Detroit 
in  June,  1800.  Mr.  Abbott  died  in  1853,  aged  82  years.  Wm.  McCarty 
was  a  combination  of  Irish  and  French  blood,  was  born  in  Grosse  Isle. 
Quick  and  lively  in  his  temperament,  but  always  maintained  a  consistent 
religious  life,  and  was  a  ready  and  fluent  speaker.  Their  wives  were 
sisters,  born  in  Philadelphia,  of  French  and  Irish  Catholic  parentage, 
but  true  to  the  faith  they  had  now  embraced.  Wm.  Stacey  and  wife 
resided  over  on  the  Rouge  about  five  miles  from  the  city,  and  were  very 
decided  in  their  religious  life.  Sarah  Macomb  was  a  very  decided  and 
faithful  Christian  and  good  woman.  They  are  all  dead.  These  seven 
persons  constituted  the  entire  Protestant  church  in  Michigan  when  Mr. 
Hickox  came  here  in  1815.  There  had  been  regular  Methodist  preaching 
in  the  city  of  Detroit  from  June  or  July,  1809.  till  it  was  interrupted  by 
the  war.  Indeed,  Rev.  Ninian  Holmes  was  here  when  war  was  declared. 
and  was  in  Detroit  on  the  day  of  Hull's  surrender,  and  baptized  a  child 
for  Wm.  ^fcCarty  on  the  morning  of  that  day.  During  the  three  years 
of  deprivation  of  ministerial  services,  these  seven  persons  maintained 
their  church  organization.  Wm.  McCarty  being  a  ready  speaker,  gener- 
ally conducted  their  services.  This  was  the  church  Mr.  Hickox  was  ap- 
pointed to  serve.  He,  however,  could  not  think  of  confining  his  labors 
to  the  three  places  in  Michigan,  so  he  crossed  over  the  river  and  bestowed 
labor  on  that  side.  Indeed,  no  Methodist  preacher  of  that  day  was 
satisfied  unless  he  could  preach  nearly  every  day  in  the  week,  and  twice 
or  thrice  on  the  Sabbnth,  so  he  took  in  all  the  country  he  could  visit 
once  in  three  weeks.  In  order  to  visit  Monroe,  he  had  to  travel  over 
an  almost  impassable  road,  and  return  the  same  May,  making  a  journey  of 
eighty  miles  to  preach  once  to  a  very  few  people. 

We  will  allow  him  to  speak  for  himself  as  to  what  he  found  to  be  the 
state  of  things  here.  He  says:  "At  that  time  the  work  placed  before 
the  missionary  was  such  as  to  appall  the  heart,  and  such  did  he  feel  to 
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be  bis  owu  inadeqiiacv  for  it,  tbat  notbing  sbort  of  bis  confidence  in  tbe 
power  and  abounding  grace  of  Uod  couhl  bave  enabled  bini  to  undertake 
it,  or  to  persevere  in  it.  Detroit  was  a  sink  of  iniquity.  Tbe  randemonium 
created  by  rum-drinking  IJritisb  soldiers,  Indians,  and  Frencb,  may  more 
easily-  be  imagined  tlian  described.  It  was  awful,  ^^'ben  I  arrived  at 
Detroit,  Generals  llarrisun,  Hrown,  and  Cass  were  bolding  conferences 
witli  tbe  Indiuns  jircparatfuy  to  a  general  treaty  of  peace.  Tbe  garrison 
consisted  of  a  large  number  of  soldiers.  In  tbis  state  of  society  but  little 
impression  could  be  made  by  a  sermon  once  in  tbree  weeks.  True,  tbe 
council-bouse,  a  large  and  commodious  building,  was  always  filled  with 
attentive  auditors,  tbe  superior  oflScers  setting  a  decorous  example  by 
tbeir  uniform  presence  and  respectful  attention.  But  in  my  burried 
rounds  on  a  tbree-weeks'  circuit,  traveling  some  three  hundred  inihs, 
iv.y  stay  in  Detroit  was  necessarily  so  sbort  I  could  not  follow  up  to 
any  extent  by  i)astoral  visits  any  im})ression  tbat  migbt  be  made  by 
tbe  labors  of  tbe  i)uljiit.'' 

Mr.  Hickox  bad  ditliculties  to  <'ncounier  and  jjerils  to  pass  tbrougb, 
but  be  bad  tact  and  sbrewdness  to  meet  tbem.  Hear  bini:  *'As  I  passed 
through  tbe  adjacent  parts  of  Canada,  it  pleased  tbe  Lord  to  follow  up 
the  word  with  sucb  power  tbat  tlie  people  were  strangely  aroused  to  a 
consideration  of  tbeir  s])iritual  interests,  and  flocked  to  tbe  places  of 
meeting  on  week  days  as  well  as  Sunday.  This  provoked  the  more 
respecfahlr  Uritisb  sinners,  and  tbey  accused  me  as  a  disturber  of  tbe 
peace.  Tbis  was  so  soon  after  the  war  tbat  civil  goverunuMit  was  not 
yet  re-establisbed.  but  tbe  country  was  under  martial  law.  Colonel 
James  was  then  in  command  near  Sandwich,  and  seemed  to  bave  juris- 
diction along  tbe  lines.  To  him  tbe  gentry  complained  of  me  as  a  kind 
of  sj»y,  and  he  issued  orders  to  bave  me  arrested  and  brought  before  bim. 
Having  obtained  infoi-mation  of  tbis  movement,  it  seemed  to  l)e  most 
prudent  to  anticij)ate  an  arrest.  So  mounting  my  liorse  I  rode  in  baste 
to  bis  (|uarters  before  my  wbereal)outs  could  be  discovered.  By  the 
advise  of  fi'iends  I  bad  worn  the  sash  of  a  Biilisb  ollicer,  which  gave  me 
impunity  when  among  tbe  crowds  of  Indians  tbat  beset  my  way.  When 
the  attendants  of  tlie  Colonel  saw  this,  they  sujqjosed  me  to  be  some- 
body of  importance.  Tliey  held  my  liorse  and  stirrups  and  helped  me  to 
dismount.  The  Colonel  himself,  mislead  by  this,  came  to  tbe  piazza,  re- 
ceived me  with  the  utmost  coui-lesy,  and  showed  me  into  his  best  room. 
I  opened  the  mattei-  by  saying:  *C(donel  dames,  I  sui>i>ose  I  am  tlie  man 
you  want  to  see.'  'What  is  your  name?'  asked  be.  'Josejib  Hickox,'  I 
replied.  'I  am  a  Methodist  preacher  doing  the  work  of  a  missionary 
through  tliis  country  trying  to  promote  peace  among  men.  I  have  been 
told  you  are  ojijiosed  to  this,  and  I  have  called  to  find  out  the  reason.'  He 
was  taken  all  aback  by  the  announcement,  and  looked  blank;  but  soon 
rallying,  be  said  politely  that  lie  had  no  objection  to  anything  of  tbat 
nature  tbat  I  cou]«l  do.  but  wished  me  all  success,  and  permittted  me  the 
freedom  of  the  connlry."  This  iiicidenl  is  only  characteristic  of  the  tact 
and  shrewdness  of  tbe  man. 

As  we  liave  ali'cady  suggested.  I  he  rides  and  labors  ef  the  missionaiy 
to  fill  the  duties  connecte«l  witli  Detroit  circuit  for  tbe  two  years  Mr. 
Hickox  remained  in  it  were  excessive  and  exhausting.  Three  times  every 
three  weeks  he  bad  to  ]iass  a  wilderness  of  fiffjfsrren  mihs.  witliont 
human  lialotatirm.  and  to  swim  his  horse  ftrr  thnrs  ea<'b  trip  across  rivers. 
In  tbe  winter  when  the  clumsy  ferryboats  were  stopjxMl  he  had  to  leave 
his  horse  on  the  Canada  side,  ami  walk  up  and  down  the  river  seeking 
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the  strongest  ice.  Sometimes  he  was  obliged  to  jump  from  cake  to 
cake  of  broken  ice,  and  leap  over  wide  fissures,  in  order  to  get  to  and 
from  Detroit. 

At  the  close  of  his  first  year,  Mr.  Hickox  makes  the  following  very  just 
reflections:  *'When  the  chaotic  state  of  the  country,  and  the  multitudes 
who  are  perishing  for  the  lack  of  knowledge  are  considered,  the  privilege 
of  preaching  the  world-wide  gospel  and  a  free  salvation  is  so  great  that 
the  labor  and  dangers  of  doing  so  sink  into  insignificance,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  that  work  is  full  of  sweetness  to  me." 

All  the  time  of  his  first  year,  Mr.  Hickox  had  been  a  solitary  watch- 
man beyond  the  hail  of  any  other  minister,  and  had  all  the  labor  and 
responsibility  to  himself.  But  during  the  time  of  his  absence  from  De- 
troit attending  the  session  of  the  Conference,  a  Presbyterian  minister 
appeared  at  Detroit,  sent  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  board  of  mis- 
sions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  and  his  name  was  John 
Monteith.  Mr.  Hickox  found  him  here  on  his  return,  for  he  was  returned 
to  Detroit  circuit  for  another  year.  This  was  the  first  introduction  of 
Presbyterian  preaching  into  Detroit;  this  was  in  June,  1816.  He  was 
a  well  educated  young  man  and  gentlemanly  in  his  manners.  These  two 
young  men  soon  formed  a  pleasant  acquaintance  which,  however,  was 
interrupted  after  a  few  months,  very  unexpectedly  to  our  missionary. 
The  circumstances  were  these,  as  related  to  us  by  Mr.  Hickox.  Rev. 
Henry  Ryan,  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  district,  had  preached  to  a  large 
congregation  in  the  council-house.  Rev.  Mr.  Monteith  was  present,  and 
at  the  close  of  service  he  was  introduced  to  the  Presiding  Elder;  after 
the  social  greetings  were  exchanged  Mr.  Hickox  remarked,  "  Mr. 
Monteith,  after  you  preach  a  week  from  next  Sabbath  will  you  be  kind 
enough  to  give  out  my  appointment  for  the  evening  service,  to  refresh 
the  minds  of  the  people?''  "I  don't  know  how  that  will  be,"  said  he 
stiffly.  ''I  have  an  appointment  myself  at  that  hour,  and  want  you  to 
change  your  time  of  preaching  to  some  week-day  evening."  To  this 
proposition  Mr.  Hickox  very  justly  responded:  ''1  have  been  preaching 
here  all  the  year  past  every  three  weeks,  before  any  other  preacher  came 
here,  and  I  think  it  ungenerous  to  ask  me  to  change,  when  Mr.  M.  has 
all  the  time  to  himself  except  one  Sabbath  night  in  three  weeks.  I 
cannot  consent  to  change." 

This  circumstance  was  so  public  that  the  matter  became  generally 
konwn, — the  feelings  of  the  people  became  interested  to  see  how  the 
thing  would  terminate.  The  consequence  of  this  interest  was,  that  the 
house  was  unusually  crowded  when  Mr.  Hickox  arrived.  Mr.  M.  had 
reached  the  house  before  him  and  occupied  the  desk.  When  Mr.  Hickox 
came  in  the  following  colloquy  occurred:  '*Mr.  Monteith,  do  you  expect 
to  preach  to-night?"  he  said.  ^'I  do.  I  do."  Mr.  H.  said,  "Very  well,  I 
will  preach  after  you  have  done."  At  the  close  of  the  sermon  Mr.  H. 
said,  "I  wish  you  would  omit  singing  and  I  will  preach."  Mr.  M.  replied, 
"I  don't  think  the  people  will  be  willing  to  hear  you."  Mr.  H.  said, 
''I  will  ask  them,"  and  immediately  stepped  into  the  desk  and  told  the 
congregation  the  reason  of  his  being  prevented  from  preaching,  and  if 
they  would  remain  in  their  seats  he  would  then  give  them  a  sermon. 
Said  Mr.  M.,  "I  will  leave  the  desk,  then."  "As  you  please,"  said  Mr. 
Hickox;  ''the  desk  is  large  enough  for  us  both."  The  congregation  having 
signified  their  desire  to  hear  him  by  remaining  quiet.  Mr.  Hickox 
preached.    At  the  close  of  his  sermon,  he  announced  that  in  three  weeks 
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from  that  time  he  would  preach  tljere  a{j;aiii  according  to  his  custom; 
for,  said  he.  "I  occupy  tliis  liouse  by  the  permission  of  tlie  Oovernor, 
When  that  permission  is  withdrawn,  I  shall  leave,  and  not  before."  Mr. 
M.  remarked.  "The  (lovernor  will  not  have  the  impoliteness  to  tell  you  to 
withdiaw  your  ai)pointnients."  After  a  few  more  words  Mr.  Monteith 
remaiktd:  "^'oui'  manner  of  preaching:  is  so  ditlerenl  from  mine. — you 
can  jireach  extcmi>ore.  I  cannot;  you  can  get  a  con}i;r('<;ati<>n  any  time 
at  three  hours'  notice,  so  I  tlioujj;)!!  you  mifjht  chanjie  your  time  to  a 
week-day  eveninii  and  uive  me  the  advantage  of  all  the  Sabhatli  services.'' 
Mr.  H.  then  told  him  he  could  not  comj^ly  with  his  reijuest  without  de- 
ranging the  wlude  j)lan  of  his  circuit  labor,  and  the  circuit  being  very 
extensive,  this  would  be  very  ditficult  for  him  to  do.  Thus  the  matter 
ended.    The  well-educated  young  man  was  deficient  in  achiptability. 

Late  in  tlie  fall  of  ISH;  IJev.  Josej>h  Mitchell,  a  Methodist  local  preacher 
came  to  Detroit  on  business  to  spen<l  some  time;  and  as  it  was  very 
difticull  crossing  the  Oelioir  Hiver  during  the  winter.  Mr.  llickox  gave  up 
the  w(uk  of  jireacliing  in  the  city  lo  him.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  a  great  and 
useful  pioneer  in  ^[ethodism  in  ditleient  j»arts  of  the  western  country. 
He  was  a  very  venerable  aiii)earing  man,  plain,  bold,  and  elo(pient;  and 
although  he  dealt  very  plainly  with  the  people,  he  was  very  popular  with 
them.  This  drew  the  attention,  of  Mr.  ^fonteith.  who  conchnled  to  call 
on  the  venerable  man.  test  his  ability  and  education,  and  make  a  jiroj)Osi- 
tion  to  him.  lie  called  accordingly,  when  the  following  conversation 
took  ]>lace.  The  conversation  is  given  as  narrated  by  Mr.  Mitchell  him- 
self: "Mr.  Mitchell,  have  you  ever  been  to  college'.'"  "I  have  been  past 
a  college."  Mr.  Mitchell  replied.  Mr.  Monteith  then  said,  "I  wish  to  make 
an  agreement  with  you  not  to  preach  doctrines."  Said  Mr.  Mitchell: 
"What!  not  preach  the  doctrines  of  Methodism!  I  am  bound  to  preach 
them,  for  1  ])elieve  them  to  be  true.  Not  to  preach  against  Calvinism! 
That  I  am  unchM'  the  necessity  <»f  doing,  for  I  believe  it  to  b(»  an  erroneous 
system  of  doctrines."  Mr.  Mitchell  was  a  great  opposer  of  Calvinism.  We 
do  not  intend  in  this  to  exjuess  any  oj>inion  of  that  system  of  (htctrines. 
but  simply  to  show  the  men  of  the  times.  This  ended  the  collo(|uy.  and  the 
young  divine  went  away  discomfited  and  dissatisfied.  lie  ^nd  set  his 
trap  but  it  would  not  spring  as  he  wished  it  to  do.  We  are  indebted  to 
Mr.  Hickox  for  the  following  incident  il'tistrative  of  Father  Mitchell's 
manner  ;md  intluence  in  the  pulpit. 

( )n  a  ceitain  occasion  the  councilhouse  A\as  ci-owded.  as  indeed  it 
g^'Uerally  was  when  he  jucached  on  Sunday.  The  (lovernor  and  all  the 
civil  and  militaiy  othcers.  and  other  men  of  note  were  present.  His 
theme  was  the  new  birth.  In  the  warmth  of  his  a|tplicat  ion.  with  linger 
pointing  with  significant  force,  and  eyes  fixed  on  the  persons  addressed, 
he  cried  out:  "You  (Jovernor,  you  lawyers.  y<»u  doctors,  you  judges,  you 
must  be  converted  and  boril  again,  or  (Jod  will  damn  yoti  jtist  as  soon  as 
tlie  beggai*  on  the  dung  hill."  Deep  silence  i>revailed  at  lirst.  and  then  a 
sensation.  Some  of  the  timid  members  feared  the  jiersons  a<ldi'essed 
would  be  very  much  ofi'ended.  The  next  moi-ning  (Jov.  Tass  sent  him  a 
comjtlimentary  note  containing  live  dolj.us.  saying  it  was  the  best  ser- 
mon he  had  ever  hc^ard.  Mi-.  Mitchell  reniained  till  the  spring  of  ISIT. 
then  left  Mr.  Hickox  and  Mr.  Monteith  alone. 

Itev.  •lidm  >ronteith  conunenced  his  laltors  in  the  city  of  Delroii  on 
the  fith  of  Jtine,  ISHI.  iiml  on  the  ."»lh  of  .\ugust  of  that  same  year  he 
succeeded  in  the  organization  of  a  sorirtif — a  corporation,  not  a  church — 
made  up  of  pel-sons  of  the  IM'otestant   faith,  wilhonl   reference  to  their 


REPORTS    OF     COUNTIES,     ETC.  479 

church  predilections,  entitled  "The  First  Protestant  Society  of  Detroit." 
In  May,  1817,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Governor  and  Judges  for 
a  lot  to  be  granted  to  this  society  for  building  a  house  of  worship,  and  in 
1819  all  the  land  fronting  on  Woodward  avenue,  on  the  east  side,  from 
Larned  street  to  within  about  sixty  feet  of  Congress  street,  was  granted 
to  this  society.  A  small  church  was  erected  upon  it,  which  all  were 
allowed  to  occupy.  But  the  society  finally  voted  itself  Presbyterian  and 
so  appropriated  the  property.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  articles 
of  association, — a  majority  was  to  rule.  After  a  time  they  granted  to 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  a  strip  sufficient  for  a  small  church  on 
the  north  side.  After  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  which  Mr.  Hickox 
was  allowed  to  remain,  he  was  transferred  to  other  work;  but  in  1820 
he  located — ^that  is,  dissolved  his  relation  to  the  Annual  Conference  and 
settled  on  land  he  had  located  during  the  time  he  was  here,  about  six- 
teen miles  out  of  Detroit,  up  the  River  Rouge,  in  the  town  of  Xankin. 
In  his  relation  as  a  local  preacher  he  did  much  ministerial  work,  and  was 
often  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  Indeed,  he  had  his  church  membership  in 
the  city.  In  a  short  time  after  Mr.  Hickox  settled  on  his  farm  he  was 
joined  by  Rev.  Marcus  Swift,  a  Methodist  local  preacher,  a  very  excellent 
man  and  of  considerable  eloquence  as  a  preacher.  They  agreed  in 
desiring  the  itinerant  Methodist  preacher  to  come  and  preach  to  them 
and  their  few  neighbors.  Rev.  John  A.  Baughman,  that  indefatigable 
and  eloquent  preacher,  then  in  his  young  manhood,  being  on  the  Detroit 
circuit  took  Xankin  into  his  list  of  oppointments.  This  was  in  the  autumn 
of  1825.  In  the  autumn  of  1827  Rev.  William  Runnels  was  appointed 
to  Detroit  circuit, — the  city  having  been  made  a  separate  appointment. 
He  was  a  small  man.  having  very  sandy  hair,  and  was  familiarly  known 
as  "sorrel  top."  Rev.  Mr.  Swift  made  preparations  to  entertain  him  and 
his  horses.  He  made  a  stable  of  logs  on  purpose  to  keep  the  preacher's 
horse.  But  alas  for  all  human  calculations!  when  the  horse  came  he  was 
too  tall  to  go  through  the  door.  To  remedy  this  difficulty  Mr.  Swift  put 
a  pry  under  and  raised  up  the  bark  above  the  door  so  that  the  horse  could 
gef  in,  and  did  the  same  to  let  him  out. 

Major  Thompson  Maxwell,  one  of  the  party  who  threw  the  tea  over- 
board in  Boston  harbor  in  1773,  lived  with  Mr.  Hickox  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood for  several  years.  Here  I  became  acquainted  with  him.  He  died 
in  1881,  aged  97  years.  Mr.  Swift  did  a  great  deal  of  voluntary  and 
unrewarded  ministerial  labor,  and  died  in  the  joy  of  the  Christian's 
faith,  as  he  had  preached  it  to  others. 

During  his  frequent  visits  to  Detroit  a  rathe^r  strange  intimacy  sprang 
up  between  Mr.  Hickox  and  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  at  Detroit,  Mr. 
Gabriel  Richard,  whose  acquaintance  he  had  made.  This  priest  was  a 
perfect  gentleman,  and  a  fine  scholar  and  very  shrewd,  and  diligent  in 
making  proselytes  to  his  church.  It  was  this  last  element  in  his  character 
that  laid  the  foundation  for  this  intimate  acquaintance,  as  he  very  much 
desired  to  gain  Mr.  Hickox  to  his  faith.  He  left  word  at  a  certain  time 
with  one  of  Mr.  Hickox's  friends  that  he  would  be  glad  to  receive  a 
visit  from  him  on  his  next  visit  to  Detroit.  On  learning  this  Mr.  Hickox 
rather  avoided  the  meeting,  knowing  that  the  priest  was  a  thoroughly 
educated  man,  and  he  himself  had  only  such  knowledge  as  would  be 
picked  up  in  a  few  years  of  toil  as  an  itinerant  Methodist  preacher.  One 
Sabbath  afternoon,  however,  he  stepped  into  his  church  and  heard  him 
preach,  upon  which  his  fears  of  meeting  him  were  dissipated.  The  next 
day  Mr.  Hickox  called  to  see  Mr.  Richard,  and  was  received  with  all  the 
61 
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politeness  of  which  a  Frenchman  is  ca])al)h'  of  exhihitinj;. —  wliicli.  In-  the 
wav.  cannot  be  exceeded  bv  anv  other  j»et)jde.  The  folhiwin^^  conversa- 
tion then  ensued: 

"I  went  to  hear  vou  j»reach  yesteidav,"  said  Mr.  II.  "Ah,"  said  tlie 
priest,  '*  I  did  not  know  vou  were  present."  Mr.  Hickox  continued,  "Mr. 
Richard,  you  stated  yesterday  that  Protestants  say  that  Catholics  wore 
once  rijjht.  liut  when  we  ask  them  in  what  we  have  chanj^ed  they  are 
dumb.  Now  I  am  not  dumb,  but  I  can  tell  you  Ixtth  in  what  and  when 
you  have  chan«;ed.'"  Mr.  liichard  asked,  "In  what  have  we  changed?" 
"In  the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation;  that  was  not  known  in  the  cliurch 
for  three  hundred  years  after  Clirist,  and  was  not  made  an  article  o! 
faith  until  the  sixth  century.  It  was  contested  three  hundred  years 
by  the  most  learned  of  fathers.''  Mr.  Kichard  said,  "I  admit  this  to  be 
so.  but  it  was  always  an  article  of  faith  in  reality,  thoujijh  not  in  form." 
Mr.  Ilickox  asked,  "So  you  believe  it,  do  you?"  Mr.  K.  replied,  "I  do," 
Mr.  H.  then  asked,  "What  is  soul?  Is  it  not  the  intelligent  part  of  man?" 
Mr.  K.  answered,  "It  is."  "Then,"  said  Mr.  H.,  "does  the  lifeless  lump 
of  matter  become  by  your  consecration  an  intelligent  being?  If  so,  it  is 
capable  of  being  taught.  (Jo  and  teach  it.  But  do  you  not  consecrate 
more  wafers  than  are  i-eceived  by  communicants?"  "I  do."  Mr.  H.  again 
asked,  "Cannot  cats  and  mice  and  such  animals  feed  on  them?"  To  this 
Mr.  Kichard  rejilied,  "They  can.'"  ''Then,"  said  Mr.  H.,  ''If  the  cat 
swallowed  the  Deity  she  must  have  eternal  life  in  her.  What  an  absurd 
ideal"  Here  Mr.  Kichard  colored  as  if  displeased,  but  made  no  reply. 
The  subject  was  continued,  but  he  would  only  say  with  a  bland  smile, 
"Mr.  Hickox.  you  ar<'  the  first  Protestant  preacher  I  ever  conversed  with. 
1  must  say  it  is  a  mystery." 

After  this,  they  had  fre<pient  and  friendly  interviews,  tlie  priest  urging 
Mr.  Hickox  to  call  every  time  he  came  into  town.  On  one  or  two  occa- 
sions he  tried  very  politely  to  bow  Mr.  Ilickox  into  the  Romish  church 
and  priesthood,  telling  him  his  fortune  would  be  made, — that  he  would 
live  like  a  gentleman  and  never  soil  his  liands  again.  To  which  Mr. 
Hickox  responded,  that  he  would  gladly  join  him  if  he  would  remove  his 
objections  to  his  church.  To  this  Mr.  K.  lejdied.  that  he  had  not  tried 
yet.  "Well,  tiy  now."  was  Mr.  H's  rejoinder.  "If  yon  believe  me. to  be  on 
the  road  to  damnation. — certain  to  be  lost,  out  of  your  churcli. — it  is  your 
duty  to  convince  me  and  save  me  now,  if  you  can."  He  only  gave  his 
shoulders  a  peculiar  shrug  and  remained  silent. 

On  another  occasion  Mr.  Hickox  was  passing  his  house,  and  felt 
suddenly  moved  to  call,  not  knowing  what  topic  to  introduc(\  Mr. 
Kiiliard  met  him  very  cordially  at  tlie  door,  when  Mr.  Hickox  remarked: 
"Mr.  Kichard.  I  did  ii<it  intend  to  call,  but  I  felt  suddenly  impressed  to  ask 
you  one  (picslion."  .Mr.  Kichaid  said  (piickly.  "Ask  it:  what  is  it?"  When 
.Mr.  H.  in(piired  with  great  solemnity:  "Was  you  ever  born  again? — did 
you  ever  see  the  time  when  you  were  in  a  justilied  relation  in  the  sight  of 
heaven?"  The  reply  was:  "Never!  Never!"  Mr.  Hickox  continued:  "Then 
I  must  tell  you  what  tJie  scriptures  say  yoii  are."  He  ipiickly  asked: 
"What  do  they  say?"  Mi'.  H.  resi»onde«l:  "That  yoii  are  a  blind  leader  of 
the  blind,  and  l»olh  will  fall  into  the  ditch.  Vou  say  you  are  leading  a 
numbci-  of  |ie(»ph'  in  the  way  to  heaven.  aii<l  yet  do  not  know  the  way  ycMir- 
self.  Now.  get  converted  yourself,  in  the  name  of  (Jod.  sir.  and  then  you 
will  be  a  safe  guide  to  your  jteople.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  (lood  by, 
sir."  Ho  he  left  him. 

.\ t  another  time,  when  the  same  topic  li.xl  been  niidei-  discussion  be- 
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tween  them,  as  lie  left  the  room  a  yonnjij  man  who  was  studying  theology 
with  the  priest  followed  Mr.  Hickox  out  and  said  he  knew  his, — Mr. 
Hickox's, — doctrine  was  true, — that  we  must  be  born  again^ — and  that 
he  was  resolved  to  seek  the  salvation  of  his  soul  by  coming  to  the 
Savior  alone.  He  gave  every  evidence  of  sincerity,  but  his  death  oc' 
curring  shortly  after,  nothing  could  be  learned  about  his  state  of  mind 
after  the  conversation.  These  incidents  are  characteristic  of  the  tact  and 
talent  of  Mr.  Hickox.  His  friend  Mr.  Richard  was  a  talented  and  well- 
educated  Jesuit  priest,  who  did  much  for  Detroit.  He  died  of  cholera,  in 
1832.  He  has  gone  to  test  the  soundness  of  the  doctrines  taught  him  by 
Mr.  Hickox. 

Mr.  Hickox  did  much  to  lay  the  foundations  of  society  in  Michigan,  by 
his  earnest  and  active  christian  labors  at  that  early  day  of  our  history. 
He  left  his  old  farm  in  1833  or  '34.  and  resided  in  Coldwater  awhile  and 
then  removed  to  Illinois  and  finally  to  Wisconsin,  and  deid  at  Beloit,  in 
Wisconsin,  January  16th,  1867,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He  was  a  ready 
and  eloquent  speaker,  and  had  he  continued  in  the  active  ministry,  in- 
stead of  settling  down  on  a  farm,  he  would  have  occupied  a  high  position 
in  the  annals  of  the  church  of  his  choice. 


LIFE  AND  TIMES   OF  REV.  GABRIEL  RICHARD. 

BY  J.  A.   GIRAEDIN. 

READ  BEFORE  THE  DETROIT  PIONEER  SOCIETY,  DECEMBER  19TH,  1872. 

The  early  pioneer,  whether  a  civilian  or  clergyman  in  a  new  country, 
should  always  be  an  object  of  interest,  especially  to  the  incoming  genera- 
tion, and  in  this  respect  I  can  safely  say  that  in  this  part  of  the  country 
the  early  pioneers  were  priests  belonging  to  the  different  religious  orders 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church;  they  were,  first  the  Franciscans,  next  the 
indomitable  Jesuits,  and  the  Sulpitians.  The  shores  of  New  France,  ex- 
tending from  the  Gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  that  of  Mexico,  were  trodden 
first  by  the  early  missionaries  of  the  Catholic  Church;  and  among  those 
who  have  left  memorable  names  were  Fathers  Marquette,  Allouez  and 
Dablon,  among  the  Jesuits;  and  as  for  the  Franciscans  the  man  who  has 
made  the  most  impression  on  historians  and  others  was  Father  Henne- 
pin. They  had  visited  those  shores,  and  had  carried  the  light  of  the 
gospel  a  century  before  the  birth  of  Gabriel  Richard,  who  himself  be- 
longs to  an  order  of  Secular  priests  of  St.  Sulpice.  had  heard  of  the 
advent  of  the  above  missionaries  in  the  wilds  of  the  New  World.  And 
burning  with  the  desire  to  visit  America,  and  the  French  revolution 
breaking  out,  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  expatriate  himself  to 
America.  Yes,  among  the  men  of  note  as  a  clergyman  he  has  left  his 
mark,  and  I  may  safely  say  a  memento  in  the  hearts  of  all  our  citizens, 
be  he  a  Catholic,  Protestant,  or  atheist.  It  is  not  advancing  my  proposi- 
tion too  much  if  I  take  upon  myself  the  task  of  comparing  him  to  St. 
Francis  Xavier,  the  great  missionary  of  Japan  centuries  ago.  Certainly 
no  one  will  dispute  my  proposition.  He  who  leaves  the  comforts  and 
luxury  of  a  home  for  the  sole  purpose  of  devoting  himself  to  God  and  to 
his  fellow  men  is  not  only  a  philanthropist  but  a  saint,  and  among  those 
great  missionaries  who  have  shone  as  bright  as  a  star  among  us  was  the 
late  honorable  and  very  reverend  Gabriel  Richard,  of  the  order  of  St. 
Sulpice. 
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Cialiii«'I  Kifliaid  was  hoiii  al  Saint»'s.  in  tin*  Department  of  riiarente- 
Inf^eiiciir  Fiaiuc.  on  the  loth  dav  of  ()<loher.  in  the  vear  of  our  Lord 
]7«!4.  and  was  (h-srended  on  the  si(h'  of  his  mother"  fi-om  the  illustrious 
liishfip  Ilossuet,  one  of  the  most  (list in;;uislied  divines  of  France,  who 
lived  durinj;  the  ieij;n  of  Louis  Xl\'.  llavin«;  been  |ilaeed  at  college 
when  (|uite  voung.  and  having  tinished  his  classical  education,  aod  feeling 
himself  called  to  the  ecclesiastical  statu,  he  entered  the  seminary  of 
Angers,  where  he  ju'osecuted  his  theological  studies  with  great  success. 
He  suhse(|uently  lepaiicd  to  Losy,  near  Paris,  in  order  to  (|ualify  him 
self  for  ;idmissi(M>  into  the  society  of  St.  Sulpice.  a  congregation  of  secular 
j)riests  devoted  to  tlie  education  of  young  men  for  tiie  sanctuary.  At 
the  time  of  his  elevation  to  the  |)riesthood,  in  the  year  ITMl.  his  native 
country  was  violently  agitated  l)y  the  revolutionary  spirit  which  was 
daily  increasing  in  madness  and  in  fury,  threatening  the  destruction  of 
the  established  order  both  in  church  and  state.  Owing  to  the  unsettled 
stat<*  of  things  in  France,  the  Abbe  Emery,  Sui)erior  General  of  the 
Suljtirians.  determined,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Kt.  Kev.  Dr.  r'arroll, 
Itishop  (tf  r.altimore,  to  send  sonu*  members  of  his  society  to  the  I'nited 
States  f(U-  the  purpose  of  conducting  an  ecclesiastical  seminary,  and  in 
accordance  with  tliis  arrangement  several"  priests  of  that  congi-egation 
<ame  to  the  city  of  lialtimoi-e  in  the  year  1701,  an<l  wei-e  followed  in 
successive  years  by  other  members  of  the  same  society.  Among  them 
was  the  Rev.  Gabiiel  Itichard,  who  arrived  on  the  lJ4th  day  of  June, 
1792,  in  company  with  the  Kev.  Messrs.  Coquard,  Matigon,  and  Marechal, 
whose  names  are  all  entitled  to  honorable  mentitui  in  the  history  of  the 
<'atholic  Church  of  this  country. 

As  St.  Mary's  Seminary  in  llaltimoiM;  was  not  \et  in  such  ellicient 
opeiation  as  to  reipiiie  a  numerous  corps  of  pi-ofessoi-s.  Father  Richard 
and  other  gentlemen  of  St.  Sul|)ice  willingly  acceded  to  the  reipiest  of 
liishop  Carroll  to  aid  in  supjilying  the  wants  of  the  Catholic  population 
scattered  throughout  his  extensive  diocese,  reaching  at  that  time  from 
-Maine  to  Tennes.see.  and  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
With  this  view  he  accepted  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Catholics  in 
Illinois,  that  is,  at  Prairie  du  Rocher.  Kaskaskia,  and  in  the  neighboring 
country.  The  Catholi<'  population  of  this  district  consisted  chietly  of 
French  Canadians. 

In  a  letter  to  I'.ishop  Carroll,  dated  -Luuiary  24th,  17!M;,  he  draws 
rather  an  unfavorable  picture  of  the  state  of  religion  in  that  district. 
There  was  a  church  at  Kask.iskia  with  a  cimgi-egation  of  about  SOO  souls, 
and  another  at  IMairie  du  Rocher.  Of  the  fornuM"  place  he  sjM'aks  thus: 
''The  people  of  this  post  are  the  worst  in  all  Illinois.  There  is  no 
reli^'ion  among  them,  scaicely  any  one  attending  mass  even  on  Sundays; 
intemperance,  debauchery,  and  idleness  i-eign  su|)it'me.*'  lie  was  much 
better  pleased   with   the  congregation  at    I'lairie  du    Kochei-.     lie  says: 

"I  am  tolerably  well  satisfied  with  my  little  village  «»f  Praiiie  du 
Rocher.  altlwHigh  grave  scandals  an-  occasiiuially  witnessed  her«'.  My 
<hief  consolation  is  derived  fiuiu  the  or  six  Knglish  families,  who  live 
10  or  IT)  miles  from  this  place.  They  are  surrounded  by  others  who  are 
Protestants,  but  who  would  be  easily  led  into  the  church  if  I  could  speak 
the  Knglish  language  with  gre;iiei'  facility." 

The  f(dlowing  year  I-'ather-  Richard  was  a|)pointe(l  to  visir,  besides  the 
above  nient ioned  places,  the  coiigregat ion  of  a  tribe,  of  Iiuliaus  nanuMi 
riahokias.  which  numbered  about  .'IIMI  souls,  and   who  possesse<|  a  hand- 
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some  church,  erected  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Leradoux,  his  predecessor.  These 
missions  had  been  established  more  than  100  rears  previously  by  the 
early  Jesuit  Fathers,  who  were  afterward  aided  by  priests  from  the 
Seminary  of  Foreign  Missions  at  Paris;  but  the  supply  of  missionaries, 
especially  after  the  recall  of  the  Jesuit  Fathers,  was  altogether  in- 
sufficient for  the  wants  of  the  Catholic  population,  who  gradually 
fell  into  a  state  of  lamentable  indifference  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
Father  Richard  applied  himself  in  this  distant  and  neglected  field  with 
all  the  zeal  and  prudence  which  characterize  the  true  missionary,  and  he 
had  the  happiness  of  seeing  his  active  efforts  crowned  with  success.  The 
important  services  which  he  rendered  to  religion  inspired  the  hope  that 
he  would  be  equally  successful  in  a  more  responsible  situation  at  De- 
troit, where  the  wants  of  the  people  loudly  called  for  additional  aid.. 
He  was  therefore  invited  by  Bishop  Carroll  to  be  the  assistant  of  Mr. 
Leradoux  at  the  latter  post.  In  leaving  Illinois  he  felt  some  regret  in 
being  separated  from  his  people  at  Prairie  du  Rocher,  who  were  indeed 
"■  a  little  flock,  but  grateful  and  faithful."  For  a  missionary,  however, 
who  like  Father  Richard  labored  only  for  the  greater  glory  of  God,  it 
mattered  little  where  he  was  stationed,  as  he  was  always  prepared  to 
follow  the  will  of  Heaven,  which  he  recognized  in  the  appointments  of 
his  ecclesiastical  superiors. 

Thus,  after  having  devoted  six  long  years  of  his  ministry  in  Illinois, 
from  the  14th  day  of  December,  1792,  up  to  the  22d  day  of  March,  1798, 
he  left  for  Detroit,  where  the  presence  of  a  permanent  pastor  was  much 
needed.  He  accordingly  arrived  at  this  place  in  the  month  of  June,  on 
the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  John  Dilhet,  also  a 
Sulpitian  missionary. 

Mr.  Leradoux,  who  had  been  stationed  at  this  place  for  several  years, 
was  alone  in  the  discharge  of  his  clerical  duties,  and  was  quite  advanced 
in  years,  and  had  sought  relief  from  his  bishop  for  the  purpose  of  return- 
ing to  his  native  land. 

As  soon  as  he  arrived  he  immediately  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
pastor,  and  soon  won  the  confidence  of  those  under  his  spiritual  charge. 
At  this  period  the  town  of  Detroit  and  vicinity  contained  some  1,800 
Catholics,  mostly  of  French  origin,  with  a  large  number  scattered  along 
the  border  of  our  lakes  and  rivers,  and  far  into  the  northern  regions  of 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

"The  French,"  says  Archbishop  Spalding,  ''seem  to  have  visited  Michi- 
gan as  early  as  the  year  1610,  and  missionaries  went  thither  occasionally 
soon  afterward,  but  no  priest  appears  to  have  been  stationed  at  Detroit 
before  1701." 

Hardly  had  he  been  installed  pastor  than  he  commenced,  as  a  good 
spiritual  father,  to  provide  his  flock  with  all  the  elements  of  religion  and 
education.  Education  at  this  period  was  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and  his 
great  aim  was  to  stimulate  his  parishioners  with  a  love  of  learning.  He 
left  no  stone  unturned  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose.  He  would 
here  and  there,  as  occasion  required,  have  schools  established  for  their 
benefit,  and  by  his  zeal  and'  eloquence  he  thundered  forth  from  his  pulpit 
in  language  so  clear  and  so  forcible  that  his  flock  soon  saw  that  what  he 
preached  he  not  only  himself  followed  and  practiced,  but  would  require 
them  to  follow  and  practice.  He  was  indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  ministry,  and  very  austere  in  his  habits  and  mode  of 
living,  for  his  meals  were  composed  of  food  of  the  simplest  and  coarsest 
kind;  his  bed  was  of  the  simplest  material  and  hardly  comfortable;  his 
dress  was  of  the  coarsest  and  cheapest  of  cloth;  he  was  courteous  and 
affable  to  every  one  who  had  tlie  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance;  he  com- 
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niauded  the  hi<jhest  rcsixH-t,  both  from  Catholics  and  Prolcstants.  He 
was  a  profound  theolo<,'ian,  a  jj;ood  speaker,  and  good  mathematician; 
also  a  good  fomjioser  of  music  Often  has  the. writer  of  this  heard  this 
ehxpnnt  jaicst  thundt'i-  forth  from  his  jjulpit  against  tlie  terrible  vice  of 
intenijtt'rance  and  the  use  of  toba<-co.  "Ac^  chii/ucvr.s  it  h;s  ivroi/fie.s."  as 
we  call  them  in  Ficnch.  rnfortnnafely  for  Mr.  Kichard,  he  could  not 
sprak  the  English  language,  when  its  knowh.'dge  would  have  given  him 
a  wider  tiehl;  the  Catholics  of  Deiioit  and  vicinity  consisting  almosc 
exclusively  of  French  Canadians.  Mr.  Kichard  had  but  little  oi)portuuity 
of  exercising  himself  in  the  English  language,  the  study  of  which  he 
had  undertaken  with  great  zeal,  in  order  to  increase  his  Held  of  useful 
ness.  The  inhahitanls  of  the  city  were  mostly  pejsons  whose  vernacular 
tongue  was  the  English  language,  but  theie  were  but  vcvy  few  ann)ng 
them  who  were  Catholics. 

About  a  year  after  his  arrival  here  he  visited  the  Catholic  plantation 
on  the  island  of  Mackinaw,  about  L'O  mih»s  from  the  former  Michilimack- 
inac  and  Point  St.  Ignace,  where  the  early  Jesuit  fathers  had  established 
n  mission  more  than  HM)  years  before.  At  the  latter  place  there  were 
only  three  or  four  families,  the  church  and  residence  of  the  clergy  having 
been  transferred  to  the  island,  which  was  a  much  more  convenient  locality 
for  vessels  to  approach  the  land  and  unload  their  cargoes. 

As  Father  Kichard  has  left  us,  in  a  letter  to  Bishop  Carroll,  a  brief 
bur  inteiesting  account  of  his  missionary  journey  at  this  time,  I  shall 
give  it  in  his  own  language,    lie  says: 

"I  left  Detroit  on  the  I'Oth  of  June,  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  after  a  terrible  squall  on  Saginaw  Bay,  Lake  Huron,  we 
arrived  at  Mackinaw  on  the  l!l)th  of  the  same  month.  I  met  there  a 
great  many  jieoplc;  near  1.000  men  visit  this  plac^  in  the  summer  season, 
bill  most  of  them  remain  only  a  few  weeks.  It  is  a  grand  rendezvous  for 
traders  from  Lake  Michigan,  the  Mississij)pi.  Lake  Siipericu'.  and  other 
j»oinis.  and  contains  about  .lO  houses.  1  found  there  a  large  number  of 
children,  for  morr*  than  ."'O  of  whom  I  supplied  the  ceremonies  of  baptism. 
They  were  over  7  years  of  age,  and  mcjst  of  them  illegitimate.  It  is  very 
painful  to  see  so  many  poor  creatures  left  without  instruction,  several 
of  them  scarcely  knowing  how  to  make  the  sign  of  the  cross.  I  am  in- 
formed that  there  are  many  others  in  the  same  condition  at  different 
phut's.  at  their  winter  (|u;iiters.  viz.:  at  St.  Joseph's  Kiver.  Wisconsin 
Kivei-,  I'lairie  dii  (Miien.  (Jreen  liay,  St(\  ^Liry's  Falls,  at  several  rivers 
along  Lake  Siipeiior.  at  Ciand  I'ortage.  and  the  points  still  further  to 
the  northwest  of  Lake  Superior,  where  the  great  NcuMhwcst  Company  of 
Montreal  employ  annually  1,700  men,  almost  all  Canadians.  Crami 
Tortage,  near  the  w<*st  en<l  of  Lake  Superior,  is  on  the  American  side, 
and  as  I  have  been  told,  is  a  trading  j)ost  like  Mackinaw,  whereat  nearly 
a  thousand  nn-n  assemble  in  the  summer  time,  and  after  a  short  stay, 
disperse  to  their  winter  (|uarters. 

"For  two  months  aft<'r  my  arrival  I  taught  the  children  catechism  every 
m(»rning.  and  in  the  evening  I  recited  jtrayer.s  in  the  chnrch.  after  which 
I  gave  a  familiar  e.xplanation  of  various  |)oints  of  ('liristian  doctrine. 
On  tho.se  occasions  a  good  number  of  persons,  particularly  visitors  from 
abroad,  were  jiresent  in  the  church,  which  is  only  45  feet  long  and  25 
feet  wide.  Being  built  of  cedar  it  will  last  nniny  years  yet,  though  it 
is  very  old.  It  is  well  furnished  with  veslments,  altar  linen  an<l  missal, 
but  wiints  a  chalice  and  a  paix. 
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'*0n  the  3d  day  of  September  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Ottawas,  who  live  on 
the  east  side  of  Lake  Michigan,  45  miles  from  Mackinaw.    The  late  chief 
of  the  tribe,  who  died  two  years  ago,  had  been  baptized.     But  among  the 
1,300  persons  who  are  there,  men,  women  and  children,  only  one  so  far 
as  I  could  ascertain,  has  received  baptism.     I  saw  the  place  called  La 
Mission,  where  Father  DeJaunay  formerly  lived,  who  was  a  missionary 
there  from  1742  to  1766.    There  remains  only  a  large  cross  on  the  shore, 
which  at  this  place  is  near  100  feet  high.     It  is  five  miles  north  of  the 
Ottawa  village.     I  inquired  of  th.e  Indians  in  your  name  whether  they 
wished  to  have  a  priest  among  them  for  their  instruction,  or  at  least 
that  of  their  children,  and  they  appeared  to  be  much  gratified  that  you' 
and  Mr.  Leradoux  should  take  an  interest  in  their  welfare;  but  Indian 
like,  they  requested  to  be  allowed  a  few  days  for  consultation  among  them- 
selves, after  which  they  would  send  me  an  answer.    After  having  spent 
two  days  among  them,  I  returned  to  Mackinaw  on  the  5th,  and  remained 
there  until  the  25th  of  September,  but  up  to  that  time  I  received  not  a 
word  of  reply  from  them,  although  many  came  to  the  island  at  different 
times.    The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  they  are  so  much  addicted  to  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits  that  they  care  very  little  about  religion.     I  saw  some 
of  them  drunk  when  I  was  at  their  village,  and  at  the  island  some  were 
to  be  seen  every  day  intoxicated  in  the  streets  or  on  the  shore.    The  trade 
there  is  principally  in  liquors,  and  as  long  as  this  state  of  things  exists 
there  can  be  no  prospect  of  making  them  Christians.    Though  the  traders 
ackonwledge  that  it  would  be  better  for  their  own  interests  if  the  Indians 
had  no  rum,  they  persist  in  supplying  them  with  it^  through  fear  of 
losing  their  trade.    God  only  knows  how  many  evils  flow  from  this  traffic. 
It  has  been  observed  that  English  rum  has  destroyed  more  Indians  than 
ever  did  the  Spanish  sword.     Several  Indian  chiefs  have  requested  that 
the  trade  in  liquor  should  be  abolished  by  law." 

Father  Kichard  found  so  much  to  be  done  at  Mackinaw  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  youth  and  correcting  the  habits  of  those  more  advanced  in  years 
that  he  was  disposed  to  remain  there  during  the  winter,  especially  as  he 
had  been  invited  to  do  so  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  place.  His  services, 
however,  were  too  much  needed  at  Detroit  to  allow  so  long  an  absence; 
he  therefore  returned  to  this  city  in  October,  after  having  touched  St. 
Joseph  Island  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

One  of  the  first  objects  which  called  his  immediate  attention  upon  his 
return  was  to  repair  and  enlarge  the  church  in  the  old  town,  which  was 
too  small  for  the  congregation.  This  he  accomplished  at  an  expense  of 
some  $3,000,  notwithstanding  the  low  state  of  his  finances,  having 
almost  entirely  renewed  the  old  building.  There  was  a  debt,  however, 
remaining  upon  the  work  of  seven  hundred  dollars.  He  adopted  various 
means  for  the  better  regulation  of  his  parish,  but  to  reform  existing 
abuses  and  promote  a  spirit  of  piety  among  his  people  were  the  chief 
objects  of  his  solicitude.  He  endeavored,  also,  according  to  opportuni- 
ties, to  consult  the  interests  of  the  church  at  large.  When  he  surveyed 
the  extensive  fields  that  required  cultivation  in  the  West  and  Northwest, 
including  the  new  territory  which  had  recently  come  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  chief  pastor  of  the  United  States  since  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
he  was  sensibly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  making  some  adequate 
provisions  for  the  urgent  wants  of  religion.  With  this  view,  he  and 
Mr.  Dilhet,  who  then  resided  in  this  city  as  his  assistant,  commenced  an 
institution  which  they  designed  to  be  a  nursery  of  young  men  for  the 
sanctuary. 

Speaking  of  early  education.  I  have  before  me  a  eopy  of  a  lecture 
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deliv('i-('<l  by  School  Inspector  Col.  ^^'illiaIn  1).  >Vilkiiis.  in  Fchruary, 
1871,  before  the  "Teacheis"  Institute  of  Detroit,"  in  whicli  I  tind  this 
reniaikable   i»assa{i;e : 

"Father  (Jabriel  Kichard.  the  head  of  the  Catludic  Church  of  the 
Territory,  a  man  of  political  power  as  well  as  tine  education,  did  not  ap- 
]>rove  of  educating  the  masses,  and  I  cannot  find  any  early  promise  of  the 
thron<;ed  sjiacious  chuich  schools  wliidi  now  ornament  the  city  in  so 
many  quarters." 

A  most  unjust,  and,  if  not  a  malicious  assertion.  You  were  either 
ij^norant  on  this  subject  or  else  you  weic  j^uilty  of  i)anderinjj;  to  the  taste 
of  your  audience.  Father  Kichard  did  approve  of  the  education  of  the 
masses;  for  proof  of  this  his  first  effort  was  jointly  with  Father  Jean 
Dilhet,  who  both,  in  1804.  ojtened  a  school  whose  field  of  operation  was 
the  education  of  younj;  men  for  tlie  ministry;  but  this  school  was  broken 
up  by  the  fire  of  1805. 

And  in  18(>4.  mainly  thr(»u<::h  his  exertions,  a  young:  ladies'  academy 
was  started,  jihicing:  at  the  head  of  it  the  following  ladies:  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lyons.  Miss  .\n<;eli(|ue  ('amj)au.  Miss  Monicpie  Labadie  and  Miss  Wil- 
liams, they  havinj;  been  prejtarcd  by  him  for  their  arduous  task. 

His  next  effort  was  the  introduction  into  the  Territory  of  the  first 
jtrintinj;  press,  which  was  brought  almost  all  the  way  by  overland  from 
Baltimore,  and  on  the  rjlst  of  Aujjust,  180!),  issued  the  first  newspaper 
west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  called  "Hssai  dn  Mirh'u/an''  or  "'Im- 
partial Ohscnor,'^  and  the  same  year  publislied  the  first  i)rayer  book,  of 
which  I  have  a  copy. 

And  in  addition  every  Sunday  before  ves]iers  he  would  instruct  the 
cliildren  in  the  catechism,  and  explain  to  them  the  doctiines  of  the 
church. 

His  whole  time  and  effort  was  given  for  the  education  of  the  jK'Ople. 
What  are  all  these  great  and  good  works  intended  for  if  tliey  were  not 
for  the  instruction  of  his  fellow-men?  Besides  this,  the  work  of  his 
ministry  was  so  extensive  that  it  was  imjiossible  for  liim  to  give  his 
whoh'  time  and  attention  to  schools.  His  sermons,  too,  were  very 
instructive.  Once  in  the  pulpit  whole  liours  were  devoted  by  him  to 
the  instruction  of  his  fellow  iiu-n.  Were  not  those  for  the  educating  of 
tlie  masses?  What  more  could  he  do  with  the  scanty  means  at  his  com- 
mand and  the  thinly  po|>ulated  country  as  was  ours,  affording  but  limited 
means  for  him  to  work  with? 

It  is  a  very  ea.sy  matter  to  cast  refle<'tion  upon  the  memory  of  a  great 
and  g<M»d  man,  but  is  not  easy  to  sustain  them. 

In  this  school,  which  was  opened  in  the  autumn  of  ISO-I.  the  pupils 
were  taught  Latin,  geography,  ecclesiastical  history,  clniirh  mnsic.  and 
the  practice  of  mental  prayer. 

Thus  far  the  labor  of  this  distinguished  missionary  in  the  discharge  of 
liis  severe  and  arduous  duties  in  the  ministry  were  partially  crowned 
witli  success.  His  zeal  and  devotion,  both  to  religi«m  and  education,  knew 
no  bounds;  his  self  «lenial  of  all  oidinary  comforts,  liis  indefatigability 
for  the  caus<'  of  Christianity,  were  but  niei-e  trilles  for  him  to  eiiduri'  com- 
pared with  the  icward  which  awaited  him  above. 

Kverything  now  seemed  to  prosper.  ;ind  he  was  on  the  |Miint  of  reap- 
ing the  fruits  of  his  lalior.  and  see  his  effcnls  crowned  with  success,  when 
unfortunately,  a  most  disastrous  conflagration  burst  upon  the  old  town 
of  Detroit,  on  the  IDli  day  of  .lune.  A.  I>.  1805.  about  0  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  lasted  until  noon,  when  every  lious**  was  destroyed,  to- 
gether with  liis  little  cliurcli,  which  was  liuilt  by  Father  Boc(|ue,  a 
?'i'ancisean    niissionaiv.   in    the   vejir   1 7."iO.     This   disaster   was   a   severe 
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blow  to  him,  one  which  retarded  much  his  work  of  regeneration.  This 
unfortunate  accident,  far  from  discouraging  him,  seems,  on  the  contrary, 
to  have  reanimated  his  zeal,  for  he  was  engaged  night  and  day  in  alleviat- 
ing the  sufferings  of  his  unfortunate  parishioners,  who  had  so  suddenly 
become  homeless  by  this  calamity. 

By  this  accident  he  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  occupying  a 
large  warehouse,  situated  near  the  edge  of  the  river,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Meldrum,  for  the  purpose  of  a  church,  which  he  used  for  some  six  years. 
Afterw^ard  he  removed  to  Springwells,  to  the  house  of  Jacques  Laselle, 
and  remained  there  until  the  new  St.  Anne's  Church  was  so  far  com- 
pleted as  to  accommodate  his  people. 

The  name  of  the  Parish  of  St.-  Anne's  was  given  by  Father  Bonaven- 
ture  who  arrived  here  in  the  year  1722,  on  the  aniversary  feast  of  that 
saint. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1805  Messrs.  Eichard  and  Dilhet  were  both 
ordered  to  France  by  their  ecclesiastical  superior,  as  the  religious  institu- 
tions of  that  country  were  now  gradually  reviving,  and  the  Society  of 
St.  Sulpice  needed  the  services  of  its  members.  Father  Richard  having 
informed  his  congregation  in  the  temporary  chapel  where  they  had 
assembled  that  he  was  about  to  be  separated  from  them,  a  diflSculty  un- 
expectedly arose  which  prevented  his  departure.  The  trustees,  who  were 
a  factious  set  of  men  (as  they  always  have  been),  and  who  for  a  long 
time  had  shown  a  very  rebillious  spirit,  availed  themselves  of  a  calumn- 
ious report  to  have  a  writ  issued  against  him,  which  detained  him  in  this 
city. 

."You  may  imagine,"  he  writes  to  Bishop  Carroll,  "how  unpleasant  this 
affair  must  be;  nevertheless,  I  fell  very  happy  in  having  a  share  in  the 
cross  of  our  Savior.  This  year  I  have  experienced  many  contradictions, 
but  at  the  same  time  I  have  obtained  greater  successes,  if  I  am  not  de- 
ceived by  my  self-respect.  In  general  there  are  good  dispositions,  and  I 
think  that  a  priest  of  calm  temper,  with  patience  and  time,  would  be 
very  useful  here.  I  hope,  then,  that  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  send 
another  clergyman  to  Detroit  as  my  successor.  As  it  will  be  very  dif- 
ficult to  have  a  church  built  here  without  some  assistance  from  abroad, 
I  will  suggest  the  raising  of  a  subscription  among  the  Catholics  of  Mary- 
land, the  amount  of  which  to  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  a  church 
and  academy  in  Detroit,  under  the  direction  of  the  pastor,  to  prevent 
the  constant  and  troublesome  interference  of  some  of  the  church 
wardens." 

To  show"  how  he  was  universally  loved  and  respected  by  his  Protestant 
follow-citizens,  in  1807  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  and  other  Protes- 
tant gentlemen  invited  him  to  preach  to  them  in  the  English  language. 

''Although  I  was  sensible  of  my  incapacity,"  he  writes  to  Bishop 
Caroll,  "as  there  was  no  English  minister  here  of  any  denomination,  I 
thought  it  might  be  of  some  utility  to  take  possession  of  the  ground." 
He  accordingly  held  his  English  meetings  at  noon  every  Sunday  in  the 
council  house,  where  he  delivered  instructions  on  the  general  principles 
of  the  Christian  religion,  the  principles  to  be  adopted  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  truth,  the  causes  of  our  errors,  the  spirituality  and  immortality  of 
the  soul,  and  the  evidences  of  Christianity  in  general. 

Father  Richard's  zeal  for  his  flock  inspired  him  with  the  idea  of  es- 
tablishing a  printing  press  in  this  city,  and  to  commence  the  publica- 
tion of  a  French  paper  and  books.  For  this  purpose  he  sent  to  the  city 
of  Baltimore  for  the  type  and  press  in  1800,  and  the  materials  in  due 
course  of  time  came  by  land  over  mountainous  roads,  bringing  along  Mr. 
James  M.  Miller,  the  first  printer,  to  Detroit.     During  the  year  1809, 
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Aupnst  31,  the  first  number  of  a  small  sheet  entitled  in  French,  '^Essai 
(lit  Michigan,"  made  its  first  appearance,  and  was  continued  for  a  time, 
but  in  those  davs  the  distance  which  separated  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  irregularity  of  the  mails,  led  to  the  discontinuance  of  his 
journal.  His  press,  however,  which  was  the  first  introduced  into  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  United  States,  and  was  for  several  years  the 
only  printinj;  apparatus  in  Mii-hij^an.  did  useful  service  under  his  direc 
tion.  Soon  after  the  susjxMision  of  his  pa|)er  he  applied  himself  to  the 
publishinj;  of  relifjious  books,  in  French  and  Kn<ilisli,  such  as  /.'/  'hmniah' 
(III  Chirticn,  j)ublished  in  ISll,  and  a  large  booic  called  "Epistle  and 
Gospel  for  Sundays  and  Holidays  in  the  y«'ar,"  jtublished  in  1812,  in 
English  and  French.  Also,  catechism  and  other  suuill  religious  works, 
intended  to  supply  his  flock.  He  also  had  a  bindery  attached  to  his 
printing  office.  The  ])ress  was  also  useful  in  ])rinting  deeds  for  the  (jOv- 
ernor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory,  and  wiien  the  English  took  jiossesion 
of  Detroit  in  1S12,  they  had  (Jeueial  Drocks's  proclamation  printi'd  on 
it.  it  being  the  only  ju-inring  establishment  in  the  whole  northwest. 

Theopliilus  Mettez,  now  deceased,  was  an  apiuentice  in  the  ottice  under 
Mr.  Coxshaw,  who  succeeded  Miller.  He  was  a  native  of  this  city,  and 
was  the  first  printer  boy.  He  was  an  honest,  industrious,  and  upright 
citizen,  notwithstanding  the  sneering  allusion  made  to  him  at  our  last 
regular  me<'ting  by  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Detroit  Bar. 

The  office  of  the  Eftsal  du  Mivhujan,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction 
of  the  old  town,  was  for  a  long  time  located  at  Springwells,  in  the  house 
of  Jacques  Lasselle  ujton  what  is  now  called  the  Stanton  farm.  One 
part  of  the  house  was  used  to  live  in,  another  part  for  his  chapel,  and  an- 
other for  his  printing-office,  and  another  for  a  school.  Tarts  of  the  old 
printing-offi<e  are  still  in  existence  in  this  city,  and  are  relics  of  antique 
curiosity  worthy  of  being  preserved  for  the  curiosity  of  coming  genera- 
tions. 

Father  Richard,  by  his  fearless  advocacy  of  American  principles  and 
denunciations  of  the  tyranny  of  England,  had  made  himself  obnoxious  to 
the  Hritish,  who  in  the  war  of  1S12,  violently  seized  and  caiiii-d  him  a 
prisoner  to  Sandwich  near  this  ('ity.  During  his  captivity  he,  by  his 
elo(|uence  and  influence  over  the  barbarous  Indians,  jiersuaded  many  from 
torturing  American  prisoners  who  unfortunately  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  British  under  the  disgraceful  surrender  of  (len.  Hull. 

Upon  his  return  to  Detroit,  the  consequence  of  the  «levastating  policy 
of  the  war  was  s«'en  in  an  exticme  dearth  of  food,  bordering  on  famine,  to 
which  his  pi'ople  were  reduced.  His  first  attention  was  ther«'fore  im- 
p<*riously  demanded  for  the  relief  of  their  temporal  wants.  He  pur- 
chased a  larg«*  (piantity  of  i)rovisions  and  distributed  them  gratuitously 
to  all  who  were  in  need,  and  as  long  as  scarcity  lasted,  so  long  did  his 
untiring  charity  continue  to  be  the  living  providence  of  the  destitute. 

As  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  Father  Kicliard  lendeicd  important 
service  to  his  adopti-d  c(uintiy,  and  his  example  will  always  shine 
prominently  among  the  many  instances  which  liav»'  signalized  the  true 
and  fervent  dev(ttioti  of  Catholic  clergymen  of  foieigii  bii-Ih  to  the  honor 
and  welfare  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  Detroit  Coiirin-  published  in  IS.'?;',  by  the  late  rharh's  rieland.  in 
speaking  of  Father  Richard,  said: 

"Though  a  European  by  bir-th  he  was  an  A  inei  ii;in  in  feeling,  always 
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evincing  a  firm  attachment  to  American  institutions  and  republican  prin- 
ciples. The  influence  be  exerted  and  the  part  which  he  took  in  the  late 
war  (1812)  evinced  in  an  eminent  degree  the  extent  of  his  patriotism  and 
the  value  he  placed  on  American  liberty." 

The  following  year  (1817)  the  late  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Flaget  of  the  diocese 
of  Bardstown,  Kentucky,  who  now  had  the  spiritual  control  of  the  north- 
west, undertook  a  journey  to  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  healing  the 
dissension  which  unhappily  existed  between  Father  Richard  and  the 
trustees;  and  upon  his  arrival  here  set  himself  to  work,  and  his  efforts 
were  crowned  with  complete  success.  The  preliminaries  having  been 
satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  party  having  signed  the 
pastoral  letter  pf  the  bishop,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  he  determined  to 
render  the  ceremony  of  removing  the  interdict  as  public  and  as  solemn 
as  possible.  For  this  purpose  he  was  conducted  to  their  church  in  grand 
procession.  The  discharge  of  cannon  announced  the  approaching  cere- 
mony; the  music  of  the  United  States  regimental  band  mingled  with  that 
of  the  chanters  in  the  procession;  addresses  were  delivered  in  French  and 
in  English.  An  affecting  public  reconciliation  took  place  between  the 
factious  trustees  and  party  and  their  venerable  pastor,  who  shed  tears  of 
joy  on  the  occasion.  A  collection  of  $500  was  taken  upon  the  spot,  which 
the  bishop  considered  a  substantial  omen  of  a  permanent  peace. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the 
Territory  for  a  site  for  the  new  church.  Accordingly  Father  Richard 
petitioned  the  Land  Board,  and  upon  his  application  the  Governor  and 
Judges  passed  the  following  resolution  at  their  session  held  October  2, 
1806: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  Roman  Catholic  church  be  built  in  the  center  of 
the  Little  Military  Square,  having  120  feet  vacant  on  every  side;  that  the 
ground  of  section  No.  1,  adjoining  to  the  burying-ground  fronting  on  East 
and  West  avenue,  200  feet  wide,  and  running  200  feet  deep,  and  bounded 
on  the  three  other  sides  by  three  streets,  and  also  one  acre  more  in 
adjacent  section,  between  No.  1  and  the  Court-house  Circus." 

To  the  question  of  locating  St.  Anne's  church  there  were  two  parties, 
one  headed  by  Mr.  Richard  and  some  of  the  trustees,  and  a  few  of  the 
congregation  were  for  locating  it  on  the  Little  Military  Square,  where  it 
now  stands  and  where  the  Governor  and  Judges  had  designated  that  it 
should  be  built.  But  another  faction,  headed  by  some  of  the  factious 
trustees,  wished  that  it  should  be  built  upon  the  spot  where  the  old  one 
formerly  stood,  which  question  led  to  a  great  deal  of  unpleasant  trouble 
from  both  parties;  but  Mr.  Richard  was  determined  to  gain  the  day,  and 
so  he  did;  incourse  of  time  our  French  habitans  saw  their  error  and  made 
ample  apology  to  him. 

On  the  same  day  was  proposed  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner-stone 
of  St.  Anne's  church,  the  foundation  of  which  had  been  commenced  by 
him  the  same  year.  Upon  this  occasion  Bishop  Flaget  announced  to  the 
congregation  that  the  sacred  edifice  about  being  erected  would  become 
the  cathedral  of  the  25th  State  of  the  Union.  The  anticipation  of  such 
an  event  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  more  extensive  plan  for  the  church  than 
had.  been  originally  contemplated.  Its  increased  dimensions,  however, 
of  116  feet  in  length  by  60  in  width,  added  considerable  to  the  proposed 
expenditure,  and  for  some  time  the  zealous  pastor  was  much  embarrassed 
by  the  pecuniary  obligations  which  he  had  incurred. 

It  had  long  been  a  cherished  object  of  Father  Richard  to  lay  the  corner- 
stone upon  the  anniversary  day  upon  which  the  old  church  was  destroyed 
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In  the  old  town,  and  for  this  ])nrposo  he  had  waited  the  arrival  of  his 
liislKtp  for  tho  iniposin*:  cei'eniony,  which  took  jilace  with  much  itonip  oa 
the  11th  dav  of  June,  l!-flS.  just  i:{  years  after  the  destruction  of  the  old 
church. 

Father  Kichar<l  continued  the  w(uk  ujion  St.  Anne's  church  until  his 
means  weie  entirely  exhausted,  and  then  his  fertile  ima<;ination  conceived 
the  idea  of  issuinj;  due  hills  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred  dollars, 
jtayable  upon  presentation, — the  hi«;hest  amount  beinj;  ^1, — in  order  that 
the  work  ujion  his  church  mij^ht  jiroj^ress  with  more  rapidity.  These  due 
hills  were  tak<'n  both  by  conti-actors  and  workmen.  IJut  Father  Richard, 
like  all  other  <rreat  and  j:ood  men,  was  destined  to  meet  with  some  trials 
and  drawbacks  in  this  his  noble  undertaking.  ()n<'  of  liis  contractors, 
by  the  name  of  'N'oun^'.  <,'(it  hold  in  some  way  or  other  of  Father  Richard's 
blank  due  bills  and  forjjed  his  name  to  them  to  the  amount  of  some  |700 
or  f 80(1,  which  he  freely  circulated  amonjj  the  people,  and  Father  Richard 
did  not  discover  the  forgery  until  too  late,  when  he  had  so  honestly  re- 
deenu'd  the  whole  amount.  The  rascality  and  villainy  of  this  contractor 
c(»nti-ibut<'(l  a  gicat  deal  to  retard  the  jiroj^ress  of  this  edifice,  whicli  was 
the  tiist  one  erected  since  the  tire  of  1805. 

Nevertheless,  we  find  this  zealous  pastor  struggling;  manfully  in  his 
etfoits  to  finish  his  church,  and  endeavoring,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to 
surmount  them,  not  only  like  the  true  philosopher,  but  like  the  true 
Cliristian  as  he  was. 

And  on  account  of  this  villiany  the  work  uj»on  St.  Anne's  became  sus- 
pended for  a  time  for  tlie  want  of  funds,  but  Father  Richard  would  not 
rest, — no,  not  hel  Jle  resorted  to  another  exi»edient.  He  now  conceived 
the  idea  of  consti'ucting  fishing  seines  f(U'  the  jiurpose  of  catching  fish 
from  tlu'  Detroit  Jiiver  in  order  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  to  continue 
the  work  upon  his  church.  And  like  I'eter  of  old,  (Jod  blessed  the  fruits 
of  his  labor  by  an  overwhelmingly  large  (juantity  of  the  tinny  tribes, 
lieal  good  luck  attended  his  fishing,  and  the  conse(|uence  was  that  a  large 
(juantity  was  salted  and  jtacked,  and  sent  forward  to  the  Eastern  markets, 
and  there  found  imnu-diate  sale,  which  soon  enabled  him  to  continue  his 
labors  upon  the  church.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  his  fish,  and  what 
contiibutions  his  poor  congi-egat  ion  were  enabled  to  extend  from  time  to 
time,  soon  enabled  him  to  complete  the  basement  of  St.  Anne's  so  as  to 
be  used  as  a  chapel,  and  the  services  were  lield  in  there  for  several  years 
after,  or  at  least  until  the  upjier  part  was  finished. 

The  contract  f<U'  hauling  the  stone  was  given  to  Jean  Itaptiste  St. 
Armour  and  Louis  I)esolc(»ur,  both  of  whom  ait*  now  deceased.  The  last 
named  lost  his  life  from  falling  oveiboaid  of  one  of  the  loaded  hattrau.r  in 
the  I>eti-oit  River.  The  stone  was  (piarried  from  one  of  the  small  islands 
Im'1<»\\.  The  contract  of  the  joinei-  woik  was  given  to  the  man  ^'oung. 
who  so  rascally  defrauded  l'\ither  Richard  afteiward.  The  mason  work 
was  done  by  the  day.  undei-  his  immediate  superint«'ndeuce. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Father  Richard,  in  the  building  of  St. 
Anne's  con<eived  the  iih-a  of  placing  several  langes  of  black  bottles  on 
ea<li  side  of  the  inner  walls.  s<»  as  to  facilitate  the  speaker's  voice  from 
the  jtulpit.  but  it  was  soon  foiiiul  that   they  weie  of  but   very  little  use. 

The  style  of  the  clniich  is  (»f  the  Corinthian  older,  finished  in  front  with 
two  sfe<*ples.  On  the  centej-  of  the  roof  there  was  an  o<tag<Mial  dome  Wi) 
feet  high  and  I'.O  in  diametei-.  This  dome  has  since  been  taken  down.  .\t 
the  rear  end  of  the  church  lher<'  were  also  two  small  steeples,  which  stood 
on  each  side;  they  also  have  been  taken  dowv  since.     The  pi-esent  bell  in 
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the  eastern  tower  was  saved  from  the  steeple  of  the  old  church  in  the  old 
town,  also  the  present  pulpit,  two  of  the  side  altars,  aU  of  which  were 
saved  from  the  fire  of  1805. 

To  Father  Richard  also  belongs  the  credit  of  importing  from  France 
the  first  organ  and  the  first  piano  here.  The  little  organ  was  used  for  a 
time  by  him,  and  it  was  given  afterward  to  the  Trinity  Church  (Irish) 
after  his  death.  It  is  now  used,  I  understand,  in  St.  Joseph's  Church 
(German),  on  the  corner  of  Orleans  and  Gratiot  streets,  in  this  city.  At 
his  death  he  left  several  musical  manuscripts  of  his  own  composition, 
which  were  pronounced  by  musical  artists  as  very  good  compositions. 

In  the  year  1821  he  undertook  a  journey  through  the  vast  district  under 
his  charge,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of  Catholics  among 
the  white  and  Indian  population  of  the  Northwest,  that  the  bishop  might 
know  the  different  posts  which  required  a  resident  clergyman.  Having 
left  Detroit  in  July  of  the  above-named  year,  he  spent  tliree  weeks  at 
Mackinaw  in  missionary  duty,  after  which  he  embarked  upon  Lake  Michi- 
gan in  a  large  hatteau,  encamping  every  night  with  his  party  on  land. 
They  were  occupied  an  entire  month  in  coasting  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
lake.  On  arriving  at  Marquette  River  they  were  detained  several  days  by 
contrary  winds,  which  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  about  the 
burial  place  of  Father  Jacque*  Marquette,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  so  dis- 
tinguished for  having  been  the  first  European  to  explore  the  Mississippi 
River  and  discover  its  mouth  in  1671;  but  still  more  illustrious  for  having 
founded  the  missionary  stations  of  Mackinaw,  Point  St.  Ignace,  and 
Arbre  Croche. 

''The  Indians,"  says  Father  Richard,  ''conducted  me  to  the  spot  where 
the  river  emptied  in  1675,  where  Father  Marquette  died  on  the  18th  da^ 
of 'May.  Its  mouth  is  now  at  least  3,000  feet  more  to  the  south  than  at 
that  time,  between  two  capes  about  50  feet  high,  which  appear  to  have 
been  separated  by  the  joint  action  of  the  winds  and  waves.  The  spot 
which  they  pointed  out  to  me  is  about  240  feet  from  the  shore  of  the  lake, 
south  of  the  former  bed  of  the  river,  but  2,800  feet  north  of  its  present 
course.  It  is  a  well-ascertained  fact  recorded  by  travelers  and  even 
Protestant  writers,  and  confirmed  by  popular  tradition,  that  a  few  weeks 
after  the  death  of  Father  Marquette  the  river  changed  its  course,  as  if 
through  respect  for  the  precious  remains  of  that  saintly  man.  I  planted 
a  cross  there,  in  the  presence  of  eight  Ottawa  Indians  and  two  white  men, 
placing  it  in  the  spot  where,  according  to  the  Indians,  a  former  one  had 
stood,  but  which  had  been  carried  away  by  the  wind  three  years  before. 
With  my  penknife  I  engraved  on  it  the  following  inscription:  'Fr.  J. 
Marquette  died  here  9th  May,  1675.'  " 

"On  Sunday  I  offered  up  the  holy  sacrifice  under  a  tent,  near  the  present 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  went  in  procession,  50  in 
number,  English,  Canadians,  and  Indians,  marching  two  by  two  along  the 
sandy  shore  of  the  lake,  and  singing  the  Litany  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  to 
the  grave  of  Father  Marquette.  You  may  conceive  that  it  was  easy  to 
be  eloquent  over  the  grave  of  a  missionary  who  is  said  in  the  tradition  of 
the  country  to  have  wrought  miracles.  After  singing  the  Libera  we  re- 
turned to  our  chapel  and  camp,  chanting  the  litanies  of  the  saints.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  wind,  which  had  been  adverse,  became  favorable,  which 
we  attributed  to  the  aid  of  the  good  missionary  whose  grave  had  been  the 
object  of  our  veneration." 

Father  Richard  had  been  invited  by  the  Pottawattomie  Indians  residing 
at  St.  Joseph's  River  to  assist  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  between 
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thoni  and  Tlie  (iovcriKn-  of  the  Northwest,  wliich  was  to  take  place  at  Chi- 
cajro;  but  the  unavoidable  delavs  on  his  jouiik-v  prevented  him  from  arriv- 
injr  in  time  and  rendering;  them  any  service  on  that  occasion.  He  had 
hoped  to  assist  them  in  their  i»etilion  to  have  a  missionary  stationed 
among  them.  As  some  time  would  elapse  before  an  opportunity  would 
present  itself  of  returning  to  Detroit  by  the  lakes,  he  traveled  south  to 
St.  Louis,  and  thence  proceeded  by  land  to  Bardstown,  Kentucky,  and 
Cincinnati.  At  the  latter  \)\avQ  he  was  jtresent  at  the  ordination  of  the 
late  Rev.  Vincent  liadin.  who  a  few  days  after  accompanied  him  to  De- 
troit as  an  assistant  missionary.  From  an  interesting  letter  of  Father 
Richard  to  Archbishop  Marechal,  of  Baltimore,  dated  December  22,  1822, 
we  learn  that  there  were  only  five  churches  or  chapels  in  Michigan  and 
the  Northwest,  with  a  Catholic  population  of  about  0,000  whites,  and  a 
certain  number  among  the  diflfcn-ent  savage  tribes  of  that  region.  For  the 
service  of  this  immense  district  of  country  Father  Richard  had  no  assist- 
ance but  that  of  the  Rev.  Father  Badin,  above  mentioned. 

In  the  year  182.S  he  was  mentioned  a  delegate  to  represent  the  interests 
of  Michigan  in  Congress,  against  the  late  Gen.  John  R.  Williams  and 
Maj.  John  Biddle.  The  contest  was  warm  and  quite  animated.  Several 
addresses  of  a  very  inflammatory  character  were  published  and,  of  course 
all  directed  against  him,  luit  the  humble  priest  and  honorable  citizen  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority. 

I  will  here  remark  that  Father  Richard  was  principally  supported  by 
his  Protestant  fellow-citizens;  all  honor  to  them,  I  say.  He  was  put 
forward  by  them,  and,  with  the  aid  of  some  of  our  more  sensible  French 
citizens,  he  was  triumphantly  elected.  It  was  with  the  hope  of  being 
useful  to  his  fellow-citizens  and  of  liquidating  his  debts  incurred  in  build- 
ing his  church  that  he  had  consented  to  become  a  candidate  for  con- 
gressional honors.  But  his  seat  was  contested  by  Major  Biddle.  upon  the 
ground  that  he  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  not  having  gone 
through  the  formula  of  naturalization,  when  a  committee  of  the  Mouse 
was  a[tj)ointed  to  investigate  the  case,  and  reported,  saying  that  it  was 
not  necessary.  His  demeanor  in  the  House  commanded  great  respect;  he 
spoke  but  little,  and  that  little  wisely,  and  did  much  for  his  constituents 
and  for  the  Union, 

The  appropriations  for  roads  made  at  his  instance,  and  other  acts, 
attest  the  efticiency  of  his  services  in  the  National  Legislature.  Through 
his  exertions  he  succeeded  in  having  apju-ojiriation  bills  passed  for  the 
opening  of  several  roads  which  now  lead  into  our  beautiful  city,  such  as 
the  Foit  Ciratiot  i-oad.  I'ontiac  road,  (Jrainl  River  road,  and  the  Chicago 
road,  all  (»f  which  will  stand  as  a  perpetual  monument  to  his  industry  and 
zeal  for  his  constituents.  And  while  there  be  exerted  himself  in  behalf 
of  the  Indian  tribes  who  belonged  to  his  flock,  and  who  had  mad«'  him 
the  bearer  of  many  petitions  to  the  President  of  the  ITnited  States. 

After  having  served  a  term  in  Congress  with  honor  to  himself  and 
credit  to  his  const  it  uents,  he  was  again  nominated  and  put  forward  by  his 
friends  against  the  late  Hon.  Austin  K.  Wing.  The  contest,  as  in  the 
previous  one.  be<-aine  (|uite  wai'm  and  animated,  but  this  time  he  was 
defeated  through  the  apathy  of  his  own  jieople,  the  French,  when  six 
votes  more  would  have  elected  him.  Our  French  citizens  would  not  sup- 
port him  for  the  reason  that  they  thotight  that  a  clergyman  had  no  busi- 
ness is  legiKlativ<'  halls.  But  it  was  for  their  own  benelit  and  good  that 
he  had  consente<l  to  run,  as  nearly  his  whole  salary  went   toward  li(piida- 
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ting  the  debts  that  had  been  contracted  in  building,  etc.,  St.  Anne's 
church,  but  they  were  blind  to  their  own  interests. 

The  Rev.  Father  Galitzin,  a  distinguished  missionary  of  that  period, 
remarked  to  him;  ''When  I  heard  of  your  election  to  Congress  I  disap- 
proved of  it  at  once;  but  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  if  you  can 
manage  to  have  a  seat  in  Congress  all  your  life,  you  will  do  more  good 
for  religion  with  your  salary  than  many  other  missionaries  with  all  their 
zeal  and  preaching." 

Thus  spoke  a  missionary  distinguished  for  his  learning  and  zeal  for 
religion,  and  his  opinion  was  that  of  the  entire  clergy  of  the  United  States, 
His  zealousness  and  sincere  virtues  are  worthy  of  imitation  by  our  repre- 
sentative elect. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1824,  the  laborious  pastor  of  Detroit,  who 
was  also  Vicar  General  of  the  Bishop  of  Cincinnati,  for  Michigan  and  the 
Northwestern  Territories,  had  the  consolation  to  receive  the  aid  of  two 
excellent  clergymen  from  Europe^  Messrs.  Dejean  and  Bellany,  the  former 
of  whom  became  the  apostle  of  the  Ottawa  tribe  of  Indians. 

When  Father  Richard  first  visited  the  latter  tribe  at  Arbre  Croche,  in 
the  year  1799,  he  found  only  one  who  had  been  baptized;  in  1829  the  num- 
ber of  fervent  Christians  among  them  exceeded  700.  Among  the  Potta- 
wattomies,  Father  Stephen  Badin  and  others  labored  with  considerable 
success.  Nothing  can  be  more  affecting  or  more  edifying  than  the  inter- 
view which  took  place  in  July,  1830,  between  the  chief  of  that  tribe 
Pokagon,  and  Father  Richard,  to  whom  he  applied  for  a  resident  mis- 
sionary. After  supplicating  the  good  priest  in  the  most  earnest  manner 
to  send  a  clergyman  to  the  Pottawattomies,  he  observed  to  him  that  they 
prayed  every  morning  and  evening,  men,  women,  and  children,  and  also 
fasted  two  days  before  Sunday,  according  to  the  tradition  of  their  an- 
cestors. "There,"  said  he,  "are  the  prayers  we  have  learned;  see  if  I 
know  them  properly."  Then  falling  upon  his  knees,  and  making  the  sign 
of  the  cross  with  great  respect,  he  recited  the  Our  Father,  Hail  Mary, 
the  Apostles'  Creed,  and  the  Ten  Commandments  of  God,  without  the 
slighest  mistake.  He  was  deeply  moved  by  this  affecting  address,  which 
he  answered  by  an  expression  of  sentiments  worthy  of  the  pastor,  animat- 
ed by  a  tender  charity  and  compassion  for  his  spiritual  children.  By 
the  means  which  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  "Association  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Faith,"  he  was  enabled  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  wants  o£  the  district  under  his  charge,  and  he  had  the  happiness  to 
see  churches  erected  in  different  places,  and  schools  established  at  Green 
Bay,  Arbre  Croche,  and  St.  Joseph. 

Instead  of  one  priest  to  assist  him  in  his  labors,  he  now  beheld  eight 
devoting  themselves  with  zeal  to  the  functions  of  the  holy  ministry. 

On  the  27th  day  of  February,  1832,  Major  Henry  Whiting  addressed 
him  a  note,  informing  him  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Historical 
Society  of  Michigan,  he  was  invited  by  a  resolution  to  deliver  the  anni- 
versary discourse.  To  which  Father  Richard  replied  bv  letter,  dated 
February  28,  1832,  as  follows: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  received  this  day  your  favor  of  yesterday,  as  well  as 
a  copy  of  your  address  delivered  before  the  Historical  Society,  in  the 
month  of  June  of  the  year  1831,  for  which  I  return  you  my  thanks.  You 
inform  me  that  I  have  been  requested,  by  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last 
anniversary  meeting  of  the  Historical  Society,  to  deliver  the  next  anni- 
versary discourse  before  the  society.  The  honor  conferred  on  me  by  this 
resolution  is  duly  appreciated  by  me,  and  I  regret  that  the  extent  of  my 
^     correspondence,  the  multiplicity  of  my  clerical  functions  during  the  forty 
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or  fifty  days  preceding,  and  as  many  following  the  holy  days  of  Easter, 
and  several  other  pressing  and  iinconrrollable  tireunistances,  do  ini- 
jieriously  prevent  me  from  acMcjjting  a  task  which  I  consider  a  duty  in  all 
good  citizens,  to  assist  in  preserving  for  the  benetit  of  the  society  the 
facts  (if  the  early  transactions  which  have  taken  place  in  our  Territory, 
A  well-digested  sumniaiy  of  the  most  interesting  and  most  instructive 
facts  scattered  in  many  relations  and  letters,  either  in  print  or  in  manu 
script,  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  have  an  access  within  a  period  of  six 
and  perhaps  even  twelve  months,  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  would  re- 
(juire  a  great  deal  more  time  than  I  can  possibly  command.  My  views 
of  the  subject  would  be  to  consult  all  the  most  approved  authors,  and  the 
most  authentice  relations  of  the  first  establishment  of  the  P^uropeans 
within  the  northwestein  part  of  the  American  continent.  An  introduc 
tion.  or  rather  a  whole  discourse,  in  which  sliouhl  be  collected  and  eluci- 
dated by  useful  remarks  and  pertinent  conclusions,  should  prectMle.  The 
utility  of  this  manner  of  treating  of  the  antiquities  of  our  territory  in 
reference  to  our  geography,  to  the  manners,  customs  and  arts  of  its  in 
habitants,  to  their  ancient  historical  and  religious  traditions,  etc.,  is 
obvious  to  every  one.  But  its  nmgnitude  should  require  several  years. 
Therefctre.  I  ask  to  be  excused  and  to  oiler  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  His- 
t((rical  Society  my  best  wishes  for  the  most  complete  success  in  their, 
truly  useful  operations. 

\'erv  respectfullv,  I  am,  sir.  vour  most  obedient  servant. 

GAHKIEL  KICHAKD. 

.Ma.hik  H.  \\'niTi.\(j. 

It  will  be  perceived  at  once,  by  the  letter  just  read,  that  Father  Kichard 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  society,  and  he  jxtints  out  the 
line  of  policy  to  be  pursued  in  prosecuting  its  researches  in  the  early  his- 
tory (»f  Michigan  and  the  Northwest.  In  every  public  undertaking  he 
cooperated  with  Iris  fellow-citizens  and  lent  his  aid  as  far  as  his  means  or 
time  would  permit. 

In  the  year  18'i2  that  scourge  of  nations,  the  Asiatic  cholei-a,  smote  the 
people  of  Detroit,  and  laid  prostr-ate  many  of  its  inhabitants — friends  and 
foes,  the  young  and  the  old;  the  delicate  and  the  str-ong  were  not  spared, 
and  Detroit  presented  at  this  dreadful  season  a  deserted  city,  with  rreai'ly 
one-half  of  its  inhabitants  either*  dead  or'  dyiirg.  aird  the  r-est  havirrg  taken 
flight  to  other  parts  throirgh  fear;  but  in  tire  midst  of  this  awful  epidemic 
where  was  (iabriel  Uichard?  lie  was  at  his  jiost.  like  a  soldier.  Faith- 
ful and  true  to  his  Hock,  anrid  the  dying  and  the  dead  he  was  administer- 
ing the  consolations  of  religion  to  them,  night  and  «lay,  "thorrgh  atllicted 
himself  with  syrrrptonrs  of  the  |>revailirrg  epideirric  for  near-l.v  three 
nronths,  and  iirost  of  the  tirrre  gr-eatly  debilitated,  he  never  ceased  to  dis- 
<-harge  the  duties  of  his  otVrcc  with  Iris  accirstorrred  zeal,  until  he  was  at 
leirgth  completely  over|iower"ed  by  dis<'ase.'  W'herr,  a  few  days  after*  the 
attack,  he  was  infoirrred  that  he  could  not  survive  it.  lie  expressed  his 
willingness  to  die,  and  after  receiving  the  last'sacr'amerrts  of  the  chirrch, 
he  calmly  expired  with  those  words  of  holy  Sinreon  on  his  lips:  **Now, 
<►  Lord,  dost  Th(»ir  dismiss  Thy  ser-vanl  according  to  Thy  woi'd,  in  peace." 
His  death  to(»k  place  orr  the  l."'»th  day  of  Se|»teruber\  is:',:!,  at  the  age  of  r>7 
years  11  moirthsan<l  '2  days,  and  after  exercisirrg  his  ministry  nearly  alone 
f<)r  the  space  of  L'l  years,  arrd  after*  a  residerrce  irr  the  city  of  .'M  year's  and 
<i  rniinths. 

Thrrs  died  ( Iabriel  Kichard  after*  a  lorrg  life  devoted  erilir(*ly  to  ( iod  ami 
mankind.  Hardly  had  his  immortal  spirit  left  its  mortal  body  than  the 
news  of  his  death  spr*ead  lhr*orrghoirt  the  city  with  the  lajiidity  of  light 
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ning,  and  all  classes  and  religious  denominations  vied  with  each  other  in 
mingling  their  deep  sorrow  at  such  a  loss.  He  had  gone  "to  that  bourne 
from  whence  no  one  returneth.''  His  place  could  not  be  filled,  it  has  not 
since,  neither  will  it  ever  be.  His  death  was  a  public  calamity^  The 
funeral  day  came,  and  his  remains,  dressed  with  the  robe  of  his  sacred 
office,  lav  in  state  in  the  sanctu'ary  of  his  church,  with  his  face  exposed 
to  the  view  of  his  congregation.  From  early  morn  until  dark  was  the 
church  filled  with  the  multitude  who  had  come  from  all  quarters  to  take  a 
last  glimpse  of  him.  His  reni'ains  were  followed  to  the  grave  amid  the 
solemn  tolling  of  all  the  bells  of  the  city,  and  followed  by  a  large  con- 
course of  citizens  of  all  classes  and  denominations,  who  evinced  the  deep- 
est sorrow  at  this  afflicting  bereavement.  At  the  grave  the  Rev.  Frede- 
rick Baraga,  late  Bishop  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  delivered  an  eloquent  eulogy 
upon  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased,  and  was  to  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  Hon.  William  Woodbridge,  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour  pre^ 
vented  him  from  delivering  it. 

After  having  been  buried  in  the  cemetery  about  three  years  he  was 
exhumed  for  the  purpose  of  being  transferred  to  a  stone  vault  which  had 
been  prepared  to  receive  his  remains,  under  St.  Anne's  Church,  where  he 
is  still  entombed.  At  the  time  of  his  being  exhumed  his  coffin  was  opened 
and  hi&  remains  were  found  to  be  intact.  His  face  appeared  the  same  as 
upon  the  day  he  breathed  his  last.  Energy  and  decision  were  prominent 
traits  in  the  character  of  this  excellent  man.  He  was  remarkable  for  his 
unremitting  application  to  the  duties  of  his  ministry  and  his  untiring 
zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  his  church.  In  his  ec- 
clesiastical functions  he  was  constant  and  indefatigable.  Bishop  Fen 
wick,  in  speaking  of  him,  said,  "He  was  the  oldest,  the  most  respectable, 
and  the  most  meritorious  missionary  in  Michigan."  With  this  distingush- 
ed  appreciation  of  Father  Eichard's  worth  as  an  apostle  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion to  recommend  him  some  years  before  his  death  as  a  priest  eminently 
qualified  by  his  zeal,  learning,  and  piety  to  be  appointed  the  first  Bishop 
of  Detroit. 

This  undoubtedly  would  have  occurred  had  he  not  been  involved  in  an 
unfortunate  law^-suit  with  a  membei'  of  his  congregation,  and  which 
caused  him  to  be  imprisoned  and  afterward  placed  on  the  limits,  all  of 
which  was  incompatible  for  a  bishop  who  had  to  visit  his  diocese. 

Such  was  the  life  and  character  of  Gabriel  Richard,  Yicar  General  of 
Michigan. 

His  mortal  remains  now  lie  entombed  in  his  own  beloved  church,  and 
his  immortal  spirit  has  ascended  to  the  God  who  gave  it;  but  the  influence 
of  his  wise  counsels,  his  holy  zeal,  his  Christian  example,  remains  with  us 
yet.  It  lives  in  the  best  affections  of  his  people  who  yet  survive  him,  and 
is  engraven  upon  their  memories.  It  warms  and  invigorates  their  hearts 
as  they  assemble  to  worship  God  in  the  temple  reared  by  his  exertions; 
it  tends  to  keep  them  alive  to  the  holy  influence  of  the  religion  he  so 
ardently  inculcated  among  them,  and  to  guide  their  footsteps  in  the  path- 
way of  religion  and  virtue.  May  that  influence  continue  in  all  its  fresh- 
ness and  vigor  "until  the  Mighty  Angel,  planting  one  foot  on  earth  and 
the  other  on  the  ocean,  shall  lift  his  hand  to  Heaven  and  swear  by  Him 
that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever  that  time  shall  be  no  more." 

"May  it  resist  tlie  empire  of  decay 
When  time  is  o'er,  and  worlds  have  passed  away; 
Cold  in  tlie  dust  the  perislied  heart  may  lie. 
But  that  which  warmed  it  once  can  never  die." 

63 
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DETROIT  IN  1815-10. 
BY    SAMUEL    ZL'G.     SECRETARY    OF    THE    DETROIT    PIONEER    SOCIETY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Detuoit  Pioneer  Society, — I  have  in  my  posses- 
sion i>ait  of  a  lu'wspapcr  imblishcd  in  Ddroit  in  18:U,  containing'  an  ac- 
count of  tlie  bniklinjis  in  the  city  in  ISl.j-KI.  I  have  also  a  leiniut  of  the 
same  publislied  in  the  "Advertisei*,"  Jan.  7th,  1858,  with  exphmations  of 
the  locality  of  some  of  the  i)laees.  I  copy  the  first  article,  and  some  of  the 
explanations  from  the  second,  and  add  others  that  will  enable  those  now 
livinji  (1870)  to  locate  the  jtlaces. 

The  act  to  incorporate  the  cltif  of  Detroit  was  passed  Oct.  24,  1815. 

By  this  account,  at  that  early  day  our  city  must  have  been  a  very  small 
place.  For  aid  in  locdtin;/  some  of  these  places,  I  am  indebted  to  earlier 
residents,  and  to  oldcM-  heads  than  mine. 

In  1815-lG  there  was  but  one  wharf  in  front  of  Detroit.  This  was 
called  the  ''public  wharf;"  it  consisted  merely  of  a  pier,  formed  by  a  crib 
of  lojrs,  filled  in  with  stone  or  gravel,  and  about  150  feet  from  the  shore, 
with  which  it  was  connected  by  a  bridge  or  plank  way.  All  vessels, 
public  or  private,  had  to  load  at  this  wharf.  The  rest  of  the  water-front 
of  the  place  was  nearly  in  a  state  of  nature.  After  other  wharves  were' 
built,  the  bridge  (if  tliis  old  one  fell  into  decay.  This  wharf  was  built 
where  Buhl  &  Ducharme's  luirdware  store  now  is,  on  Woodbridge  street. 

The  buildings  then  standing  nearest  the  water's  edge,  were  the  public 
store  house, — taken  down  in  1830.  This  small  store  house  was  the  last 
remnant  of  tlie  town  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1805. 

That  part  of  the  city  south  of  Michigan  avenue  (north  of  Larned), 
west  of  (Jiiswold  street,  and  east  of  the  Cass  farm  line,  together  with  that 
(.south  of  Lanied)  to  tlu:"  water,  and  west  of  Wayne  street,  to  the  Cass  line, 
excejit  a  strip  along  the  west  line  of  Wayne  street,  south  of  JetVerson  ave- 
nue, belonged  to  and  was  occupied  by  the  U.  S.  for  military  purposes, 
and  was  known  as  the  Military  Keserve. 

The  wharf  and  store  house  above  mentioned  belonged  to  the  United 
.States,  and  therefore  was  called  ''jmblic."  The  building  belonging  to  Mr. 
Hunt  was  west  of  and  near  Wayne  street. 

The  Meldrum  House,  still  standing  on  Woodbridge  slicet,  at  tlu'  corner 
of  the  alley  leading  down  between  Joseph  Campau's  and  Seeks'  house 
was  the  next  building.  This  was  a  two-story  wood  house,  a  little  east 
of,  and  opposite  the  Board  of  Trade  building,  and  was  taken  down  about 
ten  years  since.  In  this  house,  the  "Detroit  Gazette,"  established  in  1817, 
was  first  [)rinted. 

Neaily  o|»i»osite  where  Campbell's  tavein  nctw  stands  was  another 
smaller  building,  while  that  which  is  imniedi.itely  in  the  rear  of  the 
Camj»au's,  was  tin*  third  and  last  house  on  the  water's  edge,  between  the 
.Meldrnni  llon.^ie  and  Judge  .\bbott's  pi-esi'Ut  house. 

Campbell's  tavern  was  afterwards  the  "Kagle."  last  kept  by  B.  S.  Farns- 
worth.  It  stood  where  Farnsworth's  two  brick  stores  (No.s.  'M  and  X\) 
now  stand — at  present  occujued  by  a  conimission  and  a  candy  house.  At 
that  time  the  shore  line  was  nearly  up  to  \\  uodbridge  street.  Imnu'diately 
below  Judge  Abbott's  was  the  ferry  lioiise.  a  small  log  building  still  seen 
adjoining  his  i-ed  stoic,  where  tlie  jMist-onii-*'.  pr«>vious  to  iS.'tO.  was  kept. 
The  pfistolhce  was  kr|i|   by  .Judge  .biiiies  Abbott,  and  was  where  Allan 
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Sheldon  &  Co.'s  store  on  Woodward  avenue  now  stands.  The  ferry-house 
was  directly  below. 

On  the  east  side  of  Woodward  avenue,  or  Market  street,  stood  the 
Jermain  House,  nearest  to  the  water.  This  house  is  now  the  third  from 
the  corner  of  Atwater  street;  the  corner  being  vacant.  Nearly  in  the  rear 
of  the  Jermain  House  was  a  small  log  building  which  was  recently  pulled 
down.  Mrs.  McXitf's  house  (since  Major  Rowland's);  the  Elliot  House 
(where  Mr.  Sanderson  afterwards  built)  and  the  Magee  House,  still  stand- 
ing next  to  the  brick  market,  were  the  other  houses,  then  between  Market 
and  Randolph  streets.  On  the  other  side  of  that  street,  still  following 
the  course  of  the  water's  edge,  was  the  Bartlett  House,  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Lebot,  the  gunsmith.  A  small  building  and  a  tan-yard  (neither  now 
remaining)  filled  up  the  interval  between  Randolph  street,  and  the  Brush 
house  (still  standing)  was  at  the  gateway  of  the  pickets  on  that  side  of  the 
town.  These  pickets,  a  line  of  which  surrounded  the  town,  had  been 
erected  during  the  war,  immediately  preceding,  and  ran  from  this  gate- 
way at  the  Brush  house  up  to  Jefferson  avenue,  and  crossed  it  on  the 
eastern  line  of  Judge  Sibley's  present  place.  This  avenue  terminated 
there,  and  had  a  block-house  in  the  center  of  it.  The  pickets  extended 
thence  to  about  the  end  of  Michigan  avenue,  turning  near  La  Piere's 
house,  and  crossing  Woodward  avenue  near  Mr.  Fournier's  present  house, 
joined  the  pickets  around  the  military  grounds.  There  was  also  a  gate- 
way at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  near  what  is  now  the  Mansion  house, 
which  was  connected  by  pickets  with  the  military  grounds  on  that  side. 

The  Jermain  house  was  on  the  first  lot  north  of  Chauncey  Hurlbut's 
present  store.  The  vacant  corner  lot  is  where  Eaton's  store  now  is.  The 
small  log  building  w^as  on  the  lot  first  north  on  Bates  street,  and  where 
a  brick  building  stands,  now  occupied  by  ''Scheuts."  Mrs.  McNiff's  house 
was  on  the  lot  where  Hawkey's  malt  house  is,  on  the  east  side  of  Bates 
street.  The  Magee  and  Elliot  houses  were  on  the  north  side  of  Atwater 
street,  where  the  tw^o-story  brick  saloons  and  sailors'  boarding  houses 
now  stand.  The  brick  market  was  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Randolph 
and  Atwater  streets,  and  was  called  the  "Berthlet  market."  The  Berth- 
let  house  w^as  on  the  north  side  of  Atw^ater  street  and  a  little  east  from 
the  northeast  corner  of  Randolph  street.  The  Brush  house  was  near  the 
intersection  of  Atw^ater  and  Brush  streets,  and  the  pickets  ran  north, 
nearly  through  the  center  of  the  block  between  Randolph  and  Brush 
streets,  and  La  Piere's  house  was  at  their  intersection  with  Congress 
street, — Fournier's  on  Russell  House  corner.  In  ascending  Randolph 
street  from  the  water's  edge,  on  the  left-hand  side,  was  Lamothe's  house, 
standing  nearly  where  the  brick  market  now  stands,  and  Woodworth's; 
these,  with  the  house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Randolph  and  Wood- 
bridge  streets,  were  all  the  dwellings  between  the  water's  edge  and 
Jefferson  avenue.  The  old  Council  house,  then  only  one  story  high,  and 
Gov.  Hull's  (now  Major  Riddle's)  house,  formed  the  two  corners  of  Ran- 
dolph street  and  Jefferson  avenue.  The  present  brick  stable  opposite  to 
Woodworth's  was  then  standing.  On  the  opposite  corner  of  Randolph 
street  stood  the  wooden  part  of  Judge  Sibley's  present  house,  and  the 
office  of  the  old  Detroit  Bank,  a  small  brick  building,  occupying  the  site 
of  Major  Kearsley's  present  office.  There  w^ere  no  building  on  the  west 
side  of  Randolph  street  beyond  the  Bank.  Beyond  Judge  Sibley's,  on 
the  other  or  east  side,  were  seven  houses,  Boulinger's  (since  moved  or  torn 
down),  S.  Andre's  Major  Whipple's,  Judge  Abbott's,  Drouillard's  and  La 
Piere's. 
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Lainotlie's  house  wns  on  tlie  lot  on  the  nortliwest  corner  of  Atwater 
anil  Kandolph  streets,  afterwards  known  as  Ilcrthh-t  market,  and  de- 
stroyed by  tire  in  1S4S.  Woodworth's  liotcl.  burnt  by  the  same  tire,  stood 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  Jiandctlph  and  W'oodbridjre  streets.  The  old 
council  house  was  where  the  western  half  of  the  Fireman's  Hall  now 
stands.  Gov.  Hull's  was  where  the  Biddle  House  now  is,  and  a  little  east 
from  the  corner.  .Iudj;e  Sibley's  house  was  opposite  the  Biddle  House, 
and  Major  Kearslcy's  and  the  old  Detroit  Bank  were  on  the  northwest 
corn<M-.     The  Whipjtle  house  was  where  ('hopes'  wa<;on  shop  now  is. 

Ascen<lin;:  T.ates  street  in  the  same  manner,  Mrs.  McNilf's  house  on  one 
side  and  Mr.  Winjj's  (then  Hudson's)  on  the  other,  were  the  only  houses 
between  Woodbrid<i;e  street  and  the  water. 

Between  Woodbridpe  street  and  Jefferson  avenue  stood  the  present 
yellow  buildinfjj  of  Oen.  William's,  on  the  corner  of  Bates  and*  Wood- 
brid^^M-  streets,  and  Mrs.  Hank's  house  (still  standing)  nearly  opposite 
Gen.  Williams'  house  and  store  (a  one-story  wooden  buildinj;)  then  oc- 
cupied the  site  of  his  pre.sent  brick  stores.  Mr.  Peter  Desnoyers'  house 
(his  store  then  a  i)art  of  it)  occupied,  as  it  now  does,  the  northwest  corner 
opposite.  Between  .Jefferson  avenue  and  the  jtickets,  there  were  no  other 
houses  on  Bates  street,  exceiitinjr  a  small  loji  house  of  Mrs.  McMillan's 
at  the  corner  of  Larned  street. 

As  before  stated,  the  McXitf  house  was  where  the  malt  house  now  is; 
Winjis'  house  was  on  the  southwest<'rly  corner  of  Woodbridjre  and  Bates 
streets,  where  Gov.  Bagley  is  now  buildinji.  Gen.  J.  R.  Williams'  yellow- 
store  was  on  the  soiitheast  corner  of  Bates  street  and  JelTerson  avenue, 
with  the  dwellinj;  in  the  rear.  Mr.  Desnoyers'  hou.se  was  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  .same  streets.  The  McMillan  house  was  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Bates  and  Larned  streets. 

Ascendinji  Market  street  (or  as  now  known.  Woodward  avenue)  in  the 
same  manner,  on  the  rijjht  hand  side,  the  Jermain  house  (as  has  been  men- 
tioned) was  the  nearest  to  the  water,  there  being  one  house,  occu])ied  by 
Dr.  Henry  between  it  and  Mr.  Jacob  Smith's  mow  occupied  by  Mr. 
Bronson)  on  the  corner  of  Woodbridge  street.  On  the  other  Side  above 
the  before-mentioned  ferry-house  stood  the  jiresent  red  store  of  Judge 
Abbott,  and  one-half  the  pre.sent  liouse. 

The  Scott  house,  now  Col.  And<Mson's,  and  Col.  Bicluud  Smith's  were 
between  Woodbridge  street  and  JetTerson  Avenue,  on  the  same  side,  while 
the  Godfroy  hou.><e  on  the  other  corner  of  Woodbiidge  and  .Market  street, 
was  the  only  building  on  the  other  side.  This  house  of  Mr.  Godfroy's 
was  moved  to  the  foot  of  Griswold  street,  d'lfiug  the  year  ls;'.:{-4.  The 
fotir  corners  of  the  intersection  of  Wooilward  avenue  and  JelVerson  avenue 
were  then  unoccu[»ied.  The  localities  here  spoken  of  are  now  all  oc- 
cupied by  brick  blocks. 

The  Smith  or  Itronson  House  was  on  the  southrnst  <'orner  of  Wood- 
bridge,  the  Godfroy  House  on  the  northntst  corner,  the  Scott  or  Anderson 
House  where  the  .Mariners'  ("hnrch  now  stands;  the  house  of  Doctor 
Ffeiiry  was  iM'tween  ("hauncey  Hurlbut's  an<l  the  corner  above. 

The  .\lilM)tt  llunse  was  just  below  the  corner  where  Baldwin's  shoe 
stoi'e  now  stands. 

Proceeding  uji  Woodward  avenue  towards  the  "coninioii.""  Mr.  Smart's 
present  dwelling  hotise  on  one  side  and  den.  Larned's  on  the  oihei-  were 
all  that  stood  lietween  .letTerson  avenue  and  Larned  street. — on  the  west 
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side  was  a  small  house.  La  Garde's,  on  the  corner  of  the  street,  Mr.  Cole's 
present  house.  Another  small  one — A.  Langdon's — on  the  site  of  Mrs. 
Deveau's  present  house,  the  same  on  the  site  of  Dr.  Hurd's  and  two  other 
small  dwellings  still  standing.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  be- 
tween the  present  church  and  the  pickets,  were  three  small  houses,  since 
moved  or  taken  down,  occupied  by  Peltier,  Monet,  and  Fournier.  Neither 
Griswold,  Shelby,  or  Cass  streets  were  then  opened.  On  Woodbridge 
street  there  were  no  other  houses  than  those  which  have  been  mentioned, 
excepting  one  small  building  on  the  south  side,  between  Bates  and  Ran- 
dolph streets, 

Mr.  Smart's  dwelling  was  where  Preston's  bank  now  is;  Gen.  Larned's 
house  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  street. 

Nail's  and  Stearns'  two  stores  occupy  the  site  of  LaGarde's  house;  T.  A. 
Parker's  and  the  stove  stores  are  on  the  site  of  Mr.  Cote's  old  residence; 
Mrs.  Deveau's  house  was  where  Abbott  &  Ketchum's  carpet  store  now  is; 
The  Hurd  house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Congress  street;  the  Fournier, 
Peltier,  and  Monet  houses  were  on  the  east  side,  between  Congress  street 
and  the  Russell  house,  and  Fournier  was  on  the  Russell  house  corner. 

Ascending  Jefferson  avenue  from  the  west,  the  first  house  above  Gov. 
Cass'  farm  (then  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Macomb)  was  one-story  stf^^fj^. 
building  just  at  the  entrance  gate.     It  forms  the  first  story  of  th,.  main 
building  of  the  present  '^mansion  house;"  it  was  then  owne/^  by  Judge - 
Woodward,  and  occupied  as  an  inn  by  Major  Whipple,     "I'he  barn  of  the^ 
establishment  and  a  small  store  stood  in  a  line  Tvith  it  and  between  it  and 
the  military  grounds.     The  front  of  these  military  grounds  began  at  the 
present  Cass  street  and  extended  to  W-avne,  running  ud  W^flttne  tol^coed.; 
up  that  street  to  Griswold,  and  up  Griswold  to  Michigan  avenue,  thence" 
by  the  line  of  that  avenue  to  Gov.  Cass'  farm.*     On  the  river  side  of  the 
avenue  the  first  building  was  the  public  store,  standing  a  little  below  the 
slope  contiguous  to  Mr.  Kercheval's  garden.     Col.  Henry  I.  Huntl  house 
and  store-the  house  now  Kercheval's,  the  store  the  present  postoffice- 
were  the  next.  puouuiiiv.e 

Between  Wayne  and  Shelby  street,  on  the  same  side,  stood  the  same 

IZfZ^S  Mr^'V^i"  ^^"T'  ^^^-^Pti^g  Mrs.  Roby's;  m;.  Kinzie  occupy 
ing  the  first,  Mr  Audrain,  the  receiver,  the  second,  and  Doctor  Edwards 
the  third      On  the  site  of  Mrs.  Roby's  present  house,  and  where  Mr 

Dodemead  "  ^^'"''^^  ""''^  ^'^'''^  ^"'^*'  ^^''''^  ''''  ""^^  ^''"^''  occupied  by  Mrs! 
Af.^n^ r^  opposite  side  of  the  avenue  between  the  same  streets,  were  only 
Mr.  D  Campau's  (next  to  Mr.  Mendell's),  and  the  Thibault;  above  the  Thf 
bault  house  stood  a  building,  in  what  is  now  Shelby  street  that  was  then 
occupied  as  an  ordinary  store.     It  now  forms  the  dwelling  of  Mr   Levi 

^h!iV  '  K^'Y  '!'''^'  ^^'-  ^^^''^^''  ^^^"^^  ^'^«  the  next.  The  site  of  Air 
Sheldon  «  brick  stores  was  then  occupied  by  a  one-storv  yellow  store  one 
half  of  which  had  been  used  as  a  jail.     The  foundation  of  the  CathoHc 

mZ.  Wrio.M':"r"  1 '''  '^i'V^P  "^^^  ''  ^^^  '^'''  --  occupied  by 
Messis.T\  rights.  Cooks,  and   Brown's  buildings.       It  proiected  half 

Bp'tw'/tf '*T  "'rr'  '^^  ^'"^^^^^^'  ^^^^^'^^'  ^^«  then  bdng  removed 
?.1TJ  V"'  foundation  and  the  present  Griswold  street  was  Mr.  De: 


quindre's  house,— where  Mr.  Wells'  book  store    etc "" 
store  afterwards  occupied  by  Mr.  Newbury,  and  bur 


now  is, — and  the 
burnt  down  while  oe- 


squ?re  K'e^n'c^aL    Llt^rned'\Vd 'iv^vn^'/l?^*  ?^  ^"/^^  °f  Congress.  1S26,  reserving  the 
square  stood  tL  public  store    the  arTena^m'oved^  running  to  the  channel.    On^this 

Knight's,  on  For t^treet'    This' rLt™fJn"',^jf«^'^'5if,?^  ^  _h°"^^'  "°^  ^'-  S-  M.  xMc- 


lis  reservation  was  sold  in  1832. 
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cupied  by  Mr.  Wendell.  The  Mansion  House  (hotel)  was  where  Parker, 
Holnies  &  Co.'s  tobacco  store  now  is.  The  Henry  I.  Hunt  house  and  store 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Wayne  street  and  the  avenue.  The  Kinzie 
house  was  where  Jenness  and  Fiske's  crockery  store  now  is.  The  Audrain 
house  was  where  liourkes'  liijuor  store  stands.  The  Edwards  house  was  on 
the  spot  occupied  now  by  Johnson  &  Wheeler,  Nos.  100  and  102.  The 
Koby  house  and  the  Conant  stores  are  now  the  Michigan  Exchange.  The 
Dodemead  house  was  on  the  corner  east  of  Shelby  street.  The  Dennis 
Canipau  house  was  where  Wormer's  machinery  depot  now  is.  The 
Thibault  liouse  was  on  what  is  now  the  northwest  corner  of  Shelby  street 
and  the  avenue,  and  Mrs.  Coates'  was  the  northeast  corner. 

The  brick  stores,  Nos.  141  and  14:i  known  as  the  Chaffee  stores,  are 
on  the  old  church  lot,  and  the  Dequindre,  Wells,  and  Newbury  places  are 
between  those  and  Griswold  street.  On  the  other  side  of  the  avenue, 
there  were  between  Shelby  and  Griswold  streets  only  Mr.  Conrad  Seek's 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Campau's  house.  The  Seek  house  was  where  Mr.  Mc- 
Craw's  shoe  store  is,  and  the  Campau  house  may  be  seen  by  all.  A 
store  and  house  belonging  to  Mr.  Currie.  and  a  store  belonging  to  Mr. 
Ten  Eyck,  had  stood  between  Market  and  Griswold  streets,  but  were 
burnt  down  in  1S15.  The  block  was  sold  in  1810  in  four  lots  to  Col.  Mack 
and  Major  Dequindre.  The  Major  put  up  his  late  dwelling  house  and 
store  in  1816.  On  the  other  side  of  the  avenue  between  the  same  streets 
were  the  building  still  at  the  corner  of  Griswold  street,  and  the  Piquette 
house,  now  Mr.  JMciuette  and  Miss  Moon's  shops.  The  Piquette  house 
was  on  the  lot  where  V.  J.  Scott's  bank  stands. 

Between  Market  street  (Woodward  avenue)  and  Bates  street  were  Mr. 
Desnoyer's  house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Bates  street,  and  Mr.  Har- 
vey's house  and  bakery  on  the  south  side  opposite  to  Mr.  Desnoyer's. 
Continuing  up  the  avenue,  on  the  north  side  was  a  singularly  narrow 
two-story  house,  where  Mrs.  Calhoun's  shop  now  is.  The  next  was  Oliver 
Williams'  "(;lo])e"  tavern  (Maj.  Kearsley's  late  dwelling);  between  that 
and  the  oflice  of  the  Detroit  Bank,  were  Dr.  Brown's,  Mr.  Homer's.  Mr. 
r^)ok's  and  Dr.  McCoskry's,  all  still  standing,  though  some  of  them  in  a 
moditied  shape.  These  were  scattered  in  the  order  named,  between  Bates 
and  Baudolph  streets. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  avenue,  after  Gen.  Williams'  store,  came  Mr. 
Palmer's  tavern,  an  old  one-story  building,  then  the  present  Miller  house. 
Judge  Chipman's  (then  Col.  Stephen  Marks');  and  Mr.  B.  Campau's. 
which  was  Ihen,  as  now,  next  to  the  council-house.  Gov.  Hull's  house 
on  the  south  side,  and  Judge  Sibley's  on  the  other  side,  were  the  last 
liouses  on  the  avenue  in  that  direction. 

The  Williams  store  or  dwelling,  as  has  been  stated,  was  on  the  south- 
east  corner  of  liates  street  and  the  avenue— the  Palmer  tavern,  where 
Beatty  &  Fitzsimons'  store  is— the  Miller  and  Mack  House  between 
that  and  the  Campau  house,  which  was  directly  west  of  Fireman's  hall. 
There  were  two  or  three  other  small  buildings  then  on  Larned  street, 
such  as  the  Belcher  house,  the  Gobeille  house  in  the  rear  of  Wormer's 
store  on  JefTerson  avenue,  and  another  on  Griswold  street. 

The  f:atholic  service  was  then  held  in  the  house  of  Mr.  La  Salle,  on 
a  farm  about  two  miles  below  the  town,  now  Maj.  Siauton's  iisth  street). 
There  was  then  not  a  place  of  puhlir  trnrship  in  Detroit.  Tlu^  stoicfi  in 
the  place  at  that  time  were  U.   I.   11  nut's,  iit   the  south ir<\st  coruer  of 
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Wayne  street  and  the  evenue.  Mack  &  Conant,  in  the  east  end  of  the 
Kinzie  building  (Jenness  &  Fislce's  crocli;ery  store),  A.  Edwards',  John 
E.  Williams',  P.  J.  Dernoyers',  northwest  corner  of  Bates  street  and  the 
avenue,  and  P.  Lecuyer's,  opposite  the  Biddle  house.  The  tav£rns  were 
Whipple's,  Williams',  Palmer's,  Woodworth's,  and  Smith's.  There  were 
four  lawj'ers  and  two  doctors. 

Not  a  vessel  that  then  navigated  the  lakes  was  owned  in  Detroit. 
There  were  but  three  or  four  on  Lake  Erie,  belonging  mostly  to  the 
British.  A  "public"  vessel, — the  brig  Hunter,  was  the  ordinary  means 
of  communication  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo.  The  road  around  the' 
lake  was  not  practicable  for  wheels  one-third  of  the  distance,  and  for 
one-third  of  the  year  scarcely  available  for  a  horse. 

No  road  led  out  of  Detroit  except-  up  and  down  the  river.  The  mail 
was  brought  in  on  horseback,  once  a  week,  in  a  small  mail  bag,  which 
in  bad  traveling,  was  borne  on  a  man's  shoulders,  through  the  Black 
swamp.  It  thus  continued  to  be  brought  till  1827,  when  the  first  line  of 
wheel  carriages  was  established  between  Detroit  and  Ohio. 

The  military  grounds  were  occupied  by  Fort  Shelby  and  the  infantry 
cantonment  with  a  few  out-buildings.  Fort  Shelby,  which  stood  at  the 
intersection  of  Fort  and  Shelby  streets,  was  thrown  up  by  Major  Le  Nault. 
the  British  commander,  in  1777. 

Judge  McDonald's  late  residence,  on  the  corner  of  Fort  and  Shelby 
streets,  was  the  quarters  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fort.  The 
quarters  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  cantonment  still  remain  on 
the  back  part  of  the  lots  9  and  10  Congress  street,  partly  in  the  alley 
behind,  the  Adjutant's  office  was  the  small  building  now  standing  on  the 
rear  of  Colonel  Brooks'  lot.  The  military  burying  ground  occupied  most 
of  the  square  formed  by  Fort  Shelby,  Lafayette,  and  Griswold  streets. 
During  the  year  1828,  the  bones  of  the  bodies  deposited  there  were  re- 
moved to  the  new  burying  ground.  The  surface  was  taken  off  three  or 
four  feet  to  fill  up  the  embankment  then  in  process  of  construction  on 
the  whole  water  front  of  the  city. 

Lots  9  and  10  were  on  the  north  side  of  Congress  street,  the  second  and 
third  lots  east  from  Wayne  street. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  full  two-thirds  of  this  article  had  been 
copied  before  the  recent  articles  on  the  same  subject  appeared  in  the 
*Tost"  and  "Tribune."  The  one  confirms  the  other,  and  either  may  be 
taken  as  a  very  correct  description. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 
*BT  GEORGE  CLARK  OF  ECORSE. 

In  the  spring  of  1817  I  visited  Maumee,  then  claimed  by  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  There  I  found  the  country  inhabited  by  half  breeds, 
French,  and  a  few  immigrants  from  the  States. 

Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Conant,  and  a  few  others,  principally  engaged  in  the 
fur  trade.  The  people  lived  almost  entirely  upon  game,  fish,  and  corn. 
There  being  no  mills  in  the  country,  to  prepare  the  corn  for  food,  round 
holes  were  burnt  in  the  ends  of  logs;  these  were  set  on  end,  and  the  corn 

*George  Clark  died  October  14,  1877. 
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crushed  by  moans  of  a  iionnder  att.'uiu'd  to  a  spiinjr-pole  thirty  or  forty 
feet  loiij;.     From  this  ciiislu'd  corn  their  ])read  was  made 

On  still,  ealm  eveuinj;s  the  Indian  war  drums  and  the  hammers  could 
be  distinctly  hoard  up  and  down  the  river.  The  country  was  heavily 
timbered,  still  in  its  natural  state,  the  woods,  marshes,  rivers,  creeks, 
I>onds,  and  the  whole  c(»untry,  both  land  and  water,  was  teeminjj^  with 
animal  life.  There  were  collerted  hundreds  of  Indians,  with  their 
families,  and  the  people  from  tlie  surroundinj;  country,  to  catcli,  smoke, 
and  dry  their  season's  suj>jily  of  tish. 

Two  companies  of  soldiers  came  down  from  Maumee  in  pirotjius  from 
Fort  Defiance, — bound  for  Detroit, — encamped  at  the  Kapids  to  obtain 
a  supply  of  fish,  to  furnish  food  for  the  voyage.  This  river  afforded  more 
tish.  and  in  greater  varieties  than  any  other  river  of  fresh  water  in  Am- 
erica, and  perhaps  in  the  world.  The  most  numerous  and  valuable  were 
the  wall-eyed  pike,  the  muskallonge,  catfish,  bass,  and  many  other  kinds, 
amounting  to  thirty  or  more  varieties.  The  fishing  was  chietly  done  with 
hooks,  spears,  and  dip  nets.  The  fish  were  so  numerous,  it  was  (juite 
c(»mmon  for  the  Indians  to  sjiear  from  one  to  three  at  one  stroke,  at 
some  stages  of  the  water,  particularly  when  roily. 

Where  Toledo  now  stands  there  were  but  two  small  houses,  located 
on  the  flats  at  the  mouth  of  Swan  creek.  The  eagles'  nests,  one  on 
Eagle  point  and  one  on  a  sycamore  tree  on  Delaware  Island,  were  promi- 
nent landmarks  on  the  river.  There  was  Fort  Meigs  on  the  oiijxtsite 
bank  from   .Maumee,  and  the  British  fort  three  miles  below  at  Miami. 

An  Indian  carried  the  mail  on  his  back  once  or  twice  a  week  from 
Sandusky  to  the  Kajtids.  Following  the  blind  trail  through  the  Black 
swamp,  he  was  obliged  to  wade  through  water,  mud,  and  ice,  and  camp 
out  at  nights.  About  this  time  I  took  passage  on  the  Black  Snake,  one 
of  the  small  vessels  running  between  Cleveland  and  Maumee.  We  were 
a  whole  uKUith  going  to  Cleveland,  and  came  near  being  <lrowned.  and 
escaping  that,  neaily  starved.  The  vessel  was  a  government  batteau. 
built  up  with  deck  boards,  which  in  heavy  seas  would  break  loose,  almost 
crushing  her  sides  in.  She  was  commanded  by  (.'ajttain  Jacob  Wilkeson, 
of  Cleveland. 

As  yet.  no  lighthouses  or  harbors  had  been  made;  the  shores  of  the 
lakes,  islands,  and  rivers  were  just  as  nature  made  them.  In  a  storm, 
for  a  harbor  we  ran  under  Point  Ebinue  on  the  Canadian  sliore.  lo  miles 
above  Hutlalo.  where  we  had  but  little  food  for  several  days.  Going 
on  shore  in  seaicji  of  provisions,  we  found  a  man  living  (Ui  the  point,  but 
it  being  so  so(»n  after  the  war  of  ISli!,  we  feared  he  would  as  soon  kill 
as  feed  us;  but  we  were  hapjfily  disapjtointed.  for  he  did  all  in  his  jiower 
to  assist  us,  though  the  food  for  him.self  and  family  was  scanty.  Having 
a  patch  of  artichokes,  he  turned  his  hogs  out  and  turned  us  in.  The 
artichokes  were  greatly  relished,  and  besides  he  allowed  us  to  milk  two 
cows  out  of  his  foui'.  For  his  kindness  we  were  very  grateful.  \N'e 
were  twice  driven  baik  to  the  islands,  which  were  densely  covered  with 
standing  timber;  u|)on  some  it  grew  in  large  «iuantities,  icaching  to  the 
water's  edge,  casting  their  dark  shadows  into  the  deai'  waters  of  the 
lake.  The  islaiKls  were  as  yet  in  a  natural  state,  undisturbed  by  tlu*  hand 
of  man,  excepting  at  rut-in-bay,  where  he  luid  commenced  his  inroads 
by  burying  some  of  Comuiodoic  Perry's  brave  men.  killed  in  the  battle 
on  Lake  Erie. 

The  red  cedars  made  excellent  fuel  f(U'  our  novel  cooking  stove,  called 
a  caboose,  which  c(Uisisted  of  a  rude  box  about  tliiee  feet  stpiare.  lined 
with  bricks.  In  this  box  the  cook  sus|tended  the  cooking  keide  for 
jirep;iring  our  frugal  meals. 
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Being  destitute  of  lights  by  which  to  steer  our  craft,  I  improvised 
the  needed  article  by  rolling  strips  of  cloth,  torn  from  my  clothing,  in 
beeswax,  which  I  had  purchased  of  the  Indians.  On  reaching  Cleveland 
our  troubles  were  not  yet  ended,  as  we  found  the  river  barred  across  with 
sand  two  or  three  feet  higher  than  the  lake.  We  dug  a  ditch  from  the 
river  to  the  lake  through  the  sand  and  being  dammed  in  the  river  it 
cut  a  channel,  and  we  hove  our  vessel  in.  That  was  the  last  trip  I  made 
in  the  Black  Snake. 

In  1S17  I  left  Cleveland  for  Detroit  in  a  small  half-decked  vessel, 
generally  stopping  at  islands,  rivers,  and  bays  at  night,  and  in  bad 
weather,  waiting  for  favorable  winds  and  weather.  We  stopped  at 
Maiden,  which  was  then  quite  a  village,  with  a  government  dock,  ware- 
houses, fine  barracks,  breast  works,  and  a  kind  of  fort  with  soldiers.  The 
majority  of  the  people  seemed  to  be  French  and  Indians. 

The  most  of  the  islands  in  Detroit  river  were  heavily  timbered,  that 
is,  Bois  Blanc,  abreast  of  Maiden,  Hickory,  Sugar,  Elba,  and  Grosse  Isle. 
Our  government  had  barracks  and  a  sort  of  stockade  on  Grosse  Isle, 
nearly  abreast  of  Stony  Island.  About  three  miles  above  this  William 
Macomb  had  some  fine  farm  buildings,  and  lived  there. 

Sandwich  was  a  small  village  with  barracks  and  soldiers.  In  ascend- 
ing and  sailing  up  the  river,  the  heavily  timbered  points  and  the  many 
wind-mills  on  each  side  of  the  river  were  prominent  landmarks,  as  were 
the  Frerich  farm-houses,  they  being  whitewashed  and  mostly  located 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  but  very  few  people  living  back  from  it. 
Many  Indians  encamped  on  the  shores  and  islands.  I  saw  many  French 
and  Indians  on  the  river  with  their  canoes  and  soldiers  in  government 
batteaux,  the  latter  seeming  to  be  foraging  for  supplies. 

Great  quantities  of  nearly  all  kinds  of  water  fowls  were  seen  about 
the  shores,  rivers,  and  islands,  from  Cleveland  up. 

I  arrived  at  Detroit  and  landed  on  the  beach  near  where  the  foot  of 
Woodward  avenue  now  is.  The  farms  and  gardens  seemed  to  run  down 
to  the  margin  of  the  river;  the  shore  running  along  nearly  where  Water 
street  now  is.  All.  or  nearly  all,  from  that  street  to  the  front  of  the 
docks  is  made  land.  There  was  a  government  dock  at  the  foot  of  Wayne 
street,  with  a  IT.  S.  guard  stationed  on  it,  with  a  government  store-house 
under  the  bank,  the  latter  nearly  as  high  as  the  house.  Near  the  foot 
of  Randolph  street  was  a  temporary  dock,  made  of  timber  bents  and 
covered  with  planks,  called  Wing's  dock.  There  seemed  to  be  only  six  or 
eight  feet  of  water  at  the  outer  end.  These  were  all  the  docks  in  Detroit, 
or  on  the  whole  river. 

The  principal  streets  were  Jefferson  avenue  and  Woodbridge  street, 
from  Wayne  street  to  Randolph,  running  parallel  with  the  river.  Wood- 
ward avenue,  Randolph,  and  Wayne  streets  running  at  right  angles  with 
the  river.  The  principal  part  of  Detroit  seemed  to  be  comprised  in  the 
space  from  Fort  street  to  the  river  and  from  Wayne  to  Randolph  street. 

Standing  on  Woodward  evenue  looking  up,  might  be  seen  on  Jefferson 
avenue  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  Biddle  House, — Gov.  Hull's  house, 
— the  only  brick  house  at  that  time  in  Detroit.  Nearly  abreast,  or  a 
little  above,  on  Jefferson  avenue,  stood  a  government  block-house, 
picketed  across  with  cedar  posts  twelve  feet  high. 

The  population  was  probably  twenty-five  hundred,  mostly  French, 
and  one  regiment  of  soldiers  in  the  Fort,  commanded,  I  think,  by  Gen. 
Macomb. 
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All  the  vehicles  were  one-horse  French  carts,  used  for  both  pleasure  and 
business;  also  for  couveyinp:  water  to  the  inhabitants  in  barrels.  These 
carts  were  backed  into  the  water  and  then  the  barrels  tilled.  The  prin- 
cijial  business  of  the  plac<'  was  buying  furs  and  suj^ar  of  the  Indians. 

After  a  short  stay  in  Detroit  I  sailed  back  to  Cleveland,  and  on  the 
whole  voyajje  did  not  see  a  solitai'v  sail  or  vessel,  except in<^  a  very  small 
vessel  lyinj;  at  Maiden,  and  two  at  Detroit.  There  was  said  to  be  not 
more  than  six  or  eight  on  all  the  lakes,  excepting  the  remains  of  Perry's 
fleet. 

In  1818  my  fallun"  aiul  family  moved  fiom  Cleveland  and  Kock  river 
in  a  boat,  coasting  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  Detroit  river,  up 
to  Monguagon,  jtutting  into  the  rivers  and  bays  for  harbors  at  nights 
and  during  head  winds,  waiting  there  for  good  weather  and  fair  winds. 
I  came  through  by  land,  driving  some  cattle,  assisted  by  a  highly-edu- 
cated young  Frenchman,  who  gave  his  labor  for  his  board,  which  was 
nothing  extra,  lie  had  just  arrived  from  France,  and  was  engaged  in 
exjiloring  this  new  country,  taking  notes  as  he  traveled. 

We  came  through  the  lilack  swamjc  it  was  heavily  timbered,  no  road 
chopped  ov  marked,  only  a  blind  trail  lying  between  Sandusky  river  and 
Maumee,  enc(uintering  mud  and  water  nearly  the  whole  distance.  This 
was  in  July.  The  first  day  we  came  nearly  half  way,  finding  mosquitoes 
and  rties  so  thick  as  to  be  very  annoying  to  ourselves  and  cattle.  The 
cattle  were  so  tired  we  could  drive  them  no  further,  having  traveled  from 
early  morning  till  night.  Here  on  a  creek  we  found  a  small  cabin  called 
the  half-way  house,  inhabited  by  a  half-breed  and  his  family,  who  gave 
us  for  su|»i)er  and  breakfast  wildcat  souj)  and  corn.  I  asked  how  so  many 
bones  came  in  the  kettle.  lie  answered,  "It  was  one  good  cat.''  This 
was  well  inuhM'stood  by  my  companion,  who  could  eat  no  more  of  it. 
But  having  been  through  the  war  of  1812  at  Butfalo  and  Black  Kock, 
I  was  u.sed  to  rough  fare,  and  relished  the  soup.  I  had  some  curiosity, 
however,  to  know  wliether  it  was  cat  or  dog. 

Our  cattle  forded  and  swam  the  rivers  and  creeks,  we  following  the 
liliiid  roads  and  trails  most  of  the  way,  some  days  being  able  to  procure 
scarcely  food  eiKHigh  to  sustain  us.  ^^'e  met  two  companies  of  soldiers 
from  Detroit  near  the  Huron  river,  cutting  and  clearing  the  military  and 
Territory  road. — afterwards  called  the  Detroit  and  Monroe  turnpike, — 
through  the  thick,  heavy  timber,  making  the  road  one  hundred  feet  wide, 
and  Ituihling  bridges  wlierever  needed. 

I  found  my  father  and  family  at  Monguagon,  thoy  having  becni  there 
several  days. 

In  1818  the  government,  having  sui'veyed  the  land  ahmg  the  river,  put 
certain  j»arcels  of  it  in  market,  selling  it  at  auction  to  the  highest  bidder. 
I'art  of  the  hind  now  occujtied  by  Wyandotte,  fi'onting  on  the  river,  was 
sohl  at  unction  and  bid  olV  by  citi/.eiis  iind  (»nicers  of  Detroit.  There  was 
much  excitement  in  the  bidding,  tlie  jirice  iMJug  iiiii  up  as  liigh  as  forty 
dollars  per  acre. 

The  citizens  who  bid  weic  ('n|.  M;ick  :iiid  .1.  K.  Wiiliaiiis.  and  of  the 
r.  S.  oHicers.  (Jen.  .M;icomb.  .M;ij(U'  r»iddle,  .Maj(»i'  Kearsly  and  Dr.  Dili- 
\;in.  Some  of  the  hind  was  resold  to  Major  Hiddle.  jind  some  reverted 
to  the  government. 

Wyandotte  w;is  ;in  hidian  vilhige  with  a  number  of  houses,  small 
oi(h;irds.  ;iiul  corn  fields,  .\bout  this  time  several  families  lived  in  the 
houses,  having  worked  their  way  tij)  here  from  the  States.  This  was 
then  a  noted  crossing  and  landing  i)lace  Tor  the  Indians,  their  trails 
branching  ofT  into  the  country. 

\N'e  r<'n)ed  Dr.  Diliv;m"s  jcirl  f(M'  a  few  yejirs  and  tuoved  into  a  house 
which  stood  on  the  luiiik  of  the  river,  jusl  below  the  present  locjiliou  of 
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the  shipyard.  The  house  was  a  hewed  log  one,  said  to  have  belonged 
to  Blue  Jacket,  The  winter  of  1819  and  1820  was  open,  very  much  like 
the  last,  1875-6.  I  remember  it  perfectly  well,  because  we  wanted  to 
haul  timber  and  rails  out  of  the  w'oods,  and  there  was  scarcely  any  snow 
until  about  the  middle  of  April.  Then  came  a  very  severe  northeast 
snow-storm,  snow  falling  two  feet  deep  or  more  on  a  level,  which  all 
thawed  off  in  a  few^  days. 

That  winter  the  steamboat  Walk-in-the-water  was  built  at  Buffalo. 
The  owmers  wrote  up  to  Detroit  to  John  R.  Williams  to  build  an  ice- 
house and  fill  it  with  ice  to  be  used  on  board  the  boat.  They  built  the 
ice-house,  but  had  no  ice  to  put  in  it. 

Mr.  Wm.  Macomb,  who  lived  on  Grosse  Isle,  would  ride  to  the  head 
of  the  island  on  horseback,  nearly  abreast  of  our  house  and  my  brother's, 
and  I  would  ferry  him  across  in  our  canoe,  Iiis  horse  swimming  alongside. 
He  made  this  his  crossing  from  Detroit,  swimming  his  horse  each  way. 
He  was  the  most  active  and  fearless  man  I  ever  knew.  He  had  been 
knowm  to  plunge  in  the  river  on  his  horse  on  dark  nights,  slipping  back 
and  hanging  on  the  tail  of  the  horse,  forcing  him  to  swim  across  the 
river.  My  brothers  and  I  liked  the  excitement  of  swimming  the  horses, 
besides,  lie  was  liberal  hearted  and  would  always  give  us  money. 

Game  of  almost  all  descriptions  w^as  very  plenty  in  the  rivers  and 
marshes.  The  creeks  and  sw^amps  teemed  with  fishes,  snakes,  frogs, 
etc.  Wolves  w^ere  very  numerous;  they  would  give  chase  to  the  deer, 
and  to  escape  them  the  deer  would  run  into  the  river,  and  w^hen  the  river 
was  fozen  they  would  slip  dowm,  and  thus  become  an  easy  prey  to  the 
wolves  all  ready  to  catch  and  eat  them.  The  foxes  seemed  to  under- 
stand following  up  the  wolves  and  eating  what  they  left.  They  could  be 
seen  on  the  ice  on  moonlight  nights.  We  were  annoyed  by  the  wolves 
keeping  us  awake,  and  were  obliged  to  build  pens  to  shut  our  calves  in, 
to  keep  them  from  the  hungry  jaws  of  these  pests. 

There  w^as  a  man  who  lived  about  a  mile  from  us,  whose  name  was 
Jacoks — he  was  an  active  and  persevering  man,  a  natural  machanic, 
being  able  to  make  almost  any  article  needed  in  a  new^  settlement.  One 
cold  winter's  day  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  sled,  he  w^ent  to  Detroit  w^here 
he  bought  a  quarter  of  beef,  and  placing  it  on  his  sled  he  started  for  home. 
On  a  narrow  part  of  the  road  in  the  woods,  near  the  upper  part  of  what 
is  Wyandotte,  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  w^olves  rushed 
out  to  attack  him  and  his  beef.  He  whipped  his  oxen  into  a  run,  and 
when  the  wolves  came  near  enough  he  pulled  out  a  sled  stake  and  ''went 
for  them."  Driven  from  the  beef  they  would  attack  the  oxen,  and 
driven  from  them,  they  would  again  assail  the  beef.  As  they  played  at 
this  game  they  grew  bolder,  and  at  length  they  came  near  enough  for 
him  to  knock  several  of  them  over,  the  rest  retired  from  the  conflict, 
leaving  him  to  convey  his  beef  to  his  home  in  safety. 

One  evening  in  June,  a  son  of  Mr.  Jacoks,  with  myself,  started  out 
to  hunt  deer,  about  a  mile  from  home,  where  they  came  to  Beaver  pond 
to  escape  from  flies  and  mosquitoes.  We  were  afraid  of  nothing  except 
wounded  bears  and  Indians.  It  was  said  the  Indians  had  killed  some  of 
the  white  hunters  when  in  the  woods  after  game.  We  w^ere  well  armed 
for  a  hunt,  having  each  a  belt  and  its  tomahawk,  a  butcher  knife,  and  a 
gun,  charged  with  nine  buckshot,  this  being  the  best  equipment  for  close 
quarters  in  the  dark.  Wlien  a  part  of  the  way  to  the  pond,  we  separated, 
agreeing  not  to  get  too  far  apart,  and  if  any  thing  happened  to  one,  the 
other  was  to  halloo.     One  went  to  the  head  of  the  pond,   the  other 
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to  the  foot,  so  that  if  there  were  any  deer  in  the  pond  they  should  not 
escape.  Soon  after  we  parted  I  heard  the  report  (►f  a  gun.  and  .Ia<()ks' 
V(»ii-e  nearly  the  same  instant  in  a  loud  halloo.  I  ran,  heinj;  anxious  to 
make  <:;ood  time,  supposing;  an  Indian  had  tired  the  shot.  It  was  fojjjiy, 
and  j^ettinj;  <|nile  dusk.  P.t'twecn  us  theif  was  a  space  covered  with 
l(»;:s  and  brush,  and  in  runniu}:  I  would  tumble  and  fall,  not  seeing;  the 
lo«,'s,  thus  losing  time.  I  crawled  a  part  of  the  way  on  my  hands  and 
knees.  Before  reachiii";  him  I  came  to  an  open  spot  and  dimly  saw  what 
I  supposed  to  be  Jacoks  and  an  Indian  on  their  knees.  The  th«>u{j;ht 
flashed  across  my  mind,  if  I  tired  I  mij^ht  kill  the  wronj;  man.  I  rushed 
uj»  to  them  tliinUinj;  liiat  if  the  Indian  had  emptied  his  own  },Min  he 
would  take  my  companion's  and  shoot  me.  To  my  inexpressible  relief  I 
found  that  instead  of  a  coutlict  with  an  Indian  Jacoks  had  shot  and 
wounded  a  larjre  buck,  luid  jumjied  on  him,  and  was  usin^  his  knife 
vijioronsly  to  kill  him.  It  was  so  lar^'e  we  had  considerable  difliculty  in 
reachiv};  home  with  it  in  the  dark.  However,  it  fed  both  families 
several  days. 

From  what  I  saw  of  (Jeneral  Macomb,  wlu)  was  fi«M|uent]y  at  our  house. 
I  think  he  was  a  persevering;  and  industrious  otlicer.  in  <lrilling  and 
jiracticin^j:  his  command,  and  sending'  them  on  ex|ie<litions  uj)  and  down 
the  rivers  and  lakes  in  their  batteaux.  coast iu^^  and  runninj;  the  channels 
and  c<iurses  of  the  streams,  seeminjjjly  prej>arinji  his  men  lo  cope  with 
the  Indians  in  case  they  committed  any  depredations,  and  tittinjj:  them 
to  tijjjht  their  dusky  enemies  in  tiie  woods  on  their  own  fjrounds  or  on  the 
water,  lie  ])racticed  his  men  in  cutting;  roads  and  buildin^^  bridjics.  hav- 
ing; them  fish  at  the  head  of  fJrosse  Isle  for  their  snpjjly,  where  tin* 
tish  were  very  ]»Ienty.  He  likewise  empbtyed  them  in  making  liay,  and 
boalin;;  wood  and  hay  to  Detroit  in  llieir  batteaux. 

Uilious  fevers  and  aj;ue  were  very  prevalent,  many  of  the  people  bein^ 
prostrated  by  them.  Dr.  lirown  of  Detroit  attended  and  jirescribed 
for  these  sutferinj;  peojtle,  up  and  down  the  river,  almost  without  money 
and  without  price.  Had  he  char«;ed  and  ccdlected  in  proportion  to  the 
juesent  demands  of  physicians,  the  money  would  no  doubt  have  been 
a  very  huj^e  sum.  He  was  our  family  jdiysician  three  years;  father 
l»aid  him  '^'2^  cash.  On  one  of  his  visits  he  said  to  my  father,  "I  must 
have  one  of  your  cows,  foi'  if  I  have  nothing  else  to  eat  I  can  live  on 
the  milk."  He  then  had  pil<*s  of  accounts.  In  his  last  sickness,  ktiow- 
inji  he  must  soon  die,  he  had  all  these  accounts  burnt  before  his  eyes, — 
thus  si'ttlin^  them  for  all  time,  and  savinj;  his  heirs  and  the  debtors 
much  i)erplexity.  It  is  hojied  and  believed  that  he  left  numy  a  man  in 
the  j)i((fession  possessed  of  the  same  humane  and  benevolent  feelings 
that  actuated  him. 

Of  post<»nices.  I  knew  of  Imii  two  ill  ilie  Terriiory. — one  a!  Detroit 
and  one  at  .Monnx-.  The  (un-  at  Detroit  was  kept  by  Judjre  .lauu's 
Abbott.  We  went  f(U-  our  mail  on  an  averajre  of  once  a  monlh,  payiu}^ 
twenty-five  cents  for  a   letter. 

My  brother  and  I  fished  at  Maumee.  in  the  rapids,  in  IS.Jd.  and  a  num- 
ber of  years  afterwartls.  We  usnallv  calculated  to  till  about  Slid  barrels 
with  wall  eyed  pik<'.  that  bein;,^  tin'  desiied  amount;  some  seasons  leaving 
olT  when  the  hist  haul  would  brin;:  in  .Id  <u'  «;d  barrels  of  wall  eyed  j>ike. 
and  about  half  as  many  of  olhi-r  varieties  which  were  allowed  to  escajte. 
Since  that  time,  by  excessive  lisliin;;  with  many  kinds  of  nets,  set  lines, 
and  spe.iiiujr.  the  fish  li;i\c  become  so  scarce  that  but  little  fishinj;  is 
done  there  at  this  day,  and  very  few  fish  are  cau^'ht  in  the  river.  It 
was  then  (piite  cniiiinuti  to  cjitch  no  barn'Is  of  bjiss  at  one  luinl. 
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EXPERIENCE  IN  WHITE-FISHING  ON  THE  DETROIT  IN  1829. 

At  that  time  wbiteflsh  could  be  caught  in  the  fall  of  the  year  at  almost 
any  point  on  the  shores  and  islands  of  the  Detroit  river,  with  small  nets 
and  fixtures.  At  the  present  time  there  are  but  few  points  where  they 
can  be  caught,  requiring  the  best  of  nets  and  fixtures  to  capture  them  at 
all.  The  propagation  of  fish  should  be  on  a  large  scale,  and  proper  pro- 
tection afforded  by  fish  laws.  It  is  quite  evident,  if  the  present  mode  of 
destroying  both  old  and  young  is  continued,  the  whitefish  will  soon 
become  extinct.  Judging  from  my  experience  in  fishing,  there  is  not 
fifteen  per  cent  of  the  number  of  fish  now  ascending  the  Detroit  river 
as  in  1829. 

Our  State  has  taken  great  interest  in  propagating  fish,  and  has  appro- 
priated money  liberally.  It  has  hatched  and  planted  600,000  salmon 
and  7,000,000  whitefish 'this  spring,  1876. 

Both  salmon  and  whitefish  have  been  planted  in  our  inland  waters 
— Lakes  Michigan,  Huron^  Erie,  St.  Clair,  and  Detroit  and  St.  Clair 
rivers.  The  last  planting  of  1,000,000  or  more  we  finished  on  the  11th 
of  April. 

The  Canadian  Government  has  erected  a  large  and  permanent  hatch- 
ery, costing  $6,000  or  |8,000,  on  its  Detroit  river  shore,  five  miles  below 
the  city  of  Detroit.  The  hatchery  is  superintended  by  Samuel  Wilmot, 
one  of  the  most  experienced  and  thorough  fish  culturists  in  the  country. 

They  planted  in  the  Detroit  river  several  millions  of  whitefish-fry  this 
spring,  and  I  understand  the  Canadian  Government  intend  to  hatch 
and  plant  on  a  much  larger  scale  the  coming  year  than  has  ever  been 
practiced  here. 

Ecorse,  May  23,  1876. 

A  PERSONAL  REMINISCENCE. 
BY    TITUS    DORT,    OF    DEARBORN. 

I  was  born  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  county  of  Addison,  and  town  of 
Bridgport,  on  the  17th  day  of  June,  1806.  My  father  emigrated  to  Ohio 
in  the  fall  of  1811,  and  settled  in  Franklinton,  the  county  seat  of  Frank- 
lin county,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Sciota  river,  opposite  where  the  city 
of  Columbus  now  stands.  It  was  then  woodland  covered  with  trees. 
In  less  than  a  year  after  we  had  taken  up  our  residence  there,  war  was 
declared  against  Great  Britain,  and  Franklinton  was  made  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Northwestern  army. 

In  1815  (the  war  being  over),  my  father  moved  about  20  miles  north- 
west on  the  Big  Darby.  In  1824  I  came  to  Detroit  with  a  drove  of 
cattle,  on  the  Gen.  Hull  road,  through  the  Black  Swamp.  In  1826  I 
came  to  Detroit  to  reside,  and  commenced  making  brick  on  the  Dequindre 
farm,  about  one  mile  east  of  Woodward  avenue.  In  1829  I  began  brick- 
making  on  the  river  Rouge,  about  nine  miles  west  of  the  city  of  Detroit. 

On  the  30th  day  of  November.  1829,  I  was  married  to  Deiadamia 
Thomas,  a  daughter  of  Alanson  Thomas,  an  early  settler  of  this  place. 
My  wife  is  six  years  younger  than  myself,  and  is  still  living,  though 
in  feeble  health.  Mr,  Thomas,  my  future  father-in-law,  during  the  war  of 
1812,  removed  his  family  into  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  near  Urbana,  and 
was  chosen  by  Gen.  Hull  for  one  of  his  pilots  through  the  Black  Swamps 
to  Detroit,  and  was  there  surrendered  with  the  army.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  moved  his  family  back  to  this  place,  where  his  father  and) 
three  brothers  then  resided. 
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I  eontinuetl  to  make  brick  until  1851.  In  1833  I  entered  into  a  contract 
wirli  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States,  by  Lieut.  Joshua  Howard 
to  make  britk  for  the  Government  IJuildinus  to  be  erected  at  this  place, 
•'xcept  ab(»ut  KIO.OOO  in  the  bas<-ment  uf  the  Arsenal.  In  1835  I  was 
ajipointed  a  justice  of  the  peaee  by  (Joveruor  Mason  and  the  Lej.,Mslative 
Couneil  of  the  Territory  of  Michijian. 

In  Aujjfust,  183«;,  I  was  elected  one  of  the  delegates  of  Wayne  county 
to  meet  in  a  convention  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  September  of  that  year^  to 
accept  or  reject  the  proposition  of  Congress  for  our  Territory  to  be  ad- 
juitted  into  the  Union  of  the  States. 

The  people  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  by  their  representatives,  met 
in  a  convention  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  month  of  May.  18,35,  under 
an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  formed  a  State  constitution,  and 
declared  what  the  boiUMhiries  of  the  State  should  be,  which  conllicted 
with  what  the  State  of  Ohio  claimed  as  a  part  of  her  boundary.  Th<» 
constitution  was  approved  by  the  people  and  transmitted  to  Congress, 
and  that  body  refused  to  accept  the  boundaries  as  declared,  and  sent  to 
the  people  the  propositions  referred  to. — changing  the  boundary  between 
us  and  Ohio.  This  was  rejected  by  the  convention  at  Ann  Arbor,  in 
Sejttember.  18:{<».  But  the  people  in  their  jirimary  capacity,  without 
the  authority  of  law,  got  up  another  convention — they  went  through 
the  forms  of  an  election  by  ballot  in  the  month  of  November — the  dele- 
gates met  at  Ann  Arbor  in  the  month  of  December  of  that  year  and 
accepted  said  propositions,  which  gave  us  the  Upper  Peninsula  in  lieu  of 
what  was  given  to  Ohio,  and  in  January,  1837,  the  constitution  was 
accepted  and  we  were  admitted  into  the  union. 

The  delegates  in  the  first  convention  from  Wayne  county  voted  to 
accept  the  said  jiropositions  of  Congress,  but  a  nuijority  was  against  it. 

The  summer  and  autumn  of  ls:u\  was  very  rainy.  In  the  nmnth  of 
June  there  was  a  great  freshet,  and  the  banks  of  the  river  were  overflown. 
There  was  a  full  tide  of  immigration. — 'the  roads  were  almost  impassible, 
which  made  awful  times  for  the  immigrants;  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  them  to  get  from  one  place  to  another. 

At  the  annual  township  meeting  of  Dearborn,  in  1830,  I  was  elected 
under  the  authority  of  the  State  Constitution  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
three  years,  and  then  reelected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  In  1830 
several  of  the  townshijis.  and  several  wards  in  the  city  of  Detroit  neg- 
lected to  elect  such  ofticers,  and  on  the  15th  of  June  Congress  ac- 
knowledged and  accepted  our  State  constitution,  except  the  boundary, 
and  then  our  State  lairs  were  accepted  by  all.  and  many  of  the  town- 
shifis  and  wards  had  no  legal  oflicers.  and  I  had  many  law  cases  from 
Detroit. 

I  have  been  elected  at  thice  dilTei-eiil  limes  to  the  House  of  Kepr<'- 
sentatives  of  our  State  Legislature,  in  ls;',S.  in  ISII.  and  ISCI;  also,  twice 
to  the  State  Senate,  ill  1S4S  jiiid  in  Is5(i.  and  took  a  seal  at  each  succeed- 
ing session. 

hi  1S4!»,  at  the  session  of  tlir  Smale,  I  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture.  .Mr.  J.  C.  Holmes  made  several  communi- 
cations to  me  on  the  subject  of  f<»nuing  a  Stale  Agricultural  Society. 
The  matter  was  jtresented  by  me  to  the  Senate  and  House,  they,  with 
few  excei»fions,  united  in  the  formation  of  such  a  society;  and  in  a  few 
ye;irs  thereafter  a  Stale  .\gi'icult iiral  Scho<d  oi*  College  was  organized, 
Lach  of  these  institutions  are  now  |»ros|H'rous  and  an  honor  to  the  Slate. 
I  am  indebted  to  Hon.  Jonathan  Shearer,  nf  IMymouth,  for  valuable 
advice  in  the  mkiiicc.      [    was  uni-  of  iIh'   i!\«<iMiv»'  riMumitlee  f(U'  five 
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years.  My  fellow  townsmen  have  often  placed  me  in  positions  of  respon- 
sibility and  trust,  making-  me  for  several  years  supervisor  of  tlie  township 
of  Dearborn;  frequently  appointed  Superintendent  of  Wayne  County 
poor,  overseeing  the  erection  of  the  first  and  third  brick  buildings  on 
the  county  farm  for  their  accommodation.  Much  of  my  time  for  many 
years  has  been  spent  in  administering  on  the  estates  of  deceased  persons, 
and  in  1860  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Judge  of  Probate,  but  was 
defeated  with  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic  party  generally. 

This  closes  my  civil  and  political  record.  I  can  look  back  on  many 
errors  in  my  past  life,  but  cannot  recall  any  intentional  ones. 

I  have  one  son,  Andrew  J.  Dort,  who  resides  with  me  on  the  home- 
stead farm;  is  39  years  of  age,  has  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

I  am  now  nearly  three  scores  and  ten  years  of  age,  and  expect  soon  to 
pass  'to  that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveler  returns."  May  God  con- 
tinue to  bless  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  gather  us  and  all  mankind  into 
the  blessed  realms  of  Immortality  beyond  the  grave. 


PIONEER  SKETCHES. 
BY    D.    CLARKSON,    OF    PLYMOUTH,    WAYNE    COUNTY. 

The  town  of  Plymouth  is  the  northwest  corner  town  of  Wayne  county, 
and  is  marked  in  the  original  survey  as  tow^n  one  south,  of  range  eight 
east,  and  is  the  highest  land  in  the  county.  The  surface  is  uneven  or  rolling 
and  originally  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  except  the  south- 
east part,  which  was  called  oak  openings,  covered  with  a  thick  growth  of 
oak  bushes  and  scrubby  oak  trees.  The  timber  was  principally  oak, 
maple,  beech,  basswood,  and  elm,  interspersed  with  blacli  walnut,  cherry, 
ash,  hickory,  and  occasional  tracts  of  splendid  white  wood,  large,  tall, 
and  straight  grained,  which  the  first  settlers  had  sawed  into  boards  for 
their  first  buildings. 

The  soil  is  diversified,  being  clay  and  gravelly  on  the  ridges  and  higher 
lands;  the  lower  grounds  and  ravines  a  rich  loam  or  muck.  It  is  adapted 
to  wheat,  corn,  oats,  grass,  vegetables  and  fruit.  It  is  w^ell  watered  by 
numerous  springs  and  brooks,  and  a  branch  of  the  Kiver  Rouge  passes 
through  the  town,  made  from  two  considerable  streams;  one,  the  outlet 
of  W^alled  Lake,  on  the  north,  and  the  other  from  the  southwest.  These 
two  streams  come  together  on  section  three,  forming  the  main  branch 
of  Rouge  River,  running  in  a  southwesterly  direction  through  the  town. 
The  first  land  located  in  this  town  was  in  1824,  by  Alanson  Aldrich,  who 
purchased  of  the  United  States  Government  the'^west  half  of  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  three.  This  eighty  acres  contained  the  highest 
point  of  land  in  the  town  or  county.  Other  lands  were  located  the  same 
year  by  Erastus  Hus.sey  and  others. 

In  182.5  there  were  a  number  of  settlers  in  the  town.  Among  them  may 
be  mentioned  the  names  of  Rufus  Thayer,  Abram  B.  Markham,  David 
Phillip,  Paul  W.  Hazen,  Wm.  Markham,  Luther  Lincoln,  and  others. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  Oscar  Phillips,  son  of  Daniel 
Phillips,  on  section  fifteen,  in  the  fall  of  1825. 

A  movement  for  a  township  organization  was  commenced  in  the  winter 
of  1826,  and  in  the  spring  of  1827  an  organization  was  effected,  including 
towns  one  and  two  south,  of  range  eight  east. 
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The  name  of  ^'IMymoutli"  for  the  new  township  was  sup:{iested  by  Wm, 
Bartow,  who  located  on  section  one  in  ISJO.  After  several  nieetinjjs  had 
been  held  for  the  piii'itose  of  selectinjj;  a  name  for  the  town,  riymouth 
was  tiually  adopted.  For  several  years  thereafter  town  one  south  was 
called  IMynudith,  and  town  two  south  was  called  South  IMymouth,  until 
it  was  afterwards  separately  or<;anized  and  called  Canton. 

The  first  election  in  the  township  for  township  officers  was  held  at  the 
house  of  John  Tibbitts,  May  lio,  1S27.  William  liartow  was  chosen 
moderator,  and  after  beinjr  duly  sworn  to  discharge  the  duties  of  in- 
spector of  elections  accordini;  to  hiw,  by  li.  F.  11.  W'itherell,  Es(].,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Wayne,  proclamation  was 
made  accordin<::ly.  and  the  polls  declared  open.  There  is  no  record  to 
be  found  of  the  number  of  votes  polled  at  this  election. 

^\'illiam  J>artow  was  elected  Supervisor;  Allen  Tibbitts,  Clerk;  Kos- 
well  Koot,  Henry  Lyon,  and  Erastus  W.  Starkweather,  Assessors;  Abram 
li.  Markham,  Collector;  Luther  Lincoln,  Overseer  of  the  Poor;  Gideon 
P.  lleuton.  Hufus  Thayer,  and  lienjamin  Slocum.  Commissioners  of  High- 
ways; Amariah  liradford  and  Aliram  1>.  >hukham.  Constables;  lleaiy 
Lyon,  Henry  Ward,  and  Mcuris  Andrews,  Pound  Masters;  Paul  ^^'. 
Hazen.  A.  li.  Markham,  Kufus  Thayer,  John  Tibbitts,  James  Taft,  Phi- 
lander Bird,  and  A.  Bradford  Overseers  of  Highways. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  that  hogs  be  allowed  to  run  in  the  highways 
in  said  township. 

An  election  for  delegate  to  Congress  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
was  held  in  the  township  July  !)th.  1S2T.  Thirty  votes  were  i)olled; 
twenty-one  for  Austin  E.  \\'ing.  and  nine  for  John  Piddle;  a  majority  of 
twelve  for  .\ustin  E.  ^^■ing. 

The  whole  amount  of  townshiji  tax  assessed  October  2d,  1827,  was  sixty- 
six  and  ten  one-hundredllis  dollars,  and  the  county  tax  api)ortioned  to 
this  town  was  fifty-seven  and  fifty  one-hundredths  dollars.  This  was  the 
first  tax  levied  in  the  town.  Some  of  the  tax-i)ayers  now  living  in  the  town 
say  it  was  harder  for  them  to  raise  the  money  to  pay  their  first  tax  than 
it  is  now,  when  the  town  and  county  taxes  are  many  thousand  dollars. 

Ajtril  7th.  1S2S,  the  Townshijj  Clerk  was  instructed  to  i»etili(»ii  the 
Cioveriior  and  Council  to  aj>point  William  Partow.  Jehiel  David,  and 
Philo  Taylor  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Plymouth,  for  the  county  of 
Wayne. 

An  examination  of  the  first  record  of  this  town  shows  that  the  pioneers 
had  the  ability  to  transact  the  public  business  with  as  much  wisdom  and 
dignity  as  their  successors  of  the  ju-esent  day. 

From  this  lime  the  settlements  and  improvements  increased  rapidly, 
and  in  May.  is:?!,  when  I  settled  in  the  township,  there  was  not  an  acre 
of  government  land  in  the  town. 

The  foregoing  fads  were  obtained  principally  from  the  lijis  of  the  first 
jiion«'ers. 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

BY    HON.     LEVI    BISHOP. 

READ  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PIONEER  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE 
OF    MICHIGAN,    FEBRUARY   3.    1875. 

In  this  paper  I  propose,  without  going  into  details,  to  give  some  promi- 
nent facts  and  some  personal  recollections  of  the  old  capitol  of  the  Terri- 
tory and  State  while  it  remained  in  Detroit;  also  of  the  old  State  Legisla- 
ture, of  the  removal  of  the  Capitol  to  Lansing,  and  of  the  use  of  the  capitol 
building  in  Detroit  after  the  capital  was  removed. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  old  council  house,  as  it  was  called,  stood  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Jefferson  avenue  and  Randolph  street  in  Detroit, 
on  the  present  site  of  the  Fireman's  hall,  now  occupied  by  the  State  for 
military  purposes.  The  council  house  is  familiar  in  my  recollections,  and 
I  think  it  must  have  been  standing  as  late  as  1845  or  '50.  It  was  probably 
erected  soon  after  the  fire  in  1805,  which  swept  away  the  whole  of  Detroit 
except  one  building,  and  was  probably  occupied  for  legislative,  judicial, 
and  executive  purposes  till  the  old  capitol  building  was  completed. 

Speaking  from  memory.  I  think  that  building,  now  ''the  old  Capitol." 
was  erected  in  1825,  or  about  50  years  ago.  It  stands  on  a  small  triangu- 
lar piece  of  ground  thus  formed  by  State.  Griswold,  and  Rowland  streets. 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  ground  about  this  site  was  originally  low, 
and  at  some  seasons  of  the  year  it  was  covered  with  water  and  ice;  al- 
though since  I  have  known  it  it  has  been  sufficiently  drained  to  make  it 
comfortable  and  attractive  for  public  buildings  and  private  residences. 
When  the  capitol  was  erected,  it  was  literally  "out  on  the  common,"  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  town.  The  building  was  regarded  as  one 
of  considerable  pretensions,  having  a  high  steeple  or  tower,  and  an  im- 
posing colonnade  in  front.  It  was  two  stories  in  height,  and  formed  so 
as  to  accommodate  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  with  side 
rooms  for  committees  and  consultation;  and  also  accommodations  for 
the  various  Executive  offices  of  the  Territorial  Government,  and  those  of 
the  State,  when  the  Territory  should  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  the 
Union. 

I  have  no  doubt  if  we  could  get  the  old  pioneers  of  Detroit  and  of  the 
State  to  speak  and  write,  they  could  relate  many  a  scene  and  many  an 
incident  which  occurred  in  that  old  building  that  would  be  of  the  greatest 
interest  and  value.  For  my  own  part.  I  belong  to  a  later  generation,  and 
must  therefore  pass  to  things  within  my  own  recollection. 

Commencing  on  the  2d  Monday  in  May,  1835,  sat  the  convention  which 
formed  the  first  constitution  of  Michigan,  known  as  the  constitution  of 
that  year,  although  I  suppose  it  did  not  take  effect  in  law,  by  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  into  the  Union,  till  the  act  of  Congress  was  passed  for 
that  purpose,  January  26th,  1837. 

I  first  arrived  in  Michigan  early  in  June,  1835.  My  first  impressions 
and  recollections  of  this  event  are  connected  with  a  stroll  about  the  little 
frontier  town  called  Detroit,  then  containing  less  than  4,000  people.  I 
went  out  to  see  the  capitol,  where  the  convention  was  in  session,  with 
the  late  John  Biddle  occupying  the  chair  as  presiding  officer. 

I  did  not  remain  long  in  Detroit,  but  started  west  in  a  stage  coach  in 
65 
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geaicli  of  sonic  j^ood  land,  which  I  foiind  a  few  days  after  and  i)ui(liased 
of  the  ^jovcinnicnt  at  one  (hilhir  pei-  acre;  it  was  near  a  new  and  small 
villa<;«\  now  the  city  of  Marsliall. 

In  looking;  over  the  procccdin«;s  of  the  convent i(tn.  wc  note  tlic  follow- 
ing^ pi-oniincnt  and  familiar  names;  some  are  still  with  ns,  others  have 
fallen  asleej):  .lohn  Hiddle,  ,lohn  .1.  Adam.  Hobert  Purdy.  Kdward 
Mundy.  liandolph  Manning;.  Seneca  Newherry.  Jonathan  Chase,  .loliu  S. 
Axford.  John  S.  Barry,  Jtihn  Norvell.  John  McDonnell,  John  K.  Williams, 
Conrad  Ten  Kyck,  Louis  li<'anfort,  (Jeorj;e  W.  Ferin«;ton.  William  Wood- 
brid«,'e.  Robert  McClelland.  Koss  Wilkins.  Townsend  E.  Cidley.  Isaac  E. 
Cary,  Lucius  Lyon,  Hezekiah  0.  Wells. 

Such  were  tlie  men  who.  with  their  associates,  laid  the  political  founda- 
tion of  our  State.  The  constitution  they  drew  up  and  adopted  was  an 
excellent  one.  With  a  few  amendments  it  would  Ite  better  than  any  j>ro- 
]M)sed  siiuc.  The  juoposed  new  Slate  of  Michif^an  had  some  trouble  in 
obtaining  admission  into  the  union.  The  clouds  of  war  arose  and  hovered 
over  its  southern  boundary.  State  militia  was  marshaled  in  all  the  pomp, 
pride,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war.  But  Congress  took  up  the 
subject  and  we  obtain(Ml  for  the  strip  of  land  on  the  Ohio  line  the  whole 
of  our  rpjK'i-  IN'uinsula,  so  called,  wliich  with  its  vast  amount  of  mineral 
deposits  I  sujijtose  to  be  worth  much  more  than  the  land  on  the  Ohio 
boi-dei-,  about  which  the  diHiculty  arose.  In  18:15  the  State  came  into  the 
union  and  adojited  the  constitution  which  remained  in  force  till  su])er- 
seded  by  that  which  is  known  as  the  constitution  of  L^oO.  under  whicli  we 
still  live.  In  the  old  capitol  buildinj;  the  extended,  complicated,  and 
difficult  h'fjislation  incident  to  a  new  State  j^overnment  was  brou<jht  for- 
ward and  matured.  We  were  then  emer«;inj;  from  a  state  of  pupilajje 
and  dependence  and  j;i()win<,^  up  into  a  state  of  confederate  sovereijiuty. 

AN'hen  the  constitution  was  formed  in  18;^."),  Michigan  jirobably  num- 
bered about  ."id. (1(H)  people.  Since  then  forty  years  have  ]>assed,  and  we 
now  approach  1  .."it )(),()( )0.  with  all  the  material,  intellectual,  moral,  and 
reli<,nous  eh'ments  whi<-h  <;o  to  make  u]>  wealthy,  stronj;.  and  ju'osjx'rous 
communities.  In  recurring;  to  tlie  old  lej^islative  times,  (►ther  names  than 
those  before  mentioned  come  uj>  before  nu^: — Orijjen  D.  Bichardsou.  Sau- 
f(ud  M.  C.reen.  Wm.  T.  Howell.  Henry  T.  Backus,  Charles  I.  Walker.  Wil- 
liam .\.  Bichmond.  Samuel  Denton,  Flavins  J.  Littlejohn.  Jefferson 
I'';incher.  Kdwin  M.  ( 'us|.  Charles  Ci.  llamnumd.  ^^'illiam  Norman  McLeod, 
.\lfred  II.  Hanscom.  Dr.  IMiny  Bower.  Boltert  P.  Kldridj^e.  Johnson  Niles, 
Klij;ih  J.  Bobeits.  James  D.  \'ideto,  Charles  K.  Stewart.  Kdwin  H.  Loth- 
lop,  Kinsley  S.  Biii^'ham.  .\lexaiider  W.  Beed.  rhurles  P.  Bush,  .\ustiu 
K.  \\'ing.  Samuel  .\xford.  Norman  T.,ittle,  De  Oaiino  Jon«'s.  B.  F.  II.  With- 
erell,  Benj.  B.  Kercheval,  Jacob  M.  Howard.  C.eorjre  W.  Peck.  Titus  Dort. 
Thomas  J.  Drake,  Levi  Cook,  (iardner  Williams,  Olney  Hawkins,  ^'incent 
L.  Bradford.  Andiew  T.  :MrBeyii(.lds.  .\n(lrew  Hiirvey.  Nathan  .\.  Balcli, 
Jacob  Summers. 

Many  of  the  persons  named  rose  to  distinction  in  the  administiat  ion  of 
oui-  State  j^overnment.  and  some  have  occupied  hi};h  positions  in  tlie 
various  depiiitments  of  the  ^'overnment  of  the  Pnited  States.  Those 
who  have  "passed  on"  have  left  theii-  example  and  exjierience  to  benefit 
and  instruct  those  who  were  to  follow  them. 

Tw(»  incidf'Uts  occur  to  me  in  connection  with  the.  to  us,  "olden  times," 
that  appear  worthy  of  a  passing  notice.     .\l  one  time  during  a  session  of 

the  T<egisl;it  Ule  ;i   liitter  peiSdJiill    feeling  ;irnse  between  a   gi'lltleuiau   then 


REPORTS    OF    COUNTIES,    ETC.  513 

resiaui^  in  Ufr'troit  and  tlip  Lieutenant  Governor,  president  of  the  Senate. 
One  day  after  the  adiournment  of  the  Senate,  while  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor was  passing;  through  the  streets  to  his  hotel,  the  other  man  met  and 
struck  him  several  times  with  a  cane.  His  injuries  were  not  severe,  but 
the  Senate  took  notice  of  the  act  as  a  breach  of  privilege,  or  perhaps  as  a 
contempt  of  that  body.  The  offender  was  arrested  and  brought  before 
the  Senate  and  required  to  give  bail,  and  answer  to  the  charge  of  violence 
done  to  the  presiding  officer.  The  bail  was  given  and  the  answer  was  put 
in,  and  I  well  remember  the  rare  opportunity  which  was  thus  afforded  to 
a  member  of  the  Detroit  bar  in  which  to  (iPsplay  his  oratorical  powers. 
The  spread-eagle  was  in  order,  and  a  golden  figure  of  that  noble  bird  was 
noticed  as  appropriately  perched  over  the  chair  of  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate. 

As  near  as  I  can  recollect  the  other  incident  yvas  as  follows- 

A  member  of  the  Senate  had  been  proceeded  against  in  the  court  of 
chancery,  and  while  in  attendance  upon  his  duties  as  member  of  the  Leg- 
islature, he  was  cited  to  appear  before  a  master  in  chancery.  Belying 
on  his  privilege  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  omitted  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons. The  solicitor  in  the  case  then  obtained  an  attachment  for  contempt 
of  court,  and  the  Senator  was  arrested.  He  laid  the  case  before  the  Sen- 
ate. That  body  took  action  on  the  case;  and  the  solicitor  was  arrested  and 
brought  before  them  to  answer  for  contempt,  or  perhaps  for  a  breach  of 
privilege.  He  gave  bail  and  put  in  his  answer;  but  as  the  session  of  the 
Legislature  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  as  the  solicitor  had  occasion  to 
go  to  New  York,  he  prepared  a  pointed  and  most  contemptuous  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Senate,  and  left  for  the  East.  The  next  morning  the  letter 
was  read  in  the  Senate  and  created  much  indignation,  but  as  the  solicitor 
was  out  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  as  the  session  would  close  before  any 
effective  steps  could  be  taken  against  him,  the  whole  proceeding  was 
allowed  to  drop, 

I  give  these  incidents  without  giving  names  as  illustrative  in  some 
measure  of  the  character  of  the  times  in  which  they  occurred. 

At  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  our  State  Legislature,  a  prejudice 
arose  on  the  part  of  those  who  represented  the  interior  of  the  State, 
against  the  location  of  the  capital  at  Detroit.  At  nearly  every  session  a 
cry  was  raised  against  what  was  called  "the  Detroit  influence."  There 
were  many  men  of  great  experience  in  the  city  who  no  doubt  exerted  much 
influence  upon  legislation,  as  it  was  proper  they  should,  but  it  was  claim- 
ed that  the  ''influence"  extended  beyond  this.  It  was  said  that  where 
important  measures  were  pending  before  the  Legislature,  the  influence 
of  the  social  circle  and  of  ladies'  society  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
members,  and  many  will  remember  that  the  influence  of  ''quail  parties," 
and  "quiet  ^uppers,"  was  often  alluded  to  as  the  principal  motive  for 
the  passage  of  many  important  acts  of  legislation. 

The  feeling  against  the  supposed  Detroit  influence  at  times  ran  quite 
high,  and  movements  were  made  at  an  early  day  to  get  the  capital  away 
from  the  city,  and  get  it  located  in  some  more  healthy  -political  atmos- 
phere. 

Section  9  of  Article  XIL  of  the  Constitution  provided  that  the  capital 
should  be  at  Detroit,  or  at  such  other  place  as  should  be  prescribed  by 
law;  so  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  remove  it  at  any 
time.  Several  attempts  had  been  made  to  remove  it,  but  without  suc- 
cess. It  was  very  easy  to  get  a  vote  in  the  Legislature  to  move  away 
from  Detroit,  but  when  the  question  arose  as  to  wiiere  it  should  be  set 
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down,  the  rivalry  of  several  interior  cities  and  villa<;es  rendoj<»i  even  the 
removal  itself  inijiossilde. 

The  section  of  the  constitution  l»ef(w<-  .lied  had  provided  that  in  the 
year  1.S47  the  Le<iislatiire  should  locate  the  capital  j>ernianently.  Ac- 
eordin<;ly.  at  the  session  of  that  yeai",  hills  wei-e  introduced,  and  a  more 
earnest  ett'ort  than  usual  to  ;;('t  it  away  from  the  city.  The  same  livalry 
between  ditferent  towns  to  (d>tain  it  was  still  a  serious  ohstacle  in  the 
way  of  definite  and  final  action  on  the  sul)je<t.  The  (juestion  was  <>ften 
l)ron<i:ht  up  and  discussed  in  each  House,  but  the  cajjital  would  not  move. 
S<»me  of  tlu'  discussions  wei«»  (piite  amusin<;.  I  was  one  morninj;  in  the 
Senate  when  a  lijiht  snow  had  fallen  the  ni^lit  l»efore,  and  the  Hon.  .1.  .1. 
Adam  arose,  and  with  much  jiravity  moved  that  the  bill  for  the  removal 
of  the  capital  should  be  tak<'n  up.  ur^iin^  as  a  reason,  that  as  there  was 
a  new  fall  of  snow  on  the  j^round.  it  would  slide  easy. 

With  all  the  efforts  there  was  no  <,'ettin^^  a  bill  throu<,fh  for  the  i-emoval. 
It  was  supposed  and  assumed  that  the  capital  must  stay  where  it  was.  or 
must  be  located  in  some  lar<;e  town  in  the  interior  where  accommodations 
<ould  be  liad  for  the  State  ofticers  who  should  reside  at  the  capital,  and 
for  members  of  the  I.ejiislature  durinjj;  the  session. 

Finally,  while  the  matter  seemed  to  be  in  a  dead  lock,  a  member  in  the 
Jlouse  one  morninf;  arose  and  moved  the  introduction  of  a  bill  in  these 
worils,  "That  the  seat  of  «;overnment  of  this  State  shall  be  in  the  town  of 
Lansinj;,  in  the  county  of  In«iham.'*  as  such  bill  is  piinted  (ui  pajre  seventy- 
one  of  the  session  laws  of  1S47.  should  be  jtassed  by  the  House.  This  was 
rejrarded  as  a  joke  by  the  members,  and  not  unlikely  it  was  so  re}::arded 
by  the  mover.  The  town  of  Lansinj;  had  but  recently  orjjanized  as  such. 
it  was  mostly  an  unbroken  forest.  Very  few  remembered  even  where  it 
was.  allhoujih  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  it  was  situated  between  .lack- 
son  and  some  other  jjlaces  as  yet  uidcnown  to  most  of  nuinkind.  There 
was  and  could  be  no  accommodations  in  that  town,  except  such  as  the 
hunter  enj()ys,  for  the  use  of  the  nuMubers  of  the  I.ej-islature  of  the  State 
government.  The  motion  was  a  hu<;e  joke,  and  was  received  by  a  <;eneral 
laii;jrh.  Tliere  was  no  debate,  and  the  speaker  i)ut  the  question  at  once, 
aj'parently  as  a  piece  of  fun  too  j;ood  to  be  lost,  the  bill  was  passed  almost 
or  (juite  unanimously,  tlie  Wayne  dele}j;ates  even  joininfj  in  the  fun  and 
volinj;  f<u'  it.  The  Idll  was  sJ'Ut  to  the  Senate  at  once.  api>arently  for 
theii-  amusement.  The  Senate  received  it.  and  then  the  joke  assunied  tlie 
character  of  seriousness.  Those  who  were  intei-ested  in  lands  in  and 
around  I.aiisin^^  saw  the  jiame.  and  at  (uicc  juepaicd  t»»  jmrsue  and  c:ip- 
ture  it. 

The  Senate  was  immediately  suirminded  by  a  powerful  lobl)y  in  favor 
of  the  House  bill,  in  comparison  with  which  the  "(luail  sujtper"  influence 
of  Detroit  suidv  into  insi;;nifican(  e.  Whalevei-  mi};ht  be  the  intluences 
brouj^rht  t<»  bear  on  the  subject,  a  larj;e  numbei-  was  soon  foun«l  amon}^ 
the  Senators  who  were  in  favor  of  the  bill.  All  sorts  of  etlorfs  were  made 
to  defeat  it,  or  even  to  amend  it  in  some,  no  matter  how  sli<iht  a  particu 
hii'.  so  as  to  jjet  it  back  to  the  House,  where  it  was  hoped  it  mi-;iil  !>.• 
defeated.  Kven  representatives  from  some  cities  of  the  inferior,  wished 
to  defeat  it  in  or«h'r  to  increase  the  chances  in  f;ivor  of  their  own  locali- 
ties. 

The  inHuences  in  favor  of  Lansing  increased  and  mulli|)lied  eveiy  day 
till  they  overshadowed  all  otheis.      Kidicule  was  folhnved  by  ar^'ument. 
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and  ai'j^umeut  by  entreaties,  and  entreaties  by  denunciations.  What! 
sliall  we  take  tlie  capital  from  a  larj^e  and  beautiful  city,  where  there  are 
ample  accommodations,  and  stick  it  down  in  the  woods  and  mud  on  the 
banks  of  Grand  river,  amid  choking  miasma, — where  even  the  wood- 
man's ax  has  never  awakened  its  echoes,  where  the  howl  of  wolves,  where 
the  hissing-  of  nuissasaugas  and  the  grojius  of  bull-frogs  resound  to  the 
hammer  of  the  woodpecker  and  the  solitary  notes  of  the  nightingale? 

Such  were  the  efforts  made  and  arguments  used  to  defeat  what  was 
started  as  a  good  joke,  but  was  now  denounced  not  only  as  a  great  mis- 
take, but  as  a  great  iniquity,  and  even  a  gigantic  fraud  and  swindle.  The 
members  from  Wayne  county,  who  voted  for  the  joke  now  hung  their- 
heads  in  sorrow  and  mortification,  while  nothing  could  arrest  the  onward 
nmrch  of  legislation.  The  bill  passed  the  Senate  without  amendment,, 
it  was  immediately  sent  to  the  (iovernor,  who  at  once  signed  it,  and  thus, 
gave  it  the  force  of  law. 

So  wholly  unpremediatedly  had  the  bill  been  introduced  into  the  House 
and  so  hastily  pas.sed,  that  it  provided  no  details  whatever  for  the  capital, 
and  did  not  even  fix  the  place  of  its  location,  except  that  it  was  to  be  in 
a  named  township  which  contained  thirty  squire  miles.  A  remedy,  how- 
ever, w-as  soon  found  for  this  defect,  in  the  act  on  page  76  of  the  session 
laws  of  1847,  which  provided  commissioners  to  locate  the  capital  at  a 
fixed  point  in  the  town  of  Lansing,  and  provided  for  clearing  the  land 
that  should  be  selected,  and  for  the  erection  of  buildings  to  accommodate 
the  Legislature  and  the  State  government.  In  this  act  the  important 
jirovision  was  inserted,  that  the  capital  should  be  located  on  the  school 
section  of  the  town  named. 

The  commissioners  on  examination  found  the  school  section  (16)  ad- 
mirably situated  for  the  purpose  on  the  west  side  of  Grand  river.  They 
selected  that  section  accordingly.  A  plat  was  procured  for  the  proposed 
village,  now  the  city  of  Lansing.  The  clearing  was  commenced,  and  the 
I)resent  capitol  building  soon  erected  on  a  beautiful  swell  of  ground  and 
one  of  the  i)ublic  squares  of  the  city.  This  building,  a  plain  w^ood  struct- 
ure, was  ready  for  the  Legislature  of  1818.  It  has  been  occupied  ever 
since  as  the  State  capitol,  and  probably  will  be  till  the  new  building  shall 
be  ready  for  occupancy'. 

Such  is  a  brief  account  of  the  removal  of  our  State  capital.  No  doubt 
the  removal  was  slightly  detrimental  to  the  city  of  Detroit.  It  took 
away  a  portion  of  the  patronage  w^hich  had  been  received  by  the  hotels 
and  store-keepers,  and  a  few  thousand  dollars  a  year  were  thus  diverted 
to  another  locality  which  had  been  expended  in  Detroit  by  executive 
officers,  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  Third  House,  which  was 
not  unfrequently  large,  and  such  strangers  as  might  have  business  with 
the  various  departments.  Further  than  these  matters,  which  were  of  no 
great  significance,  I  do  not  think  the  removal  of  the  capital  w^as  a  serious 
injurj^  to  the  cit}'.  Detroit  has  increased  and  flourished,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so  in  future,  as  the  result  of  its  own  industry,  enterprise,  and 
natural  advantages,  regardless  of  the  location  of  the  State  capital. 

On  the  other  hand  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  removal  of  the  capital, 
even  into  ''a  waste  howling  wilderness,"  was  of  immense  advantage  to 
the  State  at  large,  in  opening  that  very  wilderness  to  settlement  and 
culture,  and  in  promoting  the  foundation  of  villages  and  even  cities.  The 
value  of  the  town  of  Lansing  and  its  vicinages,  traversed  as  they  are  and 
will  be  by  railroads,  may  now  be  fairly  stated  at  millions  instead  of 
thousands,  to  which  the  same  property  must  have  been  limited,  had  it 
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not  secured  the  location  of  the  capital.  I  am  incliiicd  to  think  tlic  re- 
moval operated  "all  for  the  best."  not  only  for  the  State  at  lar^'c  l)ut  for 
the  city  of  Detroit. 

There  were  i)eciiliar  pnltlir  ad\antaj;es  resultinj;  from  the  removal  of 
the  capital,  a.^^  it  was  jdaced  on  a  school-section, — so  railed, —  of  the  town- 
shij).  This  school-section,  one  mile  s(iuare,  was  a  part  of  the  endowment 
granted  by  the  United  States  fjovernment  to  the  State  for  common-school 
purpo.ses,  which  endowment  constituted  the  early  foundation  of  our  com- 
mon-school system.  While  the  country  about  it  remained  unsettled,  this 
school-section  was  probably  not  worth  the  minimum  price  jjlaced  uj)On  it 
j)er  a<'re.  by  the  State.  Wlien  the  capitol  was  jdaced  on  it.  it  was  at  once 
platt«'d  for  a  villa;re  and  ultimately  for  a  city;  and  instead  of  bein;;  sold 
for  ten  or  tifteeu  (bdlars  per  acre,  it  readily  brcuiiiht  j;ood  piices  for  vil- 
lajie  lots.  I  am  informed  that  the  (140  acres  of  the  school-section,  instead 
of  pro<lucin^  |terhaps  from  :J5,0(K)  to  ^10, ()()().  jiroduced  and  poured  into 
the  common  school  fund  of  the  State,  from  |;.~)( >(».(»()()  to  ;$1,(MI0,()()(). 

At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  capital,  the  union  system  of  schools 
had  not  been  introduced  into  this  State.  The  old  single  district  system 
still  ju-evailed,  even  in  cities  and  large  villages,  and  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  scholars  were  j)lace(l  under  one  teacher.  The  classes  were  neces- 
sarily snuill,  and  all  bianches  froTii  A  15  ('  to  genmelry  were  taught  by  one 
teacher. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  the  union  system  is  to  gather  several 
isolated  district  schools  of  one  neighborhood  into  one  building  so  far  as 
possible,  in  which  many  teachers  can  be  employed,  the  classes  made 
larger,  and  at  the  same  time,  but  few  classes  under  the  personal  direction 
of  one  teacher.  This  system  carries  the  division  of  the  labor  i)rinciple 
into  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  industry,  that  of  educating 
the  youth  of  the  country. 

As  yet  there  were  no  buihlings  constructed  in  which  to  organize  and 
accommodate  a  ]>roper  union  school.  The  old  capitol  building  after  the 
retnoval  (»f  the  seat  of  State  government  remained  vacant  undei-  the 
chaige  of  a  janitor. 

[Mr.  Bishop  here  gives  (]uite  a  minute  history  of  the  way  some  members 
of  the  school  board  suri-eptitiously  obtained  tlie  key  and  took  jiossession 
of  the  building.] 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  a  few  days  after  they  had  made  their  observa- 
tion, carpenters  with  no  ajt|)arent  authority,  were  heard  at  work  jMitting 
in  seats,  desks,  and  blackboards  in  the  building  for  school  purposes,  [i 
was  soon  rumored  that  the  s<hoo|  lutard  had  stolen  the  old  Capitol.  I 
shall  leave  the  Attorney  (Jeneral  to  determine  whether  it  was  larceny 
or  not;  if  it  was.  I  shall  leave  it  t.o  moralists  to  decide  whether  in  this 
exceptional  case  the  end  did  not  justify  the  means.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  obtaining  of  this  building  enabled  the  school  board  of  the  city  to 
organize  a  first  class  union  school;  and  I  may  add  that  the  obtaining  of 
that  building  and  being  thus  able  lo  present  to  parents  and  friends  of  the 
free  school  system  :\  popular  and  attractive  union  s<hool.  enabled  them 
t«»  overcome  much  of  the  ojtposition  lo  the  svstem  then  prcvalcni  in  the 
city. 

That  capitol  school  was  our  pioneer  iitiion  scho(»l.  It  furnished  an 
organization  and  excellence  which  many  have  followed.  The  loss  of  the 
building  by  the  State,  was,  in  the  fruits  gathered  from  the  use  of  it  for 
school  pur|ioses.  of  immensely  grt-ater  benefit,  nut  only  to  the  city,  but  to 
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the  state  at  large,,  thau  could  the  old  building  have  been  worth  with  all 
its  appurtenances  and  property  for  any  other  use  whatever. 

Nor  is  this  all.  I  had  reason  to  know  while  I  was  President  of  our 
School  Board,  that  members  of  School  Boards,  and  Superintendents  of 
schools  in  other  and  older  States  than  ours,  even  the  oldest  States  in  the 
Union,  came  to  our  city  and  State  to  obtain  models  for  union  schools,  and 
used  those  models  as  arguments  among  their  own  people  in  favor  of 
discarding  the  old  single  district  system  and  introducing  the  preferable 
system  of  the  union  school. 

Such  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  removal  of  the  capitol  building  in 
Detroit.  Nor  is  this  all.  There  is  now  a  flourishing  high  school  in  that 
same  old  capitol  building. 

At  the  time  of  the  removal,  some  of  our  citizens  thought  it  a  grievous 
matter  to  lose  the  State  capital.  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  reflecting  men, 
if  they  could  be  placed  back  twenty-eight  years,  and  should  see  the  capi- 
tal about  to  go,  but  could  at  the  same  time  foresee  the  real  benefits  which, 
in  the  short  space  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  would  spring  from  the  re- 
moval, they  would  say,  "let  it  go!"  They  might  say,  with  considerable 
truth.  The  Legislative  and  Executive  departments  of  the  State  have  been 
great  sinners;  they  deserve  condign  punishment.  But  let  them  go  in 
peace,  provided  they  leave  the  old  capitol  building  behind. 

I  have  thus,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  gone  over  my  subject  and  presented 
recollections  pertaining  thereto,  with  such  reflections  as  occurred  to  me 
in  writing  this  paper.  I  was  not  a  personal  actor  in  the  matters  spoken 
of,  except  in  connection  with  the  educational  system.  I  have  written 
almost  wholly  from  memory,  and  consequently  may  have  made  mistakes. 
If  so,  I  hope  I  shall  be  corrected,  and  that  "the  truth  of  history  will  be 
asserted"  by  those  who  know  the  facts  better.  There  are  many  living 
men  who  know  all  the  details  of  the  subject  over  which  I  have  passed. 
I  hope  my  paper  will  stimulate  them,  and  even  provoke  them  to  write  up 
for  this  society  their  knowledge  and  recollections,  that  we  may  have  a 
more  full,  accurate,  and  satisfactory  treatment  of  the  subject. 


WEXFORD  COUNTY. 

Section  1.  The  PeopU  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  the  county 
of  Wexford,  consisting  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the  present  county 
of  Wexford,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  organized  into  a  separate  county, 
by  the  name  of  Wexford;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges,  powers,  and  immunities  to  which,  by  law,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  other  organized  counties  in  this  State  are  entitled. 

Sec.  2.  The  unorganized  county  of  Missaukee  shall  be  attached  to  the 
county  of  Wexford^  for  municipal  and  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  12.  Said  county  shall  be  in  the  thirteenth  judicial  circuit,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  two  courts  therein,  in  each  year. 

Approved  March  30,  1869. 

The  county-seat  of  Wexford  is  at  Sherman,  a  village  on  the  Manistee 
river. 
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WYANDOT  COrNTY. 

Br  it  cnactrd  hi/  the  Sriiafc  ami  HoMse  of  RcprcsrHtatircfi  of  the  State  of 

Miehiijaii: 

Sec.  20.  That  jiortion  of  th«'  State  einluncctl  in  towns  .S:i,  lU,  85  and 
/{(I  north,  of  lauj^es  one  east,  and  one,  two  and  thiee  west,  shall  be  laid 
otf  as  a  separate  eonntv.  to  be  known  and  desij^nated  as  the  county  of 
>Y.vandot. 

Apinoved  Apiil  1.  ISM). 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  this  county  now  makes  a  j»art  of  Cheboy- 
"an  eonntv. 
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cou:ntt  teeasurers  a^t>  ooujnty  clerks 
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Corrected  to  June  15,  1876. 


COUNTIES. 

County  Treasurers. 

County  Clerks. 

P.  O.  Address. 

Alcona 

Barnard  R.  Cowley 

Ira  Chichester 

Llewellyn  A.  Colwell. . . 

Hiram  B.  Hudson 

Charles  N.  Cornell  .... 
Cuthbert  Parkinson .... 
Oscar  J.  Foote  . 

Allegan 

Allegan. 
Alpena. 
Elk  Rapids. 
L'Ans6 

Alpena 

Abram  Hopper 

Antrim 

Richard  W.  Bagot 

James  D.  Reid 

Baraga 

Barry 

MiloT.  Wheeler 

William  H.  Fennell  .... 

Lyman  P.  Judson 

John  Tate 

William  H.  Powers 

Henry  A.  Braddock 

Job  R.  Green 

Bav 

Bay  City. 

Benzie 

Berrien 

David  E.  Hinman 

Frank  D.  Newberry  .... 

John  C.  Stetson 

Charles  L.  Morton 

John  S.  Dixon 

Berrien  Springs. 

Branch  

Loring  P.  Wilcox 

Earl  Smith 

Calhoun 

Ma.rshflll 

Cass 

Hiram  S.  Hadsell 

Byron  See 

Cassopolis. 

Charlevoix 

Cheboygan 

Chippewa 

Clare  

William  H.  Maultby .... 

Louis  P.  Trempe 

John  C.  Rockafellow 

Richard  Moore 

Medard  Metivier 

Guy  H.  Carleton 

Charlie  C.  Casterlin 

Charles  H.  Palmer 

Duncan. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

Clinton 

Crawford  [  at.    ) 

to  Kalkaska]   i" 

Delta 

John  F.  Oliver 

Edwin  P.  Barras 

PhiloD.  Patterson 

Henry  A.  Rollins . . 

Lorenzo  D.  Cook 

E.  C.  Diffin 

Eaton 

George  W.  Squier 

John  Wagley 

Emmet 

Genesee 

Gladwin 

Charles  C.  Beahan 

John  McGregor 

John  T.  Beadle 

Schuyler  W.  Ambler. . . 
Luke  Hazen 

Flint. 
Gladwin. 

Grand  Traverse. 
Gratiot 

Joseph  B.  Haviland 

William  B.  Scattergood. 

John  L.  Frisbie 

Roland  H.  Brelsford . . . . 
Richard  Smith.. 

Traverse  City. 

Hillsdale 

Hillsdale. 

Houghton 

Huron 

James  B.  Sturgis 

James  E.  Haywood 

Lemuel  Woodhouse 

Amon  Otis 

Houghton. 

Ingham. . . 

John  C.  Squires 

Levi  Noble 

ionia  

Ionia. 

Iosco 

William  C.  Stevens 

John  Maxwell 

James  O.  Whittemore.. 
Joel  C.  Graves 

Isabella 

Mt.  Pleasant 

Isle  Royal 

Hiram  K.  Cole 

Joseph  G.  Opie . . . 

Island  Mine 

Jackson 

David  D.  Trumbull 

Reuben  Spencer 

Amos  C.  Beebe 

Almerin  M.  Tinker 

Henry  S.  Sleeper 

Orrin  S.  Curtis 

Kalamazoo 

Kalkaska 

Kalamazoo. 
Kalkaska. 

Kent 

Henrv  Bremer 

Hobart  H.  Chipman 

Joseph  Retallack,  Jr. . . 

Augustus  Towner 

Jasper  Bentley . 

Grand  Rapids. 
Eagle  River. 
Baldwin  City. 
Lapeer. 
Northport. 
Adrian. 
Howell. 
Mackinac. 

Keweenaw 

Lake 

William  Van  Orden. . . . 

William  A.  Deuress 

Orville  O.  Morse 

William  Gill 

Lapeer 

Leelanaw 

Alfred  John 

Lenawee. 

Livingston 

Mackinac 

George  R.  Allis 

Horace  Halbert 

Thomas  Chambers 

Oliver  Chapoton 

Joseph  Baur 

John  Dunleavy 

Henry  C.  Conkling 

Benjamin  F.  Batcheler.. 
John  Biddle 

Macomb 

Manistee 

Manitou 

Charles  S.  Groesbeck . . . 

James  H.  Golden 

Augustus  Sendenburg.. 
Francis  M.  Moore 

Mt.  Clemens. 
Manistee. 
St.  James. 

Marquette 

Daniel  F.  Wadsworth. . . 

Marquette. 

tj6 
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COUNTY  TREASURERS  AND  COUNTY  CLERKS  FOR  187»  6.-CONTlNnED. 


COUNTIES. 

CODNTT  TREA-SURERS. 

County  Clerks. 

P.  O.  Address. 

Maijon 

Mecosta 

Menominee 

Midland 

Charles  E.  Resseguie . . . 

W.  Irving  Latimer 

James  H.  Walton 

William  Cressey 

Gillis  McBain 

Charles  T.  Sawyer 

Charles  Gay 

Joseph  Fleshiera 

William  Plummer 

Ludington. 
Big  Rapids. 
Menominee. 
Midland  Citv. 

Mi.-^saukee 

Marion  D.  Richardson. . 

Edward  R.  Gilday 

Sylvester  P.  Youngs 

Reeder 

Monroe 

Frederick  Neidermeier. 
Henry  Kent 

Montcalm 

Stanton. 

Montmorency,  ) 
[at.  to  Alpena]  ) 

Muskegon 

Newavgo  

Charles  H.  Cook 

Marcus  S.  Angell 

Albert  B.  Simpson 

.John  R.  Butler 

David  McLaughlin 

Sanford  Brown 

Muskegon. 
Newaygo. 
Pontiac. 
Hart. 

Oakland 

Oceana 

Theodorus  W.  Lockwood 

Theron  S.  Guerney 

Cass  L.  Nauman 

Michael  A.  Powers 

Thomas  T.  Delzell 

Ogemaw 

Ontonagon 

Osceola 

Edward  Washington  . . . 

Stephen  Loranger 

Edward  G.  Raymond  . . . 

West  Branch. 

Ontonagon. 

Hersey. 

Oscoda  [att'e'd  | 

to  Alcona]        \ 

Otsego 

Elijah  C.  Morse 

Marvin  H.  Creager 

Hermann  Hoeft 

C.  W.  Stone 

Charles  L.  Fuller 

Alfred  A.  Tracy 

Simon  Herres 

Otsego  Lake. 
Grand  Haven. 

Ottawa 

Presque  Isle 

Roscommon 

Rogers  City. 
Roscommon. 

Eugene  Kiely    

Saginaw 

George  F.  Veenfliet 

David  Crorey 

Fred  B.  Sweet 

Saginaw  Citv. 

Sanilac 

Rudolph  Papst 

Lexington. 

Schoolcraft 

Henry  S.  Pickands. .    . . 

John  S.  Blackwell 

Almon  C.  Brown 

Moses  F.  Carleton 

John  C.  Joss 

Nathan  M.  Richardson. 
Samuel  Holmes 

Onota. 

Shiawassee 

St.  Clair 

St.  Joseph 

Mathias  L   Stewart 

Charles  D.  Thompson.. . 
James  Hill 

Corunna. 
Port  Huron. 
Centerville. 

Tuscola 

Van  Burcn 

William  M.  Rogers 

Stephen  W.  Buncombe. 

Stephen  Fairchild 

George  H.  Stellvvagon. . 
Ezra  Harger 

Caro. 
Paw  Paw. 

Washtenaw 

Peter  Tuite 

Ann  Arbor. 

Wayne 

Wexford 

Ray  Haddock 

Detroit. 

Heman  B.  Sturtevant.. . 

Sherman. 

ADDITIOI^S   A^T>   CORRECTIONS. 


Note.— As  some  questions  are  occasionally  put  concerning  tlie  correct  metliod 
of  spelling  the  name  of  tlie  founder  of  Detroit,  a  brief  explanation  may  be  de- 
sirable. 

He  always,  probably,  wrote  his  own  name  Antoine  de  La  Mothe  Cadillac,  and 
this— which  is  of  course,  correct— might  therefore  seem  the  only  proper  'way  of 
writing  it.  But  it  will  be  found  that  the  name  La  Mothe,  which  is  the  patronymic, 
is  not  only  very  common  with  otlier  family  titles,  but  in  Cadillac's  case  is  written  as 
often  La  Motte  as  La  Mothe.  The  pronunciation  being  the  same  (as  the  h  has  no 
separate  sound),  the  two  forms  have  been  used  interchangedly,  and  one  is  just  as 
correct  as  the  other.  The  form  La  Motte  is  frequently  preferred  by  writers  in 
H^nglish  because  a  majority  of  their  readers  would  probably  mispronounce  the 
other.  In  French  official  documents  La  Motte  seems  to  be  used  oftenest,  and  some- 
times the  name  of  this  gentleman  is  written  in  both  forms  in  the  same  document. 
Charlevoix  always  writes  it  La  Motte.  Parkman,  who  is  very  careful,  does  the 
same,  and  so  does  Mr.  Heriot,  the  historian  of  Canada.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of 
taste. 

J.  V.  G. 

Note.— Cadillac's  own  signature  as  signed  to  some  papers  found  in  old  St,  Ann's 
church,  Detroit,  is  written  De  LamotJie  Cadillac, 

Note.— When  action  was  taken  by  the  Legislature  in  laying  off  counties  and 
naming  them,  and  afterward  changing  the  names  of  some  of  them,  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  correct  spelling  of  some  of  the 
names,  or  a  carelessness  in  recording  them;  for  example,  on  page  212  of  this  volume 
it  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  act  of  April  1st,  1840,  the  name  of  the  county  is  spelled 
Kautawaubet.  In  the  act  approved  March  8th,  1843,  changing  the  name  to  Wex- 
ford, the  original  name  is  spelled  Rautawaubet.  On  page  213,  in  the  name  of  the 
county  of  Kaykakee  there  occurs  a  similar  error. 

On  the  same  page  the  name  of  Keskkauko  was  given  to  a  county  by  an  act  ap- 
proved April  1st,  1840.  In  an  act  approved  March  8th,  1843,  changing  the  name  to 
Charlevoix,  it  is  spelled  Reshkanko.  Several  other  apparent  errors  of  this  char- 
acter will  be  found  in  this  volume.  When  copying  the  acts  from  the  records  these 
errors  were  noticed,  but  it  was  thought  advisable  to  give  exact  copies  of  the  acts 
as  recorded. 

J.  C.  H. 
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A. 


Abbott,  Betsey,  mentioned,  475. 

Abbott  &  Finchley,  firm  mentioned,  415. 

Abbott,  Judge  James,  mentioned,  375, 
.S85,  393,  415,  422,  436,  496;  agent  for 
fur  company,  24,  338. 

Abbott.  James  and  Mary,  mentioned,  345; 
loss  by  fire,  447. 

Abbott,  Mi-s.,  mentioned,  169. 

Abbott,  John  S.,  mentioned,  455. 

Abbott,  Dr.  Jonathan,  mentioned,  207; 
postmaster,  210. 

Abbott,  R.  J.,  loss  by  fire,  347. 

Abbott.  Robert,  mentioned,  345,  475. 

Abbott,  Samuel  W.,  mentioned,  267,  271. 

Academy,  work  taught  in,  364. 

Action,  preliminary,  of  Pioneers,  7. 

Adair,  William,  mentioned,  59. 

Adam,  J.  J.,  mentioned.  512,  514. 

Adams,  Amos,  landlord.  255. 

Adams,  purser's  steward,  411. 

Adams,  P.  R.,  mentioned,  251. 

Adams,  Thomas  K.,  mentioned,  432. 

Adrian,  its  churches,  233. 

Agard,  Isaac,  Sr.,  early  teacher,  180. 

Agriculture,  French,  spoken  of,  352;  im- 
provement in,  limited,  352. 

Aiken,  Charles  E.,  mentioned,  268. 

Aiken,  Samuel,  mentioned,  179. 

Aishcum  county,  94. 

Ajun,  Mr.,  i-oyal  notarj',  343. 

Albright,  Egbert,  mentioned,  256. 

Alcona  county,  94,  95. 

Aleott,  Mr.,  a  successful  teacher,  457. 

Alcott,  Sidney  S.,  mentioned,  130. 

Aldrich,  Alanson,  mentioned.  509. 

Alger,  Dr.  I.  P.,  mentioned,  52,  56,  61,  90; 
remarks  by,  54. 

Allard,  George,  mentioned,  268. 

Allegan  county,  96,  97. 

Allen,  A.  M.  &  Co.,  mentioned,  286. 

Allen,  Amos  D.,  mentioned,  7,  14,  57,  60, 
61,  88. 

Allen,  Ethan,  mentioned.  141. 

Allen,  James  C,  mentioned,  333,  334. 

Allen,  James  Turner,  mentioned,  333. 

Allen,  James  Turner,  and  wife,  men- 
tioned, 338. 


Allen.  John,  commiss:ioned,  129,  338,  329; 

mentioned,  333.  335,  338,  329. 
Allen,  Jonas,  mentioned,  211. 
Allen,  Lambert,  mentioned.  180. 
Allen,  Levi,  mentioned,  471. 
Allen,  Moses,  mentioned,  178,  179. 
Allen,  Mrs.  John,  mentioned,  333. 
Allen,  Mrs.,  wife  of  John,  for  whom  Ann 

Arbor  was  named,  400. 
Allen,  Solomon  M.,  mentioned,  130. 
Allen.  William,  mentioned,  345. 
Alley,  Elias,  mentioned,  179. 
Alloues,   Father,  a  Catholic  priest,   120, 

481. 
Almendinger,  D.  F.,  mentioned,  327. 
Alperna  county,  94,  97,  98. 
Alvord,  George  W.,  mentioned,  170. 
Alvord,  Joshua  N.,  mentioned.  456. 
Ames,  Charles,  mentioned,  179. 
Ames,  William  B.,  mentioned,  179. 
Amusements,  mentioned,  360. 
Anamickee  county,  94,  98. 
Anderson,  David,  mentioned,  345. 
Anderson,  Miss  Eliza  A.,  mentioned,  283. 
Anderson,  Capt.  James,  mentioned,  345. 
Anderson,  Col.,  mentioned,  21,  283.  413. 
Anderson,  John,  timid  teamster,  332. 
Anderson,  John,  mentioned,  345. 
Andei'son,  John  H.,  mentioned,  456. 
Angell,  Horace,  mentioned,  84. 
Angel,    Van    Rensselaer    T.,    mentioned, 

257.     , 
Animals,  wild,  in  Wayne  county,  403. 
Ann  Arbor,  early  settlement  of,  333. 
Antim  county,  98. 
Antrim  county,  98. 
Antrim,  Joel,  mentioned,  432. 
Arenac  county,  94,  99. 
Architect  employed  on  University,  44. 
Argo,  steamer  described,  396. 
Armes,  George,  mentioned,  297. 
Arms,  J.  B.,  mentioned,  326,  327. 
Armstrong,  Rev.  Reuben,  mentioned,  239, 

401. 
Armstrong,  Sullivan,  mentioned,  7. 
Arnold,  Hiram,  mentioned,  88. 
Arpent,  size  of,  see  note,  351. 
Ashley,  James,  mentioned,  133. 
Ashman,  Henry,  mentioned,  103,  106,  107. 
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4-S.\. 


3)'.i. 


2m. 


A>kiii.  J<»liu,  Kst\..  nifiitiniKMl.  417.  4;!4. 
Association.   Baptist,  list  of  c-liuivhcs  in 

l.SSt).  407. 
Assm-iation,   Detroit,    for  suppression   of 

intemperance,  .394. 
Astor.  .lolin  Jacob,  mentioned,  470. 
Atkinson,  (Jen.,  mentioned.  2;{r>. 
At  Lees,  the,  mentioned,  21(». 
Atterliury,  .lolin  (J.,  m(>ntioned. 
Attorney,   rrosecutinu.   pay  of. 
Atwaier,  Keuben,  collector,  4(!'.t. 
Aiwood,  Hcnj..  mentioned,  L'Hi. 
Aiiilrain,   Frs..   mentioned,  AS2. 
Aiulrain,  Marjraret,  mentioned, 
Aiulrain,  Peter,  mentioned,  .■'.44i{:  loss  by 

tire.  [^41;  early  pr(d)ate  .jnd«e,  -i'Xl. 
Austin,  Benj.  F.,  son  of  Mo.ses 
Austin.  Franklin,  death  of,  L'4."» 
Austin,  Moses,  mentioned,  2(»I». 
Austin,  Wm.  (J.,  son  of  Mose.s 
Axford,  John  S.,  mentioned,  ."ilL' 
Axford,  Samuel,  mentioned.  r>lL'. 


B. 


Baby,  James  Duperon,  slave-lmlder,  41.". 
Backus,   Cliarles,   mentiojied,   ;{.",7. 
Backus,  Henry  T.,  mentioned,  .">12. 
Backus,   \\'.   W..  copy  of  deed   furnislied 

by,  417. 

David,    ami     wife,     school 
in  ISOl',  441). 
mentioned,  IS'J. 
Bacon,  Di'.  Lemuel,  mentioned,  44i>. 
Bai'oM.    .N'alliaiiiel.   mentioned.    17'.». 
Bacon,    \\';isliin;;lon    A..    m«'nlioncd,    'MO, 

4.".!. 
B:iddc.iu,  Aujiustus,  mentioned,  i;!»7,  301, 
B.iddeau.  Joseph,  mentioned.  •_".)7,  .'{01. 
Baddeau,  Lewis  B.,  lK>u^'lit   mill,  L'Sii;  e» 

tiiblislu-d  trading  post,  2'.n. 
Badde.-tn,    Michael,    mentioned,   :;(il. 
I'..idde:iu,   Mr.,  mentioned,  2'X',. 
l'..idileau,  William,   mcntioncil,  i.''.i7.  :{01. 
Bade.   Henry.  Sr.,   mentioned.  L.'7t>. 
Badin.  Sn-phen,  mentioned,  41»;;. 
Badin,   IJev.   \incenl,   mentioneil,  4!>L'. 
BaK^'.  Josej)h  H.,  mentioned,  4:{:^ 
Barley,  Frances  Newbury    i.Mrs.  .lolin. I.). 

s«;. 
B:ij;ley,    John    J.,     llitw,     mentioned.    S; 

playful  allusion  ))y,  19;  mentioned,  84; 

address  by,  VX',.  V\4. 
Bailey,  Jidin.  mentioned.  IIS. 
Bailey,  Ualph,  mention<><l,  L'4.~>. 
Bailey,   Shiney    F.,   death  of.    mentioned. 

24.1. 
Bair,  C'hrlsto|dier.  mentioned,  2(i7. 
Bair,  James,  mentioned.  'J<)7. 
BjUr,  Wm.,  mention»'d,  .V.>.  XH. 
Baker,  Alon/.o,  mentioned,  l."9. 
Baker,  Uev.  (Jeo.  D.,  meniioiu'd,  429, 
Baker,  H.  D.,  mentioned.  2S7. 
Bilker,  .lolin.  nK-nlluned,  s.s. 


Bacon,    Kev. 

taught  by, 

B.-icon,  John. 


B:ikin^.  primitive  way  of,  227. 
B.ildwin,  .\.  ('..  nientiontMl.  2S,  ."iC,  S4. 
B.ildwin,  Lieut.  H.  N..  president  of  court 

marti.il.  2."1. 
Baldwin,  (Jov.   II.   1'..  mentioned.  2.">. 
lialdwin,  John,  mentioned,  ;54.">. 
B.ildwin,   l{«*v.   Mr.,   mentioned,  240. 
Baldwin,  Wm..  mentioned,  i:'..".. 
B.ilcli.  .Nathan  A.,  mentioned.  84.  211,. ">12. 
Ball,  .l<»hn.  jKiper  by.  214. 
r.:ill,   .Mr.  and   Mis.,   mentioned.    i:;(l. 
H.ill,  Folly,  mentit>ned,  ;{4."). 
B;ind(»uin.  Francis,  I'reiwli  priest,  :{44. 
Baiijrs,   Anson,  mentioned.  2<!(!. 
Ban.irs,  Kev.  Mr.,  mentioned.  22.'{. 
Bank,  F.xchanjie,  of  .Mennminee,  2(>.S. 
B.ink.  Hunt  and  Fnizer's.  2C>8. 
B.ink,  tlu'  Cerm.in,  2(hS. 
Banks  in  Washtenaw  courity,  .•'.."{O,  ;{;51. 
Bjintum,   Fere^M-ine,  mentioned,  :',4.">. 
Bar;i.:ra  c(Minty,  lltt. 

B.ir;ij,'a.   Kev.   Frederick,   mentioned,  49.~t. 
B.Miber,   B.  C,  mentioned.   19.1. 
B:nl»er.  John,   mentioned,   l.'!."'.. 
Barclay,  J.  S..   nienti(med,   l(i2. 
Bjirn.ird,   Dr.   L.  .\.,   mentioned.   12:;.   141. 
Barnard.  Fly,  menti<Hied.  2.">il. 
Barnt's.  ("ol.  Isa;ic.  mentioned,  207. 
Barnes,  John,  mentioned.  2(»7,  :!99. 
B.irnes.   Mrs.  John,   mentioin'd,  ."{99. 
Barne.s.  Oi-lando  ^L,  28,  .".r,.  .-.7.  84. 
Barnes,  Orville.  menti(»netl,  2M7. 
Bariu's,  Flder  .Silas,  mentioned,  318. 
Barney.    .Natii;ini(d,   m4'ntione<l,   130. 
B.'iron  le  Bor^rne,  mentioned,  ."m."),  370. 
B.-irry  county.  111,   il2:  sketch  of,  112. 
B.-irry,  John  S.,  mentioned,  .">12. 
Barstow     and     Duttield,      Messrs.,     men- 

ti<Mied,  4.">7. 
Barstow,  Samuel,  mentioned.  4.">S. 
B;irstow.  school  mentioned,  4.">S. 
Bartholomew,  A.  ('.,  mentioned,  24n,  241, 

247. 
Bartow,   Hervey,   mentiom'd,  SO. 
Bartow,  Moses,  mentione<l.  St;. 
B.irtiiw,   \\'u\..   m«Mitioned.  ."iHl. 
Biirrett,   Sevniour,   and    wife,   mentioned, 

241,  247.  " 
B;iirows,  .Milo  W.,  mentioned,  SS. 
Barrows,  Kev.  Mr.,   mentioned,  422. 
Barr,  John,  mentioned,  .'to.'). 
Barr,  Lewis,  mt>ntion«>d,  329. 
Bartrow.   Frank.    meiOione<l,  444. 
Bau;;hman,    Kev.   J<din    A..   :in    elo(]uent 

preacher,  3.37.  414,  479. 
Bau;:hm;in,     S.-irah     H.-irvey,    widow     of 

Kev.  John,  414. 
Bates,   I'rederick.    mention«><l.  3.39, 
Battle,  Kf'-it   nav.'il,  41i>:  .ifter  tlnv 
Baxter,  llenjamin  L..  te^icher,  ISO. 
Baxter,  Levi,  m«'ntioned,  179. 
Baxter,  Witter  J.,  mentioned.  7,  s 


344». 
411. 


11. 


t. 

28.  29,  .')0,  0."i,  78.  .S4,   17n:  donor,  (US. 
Bny  county,  SM.  99;  historical  sketch  of, 
102. 
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Baynes.  Rev.  J.  W..  mentioned,  240. 
Beach.  Rev.  John,  pastor.  401. 
Beach,  Seth,  mentioned,  42,3. 
Beach,  Wait,  mentioned,  1G3. 
Beagle,  F.  G.,  mentioned.  247. 
Beal,  Rice  A.,  mentioned.  86. 
Beale.  Samuel  W..  mentioned.  195. 
Beard,  Allen,  mentioned,  319. 
Bear  hunt,  by  Henry  A.  Smith.  1.52. 
Bears,  trapping,  405. 
Beardsley,  Ezra,  mentioned,  132. 
Beaiibien,  Antoine,  mentioned,  345. 
Beaubien,  Gen.,  mentioned.  376. 
Beaubien,  .Jean  Marie,  mentioned,  403. 
Beaubien,  Mrs.,  residence  mentioned,  346. 
Beaufort,  Louis,  mentioned,  512. 
Beckwith,  Mr.,  mentioned.  329. 
Beckwith,  Cyrus,  mentioned,  334.  335. 
Beebe,  H.  H.,  note,s  by,  187. 
Beebee,  Silas,  esTtracts  from  diary  of,  187. 
Begue,  Conrad,  mentioned,  .344. 
Beecher,  Luther,  mentioned,  340. 
Beecher,  Truman,  mentioned,  471. 
Beeman,  George,  mentioned,  90. 
Beesac,  W.  A.,  mentioned,  327. 
Belcher,  Elisha  W.,  mentioned,  337. 
Bell,  Digby  V.,  collector,  472. 
Bell,  Gen.,  mentioned,  173. 
Bell,  old,  made  into  tea  bells,  427. 
Benedict,  R.  W.,  death  of,  1-57. 
Benedict,  Rev.  R.  H.,  Baptist  pastor,  467. 
Bennett,  Alonzo,  mentioned,  125. 
Bennett,  James,  mentioned,  209. 
Bennett,  Joseph,  mentioned,  255. 
Bennett,  J.  W.,  mentioned,  199. 
Bennett,  Gershum,  mentioned,  233. 
Bennett,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  298. 
Berrien  county,  119,  120;  earlv  historv  of, 

120. 
Berrien  and  Rose,  government  survevors, 

125. 
Benson,  Peter  B.,  and  wife,  mentioned, 

226. 
Benson,  S.  N.  W.,  mentioned,  178,  179. 
Bentley,  John,  mentioned,  345. 
Benton,  Gideon  P.,  mentioned,  510. 
Benzie  county,  117,  118. 
Berthelet,  Henry,  mentioned,  345,  346. 
"Berthlet,  market,"  spoken  of,  497. 
Bertram,  John,  mentioned.  130,  131. 
Besley,  Wm.,  84. 
Besley,  Mrs.  J.  M.,  84. 
Bethune,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  369. 
Biddle,  Maj.  John,   mentioned,  432,  4-50. 

4.53,  492,  504,  510,  512. 
Bigelow,  C.  P.,  mentioned,  301. 
Bigelow,  Joab,  paper  read  by,  58;  men- 
tioned, 90. 
Bigelow  Bros.'  mill  mentioned,  287. 
Bigham,  Uncle  Robert,  his  sign  "Call  and 

C,"  2.55. 
Billings,  Ml".,  and  familv,  mentioned.  157, 

158. 
Billings,  Mrs.,  trying  scene  for,  1.58. 
Bingham,  Edward,  mentioned,  424,  428. 
Bingham,  H.  H.,  mentioned,  14.  84. 
Bingham,    Gov.    Kinslev    S..    mentioned, 

255,  512. 

67 


Bird.  Capt.  Henry,  mentioned,  .345. 

Bird,  Ira  W:,  mentioned.  334,  .337. 

Bird,  J.  Wesley,  mentioned,  271. 

Bird.  Philander,  mentioned.  510. 

Birney,  Dr.  Dion,  mentioned.  108. 

Biroey,  .Tames,  mentioned.  102. 

Bishop,  Levi,  mentioned,  8.  9,  28,  30,  52, 
55,  .56,  .59,  60.  61,  84,  4.58,  .340;  donor,  63; 
recollections  by,  511;  paper  by,  341. 

Bishop  school,  mentioned.  463. 

Bishop,  Henry,  mentioned,  7,  14,  59,  88; 
paper  l>y,  125. 

Bissell,  Rev.  E.  R.,  mentioned.  240. 

"Black  Swamp."  dread  of,  by  travelers, 
187;  journey  through,  .504:  cattle  driven 
through.  507. 

Rlackman.  Charles,  m.entioned,  179. 

Blackmar,  Charles,  mentioned,  2,33. 

Blackmar.  Lyman,  .iudge  of  probate.  171. 

Blackmar,  O.  B..  mentioned,  179. 

Blackmar,  Sylvester,  practical  miller,  228. 

Black  Hawk.  Indian  chief.  .3.36. 

Black  Hawk  war,  incidents  in,  48. 

Blair.  Freeman,  mentioned.  170,  180. 

Blake,  Admiml,  mentioned,  385. 

Blake,  Chesley,  mentioned,  471. 

Blake.  David,  mentioned.  296. 

Blake.  P.,  mentioned,  296. 

Blanchard.  Stillman.  mentioned,  228. 

Bleeker  county,  94.  126. 

Bligh,  Theodore  M..  mentioned,  105. 

Bliss,  A.  L..  mentioned,  242. 

Bll.ss,  A.  L..  Mrs.,  mentioned,  242. 

Bliss.  Caroline,  mentioned,  244. 

Bliss,  C.  M.,  mentioned,  242. 

Bliss,  Emeline.  mentioned,  244. 

Bliss,  Hervey  K.,  mentioned,  2.39. 

Bliss,  Hervey,  mentioned,  2.38,  245;  and 
wife  mentioned,  243.  245. 

Bliss,  Hiram  W.,  mentioned.  244. 

Bliss,  Hiram  W..  Caroline  L.,  Whitney 
G.,  baptized,  238. 

Bliss,  Nancy,  mentioned,  2.38. 

Bliss,  W.  I.,  mentioned,  242. 

Bliss,  Wm.  W.,  ordained  elder,  239;  in- 
teresting remarks  by,  242;  mentioned, 
244. 

Blissfield,  sketch  of  first  Presbyterian 
church  in.  238. 

Bliven.  Samuel,   mentioned,  241. 

Blood,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  319. 

Blood,  Mr.  E.  F..  mentioned,  226. 

Bloss.  .Tames,  mentioned,  179. 

Blue  Jacket,  Indian  chief,  328. 

Blushfield,  Mr.,  mentioned.  129. 

Bocque,  Father,  church  built  by,  486. 

Bodman,  John  R.,  "toddling  wee  thing," 
18. 

Bohne,  Mrs.  Susan,  early  settler,  293.  294. 

Boies,  John  K.,  mentioned,  86. 

Bole,  John,  mentioned,  299. 

Bonaventure,  Father,  arrived  in  Detroit, 
1722,  487. 

Bonine,  J.  E.,  mentioned,  133. 

Booher,  Fredericlv,  mentioned.  210. 

Book,  Parkman's,  best  border  history, 
373,  348. 

Booth,  Rev.  .John,  mentioned,  401;  Bap- 
tist pastor,  467. 
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Boque.   Philo.   nifntioned.   193. 
Bosksch.  Julius,  nu-ulionod,  20tl. 
Boss,  Randall,  mentioned,  90. 
Bos.suet,     Bisli(»i>,     Kreneh     ancestor    of 

Father  Richard,  482. 
Bouillon,  how  made,  3(i">. 
Boulton.  Altram  V..  mentioned,  ITS,  179. 
Bours,  A.  I...  doncir.  tl3. 
Bowles,  Mrs.   Elizabeth,  mentioned.  298. 
Bowles.  Fri-d..   mentioned,  2J»«i.  298. 
Bowls,  wooden,  fur  chanue,  .383. 
Bowman,  Br«:K)ks.  mentioned,  172. 
Boyce,  Edward,  mentioned,  29«!. 
Boyce,  Jonathan,  mentioned,  296. 
Boyd,  Dr.,  mentioned,  284. 
Boyd,  Elder  W.  H.,  mentioned.  241. 
Boyd.  Mrs.  Ellen,  mentioned,  296. 
Boyles.  Samuel,  mentioned,  2U7. 
Boynton,  Buel  W.,  mentioned.  80. 
Boynton,  R.  W..  mentioned,  5G. 
Boys,  examination  of,  anecdote  respect- 
ing, 453. 
Boys,  money  earned  by,  370. 
Brackett.  M.  S..  mentioned,  7. 
Bradford,  Amariah,  mentioned,  510. 
Bradford,  Vincent  L.,  mentioned,  512. 
Bradt,  J.  C,  mentioned,  133. 
Brainerd,  Eri  L.,  mentioned,  92. 
Branch  county,  120,  127. 
Branch,  Elias,  mentione<l,  179. 
Branch.  Israel,  mentioned,  335. 
Brant,  Commmlore.  displeasure  of,  441. 
Breen  and  Barth-y.  mentioned.  270. 
Breen,  Thomas,  mentioned,  270. 
Breese,  John  W..  mentioned.  88. 
Brevoort,  Commodore,  mentioned,  373. 
Brevoort,  H.  B.,  mentioned,  393. 
Brewster,  George  &  Co.,  firm  mentioned, 

390. 
Brewster,  Maria,  mentioned,  423. 
Bridgeman.  Rev.  Mr.,  pastor.  401. 
Bripham,     Elder    Benjamin,    mentione<l, 

319. 
Brigham,  Jona.s,  killed  by  an  explosion  of 

gas.  432. 
Hrigham,  Mr.,  mentionetl,  49,  5<». 
Brigham,  Thilip,  pioneer  physician,  337. 
Briggs,  Edward  L..  mentioned,  7,  80. 
Briggs,  Isaac,  mentioned.  207. 
Britain.  Maj.  Calvin,  e.\-Lleut.  Gov.,  122. 
British  trooi»s,  massacre  of,  372. 
Brock,  Gen.,  proclamation  by,  mentioned, 

488. 
Brockway,  Benjamin  W'..  mentioned,  108. 
Brockway,  W.  II.,  mentioned,  90. 
Bronson,  (.'atlierine.  inenti<Micd,  423. 
Broiison,  ,Fi)lni,  mentioned.  L'OO. 
Bronson,  Mr.,  mentioned,  399,  498. 
Bronson,  Titus,  mentioned,  129,  207,  208, 

210. 
Br<K>klleld,   Mr.  and   Mrs.,   s<lio(>l   t.iuglit 

by,  450. 
Brooks,    Col.    Edward,    mentioned,    370, 

471. 
Brooks,  John  A.,  montion*^!.  290. 
Brooks,  .[.  W.,  aged  colored  man,  78. 


Broks,  Josiah  R..  mentioned.  207. 

Brooks,  Major,  mentioned,  380. 

Brown,  Alva,  mentioned,  334. 

Brown,  Anson,  mentioned,  335;  died  of 
cholera,  336. 

Brown,  Benj.  J.,  mentioned.  27". 

Brown,  Billy,  mentioned,  442. 

Brown,  Cullen,  mentioned,  423. 

Brown  county,  94,  127. 

Brown,  E.  Eakin,  mentioned.  S,  9.  14,  18, 
05,  84,  207,  210;  song  by,  211. 

Bro^^^l,  Ethan  A.,  mentioned.  7,  189. 

Brown,  EA-ans  &  Wing,  firm  mentioneil, 
227. 

Brown.  IM-.  David  E..  mentioned,  207. 

Brown,  Edwin,  mentioned.  179. 

Brown,  F.  II.,  mentioned,  240. 

Brown  &  Fuller,  firm  mentioned,  336. 

Brown,  George,  ensign,  mentioned,  2.50. 

Brown,  George,  mentioned,  207. 

Brown.  II.  H.,  mentioned.  428. 

Brown,  Joliu  C,  mentioned,  429. 

Brown,  Dr.  Jonas,  ordained  elder,  239. 

Brown,  Gen.  J.  W.,  mentioned,  173,  223, 
225,  228,  229,  235,  230,  250,  476;  memor- 
able words  of,  235. 

Brown.  Levi,  inventor  of  gold  pens,  387; 
mentioned,  420. 

Brown,  Lucy,   mentioned,  423. 

Brown,  Mahlon,  mentioned,  179. 

Brown,  Miss,  teacher,  457. 

Brown,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  227. 

Brown,  Dr.,  benevolence  of,  500. 

Brown,  Samuel,  mentioned,  207. 

Brown,  Dr.  Wm.,  mentioned,  345,  340; 
loss  by  fire,  347. 

Brown.  William,  mentioned,  258.  345, 

Brown,  Wm.  H.,  mentioined.  90. 

Brown,  W.  L.,  mentioned,  2(i9. 

Brownell,  Elijali,  mentioned.  223. 

Browuell,  Thomas  C,  mentioned,  88. 

Browning,  F.  P.,  mentioned,  390. 

Browning,  Francis  F..  mentioned,  471. 

Browning.  Peter  Y..  mentioned.  257. 

Bruusim,  J.  C.,  mentioned.  7. 

Brush,  Charles,  iiiciitioned,  205. 

Brush.  Elijali,  meiiiion(>d,  344,  345. 

Brush.  E.  A.,  mentioned.  419. 

Bryan.  Alpha  Washtenaw.  christen«'d, 
32J»;  mentioned,  327. 

Brvan,  Jolin,  mentioned,  328;  death  of, 
329. 

Bryan,  .Mrs.  John,  an  aged  lady,  327; 
mentioned.  328. 

Bryan,  ^^■illiilm,  mentioned.  108. 

Bu<k,  Lucindii,  mentioned.  'J'.VJ. 

Buck,  Simstiu.  landlord,  4:52. 

Budlong,  P.   II.,  nientloned.  SN. 

Buell,  Alexander,  mentioned,  88. 

Buel,  Mrs.  A.  W..  iirimary  school  exam- 
iner, 4.5r(. 

Buell,  J.  L..  mentioned.  2(;,s,  l'70. 

BufTalo  in  18(il.',  <les<ribed,  4(10. 

BufT.'ilo  an4l  Black  ICock  Co..  mentioned, 
28S. 

Buhl  (V:   Dnchariiie,  linn,  nientloned,  490. 
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Buildiug,  oldest  in  Michigan,  402;  its  his- 
tory, 402. 

Buildings  in  Deti-odt  in  1815-16,  496. 

Bullock,  A.  A.,  mentioned.  206. 

Bunberry.  Patrick,  mentioned.  209. 

Bunce,  Judge  Zephaniah,  history  of,  434; 
experience  as  privateer.  435;  perilous 
journey  by,  438.  440;  kills  wildcat,  424. 

Bunce.  Mrs.,  mentioned,  440. 

Bundy,  Wm..  mentioned,  169. 

Bunkei-,  Slocum,  first  white  settler  in 
Barry  county,  112. 

Bunnell,  Asa,  mentioned.  193. 

Burchard,  Emily,  early  school  teacher, 
271. 

Burch,  Bridget  Ann,  mentioned,  244. 

Burch,  Eliza,  mentioned,  244. 

Burch,  George,  mentioned,  244. 

Burch.  Morris,  mentioned,  245;  death 
mentioned,  245. 

Burdick,  Cyi-en,  mentioned,  207,  210. 

Burdick.  Gen.  Ju.stus,  mentioned,  207, 
210. 

Burdick,  Ichabod,  mentioned.  179. 

Burdick,  Robert,  mentioned.  209. 

Burge,  M.  S.,  mentioned.  296. 

Burglars,  immunltj'  from,  381. 

Burland,  Thomas,  mentioned,  130. 

Burlingame,  Mr.,  mentioned,  159. 

Burnett,  John,  mentioned,  345. 

Burnett,  Jonathan,  mentioned,  255. 

Burnett,  Judge,  journeys  of,  373,  374. 

Burnett,   Mr.,   mentioned,   123. 

Burns,  Daniel,  mentioned,  102,  106,  108. 

Burns,  James,  mentioned,  86. 

Burr,  E.  D.,  mentioned,  86. 

Burroughs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  A.  M.,  men- 
tioned, 169. 

Burrows,  A.,  mentioned,  170. 

Burt.  Thomas,  mentioned,  168. 

Burtis,  Capt.,  mentioned,  396. 

Burtis,  John,  mentioned,  471. 

Busch,  Charles,  mentioned,  346. 

Bush,  B.  F..  mentioned,  90. 

Bush,  Charles  P..  mentioned,  255,  512. 

Bush,  Rev.  Mr.,  circuit  preacher  in  Barry 
county,  116. 

Bush,  Richard  P.,  mentioned,  256. 

Bushnell,  A.  K.,  mentioned,  180. 

Butler.  Gen.,  mentioned,  174. 

Butterfield,  Mr.,  mentioned,  160. 

Buttolph,  Henry  D..  mentioned,  193. 


Cadillac.  Antoine  De  Lamothe,  founder 
of  Detroit,  341,  343,  344.  350,  449,  521. 

Cadillac,  Francis  De  Lamothe,  men- 
tioned, 344,  344a. 

Cadillac,  Joseph  De  Lamothe,  mentioned, 
343,  344,  344a. 

Cadle,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  369,  423. 

Cadoret,  Widow  Nancy,  mentioned,  345. 

Cady,  Horace  H.,  mentioned,  7. 


Cahokies,  an  Indian  tribe,  482. 

"Caleche"  and  "Charette,"  French  vehi- 
cles, 384. 

Calhoun,  Abner,  mentioned,  207. 

Calhoun  county.  128;  earlv  settlement  of, 
128. 

C'aligraphy,  how  taught,  450. 

Calkins,  Edward,  death  of,  245. 

Calkins.  Wm.  S.,  mentioned,  59,  84. 

Cameron,  Alex.,  mentioned,  86. 

Cameron,  John,  mentioned,  296. 

Camp,  Samuel,  mentioned,  129.  131,  334, 
385. 

Campau,  Angelique,  mentioned,  345; 
teacher,  450,  486. 

Campau,  Barnabas,  mentioned,  382. 

Campau,  Dennis,  mentioined,  345. 

Campau,  George,  mentioned,  286. 

"Campau  House"  burned,  358. 

Campau,  Joseph,  mentioned  347,  393,  396. 

Campau,  Major  Joseph,  a  slave  holder, 
415. 

Campau,  a  traitor,  mentioned,  444. 

Campeau,  Toussaint.  mentioned,  345. 

Campbell,  Allen,  mentioned,  88. 

Campbell,  Henry,  mentioned,  450. 

Campbell,  Judge  James  V.,  mentioned, 
27,  359,  450,  460:  lines  by,  355. 

Campbell,  Sidney  S.,  mentioned,  104. 

Camporet,  Jean  Baptiste,  mentioned,  345. 

Canada  settlement  by  the  French,  348. 

Canada  imports  pork  from  Ireland,  407. 

Canadian,  kindness  of  a,  502. 

Canadoway,  Indian  name  for  Fredonia, 
407. 

Candler,  William  R.,  mentioned,  429. 

Canniff,  Nancy,  mentioned,  423. 

Cannon,  Fi-ed.  and  w^ife,  mentioned,  241. 

Cannon,  Mark,  and  wife,  mentioned,  241. 

"Capitol,"  the  site  of  the  old,  511;  appro- 
priated for  school  purposes,  516. 

Carey.  J.  D..  mentioned,  59. 

Carl,  Isaac,  mentioned,  90. 

Carl,  Mr.,  mentioned,  450. 

Carlton,  I.  E.,  mentioned,  301. 

Carr,  A.  F.,  cashier  of  bank,  193. 

Cary,  Isaac  E.,  mentioned,  512. 

Carmichael,  Chas.,   mentioned,  296. 

Carmichael,  John,  mentioned,  296. 

Carpenter,  Augustus  A.,  mentioned,  269. 

Carpenter,  Chester,  mentioned,  241. 

Carpenter,  Deacon,  mentioned,  238. 

Carpenter,  Guy,  mentioned,  248. 

Carpenter,  Hester  Ann,  238. 

Carpenter,  Horace,  mentioned,  92. 

Carpenter,  N.  B.,  mentioned,  393. 

Carroll,  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.,  Bishop  of  Balti- 
more, 482. 

Cartright,  settled  on  island,  442. 

Case,  Anthony,  mentioned,  335. 

Case,  Jerome  T.,  mentioned,  269. 

Case,  Solomon,  mentioned,  209. 

Case,  Rev.  Wm..  mentioned,  475. 

Cass  county,  132. 

Cass.  Elizabeth,  mentioned,  423. 
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Cass.  Gen.  Lewis,  meutiouwl.  24.  37.  78, 

208.  2.^kS.  2.V.I.  277,  :;m4.  ;m4.  rti.-.  :iu. 

320,   321,   :{2.".,   .•W7,   .r.'.J.   340.   374.   .38:!, 

384,  41!».  422.  474.  47«;,  478;  his  daiuin^.' 

inentiidH'tl.  'XVA. 
f'ass  hoiiso.  (IfscriliHil.  .■'..">7. 
f'ass.   Li'wis,  .Jr.,  uitMirioiu'd.  4.32. 
Cass.  Maj.  .Toiiatlian.  uitMUittiitMl.  .*!74. 
Cassopolis,  i)ioiHM'rs*  i)i(iiic  at.  1.'>.'5. 
Catheriuf,  nil  Imlian  iiiaiih'ii.  iniMitioiD'd, 

373. 
Catholic  ohnich.   l<K-atioii  <»f.  4S'.t. 
"Cathoh'pisttMiiiail"  act,   lut'iitioiuMl.  449. 
Catliii.  Klijali.  iin'iiti<nu'(l.  HM. 
f'atliu.   Israel.  nientioiuHl,   13,   14. 
fhadwick.  Mary,  marria;;»'  of.  l.">'.>. 
Cha<l\vi(  k.  S.iUy,  nuMiiioiUMl,  l."»I>. 
Chadwick,  Thomas,  luentioiUMl,  l.")l). 
(Miaiiilx'riaiii,  ('.  (".,  iiit'iitioiHHl,  ,301. 
Chaiiilu'rlaiii.   ( Hiiistoad.   iiuMitioned.  410. 
ChainlK'rlaiii.  Williaiii.  iiiouriontMl.  7. 
riiainlifior.  a  notary  of  Quebec.  .344b. 
riiaiiililii,   notary,  :544a. 
Chain]),   Nathaniel,   mentioned.  47(i. 
Chance.  .Tesse.  mentioned,  247. 
Chandler,  Z..  mentioned.  !«i.  4:;2. 
Chandonai.  .Tolin  H..  iiieiitiitned.  12:*.. 
riian^e  of  names  of  counties.  '.t4. 
('li.iiiin  vSc  Foss.  rtrm  mentioned.  2S7,  2.S0. 
Cliapin.  M.  A:  Co..  firm  mentioned.  :58.'>. 
Cliapin.  .Mary,  mentioned.  42:'.. 
Chapin.  \.  M..  mentioned.  !Mi. 
Chapin.  Charles  A.,  mentioned.  .V.i.  01.  (;2. 

88. 
Ch.Mpin.  Mrs.  ('.  A.,  nientioned.  :;:!2. 
Cliapin.  Doctor  Cyrenus.  owns  siliooner, 

407. 
Ch:i|)man.  W.  II..  mentioned,  14.  SO. 
('ha|N»toii.  I.onis.  mentioned.  ;*4.">. 
Cliapitell.  Osman.  mentioned,  l."7. 
Cliappee,  Indian  trader  and  .lueui.  2»>4. 
Cliarlevoix.  a  Frencli  traveler.  121.  :572. 
Charlevoix  county,  !»4.  144.  14.">. 
Chartier.  Louis,  raiser  of  ponies.  44M.  442. 
Chart ron'.s,  Peter,  loss  by  tire.  347. 
Chase,  Dr..  mentioned,  171). 
Chase,  H.  A.,  mentioned,  4:!2. 
Chase,  .Tonathan.  mentioned.  .">12. 
Chase,  Levi,  mentioned.  110. 
Chase,  Roln-rt   I'.,  mentioned,  ;i37. 
Chase.  Rev.  S.,  Baptist  p;istor.  4»»7. 
Chase.  Supply,  mentioned.   14:  early  his- 
tory of  the  HajOist  church  in  .MIchifrnn, 

by,  40«;. 
Cheboygan  county.  14.".  14<!. 
Cheney.   Prof.,  mentioned.  44S. 
Cherry,  Henry  P..  7.  14,  ."!».  Hi;  donor.  :{1. 
Chester.  Kd.son  .T.,  mentioned,  14. 
Chester,  E.  T..  mentioned.  10.s.  l«S>.  170. 
Chester.  .John,  mentioned,  42."».  428. 
Cheevcr,  Henry  .M.,  mentioned.  ,H4. 
Cheono<|Uet  count.v,  !»4,   1  17. 
Chester.  .Mrs.  I".,  mentioned.   l<;!t, 
Childs.  .\nron.  ineniloued,  320.  327. 


Chilicothe.  s«-at  of  ^overniueni  for  North- 
western territory,  37. 
Chipman  &  Seymotir,  publishers,  387. 
Chisholm.  Peter,  mentioned,  130. 
Chisholm.  Enndine,  tirst  prirl  born  in  Cal- 
houn cotinty,  131. 

Chitt»'nd-n,  <'hester,  mentioned.  34."j. 

Chittenden,  Mr.,  mentioned.  371. 
Chihls.  .T.   \Vel)ster.   mentioned.  8,  9,  7s. 
92. 

Chippewa  county.  140. 

Choate,  Marv  Olrs.  Ilarvi'vt,  mentioned. 
413. 

Chortle.  Mr.,  mentioned.  4.38. 

Chovln.  Charles  and  Louise,  mentioned. 
403. 

Chovin,  .lean  Raptiste,  mentioned.  403. 

Christiancy.  I.  P..  mentioned.  84. 

Chronicle.  Oakland,  mentioned,  388:  dis- 
continued. .380. 

Church.  Baptist,  in  Ionia  county.  193. 

Church,  early  hlstor.v  of  Baptist,  in  Mich- 
Ifran.  400. 

Church.  First  Presliyterian  in  Detroit. 
417:  history  of,  417:  burned,  427. 

Church  and  Presbvterv  of  Detroit,  loss 
by  fire.  .347. 

Church.  S.  S..  mentioned,  l."7. 

Cicotte,  E.  v..  mentioned.  .340. 

Cicotte.  E.  V.  A:  F.  X..  firm  mentioned. 
4.32. 

Cicotte.  M.ijoi-.  mentioned.  403. 

Cider.   Detroit,  liijrldy  esteemed,  '.',">. 

Circul.-ir.  ;:eneral.  issued  by  the  executiv»' 
•  ommittee  of  the  State  Pioneer  Soci- 
ety. April  22.  1874.  0. 

Circulai*.  ^'cneral.  issued  b.v  the  cominit- 
tee  of  liistorians  of  the  State  Pioneer 
Society.  Feb.  28,  1870,  82. 

Circular  letter,  isstied  Feb.  28.  1870.  81. 

Clai»p.  Mr.,  classical  teacher,  4.'>0. 

Cj.ire  county.  94.  147. 

Cl.irk.  A.  K..  mentioned.  .'9.  8«»,  .327. 

Cl.-irk.  Beiij.'imin.  mentioned,  244. 

Clark,  Rev.  Calvin,  mentioned,  ."2.  ."»7.  iK). 

Clark,  D.  II.,  mentioned,  248. 

Clark,  (Jen.  Edward,  mentioned.  7ti,  90, 
320,  :{.3."..  .3.38. 

Clark.  Rev.  C.  C,  pa.stor.  401. 

Clark,  (Jeorte,  mentioned,  90;  recollec- 
tions l)y,  .'•Ol:  death  of,  mentioned  in 
note.  .'>01. 

CI:irk.  Henry,  mentioned,  179. 

Clark.  Isjibella.  mentioned.  238. 

Clark.  .lohn  .1..  247. 

Cl;irk.  .loiin  L..  mentioned.  244. 

Cl.'irk.  Lucius  L..  mentioned.  88. 

Clark.  Moses,  preacher.  .337. 

Clark.  Miss,  tejiclier,  mentioned.  21»7.  448. 

Clark.  S:irah  .I.-iiie.  mentioned.  KS. 

Ciiirk,  .Stephen,  mentioned,  24."». 

Cl.'irk.  Will.  C.,  dece.ise  mentioned,  245. 

Clark.  Will.  .\..  mentioned.  S.S;  arldress 
by.  2.^2. 
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Clarke,  Doctor,  mentioned.  386. 
Clarksou.  David,  mentioned,  92;  pioneer 

sketches  by,  509. 
Cleland,  Cbai'les,  publisher.  389,  390,  391, 

488. 
Clerkis,   coiintv,   list  of  for  1875-76,  519, 

520. 
Cleveland,  Rev.     .John    P.,     pastor,    424; 

mentioned,  425. 
Climie.  Andrew,  mentioned,  8. 
Clisbee.  C.  W.,  mentioned,  133,  143. 
Clinton  county,  147,  148;  incidents  in  pio- 
neer life  in,  149. 
Clough.  Freeman  A.,  mentioned.  125. 
Cloutier,  Widovk-.  mentioned,  345. 
Club,  the  "Rattlesnake."  spoken  of.  377. 
Coates.  Mrs.  Ann,  mentioned,  345;  loss  by 

fire,  347. 
Cobb.  Charles  L.,  mentioned,  88. 
Cobb,  Edwin  R..  mentioned,  305. 
Cobb,  Jerome  T.,  mentioned,  7. 
Cobb,  Dr.  L.  H..  mentioned,  460. 
dobb.  Stephen  S.,  mentioned,  88. 
Coe.  Henry,  mentioned,  327. 
Coe,  Rev.  D.  L.,  mentioned,  450. 
Cole.  Henry  S.,   mentioned,  387;  church 

treasurer,  428. 
Cole,  Mrs.  H.  S.,  schoorexaminer,  456. 
Cole  &  Porter,  firm  mentioned,  389, 
Coleman,  Russell,  mentioned,  168. 
Colister,  Robert,  mentioned,  318. 
Colony,  the  Dexter,  mentioned.  193. 
Collector,  meager  salary  of,  469, 
College,  Agricultural,  organized,  508, 
Collins.  J.  H.,  mentioned,  327. 
Colwell,  H.  J„  banker,  268,  269. 
Colyer,  Wm.,  ordained  elder.  239;  men- 
tioned, 241,  248. 
Comstock,    Addison   J.,    mentioned,    229, 

232;  postmaster,  2.30. 
Comstock,  Daiius,  mentioned,  229,  231. 
Comstock,  Horace     H.,    mentioned,  130, 

131,  209,  210. 
Com.stock.  Dr.  Oliver  C,  mentioned,  7,  8, 
9.  13,  14,  18,  27,  28,  30,  46,  52,  56,  57, 
59,  61.  84;  donor,  63. 
Compauy,  Peninsula,  iron   and     lumber, 
269;    Menominee     iron,    269;     railroad. 
Deer  creek,  and  marble  quarry,  269. 
Comparet,  Jean  Baptiste,  mentioned,  345. 
Compensation,  no  officer  of  State  Pioneer 

Society  to  receive,  12. 
Compton.  Mr.,  mentioned,  158. 
Conant,  Mr.,  mentioned,  501. 
Conant,  Shubael,  trustee,  423. 
Conger     Bros,,    proprietors    of     "Conger 

House,"  247. 
Conger,  Mrs.  A.  G.,  mentioned,  180. 
Congress,  land  granted  by,  47. 
Conkite,  Mr.,  mentioned,  158. 
Conklin,  A.,  mentioned,  133. 
Conn,  Robert,  mentioned,  345. 
Connell,  P.  J.,  mentioned,  296. 
Conner,   John,    mentioned,   345;   loss   by 

fire,  347. 
Constant,  Mr.,  mentioned,  286. 


Constitution,  act  to  authorize  the  First 
Presbyterian  Society  of  Detroit,  to 
amend  their,  425. 

Constitution  and  by-laws  of  State  Pio- 
neer Society,  10,  11. 

Contents,  table  of,  v. 

Converse,  Elijah,  mentioned,  423. 

Converse.  Rebecca,  mentioned,  423. 

Converse's  boarding  house,  mentioned, 
385. 

Conveyance,  first  private,  of  land  in 
Michigan,  341. 

Convis,  Ezra,  mentioned,  130. 

Convis,  Samuel,  mentioned,  130. 

Cook.  Addison  P.,  mentioned,  86. 

Cook,  Abraham,  mentioned,  345;  loss  by 
fire,  .347. 

Cook,  Henry,  mentioned.  130. 

Cook,  Hugh,  mentioned.  170. 

Cook,  John  P.,  mentioned,  7,  14,  168,  171, 
179. 

Cook,  Levi,  mentioned,  .512. 

Cook.  Lilly,  mentioned,  86. 

Cook,  O.  and  L.,  mentioned,  333, 

Cook,  Peter,  mentioned,  327. 

Cook,  Solon,  and  wife,  mentioned,  337. 

Cook.  Wm..  mentioned.  59.  86. 

Cooley,  Anthony,  mentioned,  209, 

Cooley,  Elias,  mentioned,  209. 

Cooley,  Jacob  F..  donor.  31,  160. 

Cooley,  Thomas  M.,  mentioned,  84. 

Cooper.  David,  mentioned,  346,  377,  418. 
429,  449. 

Cooper,  Elizabeth,  mentioned,  345. 

Cooper,  Lovisa,  mentioned,  423. 

Copley,  Alexander  B.,  mentioned,  86. 

Coquard,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  482. 

Corbus,  James,  age  mentioned,  52,  54. 

Corbus,  Joseph  C,  mentioned,  90. 

Corbus.  Richard  W..  172,  178,  179. 

Corey,  .1.  D.,  mentioned,  88. 

Corey.  Philip,  mentioned,  207, 

Cornell,  Rev.  Alfred,  Jr.,  mentioned,  193. 

Cornell,  Alfred,  and  wife,  mentioned,  193. 

Cornell,  Jacob,  mentioned,  90. 

Corpus  Christi,  Catholic  festival,  363. 
Costumes,  described,  359. 

Cote,  Joseph,  mentioned.  345. 

Cote,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  345;  loss  bv  fire, 

347. 
Cote,  Presque,  mentioned,  345. 
Cotie,  Alex.,  mentioned,  296. 
Cottrell,  David,  associate  judge,  443, 
Cottrell,  George,  farmer,  443. 
Cottrell,  Henry,  sheriff,  443. 
Council  house,  Detroit,  497,  511. 
Counties,  names  of,  changed,  94. 
Court,  Probate,  in  Wayne  county,  433. 
Court,  the  Supreme,  appealed  to,  107. 
Courtney,  John,  mentioned,  444. 

Cousins,  Mr.  ,  mentioned,  456. 

Covert,  A.  R.  L.,  mentioned,  86. 
Cowin,  Charles,  paper  started  by,  299. 
Cowles,  Martin,  mentioned,  337. 

Cowles,  Mr, ,  mentioned,  21. 

Cox,  Edward,  mentioned,  90. 
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Coxshaw,  printer.  488. 

Orane.  A.  !>..  iiu'iitioued,  90,  326,  327. 

Craut',  C.  II..  iiH'iitioued.  90. 

Crano.  (Jeorjri',  iiu>utiono«l.  232. 

Crandall.  .Toliii,  Sr..  iiKMitioncd,  180. 

Crand.ill.  Thomas,  iin'ntioiu'd,  180. 

Craii;.  JauK'.s  S.,  inentiout.'d,  88. 

Crarv,  Gon.  Isaac  E.,  nientioued,  38,  39. 

40.'  55.  131.  512. 
Crawford,  W.  II..  nieutioued,  470. 
Crawford  romity,  94.  154. 
Cri'ijui.  Bassile.  nuMitioiuHl,  .345. 
Crittenden,  Allen,  nientioued,  327. 
Crooks.  Ramsay,  apent  of  J.  J.  Astor,  383. 
Cros.sman,  Miss,  early  teacher.  448. 
Crossman.  Peter.  menlione«l.  290. 
Crossman.  S.  O.,  nu'iitioned.  130. 
Cross.  Wn)..  mentioned.  327. 
Cross.  Wm.  II..  mentioned.  28.  57.  59,  86. 
Crosby.  I'hehe.  mentioned,  423. 
Croswell,  Charles  M..  mentioned.  84. 
Crow  and  other  slaves,  nu'ntioned,  410. 
Crozer,  James  A.,  editor.  270. 
Cumminfrs.  Sherman.  ment;ion«M].  209. 
Currency,  inllated,  290. 
Currency,  ••wildcat."  etc.,  189,  190. 
Curry.  Cliarles.  mentioned,  345. 
Cury.   Mrs.   .Tohn   (Minerva),   mentioned, 

21»3.  21>7. 
rnrlenius.  Frederick  W..  mentioned,  88, 

210. 
Curtis,  J.  S..  mentiontMl,  88:  M.  W.  C.  M., 

etc.,  of  Odd  Fellows.  208. 
Curtis.  Rev.  G.  C.  mentioned,  240. 
Cust,  Edwiin  M..  mentioned.  512. 
"Cut  money,"  dcsi  rilied.  .".S^J. 
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Dablon,  Fatlier.  .Tesuii  i>riest.  12n.  481. 
Dalley,  .Joseph,  mcntioiu'd,  2S(!,  291. 
Dame.  .Tosei)h,  mentioned,  22o. 
Dana,  Josiah   P.,   mentioned,  287. 
Dana,  Rev.  J.  Jay,  mentioned,  239. 
Danforth.  Mr.,  mentioned,  449. 
Daniels.   N.   I.,   mentioned.  59.  80. 
DarliuK,  C.  C,  mentioned,  S(;. 
Darling,  Simon,  death  of,  157. 
D;irwin.     Kcv.    .\l.iiis(m,   meuiioiied,  223. 

2:'.S. 
I»aveiiport,    r.   T.,   and    wife,    mentioned. 

241. 
David,  James  I.,  mentioned.  M6. 
David.  Jehlel.  mentioned.  510. 

I>avi(lson, .  mentioned,  207. 

Davidson.  Jiimes,  mentioned,  320. 
Davis,   ('.    tV:   Co..    Iioardiny   liotise.    men- 

llonetl,  287. 
Davis,    CliniiMcey,    meutioncd.    •_'9ii.    'Jt>M. 

.".(Ml;  m;iyor,  .''.ol. 
Davis,  Klilni,  mentioned.  17o. 
I»avis  &  Hi;.'clow,  t;innery  of.  .'!.H7. 
Dnvls,  James  II.,  mentioned.  Klit. 
Davis,  J«)se|)li   D..  meiillon)>d,    2.S.',     'JliO, 

300. 
Davis,  L..  mi'iiiioni'ii.  7x. 
Davis,   I'.  Jr.,   mentir.ncd.   .'.sd.   3,s7.  31H(. 
Davis,    Robert    W..    niciilliHied.    432,    471. 
Davis,  Samuel  I'.,  mentioned.  248. 


Davi.son,  Abram.  mentioned,  130. 

Day,  Isaac  and   Mrs.,   mentioned.  345. 

Day,  President  of  Yale  College,  men- 
tioned, 39.  42. 

Dean,  Jonatlian.  mentioned.  157. 

Dean.   Miss   Saiali   .'^.,    mentioned,   '229. 

Dean.  Isaac,  mentioned,  229. 

Deare,  Henry  M.,  mentioned.  4.33. 

De  Coto.  Josepli.  mentioned,  2<i5. 

Deed,  translation  of,  343. 

Deer,  hunt  in;;  the,  405. 

De  Guion.  Madame  Marie  Therese,  men- 
tioned, .■>4.".,  .344.\. 

DeJatirv,  Father.  Catholic  missionary, 
485. 

Dejean  and  IJellany,  European  clertry- 
men,  493. 

Delemater,  A.,  mentioned,  385. 

Delamater,    Anson    H.,    mentioned.    14. 

Delano,   Ephraim,   mentioned,   209. 

Delevan,  T.  C,  mentioed,  179. 

Delta,  early  settlement  of,  157. 

Delta  county,  155. 

Deminp,   Dr.   D.   E..  mentioned,  209. 

Deming.  Emily,  mentioned.  423. 

DeminfT.  Jolin  J.,  mentioned,  382,  420. 
422,  423,  42S;  ruling'  elder,  419. 

Demoine  county,  *150. 

Dennison,   Rev.   A.,   Baptist   pastor,   4»"i7. 

Denocher,  a  lialf-bre»'d  Indian,  53. 

Densmore,  Robert,  mentioned.  209. 

Denton,  De  Witt  ('.,  mentioned,  257. 

Denton,  Dr.  Samuel,  mentioned.  44,  334. 
337.    512. 

Dej)ue,  David,  mentioned,  90.  327. 

Desnovers.  Judge,  speaks  of  a  journey. 
.373. 

Desnoyers.  Rev.  J.  ('.  A.,  mentioned,  .'HI. 

Desnoyers'   house,   mentioned,  49S. 

Desnoyers.  Peter  J.,  mentioned.  SO,  450. 
.">oi ;  material  for  sketch  of  old  l)eti\)ii 
tiiniished  by,  .340:  loss  by  tire,  345,  347. 

l»»>solcour,  Louis,  de.itli  of.  meutioneil, 
490. 

D«'   Tonti,    Ciievalier.    mentioned,    121. 

Di'troiters.  sketclies  ttf,  344n. 

Detroit,  inhaltit.-ints  of.  in  1800.  .345: 
sketcli  of  old.  .■{pi;  past  and  present. 
.•:71:  slavery  in.  415:  in  1815-10.  490.: 
wiiite-lisjiing  at.  .">07:  lisli  i>laiiting  in 
river.  507;  earl.v  colonization  of.  347: 
public  schools  in.  30.3.  44S;  Amerii-an 
Hotel  in.  4.31;  burned  in  180.5.  431;  the 
jxirt  of.  40)8;  tlie  \';in  .\very  House, 
402. 

Deveau's,    Mrs.,    house,   41K>. 

Dew«*y,  C'has.  II.,  mentioned,  88. 

Dewey,  F.  A.,  nn-ntioned,  2S.  .58,  .59,  7.0. 
SO;  account  of  Pioneer  siwial  by,  79; 
sketch  of  early  seillemeni  of  Leiuiwee 
county  by,  221. 

Dewey,  Lane  A:  Co..  lirm,  mentioned,  247. 

DewinAT.  William  G..  menlii»ned,  88. 

Dexter  ci>lony,  meiiiiontsl.  19.3. 

Dexter,  Judge  S.imuel,  W..  mentioned. 
20.  .329.  .335.  .3.3r,.  .3.37.  .3S.S. 

Dibble,   C.    P.,    mentioned.   '.M». 

Dliible.   John   T..    meiilioiied.    'JtM;. 

Dlltlde,  O.  II,,  mentioned.   ISJ). 
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"Dickens"  Court  of  Chancery,  mention- 
ed. 433. 

Dickerman,  Rev.  W.  F.,  mentioned,  240. 

Dickey.  Col.  Charles,  14,  28,  58,  84;  donor, 
63;  paper  by,  128. 

Dickey,  Hugh  M.,  classical  teacher,  449. 

Dickinson,  Joseph,  mentioned,  329. 

Dickinson,  John,  mentioned,  329. 

Dilhet,  John,  mentioned,  345. 

Dilhet,  Rev.  John,  Catholic  missionary, 
,      483,  485,  486,  487. 

Dilivan,  Dr.,  mentioned,  504. 

Dill.  Thomas  W.,  and  wife,  mentioned, 
293. 

Dillie,  David  S.,  mentioned,  207. 

Dingley,  Mason,  mentioned,  471. 

Diplomas  and  certificates,  designs  for, 
463. 

Divine,  Joseph,  mentioned,  169,  170. 

Divine,  W.,  mentioned,  56,  90. 

Divine,  William,  mentioned,  169. 

Dix,  John  A.,  mentioned,  39. 

Doan,  Elisha,  mentioned.  209. 

Dobson,  Oapt.  Hemry,  mentioned,  296. 

Dodd,  classmate  of  Judge  Bunce,  435. 

Dodge,  Governor,  mentioned,  50. 

Dodge,  Dr.  T.  F..  mentioned,  241,  244; 
death  of,  245. 

Dodemead,  Mr.  — —,  mentioned,  375. 

Dodemead,  James,  loss  by  fire,  347. 

Dodemead,  .John,  mentioned,  345. 

Dolson,  Levi  E.,  mentioned,  14,  341. 

Donnelly,  J.,  mentioned,  337. 

Donnolson,  James,  mentioned,  417. 

Donovan,  Matthew,  mentioned,  345. 

Donovan,  Polly,  metioned,  345. 

Donovan,  Sally,  metioned,  345. 

Dort,  Andrew  J.,  mentioned,  509. 

Dort,  Titus,  mentioned,  90,  433;  personal 
reminiscence  by,  507,  512. 

Doty,  Duane,  S.,  superintendent  of  De- 
troit schools,  mentioned,  455. 

Doty,  James  Duane,  mentioned,  379,  417, 
422. 

Doty,  Justice,  mentioned,  386. 

Doty,   Orsemus,   mentioned,   170. 

Doty,  Mrs.  Orson,  metioned,  169. 

Douglas,  Eli,  mentioned,  209. 

Douglas,  Samuel  T.,  mentioned,  86,  282. 

Dow,  J.  K.,  mentioned,  24. 

Dow,  James,  commissioner,  164. 

Dow,  Peter,  mentioned,  90. 

Dowd,  P.,  mentioned,  296. 

Downer,  Dr.,  mentioned,  79. 

Downer,    Sawyer   B.,    mentioned,    170. 

Drake.  Benjamin,  mentioned,  209. 

Drake,    Oapt.,    mentioned,   436. 

Drake,  Ebenezer,  mentioned,  436. 

Drake,  Martha,  mentioned,  435. 

Drake,  Mary,  mother  of  Judge  Bunce, 
mentioned,  435. 

Drake,  Col.  Samuel,  mentioned,  436. 

Drake,  Submit,  origin  of  name,  435. 

Drake,  Thomas  A.,  letter  from,  19;  men- 
tioned, 512. 

Drake,  Wm..  mentioned.  7,  168.  169,  170. 


Drake,  Mrs.  Wm.,  169. 
Draper,  A.  T.,  mentioned,  27. 
Drew,  W.  H.,  built  "Dewey  House,"  247. 
Driggs,  Wm.  S.,  mentioned,  432. 
Drixelius,  Fred.,  mentioned,  296. 
Drouillard,  Joseph,  mentioned,  416. 
Drouillard,   Widow,   mentioned,  345. 
Drown,   Capt.,   mentioned,   250. 
Dryer,  Wm.  A.,  mentioned,  90. 
Dubuque  county,  155.  ^ 

Dublou,  Father,  Catholic  priest'  120,  481. 
Duchenau,   Louis,  mentioned,  345. 
Duffield,  D.  Bethune,  mentioned,  459,  461; 

remarks  by,  282. 
Duffield,  Dr.,  mentioned,  384,  425,  429. 
Duffield,   Rev.   George,  call  received  by, 

pastor,  428. 
Duffy,  Edward,  mentioned,  88. 
Duncan,  Delamore,  mentioned,  207. 
Duncan,  Joseph,  mentioned,  265. 
Duncan,  William,  mentioned.  207. 
Dunn,  A.  L.,  mentioned,  133. 
Duquindre  farm,  mentioned,  .507. 
Durocher,  Micliael,  mentioned,  345. 
Duryee,  John  T.,  mentioned,  437. 
Duryee,     Laura     Ann.     wife     of    Judge 

Bunce,  437. 

Duryee,  .  mentioned.  441. 

Dwight,  Alfred  A.,  mentioned,  88. 
Dyson,  Mrs.,  mentioned.  345. 

E. 

Earl,  Barney,  mentioned,  209. 
Earl,  Jesse,  mentioned,  88. 
Earl,  Wm.,  mentioned,  209. 

Eastlands,  ,  mentioned,  209. 

Easton,  R.  P.,  mentioned,  296. 

Eaton   county,   1.56,  157;  pioneer  society 

organized,  157. 
Eberts,  Therese,  mentioned,  345. 
Edgar,  Rev.  R.,  mentioned,  241. 
Edmunds,  Capt.,  mentioned,  250. 
Edmunds,  Tom.  mentioned,  4.32. 
Education,   common  schools,  363. 
Edwards,   A.,   wharf  mentioned,  385. 
Edwards,  Abraham,  mentioned,  310,  470. 
Edwards,  Capt.  Arthur,  mentioned,  471. 
Edwards,   John  M.,   mentioned,   88. 
Edwards,  Ruthy,  mentioned,  423. 
Eggleston,  El^enezer  S.,  mentioned,  84. 
Eggleston.  Harvey,  mentioned.  180. 
Eggleston,  .Tames,  mentioned,  180. 
Eimer,  F.,  mentioned,  296. 
Bldred,  Anson,  mentioned,  289. 
Eldred,  Judge  Caleb,  an  aged  man,  53, 

208. 
Eldred   &  Cook,   firm,   mentioned,  470. 
Eldred,   Daniel  B..   mentioned,  209. 
Bldred,    Mumford,    mentioned,   207. 
Eldred,  William,   mentioned,  208. 
Eldridge,  Robert  P..  mentioned,  28.  512. 
Ellis,  E.  D.,  mentioned,  .395. 
Ellis.  Hiram  D.,  mentioned,  247. 
Elliot,    Colonel,    Indian   agent,   412. 
Elliott,  Capt.  Matthew,  mentioned,  345. 
Elv,  David,  mentioned,  338. 
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Ely.  .Tonaih.nn.  ineutioiud.  ;'..'!s. 
Ely.  Itnl]))).  lut'ntioiu'd.  7.  s.  j»,  .".c.  iki. 
Emery.  Abbe,  superior  j:«'neral.  4S2. 
Emery.  Lewis.  nientiouf<l.  UK).  170. 
Emerick.  Jacob,  farm   mentioned.  .'520. 
Emerson.  Curtis,  tnentioned.  H4,  41V2. 
Emerson.    Mack  A:   Conant.   lirm    in    De- 
troit. 24. 
'•i:mi;;rant."    lirst    pajn-r   in    Ann    Arbor. 

Emi^rranr.    Tlie    Western    i.inri-Masonic 

pai)ert,  388;   mentioned,  394. 
Emmet    county.   94.    I(i2. 
F^mmons,  Ju(l<:e.  mentioned.  281.  282. 
Enos.  John  T..  mentioned,  133. 
"F:nterprise."  Muskejron.  paper,  399. 
Ernest.  Matthew,  collector  of  customs  at 

Detroit.  469. 
"Essay.  The  Michipan,"  earlv  publication 

of,   385. 
Eulogy  on  Judge  Warner  Wing.  281. 
Evans,  Mrs.  Abi.  wife  of  Musgrove.  222. 

223. 
Evans,   CJeorge.   mentioned.  222. 
Evans,  D.  H..  mentioned.  24(». 
Evans,    Muserove.    mentioned.    222.   223. 

224,  225.  '22i\  227. 
Evans.  Lient.  S.  R..  mentioned,  .'.'O.  251. 
Eveland,    Andrew,    im-ntioned.    2»;(;. 
Everett.  Governor,  mentioned.  .'i!t.  42. 
F]verett.  Mnhlon.  mentioned.  2n9. 
Ewell.  John,   iiientiuiied.   170. 

F. 

Eaircliihl,   Ezra   N..  tribute  to,  257. 
Faircliild.  Kev.  Jolin.   pastor.  271. 
Faling.  Henry,  mentioned.  l.'>o. 
Fancher.  Jefferson,   mentioned.   512. 
Fargo.   Iliram   It.,   meniioned.  st;. 
Farley,  ("apt.,  mentioned,  :',s:i. 
Farms  and  land  titles  in  Detroit,  .351. 
Farmer.  .John,  teacher,  .380.  4.50. 
F.irnsworth.  K.  .'^.,  mentioned.  49G. 
I'.irnswortli,    (;eorge,    mentioned,    2(;<i. 
F;irns\vorlli,   .Mr. .  eontribnted   letter. 

27. 
F.irnswortli.     Wni..    lost    <tn     the     La<ly 

Elgin,  2<;.5. 
l":irr.  J:imes.  Jr..  linilt  mill.  289. 
I'arr.  .Marvin  .\..  mentioned.  2<;!i. 
l\'irrand.  lieiliuel.  Judge  (jf  I'robate,  .'535; 

commissioner.   198. 
Farrand.  Mrs.  H.  P.,  mentioned,  28. 
Farraml.   Jaeob  .*<.,    mentioned,  418,   424. 

427,  428. 
I'.irrar,   Jolm.    mentioned.   .'{)n. 
Farrejl.  .r.-iiiies  W..   mentioned,    rj'.i. 
I"ay,  Clinton  H..  banker,  2tW. 
I''e;irs<in.  .lohn,   metiti<ined,  .345. 
Fe!<-h,  .Mpheus,  ex-CJovernor  of  Micldgan. 

7<J,  80,  Hi\,  .'{Ufi. 
F<'lc-her.  Lemuel  11.,  mentioned.  84. 
Fellows,   Ablel,  mentioned,  207. 
Fellows,  James  H.,  meniioned,  JM>.  .32r.. 


Fell<»ws,  .Mr ,  mentioned.  189. 

Felton's    ••old-tah-vern,"    mentioned,   191. 

Fenton,  Wm.  M..  associate  .ounvei.  KM'.. 

Fenwick.  Bishop.   meniion<-d.  495. 

Ferguson,  Jas.,  mentioned,  2(i;». 

Ferington.  «;eorge  W..  mentioned,  512. 

Ferris,  Chauncey  W..  eountv  clerk,  171. 
179. 

Ferry.   K.v.    Wm.   .M..   mentioned.   297. 

Ferry.   Wm.    M..   9(i. 

Fiere,  Mr.,  loss  Ity  great  tire.  .347. 

Fifty  years  ago.  meeting  in  Waslitenaw, 
328. 

Finch,  Wni..  mentioned.  2o9. 

Finley.   Florns.   meniioned.  .•{27. 

Finney.  Seymoiu-.  mentioned.  .34ti.  .341. 

Fire,   school-liouse   burned.   402. 

Fire,  great,  in  Detroit,  isn.-).  ;{4r,;  destruc- 
tive in   Detr<)it.    18.3(>,  3,st!. 

Fire,  the  great,  of  1871.  descrilu-d.  271. 

Fish,  (Jeorge  W..  mentioned.  9(t. 

Fisher,  Andrew,  dealh  of,  mentioned,  24.5. 

Fisher.   B..   mentioned,   171  >. 

Fisher,  I>r.   Wilber,  mentioned,  2.55. 

Fishing,   importiint   business.   271.    . 

Fisk,  Betsey,  mentioned.  84. 

Fisk.  Joseph,   mentioned.  84. 

Fiske.    D.   W..   mentioned.  4.">4. 

Fiteh.   Asa,   mentioned,  <>1.  ss. 

Fitcli,  Mrs.  Asa.  mentioned,  88. 

Fitch,  C.  W.,  I'rof.,  in  high  sdiool  in  De- 
troit, 453. 

Fitzsimmons,  John,   mentioned.   1(;8. 

Flaget.  Itt.  Bev.  Bislioj).  mentioned,  489. 

Fleeharty.  Capt.  John,  mentioned,  470. 

Fleming.  Judge  Robert,  nientioiu'd.  328. 
.345. 

Fletclier.  T.  W.  mentioned.  .5t;.  !Hi. 

Fletclier.  .Iiidge  Wm.  A.  held  tirst  court 
in  Berrien  Co.,  see  note  123;  meniioned, 
1.3(t.    171.    42.".. 

Flint,    Homer    A.,   4.3.3. 

Flint,  Seaton,  mentioned.  His. 

Fhiwers,  William,  mentioned.  17!'. 

Fogg,  Mrs.  Hiciiard.  ir,9. 

Foote.  (Jeorge,  meiiliotU'd,  4.32. 

Force.  Mr.,  mentioned,  19(». 

Ford.  Edward,  mentioned.  29ri. 

Ford,  Kev.   H.  T..   m»'ntion»'d.  241. 

Ford.  Jonatii.-in.  II..  :igenl.  ete..  288.  29.3. 

Fors.vlii  A:  Smitli,  linn,  losers  by  fire.  347. 

Forsytii.  K.  A.,  mentioned.  .'^7. 

Forsytlu',  Robert,  mentioned.  \'2'.'.. 

Fort  of  Detroit,  surrender  of,  bv  C.en. 
Hull.  .3(il. 

Fort    SlH'lby.    recollect  ions   of.    .3tW. 

l-'orls  in   .Michlg.'in.   mentioned,  .371. 
Foster.  L.  H.,  superintendent  of  mill,  289. 
Foster,   Mary   K..  mentioned.  92. 
I-'owle,    Ben.iamin.   supervisor,    172:  "men- 
tioned, i<;.s.  ir,!». 

Fowle.    Jjimes,    mentioned,    24.S. 
Fowler.    Fred,    mentioned,     14.  l<",s.  UJ'.t. 

170. 
Fowler.  T.,  and   wife.   mentione«l,    l«i9. 
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Fox.  Daniel  T..  inentiouod,  SS. 

Fox  &  Worden.  tivm  mentioned,  2r>ri. 

Fraliek.  Abrani.   blacksmitli.  255. 

Fralick,  Henr.v,  mentioned.  440. 

Fraliek,  Peter,  mentioned.  440. 

Fraueeanr.  Augustine,  mentioned.  34o. 

Francis.  Wm..  principal  teacher.  457. 

Frank,  a  negro,  bo.v.  sale  of.  415. 

Fraukisli.  S..  mentioned.  00. 

Franklin.  Charles,  early  settler,  180. 

Franklin.   Wm.   A.,   mentioned.   270. 

Frarv,  Benjamin  and  Lucy,  mentioned, 
244. 

Frarv.  Stephen,  and  wife,  mentioned.  241. 
245. 

Fraser,  A.  D..  mentioned,  393. 

Fraser.  James,  bank  cashier.  208. 

Frazer.  Murdock.  mentioned,  8,  80. 

Frazer,  James,  loss  by  tire.  347. 

Freeland.  Jonathan  C.  mentioned.  248. 

Freeman,  C.  H..  mentioned,  103,  105.  106, 
107,  108. 

Freeman.  Mrs.,  mentioned.  108. 

Free  Press.  Detroit,  first  issued,  387. 

Frenchmen,  bacon  saved  by,  409. 

French  colonization,  period  of.  348. 

French.  David,  ordained  elder,  425;  men- 
tioned, 420. 

French,  Franklin,  mentioned,  168,  170. 

French.  Isaac,  early  settler,  i~9. 

French.  Joseph,  mentioned.  340. 

Frerot.  Francois,  mentioned,  345. 

Freydeuburg,  S..  mentioned.  210. 

Frisbie.  Mrs.  J.  L.,  mentioned.  169. 

Frost,    Commissioner,    19.    20. 

Frost.  Geo.  S..  mentioned.  428.  429. 

Fuller,  Edward  L..  mentioned.  335.  336. 

Fuller.  John,  mentioned.  247.  444. 

Fuller,  Orlando  A.,  landlord.  255.* 

Fuller,  early  builder.  130.  131. 

Fulton,  James,  founder  of  St.  Clair.  442. 

Fulton.  Robert,  and  the  Clermont  in  1807, 
mentioned,  384. 

Furman.  Ashley  B.,  mentioned,  296. 

G. 

Gage,    Morgan   L..    mentioned,   7. 

Gale,   Anthony,   mentioned,   255. 

Gale,    George,    mentioned.   327. 

Gallatin,  Albert,  Sec.  U.  S.  Treasurv,  469. 
470. 

Gallipeau,  Beseau,  and  Dufour,  men- 
tioned, 345. 

Gallitzin,  Rev.  Father,  mentioned,  493. 

Gamble,  Thomas,  mentioned,  171. 

Ganson.   Cornelius  N..   mentioned,  429. 

Gardiner,  E.  P.,  mentioned,  391. 

Gardner,  Jacob  J.,  mentioned,  210. 

Gardner,  Wm.  K.,  mentioned,  299. 

Garland,  Capt.,  mentioned,  437. 

Garrison,  Wm.  Lloyd,  mentioned,  415. 

Garvey,   Dennis,    mentioned.   290. 

Garwood,  Joseph  E.,  mentioned,  133. 

Gaspard,  Abraham,  mentioned,  345. 

Gaspard,  Lafleur,  mentioned,  345. 
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{  Gaspard,  St.  Bernard,  mentioned,  345. 

Gaston,  Mr.,  mentioned,  100. 

Gates.  Ki.  mentioned.  2.53. 

Gay,  E.   F.,  storekeeper,  255. 

Gay,  Ebenezer,  mentioned,  179. 

Gay,  Dr..  mentioned.  189. 

Gazette,  Detroit,  first  number  issued 
1817,  385:  burnt  in  1830,  386. 

Gedde*;.  Robert,  mentioned.  3.38. 

Geddes.  John,  pioneer.  78.  90,  .327.  338. 

Geel.  Nancy,  mentioned,  .34.5. 

Geer,  S..  mentioned.  180. 

Genesee   county,   163. 

Gentle,   John,   mentioned,   345,   347. 

Geography,  physical,  of  Kent  county, 
214. 

Getty.    Henry    H.,    mentioned.    296. 

Gewehr.  Nicholas,  mentioned.  263,  207. 

Gibbon.  Joseph,  mentioned.  232. 

Gibbons.  S.  L..  mentioned.  14. 

Gibbs.  Deacon  Nathan,  and  wife,  men- 
tioned.  239. 

Gibbs»  Isaac,  mentioned,  209. 

Gibbs,  Nathan.  .Tr..  mentioned.  2.39. 

Gibbs.  Wm..  mentioned.  209. 

Giddings.  O.  N.,  mentioned,  88. 

Giddings,  Wm..  mentioned  207. 

Gidley,  Townsend  E.,  mentioned,  512. 

Gifford,  John  and  Mrs.,  mentioned,  229. 

Gilbert.  Ebenezer,  mentioned,  245. 

Gilbert,  Henry,  mentioned,  88. 

Gilbert,  Joseph,  pioneer,  1.50. 

Giles,  George,  mentioned,  244;  deatn  of, 
245. 

Giles,  James,   mentioned.   248. 

Giles.   Jane,    mentioned.   244. 

Giles,  John  C.  244;  death  of,  245. 

Giles,  Mary  Ann.,  mentioned,  244. 

Giles.  W.  G..  and  wife,  mentioned.  241. 

Giles.  Wm.  G..  mentioned,  244. 

Gilkey.  John  F..  mentioned.  207. 

Gillespie.  Cornelius,  mentioned.  92. 

Gillett.   Amasa,   mentioned,   190. 

Gillett.  .Tason  C,  mentioned.  90. 

Gillett.  Rev.  J.  K..  mentioned,  298. 

Gillett,  Mary,   mentioned,  423. 

Gillett.  Revnolds,  mentioned,  470. 

Gillett,  S.,  "mentioned,  .309. 

Gillett.  Mr.   Shadrach.  mentioned,  423. 

Gillett.  Shadrach.  mentioned.  470. 

Gillett.  Theodosia.  teacher.  457. 

Gillett.  Watson,  mentioned,  90. 

Gilmore,  Mrs.  A.  S.,  mentioned,  109. 

Girardin,  Charles  Francis,  mentioned. 
345. 

Girardin.  J.  A.,  mentioned.  .342;  paper  by, 
415;  paper  by.  481. 

Girardin.  Jaques.  loss  by  fire,  347. 

Girty.  Simon,  instigator  of  massacre,  412. 

Gladwin,-  Major,  mentioned,  373. 

Gladwyn  county,  104. 

Glass.  Robert,  mentioned,  345. 

Glover.  Wellington  A.,  mentioned.  255. 

Glue,  William,   mentioned.   290. 

Gobeye,  Baptiste,   mentioned,  345. 

Gobeye.  Charles,    mentioned,  '345. 
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Gohcyc.    FraiK-is.   infntioiio<l.   34.". 
Gobeye,  Madeline,    meutioned,  34."). 
Gobiel.  Mr.*<..  loss  by  fire.  347. 
rjodard,   Josiah,   pioneer.   1.30. 
Godfrey,  Col.  Gabriel,  Indian  afient,  370. 
(Jodfroy,   Gabriel,   mentioned,  34.^5. 
(Jodfroy,  G.  Jr.,  loss  by  tire.  347. 
Godfroy,   Miss,   meutioned,  ,34.'5. 
Godfroy,  Ricliartl.  mentioned,  292. 
Godiz,  Father.  Ilunparian  Calliolie.  319. 
GofT.   Daniel  W..  inentioneil,  239. 
(ioff.    Emily,    mentioned,    244. 
Goff.  F]zra  W.,  mentioned,  244;  death  of. 

24.^). 
GofT,  .Tohn.  mentioned,  .34.">. 
GofT,  .John  II.,  mentioned.  248. 
Goff.  Lieut.,  mentioned,  2.")0. 
GofT.   Melietable.  meutioned.  238. 
Goff.  Mr.,  miseralile  pedaRogne,  60. 
Goff,  Mrs.,  a  ptod  teacher,  00. 
Goff,   Newell    II..    mentioned,   2.39. 
Goff.  Sally,  meniioued.  23S. 
Goff,    Capt.    Sewell    S..    death    of,    24.j, 

certificate  by,  249;  mentioned.  239;  pay- 
roll of  company,  248. 
Goff.  'ilmothy  B..  mentioned.  2:59. 
Goff,  Willani,   mentioned.  2.39. 
Goff.  W.  W..  mentioned.  242. 
Goff.   Mrs.   W.  W.,   mentioned,  242. 
(Joodmau,  .Tames  B.,  mentioned,  2(59. 
Goodman.    Kev.    S.,    Baptist   pastor.   401, 

407. 
Goodrich,  Chauncey  S..  mentioned,  338. 
Goodrich.  Merchant  II.,  mentioned.  7.  83. 

90,    320.    327,    .338. 
Goodrich,  Nelson  L.,  mentioned,  241. 
(Joodrich.  Kussell,  mentioned,  125. 
Good  Templars,  order  of,  209. 
(Joodwin.  Abigail,  meutioned,  423. 
Goodwin.  Achsah,  mentionetl,  423. 
Goodwin.   Lucreti.'i.   mentioued.  423. 
Goodyear.    Henry   A.,   meutioned.   i'.\.    14, 

2H,  Tti],  80;  address  by,  112. 
Gorhano,  Miss  Ann,  became  Mrs.  Higby. 

3:'.t). 
Gorham,  Charles  T..  mentioned.  !K>. 
Gouin,  Charles,  mentioned,  34.">,  .372. 
(iotild,   Amos,   attorney,  319. 
Gould,  Kbenezer.  mentioiu-d,  80. 
Government,  removal  of  tin-  seat  of,  olii, 
(Joveruor,  a  ef>nsider;tte.  Ift7. 
Govie.    Itobert,   meutioned.   .■•.4.">. 
GraiiMin,   George,    lueiitloued,  ,''.iil. 
<;r!ih:iiu,  .Taiufs.  mentioned.  2lMi.  3(H. 
Graham.  .Tohu.  meutioned.  319. 
Grand  Traverse  c<»unt.v,  94,  ]<»,". 
(iniUK*-.  I'iitions  of  Ilusbaiulry,  319. 
(Jrauner.  Postmaster  General,  mentioned, 

4^(7. 
r'.rant,  Charles  W'..  uieiiiioued.  so. 
Grant.  Kll.)ah.  accoiini  of.  .'!:;ii. 
Gr:iiit.    Tiioiu.'is,    uieulioiifd.    l.li;. 
Gratiot  eoiiuty.  KiO,  107. 
Graftan.  Uev.   Mr.,  mentioned.  423. 
(Jraves.   .Tudire   B.   I*".,   mentioned.   '>'>.  .'•«>, 

SO. 


Graves,  Chas.,  mentioned,  290. 

(Jraverod,  Mr.,  mentioned,  442. 

(iray,  Lieut.,  mentioned,  2.">0. 

Gray,   Mr.,  incident  relating  to,  396. 

«;ray,  Horace,  mentioned,  341. 

(Jray,  Philij).  mentioned,  207. 

Gray,  Wilson,  teacher,  4.")3. 

Gray.son.  Col.,  mentioned,  432. 

(Jreely,   Mr.,   mentioned.  .34."). 

Green.  A.  L.,  deatli  of,  mentioned,  l.">7. 

Green,  Eli.,  meutioned,  1.33. 

Green,  John  L.,  mentioned,  .394. 

Green  S.  J.,  water  mill  built  by,  289,  292; 
death  of,  mentioned,  29;"). 

Green,    Mrs.    S.   J.,   mentioued,   29.5. 

Green.  .Sanford  M.,  attorney.  319,  312. 

Greene,  John,   mentioned,   133. 

(^Iregoire,  dau.sjhter  of  Lamothe  Cadil- 
lac, 344b. 

(Jrefiory,  Cliarles,  early  trader.  179. 

(irejror.v,  C.  S..  mentioned.  327. 

Gretrory,  W.   M..  mentioned.  92,  326,  327. 

(Jreusel,  John,  meutioned,  8,  .">9,  01. 

Gridley,  Koxana,  deatl^of,  1.j7. 

(jriffin.  Judge  John  J.,  mentioned,  422, 
344b. 

"Griflin,"  first  vessel  on  Lake  Erie,  121. 

(Jrignon,  Lewis,  mentioned.  19"). 

(Jriswold,   .John,   mentioned,   432. 

♦  Jriswold.  Mrs.,  store  burned,  38t). 

(iris wold,   K.   W..   mentioued.   lo7. 

Griswold.  Stanley,  mentioned,  3.39.  345. 

(Jroom,  Powi'll,  pioneer,  130. 

Grosse  Point,  a  farm,  413. 

Grosvonor,  E.  O.,  mentioued.  28,  56,  86, 
108.  170. 

Grout.  W.,  commissioner,  Hi4. 

(Juelford.  Eiastus.  iueutione<l,  207. 

(Juilhott,  Joseph,  mentioui'd,  SO. 

(Junu,   Asa,    lueutioued.   2<i9. 

(lUrnsey;  John  I.,  pioneer,  130. 

(Justin,  John,   mentioned,   179. 

H. 

Hackbone  &  Bovdi-n.  firm  mentioned, 
200. 

Hackermau.    Willi.aui.    lueiitioued.    270. 

Hackley.    Cli.irles    H..    meutioui-d,    29«). 

H.ickley,    J.    II..    mentioned.    21»0. 

H.'ickley,    Julius,    iiieulioued.    2it9. 

Hiihnem.in  and  lIouiGeopathy.  meu- 
tioned. 151. 

ll.i^i.Miuau.  Francis,  mentioned,  2.33. 

H.iiiu^s.   .lidui,    mentioned,    1.33. 

H.I  lues.    Iy«>wls    .M.,    meutioned,    29*5. 

Haire.   E..   mentioned,  .320,  .327. 

Iljih'.  John,  mention<>d.  .385. 

Hall,  .\iuos,  T..  lueniloucd.  432. 

H.ill,   lOIisha.  mcntioneil.  2i>7. 

Hall.    IM-..    lueulioued.    200.    4,32. 

Hall.   Misses,   Indian  c;i|»tlves,  49. 

Hall.    Mrs.    :iud    Miss,    mentioued.    345. 

Hall.  Jesse,  mentioned.  2.55. 

Hall.  n.  G..  mentioued.  .S4. 

Halllbut.   Lydia.   mentioned.  ,345. 
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Hallock.  H.,  ordained  elder,  424. 
Hamblin,  C.  T.,  mentioned,  247. 
Hamblin.  Lumau.  mentioned,  296,  301.  - 
Hamilton,   ^[r.,  mentioned,  410. 
Hammond,  Chas.  G.,  ordained  elder,  42.5; 

mentioned.  471,  512. 
Hammond,  Hiram,  death  of,  1.57. 
Hammond.   William,   mentioned.   12.5. 
Hancock,  Mrs.  Almira,  mentioned.  169. 
Hancock,  .Jacob,  mentioned,  170. 
Hancock,  J.  S.,  mentioned,  169. 
Hand.  George  E.,  probate  .iiidge.  433. 
Handy.  Calvin,  mentioned,  257. 
Hanks.  Mrs.,  mentioned,  345. 
Hanley,  John,  mentioned,  268. 
Hanscom.    Alfred   H.,    mentioned.   512. 
Hanson,  Ephraim,  mentioned,  1.30. 
Harl)or.   Muskegon,   299. 
Harford,  John,  mentioned,  334. 
Harmon.  H.  H.,  mentioned.  28. 
Harmon.  John,  mentioned,  8. 
Harmon.  .John  H.,  mentioned.  471. 
Harnor,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned.  319. 
Harrington,  David,  mentioned,  179. 
Harris,   Enoch,   mentioned,  209. 
Harris.   Israel  V.,   mentioned.  90. 
Harris,  Mr.,  mentioned,  209. 
Harris.  Myron,  mentioned,  88. 
Harris,  Wm..  mentioned,  207.  209. 
Harrison,  Almon,  poem  repeated  by.  58. 

61.:   mentioned.  88,  239,  241,  242.  244, 

245:  as  a  poet,  74. 
Harrison,  Mrs.  Almon,  mentioned.  2.38. 
HaiTison.  Bazil.  Cooper's  "Bee  Hunter." 

207.  208:  died,  aged  104  years.  .53. 
Harrison.  Benjamin,  mentioned.  207. 
Harrison.  John,  ordained  elder.  2.39. 
Harrison,  Nathan,  mentioned.  207. 
Harrison,  Salmon,  mention,  245.  248. 
Harrison,  Wm..  mentioned.  209. 
Harrison.  Gen.  Wm.  H..  mentioned.  207. 

408.  409,  476:  Pres.  U.  S.,  294. 
Harrot^,    Commodore,    mentioned.   442. 
Harr.v,  a  faithful  negi'o,  mentioned.  443. 
Hart.  A.  N..  mentioned.  13.  .33.  84.  219;  in 

memorv  of.  185. 
Harter.    George   N..   mentioned.   268. 
Harvey.  Andrew,  mentioned,  512. 
Harvev,  .Joel,  removal  of,  408;  mentioned, 

407,  409,  410,  411,  412. 
Harvey,  .John,  mentioned,  345. 
Hax'vey,  Luther,  opened  tavern.  413:  his 

honesty  affirmed,  413;  advanced  age  of, 

414;  memoir  of,  406. 
Harvie.  Andrew,  mentioned.  453. 
Hascall,  John,  mentioned,  209. 
Hastings,    Eurotas    P.,     mentioned,    369, 

387,  426.  427,  428,  450;  elder  and  trus- 
tee, 423. 
Hatch,  Roswell,  mentioned,  345. 
Hatch,  ATilliam,  mentioned,  90. 
Hathaway.  Mr.,  landlord,  187. 
Hats,  stove-pipe,  contraband,  292. 
Haviland,  Roger,  mentioned.  8.  14. 
Hawkins,  Olney,  mentioned,  334,  337,  512. 
Hawley,  Caroline,  mentioned,  84. 


Hawley,  Emor,  mentioned.  210. 

Hawley,  H.  A.,  mentioned,  59,  86. 

Hawley,  Sherman,  death  of,  62;  men- 
tioned, 84;  in  memory  of,  203. 

Hayden,  Addison,  married,  1,59. 

Hayden,  E.,  banker,  268. 

Hayden,   H.  A.,  mentioned.  14. 

Hayes,  Charles  W.,  mentioned,  456. 

Hays,  A.  L..  mentioned,  130. 

Hays,  Luther  H.,  first  boy  born  in  Cal- 
houn county,  131. 

Haywood,  Johnson  M.,  death  of,  245. 

Haizard,  notary,  344a. 

Hazen,  Paul  W.,  mentioned,  509,  510. 

Heacox,  Augustus,  mentioned,  190. 

Hector,  a  trusty  slave,  416. 

Hendryx.  J.  R.,  mentioned,  55.  56,  61,  90. 

Hennepin,  Father,  Franciscan  priest, 
481;   mentioned,  372. 

Henry,  Ann,  mentioned,  423. 

Henry,  C,  ruling  elder,  423. 

Henry,  James,  mentioned,  ,345;  loss  bv 
fire,  347. 

Henry,  Judge,  mentioned,  408. 

Henry,  Step.  C,  mentioned,  422.  423. 

Heintzelman,  Lieut.,  mentioned,  21. 

Herald,  Menominee,  newspaper,  270. 

Herald,  Michigan,  unnatural  death  of, 
387. 

Herdsman,  Thomas,  mentioned,  179. 

Herendeen,  Nathan,  mentioned.  180. 

Herring,  Mr.,  209. 

Herson,  Frank,  settled  on  Herson's  is- 
land, 442. 

Herson,  George,  mentioned,  442. 

Herson,  Jacob,  mentioned,  442. 

Hetz,  Jacob,  mentioned,  296. 

Hetz,  F.  .John,  mentioned,  296. 

Hewitt,  Cyrus,  mentioned,  7,  86. 

Hewitt,  Elias,  mentioned,  90. 

Hewitt.  L.  H.,  mentioned,  460. 

Heydenburk,  Deacon,  mentioned,  55,  61, 
210. 

Hickox,  Rev.  Joseph,  life  and  times  of, 
472;  fright  from  Indians,  473;  suspected 
of  being  a  spy,  476;  argument  of  with 
Father  Richard,  480;  death  of  in  1867, 
481. 

Hickox.  Stephen,  mentioned,  179. 

Hickox.  William,  mentioned.  168. 

Hickox,  Mrs.  William,  mentioned,  169. 

Hicks,  Amos,  mentioned,  337. 

Hicks.  Jacob  H.,  mentioned,  92. 

Hickses,  Van  Giesons,  Dupuys.  Sheldons, 
and  Wesleys,  mentioned,  328. 

Higby,  Mr.,  married,  330. 

Hill,  Alvin,  mentioned,  248. 

Hill,  Cortland,  mentioned,  84. 

Hill.  Gen.  G.  D.,  mentioned,  .326. 

Hill,  Lucinda,  mentioned,  84. 

Hill,  0.  C,  mentioned,  209. 

Hillbourn.  Charles  S.,  established  ''Dem- 
ocratic Lakeside  Register,"  299. 

Hiller,  David,  mentioned,  180. 

Hillock,  Lieut.  Hugh,  mentioned,  249. 

Hills,  Charles  T.,  mentioned,  296. 
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Hillsdale  comity.  107;  orpanlzatlon  of 
pioiu'er  sacifty.  108;  proteediug.s  of 
first  annual  nu-etin^'.  108;  list  of  offi- 
<«'rs,  l«i!»:  second  annual  ineiMin;:.  1<>8; 
third  annual  nieetin;.'.  1<>N:  fourth  an- 
nual nuH'tin;:,  lO'.t;  lifih  annual  incet- 
injr.  ITn;  from  1SL»<»  to  18.'?ti  inclusive. 
ITii. 

Hilton.  Robert.  ineiiiion»'d.  4L'4. 

Hinds,  Niel.  mentioned.   L'lu. 

Hinkley.  Amos  B..  mentioned.  471. 

Hinkley.  Cajit..  nientiont-d,  ll.'4. 

lliiilcley.  Luther  ('...  nieiitioued,  L'48. 

llinshaw.    KetdnMi.    mentioned.    MV.i. 

Hitchcox.   J.    II..   mentioned.    K'..'!. 

Hixson.  ("apt.,  mentiont-d,  li.'tM. 

Iloadley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  mentioned,  187. 

Hoaj:.   Ilazael.   mentioned.  Uu7. 

Hobart.  Uandall,  mentioned.  130.  131. 

Hodder.  Tliomas  H.,  menti(Hied,  LM)0. 

Ilod^e.    Mrs.    AllH'rt,   mentioned,   2{>0. 

Hoffman.  Jieorpe.  mentioned.  .34r>. 

Hofstra  House,  mentioned.  ^87. 

Ho;.'an.   .Mi<lia»'l.  meiititnied.   148. 

llollirooli.  Kenajah.  mentioned,  440. 

Hollirool<,  Henry,  mentioned.  440. 

Hollon,  .Tosepii,  mentioned,  04. 

HoUoway.  Fred.  .M..  mentioned.  1.",.  14.02, 
KkS.  100,  170. 

Holman,  Miss,  teacher.  4."»7. 

Holmes.  (Miarles  I).,   mentioned,  00. 

Holnn's.  Cyrus,  line  run  by,  72. 

Hoime.s.  J.  C.  mentioned.  7,  8.  14,  33.  59, 
01.  70,.  78.  80,  81.  83.  84,  .•{41.  ."08;  Chair- 
man Committee  of  Historians.  I,  ."»«•; 
notes  respectinf:  pione«'r  newspapers, 
liy.  8."»3:  reminiscences,  431. 

Holmes,  .T.  C.  (S:   Co..   mentioned.  280. 

Holmes.  Rev.  Ninian,  mentioned,  47.~. 

Hidt,  Heurv  H.,  historian  of  Muskegon 
Co.,  286; 'mentioned,  28.  84.  207.  :'.m(i, 
.301. 

Holt.  Win.  D..  school  teacher.  207. 

•Home.  Sweet  Home."'  -sun;:  by  Mrs. 
Tierce,  .30S. 

Homer,  Archilnild,  mentioned,  34.">. 

Homesteads,  French,  described.  .3.'i7. 

Hooper,   rontlus,  meiitioiu'd,  170. 

Hopes.  ~^.   meiitioiH'd.  200. 

Hopkins.  Warren,  mentioned.  .">0,  84. 

Horne,  A.,  loss  by  lire.  347. 

Horner,  An-hlbald,  loss  l»y  lire.  .347. 

Horner.  Hev. .  ptistor,  401. 

Hosford,  .losepji,  mentione<l.  '.\4~). 

II(»smer.  Hufus,  mentioned,  4.33. 

Hosmer,  Will.  S..  mentioned.  ,'i41. 

Hotel.  .\meri<an.  in  I»<'troit.  431. 

IIou;.'liton  county.  181.  182. 

lioii^'liioii,  .Mayor,  mentioned,  4.'">.'). 

Hoimhtoii,  .Ijicolt,  mentioned,  28,  .SO. 

House,  the  .Meldrum.  mentioni'd,  40«"(. 

House.  tlH>  Van  Avery,  rddest  building  In 
,Mi«-hiK;in.  4ni.'. 

Houston,  .bdiii.  mentioned,  .V.t,  SO. 

I!<ivey.   .Mrs.   Ilonilio.   mentioned.  .3<»1. 

Howard.   (JofMlwIn,   mentioned,   170. 


Howard,  .Tac(d>  M..  mentioned.  .'12. 

Howard,  .John  K.,  mentioned.  2<iO. 

Howard.  John  J.,  mentioned.  2<»0. 

Howard,  Lieut,  .foshua,  mentioned,  4.'»0, 
.^08. 

Howard.  Win.  \..  mentioned.  02. 

Howe,  Lieut.  (Jeor^je,  mentioned,  240. 

Howe.  J.  R.,  mentiiuied.  4."0. 

Howell.  Win.  T.,  mentioned,  'tV2. 

Howland.  Mrs.  Dr..  read  poem.  248. 

Hoyt,  Steplu'U,  mentioned,  207. 

Hoyt.   W.   C   mentioned.   14.  .33. 

Hulibard.  Hela.  mentioned.  13.  14,  33,  00, 
.'{40.  341;  liistorical  paper  by.  347;  mem- 
oir by.  400. 

Hubbard.  .John,  mentioned,  !Xt. 

Huidtard.  Rev.  .1.  R.,  mentioned.  240. 

Hubbard.  Sarah;  mentioned,  42,3. 

Hudson,  Mr.  ,  mentioned.  4.30. 

Hudson.  Polodon,  mentioned,  l,3(i. 

Huff,  tleor^'i'.  mentioned,  .34."i. 

Huff.    Henry,    mentioned.    KiO. 

Huff.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  mentioned,  100. 

Hujrhes,  I>.  Darwin,  mentioned,  86. 

Hu;rlies,  R.  B.,  mentioned.  7. 

Hupiuin.   Mrs.   E..   mentioned.  208. 

Hulliert.  K.  ,T.,  mentitmed.  28.  .'lO.  86. 

Ilulbert,  Mrs.  .Tolin.  prim.iry  school  ex- 
aminer.  4oO. 

Ilulbert.  Thomas  .1..  mentioned,  130.  426, 
428. 

Hull.  Abijah,  surveyor,  344u,  345. 

Hull.   Abraham   F..   mentioned,  'S-iTi. 

Hull,   Rev.  ,T«'remiah.   mentioned,  210. 

Hull,  (Jen.  Will.,  meiiiioiied.  :{7.  4.31.  47ii. 
474.  488.  407;  api)oiiited  (Joveriior,  .3.30; 
344b;  surreiuh'n'd  Detroit,  408. 

Humidirey,  Alviii.  mentioned,  244. 

Ilumplirey,  Rev.  Lutlier,  pastor.  3JK1,  4(H. 

Huiiiplirey,  rresideiit,  of  Amherst  col- 
le;:e,  menti(Uied,  30,  42. 

Hunt,  Ann,  mentioned,  423. 

Hunt.  Cievidand.  mentioned.  340.  " 

Hunt  A:  Frazer.  bankers.  20S. 

Hunt.  Henry  T..  mentioned,  2.58. 

Hunt.  Henry  1.,  iiieiitioned,  :{4.5,  413,  420, 
422,  4:'.0.  4711;  elected   trustee,  423. 

Hunt,   Henry  .1..   mentioned.  :540. 

Hunt.   Hiram  B..  nu-ntioiied.  170. 

Hunt,    Mrs.    Israel,    nientioiu-d.   345. 

Hunt.  .Tohn,  nu'ntioiied,  422. 

Hunt,  ,Tudpe  .John,  mentioned,  419. 

Hunt,  M.  R.,  Bank  I'resident,  208;  cash- 
ier of  lr(Ui  company.  2<!0. 

Hunt.   Mr.,  a   fur  trailer,   mentioned,  .'><iL 

Hunt.  .Mary,  mentioned,  42.3. 

Hunt.  .Meliceiit.  mentioned.  42.3. 

Hunt.  Will.  B..  mentioned,  .3S0.  423. 

Hunting,  Pioneer,' .5(K5,  ,5tHi. 

Huntley,  Willlnni  K..  mentlone<l.  2.57. 

Hurd,  Charles  H.,   meiitltuied.  .ss. 

Hurd.  Isaac  X..  mentioned.  i;{(i.  1.31. 

Hurd.  .Tames,  statement  by.  71. 

Hurd.  Matilda,  mentioned,  42:1. 

Hurlbert,  Tliomas  ,1.,   mentioned,   1,30. 

Huribut.  Chauncey,  meiitloiUHl,  455. 
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Huron  county,  182,  183. 
Huron  river,  nnvisratina:  the,  330. 
Hursh,  .John  M..  mentioned.  196. 
Hu.-^se.v,   Erastus,   mentioned,   14.  52.  58. 

ni,  84,  509. 
Huston.  Hosea  B.,  mentioned,  207,  210. 
H.vde.  A.  O..  mentioned.  90. 
Hyde,  O.  M..  mentioned.  471. 


Implements,  farm,  353. 
Improvements,  internal,  paper  on.  46. 
Incident  relative  to  the  mails.  230. 
Indian    chief    Blue    Jacket,    mentioned. 

328. 
Indian,  friendship  of  an.  362. 
"Indian  payment."  journey  to  attend.  292. 
Indians,  arrival  of,  at  Ann  Arbor  in  1827, 

3.35. 
Indians,  English  rum  destructive  to,  485. 
Indians,  hangini;  of;  379. 
Indians,  relations   of    the    French   with, 

365. 
Ingalls,  Chester,  mentioned,  336. 
Ingalls,  E.  S..  mentioned.  126.  263.  267. 
Insrals,  R.  W..  mentioned,  231. 
Ingenuity,  Yankee,  illustrated.  .503. 
Ingei'soU,  D.  S..  mentioned,  159. 
Ingersoll,  Erastus  S.,  mentioned,  13.  14. 

84.  159.  160. 
IngersoU,    Mrs.   Erastus    S..    paper   read, 

written  bv,  58;  song  by,  160;  paper  by, 

157. 
IngersoU,    Rev.    E.    P.,    mentioned.    159. 

160. 
IngersoU,  John  M.,   mentioned.  8,  9.  13. 

14,   84. 
IngersoU,  Lydia.  school  teacher.  160. 
IngersoU,  Moses,  mentioned,  160. 
Ingham  county,  183,  184;  trip  from  Utica. 

X.  Y.,  to,  187. 
Inquirer.  Michigan,  mentioned.  387. 
Insley,  John,  mentioned,  207. 
Inspector,  school,  beaten  at  foot-race,  463. 
Institute.  Teachers,  of  Detroit,  paper  be- 
fore, 448. 
Insurance  Companv.  iEtna.  of  Hartford. 

387. 
"Intelligencer,  Michigan,  and  Democratic 

Free     Press,"     mentioned,     392;     title 

clianged,  393. 
Ionia  countv,  192,  193;  its  first  settlement, 

193. 
Iosco  county,  194. 
Iowa  county.  94.  195. 
Ireland.  Leroy  F.,  mentioned,  267. 
Iron  mine,  the  Breen.  270. 
Irving,  town  named  in  honor  of  Wash- 
ington Irving,  114. 
Isabella  county.  196. 
Isbell.  Nelson  G.,  mentioned,  256.  472. 
Isle  Royal  county,  197. 


Jackson,  Andrew,  mentioned,  90. 
Jackson.  Andrew.  Pres.  U.  S..  mentioned, 
120,  174,  391. 


Jackson  county,  198.  199. 
Jackson,  Oapt..  mentioned.  288. 
.Tackson,  E.  Gilbert,  mentioned.  268. 
Jackson,  Rev.   Mr.,  mentioned.  318. 
Jocksonopolis,  act  to  incorporate,  199. 
.Tacob,  Henry,  mentioned,  296. 
Jacobs.  .Tohn  B.,  mentioned.  265. 
Jacobs,  Miss  Mattie  M..  mentioned.  459. 
.Tacobus,  Mr.,  mentioned.  21. 
Jacobus,  Simon,  mentioned,  179. 
Jacoks,  ;Mr..  a  hunter,  mentioned,  505. 
.Tames.  Col.,  commander.  476. 
.Tefferies.  Charles,  mentioned,  337. 
•Jenkins.  Baldwin,  relics,  brought  bv.  140. 

141. 
Jenkins,  John,  related  earlv  experience, 

140. 
Jenkinson,  Robert,  mentioned.  210. 
.Jennison,  Mrs.  Helen  M.,  mentioned.  90. 
.Jeunison,  O.  A.,  mentioned,  7,  90. 
Jenny,  Mrs.  Sophia  A.  Gotee,  letter  from, 

19;  mentioned.  84. 
Jerome,  Edwin,  remarks  b.v.  19;  reminis- 
cence by.  21.  48:  read  family  history, 

58;  mentioned,  88. 
Jerome.  George,  mentioned,  472. 
Jerome,  T.,  mentioned.  103,  106.  107. 
Jesuits,  enemies  of  Cadillac,  350. 
Jesuit  mission,  relics  of  the  124. 
Jewett,  Mr.,  of  Green  Point,  mentioned, 

19;  as  a  guide,  20. 
Jipson,  Henry,  mentioned.  86,  247. 
.Johnson.  Col.,  wounded,  363. 
Johnson,  Chester,  mentioned,  209. 
.Johnson,  Daniel,  mentioned,  28,  84. 
Johnson,  Edwin  H.,  mentioned.  90. 
Johnson.  Samuel,  mentioned,  170. 
.Johnson.    Wm.,    donor,    31;     mentioned, 

90. 
.Jolliet.  M..  mentioned,  120. 
Jonciere.  Phillip,  sale  of  negro  liy.  415. 
.Jones,  Beniah,  .Jr.,  mentioned.  178. 
Jones,  Beniah.  Sen.,  mentioned.  179. 
Jones,  Catherine,  mentioned,  423. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Chloe,  mentioned.  229. 
Jones,  Deacon,  mentioned.  150. 
Jones,   De   Garmo.    mentioned.   216,   420. 

422,  428,  470,  512. 
.Jones,  Edmund,  mentioned,  178,  179. 
Jones,  Esa.  mentioned,  345. 
Jones,  Isaac,  mentioned,  345. 
Jones,  Rev.  T.  Z.  R..  Baptist  pastor,  467. 
Jones,  Whitney,  mentioned,  7,  86.  160. 
Jones,  AVm.,  mentioned,  207.  345. 
Jones,  Wm.  A.,  mentioned.  92,  326.  327. 
.Jonquiere.  Marquis  de  la,  351. 
Joslin,  Chauncey.  mentioned,  86. 
Josephine,  Empress,  allusion  to,  254. 
.Journal,  leaves  from  an  old.  329. 
"Journal,  Muskegon,"  started,  299. 
••.Journal,  Northwestern."  account  of  fire 

of  1830,  386. 
.Joy,  Henry  L.,  mentioned,  90. 
Joy,  James  F.,  mentioned,  427. 
Judd,  Daniel  M.,  mentioned,  90. 
Judson,  Hiram  &  Co..  mentioned,  288. 
"Junto"  tlie.  Detroit,  387. 
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Kalamazoo  couuiy,   r.t'.t.  lioo;  history  uf. 

207. 
Knlka.ska  county,  94.  I'll*. 
K;in«'.  Newell,  mentioned,  H".'. 
K.'iniff.   Lyilia.   mentioned.   17!t. 
Kanoiin  couniy,  'M,  '2l'J. 
Kautawanbet  eonnty,  [)4,  2lL'. 
Kay.  Kev.   lUeliard.  mentioned,  ol'.t. 
Kaykakee  county,  04,  213. 
KearsiuK,  John,  and  sou,  mentioned,  333. 
Kear-sley,  Jonathan,  oi-daiued  elder,  425; 

mentioned,  38G,  428. 
Kearslev.    Maj.,     school     examiner,    4.".:'.. 

.")(>4. 
Kedzie.  Kev.  A.  S.,  mentioned,  242. 
Kedzie.    Kev.   James  T.,   sketeli   by.   23S: 

ordained    elder,   230; '  mentioned,    242, 

248;  historical  review  by,  243. 
Kedzie,  Marj^aret,  mentioned,  238. 
Kedzie,  Mr.,  of  Chicago,  mentioned,  248. 
Kedzie,  Stuart,  mentioned,  248. 
Kedzie,   William    and     wife,   mentioned, 

241. 
Kedzie,  William,  244;  death  of,  245. 
Keene,  William,  mentioned.  345. 
Keeth,  ("aiit.  I.  W..  mentioned.  47U. 
Keetli,   Capt.   Wm.,   mentioned.  470. 
Kello^^g,  Clark,  mentioned,  2U9. 
Kellogg,  Irene  L.,  mentioned,  •»2,  88;  in 

memory  of,  201. 
Kellogg,  Israel,  mentioned,  88'. 
Kellogg,  Dr..  mentioned,  336. 
Kellogg,  K.  K.,  printer,  391. 
Kellogg,  S.,  mentioned.  7. 
Kelly,  Jane,  mentioned,  42.3. 
■Keily.    Old,"   killed,   370. 
Kelsey,  shot  by  .McCoy,  51. 
Kt-nipff.  Nich.,  mentioned.  296. 
Kt'uedy,  James,  mentioned.  307. 
Kent  county,     213,  214;     physical    geog- 
raphy, 214. 
Kent,  .Folm  W.,  mentioned,  296. 
Kenyoii.  John,  mentioned,  257. 
Keskkauko  coimty,  94,  213. 
Ketclium,  Mrs.  E.  B.,  paper  read  by.  r,\. 
Ketehum,  Frank,  mentioned.  .55. 
Ketclium.  Fre<l.,  mentioned,  .55. 
Kt-telium,  (Jeorge.   mentioned,   1.30. 
Ketelium,  Rev.  James,  mentioned,  133. 
Ketclium,  Mr.,  mentioned,  .54. 
Ketehum,  Mrs.  George,  care  of  mails  by 

131. 
Ketehum,    Sldnev,     mentioned.  TJ«i,  131, 

398. 
K<'tehum.   Susan,   mentioni-d,  54. 
Ketelium,  Willie,  mentioned.  55. 
Keween.'iw  eonnty.  2 is. 
Keyes.  I»;inforth.   mtiilioned.  .5t!.  S6. 
Kidder,  lllr.ini.  mentioned.  2.'{3. 
Kies,  .Monzo.  iMi-ntionrd.  17'.i. 
Kilbonrn,   Ceorgi-   .\..   mentioned.  2S5. 
Kiinball.  Ste])lieii.  mentioned,  130. 
Kimmell,  L.,  mentioned,  327. 
King,  JnmeM  W.,  mentioned,  88. 
King,   J.    L.,    "Miore    flotlies"    from,    446, 

.34*  I. 


King.  Wm.  R..  mentioned.  248. 
Kingsburg.   F.  A.,   mentioned,  55,  61. 
Kingsley,    James,    mentioned,    332,    .337, 

338. 
Kingsley,  Moses,  mentioned,  88. 
Kinnev,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  school  taught  by, 

450. 
Kinnie.  Jolm,   mentioned,  345. 
Kinzie.  John,  agent  of  J.  J.  .\stor.  376. 
Kipp,  (ieorge,  mentioned.  7. 
Kirbv,   John,    baptized   bv   <-onimandaiit, 

374. 
Kircheval,  Benj.  B.,  mentioned,  512. 
Kirkland.    Mrs.,    teacher   and    authoress, 

4.50. 
Kiikland.  AN'm..  teacher,  45(t. 
Kirtland.  ( Jeorge.  mentiout'd.  2u9. 
Kislikaukon.  Cliippewa  chief.  379. 
Kittson,  .loiin  (i..  mentioned,  263,  265. 
Kline,  I'eter,  mentioned,  .59. 
•"Knaggs  house,"  described.  3.58. 
Knaggs,  James,  mentioned,  363. 
Knaggs,  Mr.,  mentioned,  222. 
Knaggs,  Mrs.  W..  362. 
Knaggs,    Capt.     Whittemore,  mentioned. 

362,  363. 
Knapen.  Mrs.  Henry,  mentioned,  116. 
Knapp,  Tlionias  S.,  mentioned,  436,  441. 
KniekeilM.eker,  J.   II.,  bought  mill,  288; 

mentioned,  2'J2,  295. 
Knickerbocker,    Mrs.  J.  II..     mentioned. 

298. 
Knight,  a.  W..  mentiout'd,  '.mi.  1.57. 
Knight,  M.  E.,  mentioned,  247,  248. 
Kniglil,  Thomas,  mentioned,  130. 
Kocldin.  Martin,  mentioned.  296. 
Kotelnian.  Wm..  mentioned.  296. 
KiatT.  C.  mentioned,  327. 
Krebel.  Kdwanl.  mereliant.  24. 
Kreltel.  Jolm  S..  merehani.  24. 
Kregger,   Michael,   Ser.i..   mentioned,  248. 
Kreig,   Chas.,   mentioned.   .301. 
Kundig.  Father,  mentioned.  454. 
Kiirtz,  W.  H..  mentioned,  247. 


I.. 


.Mi 


.Moniijue,   mentioned.  450, 
Monsieur,  mentioned,  375. 


I.:il>adi« 

486. 
La  Brosse 

Lacey,  S.  S.,  nu'iitiont-d,  52;  donor,  63; 
I.a  Clare,  a  Frenchman,  mentioned.  121. 
L.-idd.  Thomas  .M..  mentioned.  390. 
Ladd.  Thonnis  M.  &  Co.,  firm  mentioned, 

.389,  390. 

Lafleur, ,  loss  by  fire,  345,  .347. 

I.afleur,  Charles.  menlione<l.  345. 
Lafoy,  .\uguslln,  loss  Ity  lire.  347. 
l-.iing.  I'eter.  mentioned,  319. 
•I.a  .Feline  So|>liie,"  :\  French  song,  36t». 
Lake  county.  IM.  218. 

Lake.  ,  early  settler,   mentioned.  2o9. 

Lamb.  Rev.  Caleb  .\..  Baptist  pasbu'.  407; 

iiieiitlon«'d.    59,    61,    84;    jiioiieer    life    in 

Clinton  cfiunty,  by,  14S». 
Lamb,  Jacob  C..  mentioned.  7. 
Lamb.  R.  I'.,  mentioned.  149. 
Lamb,  Rev.   .\..  im-iit loiied.   4C.7. 
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Lamley,  D..  mentioned.  247. 
Lamothe's  house,  mentioned,  497. 
Lamson.  Darius,  mentioned,  386. 
Lane,   Jacob,    mentioned,   244;   killed   on 

cars,  245. 
Dane.  John,  mentioned,  244.  345. 
Lane.  Marcu.s.  mentioned,  337. 

Lands,  condemned,  381. 

Land  titles,  derivation  of.  351. 

Landretli,  J.  H.,  mentioned,  301. 

Langhan,  Col.  Jack,  paymaster,  437. 

Langley,  David.  Jr.,  commissioner,  155. 

Langley,  Captain  S.  G..  mentioned.  121. 

Language,    remarks   on,   bv    Charlevoix, 
364. 

L'Anse,  signifying  "the  bay,"  111. 

Lapeer  county,  218. 

Lapierre,  Baptiste,  mentioned,  345. 

Larabee,  a  Frenchman,  mentioned,  438, 
440.      . 

Larned,  B.  F.  &  B.  G.,  firm,  mentioned, 
470. 

Larned,  Benjamin  F.,  mentioned,  179;  or- 
dained elder,  424.    - 

Larned.  Charles,  mentioned,  303,  422;  pro- 
bate judge,  433. 

Larned,  Gen.,  mentioned,  333. 

Larson,  Lars,  mentioned,  296. 

La  Salle,  mentioned,  121. 

Lassallier,   Mrs.,   mentioned,  345. 

Lasselle,  a  French  settler  of  Detroit, 
375. 

Lasselle,  Jaques,  mentioned.  487,  488. 

Lasselle,  Mr.,  accused  of  treachery,  363. 

Lasley,  Henry,  mentioned,  297. 

Lasley,  S.  H.,  mentioned,  301. 

Lasley,  Mr.  William,  of  French  origin, 
291. 

Lasley,  Mrs.  William,  mentioned,  286. 

Lawrence,  Judge  Edwin,  mentioned,  327, 
337. 

Laws,  adopting,  practiced,  378. 

Lay,  Ezra  D.,  mentioned,  28,  86.  326,  327. 

Lazelete,  Daniel,  loss  by  fire,  347. 

Leach,  Hem-y,  mentioned,  319. 

Leach,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  248. 

Lecuyer,  Philip,  commissioner.  303;  city 
register,  419. 

Ledyard,  Henry,  mentioned,  465. 

Lee,  Asenath,  mentioned,  423. 

Lee,  D.  S.,  mentioned,  255. 

Lee,  Fred.  B.  &  Co.,  firm  mentioned,  299. 

Lee,  George  W.,  mentioned,  86. 

Lee,  Joseph,  mentioned,  149. 

Lee,  Lieut.,  mentioned.  21. 

Lee,  M.  H.,  mentioned,  133. 

Lefevre,  Bishop,  Catholic,  mentioned, 
459. 

Legard,  Jean,  mentioned,  345. 

Legislation,  relating  to  State  Pioneer 
Society,  63. 

Leland,  Joshua  G.,  mentioned,  79,  327. 

Leelanaw  county,  219. 

Leman,  Jacob,  mentioned,  88. 

Lenawee  county,  221;  sketch  of  early  set- 
tlement, by  F.  A.  Dewey,  221;  histori- 
cal sketch  of.  by  A.  L.  Millard,  224. 

Leonard,  Chancey,  mentioned,  14. 

Leonard,  John  J.,  mentioned,  340. 

Leonard,  Rev.  L.,  mentioned,  240. 


Lepage.  Fi'ancois,  mentioned,  345. 

Leradoux.  Rev.  Mr.,  Catholic  priest,  483, 
485. 

Leroy,  Daniel,  mentioned,  416. 

Letter,  circular,  of  the  Committee  of  His- 
torians, 81. 

Leutagon,  an  Indian,  mentioned,  440. 

Lewitt,  Benjamin,  mentioned,  318. 

Lewis,  Capt..  mentioned,  250. 

Lewis,  George,  mentioned,  7. 

Lewis,  Henry  C,  mentioned,  127. 

Lewis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  mentioned,  158. 

Lewis,  Mr.  ,  clerk  in  store,  396. 

Lewis,  Richard  M.,  mentioned,  179. 

Lewis,  Thomas,  mentioned,  340. 

Lewis,  W.  H.,  mentioned,  296. 

Lewis,     William,     otherwise     "Yankee," 
114. 

Library,  town,  mentioned,  270. 

Lieb,  John  L.,  mentioned,  303. 

Limare,  John,  mentioned,  345. 

Limebeck,  George  A.,  mentioned,  160. 

Lincoln,  Luther,  mentioned,  510. 

Lincoln,  Mr.  .  mill  built  by,  444. 

Lincoln,  W.  B..  paper  by,  193. 

Lindsey,  Mr.,  agent  of  U.  S.  Government, 
376. 

Litchfield,  early  history  of,  180;  naming 
town,  181. 

"Literatm-e  and  Science,  Herald  of."  389. 

Little,  C.  D.,  mentioned,  19,  159;  sketch 
by,  23.  • 

"Little  Giant,"  the  killing  of,  104. 

Little,  Henry,  mentioned.  13,  14,  28,  55, 
59.  60,  61,  84;  donor,  62. 

Little,  Jacob  H.,  mentioned,  86. 

Little,   Norman,   mentioned,  512. 

Little,  Ruth,  mentioned,  84. 

Littlejohn,  F.  J.,  mentioned,  56,  90,  301, 
512. 

Livre,  French,  value  of,  342. 

List  of  members.  State  Pioneer  Society, 

84. 
Livermore,  Fidus,  mentioned,  13,  14. 

Livingston   county,    251;   address   before 

the  pioneers  of,  by  W^m.  A.  Clark,  252. 

Loan.  .$5,000,000,  contracted,  16;  history 

of,  47. 
Lobdell,  James  H.,  mentioned,  300. 
Lockwood,  T.  W.,  mentioned,  428. 
Lodge.  Menominee,  No.  133,  268. 
Lodholz,  Mr.,  bakery,  mentioned,  334. 
Logan,  Wm.,  mentioned,  207. 
Log  cabin,  manner  of  building,  445. 
Logs,  running  of,  first  attempt  at,  290. 
Look,  Orson  H.,  mentioned,  28.  84. 
Loomis,  P.  B.,  mentioned,  56,  86. 
Longon,  Augustin,  mentioned,  345. 
Longyear,  Ephraim,   mentioned,   7,  8,  9, 
13,  14,  28,  52,  55,  56,  57.  59,  61,  65,  84. 
Lloyd,  John,  mentioned,  288. 
Lloyd,  Marshall  W.,  mentioned,  289,  301. 
Lloyd,  Mrs.  W.,  mentioned,  296. 
Loranger,  Celestin,  mentioned,  148. 
Loranger  farm,  mentioned,  361. 
Lord,  Dr.  David  E.,  mentioned,  335,  337. 
Lothrop,  Edwin  H.,  and  G.  V.  N.,  broth- 
ers, mentioned,  207. 
Lothrop,  Edwin  H.,  mentioned,  512. 
Lothrop,  G.  V.  N.,  mentioned,  460. 
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Lovell.  Cyrus,  mriitionod,  IS,  14.  28.  '20i), 

21ft. 
Lovt'll,  Eno.sj  T..  iiHMitioned,  88. 
Lovell,  Louis  S..  uit'UtiDUcil.  84. 
Lowt',  r«'tor,  iuontittu»'(l.  l.S.  14. 
Lowen.steiu,    Phillip,    uieutioued,   268. 
Lownian.  .lanies,  Sr..  nu'iilinued.  133. 
I.ticiis.  (Jov..  uuMitiuiu'd,  it;'.. 
I.u<t'.  Chas.  !>.,  nu'Utiont'il.  170. 

Luii's,  .  lupntioiu'd,  L'ltu. 

Lull.  Charh's  A.,  uu-utioiunl.  28.  .">!),  84. 

Lyon,   Henry,   nicutioui'd,   olO. 

Lyou,    Lufiu.s,   surveyor,    uieutioued,   41t. 

")!.   130,  210.  47A. 
Lyou,  A.  I-\,  uieutioued.   12»>. 
Lyou,  Truuian   H..   uieutioued.    103. 
Lyous,  Areiu»r,  uieutioued.  34."). 
Lyous,  Miss  Kliza.  uieutioued,  40.3. 
Lvous,  Miss,  teaelier.  uieutioued,  4.">0,  480. 


M. 


MeBride.  Elizalteth.  ineiitioned,  .34."i. 

^leOaffrey.   .Tames,   uieutioued.   12G. 

MeCall,  Wui.   U.,   iiieiitioiie<l.  01,  '.»0. 

MeCarty.  Maria  ('..  uieutioued,  4T.'j. 

.McCarty.  William,  iiu'iitioued,  47."). 

M<('auley,  .Ttid;;e.  nieuiiouecl.  :i.">.". 

MeClaiu.  I».,  loss  l)y  tire.  .347. 

McClellaud.  Itoliert.  e.\-t  Joveriior.  re- 
ni.irks  hy.  282,  2S:5;  iiientioueil,  .")12. 

MeCliutoek,  William,  witiu'ss,  417. 

McCloskey.  James,   mentioned,  34."). 

Mc'Couib,  William,  mentioned.  4M3. 

McCouely,   Klea/.t-r,   nieiitioned.   ]3ii. 

McCounell.   K..  ordained  elder.  24n. 

MeCorkle,  I{ev.  Will.  A.,  associate  pa.stor, 
42it. 

Mei'ormick.  Wni.  A.,  meutioned,  14. 

McCormiik.  Win.  U..  meutioned,  84. 

McCo.skry,  I>r.  Wui.,  meutioned,  34."). 

McCoskry.  Kisiioj),  Kpiscoiiai.  4T>[). 

McCoy,  Itev.  Isaac  and  wife,  ('ary  mis- 
hIou,  founded  by,  121. 

McCraekeu.  S.  K.,  meutioned,  7,  00. 

McCulloiiKli,  Kobert,  ineutinued,  208. 

McI)ernioit.  .Joliii,   mentioned,  80. 

.MiDonald,  .lames,   mentioned,  34."). 

.Mil  »oii;ild,  .lolin,  mentioned,  471,  .")12. 

.Melionald,  .Mrs.,  mentioned,  .''.<J,s,  ,371. 

.MeDonuel.  .1.,  iin'iitioned.  4.").''.. 

.Melionnell,   JudKe.    mentioned,   .380. 

MeI>ou;;al!,  iJeor^e,  mentioned.  34.");  pro- 
bate judKe.  4.'h'.;  a  slave  liolder,  41."). 

M<-l>oimall.  .Mr.,  of  lirid;j;ewuter,  men- 
tioned, 7s. 

Meliowell,  Sam.,  mentioned.  320. 

McLlroys,  tlie,  mentioned.  2i»'.>. 

Md'arran.  .Mexauder.  oid.iiin-d  elder, 
4"_'0;  mentioned.  428. 

Me(;raft  «.V:  Mout;;omery.  lirm  men- 
tioned. 288,  204. 

.M<<;raw,  A.  C,  meutioned,  8»i. 

.Mi^Juffy,    I'reHideut.   meuiioned,   42. 

.Melleniy,  A.  .L.  mentioned.  20«!. 

.Mellvaiue,  Hlsliop.  meiiiioin'd,  42;  Iftter 
from,  43. 


2«i3. 

265. 
.-)12. 


cintosh.  Auffus,  mentioned.  34"),  470. 

elutosh,  Robt..  mentioned.  210. 

clntyre.  Miss  >L"Hj:aret.  teacher,  297. 

elver.  Andrew,  mentioned.  267. 

iKee.   Alexander,   mentioned.  .34.'). 

(Kev.     Antliouv.      iiientioueil.   2.30.   244, 

24S.*deatli  of,  24."). 

cKinstry.  l>avid  C.  mentioned,  is,  470. 

(Kinstry,  Maj.  I).  C.,  mentioned,  ."W.". 

cKinstry.  (Jus.,  luentioued.  471. 

elviustry.  Noble,  mentioned.  120,  1.30. 

cKuiu'lit.  Col.  Sheldon,  mentioned,  371. 

380.  .301,  302,  303.  304. 

cLain.  David,  meutioned,  343. 

cLeod,  riiarles,   mentioned,    12<!. 

204.  20."),  20(5. 

cLeod.  Mis.  Elizabeth,  mentioned 

(Leod,  ^^■m.   Norman,   mentioned 

cLocliliii.   Dyckes.   mentioned.  80. 

cMillaii.   Mary,  mentioned.  423. 

(Nair,  Col.  Win.,  uieutioued.  223,  '2So. 

cNeal.  Daniel,  loss  by  fire,  347. 

(•Neil,  mail  express  ajreut,  Detroit.  469. 

(Niff's,  Mrs.,  house,  meutioned,  497. 

cNifT.  Mrs.,  mentioned.  34."). 

(  riierson.  Win.,  mentioned.  2.")."). 

cQueen.  Hubert,  mentioned.  301. 

cllevuolds.  Col.   A.   T..    mentioned.  57, 

512." 

cKcjberts,  Minos,  mentioned,  28,  86. 

cSlierry,  C.  P.,  iiientioned,  20<).  300. 

cVay.  Henry,  mentioned,  .345. 

(•Williams.  A.  .!.,  death  of,  245. 

i-Williams,  (Jeorfre,  death  of,  245. 

accabe,   .Tulius    I'.    lioliver.    meutioned, 

.385. 

a<k.  Andrew,  mentioned.  303 

ack,  (?ol..   mentioned.  ."04. 

ack,  Fanny,  mentioned,  42.">. 

ack,  Stephen,  meiitioiied.  47<» 

ack.  Temperance,  iiieiitioned. 

jick  iS:  Sclimid.  lirm  iiientioiUMl.  336. 

ackay.  Miss,  early  teacher,  448. 

.•ickinac  county.  272.  273. 

.ukintosli,  .\nj:us.  mentioned.  ;'.45;  loss 

l).v  tire.  347. 

:ickneal.  Danitd,  mentioued,  345. 

acomb.  (Jen.  .Vlex;iiider,  commander  of 

jiost.  378;   tiie.itre   improvised   by.  378; 

mentioned,  4;!1,  .")(•;'..  .5(>4.  .")0«). 

acomb  county.  2.58,  2.50. 

acoiiii).  .lohli.   owner   of   Helle   Isle,  382. 

acomb.  Madam,  mentioned,  431.  4.32. 

acomb,  Sanili.  mentioned.  475. 

acomb,  William,  meutioned,  .")(•;;,  'AC. 

adisoii.  surueon.  slioi   by  Indian.  370. 

ahoiiey,  'riiom.'is,  mentioned,  345. 

.liciieiis,  Heriiard.  site  of  Detroit  deeded 

to.  .341;  meiitioiied,  ;ii;'.,  :!44.\. 

ails.  Indian  carrier  of.  .5ii2. 

ails,   irreiriiiaiit.v    and   t.irdiiios  of.    PIO. 

:ilcher,   I'Maiicis  1'.,  loss  by  tlr»',  345. 

ancliester,  I'",.  < '.,  mentioned,  00, 

audidl,  Addison,  mentioned,  4.3:;. 

anlt.ou  coiint.v,  2.50.  20ii. 

.•mil,  A.  v..  uieutioued,  2J>6. 

aim,  lUu'l  11.,  mentioned.  lO::. 


471. 


471. 
423. 
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Mannius:,  Randolph,  mentioned,  512. 

Mansfield,  W.  H.,  mentioned,  1,33. 

Map,  first  of  Michigau,  327. 

Marcy,  Governor,  mentioned.  39. 

Mareclial.  Rev.  Mr.,  Archbishop,  482. 

Marinette,  a  bright  girl  of  French  and 
Indian  descent,  265;  her  death  men- 
tioned, 266. 

Markham,  Abram  B.,  mentioned,  446,  509, 
510. 

Markham,  Setli,  pioneer  physician,  337. 

Markham,  William,  mentioned,  509. 

Marquette  county,  260,  261. 

Marquette,  Father  J.,  .Jesuit  priest,  120. 
481,  491. 

Marriage,  first  in  Delta  county,  1838,  159. 

Marsac,  Capt.  Francois,  hunter,  etc.,  21. 

Marsh,  cranberry,  formidable,  380. 

Marsh,  Elijah,  mentioned,  2.56. 

Marsh  &  Foss,,  firm,  mentioned,  289. 

Marsh,  .John  P.,  mentioned,  210. 

Marsh,  Rev.  .Justin,  mentioned,  240. 

Martin,  Charles,  mentioned,  296,  297. 

Martin,  Hugh  R..  mentioned,  345. 

Martin,  Peter,  mentioned,  179. 

Mason  county.  94.  261. 

Mason,  Jermain  H,,  mentioned,  88. 

Mason,  Lyman  G.,  mentioned,  296,  301. 

Mason,  Stevens  T.,  first  Gov.  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  mentioned,  38,  47,  78,  125, 
130,  173,  175,  176,  208,  223,  236,  .508. 

Matigon,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  482. 

Matthew,  Mason,  mentioned.  209. 
Matthews,    Nathaniel,   mentioned,   209. 
Mattoon,  Dr.,  mentioned,  284. 
Maumee,  fishing  at,  506. 

Maurer,  Dr.  A.,  mentioned,  296. 

Maxim,  Alfred  A.,  perilous  journey  by, 

295;  mentioned,  301. 
Maxwell,   Major   Thompson,   one   of   the 

Boston  tea-party,  479. 
May,  Abel,  mentioned,  24. 
May,  Celestia  E.,  mentioned,  88. 
May,  Charles  S.,  mentioned,  88. 
May,  Dwight,  mentioned,  84. 
May,  .James,     mentioned,    344b;     loss  by 
fire,  347;  signer  of  deed,  417;  owner  of 
slave  woman,  416. 
May,  Roger  S.,  commissioner,  1.30. 
May,  Roswell,  mentioned,  88. 
Maynard,  Ezra,  mentioned,  329. 
Maynard,   rhe  Misses,   mentioned,  338. 
Maynard.  ,J.  W.,  mentioned,  334. 
Maynard,  Wm.   S.,   mentioned,  335. 
Mead,  Darius,  death  of,  245. 
Mead,  Elias,  mentioned,  207, 
Mead,  Jolin,  mentioned,  207. 
Mead,  Orlando,  mentioned,  207. 
Mead,  William,  mentioned,  207. 
Mecosta  county,  261. 
Meegisee  county,  262,  263. 
Meeker,  A.  B..  mentioned,  269. 
Meeting  called  to  organize  State  Pioneer 
Society,  8. 
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Meetings,  protracted,  common,  401. 
Meldrum,  G.,  loss  liy  fire,  347. 
Meldrum,  (Jeorge,  mentioned,  403. 
Meldrum,  .James,  mentioned,  4.38. 
Meldrum,  .John,  mentioned.  345. 
Meldrum  &:  Park,  firm  mentioned,  403. 
Meloche,  Madam,  mentioned,  372,  373. 
Membei's  State  Pioneer  Society,  list  of, 

84. 
Memorial  pages,  185,  201,  203,  205,  279. 
Menominee,  banks  in,  268. 
Menominee     county,    94,     263;    historical 

sketch  of,  263. 
Menominee,  churches  in,  271. 
Mercer,  Wm.,  mentioned,  169,  170. 
Merrill,    Ellas    W.,    mentioned,    287,   296, 

.300,  .301. 
Merrill,  Mrs.  E.  W.,  mentioned,  298. 
Merrill,  Isaac  D..  mentioned,  287.  294. 
Merrill,    Mr.,     an    attorney,     mem.. 

343. 
Merrill,  Thomas  W.,  mentioned,  88. 
Mette,  P'elix,  mentioned,  34.5. 
Mette.   Theophilus,   mentioned,  345. 
Mettez,  Theophilus,   mentioned,  488. 
Michael.  Alonzo,  mentioned,  248. 
Michie,  Alexander,   mentioned,  341. 
Michillmackinac,     now     Maclviuac   coun- 
ty,  272,   273. 
Michigan,   Universitv  of,   mentioned.  42, 

43. 
Michigan,  earl.v  experiences  in,  395. 
Michigan,   bank  of.  396. 
Michigan  its  derivation,  38. 
Michigan,    pioneers,    nationality   of,   400. 
Mickaninne,  an  Indian,  440. 
Mickle.v,   C.   E..    mentioned,  7. 
Midland  county,   273. 
Mikenauk   county,  94,   274,   275. 
Millard,    Alfred    E.,    mentioned,    84;    ad- 
dress by,  224. 
Miller,    Judge    Albert,    first    Pres.  S.  P. 
Soc,  14;  mentioned,  13.  14.  19,  56,  59, 
76,   78.  84,   102;   donor,   62. 
Miller,  Ben.,   mentioned,   471. 
Miller,  Chas.,   mentioned,  241,  245. 
Miller,  E.    R.,   mentioned,   7. 
Miller,  H.  B..   mentioned,  '210. 
Miller,    .James    M.,    first    printer    in    De- 
troit, 394,  385,  487. 
Miller,  Jeremy   T.,   mentioned,   86. 
Miller,  John,  mentioned,  446. 
Miller,  Joseph,  Jr.,  mentioned,  210. 
Miller,  Leonard,   mentioned,   329. 
Miller,  Judge  Lewis  T.,   mentioned,   172, 

179. 
Miller.  Mary,   mentioned,  179. 

Miller,  ,  engineer  and  surveyor,  72. 

Miller,   Samuel,  mentioned,  149. 
Mills  &  Furlong,  firm,   mentioned,  287. 
Mills,  Loren,  mentioned,  336. 
Mills,    Mrs.    Loren,   mentioned,   336. 
Mills  in  Muskegon,  names  and  capacity, 
289,  290. 
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Mills,  Simeon,  inentioiu'd.  207. 

Mills,   TlHtiuns,   nu'iilioiunl,  2lMi.  3ol. 

Mil\v:iukt'«'   founty.   27'.. 

.MiniT.    A.    B.,   iiu'iitioiu'd.   '2W. 

MiniH'.   .To.,   aiu'cdoli'  of.  44.'5. 

Miss:nik»'«-    county.    27.~>. 

Mitclu'll.  C.   T.,   mentioned,  Sti,   KHt. 

Mitchell.     Kev.     ,7oseitli.     loeal     itiejuher, 

47S. 
Miteliell,   Preston,   mentioned,  7. 
Mitcliell.   Wm.   W'..   mentioned.   14,  S4. 
Moffatt.  Isjjac.  mentioned.  88. 
Monroe.     Pres..     revenue     boat     wjinied 

for.  470. 
Monro**  county,  27tl.  277. 
Monroe.     Miss,     .-i      teacher,      mentioned. 

33(3. 
Monroe.     Wm.     C.     colored      Kiii.scopal 

<-lerj;yman,  4.">n. 
M<int<-alm    county,   284. 
M<int;:omery.   .Tulin,    mentioned,   Wi. 
Montfiomery,  .John   H.,   mentioned,  90. 
Montmorency  county.  04.  28r». 
Monteith.    Rev.    John,     mentioned.    24n. 

:{82.   418.   477,   478. 
Moore's    "lujat    sonp."    mentioned.   3(i«;. 
Moore,  Hiram,   mentioned.  200. 
Moore,  .7.    Wilicie.    mentioned.   14. 
Mofire,  .Toel,  mentioned.  170. 
Moore,  .Tolin,   mentioned.   KM).   108. 
Mo<»re.  Lovell.    mentioned.   200. 
Moore,  Silas.    mentione(l.   170. 
Moor»',  Rev.   Mr.,  mentioned,  42:'.. 
Moore,  Wm.   A.,   mentioned.   282. 
Moore,  Wm.  !>.,  mentioned,   10.'{. 
Moon.  J.  W.,  mentioned.  200. 
Moran,     f'harles,     mentioned,     P.4t;,     4(i:',. 

4.'.4. 
.Moran.    <ieorfce,   commissary.   21:   donor, 

:n. 

Morgan.  K.  W..   mentioned.  337. 
Morjran's  pliost  alluded  to.  320. 
.Morgan.      President,      of     Pennsylvania. 

mentioned,  44. 
.Morris,    (Jouverueur,    mentioned,   28,    '>*'>. 

84:  d(»nor,  31. 
.Morris,   Uohert   W.,   menti(med,   2S8,  20t;, 

.'{(K).  301. 
.Morris.   S.  L.,   mentioned,  80. 
.Morrison.     James,     early     supervisor     of 

customs,  400. 
Morrison,   Rev.  ,F.  II..   mentioned,  104. 
.Morrison,   John    K..   mentioned,    10,'!. 
.Morrow,  ("ol.   Henry  .\..  mentioned.  472. 
.Morton,    K.    «;.,    mentioned,  304,   30.">. 
.Mosher,    Cliarles.    mentioned,    1(;,»<.    100. 
.Mottr;im.    I»r.    William,    meiitlom-d,    170. 
,Mo\vey.    Hethcotl.    mcntioui'd,   .3.3.'). 
.Muld.    Peter,   mentioned.   'JOO. 
.Muhler,  A.  iNc  J.,  mentioiieil.  •.".•7. 
Mulct,   slave  and  <uinlldential   clerk.   4H!. 
Mullet,     .Mr..    surv«'yor.     meiiiioncd,    4S, 

f>0;   eommissloner.    1.30. 
Mullett.  John    H.,   mentioned.  00. 
.Mumford,   K.  <".   I...   mentioned.   100. 
.Mundv,   Judge   Eduanl.   mentioned,   33.'», 

r.l2.* 
M(Hiroe,    «;eorye   ('..    meniionefl.    14.    HKt. 


Mtmson.  Philander,  mentioned.  24."». 

Munson.   Samtiel   ('.,   mentioned.  7. 

Mnrpliy.   l>r.  John,   mentioned.   2f>8. 

.Murphy.    Peter,    c(unmissioner,    l.">. 

Mtirray.  1>.  H.,  mentioned,  .'>0. 

Murray,  (Jeo..  mentioned,  100. 

Murray,  S.  D..  mentioned,  29G. 

Muskegon  county.  285.  28G;  steam-mill 
company,  288:  settlers  previous  to 
1800,  200:  cliurches  in,  207,   208. 

Muth,  Jacoli.  I>auk  cashier.  2t>8. 


Nado,  Jacob,  mentioned,  34."». 

Names,    negro,   indefinite,   41."i. 

Names  of  counties  clianged,  04. 

Napier,  ('apt.,   mentioned,  40. 

Nason,   Henry,  mentioned,  271. 

Navarre,    Col.    Francis,    mentioni-d.    3."i7. 

Negwegon  county,  301,  302. 

Nelson,  Charles  I).,  mentioned.  200.  :{nM. 

.301. 
Nelson,   William    H..   mentioned.    170. 
Nethaway,  Lyman,   mentioned.   170. 
Nethaway.    Nelson,   mentioned,    170. 
Newaygo  county.  302. 
Newberry.      Oliver.      Admiral      of      the 

Lakes.  471. 
Newberry.   Seneca,   mentioned,  r»12. 
Newberr.v,  W.   L.,  mentioned.  .3S7. 
New  Ruffalo,  settlement  of,   12."». 
Newcomb,    Miss   .leiiuy,    mentioned.   242. 
Newcomb.   Roland  R.  C..  ordaiiicil  elder. 

24(t:   mentioned.   241.   24S. 
Newell.  Josiali.   mentioned.  OO. 
Newell.  Nathan,   mentioned.  333. 
Newell.    Theodore,    mentioned.    2S7,    288'; 

dealli   of.   20.",. 
Newell  A:   Wilco.x.   lirm   menticmed.  2S7. 
Newell   iS:   ('o.,   mentioned,   202. 
Newhall,   Josiah,    UH'mioiuMl.  :?27. 
New    Haven,   architect    from,   emiiloved, 

44. 
Newspapers,  pioneer  of  Midiigan,  ',\S~>. 
News,   Muskegon,   starfeil.  200. 
Newton,   Ezra,   mentioned.  241.   24."i. 
Nicliolas.   Mr.,   tciiciier,  4."i7. 
Nickerson.   Samuel    M..   mentioned.   2t!0. 
Nicliolas.    l>r.,   mentioned.   321t. 
Nicols,    John     F..    a     vabied     t«'jirher    23 

years.   458:    the   Nestor   of   the   jmbllc 

schools.   44S. 
Niece.  Alviii.    iiieiilloned.   17'.». 

Jolinson,    mentioned.    ."(12. 
John,  mentioned.  1.3.3. 
Charles,   mentioned.   2S1.'.  420. 
Havid  A..  m<'ntioned.  2.S2. 
.Mrs.     Kliza     Wing.     nientioiUMl. 


Niles. 
Nixon 
Noble, 
Noble, 
Noble 
282. 
N(d)le 
Noble 
Ncdile 


Isrjlel.    mentioIU'd.     I.'i.'i. 

.Njith.'ililel,    nieiiliond.  .320. 

Sylvester,   mentioned.  .320. 
Nobles.   Klizabelh.    meiilione<l.   42.3. 
Norrls.     Lyman     !»..     iiisiorical     addres,- 

by.  327,  .320:   mentioned.  .'•<"..  X4. 
Norrls,   .Mrs.   R.   R..  donor,  .".l. 
North.   Townsend,    nieniiont'cl.   2S.   SO. 
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Northrup,  Cornelius,    meutloiied,  207. 
Nortlirup.  Enos,   mentioned,  59,  86. 
Norton,  Noah,  mentioned,  230. 
Norton,   Seldon,   mentioned,  207. 

Norton.  ,   mentioned,  301. 

Norvell.   John,   mentioned,  375,  450.  512. 

Note,  prefator.v.  Hi. 

Note,     respecting     the     spelling     of     the 

name  LaMothe,  521:  of  the  names  of 

the  connties.  etc.,  521. 
Notipekago   county,   designated,  94,   303. 
Nowland,   Andrew,   mentioned,   334.   335. 
Nowland,  .John   S.,  mentioned,  334. 
Nowlen,  Sally,  mentioned,  345. 
Noyes,  George  W..  mentioned,  .3.34. 
Noyes.  .James,  mentioned,  3.34. 
Noyes,  Rev.  N..  Baptist  pastor,  467. 


O. 


Oakland  county,  .303,  .304,  305. 

Oakley,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  1.57. 

O'Brien,  Dennis,  mentioned,  4.56. 

O'Brien,  Morgan,  mentioned,  79. 

"Observor,  Impartial."  started  by  Fath- 
er Richard,  486. 

O'Callaghan,  Wm.,  mentioned,  459. 

Oceana  county,  .305. 

Odell,  Mrs.   Charles,  mentioned,  298. 

Odell.  W.  P.,  mentioned,  301. 

Odd  Fellows,  lodge  of,  268. 

O'Fllnn,   Cornelius,   mentioned,  433.  434. 

Officers,  first,  of  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan, 344b. 

Ogemaw   county,  306. 

O'Harrow.  Raymond,  mentioned.  296, 
300,  301. 

O'Keefe,  George  A.,  probate  judge, 
mentioned,   433,   438,   440. 

Okkuddo  county,  94.  308. 

Olds,  Abel,  mentioned,  179. 

Olds,  Dexter,   mentioned,    179. 

Olds,  James,    mentioned,    171,    178.    179. 

Olson,  Andrew,   mentioned,  296. 

Olson,  Ole,  mentioned.  296. 

Omeena  county,  94,  ,306. 

Onsha,   an  Indian,   mentioned,   440. 

Ontonagon   county.   307. 

Orchai'ds,  French,  mentioned,  .355. 

Orders,  regimental,  249;  by  Lieut.  Col. 
for  draft  for  court  martiail.  251. 

Ore.  iron,  and  salt  springs,  in  Washte- 
naw county.  .328. 

Organ    and    piano,    importation    of,    491. 

Ormsby,  Dr.  Caleb,  N.,  mentioned,  2.30. 
232. 

Ormsby.    L.,    mentioned,    248. 

Osborn,  John  M..  mentioned,  7,  14. 

Osborne,    Jesse,    mentioned,   222,   227. 

Osceola  county,  94,    307. 

Oscoda  county.  .308. 

Ottawa  county,  310. 

Otsego  county.  94,  .3<)9. 

Ottawa    Indians,    eight,    mentioned,    491. 

Ousterhaut,  Cornelius,  carpenter  and 
joiner,   334. 


Outhwaite,    Geo.    F.,    menlloned,   297. 
Owen,  J.,    druggist,    .387. 
Owen.  .John,   mentioned,  340,   4.55. 
Owen,  Mary,    mentioned,   423. 


Packard,   Frank   S..   mentioned,  88. 

Page.  .Jefferson,  mentioned.  248. 

Page.   Rey.   William,   mentioned,  .3.37. 

Palmer.  D.   W..   mentioned.   326,  327. 

Palmer,  Irvin,  mentioned,  433. 

Palmer,  Jane   M.,   mentioned,  423. 

Palmer.  .John,   mentioned,  345,  470. 

Palmer,  Mrs.   John,   mentioned,   423. 

Palmer.  Perley,  &  Co.,  firm  mentioned 
276. 

Palmer,  Thomas,  mentioned,  386,  422. 
470. 

Papiueau, ,  mentioned,  439. 

Parapet,   the  leyeling  of,  370. 

Pare.  George,   mentioned,  345. 

Parent,  .laques,   mentioned,  372. 

Park,   William,    mentioned,   403. 

Parker,   Alpheus,    mentioned,   241. 

Parker,  A.  S.,  mentioned,  207. 

Parker,  Capt.   Clark,   mentioned.  408. 

Parks,  Mrs.  .John,  mentioned,  .59,  60. 

Parmely,   Rey.   Leyi,  mentioned,   194. 

Parshall,  Terry,   mentioned.  318. 

Parsons,  Andrew,    attorney,    319. 

Parsons,  Harriet,  teacher,  337,  338. 

Parsons,  James   M.,   mentioned,  86. 

Parsons,  Jonathan,    mentioned,    88. 

Partridge,  Gen.  B.  F.,  mentioned.  103. 
109;  historical  sketch  by.  102. 

Partridge.   E.   A.,   mentioned,   296. 

Patchin,   .James,    mentioned,   228. 

Patrick,  .James,   mentioned,  86. 

Patrick,  Lewis   S.,    mentioned,  263. 

Patriotism,  French,  spoken  of,  361. 

Patrons  of  Husbandry,  grange  organ- 
ized.   319. 

Patterson,  George,    mentioned.  88. 

Patterson,  S.  W.,  M.  D.,  mentioned.  86. 

Pattluson.  Richard,  mentioned,  345. 

Pa.yne,  Chauncey  S.,  mentioned,  437. 

Payne,  C.  S.  &  Co.,  firm,  mentioned, 
385. 

Payne.  Mrs.  Chauncey  S.,  mentioned, 
437. 

Payne.  Ruel,   mentioned,  241,  245. 

Pay-roll    of    Capt.    Goff's    company,    248. 

Payson,   Rey.    Mr.,   mentioned,   298. 

Pear   trees,   French.   356. 

Pease,    Seth.    mentioned,    246. 

Peck,  Geo.  W.,   mentioned,  2.56,  512. 

Peck,  Horace  H.,   mentioned,  209. 

Peck,  Horace   M..   mentioned,  88. 

Peck,  S.  B.,  mentioned,  297. 

Peebles,  John,  mentioned,  326. 

"Peggy,"    the,    side-wheel   steamer.   294, 

Pekin.   now    Stockl)ridge,    190. 

Pelletier,   Baptiste,   mentioned,  345. 

Peltier,  Mr.,   mentioned.  24.  372. 

Penard.  Joseph,  mentioned,  345. 

Pendall.   James   S.,  mentioned.   267. 
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r«Mi;:illy.    RnlMTt.    nu-ntioiu'd.   I'TI. 
INmui.    Will..    iiM'UtiuiU'd,  2'J7. 
r«'nii<i(k.  TlMiMias  .T..   nifntioin'«l.  170. 
r»-ni>y«T,   .Vumistus,    im-nticiiu'd.    2t».'^ 
rtTuiy*'!-.  Ili'uiy.     lUfntioiK'fl.     L'ST.     :.".»:'.: 

I.ustiii:ist«'r.    21t8. 
I'»'i<iv:il.   Siiiun«'l.    iiu'iitioin-il.  2<i<(. 
rt'ikiiis,  ("apt..    lUfUtidiUMl.    :?Tn. 
r.rkiiis.   Mrs.    Cjipt..    in«'iuii)U»'<l,   .'{Td. 
rmiu.  Mr.  ami   Mrs.  J.,  ini'iitioin'il.  Hi'.t. 
I't'iry.    ('oiiiin«Ml«n-e.    iuentioiU'<l.    4Hi:  tlis- 

tivss     of     nn'iitidiu'd.     411:     iiiHTvicw 

with.    41(t. 
Prri-y.   E.    W..    iiu-iitioiu'd.    SO. 
r»'tit.  Tli«'<i(lt>tia,    int'iitioiu'd.    42:?. 
r»'tit,  (lid   -Mr..   iikmU-  (if  pidwiii;:  Iiy,  44:?. 
IVtit,  William    W..    pmbate    .iudj-'c    4:VA. 
rctric.   Nidi.,    mentioned,   20<k 
I'ettis.    Pele^'.    mentioned.    24S. 
I'etty   and    Ilawley.    landlords,   4:'.2. 

Teyn.   Mr.  .   teacher.  44!l. 

riielps.    Mr.,    mentioned,   .'{Hi. 
I'hileo.    mail   contractor.   Til. 
riiilip.    I»avid,   mentioned.  r)00. 
I'liilips.    I>aniel,    mentioned,   r»(»n. 
riiilliiis.  Oscar,    mentioned.   ."•<i!>. 
rhiiliiis,  Wendell,    mentioned.    41."i. 
riano,  old,     Indian    dance    to   its     mnsic. 

ricnic,  pioneer's,  at  ("assopolis,  1S7<!. 
l.'i.'l 

Ticket   lines  defined.  4tl7. 

rickett.    Wm..    mentioned.   2M7. 

I'ierce,   Darins.   nientione<l.  ."V-'tl,  .''.27. 

I'ierce,    F.    I>.,    nieniioiied.    2(l!t. 

I'ierce,  Kev.  .lolin  I»..  |iaiier  by.  .■'."■. 
mentioned.  C.d.  sr,,  i:{<i.  Kil.  .''.27,  :«»7. 
.•«IS.    4(11. 

riercc,  Mrs.  John  \K.  burial  of.  l.'il, 
."i07:    a    sweet    silver,    .'{OS. 

Pierce,  John   W.,   mentioned,    KiO. 

Pierce,  Natlian,    mentioned,   l.'io. 

Pierce.  Onesimiis   ().,   mentioned,   s.   :',41. 

Pierre,    ('apt.,   mentioned.   44(i. 

Pike, .    meiitioiiud,  .''.72. 

Pilcher.  Kev.  I  )r.  K.  II.,  donor.  Ci:'.;  men- 
tioned.  ,'?;»S,   4(11:   paper  by,  472. 

•pioneer,"  Kpiscoital,  paper  contem- 
plated.   ;{.S<(. 

Pioneer  societ.V  of  I>etloit.  oi^railizcd. 
:{4(i. 

Pioneer  society  of  i:.ilon  county,  or- 
^'anizatlon  of.  I.'m:  deailis  of  mem- 
bers.  ir»7. 

Pioneer  society  of  Hillsdaic  (•.unity, 
tlrst,  second,  and  third  annnal  meet- 
in;;s,  K'hS:  fourth  and  llfth  annual 
meetlnns.    KiO,    17(>. 

PioneerH   of   LivinK><<<)n   cotinty.   2.">2. 

Pioneer  society  of  Wayiie  county,  or 
uani/ed,  .''.41. 

•'Pioneer,   'I'iic    VoUIlK."    a    soIl^C.    211. 

Pl<|iiei.  .lean    Maiitisie.    mentioned,   .'{4r>. 

Pitiilet.   .Iidiii    P.,  loss   by   fire,  .'147, 

Piro>,'ne,    tlie,    described,    .'{H,'{. 

Pitclier,  Cliarles,     mentioned,    4r».''(. 

Pitcher,   I>r.    Zlna,    mentioned,    4.''»4. 

Pittniati.  Lieut,  f'ol.  I>nni('l,  lueutioued. 
2'2;t,   2l!t,   2.".(i.   'J.M. 


Place.    Joliii    P..    mentioned.   *28S. 

Pliimmer,    Wm.,    mentioned.    2(^7. 

Plymouth,    first .  settlement    of.   444. 

Poem.  "Sixty  years  airo,"  74:  "Th«^ 
State  raiiit«d."  ir.O:  "Tlie  Young  Pio- 
neer." 211. 

PokcL'oii.    Indi.iii    cliief.    nieiilioned.    40.'?. 

J'oiiiero.v.    Ensiirn.    mentioned.   2.'(i. 

Poimiev.    Negro    man.    sale    of.    417. 

T'ond.   Klihu   B..   mentioned.  .Sd. 

I'ouies.    Canadian,    mentioned.    .'{."»4. 

Pontiao.  Indian  cliief  :ind  conspirator, 
.'{72. 

T*ool.    .\.    ;ind    wife,    iiieiitioiied.   241. 

Po(de.    T/ieut..   lost,   21. 

"Poor  Tray."  on  Charitv   Island.  22. 

Portei*.  Capt..    mentioned.   ."{SO. 

Porter,  finv.    Coovfxf-   B.,    nientioned,  432. 

4nn. 

Porter.  Henry    H.,    mentionpd,   2(19. 
Porter,  James,   mentioned,   207. 
Postal   facilities.   20S. 

•otter.  .\Ilen.    mentioned.   SS. 

'otter.  Edwin,    mentioned.    2!tt!.    ".lut.  ."iOl. 

'otter.   L.   B.,   mentioned.  7. 

'otter.   Mr.  ,   mentioned.  4<''2. 

'ouiiard.   Charles,   mentioned.  ^A'>. 

'ower.    I>r.    Pliny,    mentioned.   .'112. 

'owers,    Robert    !>..    mentioned,   2.">.  2r»(l. 

'ratt.    .Miilieiis,    mentioned.    170. 

'r;itt.  Kaniel.   S..   mentioned.  Sd. 

'raft.    Ilemaii.    mentioned.    170. 

'r.'itt.  Jared.    mentioned.    I'.'t!!;    deatli    of. 
24.". 

'raff.    Uev.    J.    M..   meiilioiied.   20S. 

'ref;itor.v    note,    iii. 

'reiiieau.    Baptistc.    mentioned.   2(i.">. 

'resipie   Isle  county.   :U1. 

'resfon.  Jacob,   historian,   70. 

Jane  E..   mentioned.  2^9. 
.loliii.     Sr.,     d.-iugliter     baptized. 


'resfon, 
'reston. 
2.'!S. 
'reston. 


ordained      elder,      240; 


mentioned.  i;!l. 
mentioned.  02. 
mentioned.     1."!t. 


Jolin. 

death   of,    24.".. 
'reston,   Marvin, 
'reston.   Koswell 
'reston.   S.iniuel.      mentioned.      1."!t.      1C.(), 

244. 
'reston.  ( "ol.  .*<.    II..   iiicniioiied.  .">.".  (il. 
're.v.    Josejili.    mentioned.  .'527. 
'rices,    iiioiieer.    in    Washtenaw    county. 

.'{.'12. 

'riest.    1 ».    S..    mentioned.    7. 
'rimitlve  days,   24(!. 

'riiice.    Rev. ,   jiastor,   4nl. 

'riiigle,  Wm.  ('..   mentioned.  Oft. 
'idtestanf      religious      service,      first      in 

.Muskegon.   207. 
'roiity,  Amariah  T..  mentioned,  88.  210. 
'rovencal,   .\nn.   ineiitioned,  'MTk 
'idveiicjil,  .lames,   mentioned,   'M'k 
'rovencal,   .Mrs.,  loss  by   lire.  .'M7. 
'ruty.man.    A.   C..    ntenfloiied.   S. 
'ugh.   II.   I).,  donor.  ."{1. 

ullnian.  Jesse  I).,  ni(>iitione(1,  .'{(lO. 
'urdy.    Hoberf,    menfionol.    .">12. 
•ufnain,     Uev.     I».     P..     mentioned      241, 

2H4;   remarku   by.   282. 
Puln.-im.    I'zziel   Jr.,    meiifioiicd.    b't-'<. 
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Q. 

Quackeubush,    Orson,   mentiouod.    250. 
Quesne.  Marquis  de.   mentioned.  .351. 
Quick,   Rev.  .Tames,  mentioned,  240. 
Quimby.  .Tohn   Sr.,   mentioned,   26.3,  200. 


R. 


Raiche,  Lonis  .7..  mentioned.  268. 

Railroad  Co..  Michigan  Central,  men- 
tioned. 47. 

Railroads,   line   of.   completed.   269." 

Railroad,   traveling  by.   2.32. 

Railroading:,   early,   spoken   of.  .331. 

Ralph,  W.  W..  mentioned.  114. 

Rand.   G.   T..    mentioned.   lr>7. 

Rand,  Capt.  Thomas  .T..  mentioned.  285. 
300. 

Randall.  Chester  .T..  mentioned,  244. 

Randall.  C.  .T.  and  wife,  mentioned.  241. 

Randall,  Emily,  mentioned.  244. 

Randall.  Isaac,  death  of,  mentioned. 
244.   245. 

Randall.  Samuel,  death  of.  mentioned, 
244,   245. 

Randall.  Thirza.  mentioned.  244. 

Randall.  William,   mentioned.  244. 

Rangers,  the  Galena,  mentioned,  51. 

Ranier.  M.  F.,  mentioned.  29fi. 

Ranney.  L.  S.,  mentioned.  109. 

Ransom,  Gov.,  mentioned,  210. 

Ransom.   .Tudge   E.,    mentioned,   123,  193. 

Ransom.  Samuel  C.  mentioned.  88. 

Ransom,  Sam.  H.,  mentioned.  210. 

Ransom's  mills,  mentioned.  .331. 

Ray,   Margaret,    mentioned.   2.38. 

Rayruond,   Francis,   mentioned.  .341. 

Raymond.   Col.   Henry,   mentioned,   102. 

Reardon.   Dennis,   mentioned.   290. 

Recollect,  .John  Baptiste.  mentioned, 
286. 

Recollections,  by  George  Clark.  .501. 

Recollections,  by  Levi  Bishop.  511. 

Record,  Mr.,   mentioned.  443. 

Record,  Mrs.,  remarkable  half  Indian. 
443. 

Redfield.   George,   remarks  by.   141. 

Reed.  Alexander  W.,  mentioned.  512. 

Reeder,   Daniel,   mentioned.   275,   270. 

Reed.   George,  mentioned.  208. 

Rees,  Wadhams  &  Co..  firm  mentioned, 
385. 

Register,  Lakeside,  the  Democratic, 
mentioned.   299. 

Reid,  John  S.,  mentioned,  178,  179. 

Reid.  Thomas  S.,  mentioned,  178,  179. 

Remer,  L.   T..   mentioned,  8. 

Remond,   Andrew,    mentioned,   .345. 

Reneau,  Cecille,  mentioned,  ,345. 

Reneau,  Renette.  mentioned,  34.5. 

Reutz.  John,  mentioned,  247. 

Report,  acting  treasurer's,  1875,  34; 
treasurer's,    1870,   00. 

Report,   corresponding  secretary's,  05. 

Report,  recording  secretary's,  1875,  29; 
1876,  58. 

Reports  of  counties,  towns,  and  dis- 
tricts, 94. 


Reporter,   :Muskegon,   started   18.>u.  299. 

Residences  and  buildings,  old  and  new. 
in  Detroit  in  181.5—10,  490,  497.  498, 
499.  500,  .501. 

Reume,   Robert,   mentioned.  .340. 

Reunion,  social,  of  the  State  Pioneer 
Society,  at  Bay  City.  18;  at  Marshall, 
52;  at  Ann  Arbor,  70. 

Rexford,  F.  H.,  mentioned.  88. 

Reynolds.  L.  J.,  mentioned,  133. 

Reynolds,  L.  P.,  mentioned,  170. 

Reynolds,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  298. 

Rhoades,   Edmund,   mentioned,  244. 

Riblet,  Mary  Jane,  mentioned.  180. 

Riblet.  Mrs.  S.,  mentioned,  109. 
I  Riblet,     Samuel,     mentioned,     168,     169, 
j      180,    181;    early    history    of   Litchfield, 
I      by.   180. 

j  Riblet,   Solomon,  mentioned,   180. 
j  Rice  &  Bliss,  singers,  mentioned,  248. 

Rice  &   Bingham,   firm,   mentioned,  387. 

Rice,  Clarence,  mentioned,  208. 

Rice,  Miss  Florence,  mentioned,  242, 
248. 

Rice,  George  C.  mentioned.  299. 

Rice,  Dr.  Justin,  mentioned,  .390,  423; 
ordained  elder.  424. 

Rice,  Mary,  mentioned,  423. 

Rice,  Thomas  J.,  mentioned.  256. 

Rice,  M.   B.,   mentioned.  242. 

Rice,  Mrs.  M.  B..  mentioned.  242. 

Richard,  Gabriel,  Jesuit  priest.  Vicar 
General,  etc..  479;  life  and  times  of, 
481;  respect  to  his  remains.  495;  print- 
ing press  established  by.  487;  loss  by 
fire,  347;  imported  organ  and  piano, 
491:  mentioned.  345,  363,  371,  385,443, 
482,  486,  450,  438. 

Rich,   Hampton,   mentioned,  .56,  86. 

Rich,  J.  T.,  mentioned,  7. 

Richardson,    Origen   G..    mentioned.    512. 

Richmond.   AVm.  A,,   mentioned,  512. 

Riehle,   H.,   mentioned,  290. 

Rievers,  Father,  mentioned,  297. 

Rights,  "Woman's,  advocated,   143. 

Riley  &  Ackerly,  firm  mentioned.  4.32. 

Riordan.    Dennis,    mentioned,   301. 

Ripley,  Bennett,  mentioned,  290. 

Risdon,  Lewis  C,  mentioned,  80,  327. 

Risdon,  Orange,  surveyor  and  author  of 
map,  327;  death  of  in  note,  327;  com^ 
missioner.   129,  190. 

Rix  family,  mentioned,  209. 

Roades,  B.  H..  mentioned,  247. 

Roads,  Oliver,  mentioned,  248. 

Robb,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  210. 

Robbins,    Thomas,    mentioned,    108. 

Robe,  George,   mentioned.  45.5. 

Roberts,  Elijah  J.,  mentioned,  512. 

Roberts,  Miss  (Mrs.  Cole),  teacher,  297. 

Roberts,  Ellis,  mentioned,  .340. 

Roberts,  Robert  E.,  mentioned,  340. 

Robertson,   J.   M.,   mentioned,  247. 

Robertson,  William,  mentioned,  345; 
loser  by,  fire.  347. 

Robinson.  John  J.,   mentioned.  92,  327. 

Robinson,  Rev.  J.  W.,  mentioned.  143. 

Robinson  &  Martin,  loss  by  fire,  347. 
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Robinson,  Mrs.,   nioutionod.  345. 
Rnhinson.  Dr.  I..  O..  montinnod.  42ti. 
Hohiiison.  Solon  K..  niontionod.  7. 
Ritliiiison,  .Xniln'w.  nicntinnt'tl.  "2~. 
Rnhy.  John  S..  niontionod.  47<i. 
Rolty.   Tlnnn.ili.   niontionod.   42:^ 
Rockwoll.    ^^iss   Maria.    tcai-lH-r.   4."T. 
Rmlircrs.  .\..  nu'ntion»^<l.  21)7. 
Rndm-rs.  .Mt'x..  niontioncd.  .SOI. 
RodpTs.   \V.   r..   mentiont^d.  247. 
Ro(>.  William,  auctioncor.  41.". 
Rn;:»'r<,   David,   inciitioiicd.   11)1 
RiMin'vn.    Theodore,     iiifiitioiii-d.    S4:    n-- 

niarks  by.  2S2. 
Roof,   .\dani   L.,   niontionod,   lO.'J. 
Root.  Charb's  W..   niontionrd.  20ri. 
Root,  Elijah,   mentioned,  2i  0. 
Root.   Roswell.   mentioned.  444.  ."I't. 
R<jseonimon  eonnry.  04.  .'112.  .'^.I.*^.. 
Rose.   Saninel.  a   .1oi<er.  2!t:'..  2!t4. 
Rosseter,   .Tohn.    mentioned,   r?*^.". 
Riiwl.md.     Tlmnias.     (ommissioner.     \^iK 

:'.S7,  .'iSO.  42(».  422:  ordained  eider.   42n. 
Rowley,   Rev.   .Tr)lin.   mentioned.   104. 
Rowlson.   H.   H..   mentioned.   1<>0. 
Riiddim:in.   «;e.iri.'e.   meniioned.   2X7.   2SS. 

204,  .".ol. 
Rnddim;in.    .lolm.    mentioned.    2SS.    2S«0. 

204.  20.".. 
Kuirirles.   Rev.   Father,   iiastor.  4iil. 
Knmsey.     Elisha     W..     mentioned.     :!20. 

:'..",4. 
Rnmsey.   Mis.    K.   W..   mentioned,  :!."!."'.. 
Knmsey,   .Tnd^'e    Henry,    mentioned.    K'>. 
Rniidle.    ^[I•s.,    mentioned.   .").">. 
Iviinnells.       Hev.       Willi.im.      mentioned. 

470. 
Knssell.    Iliiam.    mentioned.   :',4.". 
Rnsseii,   Ismail,   mentioned,  24M. 
Russell,    .Sirplieii.    mi'iit ioiieil,    170. 
Rutherford.  Win.,  mentioned,  2nt). 
R.vaii,   Rev.   Heiir.v,   presidiiii:  elder,   477. 
Ryan.   W.  L.,   mentioned.  201;. 
R.vi'isoii,    Hills    &    Co.,    linn    meniioned. 

2S,S. 
Ryerson,     .Martin,     meinioiitMl,    2S7.    liss, 

201.   202.    20;;.    207.   .".nl. 

■Saltiiie.  .1.   ('..   mentioned,   ISO. 
SjieUeti,  o.   .\..   mentioned,  241. 
S:ie(»,    valley    of,    I'd. 
Saeiiflres,    woman's,   iiotiecd.    117. 
S.it'.'im:in.   Indian   eiiief,   .".'i. 
Sayin.iw  lonnly,  .''.l.'{,  .'514. 
.Sale   of    I'omjie.v,   deed   of.    417. 
Samseii,   F.   W.,   mentioned,   247. 
Sanders.   .Miss,  early   te.acher,  44N. 
.s.-inderson.    Henry,    mentioned,   422. 
Sanderson.    L.vdia,    mentioned,    42:i. 
.Sanderson,   K.,  mentioned,  7. 
Sanford,  S.   U.,  mentionrd.  20ti,  :{(h». 
Sanyster,   Elder  .\.  «'.,   mentioned,   10.";. 
Sanil.'ie   county,    .'{|."i. 
St.    .Vrnionr.    .lean    M.-iptisii-.    mrntloniii 

4SM». 
St.   .\iiblii,   (;abriel,   mentioned,  .'{72. 
St.    Mern.'ird,   quaint   saylnir  of.  443. 
St.    Cl.'iir,    Rev.    .\.,    meiiijoii.d.    20s. 


St.  Clair  founty,  .T20. 
St.  .Tohns,  nnniinK  of,  l."»1. 
St.  .To.seph  county,  .'^21.  ."^22. 
Saunders    &    Donovan,    firm,    mentioned. 
.-^47. 

Fr.inklin,    mentioned,   4."»4. 
Franklin,    .Tr..    mentioned.    3IM), 


Sawyer, 
Sawyer, 

Sawyer. 
Saxton, 


Di'troit. 
.■;<;o. 

4.-.4. 

:W7. 


W.,    mentioned.    HIO. 
Salmon   P..   mentioned,  2i!7.  2iiS. 
School    system.    ori;rin    ;ind    ])rou:r('-;s    of, 

in   .Michisran.  .17. 
Schools,  provision   for.  4."2. 
Schools,    public,    of    Detroit,    44.S;    earl.v 

Kradnates   from,   4."»7. 
Scliocds.  te.\t-books  for,  4."tl. 
Schools,    early,    of    Wayne    county.    420: 
descriptive     paper    on,     420:     m.inners 
tan.urlit  in.  4.11. 
Schools   in   Mnskeiroii.   207. 
Scliools.      spiiiiiimr-wlieels      in. 

4.".(i. 
Scliool-room.   inf.-ini,   witli   lied. 
Sclioolcraft    county.  3H5. 
Sclioolcnift,    H.    IJ..    inentioneil, 
Sclinorbach,    I*.,    mentioned,   20ti. 
Schuler,   Nich.,    mentioned,    2iM;. 
Schu.vler,   .«irs..   mentioned,  2(5. 
Schw;irtz.   iivu..    mentioned,  XVA. 
Sciiwartz.  .T.    E..   auctioneer.  :{.S"», 
Schwejrler,    iJeoi'fje,    mentioned,   207. 
Scott,    D.ivid,    meniioned,    14,   S4. 
Scott.   .Mary  .1..  meniioned,  42.1. 
Scotfs,    .Moe's.    and    Wiiite's    f.irms    spo- 
ken of.  :!20. 
Scott.   Steplien.   mentioned,    170. 
Scott,   Wintield,    mentioned,  s. 
Scott,    Will.    McDowell,    ineniioiii 

84.".. 
Scovel.   .1.    H..    mentioned,   :',4u. 
Scans,  Chas.  C,  ordained  elder,  420. 
I  Sears.  C,  E,.  teacher,  meniioned.  240. 
:  St>ek,    Conrad.    inentii»neil,    :'.4.">:    loss 
!      lire,  .147. 

Seeley,    Elij.ah    H.,    mentioned.    1. 
I  .Seers,    S.,    mentioned,   :'.27. 
Seiinon,    Henry,    meniioned,   27o. 
.Sello,  Claude  Fr.incis,  meniioned,  144. 
Sessions,   .1.   {}.    .\..    meniioned,   .120,   '.V21 

333. 
Sessions,    Willi.im.    meniioned.    7. 
Settlers,    tlie  old    in    session   ,ii 

b(U-,  7!t. 
.Settlers,    Detroit,  cli.'iracter  of, 
Sewiii,   Tliomas,   mentioned,    170. 
Seymour,    -  — ,    publisher,   .1S7. 
.Seymour,    Uodiiey,    mentioned,    207. 
Seymour,    .Sophi.-i,    mentioned,   42.1. 
Slijiler,   Charles,   mentioned,    17.">. 
Shank,    H.   R.,    mentioned,   7,  SS. 
'  .Sharp,    .\orm:in   S..   meniioned,    HW. 
I  Siijirp,    .Mr.    :iiiil    Mrs.    .\.    .S.,    mentioned, 

100. 
I  kthattlick,     Lemuel,     trustee     at     F.      I>. 
I       church.    Deiroit.   :iSJ;   head   of    .\ca<l.- 
iny.   3.SO;    mentioned.   420.   4.""»n. 
Shaver,   .\br;»m    .1.,    meiilloiied,    2<is. 
Shnw,   Admi.   mentioned,   70. 
Sh:iw,    .\lv:iii    D..    meiii ioiied.    l.">7. 


d.  .144  n. 


bv 


.\mi    .Vr- 
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Rliaw.  Henry  A.,  mentioned.  8.  0.  28,  56. 

.57.    80.    1.57:    pnper   on   ship    canal    by. 

58.  fiO. 
RhaAV,  Rev.  Luther,  pastor.  401. 
Rhaw.  ^Irs.  Maria,  death  of.  157. 
Shawano  county,  94.  310.     . 
Shearer.    Lydia    (Mrs.    Jonathan),    men- 
tioned, 90. 
Shearer.   .Tames  M.,   mentioned,  90. 
Shearer.   Mrs.  .Tames  M.   (Deborah  Bise- 

low),  90. 
Shearer.    Jonathan,     mentioned,    28,   56. 

.59.   61.    78.    80,    84.    341,    .508:    remarks 

by.  52. 
Shehlon.  Allan  «S:  Co.'s  store,  mentioned. 

497. 
Sheldon.     John     P..     trustee     of     F.     P. 

church.    Detroit,    382:    mentioned.    417. 

422,    .389.    392:    editor    of    Democratic 

Free  Press,  393. 
Sheldon  «S:  Reed,  publishers.  385. 
Sheldon,  Theodore  P.,  mentioned.  210. 
Sheldon,     Thomas    C,     mentioned.    210, 

393. 
Sheley.    Alanson,    mentioned.    418,    425, 

428:   built    church.    424;     ordained   el- 
der. 426. 
Shellhouse,    Martin   G.,    mentioned,    178. 

179. 
Shepard,  Miles,  mentioned.  268. 
Shepherd,   Mrs.  Fannv,    mentioned.   296, 
•    .301. 

Sherman,   Caleb,   mentioned,   210. 
Sherman,  Capt..  mentioned,  437. 
Shevaliere,       Bartholome-n-.      mentioned, 

265. 
Shiawassee  county,  316.  317. 
"Shillelah,"  school  ruled  with.  462. 
"Shinplasters,"     issued     by     traders     as 

"legal-tender,"  24. 
Shoemaker,      Michael,      mentioned,      78. 

471. 
Shommenegoblin's    wigwam,    mentioned. 

440. 
Sibley.  E.  J.,  mentioned,  178.  179. 
Sibley,  F.  B.,  mentioned,  340. 
Sibley.   Judge   Solomon,    mentioned,  345, 

373,  384,  386,  387.  419. 
Sibley,  Mrs.   Solomon,  mentioned,  374. 
Simmons.  John,  mentioned,  179. 
Simons,  Nathan,  sheriff,  mentioned,  104, 

109. 
Simpson,   Thomas,    mentioned,   336,   387. 

389. 
Sisson,  Cook,  mentioned,  179. 
Skinner,  Joseph,   mentioned,   209. 
Skunk,  adventure  with  a,  404. 
Slavery,   death  of,  in  Michigan,  417. 
Slocum,  Benjamin,  mentioned,  .510. 
Slocum,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B..  mentioned. 

169.   170. 
Sly,   Silas,   mentioned,  446. 
Smart,   George,   mentioned.  345;  loss  bv 

fire,  347. 
Smart,  Robert,  mentioned.  345. 
Smith,  Allen,   mentioned,   209. 
Smith,  Mrs.  A.  G.,  mentioned,  301. 
Smith,    Asa    L.,    wife    and    child,    men- 
tioned, 333. 
Smith,   Benjamin,   mentioned,  54. 


Smith,     Bradford,     principal    of     school, 

448. 
Smith,    Calvin,    commissioner,    129. 
Smith,   Casinovla,   mentioned,   301. 
Smith,  Charles  D.,   mentioned,  130. 
Smith,  Charles  F.,  mentioned,  72. 
Smith,  Daniel,  mentioned,  223. 
Smith,  Major  Davis,  223,  249.  250. 
Smith.  E.  B.  &  Co.,  donors,  31. 
Smith.  E.  C,  mentioned,  133. 
Smith,  Elijah,  mentioned,  209. 
Smith,  Mrs.   G.  A.,  mentioned,  169. 
Smith,  H.    A.,    hero    of    bear    story.    57; 

bear  Iiunt  by,  1.52. 
Smith,  H.  H.,  mentioned,  84. 
Smith.  Ira  O.,  mentioned,  296. 
Smith,  I.  O..  mentioned,  301. 
Smith,  Jacob,  mentioned,  163,  345.  437. 
Smith,  Jesse,  mentioned,  179. 
Smith,  John,  mentioned,  386. 
Smith,  Leander,  mentioned,  90. 
Smith,  Col.     Richard,     mentioned.     430, 

437. 
Smith,  Samuel  L.,   mentioned,  90. 
Smith,  Thaddeus,    mentioned,  210. 
Smith,  Thomas  D.,  mentioned,  301. 
Smith,  Thomas,   mentioned,  345. 
Smith,  Ulysses    G.,    suspected    of   incen- 
diarism, 386. 
Smith.  Warren,   mentioned,  1(38. 
Smith,  Rev.   Wm.    G.,   mentioned,   319. 
Smiths  of  Schoolcraft,  mentioned,  210. 
Smyth,  Rev.  A.,  mentioned,  240. 
Smyth,  Richard,   mentioned,  345. 
Snelling,  Henry,   mentioned,   21. 
Snow,  Miss,  early  teacher,  448. 
Snow   and  Butler,   assailed  by   savages, 

409. 
Snow,  Mrs.,  and  two  children  killed,  409. 
Socier,  Joseph,  mentioned,  345. 
Societe,  St.  Louis,  etc.,  208. 
Society,  customs  of,  in  early  days,  360. 
Society,     First     Protestant     of     Detroit, 

deed  to,  419;  constitution  of,  420. 
Soldiers,  tribute  to,  15. 
Somerville,    William,   mentioned,  208. 
Song,  by  E.  Lakin  Brown,  211. 
Song,  in  French,  306,  36.7. 
Song,  by  Mrs.  E.  S.  Ingersoll,  160. 
Soule,  Norman  R.,  postmaster,  267,  271. 
Southworth,   Mrs.   R.,    mentioned,   169. 
Spafford,   Col.,   mentioned,  410. 
Spafiford,    George,   mentioned,  226. 
Spalding,   Archbishop,    mentioned,  483. 
Sparks,  Levi,  mentioned,  7. 
Spaulding,  Miss  (Mrs.  Henry  Ivnappen), 

mentioned,   116. 
Spaulding,    Phineas    S.,    mentioned,    157. 
Spencer,  Asa,  mentioned,  193. 
Spencer,  Deacon,   mentioned.  131. 
Spencer,   Garry,   mentioned,  393. 
Spofford,   Ensign   S.   L.,   mentioned,   250, 

251. 

Sprague,  ,  a  resolute  teacher,  430. 

Spring,  Ben.,  mentioned,  253. 
Sproat,  Col.,  mentioned,  374. 
Sprong,  Culbert,  mentioned,  209. 
Squiers,  L.  J.,  mentioned,  109,  170. 
Squiers,  M.  L.,  mentioned,  157. 
Stacey,   Betsey,   mentioned,  475. 
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Stacy.  .TiKlffP  ('.  A..  iiuMitiontMl.  S4,  227. 
Staoey,  William,  mentioned.  475. 
Stanton.   Kliiah.    nu-iit'oiitMl.   14 
St;ijiton.    Mr.    .iml    Mrs.    E..    nitMitioiu'd. 

ISO. 
Starkweatlicr.     KrnstiK     W..     iiit'nrii>n<'il. 

.-.10. 
StnrkwoatliiT.    iior.icf.    nn'iujoncil.    21ii. 
Stark\veatli»'r.    William,    first    settler    in 

riymontli.  444. 
Starr.  Rnel.  mentioned.  120. 
Stafford.    Frederick,   bank.'v.   2r,S. 
Stead.   IV.   trustee  of  F.   P.  flnneli.   nS2. 
Steamboat,    first,   at    Menoniinoe.   270. 

Rtpnrn.s.  .  store,  mentiont-d.  400. 

Steel.  .T.   H..  mentioned,  2."^.. 
Stein.  II>il>ert.  mentioned.  200. 
Stephenson.   Samuel    M..   mentioned.  200. 
Stevens.  Ezra,  mentioned.  200. 
Stevens,  Frederick   J.,   mentioned.   420. 
Stevens,  Tlenry.  mentioned.  207. 
Stevens.  Henrv.    ISO;    a    tmhulent    man. 

ISl. 
Stevens.  T.inns   S.,   mentioned.  307. 
Stevens,  Pelick.  mentioned,  207. 
Stevens,  Robert,   witness  of  deed.   417. 
Stevens.  S.   IT.,   mentioned.  200. 
Stevi'nson.   ncor^e.   mentioned.  ^?>2. 
Stewart.   A.  T..   mentioned,   141. 

Stewart.   Pliarles.   mentioned.  .'^4.-. 

Stewart,   Charles   E.,    mentioned.   ."12. 

Stewart.    Mrs.    E.    M.    (Sheldoni.    papers 
furnislied  l\v.  .^44it. 

Stewart  Harvey,  a  frood  farmer.  442. 

Stewart,   Mrs.   II..   mentioned.  442. 

Stewart,  .Tolui,  mentioned.  471. 

Stewart.     Samuel     A.,     mentioned.     2.''.0, 
24.-». 

Stewart  &  Simare,  faithful  builders.  4<tX 

Stickne.v.  Ma.lor.   arrest   of.   174.   178. 

Slicknt'.v.  Two.   son  of   Ma.ior.   17.''>. 

Stiles.   David,   mentioned,  170. 

Stiles,   N.,   mentioned,   170. 

Stiles,  R.  E.,  mentioned,  170. 

Stoddard,  Mr.  .  mentioned.  .308. 

Stoddard.  .Tesse.   mentioned,  1.80. 

Stolys,    William,    mentioned.   00. 

StoneJiouse.   Fatiier.   mentioned,   207. 

Stotit.  fJeorjre,  mentioned.  248;  deatli  (»f. 
245. 

Stow,  .Tudjre,  allusion  to,  .3.-. 

Stow.     Wm.     T.,     ordained     elder.     2:?9; 
fleatii   of,   24">. 

Siow«'ll,   A.    II.,    mentioned,  4.">. 

Stowell,   I.oren/.o,  mentioned,  200. 

Sirulile,  .Tolin,   mentioned,   1.3.3. 

Stuart.  Clias.   E..  mentioned.  8S.  2lo. 

Stuart,   Robert,  ordained  elder,  42.-|. 

Stuart,    Mrs.    Rol)erl,    sc-hool    examiner. 
4.-»0. 

Stuart.  Sf>phi:i   .'^.,  mentioned.  88. 

Stuck.   (Mijirles,    meiitiotied,    170. 

Stratton,   .lonatlian    F..    mentioned,    108. 

Street.   .Tosepli    M..    mentioned,    10.''>. 

Streeter,  Tlionias  .]..  commi.ssioner,  !."•. 

Strickland,   Randolph,  mentioned.   13.   14. 
84. 

Stronacli,  .losejdi.  mentloneii.  288. 

StiM'ueon.  Indi.'in  mode  of  catt-hin^;.  44::. 


Sturgis,  David,  mentioned.  154. 

Summers,  .Tacol).   mentioned,  512. 

Sunday,  a  holiday.  .300. 

.•"iutherl.Miid.   Thomas,    mentioned.   444. 

Sutton.    Renj..   mentioned,  32t>. 

."button.    (Jeorire.    mentioned.    ."0.    70,    88. 

'■''2 1 . 
Swan.   C.ileb.   paymaster.   1'.   S.   ,\.,  4f>9. 
Swan.  .1.  H..  mentioned.  200. 
Sweetland.     Caleb,     meiitioneil,    KS,    200, 

210. 
Swegles.   .lohii.    mentioned.   14.s.    1.->1. 
Swift.   fJeorse   W..    mentioned,  4.3.".. 
Swift,  .Tohn.  mentioned.  lOS. 
Swift,      Rev,      Marcus.      jiioneer      local 

preacher.  470. 
Swindt.    Rev.   .Iosei)h,    mentioned.   24o. 


Table  of  contents,  v. 

Taft.  .Tames,   mentioned.  ."Iti. 

Talmadtre.   Mrs.,  mentioned.  24.8. 

Tavern,   loir,   drunken    Indians,   etc..   307. 

Taylor.   Rev.    Renj..    mentioned,   207. 

Taylor.  Charles,  mentioned.  241. 

Taylor.  Deacon,  mentioned.   ir.O. 

Taylor,  Rev.  E.  O..  mentioned.  104. 

Taylor,  Elisha.   mentioned.  432. 

Ta.vlor.   Esquire,   mentioned.  440. 

Taylor,  Rev.  .1.   R..  mentioned.  240. 

Taylor,   Fhilo.   mentioned.   ."10. 

Ta.vlor.   Mr. .    first    land    il;iiniant    in 

Muskeiron.  287. 

Tecumseh,   death   of.   303. 

Teere.   Henry,   mentioned,  34.-». 

Teitsort.  .Vbram  .Tr..  first  settler  of  Cass- 
opolis.    1.32. 

Teitsort.  .Tohn.  mentioned,  l.".".:  siniring 
by.    140. 

Telej:rai)li.    Muskejron.   started,   200. 

Terr.v,   .Toshua.    mentioned.   2o. 

Ten   Brook,   Prof.,   mentioned.   78. 

Ten  Eyck.  Courjid.  mentioned.  2r..s.  4(m1. 
470,  512. 

Ten  Eyck.  Conr.ad  iV  (Jerry  (.I»>rryi.  firm 
mentiomsl.  437,  4.30. 

Ten   Eyck.   Martlia.   mentioned,  42.".. 

Ten  Eyck,   William,   mentioned.  4(mi. 

Tennant,  .\.  .\.  and  wife,  mentioned. 
241. 

Tenn;inr,    Wm.,   de;itli   of.   24.->. 

Tenney,  Mrs.  Harriet  A.  (.Mrs.  .1.  E.), 
reccu-din;:  s(>eret:iry  of  the  .State  Pio- 
neer Society,  iii,  13,  28.  .")(5.  .50.  04: 
mentioned.  (';,  14.  .57.  77,  81,  8.3.  .H4. 

Terrell.  .I.inies.   mentioned.   2S. 

Terrill.   I.ym:in.   mentioned.  440. 

"Teuchsji   Crondie."   lines   from.  .340. 

Thayer.  C.ipt.  Charles,  meiitione*].  ."..".4. 
.3.30.  .3;{S. 

Th.iyer.  .Mrs.  Charles,  mentioned,  .3:{S. 

Thjiyer.   Ifufus.   mentioned.  440.  .5(»i>.  .".lO. 

'I'hebaull.   I'rank.   mentioned,  443. 

Thiebault,  .Joseph,  loss  by  fire,  347. 

Thibanlt.  Louis  .Ir..  mentlotu'd,  .34.-t. 

Tides,   Ott«>,    m«'nlion<-d,  220. 

'I'hom.is,    .MansMU.   an   e.arly    settler.   .5o7. 

Thomas.  .Mfred,  mentimieil.  02.  88; 
memorial   to.  2(C.. 
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Thomas,    Deiadamia   (Mrs.    Dort),   507. 
Thomas,  Nathan  M..  mentioned,  84,  207. 
Thomas,  "old"  kindness  of,  369. 
Thompson,  Rev.  E..  mentioned,  240. 
Thompson,  Isaac,   mentionedi,   193. 
Thompson.  Rev.   O.  C,  paper  by,  395. 
Thompson,  O.  H.,  mentioned,  335. 
Thomson,  Col.  E.  H.,  mentioned,  27,  28, 

56,  86. 
Thorn,  Captain,  mentioned,  442. 
Thorn,  John,  mentioned,  442. 
Thorn,  William,  mentioned,  442. 
Tibbits,  Allen,  mentioned.  510. 
Tibbits,     Benj.,     death     of,     245;     men- 
tioned, 248. 
Tibbits,  Ensign,  mentioned,  250. 
Tibbits,  Esq.,  early  settler,  444. 
Tibbits,   J.   S.,   paper  by.   descriptive  of 

early    schools,    429:    on    wild    animals, 
403:  mentioned,  14,  341. 
Tibbits,  John,  mentioned,  510. 
Tiffany.   Judge,   mentioned,  332. 
Tiffin,"  Edward,  mentioned,  381. 
Tillman,  J.  W.,   mentioned,  428. 
Times,  character  of  the,  513. 
Timms,    Mr.    and    Mrs.    D.,    mentioned, 

169. 
Todd,  John,  aged  pioneer,  18,  84,   163. 
Todd.  Mrs.  J.,  mentioned,  163. 
Tolland,   Wm.,    mentioned,   209. 
Tomlinson,  Rev.  J.  L.,  mentioned,  239. 
Tonedagana  county,  94,  322. 
Tooker,   Smith,   mentioned,   14,   59,  84. 
Torrent  &  Arms,  mentioned,  289. 
Torrent,  John,  mentioned,  296. 
Torrey,   Joseph   W.,  probate  judge,  433: 

commissioner,  130. 
Torrey,   Lieut.,  mentioned,  250. 
Torrey,  Norman,  mentioned,  241. 
Torry,  George,  mentioned,  207,  209,  210. 
Toumaid,  Miss  Julia  (Mrs.  Harvey  Wil- 
liams), 26. 
Tower,  David  J.,  postmaster,  319. 
Towers,  Albert  G.,  mentioned,  209. 
Town,  Ephraim,   mentioned,  345. 
Town,  Sarah,  mentioned,  345. 
Townsend.   George,   mentioned,  209. 
Trakes,  Robert,  mentioned,  207. 
Translation  of  deed,  free,  343. 
Trask,  L.  H.,  mentioned,  210. 
Travel,  mode  of  described,  377. 
Treasurers  of  counties,  list  of,  for  1875- 

6,  519,  520. 
Tripp,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  401. 
Tromble,    Michael,    mentioned,   345. 
Trombly,  Charles  T.,  mentioned,  403. 
Trowbridge,  A.,  mentioned,  296. 
Trowbridge  &   Brown,    mentioned,  289. 
Trowbridge,   Charles   C,   paper  by,   371, 

mentioned,  24,  387,  395,   396,  420,  432. 
Trowbridge,  Miss  E.   S.,  primary  school 

inspector,  456. 
Trowbridge,  S.  V.  R.,  mentioned,  397. 
Trowbridge  &  Wing,  mentioned,  289. 
Troutier,  Joseph,  early  settler,  etc.,  291. 
Trudel,    Theodolph,    mentioned,   268. 
Truesdell,  A.  C,  mentioned,  301. 
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Truesdell,   Gideon,    mentioned.   296. 
Trumbull,   Edward,   mentioned,  470. 
Tuller,    Artemedorus.    mentioned,    179. 
Tupper,  Major,  commissary,  408. 
Tin-key,  wild,  habits  of  the,  etc.,  404. 
Turnbull,   Rev.   R..  Baptist  pastor,  467. 
Turner,  G.  B.,   mentioned,  133. 
Turner,  John,  mentioned,  450. 
Turner,  Josiah,  mentioned,  84. 
Turner,   Judge,    mentioned,   252,   255. 
Tuscola   county.   322. 
Tuttle,    Benjamin,    mentioned,    209. 
Tuttle,   Christopher,  mentioned,  845. 
Tuttle,   Ralph,   mentioned,   209. 
Twist,  Mrs.,  story  told  by,  54. 
Twombley,  R.  T.,  remarks  by,  142,  143. 

U. 

Unwatin  county,  94,  323,  324. 

Upjohn,  Maria,  mentioned,  88. 

Upjohn,   Dr.   Uriah,   mentioned,   88,   209. 

Utley,  Hiram,  mentioned,  446. 

Utley,  H.  M.,  paper  by,  444. 

Utley,  William,  mentioned,  446. 


Valentine,   Moses,    mentioned,   244. 
Van  Aken,  G.  W.,  mentioned,  7. 
Van  Anden,  Joshua,  mentioned,  432. 
Van  Auker,  Joseph,  mentioned,  271. 
"Van  Avery  House,"  oldest  building  in 

Michigan,  402. 
Van  Avery,   Peter,   mentioned,  403. 
Van  Bambus,  Henry,  mentioned,  296. 
Van  Buren   county,  324. 
Van  Buren,   E.  .!.,   mentioned,  395. 
Vandewalker,       Lawrence,       mentioned, 

210,  385. 
Van  Hovenburg,  James  D.,  Sheriff,  172, 

179. 
Van  Pamel,  Father,  Catholic  priest,  297. 
Van    Sickle,   John,   mentioned.   444. 
Van  Sickles,  Martha,  mentioned,  154. 
Van  Sickles,  Lyman,  mentioned,  154. 
Van  Vleck,  John,  mentioned,  88. 
Vehicles,   French   carryall,   traineau  and 

cart,   353,  354. 
Vickery,   Stephen,   mentioned,  210. 
Videto.  James  D.,  mentioned,  512. 
Vincent,  James,  mentioned,  345. 
Visosky,  Father,  Catholic  priest,  297. 
Volney,   Nicholas,   mentioned,   345. 
Vorce,  Caleb,  mentioned,  209. 
Voyageurs,  description  of,  365. 
Voyer,  Joseph,  Jr.,  mentioned,  345. 
Vradenburg,    Philo,    mentioned,   88. 

W. 

Wabassee  county,  94,  324. 

Wade,  S.  N.,  mentioned,  169. 

Wagers,   the,   mentioned,   209. 

Wales,      Austin,     landlord,      mentioned, 

4.32. 
Wall,  Wm.,  mentioned,  157. 
Wallace,  Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned,  450. 
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WaUlron,  Henry,    niontionod.   KW. 
Waldron,  Williani,    niontionod.    UiO.   170. 
Walilron,  Mr.'^.  W..  inontioned.  It'iO. 
Walker,  Arnold,  inontionod.  7. 
Walker,  Charles  I.,  mentioned,  282,  449. 

512. 
Walker,  Dr.,  mentioned,  151. 
Walker,  E.  C,  mentioned,  428.  453. 
Walker.  F..   mentioned.  7. 
Walker,  .Tohn.  mentioned.  7.  88. 
Walker.  Rev.  .Tolin.  mentioned.  2.''.0.  240. 
Walker.   S.   S.,   mentioned.  CA.  04.   S8. 
"Walk-in-tlie-Water."        steamboat        on 

Lake    Erie.    .'i.s4;    l)uilt    in    1818.    407; 

wrecked.   408. 
Walnut,  black,  used  for  rail  fences,  215. 
Walton.     Georjre    W.,    postmaster,    200: 

mentioned.  287.  20.3. 
Walton.   .Tacob,   mentioned.   7. 
War.   Black    Hawk,   mentioned.  2.'^4.  440. 
War  of  1S12.  408. 
War,  the  sturpeon.  spoken  of.  204. 
Ward,  E.  B.,  mentioned,  471. 
Ward.    Eber,    father    and    son    captains, 

2.3. 
Ward.  Henry,  mentioned.  510. 
Ward.    Sampson,    mentioned,   444. 
Ward.   Samuel,   mentioned,  470,  471. 
Ward.     William,     mentioned.     .387,     388. 

380.  390. 
Warner,   Asahel,   mentioned,   130. 
Warner,  H.,  mentioned,  00. 
Warner,  .T.  C,  mentioned,  400. 

Warner,  Rev.  .  i)astor,  401. 

Warner,   Thaddeus  O..    mentioned,    103. 
Warren,   Rectina.   death   of,   1.57. 
Warriner,    Rev.    V.    M.,    mentioned,   239, 

2s;',. 
W.irriM^',   Rev.    Mr.,  mentioned,   207. 
Washtenaw    county,    325,    320;    orj:ani/a- 

tion  of  pioneer  society,  320;  early  liis- 

torv    of,    327;    history    of    Ann    Arbor, 

333. 
Watson,   James,    mentioned.    I04. 
Watson,  John,  345;  loss  by  tire,  .347. 
Watson,  Jose^ph,  rejrister.   .344r. 
Watson,   Wm.,   mentioned.  .345. 
Watts,    Thomas,    mentiDiied.    179. 
Way,  Rev.   Mr.,   mentioned,  242. 
Way.    Miss   Jennie,   mentioned,   242. 
Wayland,   Dr..  president   of  Brown   Tni- 

versity,   mentioned.  4'J. 
Wayne     county,     original    and    present 

boundaries   of,   .3.38-40;   organization   of 

county   pioneer  society,  .341;  wild  ani- 
mals of,  403;  schools  of,   429;   probate 

court  of,  4.33. 
Weaver,  Clement   E..   mentioned.  84. 
Weaver,  William,   mentioned.  84. 
Weaver,     Rev.     Elijah.     Baptist     jiastor, 

407. 
Webb,   CJen.   .lames   Watson,    mentioned, 

378. 
Webber,  Wni.   1...  mentioned.  50,  86. 
Webster.    Howard,    nienlioned,   384. 
Weed,   Rev.   Ira   .M..  pastor,  401. 
We«'d,  James,  mentioned,  209. 
Weir,   JudKc  James   D.,    mentioned,  433, 

4.34. 


Welch,  George,   mentioned.  :*.4.">. 
Welch,   Henry,   mentioned.  .3:!4.  338. 
Welch,   .Tohn,   mentioned.   440. 
Welch,  Thomas,  mentioned,  345;  loss  by 

fire,  347. 
Weller,  Ferdinand,  mentioned,  299. 
Wells,    Rev.    Ashbel   S.,    mentioned,  423, 

424. 
Wells,   A.   J.,   mentioned,  428. 
Wells,   Daniel.   Jr..   mentioned.   270. 
Wells,    Judge    Ilezekiah    C,    n)entioned, 

iii.  .53.   .54.   .5r,,  01,   77,  8.3.  80.   210,  512. 
Wells,    Rev.    Noah    M.,    "Tar.xon    Wells," 

300.  401,  423. 
Wells,     Stephen.     ordaine<l     elder,     425; 

mentioned,  380.  300. 
Welton,   Rev.   Mr.,    mentioned,  422. 
Wendell,  Teunis  S..  mentioned.  380,387, 

428. 
Werner,   Kister.   mentioned,  290. 
West,   I<]sther,   mentioned,  238. 
West.  Gideon,  mentioned,  244;  death  of, 

245. 
Westbrook,     Capt.     Andrew,    mentioned, 

442,  443. 
Westcott,  Oliver  B..   mentioned.  318.  319 
Westcott,  .Tliomas   W.,    mentioned,  80. 
Westerman.   James,    nuMitioned,  247. 
Weston,  Amos,   mentioned.  4.34. 
Wetmore.    Frederick,    mentioned,   428. 
Wexford   county,  94.  517. 
Whe.iton,   R.    M..    death    of.    mentioned, 

1.57. 
Wheeler,  B.  II.  &  Sons,  tirm  mentioned, 

247. 
Wlieeler.   Caleb,   deatli   of.  245. 
Wiieeler,   Calvin,    mentioned.   320,   327. 
Wlieeler,    Frank,    mentioned,   244. 
Wlieeler,   George  S..   mentioned.  327. 
Wlieeler,  John   B..   postmaster.  290. 
Wheeler,   Rev.  Mr.,  mentioned.  297. 
Wheeler,   Lewis,    mentioned.    244. 
Wlieeler,    Saiuuel.    mentioned.   244,  248. 
Wheeler,   Thomas,    mentioned,   290. 
Wlieelock,  Benj.   II.,  mentioned,  288. 
Wliiiijile,   Cliarles.   mentioiied.   :!0.3. 
A\liil)ple,    Chief   Justice,    mentioned,   372. 
Wiiip])l(',    (^-ommodore.    nu'Utioned,    374. 
\\  liilil)le.    Frederick    C.    mentioned,   250. 
\\]iipple,  Henry,  mentioned,  207. 
Wiiii>ple,   .John,   commissioner,  303,  387. 
Whipple,  Judg«'  ('.   W..   mentioned,  24. 
Whilaker.   Capt.,   mentioned,  329. 
Wliil.'iker,   Harry,    mentioned,.  471. 
Whilaker,  S.  A.,  nienlioned,  170. 
Whitljeck,  John,  teacher,  mentioned,  456. 
White,   Calvin,   mentioned.   2o7. 
White,   Curran,   menti<ined.   170. 
White,  Horace,  mentioned,   170. 
Willie.    Lemuel,    niciit  ioned.    170. 
\\  liile,    Levi    S..    mentioned.   ■_'(l7. 
Willie.    I'eter,   nienlioned,  50,   01,  80. 
White,   Stacy,  nienlioned,  24S. 
White.  Swan  &   Smith,   mill.  280,  288. 
Whltellshing  described,  .3f;i. 
AN'hitford,   .losepli.    mentioned,   L'dO. 
Willi foril,   Robert,   mentioned,  I'liO. 
Wiiiliiig.     .MaJ.     Henry,     mentioned.     25, 

403. 
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Whiting,  Dr.  J.  L.,  mentioned,  340,  428, 
432. 

Wliiting,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  55. 

Wliitlock,   Setb  C,  mentioned,  209. 

Wliitmarsli,   Horace,   mentioned,   248. 

Wliitmore,  Oliver,  mentioned,  198,  329, 
334.  335. 

Whitney,  George  L.,  mentioned,  387, 
389. 

Whitney,  James,  mentioned,  230. 

Whitney,  Nathan,  mentioned,  301. 

Whitney,  Wm.  A.,  mentioned,  230. 

Whittaker,   Wessel,   mentioned,   125. 

Whittemore,   Gideon  O.,   mentioned,  416. 

Wickware.   Cornelius,   mentioned,   432. 

Wight,  Stanley  G.,  mentioned,  340. 

Wight,   Thaddeus,   mentioned,   179. 

Wilbur,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  423. 

Wilcox,  Almira,  mentioned,  423. 

Wilcox  &  Beach,  firm,  mentioned,  386. 

Wilcox,   Erastus,   mentioned,  287. 

Wilcox,  Horace,  mentioned,  287. 

Wilcox,   Stephen,   mentioned,   179,  180. 

Wilcox,  W.  W.,  mentioned,  428. 

Wildcat,  capture  of  a,  442. 

Wilcoxon,   Gideon,   mentioned,  337. 

Wilder,  Oshea,  mentioned,  18,  61,  130. 

Wilder,  W.  N.,  mentioned,  90. 

Wiley,  Ann,  a  slave,  executed  for  theft, 
416. 

Wilkins,  Wm.  D.,  traditions  and  remin- 
iscences bv,  418;  accusation  against, 
486. 

Wilkins,  Ross,   mentioned,  512. 

Wilkinson,  Albert  H.,  mentioned,  434. 

Wilkinson,   Capt.   Jacob,   mentioned.  502. 

Wilkinson,  Dr.  ,  loss  by  fire,  347. 

Wilkinson,  Joseph,  mentioned,  345. 

Willard,  Mr. ,  mentioned,   109. 

Willard,  Nelson,  mentioned,  125. 

Willard,  T.  W.,  mentioned,  210. 

Willerney,  Elienne,  mentioned,  345. 

Willerney,  Maurice,  mentioned,  345. 

Wllley,  J.,  mentioned,  247. 

Williams,  A.  L.,  mentioned,  23,  90. 

Williams,  Alfred,  mentioned,  23. 

Williams,  Alpheus  S.,  mentioned,  23,  90, 
433. 

Williams,  Mrs.  A.  S.,  primary  school 
examiner,  456. 

Williams,  Benjamin  O.,  mentioned,  23, 
28,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  84. 

Williams,  Bradley  S.,   mentioned,  88. 

Williams,  Bradley,  mentioned.  209. 

Williams,  Clinton,   of  Clinton   Hall,  247. 

Williams,   Dowena,   mentioned,   130. 

Williams,   Elizabeth,   mentioned,   345. 

Williams,  Ephraim  S.,  mentioned,  23. 

Williams,  Ferdinand,  mentioned,  450. 

Williams,  Gardner,  mentioned,  512. 

Williams,  Gardner  D.,  mentioned,  23. 

Williams,  G.  D.  &  E.  F,,  firm  mentioned 
25. 

Williams,  Harriet  N.,  (Mrs.  A.  L.,)  men- 
tioned, 90. 

Williams,  Harriet  (Mrs.  Rogers),  men- 
tioned, 23. 

Williams,  "Uncle  Harvey,,"  sketch  of 
his  life,  23;  mentioned,  369. 


Williams,  James  M.,  mentioned,  86. 
Williams,  J.  D.,  mentioned,  90,  327. 
Williams,  John,   mentioned,  345;  loss  by 

fire.  347. 
Williams,  J.  F.,  donor,  31. 
Williams,  Gen.  John  R.,  mentioned,  337, 

373,   393,  416,  453,  454,  492,  504,  505, 

512. 
Williams,   Miss   Lucina,   mentioned,  369. 
Williams,     Mary    Ann,     (Mrs.     Hodges), 

mentioned,  23. 
Williams,   Miss,   teacher  (sister   of  John 

R.),  486. 
Williams,  Oliver,   mentioned,  23,  24. 
Williams,  Sophia  A.  Smith  (Mrs.  B.  O.), 

tnentioned,    88. 
Willis,   Stephen  H.,   mentioned,  90. 
Wilsey,  Prof.   Alvin,   mentioned,  76. 
Wilson  &  Boyce,  firm  mentioned,  290. 
Wilson,      George,     teacher,      mentioned, 

450,  451. 
Wilson,  Martin,  mentioned,  88,  432. 
Wilson,   Matthew,   mentioned.   296. 
Wilson,  Mary,  mentioned,  88. 
Wilson,  Theo.,  mentioned,  296. 
Wilson,  Wm.,   mentioned,  327. 
Winchester,    Gen.,    mentioned,    362,    414; 

defeat  of,  409. 
Winder,  John,  mentioned,  340. 
Windmills,  disappearance  of,  3.59. 
Wines,  C.  H.,  mentioned,  326,  327. 
Wines  &  Worden,  firm  mentioned,  336. 
Wing,    Austin    E.,    mentioned,    3.37,    420, 

422,  423,  470,  492,  510,  512. 
Wing,  Rev.  Conway  P.,  mentioned,  282. 
Wing,  Eli,  mentioned,  282. 
Wing,    Enoch,   mentioned,   282. 
Wing.  Mrs.   (Mary  Oliver),  282. 
Wing,  Isaiah,   mentioned,  282. 
Wing.  John,  mentioned,  282. 
Wing,  Nathan,  mentioned.  282. 
Wing,  Peter,  mentioned,  282. 
Wing,    Judge    Warner,    in    memory    of, 

279;    eulogy    on,    281;    sketch    of,    282: 

funeral  of,  283. 
Winslow,  Damon  A.,   mentioned,  .58,  90; 

historian  of  Berrien  county,  120. 
Winslow,   George  W.,  mentioned,  84. 
Winter,  E.  C,  mentioned,  232. 
Winters,  James,  mentioned,  179. 
Wisner,  H.   P.,  mentioned,  130. 
Witherell,    B.    F.    H.,    mentioned,    344b, 

371,  422,  423,  510,  512;  probate  judge, 

433,    446;    sketches    of    Detroiters    by, 

344b. 
Witherell,      Judge     James,      mentioned, 

333,  344b,  425;  death  mentioned,  344b. 
Witherell,   John,   mentioned,  296. 
Witherell,    Mrs.    Julia,    mentioned,    296, 

301. 
Wolf  hunt,  described,  447. 
Wolves,     infesting     tracks,    437;    Judge 

Bunce  pursued  by,  441. 
Woman,  tribute  to,  254,  331. 
Women,    success    of    as    teachers,    463, 

464. 
Wood,  Alanson  D.,  mentioned,  307. 
Wood,  Joseph,   mentioned,  86. 
Wood,  Jotham,   mentioned,   130. 
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Wood.   I.ynian,   mentioiu'il,  327. 
Wood.  Martin  B..  mentioned,  14,  84. 
Wood.   W.   F..   mentioned.  29r>. 
Wood.   William   A.,   mentioned,  88. 
Woodard,  Jonas,  mentioned,  209. 
Woodbridfre,       William,      Secretary      of 

Mic-higan    Ter.,    then    Governor,   men- 
tioned, 47,  2.-)8.  277.  304,  S20.  321,  432. 

438.470.  49"..   .'^12. 
Woodbridge,  William,   son  of  Governor, 

mentioned,  400.  422. 
Woodbury.    Kev.   Cyrus,   mentioned,  210. 
Woodbnr.v,  George  B.,  a  joker,  294,  297, 

301. 
Woodbury,  G.  T.,  mentioned,  289. 
Wooden  bowls  used  for  change.  383. 
Woodford,  George  A.,  mentioned.  208. 
W(»odhull.  early  settlement  of,  318. 
Woodhull,    John,    mentioned,    318,    319, 

320. 
Woodliull,  Josephus,  paper  by,  318. 
Woodruff.     Maj.     Benj.     J.,     mentioned, 

328.  335. 
Woodruff,  Mrs.  B.  J.,  mentioned,  328. 
Woodruff,  Evert,  mentioned,  256. 
Woodruff.    Judge    Geo.,    mentioned,    130. 
Woodruff,     Mr.,     death     of,     mentioned, 

160. 
Woodward,    Judge    Augustus    Brevoort, 

344n:    short    sketch    of,    344b;    oddities 

of,  378. 
Woodward,  F.   E.,  mentioned.  88. 
Woodworth,      Benjamin,      landlord,      24, 

400,  470. 
Woodworth,  B.,  mentioned,  422. 
Woodworth  &  Brooks,  builders,  431. 
Woodworth,   Elijah,  mentioned.  209. 
Woodworth's  Hotel,  a  ball  at,  388. 
Woodworth,   Samuel,  mentioned,  400. 


Woolcot,      Dr.      Alexander,      mentioned, 

370. 
Woolsey,  J.  W..   mentioned.  423. 
Worden,   Robert,   mentioned.  170. 
Work,  pioneer,   necessary,   17. 
Work,    woman's     pioneer,     appreciated, 

331.' 
Worth,  M.  S.,  mentioned.  241. 
Wrenn.  John  H.,  mentioned,  269. 
Wright,   George  S.,    mentioned,  90. 
Wright,  J.  I).,  mentioned,  86. 

Wright,  Mr.  ,  mentioned,  409. 

Wright,     Stephen     P.,     mentioned,     104, 

107. 
Wvandot  county,  518. 
Wylie,  E.  H.,  mentioned,  296,  .300. 


X. 


Xavier,    St.    Francis,    Catholic   mi.sslon- 
ary,  48r. 


Yax,  Peter,  anecdote,  relating  to,  443. 
Yeomans,  Erastus,  and  wife,  mentioned, 

193. 
Yerkes,  Wm.  P.,   mentioned.  433. 
Young,  Miss,  early  teacher.  448. 
Young,  Frank,   mentioned.  296. 
Young,  a  forger,  mentioned,  490. 


Zug,  Samuel,  history  of  custom  house 
bv.  468;  paper  by,  496;  mentioned, 
340.  341,  418. 

Zug.  Mrs.  Samuel,  recollec-tions  of  Fort 
Shelby  by,  308. 


